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Jury awards $4.2 million in sex abuse case against Mormon Church

11/22/2005

Associated Press

Two college-age sisters have been awarded $4.2 million in a lawsuit against the Mormon Church, a judgment prompted partly by the way a bishop dealt with sexual abuse committed by their stepfather while they were children.

Jessica Cavalieri, 24, and her younger sister, Ashley Cavalieri, were abused at their home in suburban Federal Way during the 1990s. The decision Friday by a King County Superior Court jury could be a landmark in sexual abuse litigation against religious institutions in Washington state, lawyers said.

It's the first sex abuse verdict by a jury in a lawsuit against a church in the state and could affect settlements in other abuse cases, including those against the Roman Catholic Church, said Timothy D. Kosnoff, a lawyer for the Cavalieris.

"The size of the verdict is particularly newsworthy. I think the jury is making a statement," Kosnoff said.

James S. Rogers, a lawyer who has represented people claiming they were abused by Catholic priests, agreed.

The Mormon Church would "aggressively pursue an appeal," said Gordon Conger, a spokesman for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Settlements in several abuse cases involving Catholic priests have averaged less than $1 million per victim. The Boston Archdiocese reached an $85 million settlement with 552 victims in 2003, the diocese of Orange, Calif., settled 90 abuse claims for $100 million last year and the Archdiocese of Seattle has settled about 100 cases for an average of about $100,000.

The sisters, both enrolled in college, told The Seattle Times on Monday they feel vindicated by the verdict but remain troubled by the abuse.

Jessica Cavalieri said she hoped the case would help the church deal better with such situations.

"They don't know how to handle abuse victims and pedophiles," she said. "They're just completely naive."

The jury found the church liable for intentional misconduct and negligence and responsible for damages of at least $2.5 million. The church also must pay another $1.7 million for damages assessed to the girls' stepfather, Peter N. Taylor, who was a Mormon priest when the girls were children.

Taylor was sentenced to four years and three months in prison after he pleaded guilty to child molesting in 2001.

One juror, Nikki Easterbrooks, said the issue boiled down to whether church officials should be allowed to treat an abuse complaint as a confidential confession or be required to report it to civil authorities.

"I think abuse happens way more frequently than we think, and it gets handled internally," Easterbrooks said.

Conger said he was shocked that the church was held liable for damages. He said the girls were molested at home and denied that Taylor used his church position to take advantage of his stepdaughters.

Jessica Cavalieri said she told her congregational leader, Bishop Bruce Hatch, in 1994 that Taylor had been abusing her since she was 7.

Hatch invited Jessica and her mother to speak with him, Kosnoff said, telling her mother the meeting was about tension between daughter and stepfather. When Jessica went in alone first, Kosnoff said, Hatch told her to be glad she had not told civil authorities, who would try to destroy her family.

Hatch then met with the mother and Taylor, but told the mother only that her daughter had spoken of tension in the family and then encouraged them to work out problems through worship, Kosnoff said.

Cavalieri said she was unaware that the bishop had not informed her mother of the abuse and wound up feeling ashamed and too scared to tell anyone else, even when Taylor began abusing her younger sister, according to court documents.

In 1998 the older sister wrote a friend about the abuse in an e-mail message which the friend forwarded to her own parents, who then alerted Stan Wade, Hatch's successor as bishop. Wade summoned the family for an interview, Taylor confessed and church officials said civil authorities would be notified, Kosnoff said.

After learning Taylor had abused the younger sister as well, the mother called authorities and learned neither church leaders nor a Mormon social service therapist who discussed the abuse with Jessica Cavalieri had reported the abuse of the older sister, the sisters' lawyer said.

Wade and other church officials refused to cooperate with a police investigation, Kosnoff added.

A church lawyer, Von G. Keetch, disputed Kosnoff's account, noting that Hatch testified that he never had any confirmation of abuse. He also cited testimony by one of the older sister's friends who said Jessica told her she initially lied to the bishop by denying she had been abused.

"Our position was Bishop Hatch did not know." Keetch said.

http://www.upi.com/NewsTrack/view.php?StoryID=20051123-121644-2490r

Mormon church ordered to pay for sex abuse

SEATTLE, Nov. 23 (UPI) -- A jury in Washington State has ordered the Mormon Church to pay $4.2 million to two sisters abused by their stepfather.

Peter Taylor, also a defendant in the lawsuit, served four years in prison for the crimes. The sisters claimed two bishops in the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints covered up the sexual abuse.

The Salt Lake City Tribune reports lawyers for the sisters argued that the bishops were functioning as family counselors, since, under Washington State Law, clergy are not required to report sexual abuse.

One sister said she and her parents had a meeting with a bishop who called her in alone first and told her she should be thankful she had not reported her stepfather's actions to police because that would have destroyed the family.

<#==#>

CDC wants to create its own version of the police state Patriot Act to keep us from getting sick.

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/health/2002641197_quarantine23.html

CDC rule could allow traveler quarantine

By Rick Weiss

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on Tuesday released a phone-book-thick proposed rule that would give the federal government new powers to track the comings and goings of individual travelers and expand the circumstances under which passengers exposed to a serious communicable disease could be isolated or quarantined.

The proposed changes are the latest in a series of preparatory moves aimed at solidifying federal health officials' legal authority to act to slow the spread of emerging contagious diseases, such as pandemic flu.

The new provisions call for greater scrutiny of passengers for signs of illness and greater efforts by airlines and others to obtain personal contact information from travelers. They also broaden the list of symptoms that would make people subject to quarantine.

While the rules strengthen federal authority to isolate passengers suspected of being infected, they also spell out in unprecedented detail key legal rights, including appeals processes, for citizens. The agency will accept public comment for 60 days before issuing a final regulation.

Officials said they were confident that most Americans would support the changes so the government could better protect them from a major outbreak, whether naturally occurring or from a bioterrorist attack.

"We're not talking about quarantining anybody for a sniffle or a cough," Martin Cetron, director of the CDC's division of global migration and quarantine, said in a conference call with reporters.

While more personal information will be asked of passengers, he said — including phone numbers and e-mail addresses — the goal is simply to be able to contact people if it becomes apparent they sat near an infected person while traveling.

"There are some very rigorous standards of privacy with which this information will be treated," Cetron said.

Many of the proposed changes are the result of lessons learned from the 2003 SARS outbreak, when federal and international health officials realized how hard it was to track down passengers who had shared flights or other transportation with an individual who later proved to be sick with the contagious disease.

Flight manifests are sometimes destroyed within days, they found, and customs documents — being on paper — were not easily transmitted to health authorities and often illegible.

The proposed regulation requires airlines operating out of major airports and international cruise operators to request detailed contact information from passengers; maintain that information, along with the passenger's seat location, electronically for at least 60 days; and transmit it to the CDC within 12 hours of a request.

As currently proposed, passengers could refuse to give personal contact information and still travel. The agency would destroy the information after a year, by which time it would no longer be useful for tracing disease.

The rule also demands that ship and plane captains report to the CDC any deaths or signs of significant illness on board, preferably before arriving at their destination. Existing requirements are less explicit.

Current federal law allows the government to quarantine people "reasonably expected to be infected with or exposed to" any of nine diseases: cholera, diphtheria, infectious tuberculosis, plague, smallpox, yellow fever, viral hemorrhagic fevers (including Ebola), severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) and pandemic flu.

Under the new proposal, the criteria used to presume infection are broadened to include a fever of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher in conjunction with other symptoms.

Copyright © 2005 The Seattle Times Company
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im sure most christians will get a belly laugh out of reading the weird stuff these folks beleive. what they dont know is these folks also get a belly laugh when they read about the weird stuff christians do.
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Nepal Boy Called Reincarnation of Buddha

By BINAJ GURUBACHARYA

Associated Press Writer

KATMANDU, Nepal (AP) -- A teenage boy has been meditating in a Nepalese jungle for six months, and thousands have flocked to see him, with some believing he is the reincarnation of Buddha, police and media said Wednesday.

Ram Bahadur Banjan, 15, sits cross-legged and motionless with eyes closed among the roots of a tree in the jungle of Bara, about 100 miles south of the capital, Katmandu.

He's supposedly been that way since May 17 - but his followers have been keeping him from public view at night.

A reporter for the Kantipur newspaper, Sujit Mahat, said he spent two days at the site, and that about 10,000 people are believed to visit daily.

Soldiers have been posted in the area for crowd control, officials said.

A makeshift parking lot and cluster of food stalls have sprung up near Banjan's retreat, an area not previously frequented by visitors.

Many visitors believe Banjan is a reincarnation of Gautama Siddhartha, who was born not far away in southwestern Nepal around 500 B.C. and later became revered as the Buddha, which means Enlightened One.

Others aren't so sure.

Police inspector Chitra Bahadur Gurung said officers have interviewed the boy's associates about their claim that Banjan has gone six months without food or drink.

Officers have not directly questioned the boy, who appears deep in meditation and doesn't speak.

"We have a team ... investigating the claim on how anyone can survive for so long without food and water," Gurung said.

Local officials have also asked the Royal Nepal Academy of Science and Technology in Katmandu to send scientists to examine Banjan.

Mahat said visitors can catch a glimpse of Banjan from a roped-off area about 80 feet away from him between dawn and dusk.

Followers then place a screen in front of him, blocking the view and making it impossible to know what he is doing at night, Mahat said.

"We could not say what happens after dark," Mahat said. "People only saw what went on in the day, and many believed he was some kind of god."

Buddhism teaches that right thinking and self-control can enable people to achieve nirvana - a divine state of peace and release from desire. Buddhism has about 325 million followers, mostly in Asia.

<#==#>
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Charges against priest darken rising star

By Lawn Griffiths, Tribune

November 23, 2005

By 2003, Monsignor Dale Fushek’s star was rising so fast, the Tribune named the Mesa priest one of the "10 People to Watch" in the coming years. It may have been prophetic. The pastor of the dynamic St. Timothy’s Catholic Community was preaching to 8,000 a weekend.
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He had just gained the coveted monsignor title and had been been advanced to vicar-general for the Roman Catholic Diocese of Phoenix. He oversaw construction of the stately Diocesan Pastoral Center. He co-founded the international Catholic youth program, Life Teen, and launched the highly

respected Paz de Cristo homeless kitchen and ministry in Mesa.

He designed the worship service for Pope John Paul II’s Mass in Tempe’s Sun Devil Stadium in 1987, then chaperoned Mother Teresa in 1989 in her Valley search for a Missionaries of Charity house site.

And it looked as if Fushek, with his sparkling credentials and personable gifts, was the heir-apparent for bishop appointed by the pope for this diocese.

It was not to be.

Now, the 53-year-old priest is under house arrest in his Phoenix apartment, ordered to have no contact with youth, stripped of his passport, and no longer holding an assignment in the diocese.

On Monday, he was booked on 10 misdemeanor charges of sexual misconduct with boys and men between 1984 and 1994. They include three counts of assault, two of indecent exposure and five of contributing to the delinquency of a minor. He is scheduled to be arraigned Dec. 6.

"I am hanging in there. It’s unbelievable," Fushek said Tuesday by telephone from his home, but declined to be interviewed. He said he was awaiting the Monday return of his attorney, Michael Manning, who is out of the country.

Manning was the diocese’s lawyer two years ago when it was being challenged to come clean about past sexual misconduct by priests.

Fushek resigned last spring from St. Timothy’s on the heels of a civil lawsuit alleging he had participated in an sexual assault in 1985 on a Life Teen youth.

Still, Fushek’s supporters stand by the priest.

"This man is guided by the Holy Spirit. He is filled with the spirit," said Maruja Vargas of Chandler, who went to the Life Teen Masses on Sunday nights. "The man at every Mass was saying ‘I love you.’ This guy’s strength is because he is guided by the Holy Spirit."

"I pray the truth comes out soon and that no one forgets the thousands and thousands of wonderful things monsignor did for the teens and families of Mesa in the past 20 years," said Nancy J. Ross, who worked in Life Teen retreats.

"I saw many, many miracles during those retreats. Monsignor always spoke the truth to the kids, even when the truth was not what they wanted to hear. He taught the entire parish what a blessing our teens are to us and to the community," Ross said.

Fushek’s strength was "that he always led with the truth," said Vince Roig of Gilbert, chairman of the Life Teen board of directors. "He is a very charismatic individual who, I think, represents the Catholic Church very, very well and has in the past," he said.

Roig credited the priest’s successes to consistently "being up-front." He credits Fushek for influencing at least one youth not to commit suicide.

The priest came to the parish in 1985 "at a difficult time and frankly worked marvels," Roig said. "As a parishioner I was very, very pleased with the way he shepherded the parish."

"He inspired confidence in people," said Sue Ringler of Tempe, the first director of Paz de Cristo, which got its start in 1987 out of Fushek’s passion to serve the poor.

"He truly cared about people, he truly wanted folks to understand how faith makes you really be able to embrace your life and maybe take risks you wouldn’t take," said Ringler, who said she has no sympathy for sexual abusers. She was a victim in her childhood. She said the priest had a real love for wanting teens to feel closer to God.

Phoenix attorney Jim Cunningham negotiated a $45,000 out-of-court settlement for a young male who accused the priest of sexual harassment. At that time, in 1995, he said he warned the diocese that Fushek’s behavior could be an ongoing problem.

"Of course, nothing was done," Cunningham said.

Cunningham is the brother of the Rev. John Cunningham, who was suspended in April 2004 from his pastorate at St. Mary Magdalene parish in Gilbert on a complaint that he permitted a non-Catholic priest to concelebrate Mass at a wedding, in violation of canonical law. It was Fushek who delivered the bishop’s suspension papers to John Cunningham.

Contact Lawn Griffiths by email, or phone (480) 898-6522
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What's Eating Crow?

Our eagle-eyed scribbler talons Commander Crow, the Dalai Lama's merchandisers, columnist Jon Talton and the artful Phoenix City Council

From the beak of The Bird to the ear of Robrt L. Pela

Published: Thursday, November 24, 2005

Arizona State University president Michael Crow's stepped up his campaign to turn the most populous main campus in the nation into America's most sterile institution of higher learning.

Having already neutered ASU's unruly fraternity community and squashed any display of politically oriented window decorations in dorm windows (because college kids should be studying quantum physics, not promoting a safer environment or backing a political candidate -- what do they think this is, the '60s?!), the pugnacious prez has set his sights on making sure students keep their rooms neat and tidy.

Last month, officials from the university's Residential Life division pumped up inspections of campus dormitories and began nosing around for sanitary, security and safety violations. Where these pop quizzes previously occurred during winter break (when most students have taken their trashy selves back home to Mommy), ResLife officials now plan to sniff sheets once every semester.

Don't believe what you hear about birds of a feather flocking together, because Crow didn't return any of this prying pigeon's phone calls on the subject. Crow crony (and Associate Vice President for Public Affairs) Virgil Renzulli referred this acerbic avian to Residential Life spokesperson Susan Mulligan, who blathered that "President Crow wants to enhance safety, security, and sanitary conditions all around campus, so [the inspections] are an initiative we undertook to address that."

Mulligan says ResLife is on the lookout for grimy countertops, spoiled food, and piles of trash (read: the contents of most college dorm rooms) more than it is weapons, drugs, or alcohol (read: all the things that make college fun). Does this mean Joe College can hide his bong in plain sight? Potential scofflaws, Mulligan claims, will have a week's notice to disappear any unkempt or illicit activities.

In other words, stash your stash, kiddies! Students who don't will be subjected to an Orwellian behavior education system that requires paying a fine and completing multi-hour interactive computer courses on the evils of drugs, alcohol and other college staples.

Dorm rat mutterings have been heard, most of them pertaining to this "invasion of privacy," which this middle finger extended takes to mean the kids are angry because -- just when they thought they'd gotten away from Mom and chores! -- they still have to clean their damn rooms or be grounded.

"And anyway," The Bird can imagine these teens whining, "where will we find time to devote to Emperor Crow's big-money scientific studies if we have to take the trash out?"

Indeed. And shouldn't Crow and company be less concerned with turning out good little housekeepers and more concerned with Big Brother's latest attempts to muscle his way onto campus?

Word has reached The Bird that the computer nerds from ASU's Information Technology division are being bullied by both the U.S. Justice Department and the Federal Communications Commission into a billion-dollar systems upgrade that would permit wiretapping of computer networks at universities nationwide. Because, as any fool knows, the best place for a potential terrorist to hide out while he plans the destruction of our nation is in Professor Goldfarb's Anatomy 101 class.

William Lewis, ASU's chief disinformation officer, says America's favorite party school has jumped onto a multi-college lawsuit filed in the federal court that will make ASU exempt from this nosy upgrade.

But Lewis, like all the college kids who must shirk their studies in favor of housekeeping duties, is wasting his time. Doesn't he know that Commander Crow sits on the board of trustees for In-Q-Tel, a nonprofit research organization created by the CIA to find and develop cutting-edge technology?

If The Bird were running this dirty-dormed school, it would just call Crow's connections and ask the feds to back off from potentially sorting through ASU students' e-mails. Or maybe, instead of asking students to change their underwear more often, ASU eggheads could use their recent research in implanting microchips into the brains of rhesus monkeys and zap them into the noggins of average college slobs.

Well, Hello, Dalai!

No doubt about it: His Holiness the Dalai Lama has had a hell of a run, what with marauding Communist Chinese chasing him out of Tibet and killing thousands of his friends and followers in the process.

In fact, if the Chinese had their way, "Mr. Lama," as a local TV station recently dubbed him, would be in another phase of his eternal reincarnation: He'd be dead.

But here he was this fall, a delightful and brilliant older gent spinning ancient yarns and considering eternal truths in the tony surroundings of Tucson's J.W. Marriott Starr Pass Resort. Tickets for the long-awaited three-day event sponsored by Arizona Teachings, Inc. started at $285, a price tag that didn't dissuade the thousands of supplicants who filled the huge banquet room for six two-hour sessions.

Out in the lobby, The Bird heard dozens of vendors hawking Buddhist-themed merchandise: "Hey, get your prayer wheels! Two-for-one sale!" Tee shirts and $12 ball caps that commemorated the spiritual leader's Tucson appearance sold out quickly, despite the fact that, according to the label sewn inside each of them, these billed caps were "Made in China."

Now there's some bad karma!

Getting Our Phil

The Bird loves Jon Talton. In fact, this owlish beaker can't figure out how Talton gets away with writing such a coherent, entertaining public policy column in the Arizona Republic. Perhaps Talton's editors don't read his copy, and therefore don't realize he's not keeping up the snooze-inducing standards of that newspaper, which The Bird often lines its cage with.

Too bad Talton was a no-show at a recent speaking engagement where he planned to dish the downtown dirt on the "dynamics of the downtown Phoenix transformation." Sounding more like Norma Shearer than a daily news columnist, Talton told The Bird that he skipped his appearance at something called the Phoenix AM Breakfast Discussion Series because he "had the most ghastly stomach flu!"

Talton's replacement? Mayor Phil Gordon. Which The Bird finds hilarious, and not only because Gordon advocates the city's "If you build it, they will come" view of downtown reclamation, while Talton campaigns for a more cautionary approach to same. (So much for checks and balances.)

"Look, you know, as a politician, he has to put as positive a face as he can on things," Talton tweeted about Mayor Phil. "And I think he absolutely gets what we need to do downtown. [But] government is not particularly good at either creating inspiring architecture or the fine-grained human connectivity that make a downtown delightful."

Fine-grained human connectivity?! Never mind.

So how come Talton recently wrote that Gordon is "one of the few denizens of City Hall who 'gets' urban," a dubious opinion considering Phil was quoted on National Public Radio affiliate KJZZ-FM last week as saying graffiti is "psychologically damaging." Find The Bird a city where "urban" doesn't include gangsta tagging, and it will quit squawking on the subject. Apparently, despite Talton's pro-Phil huckstering, the good mayor is planning a downtown renovation that's urban but not messed up by evidence of urban brown-skinned people. Can't wait to see how he pulls that off -- round-the-clock graffiti spies? Twenty-four-hour repainting crews?

Talton stands by his man, telling The Bird that Phil was a perfect replacement. "It was no conspiracy; it was no breach of protocol. If Phil and I were in cahoots, that might be another matter."

Okay. But if Phil and Talton aren't "in cahoots" (The Bird really likes the sound of that word), how come Talton is asking Phil's people for permission to present the politician in the best possible light regarding recent police-inspection troubles in the downtown arts district known as Roosevelt Row?

In an August 8 e-mail to Ed Zuercher, Phil's senior deputy chief of staff, Talton wrote, "Can you give me any 'tone help' for a column I am working on? Don't want to beat up the city. But also don't want to see Roosevelt Row crushed." To which Zuercher replied, "As far as tone . . . we have to work hard to rebuild trust now."

You certainly do, Jonny.

Just Plane Artsy

What do you do if you want to buy $9 million worth of old military airplanes, but you don't have an extra $9 million lying around?

If you're the Phoenix City Council, you just call the planes "art."

Since 1987, The Bird discovered, the city's earmarked a whopping 1 percent of all new capital-improvement-project money for public art. A group of wanna-be docents calling itself the Phoenix Arts and Culture Commission picks the projects and the artists meant to spruce up our fair city -- which, because we're talking about 1 percent of the capital improvements budget, usually buys stuff made from old shoestrings and used plastic spoons.

Anyhow, no matter how cool a bunch of old planes may be, they're not likely to catch the eye of an Arts Commission. Especially when they cost $9 million. Which might explain how Councilman Dave Siebert got the bright idea of starting an Aviation Museum at Sky Harbor Airport. And why, when he decided that the percent-for-art budget was an easy source of money, he sidestepped the Commission entirely.

In April, the City Council transportation committee quietly gave the idea of using percent-for-art money to buy the planes a preliminary okay. A few months later, the Aviation Department hired a consultant with that same money, inking a contract for just under $40,000, because anything higher than that requires full City Council approval.

And last week, faster than The Bird could say "pandering to veterans," the four transportation committee members unanimously voted to move the plan forward. Now they're hiring an appraiser and getting ready to buy a bunch of rusted-out dive-bombers.

This is wacky shit, even for Phoenix.

And while this feathered fiend loves anything with wings, it's hard to imagine that art or airplane fans will deal with the rigors of airport parking to get to a museum. Fact is, museums have hardly been an easy sell in the Valley; just two years ago, Mesa's 22-year-old Champlin Fighter Museum closed its doors and shipped its planes to Seattle, citing poor attendance.

But here's the real question: Why did council members authorize using our already-limited arts money for such an airheaded project?

Susan Copeland, a member of the arts commission, thinks she has the answer: Because they can.

"If this project, in its current vague state, had gone before any one of our bond committees, it would not have been approved," Copeland snarls.

But the City Council was an easier sell. After all, it's only arts money.

At the council meeting the other day, members Siebert, Peggy Bilsten, Claude Mattox, and Doug Lingner appointed a new ad hoc group to oversee the project. And who's surprised to learn that this nine-member committee has just one arts commission member on it? Not The Bird. (To be fair, Phil Jones, executive director of the city's Arts and Culture Office, will also be a member. That brings the arts-to-slobs score to 7-2. And Mattox probably has a paint-by-numbers kit stashed in his coat closet or something.)

Jones told The Bird that this "fly me" project has him baffled:

"To some people, this is art. We've always used the definition that art is created by artists. If they'd asked me, I guess I'd have said that airplanes could be considered cultural artifacts, but not art."

But, of course, no one asked. The Bird guesses that's because they didn't much care to get an answer.

"I'm not going to qualify what is and isn't art," came Councilman Lingner's zingy final statement on the subject.

Okay, Doug. Don't. But isn't that the point of sending projects to the arts commission?

<#==#>

arizona attorney general terry goddard, maricopa county attorney general andrew thomas and a several other government agencies spread a bunch of lies about the drug war to convince us that we should continue the stupid drug war, jail moms who take drugs, and have the state seize the children of these moms and put them in government foster homes.
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Ice, Ice, Baby

Arizona moms are abusing meth more than any other drug. Want to get them clean, save the family and save tax dollars? Try dangling their kids as the carrot

By Robert Nelson

Published: Thursday, November 24, 2005

Maggie Voss cried as her 7-year-old son, Ryan, received a Student of the Month award from his school's principal recently. The weeping was a little weird, but the other parents didn't seem to notice. Some suburban moms tend to overreact to their babies' accomplishments. That's a given. It's better than the alternative.

The reason Maggie Voss was crying, though, was precisely because she used to be the alternative; the scourge, the blight, the problem, the drain on our resources, the decay of our society.

Think crank whore, and Voss was it.

A pistol-packin', trash-mouthed meth mama who kept getting knocked up by the next guy who knocked her around. Three dads, four kids, even more felonies. (See "Meth and Sex" about the relationship between meth addiction and sex addiction.) In most people's eyes, she was hopeless, irredeemable, evil.

And that kid up at the podium? He's a "meth baby," the modern equivalent of the dreaded "crack baby," born to a meth-addicted mother, stigmatized by our culture at birth as messed up, hopeless, sure to be a lifelong drain on the public coffers.

But the truth is, Maggie and Ryan are living proof that methamphetamine addiction can be overcome. They also prove that meth-addicted moms can be good moms again, that kids are more resilient than we think, and that kids, in general, are better off with mom than with a foster mom.

And much better off with mom than with an institution acting as mom.

Right now, though, some Arizona policymakers are working in the opposite direction. Maricopa County Attorney Andrew Thomas is working with legislators to craft a bill to give mandatory minimums and lengthen prison time for mothers who use meth while pregnant. Governor Janet Napolitano's well-meaning and often successful "Protect Children First" mandate to Child Protective Services workers is succeeding at getting children out of dangerous situations, but doing far less to help remove the drug problem from the home torn apart by drugs.

Essentially, the program Napolitano started as attorney general in 1999, the Arizona Drug Endangered Children program, has done well at getting drug-abusing parents and their children into the system. It's just not doing a very good job of getting them out.

At the same time, the state Attorney General's Office, as well as certain Valley governments, including Phoenix's, are releasing sometimes erroneous and sensationalized information regarding the effects of methamphetamine on the children of meth-addicted mothers or meth households. It is, many health officials say, a replay of the "crack-baby scare," the politically motivated, short-on-science hysteria of the late 1980s and early 1990s that damaged the lives of children much more than the crack cocaine ingested by their mothers.

The stakes of bad meth policy are extremely high for Arizona.

According to a February 2005 report, methamphetamine is the most common drug abused by individuals entering the Arizona Families F.I.R.S.T. program, the five-year-old state-run program for substance-abusing families entering the child welfare system.

Of the 1,763 individuals referred to the program, 40 percent reported methamphetamine use, beating out pot (26 percent), cocaine (13 percent), and even alcohol (32 percent) for the most-abused drug.

These are stunning numbers that suggest methamphetamine is hitting Arizona like no other state in the country.

Consider these national statistics: According to a report by the U.S. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, meth was the drug of choice for 7 percent of those who sought treatment, while alcohol abusers made up 42 percent, marijuana users 16 percent, and cocaine abusers 14 percent.

The problem, experts say: Only 10 percent of those parents with drug problems in Arizona were given residential drug treatment. And of those, fewer than 1 percent received residential drug treatment in which they had full access to their children.

In the case of methamphetamine -- arguably the toughest addition to kick -- research shows that mothers placed in long-term residential treatment along with their young child or children have the highest rate of recovery.

Under intense and often yearlong supervision, often with the threat of serious prison time hanging over them, mothers learn to be, and learn to take pride in being, sober and responsible parents again.

Look at Maggie Voss.

Voss is clean, seven years now. She owns her home, has a good job, has all four kids living with her. The kids are successful. And from all appearances, they're happy as hell and getting along great.

Voss got clean in a Salvation Army long-term residential care facility, where her children could be with her during treatment. The treatment center has since been shut down for lack of funds.

Voss went through what national experts say is the rehabilitation protocol most likely to be successful.

Right now, there is only one such program operating in the Valley of the Sun for indigent meth-addicted mothers, with a total of 24 beds.

One Phoenix Rescue Mission official estimated that those 24 beds are all that exists for an estimated 10,000 Arizona women with children who could benefit from such a program.

Under current policies, and even under proposed new ones, Voss likely would have gone to prison for years, and her ties with her children would have been severed.

One more prison inmate to pay for in a critically bloated prison system. Four more kids to support in a critically bloated foster-care system. Research suggests that when Voss would have gotten out, she quickly would have used again. (Why not? What would she have had to live for?) Research also suggests that her children would languish in foster or institutional care, likely ending up in the same life cycle as their mother.

A California study posited that it costs seven times more to imprison a mother and take away her kids than it does to break her of her addiction with long-term residential treatment.

And to be blunt, that cost just spirals over generations. Because drug moms may be really bad mothers, but they are really good at making more babies.

This, then, is a cycle begat by strictly punitive measures based on politics and bad science.

"People like me are really tough for a community," Voss admits. "Hell, they had every right to throw me in prison and take away my kids. I was a disaster.

"But I was incredibly lucky to be given a real shot at recovery and redemption. That's rare here, trust me. But the payoff is huge. There are thousands more out there like me. What's the potential savings there?

"For me, what was saved was my life. For my kids, their mother and their home were saved."

According to the Arizona Attorney General's Office, 362 Arizona children have been "rescued from meth labs" in the past four years.

Of the meth-lab busts in Arizona since 2000, children were present in about a third of the cases.

Since 2000, 218 children have been taken into temporary custody by Child Protective Services at the scenes of meth-related busts.

To be sure, there are real horror stories.

Earlier this year, the Phoenix Police Department busted a house with a meth lab in which the air was so toxic it took six hours of airing the place out to make it safe enough for investigators to enter without oxygen tanks. Living in the house was an 18-month-old baby, who now lives with relatives in another state.

Last year, Phoenix police had trouble entering a meth-lab home because a mountain of trash blocked the door. Inside, they found seven years' worth of garbage. The home had no electricity or water; the owner was stealing water from a neighbor's garden hose.

Two children lived in the house. Their father had set up a mattress in front of the television set in the living room. The kids slept and ate and spent their days on that mattress. They only left the mattress to urinate in bottles and defecate in buckets that were strewn throughout the house.

Since 2000, two children have died in the Valley from ingesting waste from the meth labs their parents operated.

Nobody is saying mixing methamphetamine and children isn't a degrading, dangerous and sometimes lethal combination.

What is wrong, many drug-addiction researchers and treatment experts say, is that police, prosecutors and political leaders often use horror stories to make sweeping arguments that parents must be dealt with punitively, which lands their kids in foster care.

Attorney General Terry Goddard, in the "Methamphetamine Fact Sheet" on his office's Web site, lists "facts" that many researchers argue are not facts at all.

For example, the AG states: "Prenatal exposure to meth causes infants to be six times more likely to be born with birth defects such as spina bifida, club foot, intestinal abnormalities and skeletal abnormalities."

Also: "Children found in meth labs often suffer from developmental delays and have likely been abused or neglected."

That line is followed with: "Justice Department statistics show that neglected or abused children are 50 percent more likely to be arrested as juveniles, 40 percent more likely to be arrested for a violent crime as adults and 33 percent more likely to be substance abusers."

Ergo, meth-exposed kids can end up as drug-addicted criminals who resemble the Elephant Man.

"That stuff about the children being more likely to have defects is just absolutely not true," Dr. Barry Lester, probably the nation's leading researcher on the effects of meth and crack cocaine on children, tells New Times. "That statement comes from some early, early research done on animals. Nothing in any human tests shows anything like that."

And the attorney general's other claims?

"There are no published studies of children in meth-lab homes," he says. "The jump from meth to general research on abuse and neglect? None of that is valid.

"It's just like what we saw in the 1980s with crack cocaine," he says. "It's not science. It's politics."

Lester, the director of Brown University's Center for the Study of Children at Risk, who heads a massive National Institute of Health study on drug-addicted parents and children, knows the science better than anyone.

In the course of his research, though, he's also had to learn the politics of addiction, of which there are two basic camps.

The liberal persuasion looks at drug use as a public-health problem requiring compassion and understanding. From this perspective, he says, drug use during pregnancy, or in the presence of young children, must be treated in the same manner as depression or mental illness.

The conservative view of drug use during pregnancy is that the mother is committing a voluntary and illegal act against the rights of the fetus. From this view, women who use drugs when pregnant are willfully hurting their children, a crime that deserves significant punishment. The same goes for a parent who uses or manufactures the drug in the presence of their children.

Throughout history, American voters have generally liked the idea of punishing drug users better than the idea of treating them.

And to be honest, punishment is just about as effective at changing behavior as the average short-term outpatient treatment program.

The problem is, in meth-afflicted families, punishment of the parents usually ends up punishing the children while doing nothing to solve the core problem.

Especially damaging was the political response in the late 1980s to the rise in the use of crack cocaine, particularly among women with children.

"So many lives were ruined during that time based on bad science or no science," Lester says. "We can't let that repeat itself with the response to methamphetamine."

Lester conducted the nation's most comprehensive long-term study on the effects of crack cocaine on mothers and their children.

"For cocaine, we now know that early scientific reports were exaggerated and portrayed children who were exposed to cocaine in utero as irreparably doomed and damaged."

In fact, Lester's research showed that crack-cocaine-exposed children did have deficits in intelligence and language skills, but those deficits were minor and often easily overcome in special-educational settings. Also, crack-exposed children did show increased difficulty paying attention and handling abstract thinking problems. Again, though, the problems were minor and conquerable.

They were nothing close to problems experienced by children with fetal alcohol syndrome.

In addition, University of Florida researchers studied two groups of infants born with cocaine in their systems. One group was placed in foster care, the other with birth mothers able to care for them. After six months, the babies were tested using all the usual measures of infant development: rolling over, sitting up, reaching out.

Consistently, the children placed with their birth mothers did better.

"For the foster children, being taken from their mothers was more toxic than the cocaine," says Richard Wexler, executive director of the National Coalition for Child Protection Reform.

But that was exactly what most policymakers in the 1980s and early 1990s wanted to do: Immediately separate mother from child. Also, throughout the crack scare, increasingly popular across the country were laws greatly increasing prison time for crack-addicted mothers.

At the same time, Lester says, children exposed to crack as babies were stigmatized within the educational system. Often, these children were "expected to fail," he says, "and when you're expected to fail, you usually do."

While everyone focused on crack cocaine, Lester says, they ignored the reality of the average substance-abusing household. Typically, in such a family setting, more than one drug was getting abused. And beyond those drugs, there were often myriad other forms of neglect and abuse coming from directions other than the crack-addicted mother.

Now, Lester says he is seeing the same sort of political storm brewing around methamphetamine, creating the same sort of erroneous information and damaging legislation.

And so far, Lester's research on in utero methamphetamine use shows it has nearly identical long-term effects as its first cousin, crack cocaine.

"If the meth effect is anything like the cocaine effect, which in the early stages it appears to be, it is mild and treatable," Lester says. "I just don't want us to make the same mistake with meth that we made with crack."

Which is why Lester and 90 other physicians, scientists and treatment experts released a statement in July imploring the nation's policymakers to address the methamphetamine problem with great care.

"We are concerned that policies based on false assumptions will result in punitive civil and child-welfare interventions that are harmful to women, children and families," the group's statement read.

The physicians called for policymakers to base their decisions on "the best research" and to focus on promoting the proven solutions -- "ongoing research and improvement and provision of treatment services."

Whether that will happen -- especially in regions of the country like Arizona, where law-and-order demagoguery wins elections -- is anyone's guess.

"You get these 'tough-on-crime' guys who have no idea how to actually be tough on crime," Lester says. "What they end up doing is just ruining lives and perpetuating crime over generations."

Detective Tim Ahumada is tough on crime. Has been for a quarter of a century.

He's still working on being smarter on crime, though. That is a lifelong process. And that is the only way you ever win any ground in the drug war.

"I know we need to do something more as a community, but I'm still not exactly sure what it is," admits Ahumada, who works with the Phoenix Police Department's Crimes Against Children Detail, a job that increasingly takes him into the homes of meth abusers with young children.

"As a police officer, I'm the intervention. I'm the quick fix. But I'm not the answer."

Ahumada, like a lot of veteran cops in the drug wars, is a dichotomy of hope and cynicism. He doesn't see that his 25 years have put a dent in drug use. In fact, he has plugged away as a new and bigger scourge has grown exponentially around him.

"Meth is the worst drug I've seen on the family." he says. "If you're on it, all you want is the drug -- period. The idea of taking care of kids goes right out the window."

He has charged into the worst of houses, babies lying in days' worth of their own feces next to explosive meth-lab chemicals, 5-year-olds running households because mom has been in bed for three days. In a recent home, the child's main chore was to get the meth pipes for the adults.

And Ahumada doesn't mind stacking charges on parents. In the chain of law enforcement, judicial and health-care officials involved in the attorney general's Drug Endangered Children program, it is his job to give those down the road in the system the biggest stick possible.

So he's tough on crime.

But his great hope, he says, is that the case he builds on parents ultimately leads to the rebuilding of that family. No doubt, some of the people he busts are just plain scumbags. But very often, he says, he finds hope for the future in the oddest places.

For example, he often comes across parents who say they only smoke meth once their kids are in bed. One dad would only cook when his children were at school. If they came home and the batch wasn't cooked, "mom would take the kids to the mall."

Maggie Voss insists she never let her kids go into the room in which "the hard-core users" were shooting meth into their veins.

While it's true, Ahumada says, "that tweakers don't parent their kids at all, it's also true that many of these people, if you can get the drug out of the house, have a good chance at rebuilding the home."

"This may sound weird, but I can often see the parenting values still there buried under the horrors of the addiction," he says. "What that is is a glimmer of hope. If we can do the job right after I'm done, there's a chance I won't have to come back."

And the children?

Yes, there's damage, but kids are also resilient, and "in some cases, they've learned to take care of themselves in ways most kids of today can't even imagine," he says. "If you can just get the drug out of the family setting, there's hope. And in many cases I've seen, there's plenty of hope not just that these kids can get by, but that they can thrive."

What that means for a community, Ahumada says, is providing the proper carrot to go along with the stick provided by police.

It was 7 a.m., and here was this rough-looking guy cruising around on a motorcycle with a rough-looking woman hanging on. You can see why the cop pulled over Maggie Voss and her boyfriend. They screamed methamphetamine.

When the cop ran Maggie's name through the system, it came back that she had an outstanding warrant for failure to appear.

Well, of course she didn't get to court that day. Her previous boyfriend had locked her up in a bedroom of his house. He boarded the door and told Maggie that if she and her daughter tried to leave, he would kill them.

But she did leave. And the guy did stalk her. And then she found this new guy. And he was pretty nice to her, and he did not lock her up for days on end and did not beat her and threaten to kill her every day.

"You know, he didn't pulverize me," Voss says. "So I was hooked."

Unbeknown to her, in her belly that morning was her fourth child by the third different guy.

Her other three kids were with her parents and sister.

She had taken them to her sister's years before. Voss told her sister she was hard up for money and needed a few weeks to get back on her feet.

The weeks turned to months, the months to years, and pretty soon, her sister and other family members stopped bringing the kids by for visits.

Her family wasn't exactly sure what was happening -- they did not know about meth. Voss had been raised in a healthy, happy home -- "no cycle perpetuating itself there," she says. "But that meant they weren't exactly sure what I was up to. They just knew it was bad."

Throughout the late 1990s, she bounced from meth house to meth house. Back then, it was pretty much only a white-trash drug, lots of biker dudes, lots of tattoos, a few Aryan Brotherhood members.

In time, Voss was dealing. At first she was bad at it. Her volume was not only too low to support her habit, but she lost her house and everything else.

So she took her kids to her sister's and moved in with a new guy. She started dealing more and getting ripped off less. She always carried a pistol and was known around town as a ferocious bitch to cross.

"If you met me then," she says in the cafeteria of the hospital where she now works as an administrator, "you would not have seen hope. You would have wanted to put me away for life."

But the judge in her case, with the help of her family, did see hope. He gave her a choice -- long-term residential treatment that she had to complete successfully, or prison. If she succeeded at treatment, she could be reunited with her children. If not, they were gone.

A giant stick. A giant carrot.

She went into the Harbor Light program of the Salvation Army, a yearlong inpatient drug treatment program that most closely modeled what national meth-abuse experts say is the most effective treatment protocol for meth-addicted parents.

Voss was one of the last to graduate from the program, which -- as is common with treatment programs in Arizona -- was shut down in 2000 because of lack of funding.

Also, when her baby was born, she was allowed to keep the infant with her at Harbor Light. The center had its own child-care facility.

It takes months for meth to clear the system and for brain chemicals to begin flowing normally again. During the first stages of withdrawal, addicts are alternately lethargic and jittery, their brains craving the drug that, as addiction set in, provided equilibrium.

After a few months, Voss began learning how to function in the real world again. The whole time, too, she was learning to mother again.

Any time she considered getting high, she had to consider losing the baby in her arms.

"You don't know how powerful a deterrent that is until you've been there," she says. "It's hell fighting this addiction. But it was worth it because I could see the rewards. These beautiful children. I had to be there for them."

Once the overwhelming mothering instinct could again be discerned, meth addiction was beatable.

After 12 months essentially locked up at the Salvation Army, Voss began her return to society. But again, as the top research shows, this foray into the real world needs to be supervised. Voss was in a halfway-house setting, with constant counseling at hand, for six more months.

The trick here, treatment experts say, is to help the recovering addict build new friendships and life patterns free of chemicals.

Voss began working again. In time, her older children returned to her. She cleaned up her credit. She bought a car, she bought a house.

Now it's Voss and her four kids taking on the world.

She has her two oldest boys, Brandon, who has graduated high school, and Donnie, who is excelling in high school, both of whom spent much of their childhood living with Maggie's sister.

She has Megan, who is a star student despite spending her early years catering to Maggie's drug friends, and later, running for her life from her mother's violent boyfriend.

And, of course, Ryan, conceived in a meth haze but born drug-free, a born leader at school who has only known his mother as the rock of the family.

"We're a team," she says. "I'm so proud of them, it's crazy. And we're proof that it can be done and that a little extra work from the community is worth it.

"What scares me is the thought of how many women there are who won't get the kind of help I got," she says. "What, thousands of mothers, thousands of children? They can be saved. The community just has to come together to do it the right way."

In their February assessment of Arizona Families F.I.R.S.T., the statewide program for families entering the child-welfare system with substance-abuse problems, University of Arizona researchers made several recommendations for making the program more effective.

They were heartened by the fact that 48 percent of the parents entering the program received at least six months of treatment, mostly on an outpatient basis, an improvement over past years.

"The patterns are promising," researchers said, "given that research on substance-abuse treatment emphasizes that the longer a client remains in treatment, the more likely it is that treatment will result in long-term behavior change."

But that six months of outpatient care is far from reaching a standard of treatment proven effective in households in which meth has taken hold.

In 2004, Dr. Lester's team at Brown finished the most comprehensive analysis yet of drug treatment programs for pregnant women and women with children.

Their first discovery: that women are underserved by treatment programs compared to men, and that pregnant women are grossly underserved.

They also discovered that scarcely little analysis has been done of the effectiveness of the treatment programs that do exist.

That said, though, in limited studies of comprehensive female treatment programs in Hawaii and Los Angeles, it became clear that inpatient programs that allowed mothers to remain in contact with their children provided the greatest chances for success.

"Mothers admitted to the programs with their children had better treatment retention and higher rates of successful treatment completion than women admitted without their children," Lester wrote.

"The authors also suggest that the inclusion of children could strengthen mother self-esteem and mother-child bonds while also improving post-treatment outcomes."

And, he wrote, "results suggest that an intensive day treatment model is more effective than a standard outpatient treatment model for a variety of reasons."

Some other findings:

The more intense the penalties for drug-addicted mothers, the less likely they are to enter themselves into intensive treatment for fear of losing their children.

It is imperative that programs are modeled specifically to meet the needs of females, and especially, females with babies or young children.

That the best programs offer comprehensive care in one location -- "one-stop shopping," as Lester called it. This, research shows, allows mothers to develop a relationship with a consistent team of providers, which has shown to reduce dropout rates.

Offering parenting classes is a must.

Family members should be included in treatment whenever possible.

"Most professionals agree that a comprehensive program is best for mothers," Lester wrote. "Services should be family-centered, community-based, multi-disciplinary, individually tailored and promote competency of the individual."

Again, while Arizona has succeeded at creating a multi-disciplinary, cross-jurisdictional approach to getting drug-addicted parents into the system and drug-affected children to safety, the state's leaders have generally failed at building the infrastructure needed to get the drug out of the household and get the family functioning again.

"I'm definitely the exception right now," Maggie Voss says. "The vast majority of women in Arizona aren't given a realistic shot at recovering from this drug."

It is hard to argue against Governor Napolitano's "children first" mandate to the child-welfare system. The basic idea: Get children away from dangerous situations.

The mandate was a response to a sickening litany of stories about children who had been returned by CPS to dysfunctional homes and later died at the hands of their abusers.

"It was the right thing to do," says Jeff Taylor, a counselor and program advocate for the Phoenix Rescue Mission. "But there is fallout. It's a policy that goes against the ideas that work best in treating mothers and reuniting families once the drugs are gone."

Taylor came over to the Phoenix Rescue Mission when the Harbor Light program was shut down at the Salvation Army. The closing of Harbor Light, Taylor and several other counselors say, was a sad day for Arizona.

"It just plain worked," he says. "It breaks my heart to think how many mothers have been denied the help they need since it closed."

The only statistics regarding the Harbor Light program are by no means of scientific quality. But they are intriguing.

In the last three years of the program, when Harbor Light offered full-time child care and full-scale residential treatment for pregnant meth-addicted mothers, 27 of the 28 women who came into the program pregnant delivered a drug-free baby.

Also, 60 percent of mothers who went through the intensive yearlong program returned two years later for an annual reunion picnic held for patients.

"Nothing scientific," Taylor says, "but you don't come back and celebrate with your counselors if you're actively using. You just stay away."

Compared with all men or women with or without children who went through the program, the mothers had the highest return rate at the reunions, he says.

Taylor also ran the Harbor Light child-care facility. There, he says, he saw as much hope as in the treatment facility for mothers.

"I don't know where this idea of 'meth kids' comes from," he says. "These kids were bright, engaged, full of love. The child with real emotional or developmental problems was very much the exception."

Once Harbor Light closed, Taylor says, only one program remained in the Valley for long-term residential treatment for indigent mothers in which their children can stay at the facility with them. That program, run by the Center for Hope, has 24 beds available.

"We know there are thousands of mothers out there addicted to meth," Taylor says. "So right now, we're giving about one-tenth of 1 percent the kind of treatment known to work. That's not good at all."

The Phoenix Rescue Mission is in the planning stages of a new facility for residential treatment of drug-addicted mothers, he says.

When that's completed, perhaps 100 women per year will have a shot at the kind of treatment that gave Maggie Voss and her four children their lives back.

Taylor and other advocates around the state will be asking the governor and legislators to work toward expanding these sorts of treatment programs for drug-addicted parents.

"Right now, the direction has been away from getting treatment for the family," Taylor says. "The governor was right to run with the idea of a child's safety first. But now, we need to look at the idea of putting foster care at the end of the line. If the parents fail, then it's foster care. If they succeed, the family is saved."

Support for this sort of reform isn't just coming from the experts in treatment. It's also coming from the experts in incarceration.

"We're still falling short on the treatment end," says Phoenix police Detective Ahumada. "Everything we do is a waste if the cycle continues. I know we can do better. And considering how important this is to so many lives, we absolutely must do better."

<#==#>

Volunteers are needed to help the government shake down old people for money

http://www.azcentral.com/community/scottsdale/articles/1123sr-briefs23Z8.html

Volunteers are needed to prepare tax returns

Nov. 23, 2005 12:00 AM

SCOTTSDALE - The Civic Center and Via Linda senior centers need volunteers to prepare income tax returns at no charge for seniors and low-income residents in the community.

Volunteers will receive training, and the service is offered through AARP Tax-Aide, the nation's largest free, volunteer-run tax counseling and preparation service for qualified recipients.

To volunteer, call toll-free, 1-888-227-7669 or use the online registration form at www.aarp.org/taxaide. advertisement

<#==#>

does this mean machine gun toting thugs will be patroling the malls????

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=53880

SWAT to patrol malls in Valley

By Katie McDevitt, Tribune

November 24, 2005

They operate special weapons, negotiate hostage situations and use explosives. They shoot with precision and are one of the most highly-trained units at the sheriff’s office.

They are the SWAT team.

Starting Friday, they’ll be patrolling Valley shopping malls.

The Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office is beefing up its holiday patrol, adding 30 SWAT members to the deputies and volunteer posse members already out around the holiday season. The SWAT team will patrol 11 Valley malls including Scottsdale Fashion Square, Chandler Fashion Center and Arizona Mills.

"I send them out on certain specialty operations that I feel are necessary," Sheriff Joe Arpaio said.

"I feel the protection of the people at the malls is necessary," he said.

Mall officials declined comment or could not be reached for comment.

The SWAT team will still be available to mobilize for other situations requiring them and their response time will not be any longer, Arpaio said. The team has been on patrol for months and will add the shopping malls into its normal routes.

Ronell Bolden sat on a bench outside Mesa’s Fiesta Mall on Wednesday. He, like several others questioned about Arpaio’s mall plans, believed the extra SWAT patrol was good, but perhaps a bit overboard for a quiet mall such as Fiesta.

"It’s already a good place," Bolden of Mesa said. "Right here, it’s pretty cool."

He visits the mall frequently and said he’s never seen trouble there.

Another shopper, Tim Yohe of Mesa, agreed.

"If something does happen, then, yeah (it’s good)," Yohe said. "But I don’t see anything happening."

The sheriff ’s office has been patrolling malls starting the day after Thanksgiving and continuing through Christmas since 1993 and uses canine units, mounted posse, deputies on motorcycles and bicycles, and posse members on foot to deter and prevent crime.

"If we have a SWAT situation at the mall like in Washington, naturally we’ll be mobilized quickly," Arpaio said.

In Tacoma, Wash., a 20-year-old man was charged with eight counts of first degree assault, four counts of kidnapping and two counts of unlawful possession of a firearm after he used a pair of assault rifles to shoot six people Nov. 20 inside a mall and held four people hostage for about four hours.

Two shoppers Wednesday at the Fiesta Mall felt Arpaio’s move to add SWAT members was reactionary.

"He goes to extremes," said Pam Throckmorton of Chandler.

"That would make me uncomfortable," said Renee Butcher, also of Chandler. "I wouldn’t come here if they had SWAT teams here. . . . That’s an isolated incident (in Washington). Doesn’t he have any other place to put them?"

Throckmorton added, "Thanks for warning us."

Contact Katie McDevitt by email, or phone (480) -898-633

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/1124mallswat.html

Sheriff's Office posse will patrol malls during holiday season

Lindsey Collom and Brent Whiting

The Arizona Republic

Nov. 24, 2005 12:00 AM

Shoppers will not be alone in flocking to the malls Friday for the start of the holiday rush.

Maricopa County Sheriff's Office posse members will start patrolling nearly a dozen Valley shopping meccas. This year, they have help, and some serious firepower.

Sheriff's officials announced Wednesday that armed members of the agency's SWAT team also will be present to deter criminal activity. advertisement

Sheriff Joe Arpaio said that while there have been no major acts of violence at Valley malls with posse members on guard, "it's prudent to have more firepower out there just in case."

He said the extra enforcement is a response to the recent mall shooting in Tacoma, Wash., which injured six people and left one person in critical condition.

"I'm not trying to scare anybody," Arpaio said. "There's been a lot of publicity, and I don't say there are copycats out there, but it does alert you to be proactive. I'm just ready to go.

"I'll be using a SWAT team to protect the public and make sure people know there's someone out there looking out for them."

Arpaio said the safety effort is just part of daily operations for SWAT members, who have been involved in patrol and special assignments since a revamp in 2004. SWAT members are still on-call and will respond to situations as necessary, he said. About 300 posse volunteers will participate in the program launched in 1993. It will last through Dec. 24.

Arpaio began the mall posse patrol after a series of carjackings. Since, posse members have used horses, foot patrols, bike patrols, canines, squad cars and motorcycles to patrol mall parking lots.

"People really look forward to this," he said.

The sheriff will launch the operation at 5 p.m. Friday at Park Central Mall in central Phoenix.

<#==#>

government of the people by the elected officials and government buerocrats, for the elected officials and govenrment buerocrats (and special interest groups that give them money)

http://www.statepress.com/issues/2005/11/23/news/695074

Tempe justice courts moving to Chandler

Move would save county money, bog down city courts

by Emilia Arnold  published on Wednesday, November 23, 2005

Tempe City Council is protesting the planned move of local county justice courts to Chandler, a move Tempe Mayor Hugh Hallman said would burden city courts and inconvenience ASU students.

Misdemeanor cases cited by ASU police are handled at Tempe justice courts, but Maricopa County Superior Court is moving the facilities to downtown Chandler.

"The county can move those courts just about anywhere they want to, but I just don't think it's right," said Councilman Hut Hutson.

The Maricopa County Board of Supervisors decided about a year ago to consolidate county justice courts to reduce costs.

The courts will move from rented space to county-owned buildings, which will save the county an estimated $50 million over the next 10 years, said J.W. Brown, communications director for county court.

Some services, such as orders of protection, can be requested through city or Maricopa County justice courts, Hallman said. With the justice court in Chandler, Tempe courts will have to handle a larger load of these cases, he added.

The additional cases would be costly for Tempe, Hallman said.

"The county is merely saving money at Tempe's expense," he said.

At an Issue Review Session last week, the council authorized Hallman and Hutson to work on the issue until a conclusion is reached, according to city documents.

The council also agreed to send a letter of protest to the Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, the chief judge of the Superior Court and the chief justice of the state Supreme Court.

Hutson said he and Hallman are trying to set up a meeting with the County Board of Supervisors to discuss the issue.

Maricopa County court officials have said the decision has already been made.

Chandler has finalized the donation of 1.6 acres of land and the groundbreaking was earlier this month, said Dave Bigos, a spokesman for Chandler.

But Hutson said it isn't too late for Tempe to speak up.

"[County officials] haven't gone far enough that they can't stop," Hutson said. "I never say never."

Tempe city officials want to keep the two justice courts in Tempe so residents don't have to travel to Chandler to use court services.

Justice courts serving Mesa and Gilbert will also be moved to Chandler because of the donation.

Chandler offered the land so the complex would be near the Chandler Municipal Court and the police department, Bigos said.

Reach the reporter at emilia.arnold@asu.edu

<#==#>

Commuting By Bus In Denver? Papers, Please.

http://www.papersplease.org/davis/index.html

Next Stop: Big Brother     Meet Deborah Davis. She's a 50 year-old mother of four who lives and works in Denver, Colorado. Her kids are all grown-up: her middle son is a soldier fighting in Iraq. She leads an ordinary, middle class life. You probably never would have heard of Deb Davis if it weren't for her belief in the U.S. Constitution.

Federal Public Transportation Pass

    This is not America. When honest, law-abiding citizens can't commute to work on a city bus without a demand for their 'papers', something is very, very wrong.     One morning in late September 2005, Deb was riding the public bus to work. She was minding her own business, reading a book and planning for work, when a security guard got on this public bus and demanded that every passenger show their ID. Deb, having done nothing wrong, declined. The guard called in federal cops, and she was arrested and charged with federal criminal misdemeanors after refusing to show ID on demand.

    On the 9th of December 2005, Deborah Davis will be arraigned in U.S. District Court in a case that will determine whether Deb and the rest of us live in a free society, or in a country where we must show "papers" whenever a cop demands them.

Commuting By Bus In Denver? Papers, Please.

    DEB DAVIS LIKES to commute to work by public bus. She uses the time to read, crochet or pay bills. It's her quiet time. What with the high price of gas, she saves money, too: a week's worth of gas money gets her a month's worth of bus rides.

Deborah Davis and Son     Deborah Davis defends freedom at home while her son serves abroad in Iraq.  The bus she rides crosses the property of the Denver Federal Center, a collection of government offices such as the Veterans Administration, the U.S. Geological Survey, and part of the National Archives. The Denver Federal Center is not a high security area: it's not Area 51 or NORAD.

    On her first day commuting to work by bus, the bus stopped at the gates of the Denver Federal Center. A security guard got on and demanded that all of the passengers on this public bus produce ID. She was surprised by the demand of the man in uniform, but she complied: it would have meant a walk of several miles if she hadn't. Her ID was not taken and compared to any "no-ride" list. The guard barely glanced at it.

    When she got home, what had happened on the bus began to bother her. 'This is not a police state or communist Russia', she thought. From her 8th grade Civics class she knew there is no law requiring her, as an American citizen, to carry ID or any papers, much less show them to anyone on a public bus.     She decided she would no longer show her ID on the bus.

The Compliance Test     On Monday, September 26th 2005, Deb Davis headed off to work on the route 100 bus. When the bus got to the gates of the Denver Federal Center, a guard got on and asked her if she had an ID. She answered in the affirmative. He asked if he could see it. She said no.

Welcome.     Visitors Welcome (to be arrested). The entrance to the Denver Federal Center.  When the guard asked why she wouldn't show her ID, Deb told him that she didn't have to do so. The guard then ordered her off the bus. Deb refused, stating she was riding a public bus and just trying to get to work.     The guard then went to call his supervisor, and returned shortly with a federal policeman. The federal cop then demanded her ID. Deb politely explained once again that she would not show her ID, and she was simply commuting to work. He left, returning shortly thereafter with a second policeman in tow.

The Second Compliance Test     This second cop asked the same question and got the same answer: no showing of ID, no getting off the bus.  The cop was also annoyed with the fact that she was on the phone with a friend and didn't feel like hanging up, even when he 'ordered' her to do so.

    The second cop said everyone had to show ID any time they were asked by the police, adding that if she were in a Wal-Mart and was asked by the police for ID, that she would have to show it there, too.

    She explained that she didn't have to show him or any other policeman my ID on a public bus or in a Wal-Mart. She told him she was simply trying to go to work.

The Arrest     Suddenly, the second policeman shouted "Grab her!" and he grabbed the cell phone from her and threw it to the back of the bus. With each of the policemen wrenching one of her arms behind her back, she was jerked out of her seat, the contents of her purse and book bag flying everywhere. The cops shoved her out of the bus, handcuffed her, threw her into the back seat of a police cruiser, and drove her to a police station inside the confines of the Denver Federal Center.

    Once inside, she was taken down a hall and told to sit in a chair, still handcuffed, while one of the policemen went through her purse, now retrieved from the bus.

    The two policemen sat in front of their computers, typing and conferring, trying to figure out what they should charge her with. Eventually, they wrote up several tickets, took her outside and removed the handcuffs, returned her belongings, and pointed her toward the bus

stop. She was told that if she ever entered the Denver Federal Center again, she would go to jail.     She hasn't commuted by public bus since that day.

The Legal Case

    Deborah Davis' case is about one thing: the right to travel.  The reason why she was charged has absolutely nothing to do with security. The guard at the Denver Federal Center wasn't checking IDs against a 'no ride' list: there is no such thing. The demands made against Deb Davis were nothing more than a compliance test, a demand that she kowtow to officialdom. And lest we forget, having to show your ID is a search without a warrant.     By 'Welcome', they mean 'Show us your papers'. Yet more signs at a Denver Federal Center entrance.  The significance of Deb's case was readily apparent to the < http://www.aclu co.org/>American Civil Liberties Union of Colorado, who immediately arranged free legal representation. The first-rate legal team of ACLU volunteers Norman Mueller and Gail Johnson ­ attorneys from the prominent Colorado criminal defense firm of < http://www.hmflaw.com>Haddon, Morgan, Mueller, Jordan, Mackey & Foreman, P.C. ­ are mounting a vigorous defense on Deborah Davis' behalf.

    Deborah Davis responded to this compliance test in a way that would have made the Founding Fathers proud. She is being prosecuted for no reason other than being 'uppity' in the face of authority.     When Deb is arraigned in U.S. District Court on the 9th of December, she will most likely be charged with the following federal criminal misdemeanors: 41 CFR § 102-74.375 (Admission to Property) and 41 CFR § 102-74.385 (Conformity to Official Signs and Directions).

    Through these charges, it appears that the Feds are claiming that people were on notice that they had to show ID. Nowhere is this evident, unless 'Public Welcome' flags are bureaucratese for 'Papers, please'. In addition, Deb wasn't even visiting the Denver Federal Center. That the public bus transits the facility isn't her fault. If the Center really is Denver's answer to Area 51, then public buses should be driving around ­ not through ­ the Center.

What's Wrong With Showing ID?     "There are good people with bad papers; and bad people with good papers."   - Bertold Brecht

    What does an ID, any ID, do for security? The honest answer is 'not much'. If anyting, relying on ID for security purposes actually makes things worse.  Showing ID only affects honest people. If you're dishonest, you can obtain false documents or steal the identity of an honest person.

    If a 19 year-old college student can get a fake ID to drink, why couldn't a bad person get one, too? And no matter how sophisticated the security embedded into the ID, wouldn't a well-financed terrorist be able to falsify that, too? The answer to both questions is obviously 'yes'.

    Honest people, on the other hand, go to Pro-Life rallies. Honest people attend gun shows. Honest people protest the President of the United States. Honest people fly to political conventions.     Honest people also commute by public bus to work. What if those with the power to put people on a 'no ride' list decided that they didn't like the reason for which you wanted to travel? The honest people wouldn't be going anywhere.     Bad people, besides using fake IDs and stolen identities, can also

make the system of checking IDs work in their favor. The Carnival Booth effect, as described by researchers at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, means that terrorists can probe an ID security system by sending a number of people on innocent trips through the system and noting who is flagged for extra searches and who isn't. They then send only those who the system doesn't flag on terrorist missions.

    Still, some Americans think that "If you have nothing to hide, you have nothing to fear." Were the Founding Fathers criminals trying to protect themselves when they inserted the 4th and 5th amendments into the Bill of Rights? After all, nobody who hasn't done anything wrong needs to worry about being searched or being forced to testify against himself.

    Over the years, Americans have become accustomed to showing ID in any number of circumstances. Few have asked the question, 'Why?'.     The Department of Homeland Security has attempted to institute programs predicated on the use of ID to improve security. The fact of the matter is that demands for ID do nothing for security while making honest Americans less free.

Legal Documents Deborah Davis: Defendant     Other legal documents from Deb's case will be added to this page as they become available. Deb's personal information has been redacted.

Gail Johnson, a volunteer ACLU lawyer and respected criminal defense attorney from the law offices of < http://www.hmflaw.com>Haddon, Morgan, Mueller, Jordan, Mackey & Foreman, P.C., is defending Deb's right to travel freely in her own country.

Admissions to property citation issued by arresting officer:

< http://www.papersplease.org/davis/_dl/Admission_Violation.pdf>
U.S. District Court Violation Notice

26 September 2005 (128 KB pdf)

Conforming with signs and instructions citation issued by arresting officer:

< http://www.papersplease.org/davis/_dl/Conforming_Vio ation.pdf>U.S . District Court Violation Notice 26 September 2005 (128 KB pdf)

Statement of the arresting Homeland Security Department law enforcement officer: Department of Homeland Security Offense/Incident Report

26 September 2005 (46 KB pdf)

<#==#>

TSA Homeland Security Officers strip search alleged 2 year old female terrorist!

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/eastvalleyopinions/articles/1125selets25Z10.html

Tot strip-searched, grandma says

Nov. 25, 2005 12:00 AM

Before boarding a Southwest Airlines flight to Portland, Ore., on Nov. 18, my daughter's 2-year-old daughter was strip-searched.

It took her a long time to get through security here at Phoenix.

Now I remember the reason I don't fly anymore - security!

My daughter ended up having to strip down her little girl to her diaper. The security thought something was suspicious with that poor 2-year-old.

My daughter asked at the first thing, "Do you want me to take off her belt and shoes?"

They said, "No, she is under 12, so she doesn't need to."

Then the alarm went off again and again as each piece of clothing was removed. They wanted to pat the little girl down. My daughter refused to let them do that. Good.

This is so ridiculous.

Jean A. Smith

Mesa

<#==#>

Look lady if you turn up your music too loud and bother your neighbors we will send the Mesa cops  over and jail your sorry ass quicker then you can say "turn down the music".

But on the other hand if the City of Mesa wants to force every citizen that lives within a mile of the Mesa Amphitheatre to listen to the concert  put on by the city of Mesa that too badddddd. We don't have to obey any stinking distrubing the peace laws.

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/eastvalleyopinions/articles/1125selets25Z10.html

Amphitheater too loud

I sent an e-mail to Mesa's mayor, council members and city manager asking for help with a problem I encountered last week.

I live about a mile from the Mesa Amphitheatre at University Drive and Center Street. Last week the noise coming from that facility was so loud that I could hear it rather loudly in the back bedroom of my home with the door and all windows closed.

I don't believe it is unreasonable to ask that the volume be lowered when so many residents are affected by it. I received a reply this week from Rhett Evans, director, Commercial Facilities Division, who said, "The shows held this past week (although loud) were both in compliance."

I just don't find this an acceptable solution to this problem. If you are affected by this, please let your city officials know about it.

Janet Brandon

Mesa

<#==#>

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/1126religion1126.html

Non-believers organize to promote awareness

Stephanie Innes

Arizona Daily Star

Nov. 26, 2005 12:00 AM

TUCSON - Weary of feeling silenced by a culture dominated by organized faith, non-believers in southern Arizona and nationwide are coming out.

Atheists, agnostics and others who fall outside mainstream religion are forming their own organizations. Non-believers say it's time to step up and get some respect.

"I hear people wonder how atheists can be moral. I just think things are getting really ridiculous," said 26-year-old Mary Adde, a University of Arizona graduate student and atheist who is part of a new campus club for non-believers.

A local chapter of the international Center for Inquiry, a support and education group for non-religious people, also formed this year.

Tucson Atheists became an official chapter of the national American Atheists Inc. in March and also plans more local visibility.

"It is a way for non-believers to come together and not feel so isolated. I'm an atheist, and I'm proud of it," Tucson Atheists spokeswoman Jasmine England said. Hartford Seminary in Connecticut on Nov. 2 opened its Institute for the Study of Secularism in Society and Culture to increase understanding of the contemporary significance of secular values.

And Lori Lipman Brown, a lawyer, atheist and former Nevada state senator, in September became executive director of the Secular Coalition for America in Washington, a lobbying group with goals of keeping religion out of government and winning respect for the non-religious.

"We want to change the national conversation, to make it unacceptable to make us invisible," Lipman Brown wrote in an e-mail.

Some of the issues she has weighed in on include opposing the federal government's reimbursement of churches that helped survivors of Hurricane Katrina and endorsing the removal of "under God" from the Pledge of Allegiance.

The number of non-believers organizing in southern Arizona is small, with three groups totaling about 160 total members.

Studies and polls that attempt to pinpoint the number of non-believers in the United States vary widely. The American Religious Identification Study in 2001 said 1 percent of Americans, about 3 million people, identify as atheist or agnostic, though Gallup surveys in 1996 showed 4 percent to 6 percent of Americans, about 12 million to 18 million, say they don't believe in a higher power.

But critics doubt non-believers will have much clout, even with a louder voice.

Most Americans do not share the groups' views, said Colby May, director of the Washington office of the American Center for Law & Justice, founded in 1990 by televangelist Pat Robertson as a non-profit public-interest law firm.

"The vast majority of Americans have a faith," May said.

<#==#>

i must say these guys are pretty clever :)

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/1126lamppost26.html

Baltimore thieves take poles

30-foot-tall lights likely are junked

Associated Press

Nov. 26, 2005 12:00 AM

BALTIMORE - City streets are getting darker because thieves are stealing 30-foot light poles, authorities said.

About 130 aluminum light poles have vanished this fall throughout the city, despite the difficulty of carting off the 250-pound objects.

The culprits have even dressed up as utility crews, city officials say, and placed orange traffic cones around the poles they are about to take down to avoid making motorists suspicious. Police have no suspects in the thefts.

Police say the thieves could be stealing the poles, which cost the city $750 each, to sell as scrap metal. For at least a decade, authorities suspect drug addicts have ripped metal pipes, radiators and wires out of vacant houses to pay for their next fix.

Scrap aluminum brings 30 to 35 cents a pound, according to local metal dealers.

Local salvage yards haven't reported seeing any of the stolen poles, perhaps because of a city ordinance requiring scrap-metal dealers to record personal information of people bringing in metal goods.

Some who work there, however, say they wouldn't be surprised if the poles were being sold somehow.

"They steal everything here in Baltimore," said Lynn Smith, manager at Modern Junk & Salvage Co. "Nothing's too kooky to me anymore."

The problem is not new. In 1988, authorities in New York accused two men of prying off pieces of the Brooklyn Bridge and selling them to a scrap-metal dealer. Damage to the historic span was estimated at $37,000.

<#==#>

boston piggies bust stores for being open on turkey day!!!! dont these piggies have any real criminals to chase down?????

http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2005/11/25/some_boston_area_stores_opened_thanksgiving_despite_warning/

Some Boston-area stores opened Thanksgiving, despite warning

November 25, 2005

BOSTON --Attorney General Thomas F. Reilly will investigate all reports of stores that opened illegally on Thanksgiving Day, as several Boston-area supermarkets defied a centuries old law and welcomed shoppers.

David Guarino, Reilly's spokesman, told The Boston Globe. "If these stores want to open, there's a way to do it: Change the law."

The law enforced by Reilly is part of the so-called Massachusetts Blue Laws. Many of the Puritan-era laws, passed in the 1600s to keep colonists at home or in church on Sundays, have been repealed, such as a ban of liquor sales on Sundays.

But one that remains in effect requires all stores, except convenience stores and gas stations, to close on Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's Day.

Last week, Reilly's office told the Whole Foods supermarkets chain it could not stay open on Thanksgiving after a competitor complained. Reilly also warned Wal-Mart, Family Dollar and Big Lots not to open, even as many stores across the country got an early start to the holiday shopping season.

Six Boston-area Super 88 Market stores opened up for business Thursday, the Globe reported.

At the Quincy location on Hancock Street, police said they learned at 11:30 a.m. the Super 88 was open for business.

"We sent one officer up there. We told them they had to shut down, and they did," said Sgt. Agnus McEachern.

But police did not close the four Super 88 stores in Boston, and the Malden store also was allowed to operate, police said.

Super 88 officials reached Thursday told the Globe that Reilly's warnings were news to them.

"We don't celebrate" Thanksgiving, said Rudy Chen, a former manager of the Super 88 in Chinatown who now is working as a senior buyer for the chain's corporate office.

Chen said that the store he managed always was open on Thanksgiving, and that he never had received complaints.

http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2005/11/25/bustling_stores_ask_what_blue_laws/

Bustling stores ask: What blue laws?

Super 88 says warning missed

Shoppers flocked to the Super 88 Market on Allstate Road in Boston yesterday. The store was open despite state blue laws. (Globe Staff Photo / Justine Hunt)

By Megan Tench and Chase Davis, Globe Correspondent  |  November 25, 2005

Blue laws? Huh?

News Alerts That was the reaction at the Super 88 Market chain, whose six Boston-area supermarkets were open yesterday despite 17th-century legislation that prohibits large retail stores from operating on Thanksgiving.

Managers and employees contacted at five of the Super 88 stores said they knew nothing about the warnings issued by Attorney General Thomas F. Reilly last week telling retailers to stay closed on turkey day or face criminal charges. At the Quincy location on Hancock Street, they found out at 11:30 a.m. yesterday, when police, acting on a tip that the store was abuzz with customers, ordered it to close.

''We sent one officer up there. We told them they had to shut down. And they did," said Quincy police Sergeant Agnus McEachern.

But at the Super 88 at the South Bay Center in Dorchester, customers battled for parking. A sign taped to the door read: ''Happy Thanksgiving" and posted holiday hours of 8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. Shoppers' carriages were filled with disposable turkey pans, fresh fish, vegetables, sodas, and milk.

A store manager, who declined to give his name, said he was unaware of the centuries-old restrictions. He said the chain, which specializes in Asian foods, closes one day a year, in observation of the Chinese New Year, which falls in January or February. The next Chinese New Year is Jan. 29, 2006.

David Guarino, Reilly's spokesman, declined to comment about Super 88 yesterday, but said the attorney general's office would investigate all reports of illegally opened stores.

''Every employer should know the law," he said. ''If these stores want to open, there's a way to do it: Change the law."

Police did not close the four Super 88 stores in Boston, a police spokesman said. Likewise, the Malden store was allowed to operate, according to Malden police.

Reilly issued his warnings after Whole Foods, the health-oriented supermarket chain, had announced plans to keep its 14 Massachusetts stores open for Thanksgiving to provide customers a chance to buy the fresh organic turkeys. But when officials from its competitor, Shaw's Supermarket, learned of the plans, they wrote a letter to Reilly citing the state's Colonial-era blue laws and asking him to block the Thanksgiving openings.

In addition to Whole Foods, Reilly warned Wal-Mart, Family Dollar, and Big Lots not to open. The businesses assured Reilly they would not open; no one answered phones at outlets of these chains in Greater Boston yesterday.

Super 88 officials reached yesterday said the warnings were news to them.

''We don't celebrate" Thanksgiving, said Rudy Chen, a former manager of the Super 88 in Chinatown who is now working as a senior buyer for the chain's corporate offices. Chen said in a telephone interview that the store he managed was always open on Thanksgiving, that he was not aware of the law, and that he had never received complaints.

''All the businesses in Chinatown are open. The whole community," he said. ''On holidays, when we have nothing else to do, we go into Chinatown. . . . They are the only businesses that are open."

The state's blue laws were first enacted in the 1600s, intended to prevent colonists from straying from church or hearth to drink or transact business. In their current form, the laws ban retailers with more than seven employees from opening on Thanksgiving and Christmas. Pharmacies may stay open.

Reilly told the Globe this week that tradition, and giving workers a day off, outweighs shopper convenience. ''Thanksgiving is a time when people should be with their families, not working," he said.

But not all traditions are the same, said some customers who flocked to the Super 88 in Dorchester yesterday. While some scoured the shelves for holiday fixings, others were huddled by the lobster tub, apparently opting for a Thanksgiving without the traditional stuffed turkey.

Some said they didn't know it was illegal for the store to be open. ''I was just driving around, and I saw it," said Edgar Mynor of Chelsea, who was shopping with his teenage son. ''I did my shopping for the week so tomorrow we won't have to do it, and we can spend an extra day with family."

Megan Tench can be reached at mtench@globe.com.

© Copyright 2005 Globe Newspaper Company.

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/1126bluelaws26.html

Stores open on holiday face Mass. penalty

Associated Press

Nov. 26, 2005 12:00 AM

BOSTON - Massachusetts' attorney general is launching an investigation into several supermarkets that opened on Thanksgiving, defying the state's Puritan-era Blue Laws.

The laws were passed in the 1600s to keep colonists at home or in church on Sundays. Parts of the laws, such as the ban on Sunday liquor sales, have been repealed, but a prohibition on most stores doing business on Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's Day, has not.

"If these stores want to open, there's a way to do it: Change the law," David Guarino, a spokesman for Attorney General Thomas Reilly, told the Boston Globe. The office didn't say what sort of penalty the stores could face.

The Globe reported that at least six stores, all Super 88 Markets, were open on Thanksgiving. One Super 88, in Quincy, closed after a visit from police that day.

<#==#>

does this mean no more "stun gun fun" for sadistic cops???

http://www.azcentral.com/business/articles/1126taser26.html

Nasdaq may delist Taser

Stun-gun firm gets warning on delayed financial reports

Max Jarman

The Arizona Republic

Nov. 26, 2005 12:00 AM

Embattled Scottsdale stun-gun maker Taser International Inc. could have its stock barred from trading on the Nasdaq Stock Market unless it can persuade regulators to grant the company more time to file its third-quarter financial reports.

Taser said it is working diligently to complete the filing but that it must first correct errors that have come to light in its first- and second-quarter reports filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission.

Nasdaq requires listed companies to file financial reports on a timely basis, and it notified Taser on Tuesday that it was out of compliance with the rule and faces delisting.

Taser said Friday that it would appeal and requested a hearing before Nasdaq's listing qualifications panel. The request stays any delisting until the panel can review the case and make a determination. Taser said it was confident the panel would rule in its favor.

The news sent Taser's stock into a slump Friday. Shares dropped 90 cents, or 12 percent, to $6.50. A year ago the stock traded at more that $30 a share. Since then the company has been hit with problems ranging from a stock manipulation investigation to safety concerns about its stun guns and a spate of wrongful death lawsuits.

Taser Vice President Steve Tuttle said the company was working as "quickly and diligently" as possible to file the financial statements for the quarter that ended Sept. 30.

But, Tuttle said, the company can't file the third-quarter results until it straightens out discrepancies in its first- and second-quarter financials.

A new accounting team that took over in September for fired auditors Deloitte & Touche LLP found that in the second quarter Taser had recorded certain legal expenses that were incurred in the first quarter.

As a result, the company must restate its first-quarter earnings to reflect an undetermined increase and the second-quarter results to show a decrease.

Tuttle said the company incurred a significant increase in legal costs in the first quarter and many of the invoices didn't arrive until the second quarter.

Taser also was delayed in filing its first-quarter report due to the required restatement of its year-end 2004 results to correct an accounting error relating to stock options.

While the case is under review, an "E" has been added to Taser's trading symbol to reflect the company's non-compliance with listing requirements. Until the matter is resolved, Taser shares will trade under the symbol TASRE, instead of TASR.

Meanwhile the Securities and Exchange Commission continues an investigation into allegations of illegal manipulation of the company's stock price and into the safety claims the company has made about its stun guns.

The guns shoot a dart with an attached wire that can deliver a debilitating jolt of electricity. Since 1999, there have been at least 144 deaths after police Taser strikes in the United States and Canada. Of those, medical examiners cited Tasers as a cause of death in four cases and a contributing factor in 10 others.

<#==#>

I guess cops are never at fault when they have accidents.

Sunday November 27, 2005

Arizona Republic

Man killed by patrol car after he ran in front of it.

Tempe - A Tempe police officer struck and killed a pedstrian early Saturday after t he man ran in front of his patrol car.

At 2 a.m., Officer Bill Cullen was drving west in the far right lane of Baseline Road, near Rural Road, Officer Brandon Banks said in a statement.

The pedestrian ran in front of the patrol car and was struck. He died at the scene, and hsi name has not been released.

Cullen was not injured and was placed on paid administrative leave as a matter of department policy.

<#==#>

http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20051125/METRO06/511250344/1003/METRO

Residents protest statue of Indian, settler

KALAMAZOO -- Some area residents are criticizing a 65-year-old statue of an American Indian kneeling before a white settler who is raising a stick over the figure. Opponents of the statue presented petitions to the Kalamazoo City Commission this week, asking that the statue be relocated. The statue sits in Bronson Park's central fountain.

http://www.freep.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20051125/NEWS06/511250514/1008/NEWS

Michigan

American-Indian statue draws criticism

Opponents petition for its removal

November 25, 2005

KALAMAZOO -- A 65-year-old statue that contains the kneeling figure of an American Indian is drawing criticism from some area residents.

Opponents of the statue presented petitions with what they said were 500 signatures when they appeared this week before the Kalamazoo City Commission. The petitions ask city leaders to remove and relocate the statue from Bronson Park's central fountain.

The statue, "The Fountain of the Pioneers" by Alfonso Iannelli, shows an American Indian kneeling before a white settler who holds a raised stick over the prostrate figure.

Local activist Jeanne Baraka-Love says the statue is a "monument to evil subjugation, the violent removal of the people who were first on this land."

"Ethnic and cultural disrespect is an ugly seed," Baraka-Love told commissioners.

The Kalamazoo County Chamber of Commerce, Galilee Baptist Church and the Kalamazoo YWCA also joined the call for the statue's removal. But some other speakers defended the statue.

Resident Pam O'Conner said commissioners shouldn't be "historical revisionists."

"Good art should elicit many interpretations from many people," O'Conner said. "This statue was not meant to celebrate aggression against Native Americans. It's a reminder of what happened, not a celebration."

Historical records show that Kalamazoo County's Potawatomi Indians were rounded up in the early 1800s and shipped by railroad to Kansas.

At the statue's 1940 unveiling, Iannelli said it depicted the "advance of the pioneers" and the Indian was shown in "a posture of noble resistance, yet being absorbed as the white man advances."

http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20051126/METRO/511260363/1003

Statue of kneeling Indian angers some in Kalamazoo

Associated Press

The Kalamazoo Gazette / Associated Press

This statue, "The Fountain of the Pioneers," by Alfonso Iannelli, shows an American Indian kneeling before a white settler who holds a raised stick over the prostrate figure. Opponents of the statue in Bronson Park in Kalamazoo presented petitions before the Kalamazoo City Commission asking city leaders to remove and relocate the statue.

KALAMAZOO -- A 65-year-old statue that contains the kneeling figure of an American Indian is drawing criticism from some area residents.

Opponents of the statue presented petitions with what they said were 500 signatures when they appeared this week before the Kalamazoo City Commission. The petitions ask city leaders to remove and relocate the statue in Bronson Park's central fountain.

The statue, "The Fountain of the Pioneers" by Alfonso Iannelli, shows an American Indian kneeling before a white settler who holds a raised stick over the prostrate figure.

Local activist Jeanne Baraka-Love says the statue is a "monument to evil subjugation, the violent removal of the people who were first on this land."

"Ethnic and cultural disrespect is an ugly seed," Baraka-Love told commissioners. "This is a petition for the removal and replacement of that statue across the street. It should be put someplace else with a plaque that explains the history."

The Kalamazoo County Chamber of Commerce, Galilee Baptist Church and Kalamazoo YWCA also joined the call for the statue's removal, the Kalamazoo Gazette reported.

Some other speakers defended the statue.

Resident Pam O'Conner said commissioners should avoid becoming "historical revisionists."

"Good art should elicit many interpretations from many people," O'Conner said. "This statue was not meant to celebrate aggression against Native Americans. It's a reminder of what happened, not a celebration. I think it needs to be there precisely for the same reasons some people feel it needs to go."

According to historical records, the park has a long and storied past.

"From its creation, Bronson Park has been the site of celebrations and public meetings," according to the Kalamazoo Public Library's Web site. "In 1856, Abraham Lincoln, then an attorney, spoke at a political rally in the park. In later years, Stephen A. Douglas, William Jennings Bryan, Theodore Roosevelt, and both John and Robert Kennedy spoke to assembled crowds, as the Potawatomi Indians had, from the mound near the southwest corner of the park."

Historical records say Kalamazoo County's Potawatomi Indians were rounded up in the early 1800s and moved to a camp, then shipped by railroad to Kansas.

At the statue's 1940 unveiling, Iannelli said it depicted the "advance of the pioneers" and the Indian was shown in "a posture of noble resistance, yet being absorbed as the white man advances."

On the Net:

Kalamazoo Public Library's Web page on Bronson Park:

http://www.kpl.gov/collections/LocalHistory/AllAbout/parks/BronsonPa rk/Brons onPark.aspx
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http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/1127B1-talker27-ON.html

Off-duty officer shoots suspected shoplifter

Nov. 27, 2005 12:45 PM

An off-duty Phoenix police officer shot a shoplifter Saturday evening after the man allegedly hurled rocks and a bottle at him. The detective, whose name was not released, was working in uniform as security for the Food City grocery store at 35th Avenue and Van Buren Street. Around 6 p.m., he approached a man who employees had seen shoving beers in his pants, Sgt. Lauri Williams said. As the detective pursued him through the parking lot and across Van Buren to a Chevron station, the man threw grapefruit-sized landscaping rocks and a bottle at him, Williams said. After an unsuccessful attempt to subdue the suspect with pepper spray, the detective, who was not equipped with a Taser, fired at him. The suspect, described as 35 to 40 years old, was taken to Banner Good Samaritan Medical Center with life-threatening injuries. An investigation of the shooting is ongoing, Williams said. The officer was not injured.

- Corinne Purtill

<#==#>

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=54046

Officer hits, kills pedestrian in Tempe

By Jackie Leatherman, Tribune

November 27, 2005

A Tempe officer struck and killed a pedestrian who police said ran out in front of his patrol car early Saturday on Baseline Road.

Kyle Barker, 24, was pronounced dead at the scene, police said.

Officer Bill Cullins, who was uninjured, has been placed on paid administrative leave, which is departmental policy.

"It’s tragic," Tempe spokesman Brandon Banks said. "Our hearts and prayers go out to them and . . . our officer.

"In these circumstances, it is very, very difficult. It is still extremely emotional and still a traumatic experience, and there will be some rough days ahead for Bill."

Tempe police are investigating the incident, which occurred at 1:59 a.m. as Cullins was traveling west on Baseline Road near Rural Road.

Contact Jackie Leatherman by email, or phone (480) 898-6334

<#==#>

trigger happy cops also kill their fellow cops

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/A/ARMED_OFF_DUTY?SITE=AZMES&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT

Nov 27, 1:56 PM EST

Police Rethink 'Always Armed' Policy

By RAY HENRY

Associated Press Writer

PROVIDENCE, R.I. (AP) -- An old police tradition of requiring off-duty officers to carry their weapons - "always armed, always on duty" - is being scaled back in police departments nationwide, increasingly being blamed for the deaths of officers shot by colleagues who thought they were criminals.

The policy requires officers to respond to crimes even when they're not on duty. Supporters also say that letting officers carry their guns off-duty protects them from crooks bent on revenge.

But critics point to the shooting of officers in Providence, R.I., Orlando, Fla., Oakland, Calif. and elsewhere.

The policy is at the center of a $20 million civil rights lawsuit being heard this month in Providence, where Sgt. Cornel Young Jr. was killed in 2000 while he was off duty and trying to break up a fight. He was dressed in baggy jeans, an overcoat and a baseball cap, and carrying a gun.

"Our situation is the extreme example of what can go wrong," said Sgt. Robert Paniccia, president of the Providence police union.

Young's mother, Leisa Young, says the rookie officer who shot him was not adequately trained to recognize off-duty or plainclothes officers.

The International Association of Chiefs of Police has called "always on duty" policies a costly tradition. The group, which has more than 20,000 members, recommends that off-duty officers who witness a crime call for assistance rather than pulling a weapon.

According to the FBI, 43 police officers have been killed since 1987 by friendly fire. Some were caught in crossfire, or killed by firearms mishaps. A handful, like Young, were mistaken for criminals and shot by fellow officers.

This year, an Orlando, Fla., police officer killed a man who had fired a gun outside the Citrus Bowl. The victim was a plainclothes officer working for the University of Central Florida. In 2001, two uniformed officers shot and killed an undercover detective when he trained his gun on a suspected car thief in Oakland, Calif.

In 1994, an off-duty police officer in New York City shot an undercover transit officer eight times in the chest. The transit officer survived.

In Providence, carrying a gun is now optional for off-duty officers, who are encouraged instead to be good witnesses if they see a crime, said Paniccia. The police union in Washington, D.C., won a similar concession after three off-duty officers were killed in separate incidents, said Officer Gregory Greene, the union's chairman.

The Los Angeles Police Department allows its officers to carry their weapons off duty, but doesn't require it, department spokeswoman April Harding said.

David Klinger, a professor of criminology at the University of Missouri-St. Louis, formerly worked as a Los Angeles police officer and said he usually carried a gun off duty. If police officers are properly trained, officers should have the option of carrying a gun for their own protection, he said.

"I don't want to be driving through the ghetto without a gun," he said. "What if some knucklehead I arrested spots me?"

Ththat could be crucial to split-second decision making, Klinger said. That's why it's important to have protocols in place to identify each other, he said.reatened officers instinctively focus on the perceived threat and tune out other information

"If an officer has this tunnel vision, and all he sees is the gun, he may not see the badge hanging on the detective's chest," Klinger said.

New York City officers now use standard challenges and responses to prevent friendly fire accidents, said James Fyfe, the department's former deputy commissioner for training. Fyfe died of cancer this month, shortly after testifying by videotape at the Young trial.

He said every time New York officers confront an armed suspect, they are trained to yell "Police, don't move!" Off-duty and plainclothes officers are told to respond "I'm on the job!" and to never turn their hand or gun toward a uniformed colleague.

"Unless police officers are trained, they do stupid things on both sides of the coin," Fyfe said.

<#==#>

I bet I can guess the cause of the accident - the cop was driving like an idiot maniac. Of course that will never be written in the police report!!!

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/1128SquadCarAccident28-ON.html

Phoenix police officer seriously hurt in wreck

Associated Press

Nov. 28, 2005 06:15 AM

A Phoenix police officer was critically injured early today when he rolled his patrol car in south Phoenix while on a trouble call.

Police said the accident occurred around 1 a.m. on Baseline Road but they don't know what happened.

A passer-by found the overturned patrol car. Police said it was a single-vehicle accident.

The officer is at St. Joseph's Hospital and Medical Center with what a police spokeswoman said are life-threatening injuries.

Baseline Road was closed between 27th and 35th avenues early today due to the police investigation into the accident.

<#==#>

Iraq's former interim prime minister complained Sunday that human rights abuses by the puppet American government are as bad now as they were under Saddam Hussein.

http://www.buffalonews.com/editorial/20051128/1072692.asp

Ex-Iraqi interim premier cites human rights abuses

By ROBERT H. REID

Associated Press

11/28/2005

BAGHDAD, Iraq - Iraq's former interim prime minister complained Sunday that human rights abuses by some in the new government are as bad now as they were under Saddam Hussein.

Ayad Allawi, a secular Shiite Muslim, told the London newspaper the Observer that fellow Shiites are responsible for death squads and secret torture centers and said brutality by some members of the Iraqi security forces rivals that of Saddam's secret police.

"People are remembering the days of Saddam. These were the precise reasons that we fought Saddam, and now we are seeing the same thing," the newspaper quoted Allawi as saying.

In Canada, meanwhile, a Parliament official said four international aid workers, including two Canadians, had been kidnapped in Iraq, but the official refused to name the aid group or say where they were seized.

Britain's Foreign Office identified one of the four as Norman Kember, a Briton, but provided no further details.

Elizabeth Colton, a U.S. Embassy spokeswoman, said the United States was investigating whether an American also was among the missing.

Most international organizations fled Iraq last year following a wave of kidnappings and beheadings of foreign and Iraqi hostages. Many of them were carried out by Al-Qaida in Iraq, led by the Jordanian Abu Musab al-Zarqawi.

The U.S. military reported that a Marine was killed Saturday when his vehicle struck a roadside bomb near Camp Taqaddum, 45 miles west of Baghdad. At least 2,106 U.S. military personnel have died since the war started in March 2003, according to an Associated Press count.

Allawi's allegation of widespread human rights abuses follows the discovery this month of up to 173 detainees, some malnourished and showing signs of torture, in an Interior Ministry building in Baghdad.

"People are doing the same as Saddam's time and worse," he said. "It is an appropriate comparison."

His remarks appeared aimed at winning favor among the Sunni Arab minority as well as secular Shiites ahead of the Dec. 15 parliamentary elections. Allawi is running on a secular ticket that includes several prominent Sunnis.

During his tenure as prime minister, Allawi lost the support of many Shiites because he brought former members of Saddam's Sunni-dominated regime back into the security services to bolster the fight against insurgents.

There was no comment from Shiite politicians on Allawi's interview. However, the leader of Iraq's biggest Shiite party said the torture allegations were distortions and might be designed to draw attention away from Saddam's war crimes trial, which resumes today after a five-week break.

"At the time of the Saddam trial, the issue of the torture in Iraqi detention centers is being exaggerated," said Abdul-Aziz al-Hakim, head of the Supreme Council for the Islamic Revolution in Iraq. "When it comes to the crimes committed by Saddam for decades in which millions of Iraqis were affected, there is complete silence."

In an interview published Sunday by the Washington Post, al-Hakim also complained that the U.S. government is tying Iraq's hands in fighting the insurgency and said one of the country's biggest problems "is the mistaken or wrong policies practiced by the Americans."

Before dawn Sunday, about 350 Iraqi soldiers in 50 vehicles carried out an operation in a Sunni Arab area near Baqouba, 35 miles northeast of Baghdad. A similar operation two weeks ago brought strong protests from Sunni leaders.

Iraqi army Maj. Karim Al-Zihayri said 15 people were arrested on suspicion of planting roadside bombs, attacking checkpoints, kidnapping and stealing.

<#==#>

no wonder they hate us!!! our convoys drive down the middle of the road for safety - which causes traffic jams for the locals. these congressmen were hurt in a traffic accident that could have been avoided. of course if they were driving normal they could have been killed by an road bomb :)

http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_Type1&c=Article&pubid=968163964505&cid=1133133016741&col=968705899037&call_page=TS_News&call_pageid=968332188492&call_pagepath=News/News

U.S. politicians injured in Iraq accident

Nov. 27, 2005. 10:58 PM

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — A military vehicle carrying three congressmen overturned on the way to the Baghdad airport, injuring two of them, the U.S. Embassy said Sunday.

Representative Tim Murphy (R-Pa.) was airlifted to a military hospital in Germany for an MRI on his neck, and Representative Ike Skelton (D-Mo.) was sent to a Baghdad hospital for evaluation, said Representative Jim Marshall (D-Ga.), who was also in the vehicle but was not hurt when it overturned Saturday.

"I was supposed to come tour the hospital to talk to the wounded. I didn't think I'd be among them," Murphy told Pittsburgh's KDKA-TV by phone from Germany. He said he expected to be home Monday night.

Skelton's spokeswoman Lara Battles said she believed Skelton was doing well but declined to comment further.

The politicians were riding in a convoy that was driving in the middle of the road, a common practice used by the military in Iraq to deter oncoming motorists. Shortly after dark, an oncoming tanker truck refused to yield, the embassy said.

"Then all of a sudden brakes get slammed on. Then we hit something and go off the side of the road and tip over," Marshall told The Macon (Ga.) Telegraph by phone from Baghdad.

Marshall said that as the vehicle toppled over, he held onto Skelton, who has limited use of his arms due to childhood polio. The embassy said the driver's quick reaction "probably averted disaster."

The delegation had travelled to Afghanistan for Thanksgiving with the troops and then on to Baghdad to meet with troops there.

<#==#>

hmmmm.... where can i buy one of these???? and isnt that the purpose of the 2nd amendment so the PEOPLE can fight the govenrment when the government goes bad? as someone else said kind of like a reset button on a microprocessor.

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/11/28/national/nationalspecial3/28caliber.html

Civilian Sales of Military Rifle Raise Concerns About Terrorism

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Published: November 28, 2005

MURFREESBORO, Tenn., Nov. 27 (AP) - When American soldiers need to penetrate a tank's armor from a mile away, they count on a weapon that evolved from the garage tinkering of a former wedding photographer.

The weapon, a .50-caliber rifle created by the photographer, Ronnie Barrett, and sold by his company, Barrett Firearms Manufacturing, is also the most powerful firearm civilians can buy. It weighs about 30 pounds and can hit targets up to 2,000 yards away with armor-piercing bullets.

That kind of power has drawn the United States military, which has been buying Mr. Barrett's rifles since the 1980's and using them in combat since the Persian Gulf war of 1991. But the gun also has critics, who say it could be used by terrorists to bring down commercial airliners or penetrate rail cars or storage plants holding hazardous materials.

"These are ideal weapons of terrorist attack," said Tom Diaz, a senior policy analyst with the Violence Policy Center, a gun control advocacy group based in Washington.

Mr. Diaz said the guns should be more regulated and harder to buy. They can now be bought by anyone 18 or older who passes a background check.

For years some state and federal lawmakers have sought to limit or ban the gun's sale; California became the first state to outlaw its manufacture and sale this year.

The majority of Mr. Barrett's sales come from orders for armed forces and police departments in some 50 countries. Every branch of the United States military uses the rifles, which cost $3,500 to $10,000 each; Mr. Barrett said the Department of Defense spent about $8 million on his firearms last year.

The New York City Police Department recently announced that it was training officers in its aviation unit to use the rifles, which will be on board some helicopters to intercept potential attacks from boats or airplanes.

But Mr. Barrett said civilian sales were crucial to his business because military and police orders fluctuate year to year. Most civilians who use the gun do so for hunting big game and in marksmanship competitions.

Mr. Barrett and gun advocates say that the gun's power has been exaggerated and that the weapon is too expensive and too heavy to be used by criminals. But reports have found that the rifles have made their way to terrorists, drug cartels and survivalists.

And a 1999 investigation by the General Accounting Office, the predecessor of the Government Accountability Office, Congress's investigative arm, found that ammunition dealers were willing to sell armor-piercing bullets, even when an agent pretending to be a buyer said he wanted the ammunition for use against armored limousines or "to take a helicopter down."
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if we got rid of taxes just think of how much money people would have to give to charities.

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/11/28/national/28donate.html

With Tax Change, Some Charities Feel a Pinch

By VIVIAN MARINO

Published: November 28, 2005

The New Hope Day Center in Lansing, Mich., serves about 100 homeless people a day, providing two meals daily and programs like job training and substance abuse counseling.

Fabrizio Costantini for The New York Times

Donald Harris, 49, at the New Hope Day Center in Lansing, Mich. Donations of vehicles to the center are down about 40 percent this year.

But the shelter could close next year - a casualty, the operators say, of changes in federal tax laws that make donating vehicles to charity less attractive for some people. Car and truck donations to the shelter, its largest source of income, are down about 40 percent from last year.

Supporters of the tax changes, which took effect this year, say they are necessary to help eliminate rampant cheating by some taxpayers who inflate the value of their donated vehicles.

Under the revisions, taxpayers who donate a vehicle can no longer deduct the fair market value, typically determined from sources like the Kelley Blue Book. Instead, they can claim only the amount an organization receives from selling or auctioning the vehicle, which is often below market value. The only exceptions to the changes are vehicles worth $500 or less and ones that the charity keeps for its own use.

A study by the Government Accountability Office in 2003 found that taxpayers wrote off $654 million in vehicle deductions for the 2000 tax year, but that charities actually received only about 5 percent of that amount. Tightening the deduction rules, supporters estimate, will raise $2.4 billion over 10 years.

Many of the estimated 4,000 nonprofit groups with vehicle-donation programs say the new regulations are reducing their revenue and, in some cases, affecting operations.

Because of the lower deduction allowances, some people who might have considered donating vehicles are selling them or giving them to relatives, many groups say. Others report receiving more "clunkers," which bring in less money.

"Unfortunately, our worst fears have come true," said Ronald H. Field, vice president for public policy at Volunteers of America, which is based in Alexandria, Va., and whose Michigan affiliate runs the New Hope Day Center.

Like many other charities, Volunteers of America had a surge in car donations at the end of last year, as many people rushed to beat the changes in the tax code. This year, donations are down 30 percent to 40 percent, Mr. Field said, and revenue from vehicle sales has dropped almost 50 percent.

Although only a small percentage of the organization's total revenue comes from car sales, Mr. Field said, "this is unrestricted money that helps pay for gaps in funding."

Thomas P. Roberts, director of government relations for Melwood, a nonprofit group in Maryland that provides job training for the developmentally disabled, agreed. The new law "has prevented us from further expanding our services," Mr. Roberts said, adding that he expected a drop of up to 60 percent in income from the vehicle programs this year.

The effect has been profound at the New Hope Day Center. About 40 percent of its $1.2 million annual budget comes from car donations, with the rest received through government grants and other private donations, the operators say.

The shelter had been scheduled to close last March, said Patrick Patterson, vice president for Lansing operations at Volunteers of America Michigan, but stopgap financing from local foundations is expected to keep it open through early next year. Mr. Patterson said the group was also forced to sell its administration building in Lansing.

"We understand the reasons why the tax rules were changed; we're all for enforcing the law," he said. "But let's not make it so draconian that they hurt the very charities we rely upon to provide services."

<#==#>

wouldnt it be nice is this is the begining of the end of the war in iraq?????

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/11/28/politics/28strategy.html

As Calls for an Iraq Pullout Rise, 2 Political Calendars Loom Large

By DAVID E. SANGER and THOM SHANKER

Published: November 28, 2005

WASHINGTON, Nov. 27 - In public, President Bush has firmly dismissed the mounting calls to set a deadline to begin a withdrawal from Iraq, declaring eight days ago that there was only one test for when the time is right. "When our commanders on the ground tell me that Iraqi forces can defend their freedom," he told American forces at Osan Air Base in South Korea, "our troops will come home with the honor they have earned."

Forum: The Transition in Iraq

But in private conversations, American officials are beginning to acknowledge that a judgment about when withdrawals can begin is driven by two political calendars - one in Iraq and one here - as much as by those military assessments. The final decision, they said, could well hinge on whether the new Iraqi government, scheduled to be elected in less than three weeks, issues its own call for an American withdrawal. Last week, for the first time, Iraq's political factions, represented by about 100 Sunni, Shiite and Kurdish leaders, collectively called for a timetable for withdrawal.

As Mr. Bush ends his Thanksgiving holiday in Texas on Monday, both his own aides and American commanders say, he will begin confronting these sometimes conflicting military and political issues, including the midterm Congressional elections in this country, part of a delicate balancing action about how and when to begin extracting American troops from Iraq.

Mr. Bush is scheduled to give a speech in Annapolis, Md., on Wednesday assessing progress both in Iraq and in what he calls the broader war on terrorism, and several officials said he was expected to contend that the Iraqi forces have made great progress. But as it has been for the past two and a half years, it is unclear exactly what measuring sticks he is using, and whether they present the full picture.

White House aides insist that Mr. Bush is as determined as he sounds not to withdraw troops prematurely. They say he will begin examining the timing of a draw-down after he sees the outcome of the Dec. 15 election in Iraq.

But it is also clear that Mr. Bush is under new pressure to begin showing that troop reductions are under way before the midterm Congressional elections next year.

Suddenly a White House that was seemingly impervious to open questioning of its strategy feels the need to respond to criticisms - and to do so quickly. This weekend, The Washington Post published an op-ed article in which Senator Joseph R. Biden Jr., Democrat of Delaware, called for a three-step process in Iraq to create a political settlement, deliver basic services and accelerate the training of troops. The White House responded immediately with a long press release, in a series called "Setting the Record Straight," suggesting that Mr. Biden had endorsed Mr. Bush's strategy - which is certainly not how Mr. Biden saw it.

Current and former White House officials acknowledge that they were surprised at how quickly calls for deadlines for the draw-down of troops, which mounted as Mr. Bush was away in Asia, had changed the tenor of the debate. They pointed out that the statement by Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice after Mr. Bush's return from Asia that Iraqi forces would be able to defend the country "fairly soon" appeared to presage a new tone.

"We've moved from 'if' to 'how fast,' " said one former aide with close ties to the National Security Council. He said officials in the Bush White House were already actively reviewing possible plans under which 40,000 to 50,000 troops or more could be recalled next year if "a plausible case could be made" that a significant number of Iraqi battalions could hold their own.

That effort may be aided by the fact that troop numbers in Iraq have climbed back to 160,000 in advance of the December vote. Senior Pentagon civilians and military officials are already discussing a move soon after the election to return to 138,000 troops, the status quo over much of the past year. But after that point, the American military expects to face two competing sets of pressures.

On one hand, senior officers are painfully aware that sustaining the current high level of troop deployments in Iraq risks undermining morale of those now in uniform - and already has poisoned the efforts of Army recruiters seeking to woo young Americans into military service.

At the same time, senior officers hear the bruising debate over Iraq policy back in Washington and have taken to counseling "strategic patience," arguing that 2006 will be a critical year in which a new government in Baghdad and local security forces should be able to take more of a lead in stabilizing their nation.

Officers fear that a hasty retreat driven by American domestic politics - and not conditions on the ground in Iraq - could invite greater violence or even civil war and that the American military would carry the blame for losing Iraq.

Forum: The Transition in Iraq

Senior Pentagon civilians and officers say the military is following standard practice and has drafted a number of plans with a range of options for Iraq.

Anthony H. Cordesman, a military expert at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington, warned that a hasty withdrawal before Iraqi security forces are given a chance during 2006 to "achieve enough critical mass" and stand more on their own "will end in snatching defeat from the jaws of uncertainty." The top American commander in the Middle East has, since at least July, outlined a plan that would gradually reduce American forces in Iraq toward 100,000 by next spring, Pentagon and military officials said.

The commander, Gen. John P. Abizaid, has not discussed that plan in public - and also has carefully avoided comment on the vitriolic debate that erupted between the White House and Congress. While the focus of the options that the Pentagon is drafting has been on dropping below 100,000 troops by the end of next year, contingency plans also deal with a possible demand by the new Iraqi government for a speedier American withdrawal and, at the other extreme, for requests to sustain troop levels, or even for another temporary increase, should Iraq risk falling into increased violence and anarchy.

Senior commanders see no short-term change in American military capacity on the ground in Iraq with the anticipated return to 138,000 troops after the election. Fresh assessments on altering the troop numbers - and the mix of capacities, from infantry to training units to civil affairs - are anticipated not long after the vote.

"Recommendations will be made here based on conditions on the ground," said Lt. Gen. John R. Vines, commander of day-to-day military operations in Iraq. "Those conditions are the capabilities of the Iraqi security forces, the capability of the government to support those forces in the field, the state of the insurgency, and a whole range of conditions."

General Vines also acknowledged the political realities influencing troop reductions, saying, "The ultimate decision, of course, will be made as a policy level decision in Washington and other capitals."

The senior Democrat on the Senate Armed Services Committee, Senator Carl Levin of Michigan, on Sunday advocated setting a deadline for withdrawing American forces from Iraq, saying such a firm statement would force political compromise within the emerging leadership in Baghdad.

An open-ended American commitment "takes pressure off them to make the compromises that are necessary to make those changes in the Constitution," he said on "Fox News Sunday." "That's what we need to do. Put some pressure on them to make the political decisions that are so essential to becoming a nation."

On the NBC News program "Meet the Press," Senator John W. Warner, the Virginia Republican who is chairman of the Armed Services Committee, argued against setting a timetable, but did urge President Bush to speak more often and directly to the American people about the mission.

"It would bring him closer to the people, dispel some of this concern that understandably our people have about the loss of life and limb, the enormous cost of this war to the American public, and we've got to stay firm for the next six months," Senator Warner said. "It is a critical period."

<#==#>

in modern times ray krone of phoenix arizona was the 100th person freed from death row when DNA testing proved he didnt commit the murder he was convicted of. im sure that 100's of people before DNA testing was invented were executed for crimes they didnt commit because they didnt have DNA testing to bail them out.

im also sure there are 100's and probably 1,000's of cases like the one below where a person convicted of murder says they are innocent and they are trying to get out of jail after spending many years in jail for a crime they say they didnt commit.

the judge gave ray krone extra time for refusing to admit he murdered the person he was convicted of murdering. DNA testing proved the judge was wrong. i wonder if DNA testing or new evidence will prove the judge wrong in the article below where the man has spent 16 years in prison claiming he is innocent?

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/11/28/national/28murder.html

With Missionary Zeal, Group Fights to Free Convicted Killer in Maine Girl's Murder

By PAM BELLUCK

Published: November 28, 2005

PORTLAND, Me. - The Augusta chapter meets at Pat Christopher's house on the third Wednesday of every month. On the last Monday, the Madawaska chapter convenes above the police station. And on the fourth Tuesday are meetings of the Auburn-Lewiston and Freedom-Belfast chapters.

Michael C. York for The New York Times

Dennis Dechaine has served 16 years of a life sentence for Sarah Cherry's murder. A group called Trial and Error has rallied behind his bid for a new trial, selling books, buttons, bracelets and stickers to raise money.

These are not book groups or penny poker games. At these meetings, the topic might be DNA under a murdered girl's thumbnail or the time of death in a coroner's report.

And the attendees have an unusually zealous mission: freeing a man convicted 16 years ago of what many consider to be Maine's most notorious crime.

The crime was the murder of 12-year-old Sarah Cherry, who was kidnapped from a baby-sitting job in Bowdoin in July 1988, taken to the woods, raped with birch sticks, tied up, strangled with a bandanna and stabbed in the throat and head.

The convicted man is Dennis Dechaine (pronounced duh-SHANE), then a 30-year-old farmer and Christmas wreath vendor, seen walking from the woods hours after Sarah disappeared.

Law enforcement officials remain convinced he is the killer - after all, the bandanna, knife and rope matched those he owned, a receipt and a notebook belonging to him were found in the driveway of the home where she was baby-sitting, and, according to detectives and jail guards, Mr. Dechaine confessed.

"There's no evidence of somebody else being involved in this," said Eric Wright, who prosecuted the case.

But Mr. Dechaine's supporters, who say they number at least 1,000 in Maine and more elsewhere, refuse to let things rest. Most of them never knew Mr. Dechaine before his conviction, and many belong to Trial and Error, a group whose sole focus is this case. It claims nine chapters in Maine and smaller ones in Connecticut, Florida, Hawaii, California and Hong Kong.

They have circulated petitions, urged legislation and recruited lawyers for Mr. Dechaine, who is serving a life sentence in the state prison in Warren. They have staged Dennis Dechaine Day demonstrations at the Statehouse, marching with his life-size photograph.

With walkathons, bake sales and benefit concerts, they have raised $130,000 for expenses like DNA testing. They even have songs with lyrics like: "Do the right thing at least this one time/Let's free Dennis Dechaine."

And one supporter, James P. Moore, a former agent with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, wrote a book saying the case against Mr. Dechaine was flawed, and then pressed successfully for the release of police records that Mr. Dechaine's advocates say reveal new evidence.

Supporters of Mr. Dechaine, who says he was in the woods that night doing drugs, say cross-outs in police notes show he did not really confess. They stress that no fingerprints, blood or hairs tied him to the murder, to which Mr. Wright replies, "the absence of forensic evidence doesn't mean that's evidence that somebody didn't do it."

John Richardson, Maine's speaker of the House, said, "I don't think I remember a case that has garnered this much attention." The House voted in May on a resolution introduced by Representative Ross Paradis, a Trial and Error member, that urged a new trial for Mr. Dechaine. The bill failed, 85 to 51.

Last year, after the group generated publicity, Maine's attorney general appointed a panel to investigate prosecutorial and police conduct in the case. Its report is expected soon.

And this fall, a judge was supposed to hear a retrial motion based on DNA, but Mr. Dechaine's lawyers decided they could not meet the strict conditions Maine requires for a new trial. Now, Mr. Paradis is introducing a bill to soften the retrial law.

"The Trial and Error folks have been relentless," said Colin Starger, a lawyer for the Innocence Project, a legal clinic dedicated to reversing wrongful convictions. It got involved in the case years ago, partly because of a call from Trial and Error.

Mr. Starger said cases almost never spawned large groups of supporters with no relationship to the defendant, and he said that he sometimes kept his distance.

"They've created controversy, and controversy always has the benefit of keeping an issue alive, but sometimes has the downside of dividing people into camps," he said, "and then there's a camp that is strongly against you."

M. Michaela Murphy, Mr. Dechaine's lead lawyer, recruited by the group in 2003, said, "Trial and Error makes my life hard."

"They have their own agenda, which I often don't agree with," she added. "I think they're naïve in the extreme about the possibilities of publicly advocating for a person like Mr. Dechaine. Someone from the group tried to actually contact the family of Sarah Cherry, and I pretty much had a coronary."

The group has since tried to tone things down, ousting the member who went to Sarah's grandparents' house and visited one of her sisters at the restaurant where she worked. These days, members are selling cookbooks and urging Maine movie theaters to show a new film about exonerated inmates as a way to build support for Mr. Dechaine.

The Rev. Robert Dorr, the Cherry family's pastor and spokesman, said the Dechaine supporters' persistence "boils down to abuse" and said the family could not "come to terms with their grieving when these people are always in their face."

It started after Mr. Dechaine's conviction in 1989, when Carol Waltman, who knew him in Madawaska, in French-Canadian northern Maine, founded Trial and Error. Ms. Waltman, who had had medical problems, said "God kept me alive for a reason, to help Dennis."

When he sought a new trial in 1992, one of several unsuccessful legal moves, Trial and Error bused in 90 supporters in "slime green" T-shirts who gave Mr. Dechaine a standing ovation in the courtroom, Ms. Waltman said.

Later, with money Trial and Error raised at a dance, Mr. Dechaine's lawyer had Sarah's fingernails tested for DNA, something Mr. Dechaine had requested before his trial but had been denied. Blood under a thumbnail contained DNA of another man, still unidentified. The state confirmed those results last year.

Mr. Wright, the prosecutor, said the DNA was irrelevant in this case and could have come from anywhere, including contamination.

The Dechaine cause gained supporters after Mr. Moore's 2002 book, "Human Sacrifice." Mr. Moore said he attended an early Trial and Error meeting to defend law enforcement against allegations by people he assumed were "a bunch of nuts," but was instead inspired to investigate.

His 450-page book, whose royalties go to Trial and Error, asserts, among other things, that the police failed to look at other suspects and that at the time of Sarah's death, Mr. Dechaine was being interviewed by the police in her disappearance.

The book attracted people like Bill Bunting, 60, a cattle farmer and writer of maritime books, who has visited Mr. Dechaine "well over 100 times," and says "the only organization I ever belonged to before this was 4H."

It also drew Nancy Farrin, 43, a state microbiologist and mother of two, who said that after visiting Mr. Dechaine, "I felt like this guy is either the supreme con artist of the century" or innocent.

Other supporters include Dale Preston, who strangled his wife after finding her with another man, and met Mr. Dechaine in prison.

And there is Morrison Bonpasse, whose other causes include the Lucy Stone League, which promotes the rights of women to keep their maiden names, and the Single Global Currency Association. He was the one who visited the Cherry family, he says to "encourage them to understand that their goals are similar to our goals: We want the killer of Sarah Cherry to be found and punished."

Mr. Bonpasse said he was continuing to work for Mr. Dechaine's release.

Trial and Error's members are so passionate that their voluminous Web site even draws connections between the Dechaine case and "The Shawshank Redemption," a Stephen King short story and movie about Andy Dufresne, wrongly imprisoned for his wife's murder.

Among the similarities the Web site cites: that Mr. Dufresne was 31 and Mr. Dechaine was 30, that Mr. Dufresne said he was drunk at the time of the murder and Mr. Dechaine said he was on drugs, and that "both lived in Maine."

In an interview from prison, Mr. Dechaine, 48, said: "Half the group believes that any press is good press, the other half believes that the less press the better. I guess I vacillate, to be honest with you."

<#==#>

To: lpaz-discuss@yahoogroups.com, lpaz-pima@yahoogroups.com

From: "Jason" auvenj@gmail.com

Date: Tue, 29 Nov 2005 00:49:47 -0700

Subject: [lpaz-discuss] New Zealand: Protected by staying home.

My messages have by and large focused on the "domestic life" and "tourist" aspects of New Zealand.  However, I just watched something about New Zealand foreign policy that I can't let go without a comment.

For those who aren't aware, on weeknights on of New Zealand's major networks (TV3) there is the nightly news followed by Campbell Live, a sort of news/opinion type show.  Tonight's topic was terrorism; a short teaser can currently be seen at the following page though I don't know for how long (probably not beyond the next few hours). http://campbelllive.tv3.co.nz/

Here is the text from the site above in case it has changed by the time this message goes out:

---

TERRORISM

Is New Zealand a target for terrorists? If not, why not? Our friends in America, Britain and Australia are...Bali is and many Muslim countries are. So why are we so lucky? And, as the threats get closer, how long can our luck last? We ask the experts.

The report covered the fact that 2000 American soldiers, as well as several from Australia and UK have been killed in Iraq...but also 27,000 Iraqi CIVILIANS have been killed.  It covered very well the fact that America, the UK, and Australia participated in the Iraq invasion, but New Zealand did not.  It covered the fact that America, the UK, and Australia are now being targeted by terrorists, and at least so far New Zealand has not (in fact the NZ terror threat level is "low").  It played the full tape of the guy behind one of the terror attacks in UK saying it was because of the harm being done to Iraqi civilians by the invading armies that they are attacking UK civilians.  It covered the fact that America, the UK, and Australia have all passed curtailments of civil liberties and have more anti-freedom legislation pending while NZ has no such legislation pending.  In short, it was the kind of coverage and perspective you never see on prime-time TV in the US.  How many Americans even have a clue that over 10 times the number of Iraqi civilians have been killed in the Iraq war as American soldiers?  The only reason I knew while I lived in the US was because of the internet.  Most of the show was a full-on advertisement of exactly why staying out of Iraq, and non-interventionism in general, was a smart move for New Zealand.  The teaser may have referred to "luck" but the show clearly attributed it to smarts.

The "balance" offered to this was the fact that Australia is closer to NZ than other countries so the recent arrest of several Australians for a terrorist plot means terrorism is now "closer" to NZ.  Also, lots of Kiwis go to Australia on holiday and also to some of the same places as Australian tourists (like Bali) so they might get caught in the crossfire.  One guy said that if muslims felt oppressed in NZ they might start doing stuff here, which seemed to me to be a very silly assertion since the cause of muslim terrorism in western countries has always been what the western countries do "over there" (i.e. in the middle east) not what they do in the western countries themselves. And they mentioned that the US, UK, and Australia regard New Zealand as a "friend" but not an "ally".  So the hawks got a little say in too.  But it was not anything like the US media which always seems to pit a total warmonger against a total pacifist, or a partisan Republican against a partisan Democrat who is only opposed to Bush's execution not his principles, and thereby totally avoid discussing the idea of non intervention as an effective means of defending a country's freedom.  It was truly refreshing to see a show that not only aired my perspective on the matter, but seemed to agree with it
.

 The best quote of the show?  "New Zealand's armed forces:  Protecting New Zealand...by staying at home."  I nearly jumped for joy. :-)

 It ought to go without saying, but given the number of lists this is going out to I have to say it anyway:  My support of a non-intervention policy does not mean I think terrorists are in any way justified in what they do.  It's deplorable when ANY military action harms civilians, but doubly so when civilians are the intended targets of such action.  Should I ever find myself in the circumstances where terrorist(s) are directly threatening the lives of civilians I would not hesitate to take whatever actions I am able to in order to stop them.  I just think it's a smarter strategy to take away their motive for attacking in the first place, than to give them ever more motive with ever more military intervention in the middle east.  I totally reject the "fight them over there" logic, as that kind of thinking is the root cause of what got the west into this terrorism problem in the first place.

--Jason A.

Waiwera, North Auckland, New Zealand

<#==#>

Source: http://www.breitbart.com/news/2005/11/28/D8E5RPBO5.html

Miami Police Take New Tack Against Terror

Nov 28 9:28 PM US/Eastern

By CURT ANDERSON

Associated Press Writer

MIAMI

Miami police announced Monday they will stage random shows of force at hotels, banks and other public places to keep terrorists guessing and remind people to be vigilant.

Deputy Police Chief Frank Fernandez said officers might, for example, surround a bank building, check the IDs of everyone going in and out and hand out leaflets about terror threats.

"This is an in-your-face type of strategy. It's letting the terrorists know we are out there," Fernandez said.

The operations will keep terrorists off guard, Fernandez said. He said al-Qaida and other terrorist groups plot attacks by putting places under surveillance and watching for flaws and patterns in security.

Police Chief John Timoney said there was no specific, credible threat of an imminent terror attack in Miami. But he said the city has repeatedly been mentioned in intelligence reports as a potential target.

Timoney also noted that 14 of the 19 hijackers who took part in the Sept. 11 attacks lived in South Florida at various times and that other alleged terror cells have operated in the area.

Both uniformed and plainclothes police will ride buses and trains, while others will conduct longer-term surveillance operations.

"People are definitely going to notice it," Fernandez said. "We want that shock. We want that awe. But at the same time, we don't want people to feel their rights are being threatened. We need them to be our eyes and ears."

Howard Simon, executive director of ACLU of Florida, said the Miami initiative appears aimed at ensuring that people's rights are not violated.

"What we're dealing with is officers on street patrol, which is more effective and more consistent with the Constitution," Simon said. "We'll have to see how it is implemented."

Mary Ann Viverette, president of the International Association of Chiefs of Police, said the Miami program is similar to those used for years during the holiday season to deter criminals at busy places such as shopping malls.

"You want to make your presence known and that's a great way to do it," said Viverette, police chief in Gaithersburg, Md. "We want people to feel they can go about their normal course of business, but we want them to be aware."

<#==#>

I went to the bush protest with a big sign that said “F*CK BUSH”. I left out the “U” not because I was afraid of the pigs arresting me (although they might have) but because I figured the media would not show the sign on TV or in the newspapers if it had the “U” in it. The only media folks I remember taping me was channel 33 which is think is a Spanish language station.

I stood on 24th street with my sign. It was interesting watching people drive by and look at their reaction. Most people really didn’t care. A lot of people got a big smile on their face when they read my sign. I got a lot of high five’s from people when they read my sign. I also had a lot of people who gave me the finger. A number of people also rolled down their windows and yelled “Fuck Bush.”

When people honked there horns that didn’t mean anything. Many people who gave me high fives honked their horns. Also many people who gave me the finger honked their horns.

Since I watching the reaction of all the drivers as they drove by it was interesting to see how many people where driving and yakking on their cell phones at the same time.  I saw one woman who was juggling a cell phone and a cigarette as she was driving. I got to watch her for a while because she was blocked by a bus and it was interesting how she move the cigarette to her mouth while juggling the cell phone and steering wheel of the car. I never though how hard it was to smoke, drive and talk on a cell phone at the same time.

I didn’t see any Libertarians at the protest. There were a few anarchists there. And lots of the usual socialists involved in the anti-war movement were there. There weren’t any COPWATCHERS there either although the ACLU had their legal observers there.

Fonzie the original copwatcher was there. He was on his roller skates with his video camera as he always is. And he  had on a cap that said “Fuck the Police.” For those of you who don’t know Fonzie he is the black guy that drives around a van that is covered with graffiti that says “Fuck the Police”. He is the original Phoenix copwatcher and I am told that the police academy calls the course they give on how to deal with copwatcher’s the “Fonzie West Course” in honor of Fonzie who they beat us a number of times in the early years because of his copwatching.

The kiddies always seem to like my “F*CK BUSH” sign. Several kids there pointed out my sign to their parents and said stuff like “Look at that sign mommy.” It was the same way at the last protest at 16th Street and Jefferson the kiddies seemed to love my sign there too.

<#==#>

http://www.guardian.co.uk/frontpage/story/0,16518,1652437,00.html

Behind bars, but liberals defend Irving

Ian Traynor in Vienna

Monday November 28, 2005

The Guardian

Behind the neo-gothic town hall in the heart of Vienna sits the Josefstadt jail. This large prison, attached to the city's main criminal court, is a constant cause of complaint from the well-heeled burghers of the district, who would prefer to see the low life accommodated elsewhere.

Now the 1,200 inmates have been joined by an infamous foreigner; David Irving will be confined to a Josefstadt cell over Christmas and the New Year, pending trial on criminal charges deriving from his discredited views on the history of the second world war.

"He's totally fine there, quite comfortable. He has no problems with the other prisoners," said Elmar Kresbach, Irving's lawyer. "He speaks perfect German. He told me, 'I'm patient, I'm writing, I'm reading.'"

Irving, the controversial British historian and Nazi apologist, stands accused of denying the Holocaust happened, a criminal offence in Austria. He was barred from the country but, an inveterate risk-taker, he flew from London to Basle in Switzerland this month, rented a car and drove to Vienna.

The idea was to meet up with a bunch of student radicals from an extreme right fraternity. Their hobbies include dressing up in funny clothes and little pillbox caps, then drawing blood by slashing one another's cheeks in fencing duels. They've been at it since Bismarck's day.

According to Mr Kresbach, Irving smelt a rat in the shape of Austrian plainclothes police after a chat with the student leaders in a Vienna coffee house. He headed south to Graz and was stopped by motorway police on the return journey to Vienna. As a result, this morning he is sitting in Josefstadt.

The Austrian police have tape recordings and 60 pages of transcripts of two speeches Irving delivered in Austria in November 1989 and a newspaper interview he gave at the time.

The Guardian has a copy of the indictment which cites copiously from the speeches Irving made in 1989. "There were no extermination camps in the Third Reich," he declared. "Is it not time once and for all to put an end to this fairy tale of the gas chambers." Adolf Hitler "held out his hands to protect the Jews", and knew nothing of the Final Solution. Thirty thousand people were murdered at Auschwitz in Nazi-occupied Poland - as opposed to the accepted figure of 1.5 million. After the war, the Poles fabricated the gas chamber evidence at Auschwitz to match the "fantasies" of survivors. The billions paid in reparations after the war by Germany to the state of Israel were unwarranted. "That is, of course, embarrassing. It was all a huge swindle ... Why does the German people let itself be slandered thus?"

The arguments advanced may be contemptible. But are they criminal? Is the prosecution of Irving justified, or is the looming jury trial and the prospect of a 10-year jail term if found guilty an assault on free speech?

These are some of the questions being asked here. "Dragging fools and falsifiers of history before a court is unworthy of a liberal democracy today," said Christian Fleck, president of Austria's association of sociologists.

In a long commentary in the liberal Standard newspaper, he noted that the Irving case was particularly ill-judged when contrasted with Austria's poor record in apprehending ageing war crimes suspects living in the country.

The Nazi-hunting Simon Wiesenthal Centre in Jerusalem reckons there are more than 40 Nazi suspects still alive in Austria and complains that Austria has the worst of records in dealing with this issue.

In Britain last week, Lord Greville Janner of the Holocaust Educational Trust applauded the Austrians for arresting Irving. But Austrian liberals beg to differ. While despising Irving for his views, they defend the 67-year-old's right to express them.

Separate from the Irving case, Mr Kresbach, his lawyer, argues that the ban on Nazi revivalism under which Irving is being prosecuted is outdated. The ban was promulgated in 1947 and last amended in 1992.

"This is the only country in the world with this kind of banning law. It's very broad and very harsh. It was necessary back then to clean house legally and politically. But there's no longer any danger of a Hitlerite putsch. Any fool should be able to say what he wants. We don't need a thought police," said Mr Kresbach.

Dozens of cases are heard every year in Austria, resulting in an annual average of 35 convictions for questioning or belittling the horrors of the Nazi era. The Germans, Poles and French also have laws penalising Holocaust denial, though they are not as draconian as in Austria.

Defenders of the free speech curbs argue that demeaning or denying the suffering of the millions of Hitler's victims still needs to be outlawed as the victims are unable to challenge the falsifiers.

Whether Irving is still the Holocaust denier so clear from the 1989 speeches may emerge in court in Vienna in January. That he is guilty as charged is inarguable, his lawyer admits. But it is the outdated law that is the problem.

But if Irving, according to the verdict, is a racist, an anti-Semite, and a wilful twister of the historical record, is he also now a martyr to free speech?

Irving will plead guilty before a Vienna jury, then show repentance, argue he is a changed man, and hope for leniency from the judge. And given the attention it is attracting, the case could have a wider impact, resulting in a public debate and reform of the anti-Nazi laws.

http://news.independent.co.uk/world/americas/article329582.ece

Holocaust denier Irving turns to friends in US

By Andrew Gumbel

Published: 27 November 2005

David Irving's recent life has made him look more like an outlaw than an historian. Broke, shunned and declared "persona non grata" across half the planet, it's been quite a comedown for the world's most notorious Holocaust denier.

His latest comeuppance has been an episode as shabby as any and may force him to spend years in prison.

The 67-year-old writer and polemicist - who, in his younger days won lavish praise from mainstream historians for his exhaustive study of the Second World War from Hitler's point of view - essentially rolled the dice and lost by daring to visit Austria, one of a handful of countries to put him on notice that he risked being arrested on sight.

Denying the existence of the Nazi Holocaust is serious business in the country of Hitler's birth, and what was initially intended as a below-the-radar visit to a far-right student group in Vienna has turned into a legal nightmare.

Not only was Mr Irving arrested and charged on two counts of Holocaust denial following a brief game of cat-and-mouse with the Austrian police on the road between Vienna and Graz but on Friday a judge in Vienna also denied him bail pending trial.

Mr Irving has a number of opportunities to challenge the judge's ruling, starting with an appeal, expected to be heard in the next couple of days. But if he fails to argue against the judge's opinion that his release would expose the world to the risk of him re-offending - by denying the Holocaust all over again - Mr Irving is likely to stay behind bars until his trial, expected sometime next year.

If found guilty he faces up to 20 years in prison. In the past, Mr Irving railed against any limitation on his activities as an infringement of free speech - not an unreasonable argument, although he has been known to lard it with dark hints about Jewish conspirators being out to get him.

But in Austria, perhaps in recognition of the gravity of the charges he faces, he has taken a different tack. His Viennese lawyer, Elmar Kresbach, insists he has changed his mind about "the views he is so famous for" after an examination of Soviet archives led him to accept the Nazi gas chambers existed.

That line of argument may surprise Mr Irving's white supremacist friends in the United States, more accustomed to his view that "more women died on the back seat of Edward Kennedy's car at Chappaquiddick than ever died in a gas chamber in Auschwitz". They have extended numerous invitations and organised frequent books sales for him in the past few years.

Among his Stateside sponsors, according to the anti-racist Southern Poverty Law Center, have been the former Ku Klux Klan leader and one-time candidate for the Louisiana governor's office, David Duke, as well as the leading US neo-Nazi organisation, the National Alliance.

Mr Irving's US friends have been a lifeline since he brought a ruinous libel suit in 2000 against Deborah Lipstadt. She had characterised him as anti-Semitic and racist; the High Court found that the criticism was just and ordered Mr Irving to pay court costs estimated to be about £3 million.

Since then, he has reportedly moved out of his home in Mayfair into rented accommodation. He has continued to organise annual so-called "real history" conferences, but his room for manoeuvre has been significantly constrained: he is banned from entering Austria, Germany, Canada and Australia.

Even his trips to the States have been less than comfortable. In 2003, a restaurant in rural Idaho chose to cancel an event of his and close down for the day after finding out who he was and what sort of people his local fans might be. This summer he received a rare invitation to address a left-wing group in Alabama, the Atheist Law Center, only to provoke outrage among the membership and, this week, the resignation of the group president, Larry Darby.

Mr Darby described Mr Irving to his membership only as "an expert on World War Two, the Nazi era and the erosion... of free speech". In an interview with the Southern Poverty Law Center, Mr Darby made some pointed remarks about Jews and suggested that attacking them was consistent with his general anti-religious worldview. "I think it's easy in this country to speak out on Christianity and even Islam," he said. "I think it's more difficult to speak out on things of a Jewish nature."

Mr Daby now plans to run as a candidate for attorney general of Alabama.
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http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3176833,00.html

Prosecuting Holocaust denial

It's ironic that Austria, rather than Britain, has finally arrested David Irving

Noah Kliger

British historian David Irving has made a name for himself as the ultimate Holocaust denier and has become a strong supporter for the neo-Nazis.

For decades, Irving has used all his strength to "explain" that the annihilation of European Jewry never actually happened, that Adolf Hitler didn't know Jews under his rule were in danger and that Jews were not systematically murdered in gas chambers.

Irving claims that we, the survivors of Auschwitz, who lived for months and years under the shadow of gas chambers and ovens, are simply lying and spreading slander about the Germans.

"All lies, exaggeration and invention of the Jews," this half-Jew (what can you do) has written time and again.

In the absence of laws criminalizing Holocaust denial and incitement in his native Britain, this dangerous man has poisoned the minds of millions of people around the world. His audacity knows no bounds.

In the 1990s he even sued American author Deborah Lipstadt – in Britain, of course – for libel, following publication of her book "Denying the Holocaust: The growing assault on truth and memory" in which she attacks Irving.

He lost, but that did not derail his venomous and dangerous activities – writing articles and addressing conferences, presenting his "proofs" over and over.

Why Austria and not Britain?

Last month, Irving traveled to Austria for an appearance as a guest speaker for a convention of a radical nationalist party. He apparently

didn't know that Austria has laws against denying the Holocaust. Or perhaps he did know there was a warrant out for his arrest, but figured it had been issued so long ago that it had expired. Or perhaps he figured they wouldn't dare act against him.

Austrian authorities felt a bit differently, and Irving was arrested and jailed, currently until the end of December, so the state could prepare its case against him.

It is interesting that Austria, of all countries – the country that supplied Nazi Germany not only with its Fuehrer, but also with a long line of SS officers that were among the most brutal and cruel cogs in the entire German destruction machine – would bring a Holocaust denier to justice.

In Britain, a country that fought against Germany and paid a heavy price in the fight against an evil that, amongst other things, planned, organized and carried out the destruction of 6 million Jews, Irving is free to do his work freely, without suspicion or worry.

But more than 60 years after the allied victory, the fall of the Third Reich and the liberation of the few survivors of the death camps, Britain, of all countries, has no law prohibiting Holocaust denial, whereas Austria and Germany do. And that is the greatest joke of all.

http://www.haaretzdaily.com/hasen/spages/650113.html

Suspected Holocaust denier David Irving to remain in prison

By Haaretz Service and the Associated Press

The controversial British historian David Irving, accused of denying the Holocaust, will not be released into house arrest, an Austrian court ruled on Friday.

Irving was arrested by Austrian police on November 11 in the southern Austrian province of Styria. He was transferred to a prison in Graz.

Irving was detained on a warrant issued in 1989 under Austrian laws that make Holocaust denial a crime. The charges stemmed from speeches Irving delivered that year in Vienna and in the southern town of Leoben.

 Advertisement

Irving in the past has faced allegations of spreading anti-Semitic and racist ideas. He is the author of nearly 30 books, including "Hitler's War," which challenges the extent of the Holocaust.

He remained in custody Thursday, the Austria Press Agency said. Calls to the Graz court to confirm the report went unanswered late Thursday afternoon.

If formally charged, tried and convicted on the charge, Irving could face up to 20 years in prison, said Otto Schneider of the public prosecutor's office. But he said it was unclear whether there were sufficient legal grounds to continue holding Irving on such a charge so many years after the alleged offense was committed. A decision was expected by the end of next week on how to proceed, Schneider said.

http://www.ww4report.com/node/1319

Is David Irving recanting his Holocaust denial?

Submitted by David Bloom on Sat, 11/26/2005 - 00:30.

David Irving, the self-trained British "historian" currently cooling his heels in an Austrian jail cell, appears to have recanted his denial of the Nazi Judeocide. The Nov.5 UK Guardian reports that a "repented" Irving plans to plead guilty to charges he lied about the Holocaust during speeches in Austria 16 years ago, violating a 1947 Austrian law banning Nazi revivalism and criminalising belittling or justifying the crimes of the Third Reich. Irving claimed at the time there were no gas chambers at the Auschwitz death camp, something he first said publicly at the 1988 trial of his friend Ernst Zundel, currently on trial as well in Germany for Holocaust denial. According to his lawyer Elmar Kresbach, Irving said, "I fully accept this, it's a fact. The discussion on Auschwitz, the gas chambers and the Holocaust is finished ... it's useless to dispute it." Kresbach added:

"Irving told me that he has changed his views after researching in the Russian archives in the 1990s. He said, 'I've repented. I've no intention of repeating these views. That would be historically stupid and I'm not a stupid man'."

If Irving indeed changed his views during the 1990's, he's taken a long time to say so publicly. In fact he has been a leading force behind organizing Holocaust revisionist conferences in recent years. Doubtless many of his revisionist colleagues will be thrown into a tizzy by his jailhouse confession.

In concluding remarks during Irving's spectacularly unsuccessful libel suit against historian Deborah Lipstadt, which ended in 2000, Justice Charles Gray found that:

Irving has for his own ideological reasons persistently and deliberately misrepresented and manipulated historical evidence; that for the same reasons he has portrayed Hitler in an unwarrantedly favourable light, principally in relation to his attitude towards and responsibility for the treatment of the Jews; that he is an active Holocaust denier; that he is anti-Semitic and racist and that he associates with right-wing extremists who promote neo-Nazism.

Let the last word go to Irving. The following ditty was sung by Irving while pushing his baby in a stroller in the park, according to his diaries:

I am a Baby Aryan

Not Jewish or Sectarian

I have no plans to marry an

Ape or Rastafarian.

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=16415343&method=full&siteid=66633&headline=nazi-bail-bid-sunk--name_page.html

26 November 2005

NAZI BAIL BID SUNK

BRITISH historian David Irving will spend Christmas in jail for denying the Holocaust, judges ruled yesterday.

Nazi apologist Irving, 67, is charged with breaking Austrian laws forbidding the denial of the atrocity in lectures he gave in 1989.

He applied for bail saying he now believes gas chambers did exist but judges rejected his plea

http://www.cbc.ca/cp/world/051122/w112244.html

Austria charges controversial historian David Irving over Holocaust speeches

13:47:14 EST Nov 22, 2005

VIENNA, Austria (AP) - Controversial British historian David Irving was charged Tuesday with violating an Austrian law that makes Holocaust denial a crime in this formerly Nazi-ruled country.

Irving, a Third Reich scholar who has claimed that Adolf Hitler knew nothing about the systematic slaughter of six million Jews, is accused of giving two speeches in 1989 in which he denied the existence of Nazi gas chambers during the Second World War, prosecutor Otto Schneider said.

He was arrested Nov. 11 in the southern province of Styria on a warrant issued in 1989. If convicted, he faces up to 10 years in prison.

Irving, 67, remains in custody in Vienna. His lawyer, Elmar Kresbach, said he would decide how to proceed after discussing the charges with his client Wednesday.

A detention hearing will be held Friday to determine whether Irving should be held for up to four more weeks, Schneider said.

After his arrest, Irving supporters posted a statement on his website saying he was detained while on a one-day visit to Vienna, where they said he had been invited "by courageous students to address an ancient university association."

Irving in the past has faced allegations of spreading anti-Semitic and racist ideas. He is the author of nearly 30 books, including Hitler's War, which challenges the extent of the Holocaust.

Besides his assertion that Hitler knew nothing about the Holocaust, he also has been quoted as saying there was "not one shred of evidence" that the Nazis carried out their "Final Solution" to exterminate the Jewish population on such a massive scale.

The right-wing historian has said he does not deny Jews were killed by the Nazis, but challenges the number and manner of Jewish concentration camp deaths.

He has questioned the use of large-scale gas chambers to exterminate the Jews and has claimed that the numbers of those who perished are far lower than those generally accepted. He also contends that most Jews who died at Auschwitz did so from diseases like typhus, not gas poisoning.

Irving has had numerous run-ins with the law over the years. In 1992, a judge in Germany fined him the equivalent of about $7,000 Cdn for publicly insisting the Nazi gas chambers at Auschwitz were a hoax.

In March, more than 200 historians from around the world petitioned the C-SPAN television network to cancel a project that would have included a speech by Irving as a counterpoint to a lecture by Deborah Lipstadt, a Holocaust expert.

Irving once sued Lipstadt for libel for calling him a Holocaust denier. The British court handling the case in 2000 declared that Irving could be labelled as such, and that he was anti-Semitic, racist and misrepresented historical information.

<#==#>

4-Nov-2005

********************,

Hey buddy. I know you are very consistent in sending me mail, and I want to thank you for that. I want to apologize that I am not in turn consistent as well. You articles and blurbs about things that are going on are a huge in helping me to connect the dots between what I see on CNN and the real world.

Did you attend the O22 event last month? I wrote a statement for the prisoner support workshop. In it I challenged folks to identify the social programming that holds us in check and to move beyond this. Comfort zones must be destroyed and dominant cultural norms challenged if we are to genuinely take on the fascist who run this police state.

I don’t believe that my mail is opened by the SIS (In house spy network) but I could be wrong. They did in Tucson, here, I’m allowed to seal my envelopes before dropping them in the mail box. The Aryan Brotherhood is virtually non existent here. Instead they pretend to be tolerant, keep to themselves, and worship Odin around a campfire once a month. They look like a bunch of fucking Vikings. (Laro is not lying - look at the prison commissery list they sell a Hammer of Thor Pendant in the section PRAYER OILS / RELIGIOUS ITEMS) Bald freaken gourds with bushy beards. You know, they will interact with other ethnicities, with a false politeness, but not with me. Sort of makes you wonder doesn’t it? As far as I know, I haven’t witnessed any extortion. I have been witness to some folks being approached by a member of their own ethnicity and being told not to associate with others. (After the fact). It happened to me. I just did as I chose and didn’t hear another word. (after some grumbling). I think there are those who feel that their influence is threatened if the “racial” dynamics become blended. Those individuals are nothing more than an extension of the police authority designed to keep us separate and disempowered. (Racism)

Within the prison, services and items are bartered. Completely against the rules of course! Someone who is an artist will do work for items from the store based upon a pre-agreed to dollar amount. The Cops know it goes on and occasionally “clamp down” on some obvious perpetrators to put a chill into others. They couldn’t stop the practice if they wanted to. It is something that has always gone on in prisons. Some people do laundry, or make greeting cards, or bead work, or leather. Guys win stamps playing cards, then sell a 20 stamp book for $6.00. The feds will be eliminating smoking April 15th of next year. Tobacco products will stop being sold at the end of December. I can imagine that tobacco will gain in value rather soon.

The porn in here is limited to the pages of magazines of nudes. I haven’t seen any fuck books, but then I’m not looking. I see the nudes on the insides of locker doors. I can’t imagine there are any video’s (porn) around. Videos can only be watched in the wellness room (Recreation) or in the Chapel video room. They both have a video library and a couple of VCR/television stations in which to watch. You check out tapes and headphones and sit down to watch. There are no televisions in the units. TV’s are outside under Cabanas in the gymnasium. I don’t think “Playboy” or “Penthouse” are allowed in due to the exposed breast. I think this has to do with the fact that female cops work in here.

We only have access thru education to computers. You must be in a class to use the computers and they are tightly controlled. They can only be used to do the lab work for a particular class. I don’t have a class so I don’t have computer access. One can purchase typewriter ribbons for use at the Law Library. One could feasibly type what one chooses to. That of course is against the rules, but it is never less done just the same.

I have never had the opportunity to read Marc’s books. If you do, please give me a rundown. How is Marc anyway? Tell him hello for me when you next write to him. Give Kevin my regards as well. He is to be released in January? He got royally screwed by the pigs. But, that is how they do it.

There is no religious TV channel here. The chapel does offer movies though. A lot of people find god in here. Hey, what ever floats their boat to get through this. One of the Christians here is Mark Stone, You may remember him as the arsonist who was torching homes under construction in the Phoenix Preserve Development. He is the one who was interviewed by New Times. His religion is his strength to do the 19 year sentence he was given.

Yes, the prison does attempt to assist people in rehabilitation. Classes in construction, HVAC, and business are given. Anyone who does not have high school completion is forced to take GED or be punished for refusal. It is like being served a meal in the middle of the ocean. The food is good for you, but you can’t use it here. Then when you find yourself on shore you discover that your skills are beneficial, but the environment in which you learned them doesn’t apply. Unless of course you can accept total conformity and subjugation to authority. I personally resent these assholes trying to dictate to me what they think will help me. What would help me would be for them to all drop dead and shut the fuck up. But, I for others, I can see the benefits to learning skills to help one remain part of the mainstream job market. (Depending upon rather an employer is able to or willing to hire a felon!) Like public education, prison is brain washing inmates to better fit as cogs in the Empires machine. So to address your question, does this make criminal into better people?

Mail is called out each day Monday thru Friday in each dorm. This is done after the 4 p.m. count. It is a very public event.

I live in a dorm cube. 8 folks per cube, 10 cubes plus the common area filled with an additional 18 folks. There are 4 dorms with common areas and bathrooms between. We can move freely in the compound after we are called to dinner (Monday – Friday) and all day Sat-Sun-Holidays except for the period just before 10:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. count. In Tucson you could only move from one place to another on the hourly moves, and the common area compound was closed except for those 10 minutes moves.

At the Phoenix annex we stayed in a horseshoe like dorm which was locked all day. We only were allowed out for meals and one hour of rec yard a day.

Mike, I hope I’ve answered some of your questions. In all this place is fucking overcrowded. Take care my friend.

In Solidarity,

Laro

<#==#>

supreme court tells tempe rulers they are not allowed to steal private property and give it their buddies.

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/1130EVmall.html

Property owners relieved that city can't take land

Ariz. Supreme Court rules against Tempe

Katie Nelson

The Arizona Republic

Nov. 30, 2005 12:00 AM

Thirteen Tempe property owners can breathe yet another sigh of relief now that a court decision will keep the city from forcibly taking their land for the second time this year.

This fall, a Maricopa County court judge ruled that Tempe couldn't use eminent domain to take the property for pollution cleanup, only to then turn it into a mega mall.

On Tuesday, the Arizona Supreme Court announced that it's denying Tempe's request to appeal the county court decision.

Tempe has been trying to buy small plots of property at the intersection of Loops 101 and 202 to make way for a $200 million mall. All but 13 landowners have agreed to sell. Instead, those 13 holdouts have waged a feisty legal battle against the city.

Wednesday's decision in their favor could be meaningful not only for the holdout landowners but other Arizona property owners as well. Some some feared the recent U.S. Supreme Court's decision in Kelo vs. City of New London, Conn. might make it easier for government to take over property. There, the court deemed the economic benefits of a private development could outweigh private land ownership rights.

"Eminent domain cases are becoming a nationwide epidemic; Developers are teaming up with cash-strapped municipalities to steal property," said Tim Keller, executive director of the Institute for Justice Arizona Chapter, one of the groups working for the landowners.

Tempe's appeal asked the Supreme Court to overturn the Bailey case, where Mesa tried to take over Randy Bailey's brake shop two years ago.

The state Supreme Court's decision not to hear the case was reassuring to Keller.

"The Bailey decision is protection that's in line with our state constitution, which declares in no uncertain terms 'private property shall not be taken,' " he said.

Jim Braselton, an attorney representing Tempe, said he's disappointed with the decision, but added that the 214-acre retail center will move forward.

Mira Vista Holdings is bankrolling a plan that includes pollution cleanup and would allow Vestar Development Co. to build a mall, big-box stores and a movie theater.

And it's not all bad news for the city; The landowners had petitioned the court to make the city pay their legal fees. The state court decided against making the city foot the bill.

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=54243

No eminent domain for Tempe

By Garin Groff, Tribune

November 30, 2005

The Arizona Supreme Court on Tuesday set back Tempe’s efforts to build a massive shopping center through condemnation.

The high court decided not to consider Tempe’s request to overturn an eminent domain case that stands in the way of Tempe Marketplace.

Several property owners have refused to sell land needed for the project and the city has tried to force them to sell through eminent domain.

Private property advocates said the decision is a big win.

"I’m just thrilled," said Del Sturman, a spokesman for Desert Composites, one of the remaining holdouts. "It’s solidifying that private property rights are still very important. And they’re more important than a shopping center and they’re more important than some one else’s profit motive."

Miravista Holdings and Vestar Development Co. control all but 28 acres of the 120-acre project. The city has said the scattered industrial lots are essential to finishing the project and cleaning up environmental hazards.

Tempe Mayor Hugh Hallman said Tuesday it was too early to know what’s going to happen next.

The decision doesn’t necessarily kill Marketplace — or the possibility Tempe could use eminent domain. The city can still turn to the Arizona Court of Appeals, though that’s the court that issued the ruling Tempe wants to overturn.

Tuesday’s decision will create even more heartburn over eminent domain, said David Merkel, who represents the League of Arizona Cities and Towns.

Because the court didn’t uphold or strike down eminent domain — it merely declined to hear the matter — cities will remain confused over when it’s OK to seize land for redevelopment.

"I wanted to hear the Supreme Court say who was right and who was wrong and they decided not to do that," said Merkel, who has sided with Tempe. The court did not say why it declined to take the case.

Tempe wanted the court to overturn the 2003 Randy Bailey eminent domain case —a landmark ruling for redevelopment projects in Arizona. In that case, the Arizona Court of Appeals said Mesa could not force brake shop owner Randy Bailey off his land and transfer it to a hardware store owner.

The court said the private landowner was receiving a substantial benefit while the public was receiving a relatively small one, which is not the intent of eminent domain.

That case has confused cities because it conflicted with previous Arizona Supreme Court rulings about condemning land for redevelopment, Merkel said.

Tempe argued the public would benefit substantially because the Marketplace would clean up an environmental mess left by years of industrial use. In the process, Vestar Development will build the shopping center and make a profit.

The city argues the developer’s role is essential to help pay for important benefits — cleaning up former landfills, getting rid of potentially explosive methane gas and demolishing unsafe buildings.

The Arizona Court of Appeals ruled Sept. 13 that the city’s attempted condemnation did not meet the standards for public use.

The remaining landowners question the benefit of seizing their land to build a shopping center. They say the city has exaggerated the supposed hazards and insist Tempe doesn’t need to take every property to clean up the area.

Tempe should instead negotiate with property owners for what they feel is a fair price or change its redevelopment plans, said Tim Keller of the Institute for Justice.

The organization has helped landowners in eminent domain cases.

Property owners said they hope the Supreme Court refusal will make Tempe give up eminent domain.

"The Supreme Court has sent a real strong message to the city that they don’t have a case," Sturman said. "We’d like them to go away and leave us alone because we’re tired of being hassled."

Contact Garin Groff by email, or phone (480) 898-6554

<#==#>

it looks like the state of virginia doesnt want to have the honor of murdering the 1,000th person since the supreme court legalized state sponsered murders.

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/1130execution30.html

Killer's execution canceled

Kristen Gelineau

Associated Press

Nov. 30, 2005 12:00 AM

RICHMOND, Va. - Virginia's governor on Tuesday spared the life of a convicted killer who would have been the 1,000th person executed in the United States since the Supreme Court allowed capital punishment to resume in 1976.

Robin Lovitt's death sentence was commuted to life in prison without parole a little more than 24 hours before he was to be executed by injection for stabbing a man to death with scissors during a 1998 pool-hall robbery.

In granting clemency, Gov. Mark Warner noted that evidence from the trial had been improperly destroyed, depriving the defense of the opportunity to subject the material to the latest in DNA testing.

"The commonwealth must ensure that every time this ultimate sanction is carried out, it is done fairly," Warner said in a statement.

Warner, a Democrat, had never granted clemency to a death row inmate during his four years in office. During that time, 11 men have been executed. Virginia is one of the most active death-penalty states, having executed 94 people since 1976.

The 1,000th execution is scheduled for Friday in North Carolina, where Kenneth Lee Boyd is slated to die for killing his estranged wife and her father.

The 999th execution was Tuesday morning, when Ohio put to death John Hicks, who strangled his mother-in-law and suffocated his 5-year-old stepdaughter to cover up the crime.

Lovitt's lawyers, who include former independent counsel Kenneth Starr, and death penalty opponents had argued that his life should be spared because a court clerk illegally destroyed the bloody scissors and other evidence, preventing DNA testing that they said could exonerate him.

Ashley Parrish, another of Lovitt's attorneys, called Warner's decision "entirely proper, given the extraordinary circumstances of Mr. Lovitt's case."

Lovitt was convicted in 1999 of murdering Clayton Dicks at an Arlington pool hall. Prosecutors said Dicks caught Lovitt prying open a cash register with the scissors, which police found in the woods between the pool hall and the home of Lovitt's cousin.

Lovitt admitted grabbing the cash box but insisted someone else killed Dicks. DNA tests on the scissors at the time of the trial were inconclusive. But more sophisticated DNA techniques are now available.

The governor, who is considered a possible Democratic presidential contender in 2008, said he was "acutely aware of the tragic loss experienced by the Dicks family."

"However, evidence in Mr. Lovitt's trial was destroyed by a court employee" before post-conviction DNA tests could be done, he said. "The actions of an agent of the commonwealth, in a manner contrary to the express direction of the law, comes at the expense of a defendant facing society's most severe and final sanction."

The state Attorney General's Office released a statement acknowledging the governor's authority to grant clemency and adding, "Our thoughts and prayers are with the victim's family."

In addition to Starr, Republicans such as Mark Earley, Warner's GOP opponent in the 2001 gubernatorial election, had also denounced the planned execution.

<#==#>

when some dumb cop accidently gets himself killed they always try to make the cop look like a hero instead of painting him as a dangerous idiot that was endangering the lives of us citizens.

this dumb pig killed  himself thru reckless driving and he could have easily killed someone else. but the pigs and media are painting him as a hero

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/1201salmon01.html

Rookie officer dies after rollover crash

Friends say that he loved his new job

Lindsey Collom

The Arizona Republic

Dec. 1, 2005 12:00 AM

Officer Paul Salmon's police academy classmates anticipated they would lose a brother at some point in their careers.

They didn't think it would be so soon. And they certainly didn't think it would be him.

Salmon, 22, died late Tuesday after being pulled from life support at St. Joseph's Hospital and Medical Center. A rollover crash early Monday left him with massive head trauma.

Salmon was an officer with the Phoenix Police Department for only six months. Memorial services are pending.

Investigators have not determined what caused the crash.

"There's a lot of speculation that something ran in front of him or something happened to him before (the accident)," said Sgt. Lauri Williams, a Phoenix police spokeswoman.

Officers Christian Bailey and Matt O'Halloran on Wednesday described their friend as a cut-up who provided much-needed comic relief after days of intense training at the academy.

"Anytime we were getting stressed out as a class, we'd be in the locker room and there would be Paul and another classmate singing songs like You've Lost that Loving Feeling by the Righteous Brothers," O'Halloran said. "He'd have everyone in stitches."

But he was also quick to point out that Salmon was a competent officer, the kind he'd want as backup "on a bad call."

Salmon's last communication with dispatchers was at 12:52 a.m. Monday, when he agreed to assist with a domestic-violence call in south Phoenix. It was considered a "hot," or "Priority 1," call, which means the suspect was still on location and the scene was considered dangerous.

That means Salmon would have been trying to get there as quickly as he could, Williams said. It appeared he was traveling westbound on Baseline Road near 31st Avenue when the car flipped. He wasn't wearing a seat belt, and there was no indication he tried to hit the brakes, police said.

Stephen Williams, a security officer at a nearby development, called 911 to report the accident. He was sitting in his car filling out paperwork when he saw a flash of light out of the corner of his eye and heard the crash.

He said it took him a while to find Salmon inside the overturned cruiser: The windshield was splintered and Williams had trouble seeing into the wreckage. He tried to comfort Salmon and hold his hand until paramedics arrived.

Family, friends and co-workers stayed by Salmon's bedside until his death.

"It's been very hard to see him," Bailey said. "There's an understanding you would lose someone in your career, but we never knew it would be so soon, and we never thought it would be Paul."

Bailey said Salmon's family and fiancée are "trying to grieve. They're trying to let Paul go. They're very aware our academy class is behind them, and we'll be behind them forever."

After their graduation June 3, the three friends parted ways: Salmon to Phoenix, Bailey to Scottsdale and O'Halloran to Avondale. But they remained close. In a recent e-mail, Salmon told Bailey he loved the job and was "having so much fun."

"There's no doubt in my mind Paul had a fantastic career ahead of him," Bailey said.

<#==#>

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=54327

Phoenix officer dies after car crash

By Katie McDevitt, Tribune

December 1, 2005

A rookie Phoenix police officer from Chandler died Tuesday after his patrol car went off the road, rolled and struck a utility pole.

Paul Salmon, 22, died about 8:40 p.m. at Saint Joseph’s Hospital and Medical Center in Phoenix shortly after he was taken off life support, a Phoenix police spokesman said.

The South Mountain Precinct officer’s cruiser was found overturned about 1 a.m. Monday in the 3100 block of West Baseline Road about five minutes after he notified dispatch he was responding to a domestic violence call, police reported.

Salmon graduated from Hamilton High School in 2001 and was student body president his senior year.

His colleagues, friends and teachers remember him as a man with a good sense of humor who could talk with anyone.

"His school spirit was so high and he would resort to anything to get a laugh," said Lucee (Siter) Buchanan, his Hamilton honors English teacher who knew him since eighth grade.

Hamilton principal Fed DePrez smiled while recalling Salmon’s jovial nature.

"I always thought he’d be on Letterman or something like that, never a police officer or teacher," DePrez said. "While other kids used humor to tear people down, Paul did the opposite."

Police said Salmon suffered serious head injuries in the crash. Salmon was headed to the urgent call using lights and sirens, police said. The cause of the crash is under investigation.

Salmon’s family and fiancee Shannon Grismore, a Jacobson Elementary School kindergarten teacher, were by his side when he died.

Grismore and Salmon were planning to marry in March.

Contact Katie McDevitt by email, or phone (480) -898-633

<#==#>

13 year old steals mesa cop car!!!

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=54248

Teen thief joy rides in Mesa police car

By Mike Branom, Tribune

November 30, 2005

Thirteen-year-old Brandon McDaniel wants to be a policeman when he grows up. Mesa officials wish he hadn’t borrowed one of their patrol cars for an impromptu training session.

McDaniel fled a juvenile counseling center, jumped a fence surrounding Mesa Police Department’s parking lot and stole a police car for a joy ride early Tuesday, police said. After two hours, the Fountain Hills teen called 911 and turned himself in.

"I was at the detention thing and, um, I snuck out and I stole a police car," he told the 911 operator.

Minutes later, McDaniel was arrested in a fast-food restaurant parking lot at Lindsay Road and Main Street. He was booked into the Maricopa County Southeast Juvenile Detention Center on suspicion of auto theft, burglary and curfew violations.

Although the incident ended harmlessly, Mesa police spokesman Sgt. Chuck Trapani said authorities were alarmed by the idea that the patrol car — in the hands of someone else — could have been used in a plot against President Bush, who was spending the night at an east Phoenix hotel after a fundraising appearance.

The incident began around 10 p.m. Monday, when McDaniel’s mother brought the teen to Mayfield Youth Alternative Center. Mayfield serves as a crisis intervention program where minors can stay for up to 23 hours, director of youth services Jesse Eller said.

McDaniel went to bed, but when a headcount was conducted around 11:30 p.m., he was missing. Eller said he believes McDaniel left through a bathroom window.

While Mayfield staffers contacted police and McDaniel’s mother, the teen walked about a mile, came across the police department in the 100 block of North Robson, then climbed a fence to get into the parking lot.

There, he found a 2004 Ford Crown Victoria with keys in the ignition because an officer had left them there while he went inside to write a report. At 11:45 p.m., the officer returned to the parking lot and discovered his car missing.

McDaniel told authorities he drove for about three hours through Tempe and Mesa, listening to the search for the cruiser until the radio was remotely disconnected.

Not long after, he used the officer’s cell phone to call 911.

Contact Mike Branom by email, or phone (480) 898-6536
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http://www.courant.com/news/nationworld/hc-iraqnews1201.artdec01,0,6481476.story?coll=hc-headlines-nationworld

Iraq War Extends To The Media

Some Fault Information Operations' Extent

December 1, 2005

Combined Wire Services  WASHINGTON -- Not only has the U.S. military been secretly arranging to pay Iraqi newspapers to print pro-American stories written by U.S. troops, but a separate report indicates U.S. information operations in Iraq have been far more extensive.

A Knight Ridder investigation has found that U.S. Army officers have been secretly paying Iraqi journalists to produce upbeat newspaper, radio and television reports about the war. The U.S. military also has used psychological-warfare officers to write news releases, officials said. The report came on the heels of a Los Angeles Times report on pro-American reports in Iraqi newspapers.

U.S. officials said the payments to Iraqi journalists were made through the Baghdad Press Club, an organization they said was created more than a year ago by U.S. Army officers. They are part of an extensive information campaign run by the American military - including psychological warfare experts - intended to build popular support for U.S.-led stabilization efforts and erode support for Sunni Muslim insurgents.

Members of the Press Club are paid as much as $200 a month, depending on how many positive pieces they produce.

Under military rules, information operations are restricted to influencing the attitudes and behavior of foreign governments and people. One form of information operations - psychological warfare - can use doctored or false information to deceive or damage the enemy, or to bolster support for American efforts.

Many military officials, however, said they were concerned that the payments to Iraqi journalists and other covert information operations in Iraq had become so extensive that they were corroding the effort to build democracy, and undermining U.S. credibility in Iraq. They also worry that information in the Iraqi press that's been planted or paid for by the U.S. military could "blow back" to the American public if it is picked up from the Iraqi press by news organizations or Internet bloggers.

In addition, military and defense officials said, the more extensive the information operations, the more likely they'll be discovered, thereby undermining the credibility of the U.S. armed forces and the American government.

"It's a culture of being loose with the truth. We'd better stop it or we are going to end up like we did in Vietnam," said a senior U.S. defense official in Washington. "The problem is if you get caught, it destroys everything, and they don't realize the collateral damage potential."

Spokesmen for the American command in Iraq and for the Tampa, Fla.-based U.S. Central Command, which has overall responsibility for American military operations in the Middle East, said they had no immediate comment on the Knight Ridder report.

The U.S. military did not deny the Los Angeles Times report that the U.S. is planting pro-American stories in Iraqi newspapers.

Lt. Col. Barry Johnson, a military spokesman in Iraq, called the program "an important part of countering misinformation in the news by insurgents." A spokesman for Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld, however, took the contrary tack, calling the report troubling if true. The statement said Rumsfeld was looking into the matter.

Besides the Army's secret payments to Iraqi newspaper, radio and television journalists for positive stories, U.S. psychological-warfare officers have been involved in writing news releases and drafting media strategies for top commanders, two defense officials said.

On at least one occasion, psychological warfare specialists have taken a group of international journalists on a tour of Iraq's border with Syria, a route used by Islamic terrorists and arms smugglers, one of the officials said.

Usually, these duties are the responsibility of military public-affairs officers.

In Iraq, public affairs staff at the American-run multinational headquarters in Baghdad have been combined with information operations experts in an organization known as the Information Operations Task Force.

The unit's public affairs officers are subservient to the information operations experts, military and defense officials said.

The result is a "fuzzing up" of what's supposed to be a strict division between public affairs, which provides factual information about U.S. military operations, and information operations, which can use propaganda and doctored or false information to influence enemy actions, perceptions and behavior.

Knight Ridder Newspapers and Associated Press reports.

<#==#>

normally i consider cops thugs who help the government opress us but in this case this pig is right!!!!

http://www.azcentral.com/community/se/columns/articles/1202durrenberger02Z10.html

Closure of Tempe courts is detrimental to justice

Dec. 2, 2005 12:00 AM

Raise your hand if you're a resident of Tempe and know how to get to 201 East Chicago Street in downtown Chandler, the proposed site of the Santan Consolidated Justice Court Building. Here's a hint. It's 15 miles from the main campus of Arizona State University. How's that for convenience?

The existing East Tempe Justice Court is two miles from ASU, on the southeastern corner of Broadway Road and McClintock Drive. Thanks to Maricopa County Supervisor Fulton Brock, among others, a four-mile round trip is about to mutate into a 30-mile road trip.

As such, the supervisor's effort to save money through court consolidation is going to cost everyone more time and more money. Last year, in excess of 75,000 "everyones" traveled to Tempe's two Justice Courts. In the future, they had better pack a compass and a lunch.

The ASU connection is important because everyone cited or arrested (felonies aside) by the university's Department of Public Safety has his case adjudicated by the Tempe Justice Court. In fact, everyone cited or arrested within the boundaries of Tempe (felonies aside) by any police agency other than the Tempe Police Department has his case adjudicated by Tempe's Justice Courts.

In fiscal year 2004-05, Tempe's Justice Courts issued 532 orders of protection and injunctions against harassment. These orders and injunctions are currently served by the constables assigned to the Justice Courts.

Now, people will file their requests in Tempe's Municipal Court, the net effect of which will increase the court's caseload. No savings there.

Furthermore, Tempe police are going to find themselves serving those orders and injunctions. No savings there. And, in time, much the same thing is going to happen to requests for search warrants and telephone records.

In other words, the Tempe Municipal Court is going to get a whole lot busier, and Tempe detectives and sworn officers are going to become process servers. Alas, no savings there either.

Then, there's the issue of justice. It's a concept that relies on access to the courts. You can't have your day in court if you can't get to the courtroom. Unlike the members of the Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, not everyone has unlimited access to a free county car at taxpayer expense.

The bottom line is this. The closure of Tempe's two Justice Courts is bad public policy because, first and foremost, it's detrimental to the cause of justice. It will deny fair hearings to thousands of people. It will inconvenience many thousands more. For lack of ready access to orders of protection, people, mostly women, are going to be further victimized by their violent husbands and boyfriends.

The closure of Tempe's Justice Courts will increase the caseload borne by Tempe's municipal court. Hiding the Justice Courts in downtown Chandler will cost the Arizona State University Department of Public Safety and the Tempe Police Department more time and therefore more money.

Supervisor Brock owes the residents of Tempe an explanation. How are they better served by this most ridiculous of ideas?

Dan Durrenberger is a 32-year resident of the Southeast Valley who lives in Tempe and works in Mesa. He can be reached at DJDurrenberger@ aol.com.

<#==#>

too bad. he probably would have been a good freedom fighter. maybe he still will be - but not as a lawyer.

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/A/AZ_MURDERER_LAWYER_AZOL-?SITE=AZMES&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT

Dec 7, 12:12 PM EST

Arizona Supreme Court denies murderer's bid to become lawyer

By MICHELLE ROBERTS

Associated Press Writer

PHOENIX (AP) -- The Arizona Supreme Court on Wednesday ruled that a convicted murderer who graduated from law school could not be admitted to the State Bar because he didn't show good moral character.

James Hamm, who served 17 years in prison for shooting one of two men killed in a drug-related robbery, had asked the court to allow him to practice law even though the State Bar of Arizona had recommended against his application, citing the seriousness of the crime he committed and his failure to own up to his past.

The court heard oral arguments in October but unanimously sided Wednesday with the bar association.

"Although this court has not adopted a per se rule excluding an applicant whose past includes such serious criminal misconduct, we agree with those jurisdictions that have held that an applicant with such a background must make an extraordinary showing of rehabilitation and present good moral character to be admitted to the practice of law," wrote Chief Justice Ruth McGregor.

The court said it was concerned that Hamm had not taken full responsibility for his part in the Tucson murders. It also cited Hamm's failure to pay child support for a son he had before he was sent to prison.

<#==#>

kevin:

none of the stuff i sent you in the package is old stuff.

i stopped sending you stuff when sheriff joes goons started returning my mail. instead of sending it to you i just threw it into a pile. then when they put you in the tucson prison i just mailed the whole pile to you.

its all new stuff. although its pretty old stuff.

<#==#>

kevin:

a long time ago you filed out a notarized paper to allow me to do a freedom of information request to the secret service and get the shit they have on you.

the bastards have never answered it and i think i should start complaining about it.

<#==#>
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