



the senators screamed torture, torture, more torture - not really but they voted that way.
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Bill strips detainee rights to court

Measure would nullify Supreme Court ruling that allows challenges

By ERIC SCHMITT

New York Times

WASHINGTON - The Senate voted Thursday to strip captured "enemy combatants" at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, of the principal legal tool given to them last year by the Supreme Court when it allowed them to challenge their detentions in U.S. courts.

The vote, 49-42, on an amendment to a military budget bill by Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., comes amid intense debate over the government's treatment of prisoners in U.S. custody worldwide and just days after the Senate approved a measure by Sen. John McCain banning their abusive treatment.

If approved in its current form by both the Senate and the House, the law would nullify a June 2004 Supreme Court opinion that detainees at Guantanamo Bay have a right to challenge their detentions in court. Nearly 200 of roughly 500 detainees at the prison have already filed habeas motions. As written, the amendment would void any suits pending at the time the law was passed.

The vote also came the same week that the Supreme Court announced it would consider the constitutionality of war-crimes trials before President Bush's military commissions for certain detainees at Guantanamo Bay, a case that legal experts said might never be decided by the court if the Graham amendment becomes law.

Countermeasure in works

Five Democrats joined 44 Republicans in backing the amendment, but the vote Thursday may only be a temporary triumph for Graham.

Senate Democrats led by Jeff Bingaman of New Mexico said they would seek another vote, as early as Monday, to gut the part of Graham's measure that bans prisoners at Guantanamo Bay from challenging their incarceration by petitioning in civilian court for a writ of habeas corpus.

So it is possible that some lawmakers could ultimately have it both ways, supporting other provisions in Graham's amendment that try to make the military-tribunal process at Guantanamo more accountable to the Senate but opposing the more exceptional element of the legislation that limits the prerogatives of the judiciary.

Graham said the measure is necessary to eliminate a blizzard of legal claims from prisoners that is tying up Department of Justice resources and slowing the ability of federal interrogators to glean information from detainees that have been plucked off the battlefields of Afghanistan and elsewhere.

"It is not fair to our troops fighting in the war on terror to be sued in every court in the land by our enemies based on every possible complaint," Graham said after the vote. "We have done nothing today but return to the basics of the law of armed conflict where we are dealing with enemy combatants, not common criminals."

Opponents of the measure sharply criticized the Senate vote as a grave step backward in the government's treatment of detainees in the global war on terror. "This is not a time to back away from the principles that this country was founded on," Bingaman said.

Sen. Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania, chairman of the Judiciary Committee and one of four Republicans to vote against the measure, said the Senate was unduly rushing into a major legal shift without enough debate. "I believe the habeas corpus provision needs to be maintained," Specter said.

Narrow challenges OK

Under Graham's measure, prisoners at Guantanamo Bay would be able to challenge only the narrow question of whether the government followed the procedures established by the secretary of defense at the time the military determined the prisoners' status as an enemy combatant, which is subject to an annual review.

Detainees would not be able to challenge the underlying rationale for their detention.
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SoCal man wins school board seat - while in prison

Associated Press

RIVERSIDE, Calif. - Randy Logan Hale won a school board seat - while sitting in prison.

"Nothing surprises me in this business," said Barbara Dunmore, Riverside County's registrar of voters.

Hale captured 831 votes in Tuesday's balloting, which placed him third in the race for three open seats on the Romoland School District board. His win surprised some people because he had not campaigned or attended election forums and school board meetings.

Now they know why.

Officials at the California Institution for Men in Chino said Wednesday that a Randy Logan Hale, 40, was returned to prison on Sept. 21 for violating his parole from 1998 spousal-abuse and drug-possession convictions. Hale's wife and a district trustee confirmed that the candidate and the prisoner are the same person.

Hale is due to be released Feb. 15, said Lt. Tim Shirlock, a prison spokesman.

Dunmore said candidates must be registered voters, and registered voters must sign a registration card declaring that they are, among other things, not convicted felons on parole. Hale registered to vote and filed election papers on Aug. 10, she said.

Roland Skumawitz, superintendent of the Romoland School District, said he asked legal counsel what action he should take.

Hale's wife, Penny, 47, said her husband ran for office because he wanted to serve the community about 70 miles north of San Diego.

"This is wild, he'll be glad," she said about his victory.

Fourth-place finisher Christina Wilking-Gervais was not so thrilled.

"I don't mind being beat by someone if they were there," said Wilking-Gervais, who won 233 fewer votes than Hale.

Shaun Bowler, a political science professor at University of California, Riverside, said one possible reason for Hale's win was that his name was at the top of the ballot.

"Usually the people on the top of the ballot get the votes," Bowler said.

http://www.mercurynews.com/mld/mercurynews/news/politics/13132180.htm

Jailed man wins school board election

Associated Press

RIVERSIDE, Calif. - The winner of a school board election didn't campaign, attend forums or even go to any school board meetings before the vote - because he was in jail.

Randy Logan Hale won 831 votes in Tuesday's election, securing one of three open seats on the Romoland School District Board in a community about 70 miles north of San Diego.

"This is wild, he'll be glad," said his wife, Penny.

Hale, 40, was returned to prison in September for violating his parole on 1998 convictions for spousal abuse and drug possession, the California Institution for Men in Chino said, and is due to be released Feb. 15. He declared his candidacy in August.

His wife and a district trustee confirmed he was imprisoned.

The election of an inmate to the school board is a conundrum for the district, and Superintendent Roland Skumawitz said he's consulting lawyers to figure out how to handle the situation.

Shaun Bowler, a political science professor at the University of California, Riverside, said Hale may have gotten votes because he was at the top of the ballot.
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George W. Bush - a liar??????????
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Poll: Most Americans Doubt Bush's Honesty

By WILL LESTER

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) -- Most Americans say they aren't impressed by the ethics and honesty of the Bush administration, already under scrutiny for its justifications for an unpopular war in Iraq and its role in the leak of a covert CIA officer's identity.

Almost six in 10 - 57 percent - said they do not think the Bush administration has high ethical standards and the same portion says President Bush is not honest, an AP-Ipsos poll found. Just over four in 10 say the administration has high ethical standards and that Bush is honest. Whites, Southerners and white evangelicals were most likely to believe Bush is honest.

Bush, who promised in the 2000 campaign to uphold "honor and integrity" in the White House, last week ordered White House workers, from presidential advisers to low-ranking aides, to attend ethics classes.

The president gets credit from a majority for being strong and decisive, but he's also seen by an overwhelming number of people as "stubborn," a perception reinforced by his refusal to yield on issues like the Iraq war, tax cuts and support for staffers under intense pressure.

More than eight in 10, 82 percent, described Bush as "stubborn," with almost that many Republicans agreeing to that description. That stubborn streak has served Bush well at times, but now he is being encouraged to shake up his staff and change the direction of White House policies.

Concern about the administration's ethics has been fueled by the controversy over flawed intelligence leading up to the Iraq war and the recent indictment of Vice President Dick Cheney's top aide, I. Lewis "Scooter" Libby, on charges of perjury and obstruction of justice for his role in the leak of CIA operative Valerie Plame's name.

That loss of trust complicates Bush's efforts to rebuild his standing with the public. His job approval rating remains at his all-time low in the AP-Ipsos poll of 37 percent.

"Honesty is a huge issue because even people who disagreed with his policies respected his integrity," said Bruce Buchanan, a political scientist from the University of Texas.

The mandatory White House lectures on ethics for its employees came after the Libby indictment, and some people say they aren't impressed.

"It's like shutting the barn door after the horse escaped," said John Morrison, a Democrat who lives near Scranton, Pa.

"This week's elections were just a preview of what's going to happen," he said, referring to Tuesday's New Jersey and Virginia gubernatorial races, both won by Democrats. "People are just fed up."

Some Republicans are nervous about the GOP's political position.

"A lot of elected Republicans are running for the hills in the Northeast," said Connecticut GOP strategist Chris DePino after what he called "a waterfall of missteps" by Republicans. Bush and the GOP must return to their message that the United States has been safe from terrorism during his administration, DePino said.

Only 42 percent in the new poll said they approve of Bush's handling of foreign policy and terrorism, his lowest rating yet in an area that has long been his strongest issue.

The war in Iraq is at the core of the public's unrest, polling found.

An AP-Ipsos poll last week asked people to state in their own words why they approved or disapproved of the way Bush was doing his job. Almost six in 10 disapproved, and they most frequently mentioned the war in Iraq - far ahead of the second issue, the economy.

"To use an unfortunate metaphor, Iraq is a roadside bomb in American politics," said Rich Bond, a former national Republican chairman.

Many of those who approve of Bush's job performance cited his Christian beliefs and strong values, the second biggest reason for support after backing his policies.

"I know he is a man of integrity and strong faith," said Fran Blaney, a Republican and an evangelical who lives near Hartford, Conn. "I've read that he prays every morning asking for God's guidance. He certainly is trying to do what he thinks he is supposed to do."

The poll of 1,000 adults was conducted Nov. 7-9 by Ipsos, an international polling firm, and has a margin of sampling error of plus or minus 3 percentage points.
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kevin and laro i know both of you are smart enough not to rob a bank while talking on your cell phone, but please tell you fellow inmates that this is a bad, bad, bad idea. your phone can be traced and  your number found looking at the log files in the cell phone computers :)
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Woman Robs Banks While on Her Cell Phone

WASHINGTON (AP) -- These days it seems that some people just can't go anywhere or do anything without a cell phone in their ear.

In northern Virginia the police say they're looking for a woman who's been holding up banks while chatting on her phone.

"This is the first time that I can recall where we've had a crime committed while the person was using a cell phone," Loudoun County sheriff's spokesman Kraig Troxell told The Washington Post in a story published Friday. "The question would be whether anyone is on the other end of the line or not."

Investigators believe the woman has hit four Wachovia bank branches in recent weeks in Fairfax, Loudoun and Prince William counties.

In three of those bank jobs, she was talking on a cell phone, while showing the teller a box with a holdup note attached to it. In the most recent holdup, on Nov. 4, in Ashburn, the robber showed the teller a gun.

The woman is described as well-spoken, with a slight Hispanic accent.

Investigators say they're not sure if she's actually talking to someone on the phone or just pretending. They also won't speculate on why she's chosen only Wachovia branches

<#==#>

i damn good reason for people to carry a gun to protect themselfs.
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Crime Victims Often Marooned in Alaska

By JEANNETTE J. LEE

Associated Press Writer

KOTZEBUE, Alaska (AP) -- Susan Jones knew she had to leave her remote southeast Alaska village when she came home to find her husband clutching his loaded rifle.

In his other hand, she said, was the crumpled restraining order she had filed against him a day earlier after he sent several bullets whining past her head.

"He just had it bunched in his hand and it clearly didn't mean anything at all," Jones said.

Many crime victims in rural Alaska face the same predicaments Jones was confronted with as a victim of domestic abuse: weak law enforcement, lack of anonymity in sparsely populated communities and no easy way to escape the state's isolated bush communities.

Jones divorced the man she said violently abused her for 10 years and moved 1,250 miles northwest to Kotzebue. For the past 13 years, she has run the family shelter in this small western Alaska city just above the Arctic Circle.

Jones assists women and children - and occasionally men - who are victims of sexual crimes or domestic violence in the Inupiat Eskimo hub community and its 11 satellite villages.

About 80 percent of Alaska's 655,000 residents live in or near the state's three largest cities - Anchorage, Fairbanks and Juneau. The rest live in villages or tiny cities scattered over an area more than twice the size of Texas.

Dangerous weather and the lack of a road network in rural Alaska can leave crime victims marooned for days. Most villages can be reached only by air or sometimes boat or snowmobile.

"There's nothing comparable to that in the Lower 48" states, said Susan Lewis of the National Sexual Violence Resource Center in Enola, Pa. "It's one thing to say rural, but the word more often used for Alaska communities is remote."

Victims cannot hop into cars to seek help or escape their tormenters. Many fly hundreds of miles from home to safe houses and treatment centers in the cities.

A woman who identified herself only as Theresa left her village to live in Anchorage after she was sexually assaulted more than two years ago. She would not reveal her last name because many in her 750-person village near Bethel are not aware of the assault.

"I knew I'd have more opportunities to get help here than if I went to the village," she said.

Alaska has struggled for decades with rural public safety. About three dozen of Alaska's more than 200 bush villages have no law enforcement at all because of a lack of state or local funding.

Those who stay in their villages after reporting a crime must wait for state troopers to catch a plane or helicopter from the nearest large community, a trip that can take hours or even days in blizzards or fog.

"We could get a bad weather case and it could be days, in a worst-case scenario, before we could get out there," said Lt. Rodney Dial, a deputy commander with the troopers.

The lengthy response times often result in victims recanting their calls for help. Delays can also allow telltale wounds to heal or perpetrators to destroy crucial evidence.

Even communities with small police departments or state-funded Village Public Safety Officers have difficulties helping victims.

According to the Alaska Rural Justice and Law Enforcement Commission, village public safety officers are limited to protecting crime scenes until a trooper arrives. They are usually the only law enforcement presence in their village and are often local hires who are related to, or friends with, alleged perpetrators, and as a result are at times more reluctant to investigate crimes. They are also barred from carrying weapons.

Because of the lack of patrols in the Alaskan bush, even the prospect of a victim obtaining a restraining order can be a deadly choice.

Recalling her experience with her ex-husband, Jones said: "That piece of paper's not bulletproof."

On the Net:

Alaska Rural Justice and Law Enforcement Commission:

http://justice.uaa.alaska.edu/forum/21/4winter2005/b-ruralcommission.htm

University of Alaska Anchorage Justice Center:

http://justice.uaa.alaska.edu/

Maniilaq Association:

http://www.maniilaq.org/flash.html
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From this it looks like the people who are hired as prison gaurds are not the brighest members of society - maybe they hire them from the dumbest part of the apple barrel
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6 Fired After Rape at Fla. Detention Center

By BRENDAN FARRINGTON

Associated Press Writer

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) -- Six juvenile detention center employees were fired and five others disciplined after police said a mentally retarded boy was raped by a sex offender who was allegedly assigned to bathe and change his diaper.

Tallahassee police have charged Lee Donton, 17, with two counts of sexually assaulting the disabled boy, who has a 32 IQ and was 15 at the time.

Guards at the Leon County juvenile detention facility denied they told youths detained there to care for the boy, but more than a dozen stated that Donton bathed the disabled boy and seven said other detainees were also told to care for the boy, authorities said.

"It is unlikely this many youths would have similar stories if it wasn't occurring," said a report by Department of Juvenile Justice's inspector general's office.

The report was released Wednesday, the day after department Secretary Anthony Schembri announced the firings and other punishments over handling of the boy's care. Among the fired was superintendent Linda Edwards-Ellis. A shift commander, supervisor and three guards were also fired. Two officers were demoted, one was suspended for 30 days and two others were reprimanded.

Edwards-Ellis should have developed a plan to make sure the boy was properly cared for and then set up a monitoring system to make sure the plan was carried out, the report said.

The investigation also found that a guard heard a youth say Donton had sexually assaulted the boy, but never reported it because he didn't think it was true. Department policy requires to report any allegation of abuse.

The report also noted that a cabinet where surveillance tapes are stored was broken into and some tapes were missing, including one for the day one of the assaults is believed to have happened.

Donton told investigators he helped the boy, but denied ever touching him. He said he gave him a rag and soap and used motions to show the boy how to wash himself. Guards also witnessed when Donton helped change the boy's diaper, he said.

The victim was sent to the detention center after pushing over his grandmother. After the incident, the family tried to have him placed in a group home instead of in Juvenile Justice care. Schembri said the boy shouldn't have been in the detention center.

Edwards-Ellis could not be reached for comment; there is no listing under her name in the Tallahassee phone directory.
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danger should this pedifile prison guard come to your prison watch out - in the case of both of you guys the gaurds are often much bigger criminals then the inmates.

http://kvoa.com/Global/story.asp?S=4108041&nav=HMO6

YUMA, Ariz. A captain at the state prison in Yuma has been indicted on ten felony counts of sexual exploitation of a minor.

William Edward Kangas is accused of possessing child pornography.

The Somerton man was arraigned yesterday and entered an innocent plea through his lawyer.

An investigation led to the arrest of Kangas on October 30th after he brought his computer in to have it repaired.

The person working on the computer reportedly found child porn images and called police.

Authorities searched Kangas' home and seized the computer and other evidence.

Kangas is on administrative leave from his prison job.

He's being held in the Yuma County Jail on 50-thousand dollars bond.

Information from: The Sun, http://www.yumasun.com

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/1111captaincharged11-ON.html

Prison captain charged with possessing child porn

Associated Press

Nov. 11, 2005 03:00 PM

A captain at the state prison in Yuma has been indicted on 10 felony counts of sexual exploitation of a minor for allegedly possessing child pornography.

William Edward Kangas of Somerton was arraigned Thursday on the indictment and entered a not guilty plea through his lawyer.

He was arrested on Oct. 30 after an investigation which began when he brought his computer to another person in Yuma to have it repaired. That person reportedly found the child pornography images on his computer and called police.

They searched his home and seized the computer and other evidence.

Kangas, 51, is on administrative leave from his job at the state prison in Yuma. He's being held in the Yuma County Jail on $50,000 bond.
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Arpaio program in ACLU sights

By Nick Martin, Tribune

November 12, 2005

The ACLU is looking for somebody with ink on his thumbs and a traffic ticket in hand who’s mad about the whole thing.

Arizona’s branch of the American Civil Liberties Union has started gathering legal ammo to challenge Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio’s new driver-fingerprinting program in court.

The program requires drivers who are pulled over for crimes such as reckless driving or excessive speeding to ink their thumbprint on a ticket or face jail. It was put in place by the sheriff in mid-October.

Since then, the ACLU’s interim local director has been quietly talking to anti-Arpaio groups, trying to find someone who’s been asked to provide a print and wants to sue.

"We have drafted a memo on the points of law that show clear constitutional and statutory violations under Joe’s new fingerprint policy," wrote director Dawn Wyland in an e-mail to an anti-Arpaio group. "We are now looking for a plaintiff so we may bring a case and stop the abuse."

Wyland said Thursday she couldn’t talk about the e-mail, details of the memo or any potential plaintiffs.

"But some people have come forward," she said.

The rest of the e-mail, which Wyland confirmed she sent late last month, also provides more detail on what kind of plaintiff the ACLU is looking for.

"The only thing is it CANNOT be for a DUI," Wyland wrote, "just a criminal traffic citation such as excessive speed or reckless driving . . . things of that nature."

The sheriff, meanwhile, said he’s unconcerned by the threat of a lawsuit from the ACLU — which has become a regular event under the sheriff’s watch.

The ACLU, he said, "sues me every time I go to the toilet."

But that’s not to say Arpaio’s office wins in court every time, either.

In August, his office lost a court battle against the ACLU when the county’s Superior Court ruled it’s illegal for Arpaio to require pregnant inmates to get a court order before receiving abortions.

Arpaio then vowed to appeal.

Despite that, the sheriff said he will continue using his ongoing battle with the civilrights group as a talking point during re-election campaigns.

"Every time they go after me," Arpaio said Thursday, "my polls go up."

Wyland said a team of ACLU lawyers will meet next week to discuss the next steps toward a lawsuit.

Contact Nick Martin by email, or phone (480) 898-6380
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You can trust cops to be honest? Sure?
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Police officers union fined for violating campaign finance laws

TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) -- The union representing Tucson police officers has been fined $9,500 for violating campaign finance laws in its attempt to defeat Pima County Sheriff Clarence Dupnik last year.

An investigation by the Yuma County Attorney's Office found that the political action committee of the Tucson Police Officers' Association failed to provide timely notice of campaign-related expenses, register as a political organization in Pima County and file campaign finance reports.

The union was ordered to pay the Pima County Division of Elections $900 in late fees for the campaign finance reports and $8,618 in civil penalties.

Dupnik, a Democrat, easily won a seventh term with 55 percent of the vote.

The inquiry into the union's campaign contributions was conducted by the Yuma County Attorney's Office to avoid any potential conflict of interest.
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dont these cops have any real criminals to hunt down?????
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Mother Crushes Infant While Breast Feeding In WI

WINNEBAGO COUNTY, Wisconsin Officials in northwest Wisconsin say a woman suffocated her 4 month-old daughter when she passed out while breast-feeding her.

Prosecutors in Winnebago County on Friday charged 27 year-old Lorinda Hawkins with one count of child neglect causing a death. They say the infant died on February 23 and did not say why they waited until November to file charges.

According to the criminal complaint, Hawkins told police she went to a bowling alley with her daughter and had six double-shot alcoholic beverages. After her husband picked them up and drove them home, the complaint says she admitted to falling sleep on top of the infant while she was breast-feeding. She told police she woke up about 15 minutes later and her daughter was pale and wasn't breathing.

Police say her blood alcohol level the next morning was point zero seven. They estimate that it was between 0.15 and point 0.27 at the time of the infant's death.

She is being held in the Winnebago County jail and a preliminary hearing is set for November 17. She could face up to 29 years in jail if convicted.

http://www.news24.com/News24/World/News/0,,2-10-1462_1833225,00.html

Breastfeeding mom kills baby

12/11/2005 21:07  - (SA)

Wisconsin - A four-month-old girl died when her inebriated mother fell asleep on top of her while breastfeeding, prosecutors said.

Lorinda Hawkins told police she fell asleep about 15 minutes after she started breastfeeding the baby on February 23 because of her intoxication, a criminal complaint said.

When she woke up about an hour later, the baby was pale and wasn't breathing, the complaint said.

Hawkins was charged on Friday with one count of child neglect causing a death. If convicted as a repeat felony offender, she could be sentenced to 29 years in prison and fined $100 000.

Defence lawyer Steven Smits asked for Hawkins' release on signature bond so she could enter substance abuse treatment, but she remained jailed on Friday on $7,000 bail.

A preliminary hearing is scheduled for November 17.

The 27-year-old - who was on probation for child neglect - had consumed six double-shot alcoholic beverages at a bowling alley, the criminal complaint said.

Hawkins was on probation for neglect of the same child, and was prohibited from drinking alcohol and from having unsupervised contact with all four of her children at once, court documents show.
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Flushing the 1st amendment down the toilet at Chelan High School
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Chelan School District backs off rosary bead ban

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CHELAN, Wash. -- The Lake Chelan School District has rescinded a ban on rosary beads a week after school officials banned them as a symbol of potential gang involvement.

About 75 students, parents and community members attended a school district meeting Wednesday night to discuss the ban, which the district had imposed more than a week earlier. At the time, the district said a Wenatchee police officer had warned school officials that rosary beads worn around the neck could be a symbol of gang activity, particularly among Latino students.

Luis Fernandez, a junior at Chelan High School, was among the students asked to tuck his rosary beads under his shirt and refused.

"I thought that was a dumb reason. They were labeling me as a gangster because I wear a rosary," he said.

The district dropped the ban Monday, as well as bans on other symbols that had been placed on a new list of gang-affiliated clothing, including the owl, the numbers 13, 14 and 18 and several sports jerseys of famous players.

"We need to do a better job of communicating when we make changes," said Tim Berndt, principal at Chelan High School. "I didn't go through all the proper steps of notification."

Hugo Sanchez, a senior, said he researched the rosary as a gang symbol on the Internet and found the same issue had already been decided in Texas, where a school lost a lawsuit for suppressing religious freedom after banning the rosary.

"It's really a big issue for me," said Ali Juarez, a junior. "It's part of my religion. I feel it was never an issue before. It never disturbed class."

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1110AP_BRF_Rosary_Ban.html

Friday, November 11, 2005 · Last updated 7:41 p.m. PT

Wash. school rescinds ban on rosary beads

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CHELAN, Wash. -- A high school has rescinded a rule that prohibited students from wearing rosary beads a week after administrators prohibited them as symbols of potential gang involvement.

Officials at Chelan High School said they acted too hastily when they imposed the ban after a training session with a police officer, who warned rosary beads worn around the neck can be a sign of gang activity, particularly among Latinos.

But several students challenged the new dress code, sparking debate among school officials, parents and members of the clergy.

"We need to do a better job of communicating when we make changes," Principal Tim Berndt said. "I didn't go through all the proper steps of notification."

The district dropped the rosary rule Monday, as well as bans on other symbols, including an owl, the numbers 13, 14 and 18, and several sports jerseys of famous players.
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our favorite socialist Kyrsten Sinema attacks governor Napolitano policy of not doing business with companines that hire illegals.

http://www.prensahispanaaz.com/index.asp?id=4219

Prevén crisis por decisión de Napolitano

Edmundo Apodaca

La decisión de Janet Napolitano de suspender contratos a las empresas que realizan trabajos para el gobierno estatal y que tengan empleados indocumentados es un error que tendrá consecuencias severas para la economía, consideró la legisladora demócrata, Kyrsten Sinema.

<SNIP>

“tienen el dinero y que siempre ha necesitado de la mano de obra imigrante.

Esto puede poner en peligro la reelección de Janet Napolitano en las elecciones del próximo año.

OK here is the translation

Prevén crisis by decision of Napolitano Edmundo Apodaca the decision of Janet Napolitano to suspend contracts to the companies that make works for the state government and which they have undocumented employees is an error who will have severe consequences for the economy, considered the legislator democratic, Kyrsten Sinema.  "' gringos' does not want to make those so heavy works.  There is nobody can do them if they are not the immigrants who come to work in workings that nobody wants to do aqui ' ", said Sinema, that accused the governor to play the game that the republicans want.  "it matches to Them to the republican ladies, soon him dá light taps to those who are in favor of the immigrants, soon it returns to them the back to the Hispanics, and that game that is doing is even very dangerous for her", said the democratic congresswoman, who is outstanding in the defense of the community immigrant.  In its opinion the announcement done recently by the governor is outside all logic, since most of the companies of construction and services they require the manual labor immigrant because the North American citizens refuse to make the heavy works.  It added that the situation will be extremely complicated for Arizona if they continue extending those ideas, that to only they put more noise him to the subject of the immigration and that will end up affecting the companies of all type which they operate in the state.  "it is not necessary to make us idiot.  The heavy works nobody wants here to do them.  For that reason it is that the companies are forced to contract manual labor that comes from Mexico or other Latin American countries, because that people are customary to the hard work and come to do what nobody been born here dares to do."  Kyrsten Sinema went further on when indicating that the only thing that is making the governor is to try to guarantee its re-election.  "She needs the support us, but also the community of Latin, democratic, progressive, but at the same time to the republicans.  Specially of the republican ladies.  Then she is in a conflict and I believe that it is easy to watch the conflict that it has.  It remembered that recently Napolitano time vetoed the initiatives antiimmigrants, but soon turned around the immigrants to him.  It reiterated that to force the companies that have contracts with the government of the state to dismiss their workers who do not have papers will very hard untie to a crisis and the fear of other industralists of which soon Napolitano goes away against them, of which are applied sanctions to them or that simply untie a hunting against the immigrants.  She advanced that if the governor follows in that paper she gains repudio of the industralists, of people who have the money and that always has needed the imigrante manual labor.  This can put in danger the re-election of Janet Napolitano in the elections of the next year.
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clay thompson doesnt know it but he is giving out advice that could be used by terrorists to make a timer for a bomb to take out an airplane. he didnt mention it but the pressure of the air also changes in the same way. and hell these days anybody can go to radio shack and buy a pressure or tempature chip for a buck and wire it up with a op amp to trigger at the right time.
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Some hot air, hot water and kokopelli

Nov. 14, 2005 12:00 AM

Today we have kind of mishmash of questions because I have a lot of short ones hanging around that need to be cleaned up and because this is being written at the end of last week, and I'm too tired to think up a column on one subject.

So let us begin.

If hot air rises, why is it always hotter at the bottom of the Grand Canyon than on the Rim?

It's for the same reason that it is cooler in Greer than in Phoenix.

Air cools as it rises. It cools by about 5.5 degrees per 1,000 feet. This is called the dry adiabatic lapse rate.

The elevation at Phantom Ranch way down at the bottom of the Canyon is 2,560 feet, a bit more than the elevation of Phoenix. The elevation at the North Rim is 8,241 feet, and at the South Rim it's about 7,000 feet. Hence the temperature difference.

Does one use more water washing dishes by hand or by using the dishwasher? I guess I am weird, but I like to wash dishes while looking out my kitchen window, watching the birds and little critters in our front yard.

Well, I guess it all depends. Most dishwashers use about 15 gallons of water for a load.

If you are washing a big pile of dishes by hand and leave the water running to rinse them off, you might easily use more than 15 gallons. If you fill one side of the sink with wash water and one side with rinse water and don't leave the water running, you'd probably use less than the dishwasher.

The real waste involved with a dishwasher comes when you use it to do only a partial load. It's still going to use the 15 gallons. Wait to run it when it's full.

Is that kokopelli figure you see everywhere a true Native American symbol or something Western artists made up to sell wind chimes?

It's the real thing, a sacred symbol for many Native American cultures in the Southwest. The figure turns up in petroglyphs carved up to 3,000 years ago.

He is a hunchbacked flute player, sometimes shown carrying a pack. One idea is that the figure may be based on traders who came up from Mexico to do business in the Southwest and played the flute to announce their approach to a village.

There are many legends associated with kokopelli, but for the most part he is associated with fertility for people, crops and animals.

Before prudish Spanish missionaries persuaded artisans to make the change, the kokopelli was portrayed as especially, um . . . manly.

Reach Thompson at clay.thompson@arizonarepublic.com or (602) 444-8612.
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advice from the cops on how to make your car hard to spot - "Red and black are the two least visible colors and any two-tone using red and black and any other color. Red and white. Black and white," Solomon said. "It actually enhances camouflage rather than visibility." - "The problem with black is it blends in with the background very well, day and night," Solomon said. And, he said, when police use two tones, like black and white, they break up the silhouette of the vehicle, making it harder to see.

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/1114patrolcars14.html

Police cruisers switching back to black

Judi Villa

The Arizona Republic

Nov. 14, 2005 12:00 AM

Black is back.

After years of blues and browns on police cars, the traditional black-and-white is once again gaining popularity, and law enforcement agencies from coast to coast and across the Valley are making the switch.

Police say the black-and-white cars are more visible and the old-fashioned color scheme remains unmistakably synonymous with "cops."

"I think they're great," said Gilbert police Sgt. John Lyle. "They grab people's attention. For me, personally, it does have some historic value. That's what I grew up knowing as a police car.

"There's no doubt when people see a black-and-white car, they know what it is."

In the Valley, police departments in Gilbert, Buckeye, Peoria and Tolleson already have converted their fleets to black and white.

Last year, Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio picked black as the new color for his cruisers and sport utility vehicles, saying he wanted a "sharper" image.

Tucson police took delivery of 50 black-and-white patrol cars a year ago, returning to the color scheme it had in the 1930s and '40s.

And Mesa police have started to equip 45 black-and-white cruisers that should hit the street in a couple of months. With black hoods and trunks, the cars cost about $400 more than today's all-white patrol cars, but Mesa is offsetting that by going with smaller hubcaps, said Sgt. Chuck Trapani. It will be about six years before all of Mesa's 287 patrol cars can be replaced. The new cars will be easier for police helicopters to identify from the air and were overwhelmingly popular in surveys of officers and Block Watch captains, Trapani said.

"When you're in Arizona, a majority of cars on the roadway are white," he said. "All of a sudden you see a black and white, and 'Oh, that's a police car.' It's easier to flag us down."

But while public recognition and traditional values may make black a popular choice for police cars, truthfully, it doesn't make them safe or more visible, said Dr. Stephen Solomon, an optometrist in Owego, N.Y., who is a national expert on emergency vehicles, color and visibility.

"The problem with black is it blends in with the background very well, day and night," Solomon said. And, he said, when police use two tones, like black and white, they break up the silhouette of the vehicle, making it harder to see.

So what is the most visible color? A bright, light green, called lime yellow.

"Red and black are the two least visible colors and any two-tone using red and black and any other color. Red and white. Black and white," Solomon said. "It actually enhances camouflage rather than visibility."

Solomon said his ideal police car would be a single, light color, like white or lime yellow, with lots of reflective material.

Police cars in the United Kingdom, South Africa, Australia and some European countries incorporate bright yellow, orange, red and blue in fluorescent checkered strips running along the sides of white vehicles to be more conspicuous.

In the Valley, police cars of all colors incorporate reflective striping, lettering and identifying decals.

But Mike Tellef, spokesman for the Peoria Police Department, said the retro color scheme has its own, special visibility.

Mission accomplished, according to Danny Miller, of Buckeye, who said the classic black-and-whites "stand out more for sure."

"That's what they should look like," Miller said.

Still, not every agency is making the switch. Phoenix police and the state Department of Public Safety plan to stick with their white-and-blue cars.

DPS Officer Frank Valenzuela said his agency put a lot of work and effort into making their cars easy to see with strips of blue reflective tape.

Last year, the DPS cruiser placed third in a national law enforcement vehicle design contest. Judges praised the effective use of reflective decals and conspicuous markings.

"We're really happy with our color scheme," Valenzuela said. "We don't believe people have any problems identifying our cars."

<#==#>

lots of piggies are needed for the amerikan police state and they are very well paid!!!
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Police Aggressively Recruit Job Candidates

By JAMES HANNAH

Associated Press Writer

DAYTON, Ohio (AP) -- Recruiters for New York City's police department now hand out coffee mugs on college campuses. In Los Angeles County, they offer baseball jerseys with the words "Join Our Team."

Some recruiters say they even plan to hit the road to entice volunteers.

Police around the country are aggressively recruiting job candidates, squeezed by the retirement of baby boomers and competition from higher-paying private jobs and federal law enforcement.

"We're not able to find as many qualified applicants as we've had in the past," lamented Montgomery County Sheriff David Vore, who is advertising statewide for 12 deputies and eight corrections officers. "I can't explain it. It just doesn't appear people want to come into law enforcement like they did."

Police recruiters in Oakland, Calif., plan to buy a mobile home within six months so they can travel to out-of-state military bases and colleges to administer tests.

"We're going to drive, fly and do whatever it takes," said Sgt. Jon Madarang, recruiting supervisor for Oakland, which needs to hire 62 officers.

Even going to the movies offers no escape. Recruiting ads designed to look like movie previews are showing in theaters.

"Everybody's getting into branding their police department to separate it from their competitors," said Jason Abend, executive director of the National Law Enforcement Recruiters Association.

Police agencies traditionally have advertised themselves in newspapers and on radio or let recruits come to them after hearing about openings by word of mouth.

Some police departments are flush with qualified candidates. Abend said that while there may be a shortage of applicants in some areas, the overall pool nationally is not shrinking. However, he said there is increased competition for that pool.

Federal law enforcement and military agencies have been in a hiring frenzy since the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, attracting recruits to the border patrol, immigration and customs, Abend said.

"The FBI is vacuuming up people," he added.

Many veteran police officers are taking private-sector jobs or snapping up better-paying jobs at other police departments, touching off recruiting wars.

"I laugh every time I see Roy McGill, the police chief of Germantown," said Chris Krug, police chief in nearby Miami Township near Dayton. "I say, 'You're not going to hit me are you? Because I've stolen about four people from your department.'"

Despite the change in recruiting methods, the message remains pretty much the same: police work offers job security and a way to serve the community.

Vore has spent $8,000 for newspaper ads in Dayton, Columbus and Cleveland. The campaign, which began five months ago, has attracted 20 officers from Cleveland-area police agencies - more than 150 miles away - who are interested in jobs.

The Los Angeles police department hired a public relations firm that produced three movie trailers, fictionalized accounts of a day in the life of two patrol officers. The officers are seen capturing a robbery suspect, arriving on the scene where a gunman takes a woman hostage, and helping find a young kidnap victim.

"We wanted people to look at it and probably think it's a new movie coming out," said recruiter Gavin Stieglitz. "We figured a lot of people are going to the movies and this was a way to reach out to a big, wide audience."

The trailers are being shown at theaters in five southern California counties.

Other large police departments have taken more conventional approaches to boost recruiting.

New York City has dropped the $35 fee to take the written examination and allows recruits to apply online. Next year, Chicago will offer its exam four times annually instead of once a year.

The police department in Clearwater, Fla., has begun offering a paid day off for any officer who recommends a recruit who is hired and makes it through one year's probation.

It also plans to drop a requirement that all recruits have college degrees, allowing them to substitute at least three years of active-duty military service or at least two years' experience with a certified police agency.

"We're not lowering our standards. It just makes a bigger pool," said Sgt. Terry Teunis. "The pool just isn't as sufficient as it used to be."
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hmmmmmm kevin:

your web page is doing rather well. it is november 14 and i logged in to add the comissary list of federal prison in safford arizona that laro is being held at and i saw this

Page View Summary

Your site had 177 page views yesterday and 1414 page views so far this month.

i guess your web site is getting a few hits. for both of you it is at:

      http://members.tripod.com/free-kevin-walsh

Marc Hoys site is not doing as well. I logged in just a minute ago and it said

Page View Summary

Your site had 1 page views yesterday and 12 page views so far this month.

His site is:

          http://members.tripod.com/marc-hoy
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but i guess thats life. more people are interested in political prisoners then in people who spent time in jail in thailand. and dont ask me why marc was in jail in thailand. he never told me. although my first guess would be the stupid drug war. but i could be wrong on that. i though they executed people for even trivial drug crimes. but blame the us government for that. the good ould usa created the stupid world wide drug war.

mike
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Polygamy is no threat to society

Marlyne

Hammon

My Turn

Nov. 15, 2005 12:00 AM

Regarding "Thy unlawful wife" (Editorial, Oct. 26):

Polygamy itself is not a social problem, regardless of how remote or self-contained it may be. If the concern is about people being motivated by lust, then the majority of our nation, regardless of culture or lifestyle, is guilty.

For every Brian Mitchell or Stanley Rimer there is a Mark Hacking or Scott Peterson somewhere out there.

(Brian Mitchell of Utah is charged in the abduction and sexual assault of Elizabeth Smart, whom he took as his second wife. Stanley Rimer was sentenced last month to life in prison for sexual abuse of a girl, then 10, who he took as a third wife. Mark Hacking of Utah and Scott Peterson of California are convicted wife-killers.)

Untold numbers of crimes have been committed as a result of a "revelation" or a "command from God." Crimes against women and children are not confined to any one religion, marriage system or culture.

What difference does it make that the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints once embraced polygamy? Why do people insist on bringing it into the picture? Polygamy was on the earth long before Mormonism.

Many people are in a stir about Warren Jeffs and the polygamy in Colorado City. Well, Jeffs does not own polygamy any more than LDS President Gordon B. Hinckley does.

Let me say it again: Polygamy is not the problem! Polygamy is no more a danger to society than is monogamy.

Every woman should have the right to her choice of husband. The ratio of males to females should have no bearing on the matter. If seven females choose to marry the same man, they should have that right, if all parties are in agreement, regardless of the number of eligible single men.

While so many are crying about women marrying into polygamy, please save a tear as well for all the women who are forced to live in single loneliness or end up as road kill in the ditches and along the byways of monogamy's great and mighty thoroughfare.

As for children, their chances of a happy and fulfilled life in a polygamous family are multiplied, not divided. I can say that from experience.

Any sane person knows that if you have a sliver in your finger, you take out the sliver. You do not cut off your hand.

There are laws in place to address crimes against women and children whether in polygamy, monogamy, celibacy or any other lifestyle.

There is no reason for Arizona to start hitting its head against the wall, as Utah has been doing for more than 100 years. There are more polygamists in Utah today than ever, in spite of the state's anti-polygamy laws.

Let's keep a cool head and not allow the wild-eyed hate groups and sensational media to run the show.

The writer has lived in Centennial Park for 11 years.
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Government double talk for - "we are going to kick the homeless people out of the library and chase them out of  Park Margaret Hance cuz we don't want no stinking homeless people in downtown phoenix"

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/1115phxlibrary15.html

Library plans to have more police on site

Monica Alonzo-Dunsmoor

The Arizona Republic

Nov. 15, 2005 12:00 AM

CENTRAL PHOENIX - Police plan to step up patrols around Burton Barr Central Library and create a police beat office in the building to address community concerns about safety and security.

The changes are a result of the Phoenix Public Library's safety and security task force, which was created in response to library patrons' complaints of trash, foul odors and "unsanitary behaviors" around the building.

"We want everyone, families and children, feeling comfortable using their public library," said Ed Zuercher, deputy chief of staff to Mayor Phil Gordon. "There are behaviors occurring outside the library that make people feel unsafe, and that's what the mayor is trying to address."

Other recommendations include training for library and parks and recreation staff, developing a "code of conduct" for the library's entrance and coming up with guidelines for banning repeat offenders from library property.

The group also talked about creating an architecture review task force to consider changing the outside of the library to discourage loitering.

City Council members approved the task force recommendations last week. Those proposals will be put in place over the next year.

As task force members discussed community concerns, they tried to balance those needs with making sure everyone continues to have access to the library. They also suggested ideas to deal with the people around the building who are causing concerns, including connecting them with housing and social-service resources.

<#==#>

There is always a filthy stinking smell coming from the Maricopa County Sheriffs pig pig
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=53169

Arpaio aide has PIR pact

By Gary Grado and Mark Flatten

Tribune

November 15, 2005

A high-ranking commander in the Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office has a private deal to provide security for events at Phoenix International Raceway, where a top NASCAR driver was released Friday without being subjected to tests to determine whether he was driving while intoxicated.

Larry Black, chief of enforcement at the sheriff’s office, told the Tribune Monday he was at the sheriff’s command post working his off-duty job as PIR security manager when race driver Kurt Busch was brought in Friday night on suspicion of drunken driving.

But Black said he did not play any role in the decision to turn Busch loose with a citation for reckless driving and without administering a Breathalyzer or blood test to determine his blood alcohol level.

"I didn’t make any decisions at all," said Black, who is paid a salary as manager of security services at PIR.

When Busch, the defending Nextel Cup champion, was brought into the command post at the raceway, Black said he told sheriff’s deputies "whatever needs to be done needs to be done."

"As far as I’m concerned, he’s just another guy. It makes no difference to me," Black said.

But former deputies say Busch’s case was unusual because of the way the Breathalyzer test was handled.

Black said he coordinates the security needs of the racetrack for the five major events staged there every year.

As part of his duties, he finds sheriff’s deputies and other officers to work off-duty at the track.

The off-duty officers are paid by the track to provide security inside the facility and to direct traffic, Black said.

The sheriff ’s office does provide equipment "for us to do our job," he said.

Black said he does not think there is a conflict of interest between his job overseeing patrol and other officers at the sheriff’s office and his off-duty work for the racetrack.

"The deputies do their jobs and they’ve been allowed to do their jobs 100 percent," Black said.

Black would not disclose how much he is paid by PIR. He has had the job for about seven years, he said.

Lee Baumgarten, director of operations at PIR, did not respond to attempts to contact him by phone and e-mail.

Busch, who was in the Valley for the Checker Auto Parts 500, was stopped by a sheriff’s deputy about 8:20 p.m. Friday after he nearly rear-ended another vehicle and ran a stop sign, according to sheriff ’s reports.

He was belligerent at the scene and refused to take a field sobriety test, said Lt. Paul Chagolla, spokesman for the sheriff’s office.

The officer smelled alcohol on Busch’s breath and took him into custody, Chagolla said.

Busch was taken to the sheriff’s command post at PIR, rather than a nearby sheriff’s facility in Avondale.

At the command post, Busch was initially given a roadside breath test, typically used by officers to determine whether there is probable cause to arrest a person suspected of drunken driving. Busch registered a 0.017 on the field test, less than onefourth the legal limit of 0.8, according to Chagolla.

Results from field testing units are not admissible in court.

Officers then tried to administer a Breathalyzer test, which is admissible, but the machine was malfunctioning, according to Chagolla.

At that point, a sergeant administered an eyemovement test, usually given when a suspect is pulled over, and there was no indication that Busch was intoxicated, Chagolla said.

Busch was then cited for reckless driving and released.

Deputies did not attempt to draw blood from Busch to determine his actual blood alcohol content. They also did not take him to another facility that had a working Breathalyzer. The sheriff’s Avondale facility is less than seven miles from the racetrack.

Chagolla said it was the arresting officer’s decision not to draw blood or drive Busch to another facility. On Saturday, Chagolla said blood was not drawn because there was not a phlebotomist present.

Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio said Monday deputies didn’t seek a blood sample because there was not enough probable cause for a search warrant, which is what is required to take someone’s bodily fluids.

"There was no need to go any further," Arpaio said.

Arpaio said he sees no conflict of interest for Black to have the contract as security manager for PIR.

The sheriff said it is no different than the common practice of individual officers who contract their off-duty services to bars, swap meets or special events.

Former deputies say the way Busch’s case was handled is unusual.

Mike Pennington, who retired from the sheriff ’s office in July, said that if a Breathalyzer machine malfunctions before a suspect can be tested, the deputy should take the prisoner to another location where there is a working machine.

Pennington, president of the Fraternal Order of Police Maricopa Lodge 5, said that aside from the sheriff’s station in Avondale, other West Valley police agencies or the Arizona Department of Public Safety would have been available to administer the test on Busch.

"They couldn’t find a Breathalyzer that works? I’d find another one," Pennington said.

John Frieling, who retired from the sheriff’s office in January, also said the standard procedure if one machine failed would be to find one that works, whether it be at the sheriff ’s office or another police agency.

"If it was (an average) Joe, it would have been handled differently," said Frieling, who spent 17 years with the sheriff’s office.

David Cantor, a defense attorney whose practice includes drunken driving cases, said it is not unusual for Breathalyzers to break down.

In those instances, police officers typically seek a search warrant for a blood draw or take the suspect to a nearby police station where another Breathalyzer is available.

Deputies could have done either if necessary. A judge is on the bench around the clock at the Maricopa County Jail in downtown Phoenix and can sign warrants that are transmitted by fax, said J.W. Brown, Maricopa County Superior Court spokeswoman.

Breath tests should be administered within two hours of driving, Cantor said.

Busch was suspended for the balance of the NASCAR season by the racing team he drives for, sponsored by Crown Royal whiskey.

He did not race Sunday, but his brother, Kyle, won the Checker 500.

Kurt Busch told NBC Sports that alcohol was not a factor in his run-in with sheriff’s deputies.

Contact Gary Grado by email, or phone (602) 258-1746.

Contact Mark Flatten by email, or phone (602) 542-5813.
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Buckeye police officer arrested after quarrel

BUCKEYE – A Buckeye police officer has been placed on paid administrative leave following a disturbance at a Glendale apartment complex, authorities said Monday.

Bruce Dwayne Osborne, 40, a nearly one-year-member of the Buckeye force, was booked Sunday into the Glendale city jail on charges of resisting arrest and obstructing police.

Police said that a combative Osborne smelled of alcohol and used repeated profanities when confronted by police at a complex in the 6700 block of North 83rd Avenue.
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when it comes to our sex lives the government makes a big deal out of nothing and ruins people lives

http://www.statepress.com/issues/2005/11/14/news/694898

Details released in child sex case arrest

Student caught by Tucson TV station

by Brian Indrelunas  published on Monday, November 14, 2005

An ASU student arrested last week masturbated on a Web cam for and set up a meeting with what he thought was a 12-year-old girl, those involved in a Tucson TV station's investigation said.

Jed Daniel Poulsen, 22, was arrested in Arizona City, Ariz., last Monday based on information turned over to police by KVOA Channel 4 in Tucson and Perverted-Justice.com.

Volunteers for the Web site regularly pose as minors to expose online predators. KVOA partnered with the site after seeing similar stories in other cities, said Assistant News Director Brad Stone.

"It's been pretty successful in other markets in getting people off the street," Stone said.

A staff member from the site who refers to herself as Tyrone was one of the people posing as Tucson youngsters.

Tyrone, who did not use her real name for security reasons, described Poulsen's contact with the supposed minor based on chat transcripts.

Tyrone said Poulsen contacted the supposed minor in Yahoo's Southwest Teen chat room Sept. 25 and offered to perform sexual acts within the first hour of the conversation.

"On the first night, he invited her to view his Web cam, and the first images were of himself, naked, stroking his penis," she added.

She added that Poulsen had a phone conversation with an adult Perverted-Justice.com staffer with a childlike voice as he prepared a meeting.

When he showed up at the meeting place Oct. 15, Poulsen found KVOA crime reporter Lupita Murillo.

Of the 162 men who contacted Perverted-Justice.com staffers during the investigation, nearly 20 tried to set up a meeting with what they thought was a child, Murillo said.

"I couldn't believe that this many people were on the Internet trolling for young girls," she said.

Videotape from Poulsen's visit to the house was aired Thursday night.

"Why do people like you do stuff like this?" Murillo asked Poulsen in the report.

"I can talk to younger people better than I can talk to people my own age," he said.

As of Sunday, Poulsen was being held on $20,000 bond in a Pinal County jail.

Poulsen will be arraigned there Nov. 18 if he is not transferred to a Pima County jail, said Michael Minter, spokesman for the Pinal County Sheriff's Office.

Officials from ASU Student Judicial Affairs, which would handle any on-campus disciplinary action, did not return calls for comment Thursday.

Poulsen's mother, Sandra Poulsen, declined to comment.

Reach the reporter at brian.indrelunas@asu.edu.

<#==#>

man sleeping in car arrested for drunk driving. dont these cops have real criminals to hunt down? i guess this means i am right and its all about revenue

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=53253

Iraq-bound GI faces DUI

By Gary Grado, Tribune

November 16, 2005

A Mesa military man heading to Iraq on Thursday must decide if his drunkendriving trial should wait until he comes home in 18 months, or if it should go on without him.

Michael Denofre, an Army National Guardsman, contends he was simply sleeping in an idling truck to avoid arguing with his wife — not driving it drunk.

His trial is scheduled to begin Dec. 14 in Maricopa County Superior Court. If convicted, he would be dishonorably discharged.

Standing trial in absentia would mean passing on the chance to take the stand, or he can try and postpone it until his return. Either choice is unfair, his attorney said.

"If I continually move (for postponement) for a year and a half, is that still a fair and speedy trial," said defense attorney Bethany Jacobs.

The 30-year-old supply sergeant from Mesa-based 1/ 180th Field Artillery Unit, is going to trial because he contends he did not drive Feb. 5 when Mesa police arrested him outside his wife’s house. He was found behind the wheel of his truck drunk, asleep, surrounded by empty beer cans and with the engine running.

Denofre’s defense is that he slept in the truck to avoid arguing with his wife and ran the engine to run the heater to keep warm.

Denofre’s wife says in a sworn affidavit that he went outside about 2 a.m. She checked on him an hour later and saw him sleeping.

"At no point during the evening did I see or hear Michael move the vehicle," she wrote.

According to a police report, an officer shined his spotlight on the truck’s cab and saw someone slumped over in the driver’s seat.

When the officer opened the door and spoke to Denofre, he got no response until he nudged him.

Jacobs asked the court to dismiss the charge on grounds that the law allows a drunken driver to pull off the road without fear of being considered in "actual physical control" of the vehicle.

Denofre was asleep, the headlights were off, the radio was off, the heater was on and he was parked near the sidewalk, Jacobs said.

"Staff sergeant Denofre chose the right path," Jacobs wrote in court documents. "He chose not to try and drive home and endanger himself and others in the process."

Deputy Maricopa County attorney Jerald Hale argued in court documents that the truth of those facts are for a jury, not the judge, to decide, so the case shouldn’t be dismissed.

Earlier this year, a Scottsdale police officer was suspended from duty but not charged with drunken driving after he was found passed out inside his running vehicle parked in front of the police station.

Contact Gary Grado by email, or phone (602) 258-1746

<#==#>

dangerous police dog

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=53252

Nipping K-9 out to Heber pasture

By Paul Giblin, Tribune Columnist

November 16, 2005

Rocky the Scottsdale police dog managed to survive long enough to retire. He moved to Heber, a lovely town along the Mogollon Rim, where all the residents now are prospective meat-flavored snacks.

His supervisors, Lt. S cott Popp and Sgt. J.R. Parrow, forced Rocky to take retirement two weeks ago because of a series of performance issues.

Specifically, he kept chomping his human co-workers.

Popp and Parrow probably saved his life.

Officer Patrick Regan shot Rocky on Sept. 12 and it was only a matter of time before another cop perforated him.

That night, Regan and several other officers were searching for two men suspected in a shootout near North 64th Street and East Indian School Road.

They traced one of the suspects to a house on East Calle Camelia. Officer David Alvarado, Rocky’s handler, released the dog into the backyard, while Regan and officer Damien Mendoza searched near a garage.

Regan and Mendoza came across an unlocked door and decided to investigate, according to police reports.

Regan opened the door and Rocky burst onto the scene. "Whoa! Here he comes. Don’t move," Mendoza yelled.

Rocky initially headed for Mendoza, but it was a feint. Rocky changed directions and pounced on Regan, pushing him backward.

"As I was moving backwards, I was able to push the dog back with my right foot. I continued stepping backwards in order to increase the distance between the dog and myself," Regan wrote in his report.

Rocky decreased the distance, lunged again and sunk his teeth into Regan’s left arm. Regan dragged Rocky a distance and kicked him away.

Rocky circled around and again turned toward Regan. "I raised my service weapon from the low ready position and with one hand discharged one round at the dog," Regan wrote.

Even after being shot in the butt, Rocky remained undeterred in his mission to gnaw on Regan and went after him again.

By then, Alvarado arrived on the scene. "As Officer Regan ran away from Rocky yelling, Rocky immediately locked onto Officer Regan, who was giving Rocky a lot of stimulus," the dog handler wrote.

Regan prepared to stimulate Rocky with a second bullet, but Alvarado grabbed the dog, sparing his life. Both Regan and Rocky were treated for their injuries.

For the record, police dogs are supposed to take a bite out of crime, not cops.

On Oct. 10, Alvarado provided the necessary stimulus for a second dog attack when he tried to subdue a suspect with a pipe. As Alvarado and the man fought, Rocky bit Alvarado.

Then Rocky figured his services were needed elsewhere and bit the hand of another officer, who put the dog in a choke hold and threw him into a car.

"At some point, we just had to make the decision that it’s better to have him retire than to keep him out on the streets," police spokesman Sgt. Mark Clark said.

Rocky, a Belgian Malinois, had seven years of service on the force. His handler doesn’t know why he became a rogue dog, Clark said.

Rocky worked on the narcotics detail, so it’s possible that sniffing all that dope over the years may have affected his judgment — or just given him the munchies.

The dog was scheduled to retire in the summer anyway.

Generally, police dogs have short retirements. Their postcareer routines usually feature a one-way trip to a veterinarian’s office to reminisce over a lethal cocktail.

"When you have a police dog, you don’t just give him to a family and say, ‘Here you go! Enjoy your new pet!’ " Clark said. "You want to have someone who knows the dog and knows his quirks."

In Rocky’s case, his former handler, who lives in Heber, agreed to take him, quirks and all.

Rocky had another option. He had been invited to relocate to Cottonwood, a den for other disgraced Scottsdale cops.

Scottsdale Chief Doug Bartosh, fired in January 2003, turned up as Cottonwood chief in February this year. Officer Gareth Braxton-Johnson, who resigned while under an Internal Affairs investigation in June, accepted a position with Cottonwood in August.

The welcome mat was out for Rocky as well.

"Our dogs remain with their handlers and enjoy their retirement and being part of a family," Cottonwood officer Denise Ross wrote in an e-mail in response to an Oct. 21 column.

"Rocky would be welcomed up here as we value our police officers (which Rocky truly is). We have a ranch where . . . several retired police dogs live, instead of suffering imminent death," she wrote.

Think of all the jolly times Bartosh, Braxton-Johnson and Rocky could have had together hanging out at morale-building barbecues, cowering from columnists’ phone calls. Maybe they can still get together.

Meanwhile, the Scottsdale Police Department has moved on. Popp and Parrow last week brought in a recruit to serve along alongside Nitro, Spike and the rest of Scottsdale’s furriest.

Alas, the recruit flunked his physical, so they’re looking for a replacement who knows the difference between cops and kibbles.

Contact Paul Giblin by email, or phone (480) 970-2331

<#==#>

bring freedom and democracy to iraq - yea sure!!!!

http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20051116/ts_nm/iraq_abuse_bunker_dc

Torture widespread in Iraq bunker: ex-detainee By Michael Georgy

Wed Nov 16,12:49 PM ET

BAGHDAD (Reuters) - An Iraqi student who said he was held with prisoners in an Interior Ministry bunker described on Wednesday how he was hung blindfolded in excruciating positions and called a "Sunni dog" by his Shi'ite interrogators.

He was speaking after more than 170 detainees were discovered in the bunker on Sunday night during a raid by U.S. troops who were searching for a missing teenage boy.

"They blindfolded me and tied my hands behind my back and then hung me by a ceiling hook. My shoulders and arms felt like they would come off," the former detainee, who asked to be identified only by his initials, M.I., told Reuters.

"Other times we had to stand up straight and not move for 10 straight hours or face more torture."

There was no way to independently verify M.I.'s account.

The prisoners were found locked in an underground cell near an Interior Ministry compound in the Baghdad district of Jadriya and many of them showed signs of severe hunger, beatings and torture, Iraqi officials and U.S. military sources said.

Prime Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari said on Tuesday his government was investigating the allegations of abuse.

The discovery of the detainees is embarrassing for the U.S.-backed government, which has promised to deliver human rights after decades of dictatorship under     Saddam Hussein.

    Iraq's Sunni Arab minority has accused militias linked to the Shi'ite-run Interior Ministry and Shi'ite political parties of rounding up Sunnis in raids and holding them without charge. The Shi'ite-led government has denied the accusations.

LONG ORDEAL

M.I., a Sunni, said his ordeal began one night in late August, when Interior Ministry forces showed up in police vehicles outside his family's house and detained him without charge along with his brother and cousin.

"About forty minutes later I was in a room in a bunker with about 100 others. They blindfolded me and tied my hands behind my back," said the 22-year-old law student.

Interrogators asked him for information on Sunni insurgents in his neighborhood.

"I didn't know anybody. They hung me from my bound hands from a ceiling hook and whipped me with metal cables. They called us Sunni dogs and thieves or friends of Saddam Hussein.

"They put me in a small cell at first where there were bloody clothes from another prisoner. Then I was in a room with about 100 others. Sometimes they used drills on people."

The bunker scandal is likely to deepen sectarian tensions in Iraq, where Sunnis are waging a bloody insurgency against the Shi'ite-led government.

M.I. said air conditioners were kept at full blast in the bunker, a former bomb shelter located near a building guards said was once a small palace for one of Saddam's daughters.

"They put me in a barrel full of cold water during questioning," said M.I. "They also electrocuted me."

Each prisoner was given half a loaf of bread on a typical day and allowed access to the toilet every two days, he said.

"We would rush to the toilet and drink from the tap because sometimes they would only give us water in soda bottle caps three times a day," he said.

After intensive torture during the first four days by men whom M.I. described as agents from the office of special investigations, inmates were abused less frequently.

But he said life was so tough that prisoners prayed for a transfer to the notorious U.S.-run     Abu Ghraib prison, where the scandal of U.S. troops abusing Iraqi prisoners broke last year.

Thin and soft spoken, M.I. sat in the office of a Sunni party on Wednesday, still surprised he was freed six weeks ago.

"We were suddenly taken to meet an official in a jacket and tie. He asked for our names then set five of us free. Others were sent back. No reason was given," he said.

<#==#>

Too Little Too Late

by Ron Paul

http://www.house.gov/paul/tst/tst2005/tst111405.htm

Congress is poised to consider a budget bill this week in a vote both parties consider critical, but in reality the bill is nothing more than a political exercise by congressional leaders designed to convince voters that something is being done about runaway federal spending. Having spent the last five years out-pandering the Democrats by spending money to buy off various voting constituencies, congressional Republicans now find themselves forced to appeal to their unhappy conservative base by applying window dressing to the bloated 2006 federal budget.

Ignore the talk about Congress "slashing" vital government programs in this budget bill, which is just nonsense. This Congress couldn't slash spending if the members' lives depended on it.

Remember, this is a Congress that has increased spending by 33% since President Bush took office in 2001. And we're not talking about national defense or anti-terrorism spending. We're talking about a one-third increase in garden variety domestic spending. This is also a Congress that passed the 2003 Medicare prescription drug bill, the single largest increase in entitlement spending since the Great Society programs of the 1960s. So there's not much credibility to be found on Capitol Hill when it comes to reducing the federal budget.

The proposed bill calls for such tiny reductions in spending that frankly it's shameful for Republicans to claim it represents a victory for fiscal conservatism. And it's equally preposterous for Democrats to claim it represents some great threat to precious entitlements. The dollar amounts contained in the bill are so insignificant that both parties are guilty of meaningless grandstanding.

The budget reconciliation bill reduces spending by a mere $5.6 billion in a 2006 budget of nearly $2.5 trillion. This represents just a fraction of one percent, a laughable amount. Does anyone seriously believe the federal budget cannot be trimmed more than this? Consider that the federal budget was only about $1 trillion in 1990, a mere 15 years ago – and government was far too large and too intrusive then. After all the talk about deficit spending, this is the best a Republican congress and Republican president can come up with? What a farce.

Projections of big savings beyond 2006 because of this bill are pure fiction. Congress has no authority to pass budgets or appropriate money beyond the next fiscal year. Future Congresses will not pay one whit of attention to this bill, and its hopeful predictions will be forgotten.

Furthermore, we need to get our budget cutting priorities in order. Why are we cutting domestic programs while we continue to spend billions on infrastructure in Iraq? In just the past two weeks Congress approved a $21 billion foreign aid bill and a $130 million scheme to provide water for developing nations. Why in the world aren't these boondoggles cut first?

The spending culture in Washington creates an attitude that government can solve every problem both at home and abroad simply by funding another program. But we've reached a tipping point, with $8 trillion in debt and looming Social Security and Medicare crises. Government spending has become a national security issue, because unless Congress stops the bleeding the resulting economic downturn will cause us more harm than any terrorist group could ever hope to cause. And we're doing it to ourselves, from within.

Congress is running out of options in its game of buy now, pay later. Foreign central banks are less interested in loaning us money. Treasury printing presses are worn out from the unprecedented increase in dollars ordered by the Federal Reserve Bank over the past 15 years. Taxpayers are tapped out. Where will the money for Big Government conservatism come from?

Congressional Republicans and Democrats can posture until doomsday, but the needed course of action is clear. Declare an across-the-board ten percent cut for the entire federal 2006 budget – this means every department, every agency, and every program – including military spending and so-called nondiscretionary entitlements. If congressional leaders cannot take this simple step toward balancing the 2006 budget, they should at least not attempt to delude the American people that serious spending cuts are being made.

November 15, 2005

Dr. Ron Paul is a Republican member of Congress from Texas.
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hello iraq, good by vietnam. i guess i dont have to say that much any more because the general public is catching on

http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2005-11-15-poll-vietnam_x.htm
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Poll: American attitudes on Iraq similar to Vietnam era

By Susan Page, USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — There are enormous differences between the war in Iraq and the one in Vietnam that defined a generation. The current conflict hasn't lasted as long, taken nearly as many American lives or sparked the sort of anti-war movement that marked the '60s and '70s.

But when it comes to public opinion, Americans' attitudes toward Iraq and the course ahead are strikingly similar to public attitudes toward Vietnam in the summer of 1970, a pivotal year in that conflict and a time of enormous domestic unrest.

Some political scientists and historians predict that the Iraq conflict, like the one in Vietnam, will shape American attitudes on foreign policy and the use of military force long after it's over.

"This war is probably a really big deal historically in terms of America's perspective on the world," says John Mueller, a political scientist at Ohio State University. "What you're going to get after this is 'We don't want to do that again — No more Iraqs' just as after Vietnam the syndrome was 'No more Vietnams.' "

In a USA TODAY/CNN/Gallup Poll taken Friday through Sunday, more than half of those surveyed wanted to withdraw U.S. troops from Iraq within the next 12 months. In 1970, roughly half of those surveyed wanted to withdraw U.S. troops from Vietnam within 12 months. (Related: Poll results)

In both surveys, about one-third supported withdrawing troops over as many years as needed, and about one in 10 wanted to send more troops.

Arizona Sen. John McCain, a Republican, rejects any comparison with the Vietnam era.

"I wasn't in the United States in 1970," says McCain, a POW in Vietnam at the time. "But I am very aware of what happened in 1970. There's not massive demonstrations in the streets (now). There's not the kind of opposition — draft-card burning and all of that — (seen) during the height of the anti-war movement."

Still, McCain says he is "very worried" about polls showing waning support for the war. "I would not try to sugarcoat it. Some things need to be done better," he says.

Growing unease over the war in Iraq has been reflected in recent days on Capitol Hill, at the Pentagon and in foreign capitals.

In the Senate on Tuesday, Republicans defeated a Democratic proposal that called on Bush to outline a timetable for the phased withdrawal of U.S. troops. Republican leaders countered with their own non-binding resolution that urged next year "should be a period of significant transition to full Iraqi sovereignty."

"There's a growing desire to get out of Iraq, almost regardless of the consequences," says George Herring, a history professor emeritus at the University of Kentucky and author of America's Longest War: The United States and Vietnam, 1950-1975. "This is the way things began to develop in Vietnam after the fall of 1967."

In 1970, 56% said the decision to send troops to Vietnam was a mistake. (That number reached a high of 61% before direct American involvement in the war ended in 1973.) Now, 54% say the decision to send troops to Iraq was a mistake.

Split over war emerges in GOP

Declining support has its own consequences for Bush, making it harder for him to maintain party unity behind his policy, especially as the 2006 congressional elections approach.

"Politicians get twitchy when the poll numbers shift," says John Pitney, a former House Republican staffer and political scientist at Claremont-McKenna College in Claremont, Calif.

"The No. 1 instinct in politics is survival," says Andrew Kohut, director of the non-partisan Pew Research Center. With sagging approval ratings for Bush and for his handling of Iraq, the president is "going to have a much harder time than he's had so far in ... keeping people close to him," Kohut says.

Opposition to the war crosses party lines.

In the latest USA TODAY poll, a record 60% of those surveyed, including one in four Republicans, said the war wasn't "worth it." One in five Republicans said the invasion of Iraq was "a mistake."

Among independents, 60% called the war a mistake; 85% of Democrats agreed. There was no gender gap on the issue — that is, no difference in the opinions of men and women — but there was a racial divide. Half of whites saw the war as a mistake. Among blacks, that view was almost universal, held by 95%.

Concern over the course and costs of the Iraq war has become a major factor in unease about the direction of the country generally. In January, a 58% majority said things were going well for the United States. By this month, only 49% said things were going well.

Most of those who say things are going well in the country support the war. Most who say things are going badly — 50% of those polled — call it a mistake.

Bush has begun pushing back harder against critics, particularly Democrats who accuse administration officials of distorting or withholding intelligence when they were making the case to invade Iraq three years ago.

Speaking to troops at Elmendorf Air Force Base in Alaska late Monday, on his way to Asia for an eight-day trip, Bush said Democrats were "playing politics with this issue, and they are sending mixed signals to our troops and the enemy." He warned: "That is irresponsible."

At the Pentagon on Tuesday, Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld acknowledged that many Americans want to know when U.S. troops can come home. He argued it would be a mistake to leave prematurely. "We must be careful not to give terrorists the false hope that if they can simply hold on long enough, they can outlast us," Rumsfeld said.

But Mueller says his study of wartime public opinion raises doubts about whether rhetoric can rebuild lost support for the war. "If history is any indication, there is little the Bush administration can do to reverse this decline," he wrote in an article in the current issue of Foreign Affairs magazine.

Mueller found parallels in the course of public opinion toward the wars in Korea, Vietnam and Iraq: Broad enthusiasm at the outset that declined steeply at first, then eroded slowly.

Casualties rise, support falls

In Vietnam and Iraq, some of the reasons given for going to war were undercut over time. For Iraq, that includes the failure after the invasion to find weapons of mass destruction or clear, prewar ties to the al-Qaeda terrorist network. Then, as casualties mounted, support for both wars fell.

"It's a basic cost-benefit analysis," Mueller says. As casualties rise, fewer people think the cause is worth the cost. After that, good news — for instance, a successful election or the passage of a constitution — can briefly boost support. But it typically dissipates.

"You can bring them back, but the question is bringing them back permanently," he says, "and that seems unlikely."

There are, of course, major differences between Vietnam and Iraq, including less tolerance for U.S. casualties.

More than twice as many U.S. troops were deployed to Vietnam in 1970 — 334,600 — than the approximately 160,000 U.S. troops now in Iraq. The death toll for American troops in Iraq passed 2,000 last month. In Vietnam, where U.S. involvement began on a small scale in the 1950s, nearly 54,000 U.S. troops had been killed by the end of 1970.

A majority of Americans began calling the war a mistake after the Tet offensive in 1968 — three years after the major build-up of U.S. troops there. By 1970, the Nixon administration had taken steps to reduce U.S. troop levels and casualty rates.

But the U.S. invasion of Cambodia in April 1970 created a firestorm. In May, four anti-war protesters were shot and killed by Ohio National Guard troops at Kent State University.

That furor prompted the first major challenge by Congress to President Nixon's leadership on the war.

In the Senate, Democrats proposed the Cooper-Church amendment, the first measure to limit presidential powers during wartime. It barred U.S. combat operations in Cambodia and Laos. After months of debate, it finally was passed in December.

"That's a pretty pivotal period in the war," Herring says.

Sen. Chuck Hagel, R-Neb., a member of the Foreign Relations Committee and a Vietnam veteran, said Tuesday's action in the Senate would be seen as a watershed in this war.

"People will look back on this day and say it was a turning point," Hagel told reporters after a speech at the Council on Foreign Relations — the point when Congress began to pressure the administration to lay out its exit strategy for Iraq.

Meanwhile, in Britain, the chief U.S. ally in Iraq, government leaders began suggesting this week that British troops might begin leaving Iraq next year.

British Prime Minister Tony Blair, who has been targeted by anti-war protesters himself, said on Monday that it was "entirely reasonable" to "talk about the possibility" that British troops could begin leaving Iraq by the end of 2006.

That discussion, he added, "has got to be always conditioned by the fact that we withdraw when the job is done."

Contributing: Oren Dorell, Dave Moniz, Barbara Slavin, Andrea Stone, wire reports

check out this USA today poll on Iraq/Vietnam

http://www.usatoday.com/news/polls/2005-11-15-iraq-poll.htm
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pedifile cop who violate their probation get special treatment from the court system

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/A/AZ_OFFICER_OFFENDER_AZOL-?SITE=AZMES&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT

Nov 17, 3:30 AM EST

Ex-cop who's a registered sex offender can remain on probation

TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) -- A judge has ruled that a retired Tucson police officer who is now a registered sex offender will be allowed to remain on probation despite violating it.

Authorities said Charles Kenneth Walter, a 21-year police veteran, was arrested in December 2003 after using the Internet to set up a sexual encounter with an undercover officer he believed to be an underage girl.

Walter, who later retired from the force, was placed on probation and ordered to get counseling and register as a sex offender.

On Monday, Pima County Superior Court Judge Howard Fell held a probation violation hearing at the request of Walter's probation officer.

Fell was told Walter violated the terms of his probation by going places that weren't on his pre-approved weekly schedule, having stuffed animals in his car, socializing with someone else on probation and having contact with children.

Walter, who now works at a tow yard, denied some of the allegations.

On Wednesday, Fell placed Walter back on probation but told him that he will not have contact with minors under any circumstances and he will not stray from his schedule without prior permission.

<#==#>
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The Bird

Torturous Times

The winged wonder on John McCain's righteous anti-torture stance, Stepford-like Gilbert and changes at hipster haven Lux
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<SNIP>

What's Eating Gilbert, AZ?

The city of Gilbert must be covered in money. Otherwise, how can it afford to go after a guy who's committed the sin of growing a vegetable garden in his front yard? That is, how can the city's public servants have time to harass some old hippie about a few cornstalks, etc., he's raised up on his own damn property?!

Shucks. The Bird thought growing-your-own was a tradition on the outskirts of Phoenix. Yet the folks in this Stepford-like East Valley city are doing what they can to protect the beauty of their putting greens, patios and swimming pools from the icky ecosystem of Gilbert's Daniel Lee Thompson -- whose front-yard garden is a mass of romaine, Swiss chard and towering turnip greens.

The 57-year-old Thompson's an advocate of "sustainable farming methods," which really just means he's ripped out his suburban lawn and replaced it with a vegetable garden. But rather than eat some of his rutabagas, Thompson's ultra-anal neighbors are organizing to get a city code changed that right now allows non-homeowner-association residents to do what they please with their own property. The nerve!

Their complaints to Gilbert officials have been heard by Town Council member Dave Crozier, who roused himself from his Barcalounger long enough to ask the city attorney to rule that Thompson's garden is a code violation. This failed, so Crozier's now looking into changing the ordinance that allows people to grow stuff on their own land.

Crozier's gotten a lot of heat over the whole mess.

"People are calling and saying, 'Are you anti-garden?'" Crozier confided to The Bird. "But this just doesn't look like any garden I've ever seen before. It looks like a lost Mayan temple in the jungle. There's vegetation overgrowing the whole house. There's insects, and a lot of bad smells, and a dead pine tree that [Thompson] said was a shrine to his Christmas tree from last year. Whatever this is, it's not your normal garden."

Aha! Now we're getting somewhere.

Dan Thompson's garden isn't normal, which in Gilbert is the darkest sin imaginable. Want to live in a pink stucco prefab tract home, attend church every Sunday and join the PTA? Gilbert will embrace you. Want to devote your life to raising half a dozen kids, and drive an SUV? The citizens of Gilbert will genuflect at the mention of your name. But don't even think about wearing tie-dye, or growing a garden in your front yard.

Unless you want your neighbors to rat you out to the cops and sic the Town Council on you.

The fine citizens of Gilbert, according to Crozier, aren't allowed to have weeds taller than 10 inches growing in their yards, but crafty Dan Thompson got around that by only growing plants he can eat. None of which smelled, by the way, when The Bird flew over.

Like every single eco-nerd The Bird's ever spoken with, Thompson can blather endlessly about stuff like hydro-mining and losing the rain forests and the magic of mulch.

"The state of Arizona doesn't have enough oxygen-producing plants to support its own mammalian population -- which is us!" Thompson said. "We should be reforesting as fast as possible, not trying to stamp out some guy's front-yard garden."

More interesting to The Bird than any of this front-yard-garden stuff is the fact that Thompson's writing a book about his experience. The Bird knows: Who isn't writing a book these days? But Thompson's book is called Kootznawoo, which its author swears means "fortress of the bear."

One thing's for sure, kootznawoo's a fun word to say. After The Bird had said it about 30 times, it asked Thompson what he thought Dave Crozier had against his vegetables.

"Dunno," Thompson snickered. "But I do know that my neighbors all have these anally retentive yards, all straight and neat and poisoned with Roundup, which is really just the same fucking thing as Agent Orange with a little flavor change. And all I know is, Gilbert can't touch me. So I'll just keep planting."

You go, Dan! Because you may be a nut-box, but you're a nut-box within your rights. Just don't forget to drop The Bird some extra seeds.

<SNIP>
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Defense lawyers to challenge breath tests in drunk-driving cases

Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb. - Some Nebraska defense attorneys are taking a cue from their counterparts in Florida who have gotten hundreds of drunken-driving cases dropped by demanding the manufacturers of breath tests show how the machines work.

If the information is not provided, defense attorneys ask judges to disallow the test results as evidence in drunken-driving cases.

Attorneys in Seminole County, Fla., have used the tactic to get hundreds of cases dropped in the last year.

"This machine has been treated as if it's the machine behind the Wizard of Oz's curtains," said Omaha defense attorney Steve Lefler. "We ought to be able to ensure that it's accurate."

On Thursday, Lefler will ask a Douglas County judge to throw out breath-test results in two cases.

Omaha City Prosecutor Marty Conboy said the test's accuracy is tested and ensured by the Nebraska Health and Human Services, which licenses the machines.

Conboy has been a part of thousands of drunken-driving prosecutions that involved the use of breath tests. He said he has no doubts about their accuracy.

"I have confidence that in every single one of those cases, the person was guilty," he said.

The breath tests are like computers, Lefler said, in that they are bound to have glitches.

Two Douglas County judges have asked prosecutors to provide the operation information, including the computer code that makes them work, or explain why they can't. Prosecutors say they don't have the information because it is owned by the machines' manufacturers.

Asking for the tests to be scrutinized in such a manner is imprudent and impractical, Conboy said.

"You get a judge to make this kind of a decision, it's like lighting gasoline on fire," he said.

The stakes are high and people on both sides believe the case will eventually go to the state Supreme Court.

In 2004, about 14,000 Nebraska drivers - including about 5,000 in Douglas County - were arrested for drunken driving, with breath tests being used in a majority of the cases.

Defense attorneys James Schaefer and Glenn Shapiro plan to ask for test operation information in 30 upcoming cases.

"If those machines have real problems and (the maker) has been hiding it from us," Shapiro said, "then it's our duty to blow the whistle on this."

Information from: Omaha World-Herald, http://www.omaha.com

<#==#>

government rulers DESERVE membership in an elite country club and gym!

Posted on Tue, Nov. 15, 2005

Gym memberships, country club meals get criticism in Westar rate review

Associated Press

TOPEKA, Kan. - Regulators and consumer advocates are objecting to Westar Energy Inc.'s inclusion of country club meals and fitness club memberships among expenses the utility is seeking to recover with its proposed $84 million rate increase.

The questioned expenses amount to only $17,540 among a mountain of filings by Westar to support higher electric bills. But both sides are remaining steadfast.

Westar spokesman Jim Ludwig says the company should be reimbursed because the expenses - $8,150 in gym memberships and $9,390 in spending at the Topeka Country Club - are part of the cost of doing business. He said meals at the country club were incurred while conducting business, and the fitness dues may lead to reduced health care costs for the company.

The Kansas Corporation Commission, which regulates utilities, and the Citizens' Utility Ratepayer Board, which represents customers, disagree.

"You have enough of those smaller adjustments and they add up," said Susan Cunningham, general counsel for the KCC. "We feel like those types of activities benefit the company but not necessarily all of its ratepayers."

Westar's rate request would increase bills 9 percent, an average of $5.28 monthly for residential customers, for 352,000 homes in its northern region, which includes Lawrence, Atchison, Emporia, Leavenworth, Manhattan, Olathe, Salina, Topeka, Hutchinson and Parsons.

Some 303,000 customers in southern Kansas, including Arkansas City, El Dorado, Fort Scott, Independence, Newton, Pittsburg and Wichita, would see a 6 percent increase under the proposal, amounting to about $4.58 monthly.

Westar is asking for the increase to cover rising costs for fuel, transmission and compliance with environmental rules. The three-member KCC has until Dec. 28 to issue a decision.
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Even if you are a out of control dumb jock Mr. Nick Johnson I would like to thank you. The cop probably deserved it.

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=53454

Former ASU player jailed in assault on cop

By Mike Branom, Tribune

November 18, 2005

Nick Johnson

A former Arizona State University football player was jailed early Friday on suspicion of punching a Tempe police sergeant in the face during a bar fight.

Nick Johnson, a defensive end during the 2002 and 2003 seasons, also hit a bouncer at ACME Roadhouse Bar before being subdued with a stun gun, police said. Arrested shortly after 2 a.m., he was booked on two counts of aggravated assault on a police officer and a count of misdemeanor assault.

Sgt. James Click suffered a broken nose and a fractured cheekbone, as well as being knocked unconscious. He is expected to undergo reconstructive surgery this weekend.

Johnson, 21, had a short stay with the Sun Devils due to discipline problems. The Chandler High School product brawled with a teammate in July 2003 and left the team after being suspended five games into his sophomore season.

In 19 games, Johnson recorded 24 tackles, 12 tackles for loss and six sacks.

Contact Mike Branom by email, or phone (480) 898-6536
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Arizona Pet Resort hit with collect call charges from Maricopa County jail inmates

By Ed Gately, Tribune

November 18, 2005

On any given day, the telephone at Arizona Pet Resort in Tempe rings regularly with calls from current and new clients.

Related Links

Business

But back in early October, the phone stopped ringing for a few days.

"We first noticed some phone problems on Oct. 7," said Dave Hocevar, Arizona Pet Resort’s co-owner. "I was at home and my staff alerted me that they weren’t receiving any incoming calls."

During the weeks ahead, Hocevar learned that his business had become the victim of a telephone scam in which Maricopa County jail inmates tapped into his business line and racked up more than 100 calls and more than $240 in collect call charges.

Hocevar included "call following" in his Qwest business telephone package, but hadn’t yet installed it with a personal identification number. This made the business vulnerable to the scam.

According to Qwest.com, call following "allows you to send your calls to any phone, from any location, so now your calls can follow you anywhere."

"We are concerned about the security of all of our customers, and are working closely with this customer to make sure the proper security measures are in place," said Michael Dunne, Qwest spokesman.

The Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office is investigating the scam and charges may be pending, said Sgt. Kip Rustenburg.

"We have some inmates that are players in it, but right now we’re not going to comment on it," she said. "I’ve been in contact with our manager for inmate telephone services and they have been aware of it for a bit."

Hocevar said his business didn’t lose any money because Qwest removed the charges.

"But I’ll bet it took seven or eight hours just to get this rectified," he said. "There was a little loss of productivity and just the angst of what the heck is going on?"

LOOKING FOR VICTIMS

Arizona Pet Resort is a small animal hospital, pet boarding and grooming business that doesn’t stay open late and relies on telephone messaging for after-hours calls. This made it a potential target for this scam, Hocevar said.

The inmates called the business number, reached voice messaging and somehow through punching in a generic code, set up the call following service and redirected the business line to another phone, he said.

From there, the inmates could get a dial tone and make calls continuously to anywhere they want, he said.

Hocevar worked with Qwest to figure out why his business line wasn’t working, which eventually led to the theory that someone inside a Maricopa County jail had tapped into the phone line. In the meantime, he received his latest phone bill, which included more than $240 in collect call charges. "It’s a charge for $2.30 and there’s about four pages of these charges, like 112 of them," he said.

According to the bill, the origin of the calls was "CORFAC," meaning correctional facility. Qwest eventually told Hocevar there was a good possibility that a Maricopa County inmate had called the business’ number.

"So then I spent another hour and a half trying to get to the right person at Maricopa County jails . . . and when I finally got the person, I told him about my situation and he said ‘oh yeah, we show records of about 112 phone calls going to your location,’ " he said. "It was as if he was reading my phone bill. He knew exactly the times, the minutes. He said, ‘what happened is you got scammed.’ "

QUESTIONS REMAIN

Exactly how the scam works remains a mystery. Dunne said he doesn’t know how the inmates do it, and Rustenburg said the sheriff’s office isn’t commenting. However, Rustenburg said inmates are only allowed to make collect calls, and no one is charged unless a collect call is accepted.

"It obviously had something to do with call following because when we changed the code on Oct. 9, everything stopped dead in its tracks," Hocevar said.

This scam also is not included among the many inmate telephone scam warnings on the Internet. "Qwest encourages all customers who order services that require a personal identification number to immediately personalize their PIN to protect from fraud," Dunn said. "That obviously stops this cold."

Contact Ed Gately by email, or phone (480) 898-6814

<#==#>

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=53395

When it comes to war, ‘trust us’ not enough

Opinion

November 18, 2005

The defense policy bill approved this week by the Senate is by no means a "vote of no confidence" in President Bush's conduct of the Iraq war, as some Democratic critics claimed. But it is hardly the "positive step" Bush said it was.

Instead, the GOP-led Senate is unmistakably beginning to put distance between itself and the White House on Iraq and is signaling that it plans a more active role in the conduct, both reflecting the unease the lawmakers feel with the direction of events.

The Senate rejected, and rightly so, a Democratic attempt to require the Bush administration to set "estimated dates" for withdrawal from Iraq. That would only give the insurgents a timetable for how long they have to hang on. The measure lost, 58-40, but it is a pretty good indicator of impatience with Bush's position that we'll stay in Iraq indefinitely if need be.

The Senate then voted, 79-19, to require the administration to give Congress progress reports on the war every 90 days. As Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld says, Congress already gets thousands of reports on Iraq, but again, the Senate is indicating that it intends to be more aggressive in demanding an accounting of Iraq policy. To which one might add: Finally.

But perhaps more significant than the reports was the language of the resolution. It designated 2006 as "a period of significant transition to Iraqi sovereignty . . . thereby creating the conditions for the phased redeployment of U.S. forces from Iraq." In other words, telling the president, "You've got one more year to show us you're getting this thing done."

The resolution is absent from the House version of the defense bill, and the House Republican leadership may succeed in getting the language killed from the final version. But even there rumblings of discontent with the war are getting louder, and the president can no longer count on lockstep Republican support on the war.

<#==#>

sure we can win the war on drug and stop the illegals from coming to the USA - just like we won the wars in vietnam and iraq

http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/mexico/tijuana/20051118-9999-1m18tunnel.html

Tijuana-to-Otay Mesa tunnel sealed

Unfinished structure was found this week

By Anna Cearley

UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

November 18, 2005

U.S. authorities used concrete yesterday to plug an incomplete cross-border tunnel that came within several feet of connecting to a storm drain.

On the Mexican side, the tunnel started underneath the border fence. It stretched about 90 feet north, about a quarter mile east of the Otay Mesa port of entry, U.S. authorities said.

The tunnel, which was large enough for a person to squeeze through, was dug about 3 feet underground, said Lauren Mack, spokeswoman for U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. It was discovered Wednesday.

Cross-border tunnels typically are used to smuggle drugs or people into the United States.

Mack said the tunnel's entrance was covered by a wood plank in an area where large commercial trucks enter the United States. She said it was crudely constructed, and investigators found work tools inside and nearby.

"We got very fortunate because we got it in the nick of time before it could connect to the storm drain system," Mack said. "If it had connected to the drain system, it could have provided for a fairly simple maneuvering in and out of manholes and different exits on the U.S. side."

Mack said the tunnel discovery is part of an ongoing investigation involving U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, the Border Patrol, and the Drug Enforcement Administration.

Mexican authorities said the tunnel was found Wednesday afternoon in a joint effort involving U.S. and Mexican police agencies. No arrests have been made, Mack said, though U.S. authorities are working with their Mexican counterparts to determine who built the tunnel.

Since 2001, federal authorities have discovered at least 16 cross-border tunnels along the U.S.-Mexico border in California and Arizona, according to Immigration and Customs Enforcement statistics.

Anna Cearley: (619) 542-4595; anna.cearley@uniontrib.com
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Phoenix cops handcuff a dangerous 8 year old and force her to take drugs and attend class. Really Im not making this up!!!! The article doesn't say if the cops had to taser the dangerous 3rd grader.

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/1119shackled.html

Parents question restraint of girl, 8

Josh Kelley and Judi Villa

The Arizona Republic

Nov. 19, 2005 12:00 AM

She threw a temper tantrum. She ran into the street and was almost hit by a car. And she later reportedly kicked another student during an emotional outburst.

Authorities say that it was an 8-year-old girl's out-of-control behavior that led a Phoenix police officer and school staff members to handcuff her, restrain her feet and force her to take prescribed medication - all in front of a classroom full of third-graders.

That's the scenario parents and police painted Friday night at Lakeview Elementary, where Washington Elementary School District administrators held a meeting to address the concerns of about 100 parents, many of whom were enraged.

Early Tuesday, the girl's mother called police, saying she could not control her child. Phoenix police Officer William Buividas, 22, responded and handcuffed the girl with permission from her mother, police spokeswoman Sgt. Lauri Williams said.

Then the mother, escorted by Buividas, took her child to school near Peoria and 30th avenues in Phoenix, where students in the girl's third-grade class witnessed the handcuffing.

"She was handcuffed, and she was screaming," said Cole Buxbaum, 8, a third-grade classmate.

The children were later told by school staff members not to tell their parents, according to parents and their children.

Williams said Buividas, who has been an officer for more than a year, felt his actions were necessary to help the child and keep her from hurting herself. The Police Department is looking at whether he used excessive force.

"He was trying to act in the best interest of the child, to try to protect the child. I think we can all listen to this and know that doesn't sound like the right thing to do. It seems like poor judgment," Williams said. "That's something that we need to look into. But this is a very unique situation. We need to make sure we've got all the facts."

School's Principal Cherri Rifenburg and a school psychologist, Burke Bretzing, helped Buividas restrain the girl in her classroom. They have been placed on paid administrative leave. School officials acknowledged that Rifenburg and Bretzing forced the girl to take prescribed medication.

Phoenix police Cmdr. Tracy Montgomery told parents at Friday's meeting that police are "very concerned" but added that Buividas was trying to keep the child safe.

"We don't have a policy suggesting that or prohibiting that we handcuff children," Montgomery said. "We ask our officers to use common sense and . . . ensure first and foremost the safety of a child."

Bewildered parents questioned why the girl was allowed to come to school and then remain in a classroom where children were trying to learn.

"I wouldn't send her to school," said Jamie Bruntz, whose daughter attends Lakeview. "I definitely wouldn't have a cop bring her to school."

Cole's mother, Danielle, lashed out at the school administrators: "He was told not to tell anybody. Why was that? Why was my child told not to tell anybody?"

The school district's legal counsel, Rex Shumway, listened to parents' questions but offered few answers. He said the district is investigating the incident.
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Ex-player arrested in attack on officer

Sarah Muench

The Arizona Republic

Nov. 19, 2005 12:00 AM

A former college football player was arrested early Friday after he attacked a Tempe police officer outside a bar, police said.

Nicholas Patrick Johnson, 21, who played defensive end at Arizona State, spun around Tempe police Sgt. James Click and punched him in the face, knocking him out and leaving Click's nose broken and cheek bone fractured, police said.

Click was hospitalized and is to undergo reconstructive surgery this weekend.

Tempe police Sgt. Dan Masters said Johnson "was a big guy" and knocked out the officer.

"We were fortunate that he didn't sustain more injuries when he fell," Masters said of Click.

At about 2 a.m., Click and several other officers were called to a fight at ACME Roadhouse Bar, 955 S. Rural Road in Tempe. While officers were attempting to break it up, Johnson knocked out Click, grabbed another officer and threw him to the ground and punched a bouncer in the face, police said.

Johnson, 6 feet 4 inches tall and 275 pounds, was not involved in the fight that police were breaking up, and Masters said police don't know what provoked him.

Police used a Taser on Johnson and arrested him on two counts of aggravated assault on a police officer and one count of misdemeanor assault.

Johnson is a Chandler High graduate. He was dismissed from ASU's football team for a rules violation in 2003 and no longer attends the university.

Click, who has been on the Tempe force for eight years, remains hospitalized. Masters said the department plans to help Click's family.

http://www.azcentral.com/community/chandler/articles/1119t-cophit19Z6.html

Ex-player arrested in attack on officer

Sarah Muench

The Arizona Republic

Nov. 19, 2005 12:00 AM

A former college and Chandler High football player was arrested early Friday after he attacked a Tempe police officer outside a bar, police said.

Nicholas Patrick Johnson, 21, who played defensive end at Arizona State, spun around Tempe police Sgt. James Click and punched him in the face, knocking him out and leaving Click's nose broken and cheek bone fractured, police said.

Click was hospitalized and is to undergo reconstructive surgery this weekend.

Tempe police Sgt. Dan Masters said Johnson "was a big guy" and knocked out the officer. "We were fortunate that he didn't sustain more injuries when he fell," Masters said of Click.

At about 2 a.m., Click and several other officers were called to a fight at ACME Roadhouse Bar, 955 S. Rural Road in Tempe. While officers were attempting to break it up, Johnson knocked out Click, grabbed another officer and threw him to the ground and punched a bouncer in the face, police said.

Johnson, 6 feet 4 and 275 pounds, was not involved in the fight that police were breaking up, and Masters said police don't know what provoked him.

Police used a Taser on Johnson and arrested him on two counts of aggravated assault on a police officer and one count of misdemeanor assault.

Johnson, who succeeded All-America defensive end and Hamilton High star Terrell Suggs at ASU, was dismissed from ASU's football team for a rules violation in 2003 and no longer attends the university.

Click, who has been on the Tempe force for eight years, remains hospitalized. Masters said the department plans to help Click's family.

http://www.azcentral.com/community/tempe/articles/1119t-cophit19Z10.html

Ex-player arrested in attack on officer

Sarah Muench

The Arizona Republic

Nov. 19, 2005 12:00 AM

A former college football player was arrested early Friday after he attacked a Tempe police officer outside a bar, police said.

Nicholas Patrick Johnson, 21, who played defensive end at Arizona State, spun around Tempe police Sgt. James Click and punched him in the face, knocking him out and leaving Click's nose broken and cheek bone fractured, police said.

Click was hospitalized and is to undergo reconstructive surgery this weekend.

Tempe police Sgt. Dan Masters said Johnson "was a big guy" and knocked out the officer.

"We were fortunate that he didn't sustain more injuries when he fell," Masters said of Click.

At about 2 a.m., Click and several other officers were called to a fight at ACME Roadhouse Bar, 955 S. Rural Road in Tempe. While officers were attempting to break it up, Johnson knocked out Click, grabbed another officer and threw him to the ground and punched a bouncer in the face, police said.

Johnson, 6 feet 4 inches tall and 275 pounds, was not involved in the fight that police were breaking up, and Masters said police don't know what provoked him.

Police used a Taser on Johnson and arrested him on two counts of aggravated assault on a police officer and one count of misdemeanor assault.

Johnson is a Chandler High graduate. He was dismissed from ASU's football team for a rules violation in 2003 and no longer attends the university.

Click, who has been on the Tempe force for eight years, remains hospitalized. Masters said the department plans to help Click's family.
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Ex-ASU athlete clashes with police

By Mike Branom, Tribune

November 19, 2005

A former Arizona State University football player was arrested early Friday on allegations that he punched a Tempe police sergeant in the face while the officer was trying to break up a bar fight.

Police said Nick Johnson, a defensive end during the 2002 and 2003 seasons, also threw another officer to the ground and hit a bouncer at ACME Roadhouse Bar, 955 S. Rural Road.

The 6-foot-4, 275-pound Johnson was stunned with a Taser and arrested shortly after 2 a.m. on suspicion of two counts of aggravated assault on a police officer and one count of misdemeanor assault.

Sgt. James Click, who was knocked unconscious, suffered a broken nose and fractured cheekbone. The eight-year police veteran was taken to Scottsdale Healthcare Osborn hospital and is expected to undergo reconstructive surgery this weekend.

It wasn’t immediately known why Johnson attacked Click, who was breaking up a fight that did not involve Johnson.

Any injuries suffered by the bouncer were not believed to be serious, police said. The other officer was not hurt.

Johnson, 21, had a short stay with the Sun Devils because of discipline problems. The Chandler High School graduate brawled with a teammate in July 2003 and left the team after being suspended five games into his sophomore season.

Contact Mike Branom by email, or phone (480) 898-6536
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Nonbelievers find a voice

By STEPHANIE INNES

Arizona Daily Star

TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) -- Weary of feeling silenced by a culture dominated by organized faith, nonbelievers in southern Arizona - and across the country - are coming out.

Atheists, agnostics and others who fall outside mainstream religion are forming their own organizations - a move counterintuitive to some in a group of individuals accustomed to the periphery. But nonbelievers both locally and nationally say it's time join together, step up and get some respect.

"I hear people wonder how atheists can be moral. I just think things are getting really ridiculous," said 26-year-old Mary Adde, a University of Arizona graduate student and atheist who is part of a new campus club for nonbelievers.

In addition to the UA club, a local chapter of the international Center for Inquiry - a support and education group for nonreligious people - formed earlier this year, and members already are sponsoring local movies and debates and writing letters to Congress. Tucson Atheists became an official chapter of the national American Atheists Inc. in March, and also plans more local visibility.

"It is a way for nonbelievers to come together and not feel so isolated. I'm an atheist, and I'm proud of it," Tucson Atheists spokeswoman Dr. Jasmine England said. "A lot of people think atheism is negative and anti-religion. The reality is that church and state should be separate, and in a free society everyone should be free to choose what they believe and don't believe. Even some religious people are against intermixing church and state."

Outside southern Arizona, Hartford Seminary in Connecticut on Nov. 2 officially opened its Institute for the Study of Secularism in Society and Culture with a mission of increasing understanding of the contemporary significance of secular values.

And Lori Lipman Brown, a lawyer, atheist and former Nevada state senator, began working in September as executive director for the Secular Coalition for America in Washington, D.C., a lobbying group with goals of keeping religion out of government and winning respect for nonreligious Americans.

"We want to change the national conversation - to make it unacceptable to make us invisible," Lipman Brown wrote in an e-mail. "Statements claiming that we are all God-fearing Americans, or that there are no atheists in foxholes, are both inaccurate and point out how often we are left out. We want to stop the denigration of atheists in the United States, and to dispel the myth that we are less moral than theists."

Some of the issues Lipman Brown already has weighed in on include opposing the federal government's reimbursement of churches that helped survivors of Hurricane Katrina and endorsing the removal of "under God" from the Pledge of Allegiance, saying it is a harsh intrusion into the parental and student rights of nonbelievers.

"Groups that are sort of secular or atheist have been emboldened by the religious right and want to counter a lot of what they consider to be the effectiveness of the religious right," said Derek Davis, director of the J.M. Dawson Institute of Church-State Studies at Baylor University in Waco, Texas.

"We are living in a day when it's becoming increasingly acceptable to let your anti-religious sentiments be known. You can compare it to the homosexuals who come out, like the basketball player Sheryl Swoopes just did. People are now more willing to come out and say,'Yes, I'm an atheist.' "

Tucsonan Jerry Karches, a retired physicist, is encouraging local nonbelievers to speak up. Karches fears America is becoming a theocracy.

"President Bush goes to Jesus Christ for advice. Do you know any other leaders doing that in the world?" asked Karches, an atheist who helped found the Center for Inquiry Community of Southern Arizona. "Most of us are very concerned about the direction this country is going in. We're out of step with most other Western nations."

The Geniuses of Diversity is a University of Arizona club led by 19-year-old Christopher Bischof, a sophomore, history major and atheist who is organizing a living-will event on campus. He says he wants to give students an alternative to the myriad religious groups on campus.

Bischof and fellow student Nick Borst, also 19, came up with the idea of a club for nonbelievers during the nationwide Terry Schiavo controversy about end-of-life issues earlier this year.

"Chris and I felt like there wasn't enough representation on campus for people who didn't buy into the whole organized religion thing," Borst said. "I see us bringing broader debate to campus."

When the group held its first meeting last month, the topic that sparked the most passionate discussion was how nonbelievers can get along with parents and other relatives who are religious. Some had tips; others shared painful stories of alienation from religious relatives.

"We want to let students know it's OK if you don't follow organized religion, as long as you have some sort of values and try to be a good person in life," Borst said.

The number of nonbelievers organizing in Southern Arizona so far is small - the three local groups have about 160 total members. And studies and polls that attempt to pinpoint the number of nonbelievers in the United States vary widely.

The American Religious Identification Study in 2001 said 1 percent of Americans - about 3 million people - identify as atheist or agnostic, though Gallup surveys in 1996 showed 4 percent to 6 percent of Americans - about 12 to 18 million - say they don't believe in a higher power.

But critics, including some atheists and agnostics, doubt nonbelievers will have much clout, even with a louder voice.

Most Americans do not share the groups' views, said Colby May, director of the Washington office of the American Center for Law & Justice, founded in 1990 by Christian televangelist Pat Robertson as a nonprofit public-interest law firm.

"The vast majority of Americans have a faith. If this Secular Coalition for America, if their whole thing is to make sure they identify an incident where God is mentioned in a city seal or on some government building and to go around and make sure we tear it out - that is anathema to the way the majority of Americans feel," May said.

Not all nonbelievers are on the same page when it comes to politics, and not all of them even want to be political. Borst, of the Geniuses of Diversity, is politically conservative and thinks the current administration is doing a good job ensuring freedom for both religious and nonreligious Americans.

But most nonbelievers agree that atheists and other nonbelievers should be raising and improving their public image.

"It's unpatriotic for an atheist to stay in the closet right now," American Atheists spokesman Dave Silverman said. "The most important thing right now is to stand up and be counted."
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Galvan: Restricting freedoms, one act at a time

by Astrid Galvan

published on Friday, November 18, 2005

Galvan

If you still don't know what the Patriot Act is, I'm not going to sugarcoat it or lie: You're an idiot.

The U.S.A. P.A.T.R.I.O.T Act, which stands for "Uniting and Strengthening America by Providing Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism," was signed by all but one senator a mere 45 days after Sept. 11, 2001.

The Patriot Act is a liberal's worse nightmare, an early funeral for cremated civil rights.

Originally (and suspiciously, if you've seen its 30,000 words) introduced only nine days after the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, the Patriot Act gives the government the right to contradict several amendments on the Constitution by giving it the power to do things such as investigate citizens' records, wiretap their phones and use other devices to perform an investigation without a search warrant - as long as investigation officers consider the suspect to be "significant" to the investigation.

The Fourth Amendment requires that the government obtain a search warrant to search a private premise and requires that there be reasonable cause. But this apparently did not matter to then Attorney General John Ashcroft, who, as a part of the wonderful Bush administration, pushed the act heavily.

One of the most appalling provisions of the Patriot Act was incorporated just last year. Section 374 of the Patriot Act allows the FBI to obtain any person's private records simply by submitting a so-called national security letter. The national security letter is simply a piece of paper that would state the relevance of the investigated records and be written by any FBI field agent.

After submitting this "letter," the government agency would obtain records from any given financial institution, regardless of its own privacy policies. To top it off, the law prohibits the institution involved to reveal to anyone, including the person under investigation, that the government has requested their personal records.

I'm sure nobody liked that silly little "freedom of speech" law anyway!

Among other violations, the Patriot Act practically abolishes the Sixth Amendment by making it legal to incarcerate anyone without pressing charges and depriving them of the right to confront witnesses against them.

In addition to that, government agencies may also detain a citizen in jail without a trial and without informing them of their alleged crime. Once again, these powers that have been granted to investigating agencies are permissible through their suspicion of who could be a terrorist, not who actually is. Ever heard of "innocent until proven guilty?"

But behold! It gets worse. The Patriot Act was about to expire, when just this Wednesday lawmakers tentatively agreed to renew it and possibly make 14 of its provisions permanent.

Front-page news headlines insinuate a pleasant result of this renewal - that it will implement new revisions that will allegedly "curb" government powers.

According to The Washington Post, the revisions will implement limits on the FBI's "national security letters" by forcing them to disclose the amount of requests made for information. The FBI would also need to allow businesses receiving such letters the opportunity to pay a visit to an attorney, as opposed to having to keep their mouth shut.

Other provisions would expire in seven years if not re-approved by Congress, such as the governments' right to wiretap phones and access library and bookstore records.

Still, these revisions and limits are nothing but bull. Lawmakers involved are not getting rid of this unconstitutional piece called the Patriot Act; they are just trying to placate a bad situation by pretending to fix it.

In the name of freedom, the Patriot Act should just be eradicated, not revised or made permanent.

Astrid Galvan is a journalism junior. Reach her at astrid.galvan@asu.edu.

<#==#>

remember a few months ago when a TV 12 helicoptor videotaped some phoenix cops who had arrested and handcuffed a man. one cop kicked the man in the balls while he was handcuffed. one cop punched the handcuffed man in the face with his elbow. and i beleive two cops jumped up and down on the handcuffed man while  he was laying on the ground.

back then i said i wasnt a psyic but that i knew the pigs would not be charged with any crimes. guess what? Maricopa County Attorney Andrew Thomas, who decided not to prosecute the police criminals. Bill FitzGerald, a spokesman for Thomas, told Montini via e-mail, "We reviewed the investigation, including the TV-12 video tape, and concluded that the actions were not criminal.

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/1120montini20.html

Tale of the tape differs for police and prosecutors

Nov. 20, 2005 12:00 AM

Last November, as a news helicopter from 12 News hovered overhead, Phoenix police officers caught up with a 22-year-old man who was suspected of having robbed and assaulted a pregnant woman.

As the taped rolled, a couple of Phoenix police officers on the scene appeared to strike and step on Jaime Jimenez-Espinoza, a Mexican national, while he was face down on the ground with his hands cuffed behind his back. After seeing the video on TV, police opened an investigation. When it was over, two officers were suspended.

Officer Thomas Beck was docked 40 hours' pay. In a written report, police investigators who viewed the videotape stated:

"You (Beck) were then seen delivering what appeared to be a quick strike to the suspect's groin area with your right hand. . . . At the time you thrust your hand into the suspects groin area, there were at least three other officers present, and the suspect was neither actively nor passively resisting, and his hands were cuffed behind his back."

In the case of Officer Steven Huddleston, who received a 200-hour suspension, investigators stated:

"After the suspect was handcuffed and lying on his stomach, you were observed standing on the back of the suspect's left knee with your right foot, elevating yourself and applying all of your weight on the back of the suspect's knee. There were a total of six uniformed police officers around the suspect at the time, and the suspect appeared to be offering no resistance, and was not moving. A few seconds later, another officer lifted the suspect by his arms and began walking him to a patrol car. You threw an elbow strike to the suspect's face with your right elbow."

Department rules governing use of force against a restrained suspect are very close to state laws that define assault. With that in mind, the department forwarded its report to Maricopa County Attorney Andrew Thomas, who decided not to prosecute.

Bill FitzGerald, a spokesman for Thomas, told me via e-mail, "We reviewed the investigation, including the TV-12 video tape, and concluded that the actions were not criminal. We examined the videotape closely and concluded that a momentary stand on a leg was not criminal. A close review of the tape showed there was a shoulder to shoulder shove but no elbow to the face. A search for weapons did include the groin area."

A good defense attorney would make all of these points. But I wonder if prosecutors would have reached the same conclusion if the suspect had been stepping on an officer's leg or delivering a "quick strike" to an officer's groin.

(Computer users can view the 12 News footage at news.azcentral.com.)

It would be difficult for an ambitious politician like Thomas to take the side of a reported criminal against two cops. Lots of people who vote believe that bad guys deserve to get roughed up. Although I'm unaware of any rules defining exactly how much. And are we OK with letting police officers decide which suspects deserve it? Or, maybe, are juries supposed to do that?

Jimenez-Espinoza hadn't been convicted of anything. For now, Thomas' office told me that it has temporarily dropped charges against him because the key witness can't be located. Instead, he is in federal custody on a weapons charge.

Thomas often speaks of being tough on crime and has publicly stated that some of those accused of violent crimes would no longer be offered plea bargains.

Of course, one way of not plea bargaining is not to prosecute in the first place.

Reach Montini at ed.montini@arizonarepublic.com or (602) 444-8978.
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Honduran teen escapes prison for 5th time

By FREDDY CUEVAS

ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras -- A 16-year-old boy accused of killing a U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration agent has escaped from a juvenile prison for the fifth time in three years - just as he promised, an official said Saturday.

Herlan Colindres, a street gang member implicated in 16 other killings, slipped out of the crumbling juvenile rehabilitation center in the Honduran capital of Tegucigalpa on Friday, said Napoleon Nazar, national police director of criminal investigations.

Colindres and his 13-year-old bodyguard were arrested in July in the killing of Michael Timothy Markey, a DEA agent who was shot to death July 29 while visiting a temple dedicated to Honduras' patron saint outside of Tegucigalpa.

It was Colindres' second escape in less than four months - and the fifth in three years - from the same prison, where bricks can easily be chipped from the walls.

On Aug. 7, he weakened the metal bars of his cell with a nail file and fled - five days after boasting to reporters, "I will escape to kill all of the journalists." He was captured the same day while hitchhiking.

After that, the government built him a brick-walled cell with a private bathroom, watched by six guards. It was unclear how he broke out of that cell.

"We think other imprisoned youths helped him get out," Nazar said.

Colindres had been jailed previously in the killings of rival youth gang members, but was able to escape within days. He has denied involvement in Markey's death.

The teen had previously been identified as 13-year-old Erlan Colindres, but authorities said Saturday he was three years older than believed and had modified the spelling of his first name.

Honduran authorities said Markey, 44, who was based in El Paso, Texas, had been in the Central American country training police in drug interdiction efforts.

Colindres apparently has had to fend for himself from a young age. Authorities say his mother is bedridden and the whereabouts of his father are unknown.

On Aug. 2, he told reporters, "I don't care if I die outside, but I have to get out of here."

http://newsfromrussia.com/accidents/2005/11/20/68033.html

Honduras: teen accused of killing DEA agent escapes youth correction facility

00:26 2005-11-20

A teen accused of killing a U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration agent and implicated in 16 other slayings has escaped from a youth correction facility just as he promised he would officials said Saturday.

Herlan Colindres, a 16-year-old street gang member, slipped out of a rehabilitation center housing 156 youths outside the Honduran capital Tegucigalpa on Friday night, authorities said.

Colindres and his 13-year-old bodyguard Manuel Romero were arrested in July in connection with the murder of DEA agent Michael Timothy Markey outside Tegucigalpa at a temple dedicated to Honduras' patron saint.

He had previously been identified as 13-year-old Erlan Colindres, but authorities said Saturday he was three years older than believed and had modified the spelling of his first name.

Authorities said Markey, 44, who was based in El Paso, Texas, came to Honduras to train local drug police.

Friday was the fifth time in three years that Colindres has escaped from the crumbling facility, where bricks can easily be chipped from the walls.

In August, after threatening to escape and kill journalists, he weakened the metal bars of his cell with a nail file and fled. Colindres was quickly captured, however, while hitchhiking along a nearby highway.

Following that incident, the government built him a special brick-walled cell with a private bathroom. It was unclear how he got out of the new cell, which was watched by six guards.

"We think other imprisoned youths helped him get out," Napoleon Nazar, director of criminal investigation, said in an interview. Further details of the escape were not released.

The government has estimated that 40,000 youths in Honduras belong to the rival Mara Salvatrucha and Mara 18 gangs, which have terrorized much of the country since 1996.

In an attempt to curb the violence, the Honduran government instituted a zero-tolerance law that makes gang membership illegal, and has jailed thousands of youngsters for little more than having tattoos.

Police said Colindres was the leader of a Mara 18 affiliate known as Los Puchos. He is suspected of involvement in 16 killings, most of them gang-related, reported AP.

P.T.
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TravelSmart Everett Potter

New passport rules

Planning a Caribbean cruise, a ski trip to the Canadian Rockies or a beach vacation in Mexico? Soon you'll need a U.S. passport to travel to these destinations that now require only a driver's license or birth certificate. As of Dec. 31, 2006, Americans will need a passport for all air and sea travel to and from Mexico and Canada, Central and South Americas, the Caribbean and Bermuda. And by Dec. 31, 2007, a passport will be required for land crossings to Canada and Mexico.

Check out iafdb.travel.state.gov for a list of more than 7,000 offices accepting passport applications. Next year, you'll need passports more often.

<#==#>
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U.S. Forces Mistakenly Fire on Vehicle

By ANTONIO CASTANEDA

Associated Press Writer

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) -- U.S. forces mistakenly fired on a civilian vehicle outside an American base in a city north of Baghdad on Monday, killing three people, including a child, the military said. "It was one of these regrettable, tragic incidents, said Maj. Steve Warren, a U.S. spokesman.

In the largely Shiite southern city of Basra, insurgents killed a Sunni cleric, Khalil Ibrahim, outside his home, police Capt. Mushtaq Talib said. Ibrahim was a member of the Association of Muslim Scholars, a group of influential Sunni clerics that has been sharply critical of the Shiite-led government.

In the shooting of the three civilians, a U.S. soldier thought the vehicle was moving erratically outside the base in Baqouba and fired warning shots, Warren said.

Dr. Ahmed Fouad of the city morgue and police officials gave a higher death toll, saying five people driving home from a relative's funeral had been killed, including three children.

The U.S. military said the differing toll may have been a result of a car bomb that targeted U.S. Humvees in the same area, killing five civilians and wounded 12 bystanders in the town of Kanan outside of Baqouba. The blast was the latest in a series of attacks that have killed more than 150 people in the last four days.

In the nearby city of Tarmiyah, four policemen were killed and another wounded by gunmen, police 1st Lt. Ali Hussein said.

Earlier Monday, U.S. forces left a house in the northern city of Mosul where eight suspected al-Qaida members died in a weekend gunfight, and the White House said it was "highly unlikely" that terrorist leader Abu Musab al-Zarqawi was among the dead.

During the intense gunbattle with suspected al-Qaida members in Mosul on Saturday, three insurgents detonated explosives and killed themselves to avoid capture, Iraqi officials said. Eleven Americans were wounded, the U.S. military said.

 Castaneda reports American troops are no longer surrounding the site of an attack which may have killed some al-Qaida members.

On Saturday, police Brig. Gen. Said Ahmed al-Jubouri said the raid was launched after a tip that top al-Qaida operatives, possibly including al-Zarqawi, were in the two-story house.

However, Trent Duffy, a White House spokesman, said Sunday that reports of al-Zarqawi's death were "highly unlikely and not credible."

"I don't think we got him," said U.S. Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad, answering questions from reporters about whether al-Zarqawi had been killed in Mosul. Lt. Col. Barry Johnson, a U.S. military spokesman in Baghdad, said there was "no indication" the terror leader had been killed.

U.S. forces said they nearly caught him in a February 2005 raid that recovered his computer.

In Baghdad, three people, including one police officer, were killed Monday by gunmen, police said. Another body with was found in a southern district of the capital with a note saying the man had been killed by insurgents, morgue officials said.

Over the weekend, an American soldier near the capital and a Marine in the western town of Karmah were killed in separate insurgent attacks, the military said. A British soldier was also killed Sunday and four others wounded by a roadside bomb in Basra.

The U.S. military also said Sunday that 24 people - including another Marine and 15 civilians - were killed the day before in an ambush on a joint U.S.-Iraqi patrol in Haditha, west of Baghdad in the volatile Euphrates River valley.

The three American deaths brought to 2,094 the number of U.S. service members who have died since the war began in 2003, according to an Associated Press count.

In Washington, Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said Sunday on ABC's "This Week" that commanders' assessments will determine the pace of any military drawdown. About 160,000 U.S. troops are in Iraq as the country approaches parliamentary elections Dec. 15.

The Pentagon has said it plans to scale back troop strength to its pre-election baseline of 138,000, depending on conditions. Rumsfeld said Iraqi security forces, currently at 212,000 troops, continue to grow.

Rumsfeld also said talk in the United States of a quick withdrawal from Iraq plays into the hands of the insurgents.

"The enemy hears a big debate in the United States, and they have to wonder, 'Maybe all we have to do is wait and we'll win. We can't win militarily.' They know that. The battle is here in the United States," he told "Fox News Sunday."

In Egypt, Iraq's president said Sunday he was ready for talks with anti-government opposition figures and members of Saddam Hussein's outlawed Baath Party, and he called on the Sunni-led insurgency to lay down its arms and join the political process.

But President Jalal Talabani, attending an Arab League-sponsored reconciliation conference, insisted the Iraqi government would not meet with Baath Party members who are participating in the Sunni-led insurgency.

"I want to listen to all Iraqis. I am committed to listen to them, even those who are criminals and are on trial," Talabani said, but he added that he would only talk with insurgents if they put down their weapons.

In Baghdad, hundreds of Sunnis on Sunday demanded an end to the torture of detainees and called for the international community to pressure Iraqi and U.S. authorities to ensure that such abuse does not occur.

Anger over detainee abuse has increased sharply since U.S. troops found 173 detainees, mainly Sunnis and some malnourished and bearing signs of torture, at an Interior Ministry prison in Baghdad's Jadriyah neighborhood.

Iraq's Shiite-led government has promised an investigation and punishment for anyone guilty of torture.
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Phoenix officers shoot knife-wielding man

PHOENIX (AP) -- Phoenix police shot and killed a knife-wielding man Saturday afternoon after they said he attacked a man, deflected arriving officers' Taser darts and brandished a knife.

The incident near Southern and Central avenues unfolded at about 2:45 p.m., when a man flagged down officers and said a man with a knife had attacked him and sliced his ear, Sgt. Andy Hill said.

Two officers approached the man, who began swinging the knife and threatening them, Hill said. They shot him with their Taser stun guns, but the unidentified man used his knife to disarm the device's darts.

Hill said the man began to cross the street, but then turned and brandished the knife again at the officers, who both fired three shots. The man collapsed and died on the scene.

The two officers, James Ward and Chad Williamson, are on routine paid administrative leave while the incident is investigated.

<#==#>

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=53655

Catholic monsignor arrested

Associated Press

November 21, 2005

Monsignor Dale Fushek

PHOENIX - The former vicar general of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Phoenix was arrested Monday. The Maricopa County Attorney’s Office, which disclosed the arrest and scheduled a news conference for Monday afternoon, would not immediately say what Monsignor Dale Fushek was accused of.

Fushek resigned as pastor of St. Timothy Catholic Church in Mesa in April after someone claimed to have recovered a repressed memory involving sexual improprieties by Fushek in 1985.

Those allegations followed one by a man who said that when he was 14, Fushek watched another priest sexually assault him. Fushek has denied the allegations, and it was not clear Monday whether his arrest was related.

1952 - Born in Cleveland, Ohio, but raised in Phoenix.

1970 - Graduates for Central High School, Phoenix.

1978- Master of divinity degree, St. John‘s Seminary, Camarillo, Calif.; ordained priest May 13.

1978-81 - Associate pastor, St. Jerome Parish, Phoenix.

1984 - Master of theology/liturgy, University of Notre Dame.

1985 - Named pastor of St. Timothy’s Catholic Community, Mesa

1985 - Co-founded Life Teen Program with Phil Baniewicz, and served as president and CEO

1987- Coordinated Mass of Pope John Paul II at Sun Devil Stadium.

1989 - Coordinated Valley visit of Mother Teresa.

1990 - Given Pope Paul VI Award for Evangelization.

2000 - Named vicar general of the Diocese of Phoenix.

2002 - Granted honorary ecclesiastical title of monsignor.

Dec. 29, 2004 - Fushek put on administrative leave from parish and diocesan duties after William Cesolini, claiming repressed memories, brought complaints of sexual improprieties by Fushek and others in 1985.

Jan. 27, 2005 - Cesolini names Fushek and diocese defendants in civil lawsuit claiming Fushek facilitated in a sexual attack on him by seminarian Mark Lehman, while Cesolin was age 14 and gave the boy alcohol.

April 2, 2005 - Fushek resigns, effective June 30, saying he wanted to protect St. Timothy’s parishioners from the "ordeal."

Nov. 21, 2005 - Fushek is arrested on undisclosed charges.

http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/1121PriestArrested21-ON.html

Former top official in Phoenix diocese arrested

Jim Walsh

The Arizona Republic

Nov. 21, 2005 11:33 AM

A charismatic priest who once held a high position with the Diocese of Phoenix was arrested this morning.

Monsignor Dale Fushek, once the highly popular, magnetic pastor of St. Timothy's Catholic Church in Mesa, was being booked at the Madison Street Jail, according to Bill FitzGerald, a spokesman for the Maricopa County Attorney's Office.

An official with Maricopa County Superior Court says Fushek is facing 10 misdemeanor counts. He is charged with three counts of assault, two counts of indecent exposure, and five counts of contributing to the delinquency of a minor.

Fushek founded Life Teen, a popular Catholic youth ministry that swept the nation, in 1995. He also served as vicar general under former Bishop Thomas O'Brien.

FitzGerald said a news conference is scheduled at 1:30 p.m.

Fushek was suspended and placed on administrative leave by the Diocese on Dec. 29, 2004 after a former parishioner accused him of watching as the boy was sodomized by another priest in 1995.

The former parishioner filed a civil suit against Fushek in January and he stepped down from the Diocese.

In his resignation letter, given to the diocese in early April, Fushek, 52, said he was not admitting guilt but that because it takes months to deal with such allegations, "it would be selfish of me to force the community to go through this ordeal."

Fushek was the top aide to former Bishop O'Brien and organized the pope's visit in 1987.

But he lost that job after Thomas J. Olmsted was named bishop last year. O'Brien resigned in 2003 after he was convicted of leaving the scene of a fatal hit-and-run accident.

<#==#>

Bill Clinton - "I did not have sex with that woman"

George W Bush - "We do not use torture"

CIA Director Porter Goss - "This agency does not do torture. Torture does not work"

http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2005-11-20-cia-detainees_x.htm
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CIA chief: Interrogation methods 'unique' but legal

By John Diamond, USA TODAY

LANGLEY, Va. — CIA interrogators use "a variety of unique and innovative ways" to collect "vital" information from prisoners but strictly obey laws against torture, CIA Director Porter Goss said.

In his first interview since the clash this month between the Bush administration and the Republican-controlled Senate on restricting interrogations, Goss said the CIA remains officially neutral on the proposal by Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., to ban "cruel, inhuman or degrading" treatment of detainees by CIA or military officers. But Goss made clear that techniques that would be restricted under McCain's proposal have yielded valuable intelligence.

"There is a huge amount of misinformation swirling about on the subject of detainees. That would include alleged activities of this agency," Goss said in an interview Friday in his office at agency headquarters in Northern Virginia.

"This agency does not do torture. Torture does not work," Goss said. "We use lawful capabilities to collect vital information, and we do it in a variety of unique and innovative ways, all of which are legal and none of which are torture."

Goss declined to describe interrogation methods exclusive to the CIA. Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Calif., said the problem with McCain's proposal is that the restriction on "degrading" treatment might bar psychological techniques, such as calling a prisoner a coward or isolating a detainee in a very small room. Hunter, chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, is a close ally of the administration in the interrogation debate. (Related story: Lawmakers: Interrogators feeling threatened)

The Senate included McCain's measure in two annual defense bills, the House in neither. The two branches must work out the issue. The White House has threatened to veto any bill that includes McCain's measure.

Goss echoed administration arguments about the need for flexibility in fighting terrorism.

"An enemy that's working in an amorphous network that doesn't have to worry about a bunch of regulations, chain of command, rule of law or anything else has got a huge advantage over a stultified, slow-moving, bureaucratic, by-the-book" organization, Goss said. "So we have to, within the law and within all the requirements of our professional ethics in this profession, develop agility. And that means putting a lot of judgment in the hands of individuals overseas."

Goss declined to discuss reports by The Washington Post and Human Rights Watch alleging that the CIA maintains secret detention centers at military bases in Central European countries. He said media leaks about allies helping the CIA in capturing and interrogating detainees may provoke reprisal terrorist attacks.

Cooperation from allies is essential to intelligence operations, Goss said. "I don't have any arrest authority overseas. If you want to disrupt a terrorist, you've got to have local law enforcement help you."

Exposure of allied cooperation with the CIA has already prompted several European governments to launch investigations into alleged CIA activities in their territories. Such diplomatic complications are among the reasons Goss is pressing for the CIA to improve its ability to operate on its own overseas. (Related story: Goss: CIA maintains influence)

"Sometimes other sovereign nations have somewhat divergent views or opinions, and so it's a good idea — even with your best friends ... to have a secret," Goss said.

<#==#>
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Staying is not the answer

By John Murtha

Staying the course in Iraq is not an option or a policy. I believe we must begin discussions for an immediate re-deployment of U.S. forces from Iraq. I believe it can be accomplished in as little as six months, but it must be consistent with the safety of U.S. troops. (Related: Our view)

The public is way ahead of Congress and is thirsting for a new direction. Sixty-six percent of the responses I have received are in favor of my plan. The public knows this war cannot be won with words. Most agree the insurgency cannot be won militarily. The Iraqis themselves must be the driving force. Yet we have lost their hearts and minds. America wants and deserves real answers. What is the clear definition of success? Is there a plan? How much longer and how many more lives? In short, what is the end game?

Aside from the fact that the original plan to win the peace was flawed, two-and-a-half years later the indices that would determine the ultimate success of a stable Iraq have not improved. Electricity and oil production are below pre-war levels, unemployment remains at 60% and insurgent incidents have increased from 150 to more than 700 per week. Average monthly death rates of U.S. servicemembers have grown since the Abu Ghraib prison scandal from one per day to almost four. Despite the addition of more troops, more equipment and more money, Iraq and the region have become less stable over time. Global terrorism has risen. What is more of the same going to do for Iraq or the region?

Some claim the answer is to put even more troops on the ground, but many of our troops are already on their third deployment. Our Army cannot recruit to its current target, even as recruiting standards are lowered. We cannot do this without a draft. My plan calls for a more rapid turnover of Iraq to the Iraqi people. Gen. George Casey said in a September hearing that "the perception of occupation in Iraq is a major driving force behind the insurgency." We have become a catalyst for violence. A recent poll showed that 80% of the Iraqi public are "strongly opposed" to the presence of coalition troops; 45% believe attacks against Americans are justified.

The Iraqis are a smart and proud people. They must take control of their country. My plan motivates the Iraqis to take control, sooner rather than later.

Pennsylvania Rep. John Murtha is the top Democrat on the House Defense Appropriations subcommittee.
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Priest accused of sex crimes

Phoenix monsignor arrested on 10 counts

Michael Clancy

The Arizona Republic

Nov. 22, 2005 12:00 AM

Monsignor Dale Fushek, once one of the most popular and powerful priests in the Phoenix Diocese, was accused Monday of sexual misconduct with teenage boys and young men.

In announcing Fushek's arrest on 10 misdemeanor criminal counts, Maricopa County Attorney Andrew Thomas said, "It's troubling any time a person in a position of public trust violates that."

Thomas said the investigation is continuing and that more serious charges are possible.

Fushek, 53, is accused of indecent exposure, contributing to the delinquency of a minor and assault involving five minors and two young adult men.

His attorney, Michael Manning, said Fushek insists the incidents "never happened" and will fight the charges. . The teenage boys and young men appear to have been associated with Life Teen, a popular youth ministry that Fushek founded in 1985. Authorities say the incidents occurred from 1984 to 1994 and took place at St. Timothy Church in Mesa. Fushek was an influential and well-liked pastor there for 20 years.

Fushek, who later became one of former Bishop Thomas J. O'Brien's two key lieutenants, was not available for comment. Manning said Fushek "will never settle" or agree to a plea bargain in the case.

Fushek was arrested Monday morning at his central Phoenix residence.

Deputy County Attorney Barbara Marshall asked that he be held on $50,000 bond.

"Based on past experience with similar defendants, we feel that flight is a serious risk," Marshall said.

At least three priests accused of sexual abuse in the Valley - Patrick Colleary, Joseph Henn and Joseph Briceno - fled the country and have refused to return to face charges.

More than a dozen Catholic priests in Phoenix have been accused, either in civil lawsuits or criminal complaints, in the nationwide sex abuse scandal that erupted in 2001. In 2003, O'Brien signed an agreement granting him immunity from criminal charges in exchange for his admissions that he allowed priests accused of sexual misconduct to work with minors and that he transferred clergy accused of sexual abuse without telling their supervisors or parishioners of the allegations against them. . The bishop later resigned after he was accused in a hit-and-run auto accident, for which he was later convicted.

Instead of bond, Maricopa County Commissioner Barbara Hamner ordered that Fushek be placed under house arrest at his home and wear an electronic monitor. She ordered Fushek not to have contact with anyone under the age of 18. He was released from jail Monday evening after surrendering his passport. The assault counts accuse the priest of touching or fondling three different individuals. The indecent exposure counts say Fushek exposed himself to two people.

In the contributing-to-delinquency counts, Fushek is accused of initiating "numerous sexually related discussions" with five minors, then misrepresenting some of the talks as part of the Catholic sacrament of confession.

Thomas said Fushek initiated all the incidents "as a means of self-gratification."

None of the accusers could be reached for comment.

Monday's charges contained only misdemeanor counts. Thomas said the one-year statute of limitations, triggered when the victims alerted authorities, was about to expire on the misdemeanors. But the investigation is ongoing. Thomas declined to elaborate.

The investigation began in the wake of a civil lawsuit filed in January. William Cesolini accused Fushek of witnessing a sexual assault against him by another priest, convicted pedophile Mark Lehman, in 1985. Cesolini was not named in the criminal complaint.

Diocese attorney Mike Haran, who worked for Fushek at St. Timothy for several years, said Bishop Thomas J. Olmsted is cooperating with the investigation.

He said the bishop is "saddened" by the news.

Olmsted suspended Fushek from public duties as a priest in December 2004, when Cesolini came to the diocese with his allegations. Fushek resigned as pastor of St. Timothy six months later. He remains on paid leave.

Haran said the diocese was unaware of any of the accusers except one, who settled a sexual harassment allegation against Fushek for $45,000 in 1995.

Life Teen, the popular international youth ministry that Fushek and others founded in 1985, brought young people back to the church with meetings focused on youth concerns and special Masses that appealed to teenagers.

No Life Teen representative would talk on Monday. Donna Killoughey Bird, the organization's legal counsel, declined comment.

Paul Pfaffenberger, head of the local chapter of SNAP-Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests, said Fushek was the first priest he heard complaints about after starting the SNAP chapter in June 2002.

"It was all in connection with an overly sexualized environment in the Life Teen program," Pfaffenberger said.

Republic reporters Jim Walsh and Michael Kiefer contributed to this article.
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ok kevin this article is not about the cops beating up someone or a government goon taking bribe but about weather ballons. your a metoroligost of however the f*ck its spelled. just what are weather ballons uses for and how do they work? what makes the ballons float? and could terrorists use weather balloons to do evil stuff???
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Weather plays role at Proving Ground

Michelle Volkman

The Sun

Nov. 22, 2005 12:00 AM

YUMA - Conducting tests at the U.S. Army's Yuma Proving Ground takes more than parachutes and bullets. It also is important to know which way the wind is blowing.

That's where YPG's meteorology department gets involved.

Dean Weingarten, meteorology team chief, said collecting meteorological data is a crucial part of weapons testing.

"It's essential for combat artillery testing and air drop testing, for things like parachutes," Weingarten said.

When firing projectiles, the wind can also play a factor.

"You need to figure whether the wind is a factor to know where it is going to hit," Weingarten said. "You want to predict where it is going to hit so it lands on a drop zone, not along Highway 95 on someone's RV."

Test directors don't want to have data showing that it landed in the wrong spot without realizing how the wind influenced those results.

"Winds are critical and they change quite a lot," Weingarten said.

For that reason, the 11-person crew in the meteorological department launches about 2,600 balloons, or radiosondes, a year. That's more launches than the National Weather Service. They only launch twice a day for a total 730 per year at their sites.

"We are the busiest, busier than any other place in the world," Weingarten said.

A radiosonde is a large 100 gram white balloon with an instrument box attached to collect the temperature, humidity and pressure data. As it rises, the instrument transmits the information to a computer at the site.

The ascent of the balloon allows them to figure out wind speed and direction.

Their launching schedule is dictated by the testing at YPG. At least one balloon launch is done per day.

"Then it depends on the mission," Weingarten said. "At times it has been many as 16 a day."

When asked if the increase in the testing at YPG is affecting their department, Weingarten said "absolutely."

"Yes, we get busier as more tests are done," Weingarten said.

The meteorology department has been a part of YPG for 50 years.

Currently they have 12 permanent surface collection sites and 10 mobile sites. They have three places where they are collecting upper air data and three 300-feet-high meteorological towers. All are solar powered.

<#==#>

Monday November 21, 2005

Arizona Republic

Police officers involved in shooting are identified

Phoenix – Two policemen who fatally shot a knife-wielding man when he wouldn’t put down his weapon have been identified as officers James Ward and Chad Williamson.

The man had not been identified as of Sunday.

A citizen flagged the officers down about 2:45 p.m. Saturday near Southern and Central avenues to report a man who he said attacked him with a knife

<#==#>

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=53655

Ex-Mesa priest named in sex offenses

By Lawn Griffiths and Mike Branom

Tribune

November 21, 2005

Monsignor Dale Fushek, a dynamic, fiercely popular East Valley Catholic leader once eyed as the next Phoenix Diocese bishop, was arrested Monday on 10 charges of sexual misconduct with men and boys.

Fushek, 53, is the highestranking official in the Phoenix Diocese accused of sexual misbehavior. Under Bishop Thomas J. O’Brien, he held the No. 2 leadership role as vicar general.

He also is co-founder of Life Teen, the largest international Catholic program for youth, headquartered in Mesa. It reaches more than 125,000 young people in 950 parishes in 18 countries.

"This is like seeing Mary’s Jesus crucified," said Yvonne Gefroh, a parishioner of St. Timothy’s Catholic Community in Mesa, where Fushek served for more than 20 years. She and a couple of hundred others came to a special Mass at the church Monday night to pray for him. Some wore buttons reading, "I support Msgr. Dale."

At the Mass, a tearful priest said that in this day and age, people are guilty until proven innocent, and that was proven on the news Monday. He asked that at least one parishioner be in the church at all times to pray until the case is resolved. The congregation applauded.

"I’ve known him all my life and I defend him," said parishioner Adam Henricksen. "I challenge anyone who can look me in the eye and say this is true."

Fushek was indicted on three counts of assault, five counts of contributing to the delinquency of a minor and two counts of indecent exposure, all misdemeanors. If convicted of all, the priest faces three years and nine months in jail.

No bail was set for Fushek, but he will be on house arrest and must wear an ankle bracelet, Maricopa County Attorney’s Office spokesman Bill FitzGerald said. He will need permission from the court to go anywhere. A gate attendant at his Phoenix home said he was not taking visitors Monday night.

The alleged incidents happened on St. Timothy’s campus between 1984 and 1994. Fushek is accused of fondling the men and boys, walking around naked in front of youths, and of questioning them about their sexual experiences, saying it was part of confession.

According to the five-page indictment, Fushek invited a minor into his bed for kissing and snuggling, and another to join him in a hot tub. He rubbed a youth’s back even after he was told to stop, kissed a youth’s face and neck, and put his hands on a youth’s underwear line.

"It’s troubling anytime a person is in a position of public trust and is alleged to have violated that trust to prey upon vulnerable people, particularly younger people," Maricopa County Attorney Andrew Thomas said.

Thomas said after reviewing the law and the facts, he was surprised to learn his office possessed only enough to charge Fushek with misdemeanors and not felonies.

"But in the end, I’m not a lawmaker — I’m a prosecutor. I’m left with the laws that are written by the Legislature," Thomas said. "Knowing that we had evidence of these crimes, I felt we needed to go forward and needed to charge this defendant, and hold him accountable."

Fushek’s attorney, Michael Manning, was vacationing out of the country and couldn’t immediately be reached for comment, his office said.

Fushek was arrested about 9:15 a.m. at his Phoenix home. At his initial appearance Monday afternoon, he was ordered to surrender his passport. Three priests from the diocese accused in unrelated sexual abuse cases are fugitives in Mexico, Ireland and the Vatican.

His arraignment was set for Dec. 6 at a justice court in Gilbert.

Thomas said the diocese has cooperated in the investigation.

"It is a striking contrast from the behavior of the prior bishop, and his regime of stonewalling and avoiding responsibility for the crimes committed on his watch," Thomas said, referring to O’Brien. O’Brien could not be reached for comment.

Thomas’ predecessor, Richard Romley, openly clashed with the diocese over sex abuse allegations when it was headed by O’Brien.

In 2003, O’Brien agreed to relinquish some power as part of a settlement to avoid prosecution on obstruction of justice charges in the priest abuse investigations. O’Brien resigned not long after when he was accused — and later convicted of leaving the scene of a fatal hit-and-run.

Fushek was put on a leave of absence Dec. 29, 2004, after William Cesolini named Fushek and others in a lawsuit alleging that he, at age 14, was molested in 1985 by the Rev. Mark Lehman, then a seminarian, while Fushek stood by and that Fushek later gave him alcohol. Fushek’s resignation from St. Timothy’s was effective June 30.

Michael Heran, attorney for the diocese, said Fushek remains on administrative leave from his diocesan duties and the diocese would cooperate with all civilian authorities "any way we can."

"Bishop (Thomas J.) Olmsted is praying for Monsignor Fushek, his family, those bringing charges against him and the people of St. Timothy’s parish," he said.

Along with his leadership at St. Timothy’s and with Life Teen, Fushek organized the papal Mass at Sun Devil Stadium in 1987 when Pope John Paul II visited the Valley. Seventeen months later, Fushek coordinated Mother Teresa’s visit to find a site for a Missionaries of Charity house and accompanied her in her search.

Fushek also was instrumental in overseeing construction of the Diocesan Pastoral Center in downtown Phoenix four years ago.

His leadership was further rewarded when O’Brien elevated him to a vicar general post and then the honorary title of monsignor. Fushek has written four books, including "The Mass Never Ends," "Dear Father Dale,’ and "Your One Stop Guide to the Mass."

Contact Lawn Griffiths by email, or phone (480) 898-6522.

Contact Mike Branom by email, or phone (480) 898-6536
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hmmm.... they have been holding this guy for 3 years with out coming up with any criminal charges. now to avoid his case going to the supreme court they just magically make up some criminal charges.

the only real criminals here are the government rulers who have flushed the constitution down the toilet so they can carry out their war against non-existant terrorists

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=53655

Nov 22, 11:31 AM EST

Dirty Bomb Suspect Jose Padilla Indicted

By MARK SHERMAN

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) -- Jose Padilla, a U.S. citizen held for three years as an enemy combatant suspected of plotting a "dirty bomb" attack in this country, has been indicted on charges that he conspired to "murder, kidnap and maim" people overseas.

A federal grand jury in Miami returned the indictment against Padilla and four others. While the charges allege Padilla was part of a U.S.-based terrorism conspiracy, they do not include the government's earlier allegations that he planned to carry out attacks in America.

"The indictment alleges that Padilla traveled overseas to train as a terrorist with the intention of fighting a violent jihad," Attorney General Alberto Gonzales said at a news conference in Washington. Gonzales declined to comment on why none of the allegations involving attacks in America were included in the indictment.

Padilla, a Brooklyn-born Muslim convert, has been held as an "enemy combatant" in Defense Department custody for more than three years. The Bush administration had resisted calls to charge and try him in civilian courts.

With the indictment, Padilla will be transferred from military custody to the Justice Department. Gonzales said the case would go to trial in September of 2006. Padilla faces life in prison if convicted on the charges.

The indictment avoids a Supreme Court showdown over how long the government could hold a U.S. citizen without charges. The high court had been asked to decide when and for how long the government can jail Americans in military prisons.

"They're avoiding what the Supreme Court would say about American citizens. That's an issue the administration did not want to face," said Scott Silliman, a Duke University law professor who specializes in national security. "There's no way that the Supreme Court would have ducked this issue."

Padilla's lawyers had asked justices to review his case last month, and the Bush administration was facing a deadline next Monday for filing its legal arguments.

"The 'evidence' the government has offered against Padilla over the past three years consists of double and triple hearsay from secret witnesses, along with information allegedly obtained from Padilla himself during his two years of incommunicado interrogation," his lawyers said in their earlier appeal.

The Bush administration has said Padilla, a former Chicago gang member, sought to blow up hotels and apartment buildings in the United States and planned an attack with a "dirty bomb" radiological device.

Padilla was arrested at Chicago's O'Hare International Airport in 2002 after returning from Pakistan. The federal government has said he was trained in weapons and explosives by members of al-Qaida.

Although the Justice Department has said that Padilla was readying attacks in the United States, the charges against him and four others allege they were part of a conspiracy to murder, kidnap and maim persons in a foreign country and provide material support to terrorists abroad.

The others indicted are: Adham Amin Hassoun, Mohammed Hesham Youssef, Kifah Wael Jayyousi, and Kassem Daher. Hassoun also was indicted on eight additional charges, including perjury, obstruction of justice and illegal firearm possession.

Hassoun, a Palestinian computer programmer who moved to Florida in 1989, was arrested in June 2002 for allegedly overstaying his student visa. Prosecutors previously described him as a former associate of Padilla.

Padilla has been held at a Navy brig in South Carolina. Following the indictment, which was handed up last Thursday, President Bush sent a memo to Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld ordering Padilla transferred to the federal detention facility in Miami.
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To: lpaz-discuss@yahoogroups.com

Date: Mon, 21 Nov 2005 01:19:01 -0700

Subject: [lpaz-discuss] New Zealand: North Island Tour

After a month and a half of living in New Zealand we finally decided to play tourist a bit and visit the middle and south parts of the North Island.  The area pictures are here: http://photos.yahoo.com/auvenj .  We were away from Waiwera for five nights, and coming back to it felt "homey" if not exactly "home". :-)

First a general comment about the roads - they were somewhat better than we expected.  We were prepared for the fact that as soon as you get outside of the Auckland area they're all two-lane roads.  But they do have very frequent passing lanes, relatively light traffic, and few slow drivers by American standards for two-lane roads.  This means we spent most of the trip going the speed we wanted or the speed dictated by the limit instead of the speed dictated by a car in front of us.

Road work zones were about as frequent as in the states, and about as annoying, but no worse.

The motels were a huge surprise.  I looked on the net for motels that would sleep the four of us comfortably at reasonable cost, close to where we wanted to be which were tourist attractions.  We stayed in Rotorua, Taupo, Wellington (two nights) and New Plymouth.  From the descriptions on the net they all sounded surprisingly well equipped and I was not disappointed.  In the states when you book a clean, budget-oriented family motel near a tourist area you pretty much know what you're going to get, and I absolutely hate it:  two double beds

in one rectangular room with a TV on the side and a bathroom at the back.  If you're lucky, there might also be a mini-fridge and/or a table with a couple of chairs.  Not so in New Zealand, where it seems that any motel room that sleeps more than three people comes much better equipped.  Every single one of the motels we stayed at here had at least one separate bedroom, one had two separate bedrooms.  Every one had separate twin beds for the kids so they didn't have to sleep together in one double bed.  Every one also had a fully functional kitchen: fridge, microwave, cooktop, sometimes an oven, and full place settings -- so we ate all our breakfasts and some dinners in the room instead of restaurants (which also saved money).  The motel in Rotorua had a full-size four person spa tub, and the one in New Plymouth even had two bathrooms.  They were all clean but by no means upscale - like most places in New Zealand, Americans would consider the aesthetic style of most of these places to be "retro" at best.  That was totally fine with us; the functionality of these places blew away anything I've ever stayed in the US that wasn't at least twice the effective cost or more, and I frankly don't care much about the style.  The price of these rooms was between $110 and $145 per night, in New Zealand dollars, tax inclusive.  That's equivalent to something like a $65 - $95 USD nightly hotel rate because of the exchange rate and the fact that US hotels add tax on top of their rates, which is about what you'd pay for the standard "two double beds and a bathroom" in a tourist area of the US.  To get the sort of functionality in the US you get in NZ, you would have to upgrade to a much more upscale hotel (if you can find it at all) costing at least twice that.  We are now definitely spoiled and will find US motels even harder to accept than we already did.

One other thing we learned on this trip is the fact that "pay after you eat", sit-down type restaurants almost never bring you a check like American restaurants do.  You're supposed to just walk up to the cash register when you're done eating and they just know how much to charge you (it seems a bit of a mystery how they keep track of it all).  We ate in probably 6 restaurants before we figured this out...we'd finish our meal and just sit there waiting for like a half hour, finally flagging down a waitress and asking for our check figuring they must be terribly slow.  The problem is they were all TOO nice to us!  They just said "sure" and printed out a receipt from the cash register for us like they'd just forgot to do it or something, and brought it to us at the table rather than telling us that's not how things are done in New Zealand.  So we would then pay just like in an American restaurant, and the same thing kept happening over and over.  Finally when we asked for a check someone told us they didn't do checks, and I asked if that was normal and they said almost no restaurants in NZ bring checks!

As I have mentioned previously we are not really touristy type people.  We also aren't very adventurous, both in basic temperament and also because right now the kids ages (4 and 7) don't fit well with extreme activities.  There were a lot of activities such as bungy jumping, skydiving, zorbing, and jet boats we passed on for this reason that others might have taken advantage of.

Anyway, here's a summary of the highlights of our tour:

Waimangu was our first stop and one of our favorites - you take a couple hour walk on a path that goes by a bunch of thermal pools and such, then take a boat ride to see the vents and geysers that can only be seen from the lake.  Inferno crater had the bluest water I have ever seen.  The place was really uncrowded; we saw no one on our walk down and only one other couple was on the boat ride with us.  Perhaps because of this the captain let both the boys drive the boat, which they loved.

Whakarewarewa, the thermal village in Rotorua, had most of the same natural features as Waimangu (hot water pools, vents, and geysers) but a village had been built by the Maori to make use of all those natural features.  They had carved baths into the rocks and channels to get the water to fill them up every day, and ovens to cook food in the ground.  They also gave a performance of Maori singing and dancing there, which the kids couldn't stop imitating (especially the part where they stick out their tongues).

Next we went to a volcanic activity centre (really more of a children's museum) that was OK but nothing stellar.  The highlight of the place was an earthquake simulator that seemed to be a fairly realistic physical recreation of a 6.2 earthquake.  The Te Papa museum in Wellington also had an earthquake simulator that claimed to be a 7 magnitude.  It had video and sound (which the volcanic activity centre did not), but was much less physically violent and therefore (I suspect) not actually realistic in terms of the motion.

The next day we did a sailboat cruise of Lake Taupo on a ship called The Barbary.  None of us had ever been on a sailboat and the most surprising thing about it was the degree that the boat tips.  The captain assured us it couldn't fall over, but it sure felt like it would.  Taupo itself was beautiful and we also saw some interesting rock carvings there.

We took a four-wheel drive tour of Wellington that took us to the south coast to look at seals.  The comparison of Wellington to San Francisco is not too far off, though in my estimation Wellington lacks the energy of San Francisco.  Also, unfortunately there were only a very few seals and it was rather disappointing compared to what I have seen in San Francisco where there were hundreds of seals.  Our guide said most of the seals are off breeding this time of year.  As I mentioned we also visited the Te Papa museum, which had a bunch of interesting exhibits and things for the kids to do related to New Zealand spread across five huge floors.  However, the most interesting thing about it to me was a panel discussion held in the evening which I'll discuss later.  We wrapped up our time in Wellington with a trip on the cable car to the Botanic Gardens, which was pleasant enough though the kids didn't really get into the plants all that much.

New Plymouth was mostly just a stop over on the way back to Auckland rather than drive the whole way in one day.  However, we did get a good view of Mount Taranaki there which was impressive and still snow covered.

I mentioned a panel discussion I attended at Te Papa in the evening. I was flipping through the museum's event guide and noticed a listing for a panel discussion taking place that evening, on the interaction between art and science.  It was sponsored by a group called "The Royal Society", and I thought it might be interesting.  So Sharon and the boys kept looking at other things in the museum (as I said it's huge and would take a couple days to see it all) and off I went.  Bear in mind that the Te Papa museum itself was very uncrowded - I had perhaps seen 30-50 people in it the whole day.  So I'm expecting a discussion in a little room with maybe 10 or 20 people watching.  No, it was held in a very good sized auditorium and it was mostly filled -- there had to have been 200-300 people in there.  I was astonished. There was no obvious ulterior motive for the attendance like a group of school kids or something, and it didn't seem to be mostly retirees, or tourists like me either -- it seemed like a local crowd.  So I figured there must be some kind of celebrity or something -- but no, just three physics professors and three writers, all from New Zealand, none of whom I had heard of.  The discussion itself was interesting enough, certainly at or above the intellectual level I am used to seeing at that sort of event in the states.  The moderator was also one of the best I've ever seen -- asking the right kind of probing questions without dominating the discussion.  It definitely wasn't the sort of discussion I'd expect the average person to be interested in attending in the first place or able to follow even if they somehow stumbled in.  What I just can't figure out is why there were so many people there.  I'm told Wellington itself has a couple hundred thousand people in it, and if you include the surrounding areas it's still under half a million.  I'm comparing this to attendance levels in Tucson.  Tucson itself has almost half a million people in it and the surrounding area brings it up to almost a million - roughly twice the size of Wellington.  Yet if a panel discussion of this sort had been held in a museum in Tucson at 7pm on a weekday, I would never expect an attendance of more than 30 people unless, as I said, there were some other "lever" being used to get people there like bussing in school kids or University students or if there was some kind of celebrity on the panel.

Maybe someone on the New Zealand lists I'm posting this to can explain why the event was so well attended.  Are New Zealanders just way more interested in intellectual discussions than Americans (or at least Tucsonans) are, or was there some other "lever" in use that got people there that wasn't readily evident?

--Jason Auvenshine

Waiwera, North Auckland, New Zealand

<#==#>

photos of jason new zeland vacation are at

http://photos.yahoo.com/auvenj
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"VIRTUAL" CHILD SEX: IN SEARCH OF A "VICTIM"?

http://fmnn.com/Analysis/136/2969/2005-11-21.asp?wid=136&nid=2969

"VIRTUAL" CHILD SEX: IN SEARCH OF A "VICTIM"?

Tuesday, November 22, 2005

A rather strange news story out of Arizona provokes this week's column. At first glance, the subject matter may seem a bit racy for family entertainment – though that has seldom stopped me before …

Actually, though, there are some pretty serious questions, regarding both civil liberties and the definition of what a "crime" should be, that make even this rather salacious story worth analyzing, for what it might say about the "police state" under which we live today.

I'll begin with the story itself: It seems that, according to a news-piece by student reporter Brian Indrelunas in the Arizona State Press, somewhat deceptively entitled "Student arrested in child sex case," http://www.statepress.com/issues/2005/11/10/news/694871, a 22-year-old ASU student was arrested last week, and charged with sex crimes: two counts of luring a minor for the purposes of sexual exploitation and three counts of furnishing obscene materials to minors.

However, there is much more to this story. The student, a computer systems engineering major named Jed Daniel Poulson, had been in online communication for some time, with what he presumably THOUGHT was a 13-year-old girl, to whom in the course of which he'd apparently sent some questionable pictures. He was apprehended in Arizona City, about 60 miles south of Phoenix, while entering the house he'd been invited to visit by this supposed barely pubescent teen – allegedly with the intent of, as the kids say these days, "hooking up."

But when he got there he found, not the expected oversexed little adolescent, but tv cameras and floodlights, along with a police officer or two. The whole thing was a combination sting-operation (engineered by an Internet nanny-watch group) and "sweeps week" ratings-booster (for a local tv station). At least one reporter and several staff members at Tucson's KVOA Channel 4 had been fishing on Internet chat rooms, looking to nab some unsuspecting wanderer for accosting children for sex, to make into a "special investigative report" – and Mr. Poulson fell for the bait: hook-up invite, seductive line and … perhaps sinking his future.

One more point before I start analyzing: As Sgt. Mark Robinson of the Tucson Police Department put it, "We would not be a part of their investigative report ... but we treated any kind of material they got as a tip, as if it were coming from the community." In other words, they acted as if they were protecting a "victim" from an "assault" … even though they knew perfectly well no such person existed, and no complaint had been registered with the department.

* * *

Okay … so my question is this: WHAT IS THIS YOUNG MAN GUILTY OF? What actual crime did he actually commit? And if he is to be charged with any real crimes, what precedent does this set for the ACTIONS (and I use that word advisedly, as you will soon see) of the rest of us?

Let's begin with a review the facts, asking: What did this guy actually DO – not what did he THINK he was doing, but what did he DO?

Well, he THOUGHT he was pursuing an underage girl, perhaps even hoping at some point to have sex with her. He might be a serial offender; they may discover he has a sordid history to make not only his own mother ashamed, but that would be considered both exploitative and just-plain-wrong – by pretty much anybody with a sense of decency. (I'll get into the constitutional questions, regarding the justification for such a search into his privacy, in a moment. For now, let's grant there's some concern raised that might warrant such an invasion, and if they find this guy's got a history for this sort of thing, that it might put him away for a long while.)

But that's only what he THOUGHT, not what he actually did. Aside from sending some pictures over the Internet (to what was actually one or more adults, not the "child" he may have thought "she" was … Again, let's stay in the actuality of all this!), he wrote some e-mails, perhaps parts of which were also somewhat inappropriate (again, we don't know this from the story). At any rate, he was eventually invited to come visit "her" in a private home, presumably one day when "my parents aren't home."

(Note: This probably happened way too quickly, given the exigencies of television budgets and scheduling; had Poulson been paying proper attention, thinking with his other head, he might even have suspected something. We can easily envision the tv station folks as being as enticing and alluring as possible, once they had their fish on the line.)

So he drove over, parked his car, walked into the house expecting this young tootsie, and was instead met by … cameras and reporters and cops, oh my!

I ask again, WHAT DID HE DO? He communicated with some ADULTS on the Internet, got invited to come to a particular house, showed up and walked through the door! He didn't touch anyone, of whatever age; he didn't even SPEAK TO an actual "underage child" (Note: If anyone reading this thinks that word describes the average 13-year-old young lady these days, you need to turn off the computer and get out in the world! I could also make points about the archaic "age of consent" tyranny that still shackles our society, but that's for another column …) – because no such person existed to address!

On the other hand, the TV station personnel involved with this whole thing:

Completely misrepresented themselves on the Internet – That's electronic fraud in any book!

Enticed a man to come to a house with the promise of sexual favors – That's one legal definition of solicitation, which is also in fact illegal, so the police officer involved in this should by rights have arrested THEM on the spot! (Admittedly, among adults at least, this a "victimless" crime that should not be on the books in a civilized society, but the cops are supposed to enforce the existing law.)

Made improper use of a law enforcement officer, to abet them in both the fraud, the soliciting and the "publicity stunt" ratings-booster. (Clearly, the people of Pima County, Arizona, should not be paying taxes so their police can participate in this crap!)

Meanwhile, the police sergeant who made the arrest declares, according to the news story, that "the fact that Poulsen was actually communicating with adult investigators from the TV station and watch group does not invalidate the charges … He thought he was sending [obscene material] to a minor, he thought he was setting up a date with a minor, and that was against the law whether you are or aren't."

So now we see the bottom line: The mere THOUGHT of doing something considered illegal … is tantamount to committing the crime itself! Calling George Orwell and the thought-police! (Note: My own spiritual tradition considers it a truism that "thoughts are things"; however, we do not consider those "things" to equate to crimes – unless one then acts upon the mere thought. At any rate, I guess I'd better keep my THOUGHTS … out of Arizona!)

Okay, now we've addressed the issue of the actual "crime" involved here, and found that there really is none on the part of the alleged "culprit." So let's consider for a second who this fellow might be – based only on what little we actually know about him, and not the presumptions that his arrest bring along. Let's actually begin with the concept of "innocent until proven guilty" for a change:

Picture a 22-year-old college student (a computer engineering major, no less), with perhaps "no life to speak of" (instead of out socializing, he's been sitting in his room, staring at his computer-monitor, chatting with what he thinks is a young teenage girl.) So here he is, wandering on the Internet, seeking some virtual affection.

Maybe he had a girlfriend once, who dumped him; maybe he's never had one at all; perhaps his entire "sex life" consists of these clandestine chat-room encounters, which harm nobody human, because that is all they are. (For the sake of argument, let's let him even have secret fantasies about younger girls, like the ones who maybe snubbed him when he was that age and just beginning in the dating game?)

So he wonders what having a healthy relationship might be like, and goes exploring, He stumbles onto some websites, specifically dedicated to attracting those younger interests – though they proudly proclaim their models are "barely legal" … while recruiting small-framed, light-haired 18-year-olds who don’t at all look their age, to preserve the illusion!

After a while, he's moved to seek out an online chat-room or two, for a more personal connection, where he encounters (perhaps even after several unsuccessful attempts with girls more his own age?) this very perky (and certainly precocious?) respondent who, after only a few exchanges (with a lot to talk about, and "she" seems really friendly, whoever she is), they strike up a more intimate conversation. And maybe after a while longer "she" lets it slip that "like, I'm really only 13 …"

And maybe in the course of the chat, this "little girl" reveals that she lives in a nearby town, which intrigues him a little more. After all, these dedicated news investigators smell a story from the gitgo, so they'll keep setting their traps until he bites – what do they care that they might be enticing some perfectly innocent guy, who just wants to talk to somebody? (Remember, we don't KNOW he's a slimy creepoid lowlife, only that he is now being treated as such!)

And then someone – I'd strongly suspect the newsies, like every agent provocateur who ever lived (cf. the Weathermen, Black Panthers, militia groups and almost every other "infiltrated" organization of the past?) – brings up the topic of sex, and things progress further. He sends a picture, maybe "she" does too. (Gee, I wonder if the news staff could be guilty of yet another crime, sending illicit material into cyberspace. You don't suppose they might have used pictures of an underage girl to get his attention?) Anyway, after all too short a time (if he were really paying attention?) "she" types, "come onna my place," and our pigeon's just about cooked for sure.

Now I admit it: I don’t KNOW this is what happened – but I don't know it did NOT, either! And based on the presumption of innocence we have in our legal system, this is at least as logical as the scenario the news stories have set up.

Which brings us to the final indignity: the fact that this young man is now being searched and destroyed, and his home and possessions scoured and examined meticulously … on the chance that they may find more examples of his "perverse" behavior and presumed illicit actions. The police are quoted in the article as saying that this process "could take months." (Visions of CSI's Gil Grissom looking on – as his underling pores over the hard-drive of Jed's computer, seeking out fragments of deleted files – spring instantly to mind.)

What if, for example, Jed has made the mistake of downloading some pictures of underage girls having sex. These are, after all, quite easily available (and not only in thumbnail-versions) even without "member access" in some of those places. The videos are also accessible, in full-motion glory, using any of the file-sharing sites like Kazaa (or until recently the late lamented Grokster) …

Now even if they find something of this sort, and discover that young Jed not only possessed such materials on his computer, but had bought them, and maybe even sold them to others … the case could be made that any such evidence found … should be considered "tainted," since there really was no "crime" committed prior to his arrest, only the suspicion of such.

It should be no more legitimate that they could use something they find in this search, than it would be finding an unregistered gun in a car-trunk, opened (against the will of the driver) during a routine traffic stop for a broken taillight. Okay, it's not that cut and dried, but the evidence could indeed be considered suspect under constitutional restraints.

In short, our boy Jed might be as innocent as anybody walking the streets, the victim of a bloodthirsty news crew, an overzealous police force and a societal attitude that looks for the worst in any situation … "for the children." He could also be a budding child-molester who just never got caught until now, but somehow that just doesn't add up to these eyes. Until we know a lot more details (and finding them is itself an invasion of this man's privacy!) we can only presume his innocence.

And stop and think, whether this kind of media behavior should be encouraged … or slammed down hard by any self-respecting news editor, police chief … or private citizen.

<#==#>

hmmmm..... a 44 year old babe as a porn star???? nope i think i will pass on this one and look at the next jenna jamison movie instead.

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/business/articles/1123buzz-bizbuzz23.html

Former Mrs. America ponders porn role

Nov. 23, 2005 12:00 AM

She was a Mrs. America, she was married to a millionaire on Good Morning America and she owned an auto-glass company.

Now Valley resident Jill Scott, 44, is in talks to become an adult-film star.

Scott, you may recall, was married on national TV to, and later divorced from, Empire Glass founder Rick Chance, who was murdered three years ago in Tempe. She opened her own glass company, Monarch Glass, last year, but it went out of business. advertisement

Wait, it gets weirder.

If the film deal goes through, she will co-star with Phoenix agent/publisher/producer David Hans Schmidt, whose list of second-tier celebrity clients has included Olympic skater Tonya Harding, reported presidential paramour Gennifer Flowers and Hollywood prostitute Divine Brown, noted for her encounter with actor Hugh Grant.

Schmidt said Tuesday that he is in talks with Hustler's Larry Flynt and other adult-film distributors and that porn star Ron Jeremy has agreed to direct the film.

Flynt was out and didn't return the Buzz's calls, but he did confirm to the Los Angeles Times that talks were under way.

Schmidt, who never shies away from overselling himself or his clients, almost can see his name in the credits.

"Our goal is to shoot the film before the holidays and release it on DVD early next year," Schmidt said.

He said the film will feature a "full-scale love scene" between the pair, with Scott playing herself and wearing her Mrs. America crown and sash. Schmidt's character would be a quarterback named Dirk Hans Schmidt.

When word of the possible film leaked out recently in Los Angeles, the founder of the Mrs. America pageant threatened to sue if Scott wore the crown and sash.

But Schmidt said there won't be a problem because she will be called the ex-Mrs. America. "Or in this case," he said, "the triple-X Mrs. America.

<#==#>
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