



Kevins final letter

10 January 2006 

Dear ***************, 

Although I have not received another letter from you, I though I’d start to write, as I am have a lot to say. I am scheduled to be released on the 20th, so if you have not yet written me here, please send your next letter to my home address. In case you have forgotten my contact information, it’s as follows; 

Kevin Walsh

5059 N 38th Place

Phoenix, Az 85018-1503

(602)956-0997 

Please do not e-mail me just yet, as it will take me some time to reestablish my internet access and my e-mail addresses. Most likely all my accounts have been deleted, and I will have to start from scratch. 

I have spoken to a Mexican-American inmate who works as a programs clerk to ask about how the Mexican and Chicano inmates are organized. He said he had never heard of the Mexican Mafia or the New Mexican Mafia, so apparently they do not have much of a presence here. He said there is no formal organization among the Mexican inmates. They just naturally stick together and help each other out. 

My mother has asked me whether I intend to be politically active upon my release and whether that will be allowed. I told her that I did intend to remain politically active and that as long as I obey the law and the conditions of my probation, I have as much right to express my opinions as any other citizen. Of course that doesn’t mean there won’t be problems or that the government will not further attempt to suppress my freedom of speech. 

I have lost my right to vote. After my probation has ended, I will be able to petition my trial judge Greggory Martin or his successor to restore that right. That is five years down the road, however as my probation is for five years. 

The loss of my right bear arms is permanent. Although I could petition the judge to restore that right after probation ends, there is a permanent disability under federal law because I was declared mentally ill and dangerous to myself and others. Obviously, I will no longer be able to provide informal security at political demonstrations with my prior effectiveness. 

During my probation, I will not have the right to be secure from unreasonable search and seizure. I must submit to search of my home, my car, and my person upon demand of my probation officer for any reason or for no reason. For this reason I should not carry or keep any item or document that could compromise the security of the anti-war movement or other progressive causes. 

I will be required to report any contact I have with law enforcement to the Adult Probation Department. I am not required to talk to the police or any other government agents, and I intend to continue to assert that right. 

I am forbidden during my probation to associate with criminals or people with criminal records. It would therefore be prudent of me to sharply curtail direct communication with Laro Nicol. I am sure I can still communicate ideas with him through third parties. 

I am required during my probation to find and retain employment. I hope my unstable work history will not continue and result in my going back to prison. 

I am required during my probation to submit to mandatory psychoactive treatment. This means I will likely have to take psychiatric medications. I also have to see a psychiatrist from time to time, probably through Value Options. If this psychiatrist thinks it warranted, he could have me civilly committed to a mental hospital again, so even though I am “free” I could still be locked up again. I fear that the power the psychiatrist will have over me will be used as a leverage to keep me out of politics. If so I will resist, even if it means going back to prison. 

I was 37 years old when I was arrested (21 June 2004) and I will be 39 years old tomorrow. This ordeal has already taken a sizable chunk out of my life. I wish it had never happened, but I can also say I have learned about prison life, jail life and life in a mental hospital. I have also learned some things about the justice system. 

Much of this information I have already shared with you and others. There are a few things I would like to address. 

There is a common belief that sexual assaults and homosexual activity in general are common in prison. Since I have been here, I have never heard of a single case of either. If it is going on people must be keeping quiet about it. One person I asked about it told me that sexual activity among inmates is much more common on sex offender yards than here on general population yards where it is quite rare. 

Another common conception of prison is that there is a lot of extortion. To that I say there isn’t. The extortion of one individual to another individual requiring an inmate to buy commissary for another or get his family to put money in another inmates books seems to be rare. I have never heard of this being done here. There is a form of extortion carried out collectively by the Aryan Brotherhood. They require each white inmate to give them one postage stamp per month. If an inmate is conducting some kind of money making or stamp making enterprise, such as conducting a lottery or selling goods or services, they require a share of the profit. In September the Aryan Brotherhood conducted a lottery that they pressured each white inmate to enter. When I stubbornly refused, there was some verbal unpleasantness, involving an inmate named Riot, but ultimately there was no violence directed against me. 

There is a common conception that there is a lot of bullying and unpleasantness in prison. I have not found this to be the case. Generally if you mind your own business and are polite and respectful toward other people will not mess with you. Of all the inmates I have know here, only two have been at all unpleasant to me. One is Riot, of whom I have already written. The other is my cellmate Tom Murrey. 

Tom often yelled at me and made a full if I had to use the bathroom before he wanted to get up in the morning. I put up with this for most of my sentence, but I could not have it on my conscience that he would do this to his next cellmate with out my trying to do something about it. I do not like going to the Aryan Brotherhood to solve my problems, but it seemed the only answer. I told them of his harassment of me, and they rebuked him. 

Tom bitterly accused me of snitching because of this, but only two days earlier hehad occasion to report my conduct to the Aryan Brotherhood. We were on the recreation field, and we had run out of drinking water. A black inmate picked up the empty water jug and carried it to the gate. I told the guard to let us out so we could refill the jug. He said he didn’t have the gate key and that we would have to wait for a guard who did. Tom then said to me, “Don’t help the opposite race.” I replied, “All races need that water.” He said, “You can’t help a nigger carry the water jug.” I said “That’s bull shit!” He said “If you want to get your ass beat for this, don’t involve me.” 

I said, “You’re not involved.” He said, “I’m your celly.” I said, “So what?” 

He then walked away and spoke with an Aryan Brotherhood inmate. A few minutes later he came back and told me it was OK for me to help carry the water jug. Other people to whom I spoke confirmed that the Aryan Brotherhood was not so racist that its members would object to a white inmate helping to carry a water jug with a black inmate. It was evidently just my cellmates own racist fantasy. 

Another thing I dislike about Tom is that he is willfully ignorant and does not know how to disagree without being disagreeable. When he says something I dispute, I remain calm but stick to my position, while he loses his temper, calls me names and even proposes solving the matter with physical violence. Here are some of the positions he has put forward that I have disputed, provoking his temper: 

Puget Sound is a man-made body of water. It was evacuated in the early 1900s. 

The State of Washington directly borders the Yukon Territory. There is no province of British Columbia between them. 

Oleander leaves take oxygen from the air. Homeless people have suffocated from sleeping too close to oleanders. 

Hepatitis-C is a form of AIDS. 

Methamphetamine and heroin are different names for the same drug. 

Rich people who keep their money in banks get interest at a rate of several percent PER DAY. 

Postage is prorated even within one ounce, so you can send a one-page letter using a 23-cent stamp. 

The time difference between Arizona and Iraq is12 hours. ( I maintain that it is 10 hours). 

He would at times accuse me of calling him a liar or of calling his information a liar. Apparently he has difficulty with the concept that there is a difference between telling a deliberate lie and being honestly misinformed about something. If there is one person here I will not miss it is Tom! 

I would like to thank the people who have stood behind me during this ordeal, including you who tireless ensured that I was kept informed during my confinement. I would like to thank the people in the anti-war movement who were thinking of me and carrying on the fight against this unjust war. I would particularly like to thank my mother, who visited me as often as she could and wrote to me daily. She has suffered terrible of this and I would like to try to make it up to her. 

Yours, 

Kevin 

<#==#>

Our federal government has gone insane officially now.

============================================================

Every farm animal to be RFIDed.  This is no joke.  See the USDA 

website:

http://animalid.aphis.usda.gov/nais/index.shtml and then on the upper

right hand side of the page click on the links for Draft Strategic

Plan and then Draft Program Standards. I suggest that everyone on this

list print them out and read them. 

For more info see http://www.stopanimalid.org for more info.

Here are some of the things about the proposed program that bother me,

among others:

- it will require anyone who owns any of the following types of animals

to register their farm (referred to as a Premises) and pay a fee each

year of between $10 to $20 (or more, depending on the State): horses,

beef or dairy cows, meat or dairy goats, meat or fiber sheep, swine,

elk, bison, ratites (ostrich and emus), and poultry (including

chickens, ducks, geese, guineas, turkeys, quail, and pigeons, although

they seem to have forgotten peafowl.)

- it will require *each and every animal* in the list above on the

farm to have a Animal Identification Number (or, in the case of large

production poultry or swine farms, a Group Identification Number)

which will most likely be a microchip, as they have to be readable by

a RFID (Radio Frequency Identification Device.) Think about this, a

microchip in or on each chicken you own. And YOU get to pay for it,

not the USDA, to the tune of between $3 to $10 a chip, depending on

which type they choose.

- it will require each AIN to be logged into a centralized database

(most likely State, although there is talk about it being privately

held), with updates made each time there is a death or a "movement"

which is defined as each time the animal leaves the premises,

re-enters the premises, enters another premises (like a show,

fairground, or other persons farm.) Births (they expect chicks to be

identified by gender at birth!) and these other incidents are to be

logged within 24-48 hours. A movement must be defined down to the hour

and minute.

- it will require a "sighting" to be logged each time a vet steps foot

onto your property, and each animal/bird he/she sees must be logged.

So if you have 150 birds and the vet comes to vaccinate your horse and

sees your birds, either they or you (the document is not clear) must

log these sightings *individually by AIN.*

This program is unwieldy and unworkable as it stands, not to mention

unconstitutional in several areas.  Please find out more, and then

contact your local legislators and demand that changes be made. This

program is to become mandatory in 2008.

<#==#>
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Big Nanny Is Watching You

Stripping, booze, and smoking bans: Seattle's nannies are in full scold mode, and progressives are the biggest party poopers of all.

By Philip Dawdy

A couple of weeks ago, I interviewed Roger Valdez, director of tobacco 

prevention for Public Health– Seattle & King County. He is in charge of 

Seattle-area enforcement of the statewide smoking ban approved by 

voters in November. I call him the tobacco czar.

We were talking about how enforcement was working out, including the 

25-foot rule. In the midst of our chat, Valdez said something 

remarkable.

"Americans think they have a lot of rights they really don't have. 

Smoking is one of those things where people think they have the right 

to smoke, but you don't." He used "you" in the plural. "You have no 

right to smoke. It's an addiction. It's something you should see a 

doctor about."

He went on to tell me that people have no right to smoke even in their 

private residences.

"The condo association can ban it, and you have no legal recourse," 

Valdez said.

Today, your local bar; tomorrow, your home.

Oh my.

A City Fit for The Amish?

     While other Western U.S. cities like San Francisco, Portland, and 

Las Vegas have few restrictions on strip clubs and exotic dancing, 

Seattle was behaving a whole lot like Salt Lake City. In Seattle, you 

cannot even drink liquor in a strip club.

Has it really come to this? Government officials—well paid by 

taxpayers, excellent health care benefits and pensions included—talk 

this way to taxpaying citizens, and we stand aside because bureaucrats 

like Valdez "know" how we should behave, even behind closed doors?

You hear all kinds of hyperbole from the lips of nanny statists these 

days. In Seattle, it ties in nicely with the city's long tradition of 

hyperearnest citizens, people the critic H.L. Mencken called 

"uplifters." Those are the folks who "know" what's good for everyone 

else and have no tolerance for anything they consider against the rules 

of clean living. They seek to ban whatever activity they don't like. 

That's often the way of social conservatives, the people who helped 

bring about Prohibition in the last century and today want to ban a 

woman's right to choose or eliminate gay rights. They know what's good 

for everyone because, often, their religious conviction tells them so.

But of late, liberals and progressives around the country are acting 

just as religious, except many wrap their arguments in the secular 

prophecy of public-health officials and all-knowing advocacy groups. 

Progressives are going after "rights" connected to behavior they 

consider unhealthful. They want to ban smoking completely. They want to 

so limit alcohol consumption that the speakeasy, once again, becomes 

reality. They want to ban gun ownership. They want to control what 

people eat. In Seattle, nannies like Mayor Greg Nickels want to drive 

strip clubs out of business. And, if progressives cannot get their way 

through education and mass-media campaigns, then they will resort to 

the ballot box, coercion, and in the case of Washington state 

government, a call for social discrimination.

There is a lot of talk about rights in the air right now. Last week, 

Samuel Alito, President George W. Bush's nominee to the Supreme Court, 

was grilled by a Senate committee about just what rights 

Americans—especially women—enjoy in our society. Do Americans have an 

absolute right to privacy, for example? That's not a minor question—it 

is at the core of abortion rights.

But all rights are local, when push comes to shove. It's the local 

authorities who will enforce the nanny laws. The cops will be busy in 

Seattle now that the city's historic progressive puritanism is back in 

full scold mode. Right now, Seattle has a suite of new restrictions 

that make Rain City look like a no-fun zone to the rest of the world.

The most prominent of these is the smoking ban, the most restrictive in 

the nation. No indoor smoking in any business and no outdoor smoking 

within 25 feet of the entrance to any publicly accessible building. The 

ban affects the entire state, but in densely packed parts of the city, 

the 25-foot rule creates a dicey situation for smokers: They literally 

have to stand in the street to smoke legally. But more on that in a 

moment.

Last fall, Nickels and the Seattle City Council imposed new 

restrictions on the city's four strip clubs. The next day, hundreds of 

newspapers around the world picked up a wire story that made 

"world-class" Seattle come off like Amish country.

But then, the city has been trying to prevent outward signs of civic 

wildness for years. The City Council last month banned certain beers 

and wines favored by the poor. The city has tried to ban posters on 

power poles—shot down in court in 2002—and when Mark Sidran was city 

attorney in 1993, he tried to impose no-sitting laws to sweep the 

homeless from city sidewalks.

And let's not forget the city's ridiculous All-Ages Dance Ordinance, 

which is meant to choke off the all-ages music scene, or the city's 

club task force, which many people in the club scene read as an attempt 

to hassle clubs for the 21-and-over crowd.

Disneyland Meets the Barbary Coast

Mayor Killjoy: Nickels' strip-club crackdown is due to a "sense of 

public nuisance."

Laura Schmitt

Four years ago, Nickels came into office as Mayor Pothole. He begins 

his second term as Mayor Killjoy. In September, the council, at 

Nickel's urging, passed a new ordinance for strip clubs as part of 

replacing the 17-year-old moratorium on new strip clubs being built in 

the city. It's a move that sounds soothing and moral, but addresses 

claims that really don't exist.

The city has four strip clubs and has long prevented new ones through 

arcane legal maneuvering. In addition, a local ordinance prohibited 

strippers from touching patrons—which is to say performing lap 

dances—or from exposing their genitalia unless they were dancing 

onstage. While other Western U.S. cities like San Francisco, Portland, 

and Las Vegas have few restrictions on strip clubs and exotic dancing, 

Seattle was behaving a whole lot like Salt Lake City. In Seattle, you 

cannot even drink liquor in a strip club.

The new strip-club ordinance will prohibit dancers from coming within 

four feet of a patron. Patrons who wish to tip a stripper for her work 

won't be allowed to hand her cash directly or engage in the traditional 

act of sliding greenbacks into a garter belt. In Nannytown, patrons 

will have to place monetary rewards in a tip jar, just like at 

Starbucks. The new law will also require that the city's strip joints 

be lit as brightly as the inside of your local QFC.

The new law is not in effect because a coalition of strip-club owners 

called Seattle Citizens for Free Speech collected enough signatures to 

force a vote by citizens sometime this year. The City Council gets to 

decide whether the measure will go before voters in a low-turnout 

election early this year or if it will be on the ballot for the 

September primary or November's general election. I was curious why a 

city that claims it's sophisticated cannot brook the idea of strippers 

grinding on men's and women's laps in dimly lit clubs. Why is a 

protected free-speech activity something the city would even want to 

regulate?

Deputy Mayor Tim Ceis describes the city's approach as responding to 

"allegations of unlawful acts in the clubs which contribute to a sense 

of public nuisance."

Seattle police claim that the existing clubs are scenes of 

prostitution, but in the last five years, the city has not rung up 

prostitution convictions against anyone at a Seattle strip club (see 

"It's a Hard Job," Oct. 12, 2005). A "sense" of nuisance, perhaps, but 

not necessarily a real one.

Not everyone buys the city's claims. "Really, this is about the type of 

city we would like Seattle to be," says Tim Killian, manager of the 

pro-strip-club campaign. "The things the city is trying to shut down is 

out of step with the urban, modern, progressive city Seattle says it 

is."

Last month, Nickels announced a new plan for managing the strip-club 

menace: creating a zoning law so that new clubs—allowed under a recent 

federal court ruling—would be forced to locate on 310 acres of 

industrial land due south of Safeco Field. The concept sounds bizarre 

if you didn't grow up around here. Any new clubs would be banished to 

well south of downtown, and lap dancing would still be banned. It's 

almost as if the mayor wants to create a Disneyfied version of the 

Barbary Coast.

In December, Nickels also got something of a wake-up call from voters. 

There were signature gatherers— nondancers—standing in the rain 

downtown wearing "Keep Seattle Sexy" signs. They collected 35,000 

petition signatures within one month to repeal the four-foot rule, more 

than twice the number required.

Let them Drink Microbrews!

On another front, nanny statists are trying to solve a real problem—too 

many street drunks, too many police calls—by restricting the rights of 

low-income residents.

Last month, the City Council approved what it calls "alcohol impact 

areas" in the Central District, Capitol Hill, Belltown, and the 

University District. As soon as the move is approved by the state's 

Liquor Control Board, these areas will join Pioneer Square in banning 

the sale of such staples of the drinking poor—those would be the 

homeless and low-income folks—as Olde English 800, Night Train, and 

Schlitz Malt Liquor.

The ordinance's language is clearly discriminatory, aimed at regulating 

a social class' ability to cop a cheap buzz. It specifies that any beer 

having an alcohol content over 5.7 percent (Budweiser and the like 

generally run 5 percent; malt liquors around 6 percent) and costing 

less than 4 cents per ounce cannot be sold in any establishment.

How's that discriminatory? If you can afford to pay more than 4 cents 

per fluid ounce for beer, then you can still walk into a grocery store, 

corner market, or bar and buy beer as strong as you like. On Capitol 

Hill, for example, QFC stocks winter ales such as Pyramid Brewing's 

Snow Cap and Maritime Pacific Brewing's Jolly Roger. Each has an 

alcohol content of about 8 percent, making them 33 percent stronger 

than what the poor are now allowed to buy in the same part of town. 

You'll pay $7 or more per six-pack for the privilege, which works out 

to about 10 cents per fluid ounce minimum. What's more, almost every 

bar on the Hill serves microbrewed imports along the same line. In the 

bar, those beers start at $3.50 for a pint, or about 22 cents per fluid 

ounce.

The mayor's office claims that the ban only covers 8 percent of the 

city. True, but it just happens to be where many of the city's 

low-income people live. Isn't this the kind of elitism and classism 

that earnest Seattle liberals always decry?

The lone council member to oppose the ban was Richard McIver, who 

argued that the move would simply push street drinkers into other parts 

of the city. Council members such as Nick Licata and Peter Steinbrueck 

said they recognized the inherent discrimination but instead sided with 

area homeowners.

Ceis says he understands the discrimination concern to a point.

"But I point out the other dynamic," he says. "We've got an industry 

designing products to exploit street alcoholics."

Nannyism's Poster Child

The big dog in the nanny trend is the smoking ban. Approved by voters 

in November, the ban tries to address secondhand smoke but has already 

led to a sinister, stigmatizing strain of nannyism that smacks of 

mission creep by public-health officials.

In this, the poster child is King County's Roger Valdez.

Tobacco czar: King County's Roger Valdez shows enthusiasm for enforcing 

smoking's new 25-foot rule.

Pete Kuhns

When Valdez and I finished our recent conversation (and full disclosure 

here, I am a smoker), I looked at notes from an interview I did with 

him last October, during the campaign for I-901, the smoking-ban 

initiative. At the time, the tobacco czar assured me that the 25-foot 

rule would be no problem, despite the claims of some business owners 

and citizens to the contrary.

"Only if smoke is going inside the establishment" would Valdez, a 

former smoker, bring the hammer down.

"The whole thing is to create clean indoor air, not in stopping people 

from smoking on the sidewalk. We aren't interested in going and writing 

tickets for a guy standing outside the door. That's what some people 

want the public to believe. They want you to believe we are extremists. 

That's baloney."

But Valdez has changed his tune. Earlier this month, he enthused about 

seeing clerks race out of their stores to shoo away smokers within 25 

feet of their business' doors, as if they had suddenly been deputized 

to police the sidewalk.

I asked Valdez if his crew of enforcers could take action against 

businesses that refused to enforce the 25-foot rule. He said they would 

if they received complaints from the public.

So what's the standard of proof that there is a violation?

"We don't have to prove anything," Valdez said. "If we get a complaint 

of smoke coming in from outside, you have to show by clear and 

convincing evidence that smoke isn't coming inside."

By Valdez's logic, the sketchiest complaint made to his department is 

sufficient evidence of a violation to trigger enforcement from the 

public-health department. Indeed, the department has already visited 

several local establishments to enforce the 25-foot rule.

And what's the objective standard that smoke is drifting into a 

business—you know, the kind of evidence that would stand up in court? 

Is it a nosy neighbor, a self-appointed hall monitor claiming that they 

smelled smoke in the vicinity of a coffeehouse?

"I don't know how they are going to show that," he said. Ever confident 

that all Seattleites will obey the 25-foot rule, Valdez predicted that 

such a case wouldn't hit the courts because everyone knows what the law 

means and knows "how to comply."

Two weeks ago, Valdez filed papers to fill the vacancy created when 

former City Council member Jim Compton stepped down last month. City 

Council members left him off the list of finalists Jan. 17.

Turning Smokers into Pariahs

It's a measure of how far-reaching the public-health community has 

gotten on secondhand smoke that the state now has a Web site and ad 

campaign instructing viewers to shun and discriminate against smokers.

Not that smokers are so popular these days. Last November, I-901 was 

approved by voters 63 percent to 37 percent, an electoral wipeout for 

nicotine junkies. Gov. Christine Gregoire gained political points from 

this kind of sentiment when, as the state's attorney general, she 

negotiated the so-called master settlement with Big Tobacco in the late 

1990s.

The state's new antismoking Web site, ashtraymouth.com, promotes the 

idea that smokers are just plain gross.

Last fall, as smoking-ban advocates campaigned for I-901, the state 

Department of Health rolled out an aggressive $2.1 million campaign 

targeting smoking and smokers. The campaign includes television ads, 

bus placards, billboards, and a Web site.

The ads feature a series of doll heads, each with something awful 

looking such as a dead rat or a dead fish in their mouths. "Kissing a 

smoker is just as gross," says the campaign's Web site, 

www.ashtraymouth.com. The campaign and Web site do not contain 

science-based information about hazards linked to smoking, as you might 

expect. Instead, they promote the idea that both smoking and smokers 

are just plain gross.

On the Web site, visitors are encouraged to play a virtual game. In it, 

one doll tosses items like rats at another doll, letting the rats 

explode on the target's body. After the game is over, a caption appears 

over the target's head. In one case, a caption read, "Hi. I'm as gross 

as a smoker." In another case, a caption said something even more 

aggressive.

"This tastes like $#@, but it's better than smoking," it reads. The 

phrasing clearly implies "shit."

Tim Church, communications director for the Department of Health, 

oversees the state's antismoking campaigns. "It's pretty in your face," 

he says of the campaign.

He defends the campaign, although he admits that the state has no 

science-based information to establish that a rat tastes the same as 

tobacco smoke. So why is the state encouraging nonsmokers to shun 

smokers and to avoid kissing them?

"We certainly do not want to encourage the shunning of any population," 

he says. "We don't want anyone to discriminate against another member 

of our society.

"It's not about the person, it's about the behavior. We're not saying 

smokers are gross. We couldn't do that."

Church says the Ashtraymouth campaign, comprising roughly 25 percent of 

$8 million a year in taxpayer monies spent by the department on 

antismoking messages, is targeted at adolescents and young teens. He 

admits that the campaign is seen by every age group, however.

Asked about the "shit" caption, Church said he was unaware of its 

presence. Seattle Weekly provided the department with a screen shot of 

the panel. Later that day, Church ordered the department's ad agency, 

Seattle's Sedgwick Rd., to remove the fecal caption. It's hard to 

understand how the campaign isn't encouraging shunning and 

discrimination, since the rhetoric and symbols of the campaign are 

plain for all to see. Going after the act of smoking while claiming you 

aren't after smokers is about like saying murder is a crime but you 

aren't implying that murderers are criminals.

"This is so bizarre," says Radley Balko, a policy analyst with the 

Washington, D.C.–based Cato Institute, after looking at the state's 

site. "It's beyond parody." Balko tracks nanny-state issues for the 

libertarian nonprofit.

In his opinion, the ad campaign clearly paints "smokers as being the 

dregs of society." Balko also says, "It just seems like an effort to 

make pariahs of smokers."

Another state antismoking Web site, unfilteredtv.com, instructs 

citizens on how to change smoking laws.

So what pushed the Department of Health to resort to bald-faced 

castigation?

Church says it's because the department found that smoking rates 

weren't dropping quickly enough, so the department and its ad agency 

conducted focus groups with youngsters. The youngsters told the 

department that its recent ads ("Tobacco Smokes You") weren't edgy 

enough and that kids had tuned them out.

I asked Church what kinds of youth were in the focus group helping the 

state decide where to take its ad campaigns.

"I don't want to stereotype kids," he said, but then he told me they 

had chosen kids presumed to be at high risk for bad behavior. "Are they 

getting bad grades? Do they have people smoking at home? Do they have 

tattoos already? We're looking for things that might be considered 

risky behavior, making them susceptible to other risky behavior."

I cannot wait to see the inevitable state ad campaign warning about the 

dangers of tattoos.

Last week, the state Department of Health began an even more aggressive 

ad campaign, dubbed "Take It Outside." In television commercials and 

radio spots, among other places, adult smokers will be advised by a 

state agency not to smoke inside their own residences. Church justifies 

it by saying that it's intended to protect children.

That sounds like the justification floated by conservatives when they 

want to censor free speech or ban gays from teaching: We must protect 

the children!

On another state Web site, www.unfilteredtv.com, the state instructs 

citizens how to change laws related to smoking. As a general rule, 

state agencies are not supposed to advocate for legal changes. That's 

the province of elected officials.

Church defends the department's approach.

"It's not about getting laws passed," he says. "We've got strong laws. 

It's about educating kids so they can make a difference if they want 

to, for instance, if they think a park should be made smoke-free."

Somewhere in Seattle, I sense an ad agency is drawing up a proposal for 

that media campaign already.

What About Secondhand Pot Smoke?

Nanny statism doesn't happen in a vacuum, of course. Voters approve 

laws like the smoking ban and vote party killers like Nickels and City 

Council member Jan Drago into office, as they did last fall.

You have to wonder what voters pay attention to, however.

Smoking-ban backers, for example, knew very well that businesses don't 

control the sidewalks in front of their establishments when they 

crafted I-901. They knew that there was a whole public right of 

way—namely sidewalks—where they proposed to pit neighbor against 

neighbor and business owner against customer in a weird urban test of 

wills.

Back in October, Nick Federici of the American Lung Association, a 

major backer of the ban, said he was mildly concerned over how voters 

would respond to the 25-foot rule in the initiative, but that 

smoking-ban advocates had voter data showing that they'd get the 

measure through on the "ick factor" alone. The ick factor is at the 

core of most nanny-state laws.

Strippers? Ick. Malt liquor? Double ick.

And ickiness was at the core of why hundreds of thousands of Washington 

smokers got voted out of bars and pretty much off the sidewalks by a 

bunch of soccer moms and their uptight husbands. How is it that a bunch 

of people who are in bed by 10 p.m., who go out maybe once a week, get 

to trump another's rights to drink whiskey and smoke cigarettes in a 

bar at midnight?

But those weren't the only moral scolds voting for I-901. Many of the 

votes for the measure came from people who also smoke marijuana and who 

two years ago voted to make marijuana enforcement the least priority of 

the Seattle police. I-75, as the measure was known, basically operated 

on this logic: "Dude, we know weed is illegal. But we like it and 

choose to smoke it. So we are going to tell law enforcement to not pay 

attention to state statutes and federal laws on pot. Just leave us 

alone in our private dwellings."

I only wish I were exaggerating about this electoral dynamic. In recent 

weeks, I have encountered many voters who say they smoke pot but voted 

for the smoking ban. Typical stoner logic.

But I wonder how these same people feel now that both the state and 

King County have made it clear that they don't believe anyone has a 

right to smoke in their own residences. Smoke is smoke, right?

Presumption is the Coin of the Realm

But, of course, the nannies are after presumed ickiness all over 

America these days. And public-health departments are rapidly turning 

away from their traditional mission of public education and bacteria 

control to become power brokers in civic life. They seek to regulate 

how restaurants prepare baked goods in New York City. Earlier this 

month, New Jersey banned all indoor smoking (except in the gambling 

mecca of Atlantic City), and Chicago's ban on smoking in bars and 

taverns took effect Jan. 16.

It's like a Mormon fell in love with a Baptist and the two gave birth 

to a public-health official.

In San Francisco, citizens and politicians are so caught up in an orgy 

of uplift that last November they banned gun ownership and are trying 

to ban tobacco smoking from all public parks.

What's stunning to me is how far the antitobacco forces have gotten on 

banning smoking in bars and outdoors with little scientific evidence of 

harm. Last fall, I asked I-901 backers and public-health officials if 

they had scientific data establishing the level of harm arising from 

secondhand smoke in bars or from smoking within 25 feet of an 

establishment's door. Each of them admitted they had no such data.

Instead, they responded by calling the ban a workers' rights issue and 

the 25-foot rule a presumed safe distance. That's a hell of a 

presumption, but in Seattle presumption is the coin of the realm, 

politically.

Let me be presumptuous in return. What gives people who think smoking 

is icky the right—hell, the nerve—to have their social preferences rule 

every establishment in the state, sidewalks included? Why did they want 

to hang out where I smoked if they didn't like smoking in the first 

place?

Some Seattleites, no doubt, think such measures as the smoking ban and 

the four-foot rule at strip clubs are necessary to prevent civic rot. 

But, if you are thoughtful about these things, you'll recognize that 

strip clubs, smoking in bars and in front of coffee shops, and kids 

listening to hip-hop and punk and raging with their friends line up 

nicely with Seattle's self-image as a progressive, inclusive 

world-class city.

Because Seattle claims to be a world-class city (just ask Greg 

Nickels), a hub of commerce and culture that will entice the "creative 

class" from around the world and make the city famous for far more than 

coffee, grunge rock, and buggy operating systems. But the way things 

are going, Seattle will indeed be famous—known far and wide as Salt 

Lake City on the Sound.

I lived in Salt Lake City for five years. You don't want to live there. 

It's not a fun place.

<#==#>

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=57305

ss video mistaken for carjacking  

By Mike Sakal, Tribune 

January 19, 2006 

A group of Desert Mountain High School students who simulated a carjacking using pellet guns — including one that looked like an M-16 assault rifle — found themselves staring into the muzzles of real guns when police showed up. 

The Scottsdale students were brandishing the guns for a criminology class video project. 

But a motorist driving past the scene in a parking garage Monday had no idea he wasn’t witnessing a crime, police said. 

The man, who was not identified by police, was passing the Desert Mountain Schools Credit Union at 8700 Northsight Blvd. about 1:25 p.m. when he saw the incident and called 911, said Scottsdale Sgt. Mark Clark. 

Eight Scottsdale officers responded to what they believed was a carjacking involving a Jaguar convertible, and ended the students’ production, Clark said. 

“After we found out what was going on, we stopped the students at the scene and told them of the dangers of doing something like this,” Clark said. “People who see these things think it’s very serious because these things really happen.” 

“Simulation of a felony” was an assignment given the students in a class taught by David Mietzner. 

The assignment was unsupervised and Mietzner wasn’t present when the students were surrounded by police, said Desert Mountain principal Greg Milbrandt. 

Police said at least two students were using Airsoft guns, a brand name for a type of hard pellet or paintball gun. 

Desert Mountain seniors T.J. Verdone and Wes Neal were among the students acting for the video, Mietzner said. 

Mietzner said police did the right thing, but thought the incident was being blown out of proportion and described the Airsoft guns as “toy guns.” School administrators weren’t reprimanding him or the students, Mietzner said. 

Clark said no students were charged in the incident. 

Mietzner said he has taught the class twice a year for the last four years and the students cover such topics as President John F. Kennedy’s assassination, the O.J. Simpson trial, Arizona criminal codes, or things teenagers commonly would get in trouble for. 

Then, at the end of the semester, the students are required to do a video project that involves a crime, he said. 

“Police did their job and they did the right thing,” Mietzner said. “When the kids do these projects, they are instructed not to do anything illegal and to stay out of sight.” 

Milbrandt said he believed police did the right thing and that the situation wasn’t potentially dangerous. 

“The biggest thing is that students are encouraged by the instructor to do these things in a private location where they won’t be caught,” Milbrandt said. 

“We have to make sure we instruct our students to conduct these things where it won’t cause unnecessary alarm.” 

Contact Mike Sakal by telephone at (480) 970-2324. 

<#==#>

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=57283

Two police cars stolen in Valley  

By Mike Branom, Tribune 

January 18, 2006 

Two Valley police cars were stolen Tuesday, and one still missing carries a cache of weapons and gear used by Phoenix SWAT teams. 

Phoenix authorities said an unmarked police vehicle assigned to the Tactical Support Bureau, Special Assignments Unit was stolen at 9:30 a.m. from a restaurant parking lot in the 1600 block of Grand Avenue. The car was locked with the keys in the officer’s pocket. 

The vehicle is a dark blue 2002 four-door Dodge Intrepid with dark tinted windows, and Arizona license plate 038-RPS. 

Phoenix officials refused to provide details on the missing items. 

But police spokesman Tony Morales said, "It will suffice to say that this is gear that gravely concerns us falling into the hands of street criminals." 

The other police car stolen Tuesday was in Mesa by a man who was running from police, police said. A 44-yearold man, Jerry Robert Cox, was arrested, police said. 

Police said the incident began at 1:07 p.m. in the 900 block of East University Drive when an officer tried to stop a speeding motorcycle ridden by Cox. 

He refused to pull over, then ditched the 1992 Yamaha in the 800 block of East Fourth Place, and ran, police said. Officers guided by Mesa’s police helicopter joined the pursuit. 

Cox found a police car unoccupied when the officer joined the chase, police said. 

He got in the vehicle and backed into a police car, then drove away, police said. 

The officer in the second car was taken to a hospital for precautionary measures. 

Cox hopped a curb and drove through a convenience store parking lot before crashing into a tree, police said. He was taken to a hospital after his arrest.

Contact Mike Branom by email, or phone (480) 898-6536 

<#==#>

george w bush the american emperor is above the law!!!

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0119abramoff-burns19.html

White House will not say who met with Abramoff 

William Douglas 

Knight Ridder Newspapers 

Jan. 19, 2006 12:00 AM 

WASHINGTON - For the second straight day, the White House refused Wednesday to say who among its staffers met with disgraced lobbyist Jack Abramoff or whom the recent convict was representing when he visited the executive mansion.

White House spokesman Scott McClellan, pressed to explain Abramoff's contacts with the Bush administration, said, "We're not going to engage in a fishing expedition" in the media.

"I know there's some that want to do that, but I don't see any reason to do so," McClellan said. "Well, I think that some people (are) insinuating things based on no evidence whatsoever." 

Several government ethics groups found the White House stance perplexing, saying nothing prevents the administration from disclosing the identities of meeting participants.

"There's a feeding frenzy for transparency and disclosure on Capitol Hill, and that's not a good way to start," said Roberta Baskin, the executive director of the Center for Public Integrity, a nonpartisan, non-profit watchdog group. "You can't plead national security. The public has a right to know."

Abramoff was a highflying Washington lobbyist and a huge contributor to Republican political campaigns until he pleaded guilty before a federal judge on Jan. 3 to one charge each of conspiracy to corrupt public officials, mail fraud and tax evasion. He gave only to fellow Republicans, but his clients contributed large donations to Republicans and Democrats.

He is now cooperating with prosecutors investigating corruption on Capitol Hill and in the Bush administration, and Republicans worry that public outrage over the spreading scandal could cost them control of Congress in November's elections.

Following Abramoff's guilty plea, lawmakers from both parties rushed to distance themselves from him and unload contributions from him. The Bush-Cheney campaign donated $6,000 that it had received from Abramoff to the American Heart Association, though it's keeping more than $100,000 that he raised for the campaign from other donors.

The White House went public about returning the $6,000, but has said little else about contacts between Abramoff and its staffers. McClellan acknowledged Tuesday that Abramoff and White House deputy chief of staff Karl Rove are casual friends largely because they both once headed the College Republicans.

<#==#>

this school nurse will get 10 to 24 years in prison for hugging a 13 year old boy! the criminal justice system is a evil monster!

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0119neschoolnurse.html

School nurse guilty of child molestation 

Michael Kiefer 

The Arizona Republic 

Jan. 19, 2006 12:00 AM 

SCOTTSDALE - A high school nurse accused of fondling a 13-year-old boy was found guilty of two counts of child molestation in Maricopa County Superior Court on Wednesday.

Courtney Bisbee, 35, faces 10 to 24 years in prison on each count when she is sentenced Feb. 17 in Judge Warren Granville's courtroom. 

She was found not guilty of two counts of public sexual indecency.

Bisbee waived her right to a jury trial, instead allowing the judge to pass his ver- dict.

Bisbee had a temporary position as a nurse at Horizon High School in Scottsdale. She was a single mother and also was looking after a teenage girl. Bisbee met the victim through the teenage girl's friendship with him.

Both the prosecutor and the defense attorney agree that Bisbee had three encounters with the boy. The first took place on Feb. 1, 2004, when, according to testimony from the victim and the other teens, the two kissed. 

The next day, Bisbee came for the boy at his middle school and took him to her home, an action that cost her job. Days later, again according to the teens, Bisbee and the boy fondled each other while under a blanket in the presence of other teens, which led to the charges. 

The father of one of the teens called police after he listened in on a phone call between Bisbee and the victim.

Deputy County Attorney Paul Kittredge said that Bisbee was the instigator of the touching. However, defense attorney Joel Thompson countered that the boy initiated the kissing and that an embarrassed Bisbee tried to make light of it. 

<#==#>

Sheriff Joe has made it easy for you to find out if you have a warrent for your arrest in Maricopa County and perhaps Arizona. Of course that bastard wants get you to snitch on your neighbors.

to use it go to

     http://www.mcso.org

and then click on:

     techno-cops

a direct link is:

     http://www.sheriffapb.org

another way to find out if you have a warrent out for your arrest is to try to buy a gun. and have them run the brady bill check on you. you dont have to buy the guy. but if they deny you the right to buy the gun you probably have a warrent out for your arrest.

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0119technocop.html

Arpaio mobilizing residents to assist in locating suspects 

Lindsey Collom 

The Arizona Republic 

Jan. 19, 2006 12:00 AM 

Ever wonder if your shady neighbor is on the lam? Maybe you're curious about how many people in your ZIP code have warrants for their arrest.

A Maricopa County Sheriff's Office Web site is giving citizens a chance to be Techno-Cops. 

On Wednesday, the agency unveiled an online database containing information on 30,000 people with warrants in Maricopa County. New warrants will be added daily.

There are no pictures, but users can run a search by name, address, ZIP code, criminal offense, gender or race, among others. The hope is citizens will use the database to pinpoint criminals and give authorities information leading to an arrest, Sheriff Joe Arpaio said. 

"Some people may say this is a new kind of community policing," Arpaio said. "Some might say, 'You want people to spy on their neighbors.' I don't like that word: spying. (I'm asking them to) keep their eyes and ears open . . . ."

"It's all geared to protecting the public."

The fugitives featured on Techno-Cops are wanted for various crimes, including homicide, sexual assault, DUI and drug offenses. The majority of all warrants, about 40 percent, were issued for failure to appear in court, Arpaio said.

There are 70,000 open warrants in Maricopa County. Arpaio said legal issues prohibit the Sheriff's Office from posting all of the warrants, many issued by grand juries, on the Web site. The agency is working with Maricopa County Superior Court officials to lift the restrictions.

In the meantime, Arpaio said he anticipates the public will use Techno-Cops, at least if the traffic on his Web site is an indication. He claimed www.mcso.org receives about 800,000 "hits" a day.

All fugitive information submitted to the Sheriff's Office would be verified.

Arpaio said anyone who knowingly submits false information is "going to jail." But what about those who report anonymously?

"I'm not giving up a program just because some jerk wants to play a joke on the sheriff," he added.

Reach the reporter at (602) 444-8557.

<#==#>

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0119terror-abuse19.html

U.S. has deliberate torture plan, group says 

Barry Schweid 

Associated Press 

Jan. 19, 2006 12:00 AM 

WASHINGTON - The Bush administration has a deliberate strategy of abusing terror suspects during interrogations, Human Rights Watch said Wednesday in its annual report on the treatment of people in more than 70 countries.

The rights group based its conclusions mostly on statements by senior administration officials in the past year and said President Bush's reassurances that the United States does not torture suspects were deceptive and rang hollow.

"In 2005, it became disturbingly clear that the abuse of detainees had become a deliberate, central part of the Bush administration's strategy of interrogating terrorist suspects," the report said.

On a trip to Europe last month, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice told foreign leaders that cruel and degrading interrogation methods were forbidden for all U.S. personnel at home and abroad. 

She provided little detail, however, about which practices were banned and other specifics.

White House spokesman Scott McClellan said Wednesday that he had only seen news accounts of the report, but he rejected its conclusions.

"It appears to be based more on a political agenda than facts," he said. 

"The United States does more than any country in the world to advance freedom and promote human rights. . . . The focus should be more on those who are violating human rights and denying people their human rights."

In a separate report, the organization strongly criticized three insurgent groups in Iraq - al-Qaida, Ansar al-Sunna and the Islamic Army - for targeting civilians with car bombs and suicide bombers in mosques, markets and bus stations.

However, the group said the abuses "took place in the context of the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq and the ensuing military occupation that resulted in tens of thousands of civilian deaths and sparked the emergence of insurgent groups."

Human Rights Watch has criticized the Bush administration's war against terrorism before, registering concern that abuses in the name of fighting terrorism were unjustified and counterproductive.

In other reports, the group has protested that the administration's promotion of democracy was applied narrowly and missed allies, such as Saudi Arabia and Pakistan, that were due criticism.

The latest report taking aim at the administration said that the president's repeated assurances that U.S. interrogators do not torture prisoners studiously avoid mentioning that international law prohibits cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment of prisoners.

The report said that Alberto Gonzales, while still the nominee to become attorney general, claimed in Senate testimony in January 2005 the power to use cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment as long as the prisoner was a non-American held outside the United States.

"Other governments obviously subject detainees to such treatment or worse, but they do so clandestinely," the report said. 

"The Bush administration is the only government in the world known to claim this power openly, as a matter of official policy, and to pretend that it is lawful."

Last fall, Gonzales submitted documents to the Senate Judiciary Committee saying "it is the policy of the administration to abide by" the relevant portion of the torture treaty overseas, "even if such compliance is not legally required."

In December, Bush bowed to congressional and international pressure and signed legislation sponsored by Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., to forbid harsh treatment of detainees. 

He did so after initially threatening to veto such legislation and after Vice President Dick Cheney unsuccessfully lobbied legislators to kill the measure or at least exempt the Central Intelligence Agency.

<#==#>

a great way to the the home phone numbers and addresses of cops :)

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0119calling19.html

New outcry targets practice of selling phone call records 

Peter Svensson 

Associated Press 

Jan. 19, 2006 12:00 AM 

Phone companies and federal lawmakers are demanding it be halted. The Federal Communications Commission is launching an investigation. The business of buying and selling private phone calling records is suddenly under considerable scrutiny.

The Internet, it turns out, has taken something old, a tool for monitoring cheating spouses or conniving business associates, and made it new again.

Last week, at least 40 Web sites were offering cellphone numbers, unlisted numbers and calling records. For $110 or so, they'd sell you a month's worth of cellphone calling records for any number, no questions asked.

Such records have been bought and sold for decades, prized by private investigators, lawyers and people in less legitimate professions.

Case in point: In 1998, Los Angeles' Police Department had a security problem. Suspected mobsters obtained home phone numbers and addresses of detectives. In a likely attempt at intimidation, one mobster showed up at an officer's home while he was at work, gave his name to the officer's wife and walked away.

The LAPD eventually determined that the officers' personal data came from a Denver firm, Touch Tone Information Inc., that used a technique known as "pretexting." Touch Tone workers would call up phone companies and records holders pretending to be regulators, customers or employees and get them to divulge account information.

The case stirred outrage. The Federal Trade Commission forced Touch Tone out of business, and its owner, James Rapp, spent a few months in jail. Robert Pitofsky, chairman of the FTC at the time, said, "This case should send a strong message to information brokers that the FTC will pursue firms that use false pretenses to profit at the expense of consumers' privacy."

Six years later, "pretexting" is again in the spotlight. According to reports this month, Chicago's Police Department has warned its officers that their cellphone records are available online. Illinois' attorney general subsequently subpoenaed Locatecell.com, a Web site that sells such records.

Locatecell.com, which is run by a company called 1st Source Information Specialist, was not reachable by phone and did not respond to an e-mail seeking comment.

But according to industry insiders, companies like it obtain their information from a relatively small group of professional pretexters.

The pretexters buttress their believability by buying such personal data as Social Security numbers from online database companies. Often a name, address and the last four digits of a person's Social Security number are all that is needed to obtain records.

Another route is to buy the information from insiders, like phone company employees.

So why didn't the Touch Tone case put such businesses out of business?

For one, the FTC went after Touch Tone not for snooping on the private lives of officers but for pretexting financial information from banks.

The Web sites that sell phone records these days claim they aren't doing anything illegal in obtaining them. They claim no specific prohibition exists against posing as someone else to obtain private information as long as the data are not financial. (After the Touch Tone case, Congress passed the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act of 1999, which specifically made financial pretexting illegal.)

In the absence of criminal prosecution, cellphone carriers have turned to civil litigation, with some success.

<#==#>

hmmmm.... even the pope knows that 'intelligent design' is a bunch of BS!!!!

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0119vatican-evolution19.html

Vatican paper decries 'intelligent design' 

Nicole Winfield 

Associated Press 

Jan. 19, 2006 12:00 AM 

VATICAN CITY - The Vatican newspaper has published an article saying that "intelligent design" is not science and that teaching it alongside evolutionary theory in classrooms only creates confusion.

The article in Tuesday's editions of L'Osservatore Romano was the latest in a series of interventions by Vatican officials, including the pope, on the issue that has dominated headlines in the United States.

The author, Fiorenzo Facchini, a professor of evolutionary biology at the University of Bologna, laid out the scientific rationale for Darwin's theory of evolution, saying that in the scientific world, biological evolution "represents the interpretative key of the history of life on Earth."

He lamented that certain American "creationists" had taken the debate back to the "dogmatic" 1800s and said that their arguments weren't science but ideology.

"This isn't how science is done," he wrote. "If the model proposed by Darwin is deemed insufficient, one should look for another, but it's not correct from a methodological point of view to take oneself away from the scientific field pretending to do science."

"(Intelligent design) doesn't belong to science, and the pretext that it be taught as a scientific theory alongside Darwin's explanation is unjustified," he wrote.

Supporters of intelligent design hold that some features of the universe and living things are so complex they must have been designed by a higher intelligence. Critics say intelligent design is merely creationism, a literal reading of the Bible's story of creation, camouflaged in scientific language, and say it does not belong in science curriculum.

Facchini said he recognizes that some Darwinian proponents erroneously assume that evolution explains everything.

"Better to recognize that the problem from the scientific point of view remains open," he said.

But he concluded, "In a vision that goes beyond the empirical horizon, we can say that we aren't men by chance or by necessity and that the human experience has a sense and a direction signaled by a superior design."

<#==#>

isnt it amazing the ways government goons can find to micromanage our lives and waste the tax dollars they steal from us.

http://www.lsj.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060118/NEWS04/601180331/1005/opinion
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Eastpointe squirrel lover agrees to feeding limits

Associated Press 

EASTPOINTE - A woman who has sparred for years with local officials over her insistence on feeding squirrels has agreed to limits on her activity.

Luminita Marinas pleaded no contest Monday in Eastpointe's 38th District Court to charges of littering and failing to use a proper feeding receptacle. She avoided a fine but received six months' probation.

Marinas agreed to give squirrels no more than 8 ounces of nuts once a day at each of four locations. She also must clean up any shells within 24 hours of putting them out.

If Marinas complies with the agreement, the case against her will be dropped, The Detroit News said.

A no-contest plea is not an admission of guilt but is treated as a conviction for sentencing purposes. The charge carried a possible penalty of 90 days in jail or a $500 fine.

"I'm OK with it," Marinas told Judge Norene Redmond during Monday's hearing.

Defense lawyer Karen Lemke told the judge that Marinas "fully intends to live up to the agreement."

"It's an agreement similar to the one the city and (Marinas) had before with a couple of minor changes," the city's lawyer, Richard Albright, told the judge.

Marinas, who operates a gift shop, first clashed with Eastpointe officials about four years ago for feeding squirrels.

In 2002, she and the city worked out a deal that required her to pay a $250 fine and receive probation.

The deal, which expired in 2003, restricted her to putting out a small pile of peanuts in designated areas for squirrels once a day.

The Monday hearing stemmed from a complaint lodged against Marinas by a woman who said the peanut shells caused a health and safety hazard, court records say.

Redmond suggested that Marinas pick four trees at each of her designated locations to feed the squirrels.

"That way, animal control knows it's you and you don't get blamed for anyone else's mess," the judge said.

After the hearing, Albright said he was happy with the deal.

"I think it accomplishes what the city was looking for," he said. "No one is saying she can't feed the squirrels. Now we can ensure that she cleans up after."

http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060117/METRO/601170352/1003
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Squirrel lover to curb handouts

Court says Eastpointe woman can put out an 8-ounce cup of nuts once a day at four locations.

Charles E. Ramirez / The Detroit News

David Coates / The Detroit News

Attorney Karen Lemke, right, told the judge Monday that Luminita Marinas "fully intends to live up to the agreement."  See full image

The squirrel deal

Luminita Marinas pleaded no contest to litter control Monday and agreed to some restrictions for feeding the bushy-tailed animals. 

Highlights of what she consented to in her plea agreement: 

Six months of probation. 

She can only feed squirrels in four locations, including two municipal parks: John F. Kennedy Park, at Stephens and Schroeder; Spindler Park, 19400 Stephens at Interstate 94; the median of Kelly Road in front of Marina's town house complex near 10 Mile; and behind her business, Lumination, which is on Nine Mile east of Kelly. 

She can put out no more than 8 ounces of nuts for squirrels at each designated location. 

She must clean up and remove any and all shells or other by-products from the nuts she set out for squirrels within 24 hours. 

Sources: City of Eastpointe and 38th District Court in Eastpointe 

EASTPOINTE --Squirrels in Eastpointe won't have to go hungry this winter, after all.

But the woman who has become locally famous for keeping her bushy-tailed friends in nuts will have to follow some strict rules from now on, although she won't have to shell out any fine money.

Luminita Marinas pleaded no contest in a pretrial hearing Monday in 38th District Court in Eastpointe to charges of littering and failing to use a proper feeding receptacle.

She agreed to a set of specific rules for feeding the critters. She is on probation for six months.

Under the deal, Marinas is allowed to give squirrels an 8-ounce cup of nuts once a day at four locations.

In addition, she's required to clean up any shells or other by-products from the nuts she feeds to the animals within 24 hours of putting them out.

If Marinas complies with the agreement, the charge against her will be dropped.

The agreement ends the most recent skirmish between the city of Eastpointe and Marinas over her habit of setting out peanuts for squirrels in her neighborhood.

"It's an agreement similar to the one the city and (Marinas) had before with a couple of minor changes," attorney Richard Albright told Judge Norene Redmond during Monday's hearing. Albright represented the city in the case.

The move allowed Marinas to avoid a trial. It also allowed her to avoid a potential maximum sentence of either a $500 fine or 90 days in jail.

"I'm OK with it," she told Redmond on Monday.

Her attorney, Karen Lemke, also told the judge that Marinas "fully intends to live up to the agreement."

Marinas, who sells crystals, incense and angelic bric-a-brac at her gift shop on Nine Mile in Eastpointe, first ran afoul of city officials about four years ago for feeding squirrels.

In 2002, she and the city worked out a deal that required her to pay a $250 fine and probation. Under the arrangement, which expired in 2003, she also was restricted to putting out a small pile of peanuts in designated areas for squirrels only once a day.

The Monday hearing stemmed from a complaint lodged against Marinas in September by a Clinton Township woman.

The woman -- whose mother lives near the complex -- alleged in her complaint to Eastpointe police that the shells from the peanuts Marinas was putting in the public right of way near a driveway of her townhouse complex on Kelly Road near 10 Mile caused a health and safety hazard, according to court records.

She also said she was concerned for the safety of children who attend a middle school nearby.

Police officers later found 300 to 400 peanut shells on the ground between the sidewalk and the street just south of the southern driveway for Cavalier Manor, the townhouse complex where Marinas lives, according to court documents.

Marinas, who has never gone to trial for indulging squirrels, maintained that she didn't break any law and continued to abide by her 2002 agreement with the city. She also accused city officials of bullying her.

Officials denied the allegation.

Redmond accepted the plea agreement and suggested that Marinas pick four trees at each of her designated locations to feed her furry friends. "That way animal control knows it's you and you don't get blamed for anyone else's mess," she said.

After the hearing, Albright said he was pleased with the agreement.

"I'm happy with it, and I think it accomplishes what the city was looking for," he said. "No one is saying she can't feed the squirrels. Now we can ensure that she cleans up after."

Marinas had no comment, but gave The News a handwritten copy of two Bible passages and said that's all she was going to say about the case.

One of the passages was from Ephesians 6:10-18, which refers to "The Armor of God" -- how God protects those who believe in him against the Devil's wiles and "against the authorities and the powers of this dark world.&#8194;…"

The other was from Galatians 5:13-15, which calls on people to "Love your neighbor as yourself" and proclaims that "If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other."

You can reach Charles E. Ramirez at (586) 468-2905 or cramirez@detnews.com.

http://www.upi.com/NewsTrack/view.php?StoryID=20060117-055427-6619r

Woman agrees to limit squirrel feeding

EASTPOINTE, Mich., Jan. 17 (UPI) -- A Michigan woman has agreed to limit her food donations to the local squirrel population. 

Luminita Marinas of Eastpointe pleaded no contest Monday to charges of littering and failing to use a proper feeder, the Detroit News reported. Her plea agreement includes the provision that she can put out no more than eight ounces of feed per day at each of four locations. 

Marinas wound up in court after a woman whose mother lives near her said that her habit of putting out large quantities of peanuts led to hundreds of shells scattered on the street and sidewalk. She faced a similar complaint four years ago. 

Judge Norene Redmond suggested that Marinas pick four trees as her feeding sites and let local police and animal control officers know which ones they are. 

"That way animal control knows it's you, and you don't get blamed for anyone else's mess," she told Marinas.

<#==#>

dont these government buerocrats have any real work to do. maybe some bank robbers they could chase down intead of shaking down people that sell cereal to kids!!!!

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0119junkfood19.html

Suit to aim at Kellogg, Nickelodeon 

Libby Quaid 

Associated Press 

Jan. 19, 2006 12:00 AM 

WASHINGTON - Advocacy groups and parents are suing the Nickelodeon TV network and cerealmaker Kellogg Co. in an effort to stop junk-food marketing to kids.

The plaintiffs are citing a recent report documenting the influence of marketing on what children eat. Ads aimed at kids are mostly for high-calorie, low-nutrition food and drinks, according to the government-chartered Institute of Medicine.

The plaintiffs intend to sue Kellogg and Nickelodeon parent Viacom Inc. in state court in Massachusetts and served the required 30 days' notice on Wednesday.

Nickelodeon spokesman Dan Martinsen said the kids cable network has been a leader in helping kids and their families be more active and healthier and has pushed advertisers for more balance in their offerings.

Kellogg spokeswoman Jill Saletta said the company is proud of its contributions to healthful diets and will keep educating people about good nutrition and exercise.

<#==#>
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VIN SUPRYNOWICZ: I'm stickin' with the union 

Let's start a union.

Oh, I have my differences with modern organized labor. They've long since abandoned George Meany's sensible advice to remain nonpartisan, instead aligning themselves with the freakiest, most far-left "progressive" social agenda, whether or not it benefits or is even supported by most of their members.

Modern organized labor (see "schoolteachers") actually opposes the righteous desire of good workers to be rewarded for their superior work, instead insisting on a "one-size-fits-all" wage formula that damages overall productivity by forcing the hardest and most creative and effective workers (hereinafter referred to as "suckers") to carry the load for slackers who get paid the same, anyway.

Worst of all is the current trend to concentrate on unionizing government workers.

In a competitive free market, union demands are naturally curbed by the threat of corporate bankruptcy. But government faces no such risk, having no natural predator.

If the police union sets its price too high, am I free to inform the local cops that I no longer need their services; that instead of paying taxes to support them I'm going to buy my police protection from a competing force which I believe will better serve my needs for less? Of course not.

Despite all this, though, the underlying premise of unionization still makes sense -- and is still guaranteed under the right to free association. A group, working together, can get a better deal for everyone, than if each individual is stuck negotiating for himself. 

That said, I hereby invite organized labor to undertake an enterprise far more useful than any they've been up to lately: launch the International Brotherhood of Drug War Victims.

What's the sales pitch for joining and -- in the case of those who can afford it -- paying sizable dues into our new war chest?

Simple: Our freedom-hating, pain-loving War on Drugs depends on the tactic of "overcharging," and then offering attractive deals -- reduced charges, easier sentences -- in exchange for guilty pleas. Fewer than 5 percent of all drug cases ever go to trial.

Again, the drug war depends on this -- if every drug arrest led to a trial, the courts would be so swamped that some defendants couldn't be scheduled for trial dates for many years into the future. Their attorneys could then win complete dismissal of all charges based on the violation of the constitutional right to a speedy trial.

So all members of our new union need to do is this: Agree to demand a jury trial. No plea bargains -- no guilty pleas, ever. Otherwise, please don't join.

Today, no individual defense attorney can in good conscience advise any individual defendant not to take the deal. But all the drug war defendants have to do is sign up and agree that -- once an arbitrary number of drug defendants estimated to be 25 percent of all those currently charged have signed on -- a "D-Day" will be announced, and all brother members will immediately demand jury trials. Furthermore, they will advise their attorneys not to stipulate or agree to any delay in a trial date, even if the prosecutor choked to death on a chicken bone last night.

Union brothers will instruct their counsel to file for dismissal based on denial of a speedy trial on the 181st day, and keep filing, and publicize these filings with dramatic courthouse-step press conferences. Invite Amnesty International and the International Red Cross to participate. Mention what percentage of these defendants, being held without trial, are black or Hispanic. Mention it constantly.

What will the Fearless Drug Warriors do? Even with only 25 percent of drug defendants joining up and participating, trials that can now be started within a year will have to be scheduled at least three years into the future. The Drug Warriors will have no choice but to prosecute their "worst" cases first, turning at least two thirds of all drug defendants loose.

And once additional drug war defendants see this starting to happen, and proceed to sign up and demand their jury trials, those scheduled trials will start to stretch four, five, six years into the future. The freedom-hating thugs will be swamped!

Furthermore, our counsel will move to eliminate voir dire in all drug cases -- we want juries randomly selected, including potheads in tie-dye and former drug war victims who have already "paid their debt to society" -- random juries informed they have a right to judge the law as well as the facts of the case, just as the founders intended and specifically said.

Of course, the tyrant's hand-picked and desperate black-robed monkeys will angrily deny all such motions.

Which is where those sizeable union dues come into play. The families of these first victims of the predictable wave of "payback" prosecutions will be handsomely compensated out of the union "strike fund" for any hardships encountered while their loved ones are in jail ... though I doubt the extra-long sentences with which they're threatened will hold up for long.

Why? Because those sentences -- and the likely contempt citations issued against any defense attorney discovered to be working with our new IBDWV -- will constitute illegal retaliation for union organizing under the National Labor Relations Act!

Any judge trying to play "hardball" with our members or their counsel can be turned in to the NLRB, and such sentences appealed as "cruel and unusual" based on their own long habit of knocking down charges in exchange for plea bargains.

What do you say, guys? Just send this abstainer your Honorary Membership Card Number One.

Cause I'm ... stickin' with the union.

Vin Suprynowicz is the Review-Journal's assistant editorial page editor.

<#==#>

we are the government and we can do anything we want!!!!! F*ck the constitution!!!!

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0120terror-eavesdrop20.html

Justice Dept. defends spying 

Says Constitution gives Bush power

Carol D. Leonnig 

Washington Post 

Jan. 20, 2006 12:00 AM 

WASHINGTON - The Bush administration argued Thursday that the president has inherent war powers under the Constitution to order warrantless eavesdropping on the international calls and e-mails of U.S. citizens and others in this country. 

The Justice Department's analysis also claims that if a 1978 law that requires warrants for domestic eavesdropping is interpreted as blocking the president's powers to protect the country in a time of war, its constitutionality is doubtful and the president's authority supersedes it.

Intelligence and national security law experts have concluded that the president overstepped his authority, and that the 1978 Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act specifically prohibits such domestic surveillance without a warrant.

The justifications were laid out in a 40-page white paper sent to Congress by Attorney General Alberto Gonzales on Thursday. The administration has offered many of the same arguments verbally in defending the program since its existence was disclosed last month.

For example, Gonzales asserted that the president's power to protect the country with surveillance was reaffirmed when Congress passed a 2001 resolution that authorized the president to use military force against al-Qaida and to deter terrorist attacks.

"The program was designed to be protective of civil liberties," said Steven Bradbury, acting assistant attorney general for the Office of Legal Counsel. "It's not a blank check that says the president can do whatever he wants." 

Bradbury said the president has a special role and duty to take whatever military action is needed to counter attacks on the United States, and those actions necessarily include intercepting telecommunications and e-mail.

"When it comes to responding to external threats to the country ... the government would like to have a single executive who could act nimbly and agilely," Bradbury said.

The Justice Department document was issued as the administration continued to contend with criticism of the eavesdropping program, which is operated by the National Security Agency. Democratic members of Congress plan to hold hearings starting today on the classified program, which began shortly after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Arlen Specter, R-Pa., has also announced plans to hold hearings.

In the past two weeks, the nonpartisan Congressional Research Service has released two reports suggesting legal flaws in the program. One analysis concluded that the warrantless surveillance effort directly conflicts with Congress's intentions in passing the 1978 law. It also found that the rest of the administration's legal justifications were "not as well-grounded" as the administration asserted.

A CRS report released Tuesday said the administration appears to have violated a national security law by failing to brief the full House and Senate intelligence committees on the program in 2001. The administration limited its briefings instead to the two most senior members on each committee.

Also Tuesday, the American Civil Liberties Union and the Center for Constitutional Rights filed separate lawsuits challenging the program. The groups assert that President Bush exceeded his power, violated the privacy rights of American citizens and broke the FISA law when he authorized the program to find out if al-Qaida cells were plotting inside the United States.

<#==#>

this isnt anything NEW. bin laden has said this for years!!!! he even said it before the 9/11 attacks. and it is a lession that amerika needs to learn. terrorism will not stop until US stops meddling in the affairs of the arab states, and until the US stops financing Israel with money which Israel uses to attack the arabs.

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0120osama20.html

Bin Laden offers 'truce' 

Experts: Message meant to convey power

Howard LaFranchi and Faye Bowers Christian Science Monitor 

Christian Science Monitor 

Jan. 20, 2006 12:00 AM 

WASHINGTON - A new audiotape of Osama bin Laden is designed to counter Western intelligence speculation that the al-Qaida leader has been cornered or killed, terrorism experts say. And to raise jitters that America's most wanted is still planning terrorist attacks.

"It proves two things," said Michael Scheuer, former head of the CIA's bin Laden unit. "He's not dead. And despite all the things we say about him being isolated and alone, he can clearly dominate the international media when he wants to."

The voice of bin Laden was heard for the first time in more than a year Thursday, saying new attacks in the United States are being prepared but offering a "long-term" truce if U.S. forces withdraw from Iraq and Afghanistan.

Addressing the American public on an audiotape delivered to the Al-Jazeera television network, the al-Qaida leader notes anti-war sentiment in the United States and says that a withdrawal would allow the opposing sides in the conflicts to "enjoy security and stability."

As in the past, he also is believed to be sending a message as much to the Muslim world as to the United States.

In a brief audiotape aired Thursday on Arab TV, the speaker scoffs at claims that U.S. anti-terrorism measures are the reason no more attacks have hit the United States since Sept. 11, 2001. Instead, he says, further attacks are in preparation and "you will see them in your houses as soon as they are complete, God willing."

In a new twist, the speaker refers to rising U.S. public opinion against the war in Iraq and says, "We have no objection to responding to this with a long-term truce." In an April 2004 tape, bin Laden offered Europe a truce, a move some analysts saw as an effort to exploit a divide among Western allies over Iraq and anti-terrorist measures.

In the same way, bin Laden may be trying to take advantage of what he sees as divisions in the United States, although some analysts caution against reading more into the latest tape than a basic desire to reaffirm that he is alive and well.

"He's saying that whatever measures we've taken, they have not affected him," said Judith Yaphe, a former CIA Middle East analyst. "He's got to reassure people that he's alive and well."

Experts in South Asia, where bin Laden is assumed to remain in hiding, agree.

"There has been this long discussion in the media: Is Osama bin Laden alive, is he dead, why hasn't he spoken, et cetera? So this is probably a reaction to that," said Ahmed Rashid, author of The Taliban and a longtime observer of jihadist groups.

Of course, if the voice on the tape does turn out to be confirmed as bin Laden's, it does not necessarily prove that bin Laden is unaffected by United States and other counterterrorism measures aimed at him and other al-Qaida operatives.

"It's extremely easy for him to get a message out like this," said Scheuer, the former U.S. intelligence analyst. "It can be delivered from anywhere in the world" but still appear as though he is doing just fine. On a tape, he added, "a pup tent can be made to look like a palace."

Still, the tape holds particular messages, both to the United States, in the form of an offered "truce," and to the Muslim world, Scheuer said.

The truce offer is not unlike the overture bin Laden made to Europeans in 2004, he said. "The Madrid bombings came first in March 2004. Then he offered the truce, and then there were the London bombings," Scheuer said. "So I think we have to take him at his word here."

But then there is his message to Muslims. One goal is probably to reconfirm bin Laden's standing as a leader.

"This says, 'I am the equal of George Bush,' " Yaphe said, in the sense of a global player able to make a decision with global impact.

Other experts agree, adding that whatever al-Qaida leaders may be trying to communicate to the United States, they first and foremost are speaking to the homefront.

"Their real message is meant for consumption by their followers and potential recruits," said Brian Jenkins, a terrorism expert at the Rand Corp. "It says, Number 1, Osama bin Laden is still in charge. By his communications, by him saying he has been busy preparing operations ... his offer of a truce. All of these are an assertion of leadership."

Beyond that, Jenkins added, "It says he is in operational control," something that has been debated among analysts. "What bin Laden is saying here is not only is he the leader, but that he also runs operations."

Scheuer said the truce offer "is perfectly consonant with Islamic history."

"Muslim leaders from the Prophet to Saladin were ready to make a temporary truce with the infidels if they thought it would benefit Muslims," he said. In the tape, the speaker refers to a truce to allow a rebuilding in Iraq and Afghanistan. "What they would love, of course, is if we would just back out of Afghanistan and Iraq," Scheuer said, in part to allow the re-establishment of the Islamic caliphate to begin there.

"For the caliphate to be built, they have to have a political state from which to start," he said. "That's why al-Qaida valued the Taliban so much. Now, they view Iraq in the way they viewed Afghanistan."

Washington Post contributed to this article.

<#==#>

while i know kyrstin is a vegan in her personal life i think the is a wolf in  her life as a legislature and LOVES to raise taxes. In Echo magazine which voted Kyrsten the woman of the year award they also said that Kyrsten also won the "Vladimir I Lenin" adward from Arizona Federation of Taxpayers. That award is given the the "most pro-big government legislator".

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0120political-insider20.html

Surviving at the Legislature among carnivores 

Jan. 20, 2006 12:00 AM 

But what is the trans fat level? During a session on eminent domain hosted by the Goldwater Institute, a citizen rose to complain about government takings of private land. The problem with giving government this power, he said, is that all takings look good. Sort of like Marty, the lion in the movie Madgascar, whose friends all start looking like steaks once he gets a little hungry. So how, he asked, can we train government to not see everything as a steak and stick to a vegetarian diet?

Rep. Krysten Sinema, D-Phoenix, jumped to answer that question.

"You asked the right question," she said. "I am a vegetarian. A vegan, in fact." 

The rest of her answer, Insider is sad to report, was lost as we pondered how this meat-deprived Democrat survives while surrounded by red-meat Republicans.

- Mary Jo Pitzl 

<#==#>

Google tells jackbooted white house thugs to f*ck off!!! But Microsoft and Yahoo bend over all tell the feds to shove it in as hard and deep as they want to.

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0120google20.html

Google clashes with feds on searches 

Michael Liedtke 

Associated Press 

Jan. 20, 2006 12:00 AM 

SAN FRANCISCO - Google Inc. is rebuffing the Bush administration's demand for a peek at what millions of people have been looking up on the Internet's leading search engine, a request that underscores the potential for online databases to become tools for government surveillance.

Mountain View, Calif.-based Google has refused to comply with a White House subpoena first issued last summer, prompting U.S. Attorney General Alberto Gonzales this week to ask a federal judge in San Jose for an order to hand over the requested records.

The government wants a list of all requests entered into Google's search engine during an unspecified single week, a breakdown that could conceivably span tens of millions of queries. In addition, it seeks 1 million randomly selected Web addresses from various Google databases.

In court papers that the San Jose Mercury News reported on after seeing them Wednesday, the Bush administration depicts the information as vital in its effort to restore online child protection laws that have been struck down by the U.S. Supreme Court.

Yahoo Inc., which runs the Internet's second-most-used search engine behind Google, confirmed Thursday that it had complied with a similar government subpoena.

Although the government says it isn't seeking any data that ties personal information to search requests, the subpoena still raises serious privacy concerns, experts said. Those worries have been magnified by recent revelations that the White House authorized eavesdropping on civilian communications after the Sept. 11 attacks without obtaining court approval.

The content of search requests sometimes contain information about the person making the query.

For instance, it's not unusual for search requests to include names, medical profiles or Social Security information, said Pam Dixon, executive director for the World Privacy Forum.

"This is exactly the kind of thing we have been worrying about with search engines for some time," Dixon said. "Google should be commended for fighting this."

Every other search engine served similar subpoenas by the Bush administration has complied so far, according to court documents. The cooperating search engines weren't identified.

Sunnyvale, Calif.-based Yahoo stressed that it didn't reveal any personal information. Microsoft Corp. MSN, the No. 3 search engine, declined to say whether it even received a similar subpoena. 

"MSN works closely with law enforcement officials worldwide to assist them when requested," the company said in a statement.

As the Internet's dominant search engine, Google has built up a storehouse of information that "makes it a very attractive target for law enforcement," said Chris Hoofnagle, senior counsel for the Electronic Privacy Information Center.

The Department of Justice argues that Google's cooperation is essential to simulate how people navigate the Web.

Obtaining the subpoenaed information from Google "would assist the government in its efforts to understand the behavior of current Web users, (and) to estimate how often Web users encounter harmful-to-minors material in the course of their searches," the Justice Department wrote in a brief filed Wednesday

Google, whose motto when it went public in 2004 was "do no evil," contends that submitting to the subpoena would represent a betrayal to its users.

<#==#>
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Man gets $756,900 for wrongful conviction 

SAN DIEGO (AP) -- A man who spent nearly 21 years in prison for a toddler's death, now believed to have been an accident, was awarded $756,900 by a state compensation board - $100 for every day he spent in prison.

The payment awarded Thursday to Kenneth Marsh was the largest the Victim Compensation and Government Claims Board has offered for a wrongful conviction, a board spokeswoman said.

"Nothing can make up for the time I spent in prison unless they gave me 21 years back," Marsh said after the hearing. Though he said an apology from San Bernardino County District Attorney Michael Ramos, a member of the board, "goes a long way."

Marsh, now 50, was convicted of second-degree murder in the 1983 death of his girlfriend's son, 3-year-old Philip Buell. Marsh had refused a plea deal, maintaining that the boy fell from a couch and hit his head on the fireplace hearth. Prosecutors argued that Marsh beat the boy.

In 2004, the San Diego district attorney asked for a new trial and later dropped the case when a doctor raised doubt about Marsh's guilt. Marsh was released from prison that year and married Philip's mother.

Doctors retained by Marsh's attorneys believe the drug mannitol, which was administered by physicians at Children's Hospital to treat the head injury, was a "substantial factor" in the boy's death.

Marsh has filed a $50 million federal lawsuit against doctors at the hospital and a coroner's investigator, alleging they conspired to "cover up" alleged medical malpractice that contributed to the boy's death.

The lawsuit alleges the drug exacerbated the bleeding and swelling in Philip's brain after he fell in his home. Philip, who had an undiagnosed blood disorder, had been stabilized at Alvarado Hospital before being transported to Children's Hospital and given mannitol, according to Marsh's attorney, Donnie Cox.

Lawyers for the defendants named in the lawsuit deny all allegations. One hospital attorney called the allegations "far-fetched" in a motion to dismiss the lawsuit.

The compensation board's award still must be approved by the state Legislature, board spokeswoman Fran Clader said Friday. Lawmakers are expected to vote to allocate the money, which Marsh would receive later this year, she said.

<#==#>

a  half a billion dollar high tech failure by homeland security that has a 99% failure rate!

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0121border-sensors.html

Sensors along border wasting agents' time 

Less than 1% of alerts lead to captures 

Mike Madden 

Republic Washington Bureau 

Jan. 21, 2006 12:00 AM 

WASHINGTON - U.S. Border Patrol agents are forced to waste time responding to alerts from sensors tripped by animals and passing trains instead of the illegal border crossers and drug smugglers they are designed to catch, a government audit says.

Less than 1 percent of the alerts lead to arrests, but officials maintain the technology still has value.

"Despite claims that (the Integrated Surveillance Intelligence System) prevents (Office of Border Patrol) agents from having to respond to false alarms, the analysis indicates that OBP agents are spending many hours investigating legitimate activities, primarily because sensors cannot differentiate between illegal activity and legitimate events," according to the report by the Department of Homeland Security's Office of Inspector General. advertisement   

Millions spent on system 

The government has spent more than $429 million since 1997 on technology systems designed to help secure the border, and Homeland Security officials are preparing to solicit bids from private contractors sometime this year for a new $2.5 billion system.

A spokesman for U.S. Customs and Border Protection, the agency that oversees the Border Patrol, did not return a call for comment on the audit.

In a response attached to the audit, the agency's acting commissioner, Deborah Spero, said the Bush administration agreed with the report's recommendation to find ways to measure how the technology helps agents. 

But officials objected to its "negative" tone.

Critics outside government and several internal reports have raised questions about how the money for technology has been spent and whether all the equipment works the way it is supposed to. 

A study last year found incomplete installation, shoddy equipment, poor management and inflated costs for installing cameras along the Southwestern border.

Patrol investigation 

In the audit, released in mid-December, investigators looked at every alert generated by remote sensors, cameras and observation by people during five 24-hour periods last April and May in three Border Patrol sectors in the Southwest: Tucson, and El Paso and Laredo, Texas, and three along the Canadian border.

The sensors, which are hidden or buried along major smuggling routes near the border, detect seismic vibrations triggered when something passes by. 

They cost $3,500 each. Remote cameras, which can scan the area near sensors, aren't set up to automatically look at a sensor that sets off an alert, so Border Patrol technicians must point cameras at them manually.

Comparing sensors 

On the Mexican border, sensors sounded 29,710 alerts, one every 44 seconds, on average. Agents couldn't even determine what caused the alerts 62 percent of the time, either because technicians didn't pass information on to a field agent fast enough, because no agent was available to investigate it, or because it took agents too long to reach the sensor. 

With sensors deployed in remote locations in the desert, response times can vary depending on how far away the nearest Border Patrol station is.

Of the incidents agents investigated, 90 percent were caused by something other than illegal activity, like a passing car, a train or an animal. Only 252 incidents, less than 1 percent of all the sensor alerts, led agents to apprehend people crossing the border illegally.

Auditors said it was possible some of the alerts agents couldn't investigate were triggered by illegal activity. But, they said, that was unlikely because of the high rate of false alarms in cases with known causes.

The results on the Canadian border weren't much better, with false alarms generating 92 percent of the 2,077 alerts by sensors.

Border cameras at work 

In the Southwest, cameras performed better, with 57 percent of the 155 incidents captured on video in the Southwest leading to apprehensions, and only 1 percent turning out to be a false alarm. 

Likewise, of the 780 observations by people, whether vehicle stops, aerial observation, Border Patrol surveillance or citizen tips, 49 percent led to apprehensions, though 40 percent were false alarms.

Homeland Security officials say the technology helps secure the border by pointing agents to trouble spots, letting the Border Patrol cover more ground with fewer people. 

But the report said more agents and technicians should be added to respond to computerized alerts.

Investigators also found that there wasn't any way to judge whether the sensors make the Border Patrol more effective and recommended that officials develop standards to evaluate the system.

"Sensors have always been just one arrow in the quiver, one tool that the Border Patrol has," said Rep. Jim Kolbe, R-Ariz., whose Tucson district runs along the border. 

"It's still a tool that helps. If it actually hinders, we better look fairly seriously at it."

Border Patrol agents get used to chasing down false leads as part of the job, said T.J. Bonner, president of the National Border Patrol Council, the union representing about 10,000 agents in the field. 

Bonner said he once was sent to investigate alerts triggered by a sensor placed on a railroad track in the desert, which contracted at night when temperatures plunged, rattling the sensor as if something had moved nearby.

The technology can be useful but shouldn't be relied on too heavily, he said.

"You know that something's moving around there. It could be a cow, it could be a coyote, not the two-legged variety, or it could be people," Bonner said. 

"We're not Luddites, by any stretch of the imagination, but by the same token we recognize that it takes a human being to catch a human being."

'No silver bullet' 

Security technology experts said no piece of equipment, on its own, will stop illegal immigration.

"You can't just throw technology at a problem," said James Carafano, senior fellow for national security and homeland security at the Heritage Foundation, a conservative think tank in Washington, D.C.

"There is no silver bullet, there is no one single thing that you're going to do on the border in terms of technology that is going to solve your problems."

Reach the reporter at mmadden@gns.gannett.com or (202)906-8123.

<#==#>

the police state expands - you need ID to vote!
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Voter ID laws get tougher 

Casey Newton 

The Arizona Republic 

Jan. 21, 2006 12:00 AM 

With the March primary rapidly approaching, election officials across the state are scrambling to educate voters about the new identification requirements mandated by Proposition 200. 

County recorders, election directors and city clerks are meeting regularly to create media campaigns that will outline what voters need to bring to the polls when they vote. Their goal is simple: Prevent voters from being disenfranchised.

Maricopa County this week hired Phoenix public relations firm Topete/Stonefield to develop a campaign that will tell voters what kinds of identification they need to bring to the polls March 14. The county is spending $20,000 to hire the firm and will spend thousands more on print, television and radio advertisements.

The campaign is scheduled to kick off on Feb. 14, the anniversary of the day Arizona was admitted to the union.

"We're going to have to be very creative in a very short period of time, because March will be here before we know it," said Yvonne Reed, spokeswoman for the Maricopa County Recorder's Office. "You have to understand that the voter has been accustomed all these years to going to the polls and (just) saying, 'My name is.' We now have to get them to rethink how they will go to the polls."

The rethinking is necessary because of Proposition 200, a ballot measure approved in 2004 by 56 percent of voters. Among other provisions, the law requires voters to provide identification at the polls or be forced to cast a provisional ballot and, in most cases, show up in person at an election headquarters with proper ID within five business days.

For most of the state's 15 counties, March 14 will mark the first election since the law took effect.

The trick, election officials say, will be getting people to understand which forms of ID are valid.

Developing a strategy 

In Maricopa County, where 870,000 registered voters reside, officials plan to send voters two items they can use as identification: a voter registration card and a bright yellow card identifying their polling place.

Those cards, which should arrive about a week before the election, can be used as substitute forms of identification if the address on a voter's driver's license doesn't match the address on the voter rolls.

County officials hope these and other measures will reduce the number of provisional ballots that have to be cast.

'A lot of work' 

"The provisional (ballot) is a lot of work for us and it is very costly to handle," said Karen Osborne, Maricopa County elections director. "We're trying to make our work a little easier by getting everyone to bring their identification to the polls."

Coconino County is taking similar steps, creating informational pamphlets and mailing instructions to all registered voters. The county will hire an extra 80 workers during countywide elections just to help voters with their identifications.

"It's going to be hard," said Candy Owens, Coconino County recorder, who would be unable to vote using the ID in her purse. (Her driver's license has an old address.)

In addition to county efforts, individual jurisdictions are working on voter education throughout the state. In Maricopa County, Chandler, Gilbert, Tempe and Scottsdale have been meeting to discuss strategy.

Scottsdale City Clerk Carolyn Jagger said Proposition 200 prompted the city to change its policy on mailing out candidate brochures. This year, Scottsdale will send the brochures to all 131,961 Scottsdale voters, even when there are multiple voters living at the same address.

Jagger hopes voters will scrutinize the part of the brochure that details the ID requirements. The brochure itself can be used as one form of ID, she said.

"The most important thing in my mind is that we don't disenfranchise voters," Jagger said. "The voters voted for this, so it's now become our responsibility to do the best job we can to make it easy for people to comply and still exercise their right to vote."

Education pays off 

Election officials agree that education is their best chance to prevent long lines and much confusion at the polls in March.

"It's going to be paramount," said Brad Nelson, president of the Election Officials of Arizona. 

There's evidence that officials' efforts will pay off.

In November, Apache County held elections for the Concho School District and Greer Fire District. It was the county's first election subject to the Proposition 200 rules.

No problems arose 

After a campaign that included community presentations, news stories and mailers to each registered voter, the election was held without problems, said Penny Pew, county recorder.

Although fewer than 500 ballots were cast, an optional questionnaire showed widespread satisfaction with the county's outreach effort. Asked whether they had been adequately informed of the new requirements, 96 percent of voters said yes, Pew said.

But elsewhere in the state, county officials remain worried that certain populations will find trouble at the polls.

"We're still very concerned about that, because there's a large group of elderly people out there and a large group of young adults out there who don't have the ID requirements," said Ana Wayman-Trujillo, Yavapai County recorder.

Last year, Yavapai County adopted an ordinance that will make all elections not mandated to have a polling place take place by mail.

Start of a trend? 

That could be the start of a move toward all-mail voting in the state, said Nelson, who in addition to being president of the Election Officials of Arizona is Pima County elections director. Mail elections are not subject to the Proposition 200 requirements.

"I can say without many reservations that a lot of problems or potential problems could be solved by more and more elections going to all-mail," he said.

In the 2004 general election, 48 percent of Arizona ballots were cast outside of a polling place. By 2008, Nelson said, the majority of ballots will be cast outside of a polling place.

<#==#>

privatizing the police - its something that should be done!

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0122privatesecurity.html

Private security guards play key roles post-9/11 

Dennis Wagner 

The Arizona Republic 

Jan. 22, 2006 12:00 AM 

Forget the image of the pot-bellied security guard, asleep with a newspaper in his lap and doughnut crumbs on his chin.

Post-Sept. 11, the old rental cop in many cases has been replaced by security officers who are screened, licensed, trained and equipped better than their quaint predecessors.

Homeland defense experts, such as former FBI Deputy Director Weldon Kennedy, say the enhanced professionalism is critical because the private-security industry defends more than three-fourths of the nation's most likely terrorism targets.

"The great majority of critical infrastructure in the United States is not protected by sworn law officers," said Kennedy, now vice chairman of New York-based Guardsmark LLC, one of the world's largest security companies. "You name any industry, and you're going to find private security is protecting it. And I don't believe the public is really aware of that."

Private officers are defending power plants, oil refineries, financial centers, computer systems, dams, malls, railroad lines and other prospective terrorism targets. They are responsible for millions of lives and billions of dollars in assets. And they are most likely to be first on the scene in major disasters.

In Arizona, they protect dams on the Salt River, patrol the fence at Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport, defend Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Plant and stand guard at banks and Circle K's.

Bob Brown, vice president of an Arizona security company and former deputy director of aviation at Sky Harbor, said 9/11 transformed homeland defense and the security business with it. 

"When that tragic event happened, a lot of people had to do some soul-searching," Brown said. "The government can't do it all. They need private security."

As a result, security firms today are consolidating, specializing and becoming more professional, and their employees are better screened and equipped to combat attacks, said Gregory A. Thomas, a senior manager at Columbia University's National Center for Disaster Preparedness. 

"It's an evolving process," added Thomas, author of Freedom From Fear, a terrorism readiness guide. "It used to be a square-badge industry, and some guards didn't meet the mark . . . . It's not like that anymore. The importance of their role has resulted in a crackdown on those who think they can sit around and do nothing."

It's a big business 

Worldwide, private-security company revenues have been estimated at $100 billion by the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute. The institute, which studies issues involving worldwide security, estimates the industry income will double by 2010. 

The Fredonia Group, a business research company based in Ohio, projects the international growth rate at 7.7 percent annually through 2008.

The nation's security companies employ 1.5 million people and spend $52 billion per year, compared with public police agencies that have 600,000 workers and spend $30 billion,according to James Pastor, author of The Privatization of Police in America. 

Because government officers are more expensive, Pastor sees private guards rapidly absorbing roles once held by public peace officers, protecting stores and neighborhoods. 

Proponents say the free- enterprise system often works better and at a lower price for taxpayers. Critics argue that government officers are better equipped to serve the public and are more accountable.

"There are two bottom-line principles: money and fear," Pastor said. "Where is the dividing line between the appropriateness of government and of private security? It's becoming blurred." 

Changes over the years 

Despite the industry's crucial role in defending against terror, the 9/11 commission, a government group that reviewed America's readiness and response to al-Qaida attacks, took only a sidelong glance last year at the role of rental cops in its 567-page report.

"Because 85 percent of our nation's critical infrastructure is controlled not by the government but by the private sector, private-sector civilians are likely to be the first responders in any future catastrophe," the commission acknowledged. Yet there was no follow-up or evaluation of whether the industry is ready or properly regulated.

Congress paid a bit more attention, conducting hearings about questionable industry standards. Four years ago, Arizona and 31 other states had laws governing security companies. Today, only 10 states have no restrictions, allowing guards to be employed without background checks or training. 

Kennedy and other experts said the industry, with a combined 2 million private guards and corporate security officers, has undergone a quiet, dramatic metamorphosis.

Federal crime computers are screening guard applicants. The Department of Homeland Security has begun certifying security-guard companies for certain duties. Private agencies are cutting manpower costs with an array of robots, aerial surveillance drones, computer systems and transponders that detect trespassers with biochemical sensors.

Even before 9/11, international conglomerates had begun swallowing some of the best-known security agencies in the United States. The Swedish firm Securitas bought out Pinkerton and Burns International. Group 4 Securicor, based in Denmark, absorbed Wackenhut. 

At the same time, terrorism convinced security providers and consumers that quality can be more important than price when it comes to saving lives and property. 

"You get what you pay for," notes Joe Ricci, executive director of the National Association of Security Companies, "If you want somebody to baby-sit your children, are you going to do a reverse auction and take the lowest bidder on that?" 

Many companies promote themselves by boasting about employee background checks, pay and benefits. They've launched niche marketing strategies, creating specialist security divisions with guards who are trained to defend particular targets. And they're hiring government experts.

Working together 

Brown, now with Phoenix-based AT Systems Security Inc., said his company recently formed an aviation branch with guards who get extra training in skyjacking tactics, the terrorist mentality, airport design, aviation law and incident response.

The company already defends the tarmac at Sky Harbor. It's also developing corporate branches with expertise in protecting harbors, transit systems, military bases and other industries. 

"All of those need specialized, private security," Brown said. "It's not an either or. It's got to be a partnership, a joint venture between government and private industry." 

Brown and others said cooperation between the public and private sector is a vital part of industry change. As rental guards have become more professional, terrorism investigators are turning to their counterparts in free enterprise much as local police officers rely on Neighborhood Watch.

One example: The Arizona Counter-Terrorism Intelligence Center recently created a training and information-sharing program for about 19,000 security officers who are employed by 201 private companies statewide. ACTIC is a central command for FBI anti-terrorism agents working with state and local law enforcement specialists. 

"We started looking at our state and how we could protect it," said Detective Todd Parentau, who oversees the program. "We thought, 'Wow, what a resource! They are the eyes and ears. We'll train them on what to look for and how to report it.' "

Arizona Department of Public Safety Lt. Larry Burns said that system could not have worked five years ago because security agencies were allowed to hire employees for six months before background checks were completed. He said an audit revealed that 43 percent of the private guards in Arizona were not qualified for licensing, mostly because of criminal records.

But the state Legislature erased that loophole in 2002 and established minimum training requirements for licensing and for armed rental cops. Today, state officials are recruiting private guards as a second tier of terrorism watchdogs, complete with shared intelligence and an alert system for specific threats. 

Ten private agencies signed up at an initial meeting, and Parentau said others are clamoring to join because they see the promotional benefit to promoting themselves as part of the state's counter-terrorism campaign.

But an industry marked by consolidation and automation also faces a major marketplace quandary: trying to do the security job correctly even as companies engage in bidding contests for contracts that force them to scrimp on manpower, training and overall quality.

When earnings plummet, some corporate executives see the security budget as an easy place to reduce costs. Kennedy, who spent 34 years with the FBI and once served as special agent in charge for Arizona, said some are deceived by the fact that al-Qaida has not launched a successful attack in the United States since 2001.

"Our concern in private security is we are seeing more and more complacency creep in," Kennedy said. "Some are beginning to question the commitment they've made, and are pulling back to cut costs."

Reach the reporter at dennis .wagner@arizonarepublic.com or (602) 444-8874.

<#==#>

hmmm..... is this a way to sneak people into a country with out a passport???? 

Then there's customs. A little-touted beauty of cruising is never having to go through customs. You surrender your passport to the cruise ship, and just glide in and out of countries with your ship-issued, bar-coded ID card.

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/travel/articles/0122cruising0122.html

Reluctant ship passenger undergoes a sea change 

Anne Chalfant 

Knight Ridder Newspapers 

Jan. 22, 2006 12:00 AM 

This once was my list of why I would never cruise:

1. I would hate sitting at a dinner table with strangers.

2. I would get claustrophobia stuck on the same boat for 10 days.

3. Hey! I'm an independent, self-sufficient traveler. Don't mollycoddle me.

Ahem. Three cruises later, how do I now love cruising? Let me count the ways.

Let's see, I love unpacking my bag once and not repacking it for a week or more.

I love being able to put all my energy into exploring a new city, and skipping the planes, trains, automobiles. Oh, and again the suitcase - no schlepping.

Then there's customs. A little-touted beauty of cruising is never having to go through customs. You surrender your passport to the cruise ship, and just glide in and out of countries with your ship-issued, bar-coded ID card.

Woo-hoo! 

As for claustrophobia, not a problem on the bigger cruise ships, designed with large, central open atriums with a library, bar, espresso stops and more hoopla, depending on the ship. Staterooms are hardly a squeeze these days, either.

As for dinner with strangers, sometimes I put on my happy face and meet and greet. But I also like other dining options: casual buffet around the pool, room service at no extra cost.

As for that independent-traveler bit, what a lot of rot. Being a great explorer is exhausting. If you really want time to poke around in the Hermitage in St. Petersburg, Russia, plus other Baltic ports, take a cruise. You can pack more geography into one week than the maze of planes, trains and automobiles could cover in two.

It's true that a cruise doesn't give you true immersion in a culture. It's more like a Whitman's Sampler of countries. See something you like, return someday for a bigger bite.

And some cruise lines have clout. I love the fact that the Hermitage opened two hours early for my Radisson Seven Seas ship. And the Guggenheim gave the same cruise line an equal nod, opening for the ship's passengers on a closed Monday.

Oh, am I getting to the mollycoddled part already?

Frankly, life is short. If I can have quiet time with some of the world's greatest art, and be greeted with a glass of Champagne when I reboard my ship, it turns out I really don't mind the feeling of royal blood running through my veins after all.

<#==#>
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Belafonte slams 'Gestapo' tactics of administration 

Verena Dobnik 

Associated Press 

Jan. 22, 2006 12:00 AM 

NEW YORK - Entertainer Harry Belafonte, one of the Bush administration's harshest critics, compared the Homeland Security Department with the Nazi Gestapo on Saturday and attacked the president as a liar.

"We've come to this dark time in which the new Gestapo of Homeland Security lurks here, where citizens are having their rights suspended," Belafonte said in a speech at the Arts Presenters Members Conference.

"You can be arrested and not charged. You can be arrested and have no right to counsel". 

Belafonte's remarks Saturday, part of a 45-minute speech on the role of the arts in a politically changing world, were greeted with a roaring standing ovation from an audience that included singer Peter Yarrow of the folk group Peter, Paul and Mary, and members of the arts community from several dozen countries.

Messages seeking comments from Homeland Security and White House officials were not immediately returned.

He had called President Bush "the greatest terrorist in the world" during a trip to Venezuela two weeks ago. Belafonte, 78, made that comment after a meeting with Venezuelan leader Hugo Chavez.

The Harlem-born Belafonte, who was raised in Jamaica, said his activism was inspired by an impoverished mother "who imbued in me that we should never capitulate to oppression."

He acknowledged that the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks demanded a reaction by the United States but said the policies of the Bush administration were not the right response.

"Fascism is fascism. Terrorism is terrorism. Oppression is oppression," said Belafonte, who served in the U.S. Navy during World War II.

Bush, he said, rose to power "somewhat dubiously and ... then lies to the people of this nation, misleads them, misinstructs, and then sends off hundreds of thousands of our own boys and girls to a foreign land that has not aggressed against us."

<#==#>
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Group wants Souter to lose home in protest 

Kathy McCormack 

Associated Press 

Jan. 22, 2006 12:00 AM 

CONCORD, N.H. - Angered by a Supreme Court ruling that gave local governments more power to seize people's homes for economic development, a group of activists is trying to get one of the court's justices evicted from his own home.

The group, led by a California man, wants Justice David Souter's home seized to build an inn called the "Lost Liberty Hotel."

They submitted enough petition signatures, only 25 were needed, to bring the matter before voters in March. This weekend, they're descending on Souter's hometown, the central New Hampshire town of Weare, population 8,500, to rally for support.

"This is in the tradition of the Boston Tea Party and the Pine Tree Riot," organizer Logan Darrow Clements said, referring to the riot that took place during the winter of 1771-72, when colonists in Weare beat up officials appointed by King George III who fined them for logging white pines without approval.

"All we're trying to do is put an end to eminent-domain abuse," Clements said, by having those who advocate or facilitate it "live under it, so they understand why it needs to end."

Clements, of Los Angeles, said he's never tried to contact Souter, who voted for the decision.

"The justice doesn't have any comment about (the protesters' cause)," said Kathy Arberg, a Supreme Court spokeswoman.

The petition asks whether the town should take Souter's land for development as an inn; whether to set up a trust fund to accept donations for legal expenses; and whether to set up a second trust fund to accept donations to compensate Souter for taking his land.

The matter goes to voters March 14.

About 25 volunteers gathered at Weare Town Hall on Saturday before setting out in teams to go door to door. Clements gathered nine signatures in less than an hour, with only one resident declining to sign.

He also distributed copies of the Supreme Court's decision, Kelo vs. City of New London, to residents.

The court said New London, Conn., could seize homeowners' property to develop a hotel, convention center, office space and condominiums next to Pfizer Inc.'s new research headquarters.

The city argued that tax revenues and new jobs from the development would benefit the public. The Pfizer complex was built, but seven homeowners challenged the rest of the development in court. The Supreme Court's ruling against them prompted many states, including New Hampshire, to examine their eminent-domain laws.

Supporters of the hotel project planned a rally today at the town hall. Speakers were expected to include some of the New London residents who lost the Kelo suit.

<#==#>

these cops hunt down and arrest doctors who help sick people get rid of their pain!

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0122painkillers22.html

Assisted-suicide ruling may affect painkiller cases 

Doctors prescribed powerful drugs

Marc Kaufman 

Washington Post 

Jan. 22, 2006 12:00 AM 

WASHINGTON - Doctors who specialize in pain management and their advocates are hoping that last week's Supreme Court decision upholding Oregon's assisted-suicide law will boost their efforts to defend colleagues accused by the government of illegally prescribing narcotic painkillers to their patients.

With dozens of doctors, pharmacists and patients now in jail or awaiting imprisonment after being convicted of drug trafficking, the specialists and their attorneys say the Oregon ruling supports their contention that prosecutors have reached improperly into the state-regulated practice of medicine.

"The prosecutors have been making a policy argument in court against the treatment of chronic pain as it's being practiced, and this Supreme Court decision makes clear that is not their role," said Eli Stutsman, an Oregon attorney who represented a doctor and pharmacist in the case.

"Before I was just a lawyer with a legal analysis before the courts, but now I have a decision of the highest court of the land," he said.

Whether the Supreme Court decision will have any actual impact on how prosecutors or judges view the actions of doctors who regularly prescribe the powerful painkillers remains to be seen, and some doubt that much will change. Prosecutors have won convictions against many doctors accused of prescribing narcotic painkillers for no legitimate medical reason.

Radley Balko, a policy analyst with the Cato Institute, a conservative think tank, believes the government is being overly aggressive in prosecuting doctors. But he said he does not see the Supreme Court decision as threat to the government's initiative against what it considers illegal prescribing.

"The justices carved out this little sphere of individual rights with the Oregon ruling, and I would hope that would migrate into the pain-medication sphere," he said. "But I'm not all that optimistic because of other decisions they've made."

But John Flannery, attorney for a South Carolina doctor convicted in 2004 of illegally writing a handful of pain medication prescriptions after working at a pain center for only three months, said the decision has encouraged him about the prospects of a Supreme Court appeal of the case.

"The U.S. Supreme Court sent the Justice Department a powerful message, told them to back off, and to stop meddling in medical care in the states, as it was none of their business," he said. "We can only hope that the courts don't stop with (that) decision, as there's more that the department's doing wrong, terribly wrong."

Justice Department spokesman John Nowacki declined to address whether there is a linkage between the Oregon case and the prosecutions. 

In the prosecutions of pain doctors and some pharmacists who dispensed large amounts of narcotic painkillers, Nowacki added, "the government has brought criminal charges ... and it has been claimed that there was no legitimate medical purpose for the distribution of controlled substances."

The Justice Department and the Drug Enforcement Agency stepped up investigations and prosecutions after doctors began prescribing larger dosages of narcotic painkillers and the powerful new painkiller OxyContin became a widely abused narcotic in the late 1990s.

<#==#>

clinton - i did not have sex with that woman

bush - i do not know that man

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0123bush-abramoff23.html

Abramoff, Bush together in at least 6 photos 

Associated Press 

Jan. 23, 2006 12:00 AM 

WASHINGTON - Although President Bush says he doesn't recall meeting convicted lobbyist Jack Abramoff, the two have reportedly turned up in photos together.

Both Washingtonian and Time magazines have reported the existence of about a half-dozen photos showing the two together.

Time reported Sunday on its Web site that its staff members have seen at least six photos with Bush and Abramoff, who has pleaded guilty to federal charges stemming from his lobbying practices and has pledged to cooperate with investigators. The photos appeared to have been taken at White House functions, the reports say.

The White House has acknowledged that Abramoff has been at the Executive Mansion, and spokeswoman Dana Perino said Sunday that it is not surprising that the two would have met. "The president has taken tens upon thousands of pictures at such events," she said.

Abramoff met a few times with White House staff members and attended Hanukkah receptions in 2001 and 2002, the White House has said, but officials there have refused to disclose how many times he has been in the complex or what business he had there.

The White House has not released any photos of Bush and Abramoff, who was a Bush "pioneer" for raising at least $100,000 for the Bush-Cheney 2004 re-election bid.

Contributions from Abramoff, his wife and one of the American Indian tribes he represented, a total of $6,000, were donated to the American Heart Association by the campaign days after Abramoff entered his guilty pleas.

<#==#>

this is government double speak which means "we are going to shake down latinos and mexicans in maryvale". 

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0123phxtownhall23.html

Police step up enforcement in Maryvale 

Jacqueline Shoyeb 

Special for The Republic 

Jan. 23, 2006 12:00 AM 

PHOENIX - Police are beefing up law enforcement in Maryvale. 

For the next three months, police will target three high-crime areas in the Maryvale Precinct to reduce prostitution, vandalism and violent crimes. 

"We are going to put more bad guys in jail this year," Cmdr. Joe Yahner told about 25 residents at a village- wide Block Watch meeting earlier this month.

In the first two weeks of the program, police made 98 arrests, recovered 18 stolen cars and issued 333 traffic citations ranging from expired registration to suspended licenses.

That's good news to a community that last year reported a city-high total of 2,244 violent crimes, according to the Phoenix Police Department. South Mountain Village trailed with 1,751. And citywide, the violent-crime rate has increased 9.9 percent over the last year, Yahner said.

But residents like Carol Hobbs aren't about to let their community be overrun. In 14 years living in Maryvale, Hobbs, the president of the Phoenix Block Watch Advisory Board, has lived next to a drug house, heard gunfire and dealt with rampant graffiti. Police's main strategy to cut crime is focusing on three hot spots in 

Maryvale: 

• 39th Avenue to 47th Avenue, Thomas Road to McDowell Road.

• 47th Avenue to 55th Avenue, Campbell Avenue to Osborn Road.

• 63rd Avenue to 71st Avenue, Campbell Avenue to Osborn Road.

A version of this story may have appeared in your community section or your community Republic.

<#==#>

if the FDA didnt exist we could sell this stuff as a great form of sugar with out calaries. but in this case instead of helping us lead healthier lives the FDA is acting like a bunch of mafia thugs helping the folks that sell sugar shut down the competition 

http://www.azcentral.com/business/articles/0123stevia23.html

Herb sweetens family business 

Company's products based on Stevia

Betty Beard 

The Arizona Republic 

Jan. 23, 2006 12:00 AM 

Mesa resident Jim May's $10 million company got its start when he agreed to taste a suspicious-looking leaf from Paraguay in 1982.

May and his son, former legislator Steve May, say their Gilbert-based Wisdom Natural Brands Co. has 70 percent of the U.S. market for products based on a naturally sweet herb called Stevia.

Products, such as SweetLeaf Stevia Plus and the popular new flavored Stevia Clear liquids, have gone beyond health-food stores into mainstream groceries and are about to be tested in Wal-Mart stores.

Ironically, the products still can't be legally labeled or called what they are best known as: natural sweeteners.

From the first time he tasted a Stevia leaf, Jim May was impressed with its sweetness, which is said to be at least 30 times as sweet as sugar. He first thought he was being offered an illicit drug in 1982 when a man who had just returned from a stint with the Peace Corps in Paraguay showed him a cellophane bag with leaves in it.

He finally tasted a leaf and discovered that the longer it stayed in his mouth, the sweeter it became. May was so impressed with the Stevia herb that he invested his life savings to order more leaves and began selling Stevia-sweetened herb teas out of his garage in Phoenix. Steve May, then 10, became his stockboy.

The business kept growing and moved from the Mays' garage after five years into a Tempe building, a Mesa building and, finally last fall, into a building that the company built in a Gilbert industrial park.

Sales, too, have grown: $10 million a year.

The 21 employees at the Gilbert plant mostly handle sales and packing. Manufacturing is outsourced to other companies, including Herbally Yours Inc.

Wisdom's biggest obstacle is that the federal Food and Drug Administration allows Stevia products to be sold only as dietary or nutritional supplements and not food additives or sweeteners.

One of Wisdom's ads pokes fun at this by saying, "Don't sweeten . . . Supplement it!"

Because the Mays can't label or advertise their products as sweeteners, the company has captured just a fraction of the U.S. market for natural or artificial sweeteners that is dominated by Splenda, Equal and Sweet'N Low. 

"You wouldn't even see us as a blip on the radar screen," Jim May said.

The Mays say it would take millions of dollars and several years to finance the tests that FDA requires to prove Stevia's safety as a sweetener. They say that many tests have been done and that Stevia products have been used for centuries in Paraguay and Brazil and are widely used in Japan.

"The FDA approval process is two parts, science and politics. We have the science, but we have not mastered the politics," said Steve May, Wisdom's president.

Kimerly Rawlings, a spokeswoman for the FDA in Rockville, Md., said, "Any company that would like to have Stevia considered a sweetener would have to petition the FDA. They would have to provide necessary documentation to go along with it."

Meanwhile, she said it can just be marketed as a dietary supplement. "Because it's derived from a shrub, it's a natural product," she said.

Nevertheless, Wisdom's sales have been growing about 30 percent a year, mostly through word of mouth.

An ever-growing demand exists, Steve May said, "for all-natural, no-calorie sweeteners. And that is why we're seeing the success of Splenda."

Wisdom produces Stevia products, under its brand name SweetLeaf, in liquid and powder forms.

After three years of research, Steve May created Stevia Clear, a flavored liquid product that comes in six flavors. Soon, the company will introduce six more, including milk chocolate, dark chocolate, root beer and strawberry.

The "dietary supplements" can be used to flavor and sweeten water, milk, unsweetened yogurt and other foods. Just four drops are needed to flavor eight ounces of water. The Mays say their products are ideal for diabetics and dieters.

At the Whole Foods store in Tempe, Wisdom's SweetLeaf-branded products aren't placed with food products because of the FDA restriction. Customers looking for natural sweeteners with no calories, aspartame (Equal) or saccharin (Sweet'N Low) still manage to find them in the "whole body" section, said Steve Taylor, manager.

Terry Hughes, who is in charge of herbs and food supplements at Gentle Strength Cooperative in Tempe, said that the SweetLeaf products are "our Number 1 bestseller" compared with other Stevia products.

He said, "I think it is because they are a local company and they have been in business a long time. They advertised under the name Wisdom of the Ancients."

Steve May said SweetLeaf products also can be found at AJ's Purveyor of Fine Foods, Bashas', Fry's Food Stores and Safeway stores. He said Wal-Mart plans to test the products and representatives soon will try to interest Trader Joe's. 

Jim May, chief executive officer of Wisdom, is such a fan of Stevia that in 2003 he published the book The Miracle of Stevia, recounting his two decades of history with the herb and his recent research. He said it can be used for hypertension, low immunity, fatigue, burns, cuts and skin conditions.

The son and the father often are asked if Stevia is named for Steve May. The answer is no.

The name Stevia comes from Peter or Pedro James Esteve, a Spanish botany professor who helped introduce the herb to the world. It is known as Stevia rebaudiana Bertoni.

The name actually is pronounced "stay-veea." Because Americans are so used to pronouncing the name Steve, here, the herb's name usually is pronounced "steev-ea."

<#==#>

of course the bush administration doesnt allow the military to torture. but putting a sleeping bag over a mans head and sitting on his chest is not torture. but dont worry. this killer will be punished! probably with a tiny but gentle slap on the wrist!!!!

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0123iraq-suffocate23.html

Army interrogator found guilty in death 

John Sarche 

Associated Press 

Jan. 23, 2006 12:00 AM 

FORT CARSON, Colo. - An Army interrogator committed negligent homicide when he put a sleeping bag over an Iraqi general's head and sat on his chest as the man suffocated, a military jury found.

Attorneys for Chief Warrant Officer Lewis Welshofer Jr. said he believed the general had information that would "break the back of the whole insurgency" at a time when soldiers were being killed in an increasingly lethal and bold resistance.

But prosecutor Maj. Tiernan Dolan said Welshofer tortured Iraqi Maj. Gen. Abed Hamed Mowhoush at a detention camp in 2003, treating him "worse than you would treat a dog."

After six hours of deliberations, the panel of six Army officers spared Welshofer on the more serious charge of murder, which carries a potential life sentence, instead convicting him late Saturday of negligent homicide and negligent dereliction of duty. He was acquitted of assault.

Welshofer showed no reaction to the verdict. He could be dishonorably discharged and sentenced to a maximum of three years and three months in prison at a hearing today.

<#==#>
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Remove hidden data in Microsoft Word documents

Kim Komando - 1/16/2006

You probably e-mail business letters, resumes and personal documents as Word documents. But you may be telling people things that would make your hair curl. Unless you take extra steps, recipients of Word documents can easily see items deleted or modified.

For example, how about that letter you sent to Joe Jones? You first referred to him as a "sniveling creep." You changed that to "great guy." But Joe may know what you really think.

Hidden within that letter was your original wording. Microsoft Word dutifully saved it all. And Joe doesn't have to be a rocket scientist to find it.

Anybody who uses Word risks exposing sensitive information. Word inserts metadata (information about data) to help identify author names, document titles, keywords, print and save dates, and names of people who have reviewed and saved a document. Metadata can also spill the beans about your place of business: your company or organization's name, the name of the network server or hard drive on which the document is saved and any comments added.

Some of this data is easily seen in Word. And some can be viewed only by opening the document in a specialized program. Regardless, the data is there.

Metadata is useful when multiple people are working on one document. Let's say you create a document and send it to your boss for approval. You'll probably want to track changes made. 

However, it's could be disastrous if the information is discovered by others. Imagine submitting a business proposal with varying figures (written as comments) on "non-negotiable pricing." 

Don't be embarrassed if you've never considered this subject. Corporations with information technology departments run into this problem. The software company Bitform studied Word, Excel and PowerPoint files on the Web sites of several Fortune 100 companies. Bitform was able to identify thousands of user names from these documents. 

There are a number of ways to ensure that your personal or company data stays with you:

Turn off Fast Save. This feature speeds up saving a document by saving only changes made to a document. However, text that you delete from a document may still remain. Microsoft recommends turning off this feature to eliminate any chance of deleted text remaining in the document. Click Tools>>Options. Click the Save tab. Clear the "Allow fast saves" check box and click OK.

You can remove personal information from a document when you save it. In Word 2002/2003, click Tools>>Options. Click the Security tab. Under Privacy options, select "Remove personal information from file properties on save" and click OK. In Word 2000, click Tools>>Options. Select the User Information tab. Clear the information in Name, Initials and Mailing Address and click OK. 

Turn off the Track Changes tool. In Word 2002 and 2003, click Tools>>Track Changes. In Word 2000 and earlier versions, click Tools>>Track Changes>>Highlight Changes. Click to clear the check mark in the "Track Changes while editing" box. 

You can tell if the Track Changes feature has been successfully turned off by looking at the status bar (located at the bottom of every document). When Track Changes is enabled, TRK appears in the status bar. When Track Changes is disabled, TRK is dimmed.

Track Changes must be disabled before writing the document. Otherwise, any changes made will not be removed.

Finally, a free Microsoft tool removes hidden data from Word, Excel and PowerPoint. The Remove Hidden Data add-in tool ( http://snipurl.com/3osw ) will delete hidden text and comments from individual files or a batch of files at once.

<#==#>

To: lpaz-discuss@yahoogroups.com 

From: "John Buttrick - SUPCRTX" buttrick@superiorcourt.maricopa.gov

Date: Mon, 23 Jan 2006 17:35:03 -0700 

Subject: RE: [lpaz-discuss] nurse gets 10 to 24 years for hugging 13 year old boy 



The Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (4th 

edition). It is the Bible of definitions of mental disorders for shrinks.

-----Original Message-----

From: lpaz-discuss@yahoogroups.com 

[mailto:lpaz-discuss@yahoogroups.com] On Behalf Of mike ross

Sent: Monday, January 23, 2006 10:38 AM

To: lpaz-discuss@yahoogroups.com

Subject: RE: [lpaz-discuss] nurse gets 10 to 24 years for hugging 13 

year old boy

>DSM-IV

what is DSM-IV??

mike

--- John Buttrick - SUPCRTX <buttrick@superiorcourt.maricopa.gov> 

wrote:

> 

Why don't you guys use the DSM-IV when debating psychological 

issues 

> and the Arizona Revised Statutes when talking about legal issues? 

That 

> might help clarify your positions.

> 

------------------------------

The "sciences" that underlie modern psychology & psychiatry rely

largely on highly problematic theories of brain chemistry.  I would

refer anyone interested to the writings of Dr. Eliott Valenstein.  For

a taste of the controversy I enclose an article from CCHR:

Eric

http://www.cchr.org/index.cfm/6519

Experts Debunk DSM

The scientific validity of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of

Mental Disorders (DSM) has come under increasing attack from medical

professionals and scientific experts such as Herb Kutchins of

California State University and Stuart A. Kirk of UCLA, who found that

"…there is ample reason to conclude that the latest versions of DSM as

a clinical tool are unreliable and therefore of questionable validity

as a classification system."

Often tagged "junk science," according to an international poll of

mental health experts conducted in England in 2001, the DSM-IV was

voted one of the 10 worst psychiatric papers of the millennium.

The truth is when we try to fit psychiatry into the definition of a

true science, it fails the test. The lack of science behind the DSM

gives a clear idea of why it has earned such critics as the following

small sample. 

Loren Mosher, M.D., Clinical Professor of Psychiatry: "DSM-IV is the

fabrication upon which psychiatry seeks acceptance by medicine in

general. Insiders know it is more a political than scientific

document... DSM-IV has become a bible and a money making

bestseller—its major failings notwithstanding. It confines and defines

practice, some take it seriously, others more realistically." and, "It

is the way to get paid. Diagnostic reliability is easy to attain for

research projects. The issue is what do the categories tell us? Do

they in fact accurately represent the person with a problem? They

don't, and can't, because there are no external validating criteria

for psychiatric diagnoses. There is neither a blood test nor specific

anatomic lesions for any major psychiatric disorder." 

Margaret Hagen, author of Whores Of The Court, summarily dismisses the

DSM: "Given their farcical `empirical' procedures for arriving at new

disorders with their associated symptoms lists, where does the

American Psychiatric Association get off claiming a scientific,

research-based foundation for its diagnostic manual? This is nothing

more than science by decree. They say it is science, so it is." 

Dr. Thomas Dorman, internist and member of the Royal College of

Physicians of the United Kingdom: "In short, the whole business of

creating psychiatric categories of `disease', formalizing them with

consensus, and subsequently ascribing diagnostic codes to them, which

in turn leads to their use for insurance billing, is nothing but an

extended racket furnishing psychiatry a pseudo-scientific aura. The

perpetrators are, of course, feeding at the public trough."

Jeffrey A. Schaler, Ph.D.: The notion of scientific validity, though

not an act, is related to fraud. Validity refers to the extent to

which something represents or measures what it purports to represent

or measure. When diagnostic measures do not represent what they

purport to represent, we say that the measures lack validity. If a

business transaction or trade rested on such a lack of validity, we

might say that the lack of validity was instrumental in a commitment

of fraud. The Diagnostic and Statistical Manual (DSM-IV) published by

the American Psychiatric Association and used by licensed

psychotherapists throughout the country is notorious for low

scientific validity. Yet it is instrumental in securing insurance

reimbursement for psychotherapy services...."

Herb Kutchins of California State University, Sacramento, and Stuart

A. Kirk of the University of California, Los Angeles, authors of

Making Us Crazy: The Psychiatric Bible and the Creation of Mental

Disorders: "The developers of DSM assume that if a group of

psychiatrists agree on a list of atypical [new] behaviors, the

behaviors constitute a valid mental disorder. Using this approach,

creating mental disorders can become a parlor game in which clusters

of all kinds of behaviors (i.e. syndromes) can be added to the

manual." "…there is ample reason to conclude that the latest versions

of DSM as a clinical tool are unreliable and therefore of questionable

validity as a classification system." "There are indeed many illusions

about DSM and very strong needs among its developers to believe that

their dreams of scientific excellence and utility have come true…."

The "bitter medicine" is that DSM has "unsuccessfully attempted to

medicalize too many human troubles."

[DSM] "…cannot be used to distinguish mental disorders from other

human problems. In practical terms, this means that many people who do

not have any mental disorder (although they may have other

difficulties) will be inappropriately labeled as mentally ill and

those who have a mental disorder will not have it recognized…If the

unreliability of diagnosis were widely recognized and if there were no

scientific patina [surface appearance]" to it, "the use of everyday

behaviors as indicators of mental disorder would be more rigorously

questioned by the public. The illusion that psychiatrists are in

agreement when making diagnoses creates the appearance of a united

professional consensus."

Professor Edward Shorter, author of A History of Psychiatry: "Rather

than heading off into the brave new world of science, DSM-IV-style

psychiatry seemed in some ways to be heading out into the desert."

Thomas Szasz, M.D., Professor of Psychiatry Emeritus: The

Internationally renowned psychiatrist, Dr. Thomas Szasz, writes, "The

ostensible validity of DSM is reinforced by psychiatry's claim that

mental illnesses are brain diseases—a claim supposedly based on recent

discoveries in brain imaging techniques and pharmacological agents for

treatment. This is not true." He also says, "There is no blood or

other biological test to ascertain the presence of a mental illness,

as there is for most bodily diseases. If such a test were developed,

then the condition would cease to be a mental illness and would be

classified, instead, as a symptom of a bodily disease."

Dr. Sydney Walker, III, psychiatrist, neurologist:

"[The DSM] has led to the unnecessary drugging of millions of American

children who could be diagnosed, treated, and cured without the use of

toxic and potentially lethal medications." "The nonscientific approach

used to create DSM leads to irrational and constantly changing

diagnostic criteria: a patient might be perfectly normal according to

one version of DSM and mentally ill by the standards of the next. (For

instance, `narcissistic personality disorder'—used to describe vain

people who are self-centered and frequently take advantage of

others—was a DSM `diagnosis' until 1968. It was eliminated from the

version used between 1968 and 1980, when it was reinstated. Thus, a

self-centered, vain person was `mentally ill' before 1968, normal for

the next twelve years, and then `mentally ill' again after 1980.)"

Dr. Harold Pincus, Vice Chairman of the DSM-IV task force admitted,

"There has never been any criterion that psychiatric diagnoses require

a demonstrated biological etiology (cause)."

Paul R. McHugh, Professor of Psychiatry at Johns Hopkins University

School of Medicine and psychiatrist-in-chief at the Johns Hopkins

Hospital in Baltimore:

"... In the absence of validating conceptions like the six mechanisms

of disease in internal medicine, American psychiatry has turned to

"committees of experts" to define mental disorder. Membership on such

committees is a mater of one's reputation in the APA—which means that

those chosen can confidently be expected to manifest not only a

requisite degree of psychiatric competence but, perhaps more

crucially, some talent for diplomacy and self-promotion.

"The new DSM approach of using experts and descriptive criteria in

identifying psychiatric diseases has encouraged a productive industry.

If you can describe it, you can name it; and if you can name it, then

you can claim it exists as a distinct "entity" with, eventually, a

direct treatment tied to it. Proposals for new psychiatric disorders

have multiplied so feverishly that the DSM itself has grown from a

mere 119 pages in 1968 to 886 in the latest edition; a new and

enlarged edition, DSM-V, is already in the planning stages. Embedded

within these hundreds of pages are some categories...that are dubious,

in the sense that they are more like the normal responses of sensitive

people than psychiatric "entities"; and some that are purely the

inventions of their proponents." 

Paul Genova, M.D., writing in Psychiatric Times, said: the "DSM

diagnostic system has outlived its usefulness by about two decades. It

should be abandoned, not revised."

Psychiatrist Matthew Dumont: "The humility and the arrogance in the

prose are almost indistinguishable, frolicking like puppies at play.

They say: `...while this manual provides a classification of mental

disorder...no definition adequately specifies precise boundaries for

the concept...' [APA, 1987]...They go on to say: `...there is no

assumption that each mental disorder is a discrete entity with sharp

boundaries between it and other mental disorders or between it and no

mental disorder' [APA, 1987]." 

Psychologist Renee Garfinkel, a staff member of the American

Psychological Association, said of the DSM-III-R work group: "The low

level of intellectual effort was shocking. Diagnoses were developed by

majority vote on the level we would use to choose a restaurant. You

feel like Italian, I feel like Chinese, so let's go to a cafeteria.

Then it's typed into the computer." 

David Healy, psychiatrist, director of the North Wales Department of

Psychological Medicine and author of The Anti-Depressant Era: "There

must inevitably be a struggle, or a dialectical process, to determine

the meaning of physical symptoms and where the boundaries of health

and disease lie." 

J. Allan Hobson and Jonathan A. Leonard, authors of Out of Its Mind,

Psychiatry in Crisis, A Call For Reform: "...DSM-IV's authoritative

status and detailed nature tends to promote the idea that rote

diagnosis and pill-pushing are acceptable."

Psychiatrist Al Parides: DSM is "a masterpiece of political

maneuvering." He also observed that "what they have done is medicalize

many problems that don't have demonstrable, biological causes.

Elliot S. Valenstein, biopsychologist, author of Blaming the Brain:

"DSM-IV is not an exciting document. It is purely descriptive and

presents no new scientific insights or any theories about what causes

the many mental disorders it lists."

Lawrence Diller, M.D., author of Running on Ritalin: "…[The] search

for a biological marker is doomed from the outset because of the

contradictions and ambiguities of the diagnostic construct of ADHD as

defined by the DSM…I liken the efforts to discover a marker…to the

search for the Holy Grail."

-----------------------------------------

To: lpaz-discuss@yahoogroups.com 

From: "John Buttrick - SUPCRTX" buttrick@superiorcourt.maricopa.gov 

Date: Mon, 23 Jan 2006 18:10:36 -0700 

Subject: RE: [lpaz-discuss] DSM-IV R, etc. 



Whoa; I didn't mean to spark this debate. I was only

suggesting that the definitions of mental disorders set forth in the

DSM-IV are well known and easily referenced. When you are having a

discussion about mental disorders and the law I merely meant that one

could use those definitions to identify the terms we employ so loosely

in such discussions and could also be used to see if they match up with

the legal definitions. 

-----Original Message-----

From: lpaz-discuss@yahoogroups.com 

[mailto:lpaz-discuss@yahoogroups.com]

On Behalf Of eichraoren

Sent: Monday, January 23, 2006 5:58 PM

To: lpaz-discuss@yahoogroups.com

Subject: [lpaz-discuss] DSM-IV R, etc

-----------------------------------------

To: lpaz-discuss@yahoogroups.com 

From:  "eichraoren" <eichraoren@yahoo.com>  Add to Address Book  Add Mobile Alert 

Yahoo! DomainKeys has confirmed that this message was sent by yahoogroups.com. Learn more 

Date: Tue, 24 Jan 2006 01:25:23 -0000 

Subject: [lpaz-discuss] Re: DSM-IV R, etc. 

Dear John,

That the DSM has preferable utility in psychology similar to legal

references in law is true enough.  Butler Shaffer has often weighed in

on such utility on the legal side.  In the end (in both venues) it

comes down to who is more willing to believe a paralytic myth.

I for one would love to hear stories of cases (that you can discuss)

that have come across your desk where the legal & psychological claims

affect each other, and the rights and interests of the people and

institutions involved. 

Eric 

--- In lpaz-discuss@yahoogroups.com, "John Buttrick - SUPCRTX"

<buttrick@s...> wrote:

>

> 

Whoa; I didn't mean to spark this debate. I was only

> suggesting that the definitions of mental disorders set forth in the

> DSM-IV are well known and easily referenced. When you are having a

> discussion about mental disorders and the law I merely meant that one

> could use those definitions to identify the terms we employ so 

loosely

> in such discussions and could also be used to see if they match up 

with

> the legal definitions. 

> 

<#==#>

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0124bordermaps.html

Activists to provide migrants Ariz. maps 

Safe routes, stations for water included 

Chris Hawley 

Republic Mexico City Bureau 

Jan. 24, 2006 12:00 AM

MEXICO CITY - Mexico's human rights agency says it will give out detailed maps of the Arizona desert, including rescue beacons and water stations, to guide migrants safely through the most popular and deadliest corridor into the United States.

The maps were designed by a Tucson-based group, Humane Borders, which plans to hold a joint press conference today with the National Human Rights Commission in Mexico City to announce its strategy. 

The maps are the latest effort by activists to aid undocumented immigrants as they trek across the border, helping to fuel a raging debate over illegal immigration in Arizona and other parts of the United States. 

Two rights commission officials confirmed the quasi-governmental agency had agreed to print and distribute the maps through its state offices to reach Mexican migrants before they ever leave their hometowns. It has not decided how many copies to print or how much it will spend on the project, the officials told The Republic. 

They spoke on condition of anonymity pending the official announcement today. Officials in President Vicente Fox's office said Monday that they were unaware of the project and had no immediate comment. The Mexican Foreign Ministry said it would not be involved in distributing the maps. 

The plan's proponents say they are trying to prevent deaths, and they deny the maps encourage people to cross.

"This is good information, and it will save lives," said Rev. Robin Hoover, president of Humane Borders. 

But border-control advocates say they fear the maps could embolden people to make the trek. 

"I'm afraid that maps and water jugs do nothing but give illegal crossers false hope," Arizona Rep. J.D. Hayworth, a Republican, said in a written statement. "Either we convince potential crossers not to make the journey or, failing that, we stop them from crossing the border."

Last year, the Mexican government outraged border-control activists in the United States by publishing a comic book containing safety tips for illegal immigrants. Soon afterward, the southeastern state of Yucatán published its own guide containing detailed information on routes through the desert. 

Arizona has become the most traveled corridor for Mexicans trying to enter the United States illegally. Border Patrol agents in Arizona caught more than 577,000 undocumented migrants, most of them Mexicans, during the 2005 fiscal year. At least 279 immigrants attempting to cross the desert died during that time. 

Humane Borders has produced maps for each of the four main corridors through Arizona: Douglas, Lukeville, Sasabe and Nogales. 

The maps show mountains, roads, railroads and cities. Blue flags show where migrant-aid groups have left water tanks in the desert. Blue stars indicate Border Patrol rescue beacons where migrants can push a button to summon help. 

Black lines show how far a migrant can expect to get walking one, two or three days. 

The maps use red dots to show where migrants have died during the past four years. Humane Borders used data from the Border Patrol, medical examiners and other agencies to pinpoint each death. 

At the top of each map, a bar graph shows the number of deaths during each month of the year. At the bottom are several tips including: 

"Go with people you know and trust." 

"Don't cross the desert between May and August, because the temperatures are very high." 

"Bring enough water and food." 

"Know your route well and the distance well before starting." 

"Look for tanks of water in the desert that are marked with blue flags." 

Large letters say "Don't go! There's not enough water! It's not worth it!" 

Future versions of the maps will include circles showing cellular telephone coverage, Hoover said. 

In May, Humane Borders distributed a few maps in Sasabe, Sonora, just over the border in Mexico. But the group decided it needed to get the information farther south, to discourage potential migrants before they even leave their hometowns, Hoover said. 

The Human Rights Commission pledged its support in December. The agency is technically independent of the Mexican government, but it is funded by Mexican taxpayers and operates under a government charter.

The effort is supported by Pima County, partly as an attempt to help alleviate the expense of dealing with hundreds of corpses found in the desert, said Enrique Serna, a deputy county administrator who accompanied Hoover to Mexico. 

Pima County encompasses Tucson and some 115 miles of the Arizona-Mexico border.

Arizona Rep. Jim Kolbe, a Republican, said he supports the maps as a way of saving lives. But the best way of keeping migrants from dying in the desert is by helping Mexico create jobs and reforming U.S. laws to better manage migration, he said. 

"It's hard to disagree with giving information to your citizens to save their lives," Kolbe said. "Ideally, what I would prefer is that they hand out flyers saying {grave}You don't have to cross the desert because there are jobs in Mexico, and here is some job information.' But that isn't going to happen, because there aren't jobs in Mexico." 

Critics of the maps said they don't do enough to emphasize the dangers, or the illegality, of crossing the border. 

"If you want to tell people, {grave}Don't go,' then that's an entirely different handout. You don't give people a map," said Rick Oltman, western field director for the Federation for American Immigration Reform. 

<#==#>

president bush - the amerikan emperor!

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0124bush24.html

It's 'terrorist surveillance,' Bush says of spying in U.S. 

Jennifer Loven 

Associated Press 

Jan. 24, 2006 12:00 AM 

MANHATTAN, Kan. - President Bush pushed back Monday at critics of his once-secret domestic spying effort, saying it should be termed a "terrorist surveillance program" and contending it has the backing of legal experts, key lawmakers and the Supreme Court.

Several members of Congress from both parties have questioned whether the warrantless snooping is legal. That is because it bypasses a special federal court that, by law, must authorize eavesdropping on Americans and because Bush provided limited notification to only a few lawmakers.

"It's amazing that people say to me, 'Well, he's just breaking the law.' If I wanted to break the law, why was I briefing Congress?" Bush asked.

One of those who had been informed, Senate Intelligence Committee Chairman Pat Roberts, R-Kan., was sitting behind Bush during his appearance at Kansas State University.

Bush's remarks were part of an aggressive administration campaign to defend the 4-year-old program as a crucial and legal terror-fighting tool. The White House is trying to sell its side of the story before the Senate Judiciary Committee opens hearings on it in two weeks.

Back in Washington, Gen. Michael Hayden, a former National Security Agency director who is now the government's No. 2 intelligence official, contended the surveillance is narrowly targeted. He acknowledged that the program established a lower legal standard to eavesdrop on terror-related communications than a surveillance law implemented in 1978.

Under the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act, government officials had to prove to a secretive intelligence court that there was "probable cause" to believe that a person was tied to terrorism. Bush's program allows senior NSA officials to approve surveillance when there is "reason to believe" the call may involve al-Qaida and its affiliates.

Hayden maintained that the work is within the law. "The constitutional standard is reasonable. ... I am convinced that we are lawful because what it is we are doing is reasonable," he said at the National Press Club.

Democrats countered that many important questions remain.

"We can be strong and operate under the rule of law," said Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev. "These are not mutually exclusive principles. They are the principles upon which our nation was founded."

In his remarks, Bush said that allowing the NSA to monitor the international phone calls and e-mails of Americans with suspected ties to terrorists can hardly be considered "domestic spying."

"It's what I would call a terrorist surveillance program," Bush said at Kansas State. "If they're making a phone call in the United States, it seems like to me we want to know why."

He said he "had all kinds of lawyers review the process" to ensure it didn't violate civil liberties or the law.

And he insisted that a recent Supreme Court decision backs his contention that he had the authority to order the program through a resolution Congress passed after the 2001 terrorist attacks that lets him use force in the anti-terror fight.

"I'm not a lawyer, but I can tell you what it means: It means Congress gave me the authority to use necessary force to protect the American people, but it didn't prescribe the tactics," Bush said.

Bush and Hayden sought to paint the program as vital. "Had this program been in effect prior to 9/11, it is my professional judgment that we would have detected some of the al-Qaida operatives in the United States," Hayden said.

<#==#>

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0124priest24.html

Ex-priest charged in LA with 8 sex acts on child 

Staff and wire reports 

Jan. 24, 2006 12:00 AM 

LOS ANGELES - A former Roman Catholic priest who was arrested on his return from Asia last week was charged Monday with eight sex acts on a child.

Michael Stephen Baker made a brief court appearance but his arraignment was put off until Feb. 14. Superior Court Commissioner James Bianco set bail at $800,000.

The charges filed by the District Attorney's Office alleged eight acts of oral copulation involving a boy during seven months in 1994 and 1995.

But prosecutors also have alleged that other acts were committed over 11 years beginning in 1984, when the boy was 7, in locations including Mexico, Palm Springs, Calif., and Arizona.

Baker was removed from the priesthood by the Los Angeles Archdiocese in 2000.

In 2003, the District Attorney's Office charged Baker with 34 counts of molestation on six victims, but those charges were dismissed because of the U.S. Supreme Court's ruling that year involving the statute of limitations on child-abuse cases.

The new charges filed Monday fall during a time period not prohibited by the statute of limitations. 

The Phoenix Diocese also has had its share of allegations. 

More than a dozen Catholic priests in Phoenix have been accused, either in civil lawsuits or criminal complaints, in the nationwide sex-abuse scandal that erupted in 2001. 

<#==#>

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/E/EU_CIA_SECRET_PRISONS?SITE=AZMES&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT

Jan 24, 10:31 AM EST

Investigator: U.S. 'outsourced' torture 

By JAN SLIVA 

Associated Press Writer

STRASBOURG, France (AP) -- The head of a European investigation into alleged CIA secret prisons in Europe said Tuesday that evidence pointed to the existence of a system of "outsourcing" of torture by the United States, and that it was highly likely European governments were aware of it.

But Swiss Sen. Dick Marty said there was no tangible proof so far of the existence of clandestine centers in Romania or Poland as alleged by the New York-based Human Rights Watch, and complained of a lack of cooperation by EU governments.

His interim report, based partly on results of national investigations and recent press reports, did not break new ground and largely repeated his previous claims that U.S. policies in the war on terror contravene international law on human rights. Allegations that the CIA hid and interrogated key al-Qaida suspects at Soviet-era compounds in Eastern Europe were first reported Nov. 2 in The Washington Post.

"There is a great deal of coherent, convergent evidence pointing to the existence of a system of "relocation" or "outsourcing" of torture," Marty said in the report to the Council of Europe, the human rights watchdog on whose behalf he is investigating.

"Acts of torture or severe violation of detainees' dignity through the administration of inhuman or degrading treatment are carried outside national territory and beyond the authority of national intelligence services," Marty said. He added that more than 100 suspects may have been transferred to countries where they faced torture or ill treatment in recent years.

"The entire continent is involved," Marty told the Council of Europe's parliamentary assembly, a body comprising several hundred national lawmakers. "It is highly unlikely that European governments, or at least their intelligence services, were unaware."

In his report, Marty analyzed the cases of an Egyptian cleric allegedly kidnapped from Milan, Italy, in 2003 by CIA agents and a German captured in Macedonia and taken to Afghanistan in an apparent case of mistaken identity.

Citing an American lawyer, Marty also said six Bosnians were abducted by U.S. agents on Bosnian soil and taken to Guantanamo Bay, despite a Bosnian court ruling ordering their release. 

Last week, Italy's justice minister formally asked the United States to allow Italian prosecutors to question 22 purported CIA operatives they accuse of kidnapping the Egyptian cleric, Osama Moustafa Hassan Nasr, in 2003 from a Milan street.

Nasr, believed to belong to an Islamic terror group, was seized Feb. 17, 2003. Prosecutors claim the cleric, who is also known as Abu Omar, was taken by the CIA to a joint U.S.-Italian air base, flown to Germany and then to Egypt, where he says he was tortured.

Marty also said he would follow up on evidence gathered in the case of Khaled al Masri, a German of Lebanese origin reportedly kidnapped from Germany to Afghanistan, in the next stage of his investigation.

Marty, who is expected to issue another interim report in the next few months, complained there was enormous pressure on him to produce evidence of secret CIA prisons but there was not much help from the Council of Europe or governments.

"Not a single day passes without me being asked, 'Do you have any hard evidence, is there any proof?'" he said. "I am not a judicial authority, I have no means of investigation, the logistical support available to me is very limited."

The European Union's top justice official, Franco Frattini, called on all EU governments Tuesday to "fully cooperate" with the investigators.

The Council of Europe launched its probe after allegations surfaced in November that U.S. agents interrogated key al-Qaida suspects at clandestine prisons in eastern Europe and transported some suspects through Europe to other countries.

Human Rights Watch identified Romania and Poland as possible sites of secret U.S.-run detention facilities. Both countries have denied involvement. Clandestine detention centers would violate European human rights treaties.

Marty said there was no irrefutable evidence of the existence of secret CIA prisons in Romania, Poland or any other country.

"On the other hand, it has been proved that individuals have been abducted, deprived of their liberty and all rights and transported to different destinations in Europe, to be handed over to countries in which they have suffered degrading treatment and torture," he said. If eventually uncovered, the detention centers would likely be small cells that could be easily hidden, he added.

Marty has obtained flight logs archived by the Brussels-based air safety organization Eurocontrol and satellite images of air bases in Romania and Poland.

<#==#>

To: "DONNA Hamm" middlegroundprisonreform@msn.com 

From:  "Kevin Walsh" dmitrovgeorgi@yahoo.com

Date: Tue, 24 Jan 2006 14:29:58 -0800 (PST) 

Subject: [azsecularhumanists] RE: release debriefing 

Dear Mrs. Hamm,

Thank you for writing.  I was very sad and disappointed when I

learned that the Arizona Supreme Court would not allow your

husband to practice law.  I am sure he will find other ways to

contribute to society, though.  Please give him my best wishes.

You are correct that I do not have any serious medical condition.

I only needed to go to medical once during my stay, and it was

for a minor ailment.  Many inmates on the Rincon yard did have

serious medical conditions, and I was told that it was a medical

yard.  That must be the only explanation for why some of the

inmates were there.  It was a level four, close custody yard, so

one would expect that the inmates there would have histories of

violence or escape attempts or were for some other reason

considered a security threat, yet there were some inmates there

who were in wheelchairs and there were also feeble old men who

obviously could not escape or inflict significant violence on

anyone.  They could very easily have been housed on low security

yards.

I know the diabetics were all housed in my housing unit, HU 6.

Every morning at about 6:30, the intercom would awaken us, saying,

"Insulins, stand by!"  That would be the call for the diabetics

to prepare to be taken from their cells.  They would have a

separate breakfast from the rest of us.  Apparently they would

test their blood sugar, give them insulin if they needed it, and

then send them off to the dining hall to eat.

I am not personally aware of any inmate who was the victim of

medical neglect or malpractice, so I can't shed any light on that

problem.  There was one matter that did concern me about

potential medical problems.  I heard one guard say that the law

required that a guard walk the corridors every 15 minutes.  I

assume the purpose of that law was to insure that inmates are

safe.  On a level four yard, inmates are locked down most of the

time, so if they need medical help or anything else, they need to

knock on their cell doors or call out to a guard, when a guard is

close enough to hear them.  When a guard is not walking the

corridor, however, it is impossible for an inmate who is having a

medical problem to seek help.  The problem is, the guards rarely

walk the corridors every fifteen minutes.  On some days they are

so severely understaffed that several hours go by before a guard

enters the corridor.  An inmate could be having a heart attack, a

stroke, a hypoglycemic fit, or some other medical emergency and

not be able to obtain help for hours, and this is definitely a

potential problem and should be corrected.  I'm not sure what can

be done about it, however, if DOC doesn't get the budget it needs

to maintain adequate staff.

I am very pleased with the work that Middle Ground Prison Reform

is doing, and I would like to help.  I don't have a whole lot of

money to spare, but I would be willing to donate my time to

assist your work.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can

be of service.

Yours,

Kevin

--- DONNA Hamm <middlegroundprisonreform@msn.com> wrote:

> Kevin,

> 

> Thanks for copying me on your letter to D. Schriro.  It sounds like

> your 

> prison experience, overall, was not as bad as some that have

> contacted us.  

> I think the fact that you didn't have (apparently) any serious

> medical 

> conditions was a really fortunate thing, as that seems to be the

> place where 

> the DOC is really falling off the mark lately.

> 

> Your suggestions all make sense and are very rationally related to 

> problem-solving.  That is probably also their weakest part, as it is

> my 

> experience that the DOC doesn't very often operate on what is logical

> or 

> reasonable.

> 

> Best wishes on your release; I hope you never have to have the

> Arizona DOC 

> as your landlord again!

> 

> 

> 

> Donna Leone Hamm

> Private Criminal Justice Consultant

> Executive Director - Middle Ground Prison Reform

> See: www.middlegroundprisonreform.org

> 

> 

> >From: Kevin Walsh <dmitrovgeorgi@yahoo.com>

> >To: DIRECTOROFFICE@azcorrections.gov,

> middlegroundprisonreform@msn.com

> >Subject: release debriefing

> >Date: Sun, 22 Jan 2006 01:07:24 -0800 (PST)

> >

> >                                 22 January 2006

> >

> >                                 Kevin Walsh

> >                                 5059 N 38th Place

> >                                 Phoenix AZ 85018-1503

> >                                 (602)956-0997

> >

> >Dora Schriro, Director

> >Arizona Department of Corrections

> >1601 W Jefferson

> >Phoenix AZ 85007

> >

> >Dear Ms. Schriro:

> >

> >I have recently been released from the Rincon Unit of the Arizona

> >State Prison Complex Tucson, a level four or close custody yard,

> >after having served a fairly short sentence (18 months for

> >disorderly conduct, a class six dangerous felony).  Although my

> >stay was clearly a punishment, I was pleasantly surprised by the

> >conditions.  The food was good and nutritious.  The guards were,

> >with few exceptions, courteous and professional and respectful of

> >the rights of the inmates.  Although the prison was usually

> >understaffed, the guards and other DOC employees did their best to

> >see that our basic needs were met and that we were able to attend

> >recreation, work, education, programs and religious services when

> >we were scheduled to do so.  I would particularly like to

> >commend CO III A. Holler, director of the Programs Department of

> >the Rincon Unit, for his great devotion to his duties and his

> >genuine interest in the rehabilitation of the inmates.  I was also

> >pleased with the library.  It was quite well stocked for a prison

> >library.

> >

> >Having given praise where it is due, I would like to make a few

> >suggestions on how to improve prison conditions.  It would be

> >helpful if inmates had access to typewriters and word processors,

> >as some of them like to publish poetry or literature or to write

> >business letters or legal letters.  Naturally a user fee could be

> >charged to help cover the costs of this.

> >

> >Several inmates were aspiring artists and would draw and send

> >their drawings to people on the outside.  Their efforts were,

> >however, handicapped by a lack of art supplies.  It would be most

> >welcome to these inmates if colored pencils or colored pens were

> >made available on the commissary list.

> >

> >I had few problems with the telephone system, but there was one

> >problem that several of the inmates had.  Increasingly, people are

> >abandonning land-line telephone service in favor of cellular

> >phones, and several of the inmates were unable to telephone their

> >relatives, because they had only cell phones, and it is impossible

> >to call a cell phone collect.  The telephone system should be

> >redesigned to allow regular (non-collect) calls to be made,

> >deducting the cost of the call from the inmate's account.  That

> >way inmates could telephone their relatives who only have cell

> >phones, and those inmates who don't want to financially burden

> >their relatives with the cost of their calls could pay for their

> >own calls.  Naturally collect calls should continue to be an

> >option for indigent inmates who have relatives with land-line

> >telephone service.

> >

> >Finally, I would like to address a problem I had with the

> >arrangements for transportation for me upon release.  I was

> >never debriefed prior to release on the proceess I would undergo

> >and my options.  My mother, who was arranging to pick me up, was

> >given misinformation when she asked about her options.  The first

> >word I had confirming my release was when a guard came to my

> >cell at 9:30 the night before my release and asked for my

> >possessions.  I should have been given more advance notice than

> >that.  It is not unreasonable to expect that an inmate should be

> >debriefed by his CO III a few days beforehand.  My mother had

> >asked if she could send a pre-paid taxi to the prison to pick me

> >up and was told that she could.  When it came time for me to be

> >released, however, the guard told me that a taxi would not be

> >allowed to wait at the prison and that if I did not accept the

> >ride to the Greyhound bus depot in downtown Tucson and a family

> >member did not arrive at the prison very soon, I would be send to

> >CDU and held there over the weekend (my release was on a friday)

> >and then released the following monday.  I accepted the ride to

> >the Greyhound depot, despite it being distant from the planned

> >rendezvous point, as I did not want to go to CDU.  Although I

> >eventually was able to reunite with my family, this was a needless

> >inconvenience.  It would be helpful if in future inmates were

> >informed of their options for release transportation at least

> >several days in advance and if DOC policies on prisoner release

> >policies were sent in writing to people on the inmate's

> >visitation list at least one week prior to release.  Thank you for

> >taking the time to consider my concerns.

> >

> >Sincerely,

> >

> >Kevin Walsh

> >ADC #197573

<#==#>

Date: Sun, 22 Jan 2006 01:07:24 -0800 (PST) 

From:  "Kevin Walsh" dmitrovgeorgi@yahoo.com 

Subject: release debriefing 

To: DIRECTOROFFICE@azcorrections.gov, middlegroundprisonreform@msn.com

                                22 January 2006

                                Kevin Walsh

                                5059 N 38th Place

                                Phoenix AZ 85018-1503

                                (602)956-0997

Dora Schriro, Director

Arizona Department of Corrections

1601 W Jefferson

Phoenix AZ 85007

Dear Ms. Schriro:

I have recently been released from the Rincon Unit of the Arizona

State Prison Complex Tucson, a level four or close custody yard,

after having served a fairly short sentence (18 months for

disorderly conduct, a class six dangerous felony).  Although my

stay was clearly a punishment, I was pleasantly surprised by the

conditions.  The food was good and nutritious.  The guards were,

with few exceptions, courteous and professional and respectful of

the rights of the inmates.  Although the prison was usually

understaffed, the guards and other DOC employees did their best to

see that our basic needs were met and that we were able to attend

recreation, work, education, programs and religious services when

we were scheduled to do so.  I would particularly like to

commend CO III A. Holler, director of the Programs Department of

the Rincon Unit, for his great devotion to his duties and his

genuine interest in the rehabilitation of the inmates.  I was also

pleased with the library.  It was quite well stocked for a prison

library.

Having given praise where it is due, I would like to make a few

suggestions on how to improve prison conditions.  It would be

helpful if inmates had access to typewriters and word processors,

as some of them like to publish poetry or literature or to write

business letters or legal letters.  Naturally a user fee could be

charged to help cover the costs of this.

Several inmates were aspiring artists and would draw and send

their drawings to people on the outside.  Their efforts were,

however, handicapped by a lack of art supplies.  It would be most

welcome to these inmates if colored pencils or colored pens were

made available on the commissary list.

I had few problems with the telephone system, but there was one

problem that several of the inmates had.  Increasingly, people are

abandonning land-line telephone service in favor of cellular

phones, and several of the inmates were unable to telephone their

relatives, because they had only cell phones, and it is impossible

to call a cell phone collect.  The telephone system should be

redesigned to allow regular (non-collect) calls to be made,

deducting the cost of the call from the inmate's account.  That

way inmates could telephone their relatives who only have cell

phones, and those inmates who don't want to financially burden

their relatives with the cost of their calls could pay for their

own calls.  Naturally collect calls should continue to be an

option for indigent inmates who have relatives with land-line

telephone service.

Finally, I would like to address a problem I had with the

arrangements for transportation for me upon release.  I was

never debriefed prior to release on the proceess I would undergo

and my options.  My mother, who was arranging to pick me up, was

given misinformation when she asked about her options.  The first

word I had confirming my release was when a guard came to my

cell at 9:30 the night before my release and asked for my

possessions.  I should have been given more advance notice than

that.  It is not unreasonable to expect that an inmate should be

debriefed by his CO III a few days beforehand.  My mother had

asked if she could send a pre-paid taxi to the prison to pick me

up and was told that she could.  When it came time for me to be

released, however, the guard told me that a taxi would not be

allowed to wait at the prison and that if I did not accept the

ride to the Greyhound bus depot in downtown Tucson and a family

member did not arrive at the prison very soon, I would be send to

CDU and held there over the weekend (my release was on a friday)

and then released the following monday.  I accepted the ride to

the Greyhound depot, despite it being distant from the planned

rendezvous point, as I did not want to go to CDU.  Although I

eventually was able to reunite with my family, this was a needless

inconvenience.  It would be helpful if in future inmates were

informed of their options for release transportation at least

several days in advance and if DOC policies on prisoner release

policies were sent in writing to people on the inmate's

visitation list at least one week prior to release.  Thank you for

taking the time to consider my concerns.

Sincerely,

Kevin Walsh

ADC #197573

<#==#>

Date: Sun, 22 Jan 2006 07:44:23 -0800 (PST) 

From:  "Kevin Walsh" dmitrovgeorgi@yahoo.com

Subject: sympathy card for Laro's family 

Dear Mike,

My mother looked up the details of the accident on the internet,

and it confirms that Laro L. Nicol's eldest son, Laro James Nicol,

age 22, was killed in a motorcycle accident in Mesa on 6 January.

As I mentioned in a letter from prison, I am forbidden by the

terms of my probation to make direct contact with Laro for the

next five years, but no regulation or law prevents my contacting

his family, and I intend to do this.

The problem is that I do not have their exact address.  For some

reason east Palmcroft Drive in Tempe sticks in my head, but I do

not have the exact street number or ZIP code.  If they are still

living there, please give me that address, or the new one if they

have moved.  Also, I am not sure of the first name of Laro's wife.

Is it Beth Nicol?  Or am I mistaken.  Please send me that

information as soon as you can so that I can send Mrs. Nicol and

her children a sympathy card.  Either e-mail me here (my other

old e-mails no longer work) or telephone me at (602)956-0997.

Thanks.

Yours,

Kevin

<#==#>

In maricopa county and the phoenix area the police and maricopa county prosecutor have set up a number of web sites asking you to snitch on your neighbors. yes the police state continues to grow

http://www.silentwitness.org

http://www.stopduiaz.com

http://az.gov/webapp/offender

http://az.gov/webapp/offender/main.do

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0125witness25side.html

Web sites making the job easier for law enforcement 

County's criminal database offers pictures, information on offenders

Lindsey Collom 

The Arizona Republic 

Jan. 25, 2006 12:00 AM

It's easier than ever to be a cybercop.

With the click of a mouse, local law enforcement agencies have made it possible to find fugitives, check out DUI convicts, or see if sex offenders live nearby. 

But before Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio offered the criminal database and County Attorney Andrew Thomas posted mugs of convicted DUI offenders, there was www.silentwitness.org 

"We're one-stop shopping," said Sgt. Paul Penzone, who oversees Silent Witness, a program of the Phoenix Police Department for 27 years.

Site users can look at pictures of wanted offenders or search for a fugitive based on his or her physical traits. For example, a search for an Anglo woman with brown hair and brown eyes yielded three results, complete with photos, full description and type of crime. Fugitives wanted for violent crimes are profiled alongside people wanted for theft, probation violations or failure to appear in court.

"(We utilize every) opportunity to get any bad guy or girl off the street," Penzone said. "Regardless of the crime they committed, everyone needs to be accountable." 

Last week, the Sheriff's Office unveiled an online database containing information on 30,000 people with warrants in Maricopa County. There are no pictures, but users can run a search by name, address, ZIP code, criminal offense, gender or race, among others. The hope is that citizens will use the database on www.mcso.org to recognize criminals and give authorities information leading to an arrest. Five arrests had been made as of Monday. 

Check out these other sites:

• www.stopduiaz.com.

• az.gov/webapp/offender. 

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0125silentwitness25.html

Slient Witness reaching out to Valley police agencies 

Lindsey Collom 

The Arizona Republic 

Jan. 25, 2006 12:00 AM

For 26 years, police have turned to Silent Witness when they've run out of leads on violent crimes. 

But for the first time in the organization's history, the number of tips and arrests decreased last year.

Now, the organization, which has paid out nearly $1.3 million in rewards and solved more than 9,000 crimes, is shifting its focus. Instead of waiting for Valley police agencies to contact it for help, the agency is soliciting them for cases.

The reasons for the decline are unclear, but officers think it may be due to the saturation of police shows with similar reward programs. 

Just this week, Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio started his own Web site, where the public can turn in criminals.

Silent Witness typically receives 50 to 70 new cases each month, the bulk from the Phoenix Police Department, which runs the program. It is staffed by a sergeant and six detectives from the Phoenix agency but takes tips on crimes committed in any city.

Now, with two additional staffers paid for by Phoenix, the program will be able to solicit other agencies for cases. 

"We're not in competition with anyone," said Sgt. Paul Penzone, who runs Silent Witness. "We're here to serve everyone."

In the past two years, at least two of three cases submitted by Mesa police have reaped results from Silent Witness, Mesa police Sgt. Chuck Trapani said. 

"It has such a great reputation and people have confidence in the system. It is a great tool because some people are leery of calling police," Trapani said. "With Silent Witness, people feel more comfortable."

Two months ago, a tip to Silent Witness helped police arrest Richard Troy Wilson on suspicion of first-degree murder in the Aug. 21 death of Marcus Pe?, 23, of Mesa. 

Wilson is accused of knocking on Pe?'s apartment door, forcing his way in and shooting Pe? several times.

Tips from Silent Witness also helped Mesa police identify two investigative leads last January in a 2004 spree of "Gas Can" robberies. The suspects, often wearing Halloween masks, sprayed gasoline from a bug sprayer or can to threaten employees to turn over cash.

Marco Antonio Villarino and Manuel Jesus Zepeda are wanted in connection with the five robberies.

If the suspects are found and arrested, the tipsters could receive up to $1,000, the maximum reward from Silent Witness. Reward money comes from fund-raising and private and corporate donations. Some unsolved crimes have larger reward amounts paid for by friends, family or victim-reward funds. Trapani said that Mesa primarily uses Silent Witness for help in solving violent crimes but that the program has a wider scope.

Fugitives are also featured for such crimes as probation violations, skipping a court date, drug offenses and shoplifting. Most arrests from Silent Witness tips are for people wanted for felonies. Drug crimes are second and burglary third.

"I'm often asked, 'Why are you profiling a property crime or why animal cruelty?' " Penzone said. "If we just chose high-profile cases, we're missing an opportunity to catch somebody."

Nearly every Valley media agency, including The Arizona Republic, regularly publishes fugitives' pictures supplied by the program, but Penzone still worries about reaching that single person who can help solve a crime. He would like to post fliers with fugitive information at convenience stores and businesses but needs participants.

"With TV, if you don't catch the right person at the right time, you've lost them," he said. "With a flier, that person over 30 days might pass that spot, see the flier there and we have a better chance of them calling in."

But media exposure can be a double-edged sword. Arrests were slightly down last year, and Penzone speculated that overexposure bred apathy. 

"All the exposure, all the police-related TV shows, people can stop paying attention because they see too much of it," he said. "It's the first year we've seen a decrease, and I think part of the reason is people take it for granted."

Penzone hopes there will be a time when people with information on a crime will automatically think to call Silent Witness. He has a simple answer for people who ask why they should call.

"The people who feel it most are those who are immediately impacted," he said. "Until they are, they don't realize how important it is to help a stranger when they can because that stranger could help you when you're victimized or when someone you love is a victim.

Staff reporter Senta Scarborough contributed to this article.

<#==#>

the city of phoenix has wasted $120 million and plans to spend $50 million more, a total of $170 million for a radio systems that the cops and firefighters use which doesnt work. thats $130 wasted for every man, woman, and child in the city per the 2000 census which says the population is 1.3 million people

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0125radioproblems25.html

$120 million radio system ailing 

Phoenix firefighters are using old method

Josh Kelley 

The Arizona Republic 

Jan. 25, 2006 12:00 AM

Over the past two years, Phoenix police and several other city departments have begun using a powerful new radio system, costing more than $120 million, that was supposed to enhance communications, particularly in the aftermath of a major disaster or terrorist attack.

The goal for police and firefighters was to create a network that would allow them to talk to one another or to their colleagues from neighboring municipalities from anywhere in the Valley. 

But Phoenix firefighters say the system has been plagued with transmission delays and lost signals in large buildings, critical issues that will take at least five years and an estimated $50 million to resolve.

Officials from the Fire Department and Motorola, which built the system, say that firefighters, engineers and the city's technology personnel failed to adequately discuss how the new radios would work before the system was installed. 

As a result, the city will ask voters in March for $15 million to begin work on improving the system and to expand and maintain Phoenix's old radio system, which the city's 1,432 firefighters, and their colleagues from the 17 other departments dispatched by Phoenix, continue to use. 

Replacing system 

Phoenix officials began exploring a replacement for the city's old radio system more than 10 years ago. The city hired consultants in the 1990s to assess its communications needs, and they recommended that Phoenix purchase a new radio system, much like the one later installed by Motorola.

The decision to buy the new radios was further prompted by the Federal Communications Commission, which announced plans to require that frequencies used by VHF radio systems be divided into narrower bands. That requirement, which is scheduled to go into effect in 2013, meant Phoenix's old radio system would have to be replaced or dramatically changed.

To purchase the new radio system from Motorola, Phoenix budgeted $112.5 million, with $91 million coming from a bond election in 2001, said Kris Sigfridson, acting head of the city's Information Technology Department. 

Other cities whose firefighters are dispatched by the Phoenix Fire Department, contributed $13.5 million, she said.

The Phoenix department's share of the system was $35 million. 

Sigfridson said that $4.3 million set aside for new handheld radios will not be spent now because firefighters are still using the old radios.

How they work 

The city's old VHF radio system sends signals from one radio to another, much like a walkie-talkie. It has limited range and only a few channels, but signals are reliable. 

The new system, an 800-megahertz digital trunked radio system, sends a signal from one radio to a repeater and then out to other radios. Capacity is much greater, allowing firefighters and police on opposite ends of the city to talk to each other. 

Instead of the few channels available with the old system, the new radios have dozens of "talk groups," in which signals are delivered on the first available frequency within a pool of frequencies to reduce overcrowding.

Engineers crafted the new system to provide seamless communication among local, state and federal agencies, an important capability when responding to a major disaster. 

Communications problems among police and firefighters hampered rescue efforts during the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks in New York and Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans, drawing calls for reform from congressional leaders and others, including U.S. Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz. 

Problems arise 

Before the new system was brought online in early 2004, Phoenix firefighters tested the radios inside buildings, where firefighters are in the most danger during a fire. They found that the new system's radio signals were more easily disrupted inside large buildings and had worse audio quality than the old system. 

Fire officials decided to stick with the old system, even though many of the city's other departments, including police, converted to the new system. 

"We have right now the safest communications system in the country for our fire departments here in the Valley," said Division Chief Nate White, who oversees technical services for the Phoenix Fire Department. 

"Should we move forward with this new technology when we don't have all the answers, or should we wait?"

White said Motorola did not adequately test or develop its technology before consultants recommended it. 

"The testing that was done was not done in the actual settings," White said. "It was done with machines and through theory."

Phil Dobosz, systems integration vice president for Motorola's Western region, said his company did not fully understand how the Fire Department wanted its radio system to function. But it's not clear where the communications breakdown occurred, he said.

"I think we're all kind of wondering why it wasn't better understood upfront," Dobosz said.

White said the Fire Department and Motorola both failed to adequately discuss potential problems. 

A Fire Department report cited similar radio problems in other cities, including New York, San Diego and Columbia, S.C. 

In October during a symposium sponsored by the International Association of Fire Fighters, White warned colleagues to avoid making the same mistake of buying new radio systems that put firefighters at risk. 

Alan Caldwell, senior adviser for government relations for the International Association of Fire Chiefs, said fire departments have found that new radio systems such as Phoenix's work well with proper engineering, installation and training of those who use them.

"Most jurisdictions find that it works just fine, but it's different," he said.

Mesa, which also dispatches Gilbert and Apache Junction firefighters, finished installing a new Motorola radio system last summer with the idea of creating a regional network with Phoenix. 

Mesa Assistant Fire Chief Gary Bradbury said the adjustment to the new system has been minimal.

But unlike Phoenix, Mesa for years has used radios that send signals to a repeater before reaching another radio.

The Phoenix Fire Department is accustomed to direct radio-to-radio contact and must deal with mountains and tall buildings that cause interference, which is not a big factor in Mesa.

Complicating mutual aid 

Because Mesa and Phoenix firefighters are using different radios, a patch was added to the radio systems to ensure firefighters dispatched by both cities could communicate when responding to the same incident. 

A battalion chief is assigned to monitor the radios when firefighters dispatched by Mesa and Phoenix work together.

And Mesa firefighters use radios from their old system, not their new radios, to respond in cities such as Tempe and Chandler where Phoenix dispatches.

For day-to-day operations, those fixes work, Bradbury said. But if a major disaster was to occur with hundreds of firefighters responding from multiple cities, they would be limited to only a few radio channels provided by the old system, he said. 

The channels would likely become overcrowded, Bradbury explained, while the new radio system would have many more talk groups to use.

"We're limited back to what we've been limited to the last 20 years," Bradbury said.

Not so, said Phoenix Deputy Fire Chief John Maldonado, co-director of the city's Homeland Defense Bureau. 

He said the patch system used in dispatch centers allows the Valley's firefighters and police to easily communicate with each other and federal officials during a disaster response, regardless of the radio systems they use.

Maldonado added that the response to a disaster would be primarily coordinated off one radio channel. Only support personnel would use other channels or talk groups, not those responding directly to the incident, he said.

Capt. Mike Worrell, who works under White in the Fire Department's technical services division, said the Phoenix Fire Department is also adding radios to each firetruck that will allow command staff to use the city's new radio system to communicate with police and federal agencies.

"We're ready for a disaster, more ready than we've ever been," White said.

Police make adjustments 

Phoenix's other departments, including the police, are pleased with the new system. Dispatchers can hear officers more clearly, the radios have a much greater range and they can be encrypted, said Jesse Cooper, communications manager for Phoenix police.

But the department did find a hitch.

Officers detected a delay of a second or less before a voice could be transmitted after pressing the talk button on the new radios, a potentially dangerous problem particularly for officers on tactical teams that depend on instant communication, said Lt. Stan Hoover, who oversees the Police Department's Special Assignments Unit. 

Police worked with Motorola to provide officers with a channel to which they can switch for direct radio-to-radio communication without noticeable delays, but dispatchers can't listen to the conversation or speak to officers. 

Sigfridson said the Fire Department does not want to use radio-to-radio communication unless its dispatchers can hear what's going on inside a burning building, where firefighters work in low visibility and easily become disoriented.

In Phoenix, repairs and new equipment are needed to maintain and expand the VHF radio system, so fire officials requested $15 million in bond money. 

The City Council approved the request in November, and it will go to voters for approval during a bond election in March.

At least $5 million will be used to develop a strategy for correcting the new radio system, Sigfridson said. 

In 2011, the Fire Department plans to request an estimated $46 million in bond money to pay for equipment, such as more repeaters, to adjust the new radio system, White said. 

The goal is to have radios that use repeaters and direct radio-to-radio channels that can be monitored by dispatchers and automatically triggered when firefighters respond to a fire so they avoid switching channels inside burning buildings, White said. 

Motorola is working with the department to adjust the system, Motorola's Dobosz said.

Sigfridson said she is hopeful a solution will be reached, "but, of course, firefighters are the ones that are the toughest to sell because they're the ones with their lives on the line."

<#==#>

yea sure we can win the drug war :)

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0125bordercrossing25.html

Mexico says military wasn't moving pot 

Uniformed men flee U.S. officials on Texas border

Alicia A. Caldwell 

Associated Press 

Jan. 25, 2006 12:00 AM 

SIERRA BLANCA, Texas - Men in Mexican military-style uniforms crossed the Rio Grande into the United States on a marijuana-smuggling foray, leading to an armed confrontation with Texas law officers, authorities said Tuesday. No shots were fired.

The men retreated and escaped back across the border with much of the pot, though they abandoned more than a half-ton of marijuana as they fled and set fire to one of their vehicles, authorities said.

The Mexican government denied its military was involved.

Monday's confrontation involved three Texas sheriff's deputies, Texas state troopers and at least 10 heavily armed men from the Mexican side of the Rio Grande, said Rick Glancey of the Texas Border Sheriffs' Coalition. 

Gov. Rick Perry ordered an investigation.

"It's certainly troubling and unacceptable, and a real reminder of how an unsecure border threatens all Texans and the rest of the nation," spokesman Kathy Walt said.

The Mexican Foreign Relations Department said in a statement that drug traffickers and other organized criminals have previously used uniforms and vehicles. "It is possible that these actions were designed to damage the image of our armed forces," it said.

Congress may look into incursions. Sen. Jon Kyl, R-Ariz., plans a hearing on incursions and border violence March 1 in a Senate Judiciary subcommittee, a spokesman said. The committee will ask Border Patrol officials to testify.

Kyl also wrote to Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, asking her to open an official investigation. Rep. Rick Renzi, R-Ariz., wrote to the State Department last week, as well, and called for states like Arizona to form their own border guard units funded by the federal government.

Monday's incident follows a story in the Inland Valley Daily Bulletin in Ontario, Calif., on Jan. 15 that said the Mexican military had crossed into the United States more than 200 times since 1996. Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff has said reports of Mexican incursions into the United States were overblown.

The confrontation on Monday was near Neely's Crossing, about 50 miles east of El Paso, and started when state police tried to stop three sport utility vehicles on Interstate 10. The vehicles made a quick U-turn and headed toward the border, a few miles away, Glancey said.

When the SUVs reached the river, police saw the occupants of a Mexican army-style Humvee apparently waiting for the convoy, Glancey said.

Police stopped and watched as the vehicles began to cross the shallow river into Mexico. The Americans and the smugglers had their weapons drawn.

One SUV got stuck in the river, and another blew a tire on the Texas side. Its driver ran into Mexico.

Men in the Humvee tried to tow the stuck vehicle out of the river. When that failed, a group of men in civilian clothes began unloading from the SUV what appeared to be bundles of marijuana. They then torched the SUV, Glancey said.

Deputies found about 1,400 pounds of marijuana in the vehicle that had a flat tire. The vehicle had been reported stolen in El Paso.
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george w hitler says its ok for him to break the law and spy on us. - after all the constitution does give the amerikan emperor total power!

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0125gonzales25.html

Administration hikes efforts to defend its domestic spying 

Students protest Gonzales event at Georgetown 

Eric Lichtblau 

New York Times 

Jan. 25, 2006 12:00 AM 

WASHINGTON - Ramping up the administration's defense of its domestic eavesdropping program, Attorney General Alberto Gonzales on Tuesday invoked the lessons of George Washington and Franklin D. Roosevelt in justifying President Bush's broad power to wage war against terrorism.

Gonzales, a key architect of the surveillance program, said that the operation was "both necessary and lawful" and that he believed any president would have taken the steps Bush did.

"I think it would be irresponsible to do otherwise," he said in a speech at Georgetown University Law Center.

Gonzales' address, along with seven television appearances Monday night and Tuesday morning, was part of an orchestrated effort by the Bush administration to recast the debate on the National Security Agency program as one of national security rather than civil liberties.

Gen. Michael V. Hayden, the nation's second-ranking intelligence official, made an unusual public speech about the program on Monday, while Bush discussed it on a trip to Kansas.

The president is also scheduled to visit the security agency in Fort Meade, Md., today to reassure employees whose normally secret activities have come under scrutiny.

With polls showing the public evenly split about the eavesdropping program, Gonzales, like Bush and Vice President Dick Cheney before him, said in his speech that he welcomed a "worthy debate" over the limits of presidential power.

More than two dozen students in the audience responded by turning their backs on Gonzales and standing stone-faced before live television cameras for the duration of his half-hour speech.

Five protesters in the group donned black hoods and unfurled a banner paraphrasing a quotation from Benjamin Franklin as "Those who would sacrifice liberty for security deserve neither."

Former counsel

Gonzales, who had been White House counsel when the eavesdropping program was approved after the Sept. 11 attacks, appeared unbothered by the protest.

Aides said he planned more events before his testimony at a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing on the program, scheduled Feb. 6.

Critics of the NSA program, who accused Bush of violating the Constitution and the 1978 Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act by authorizing wiretaps without warrants on international communications linked to al-Qaida, said they were unimpressed by the administration's public push.

'Clearly' illegal

David Cole, a Georgetown law professor who took part in a panel discussion by liberal critics and conservative supporters after Gonzales' speech, said the program was "clearly" illegal.

He attacked what he saw as a "blatantly political" effort by the White House to establish a legal footing for it.

Administration officials "can say over and over and over again that it's lawful - as if the American people will believe it if you say it often enough," Cole said.

Gonzales offered a more detailed explanation of why the administration felt the need to bypass the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court.

The court was created in the aftermath of Watergate with the "exclusive" charge to administer wiretaps in foreign intelligence investigations.

Gonzales said that even under an emergency wiretap application, which allows the government to go to the court retroactively 72 hours after beginning a wiretap, the system might not work quickly enough in all cases.
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is this government double speak for "we are losing the war in iraq just like we lost the war in vietnam"? - i think it is! - and remember in the vietnam war the US government could use slave labor to get warm bodies to kill people in vietnam - it was called the draft. in this war slavery is not allowed so the american empire doesnt manpower to total conquer iraq.

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0125iraq-army25.html

Army found overextended by repeated deployments 

Robert Burns 

Associated Press 

Jan. 25, 2006 12:00 AM 

WASHINGTON - Stretched by frequent troop rotations to Iraq and Afghanistan, the Army has become a "thin green line" that could snap unless relief comes soon, according to a study for the Pentagon.

Andrew Krepinevich, a retired Army officer who wrote the report under a Pentagon contract, concluded that the Army cannot sustain the pace of troop deployments to Iraq long enough to break the back of the insurgency. He also suggested that the Pentagon's decision, announced in December, to begin reducing the force in Iraq this year was driven in part by a realization that the Army was overextended.

As evidence, Krepinevich points to the Army's 2005 recruiting slump, missing its recruiting goal for the first time since 1999, and its decision to offer much bigger enlistment bonuses and other incentives.

"You really begin to wonder just how much stress and strain there is on the Army, how much longer it can continue," he said in an interview. He added that the Army is still a highly effective fighting force and is implementing a plan that will expand the number of combat brigades available for rotations to Iraq and Afghanistan.

Krepinevich did not conclude that U.S. forces should quit Iraq now but said it may be possible to reduce troop levels below 100,000 by the end of the year. There now are about 136,000, Pentagon officials said Tuesday.

The 136-page report represents a more sobering picture of the Army's condition than military officials offer in public. Although not released publicly, a copy of the report was provided in response to an Associated Press inquiry. 

Illustrating his level of concern about strain on the Army, Krepinevich titled one of his report's chapters, "The Thin Green Line."

He wrote that the Army is "in a race against time" to adjust to the demands of war "or risk 'breaking' the force in the form of a catastrophic decline" in recruitment and re-enlistment.

Col. Lewis Boone, spokesman for Army Forces Command, which is responsible for providing troops to war commanders, said it would be "a very extreme characterization" to call the Army broken. He said his organization has been able to fulfill every request for troops that it has received from commanders.

The Krepinevich assessment is the latest in the debate over whether the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have worn out the Army, how the strains can be eased and whether the U.S. military is too burdened to defeat other threats.

Rep. John Murtha, a Pennsylvania Democrat and Vietnam veteran, created a political storm last fall when he called for an early exit from Iraq, arguing that the Army was "broken, worn out" and fueling the insurgency by its mere presence. Administration officials have hotly contested that view.
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15 years ago when the messy yard laws were pass they were selectively enforced on a few people. now it looks like the messy yard laws will be selectivelly enforced on a much large number of people

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0125evrental25.html

Neighborhood task force has plan for Tempe renters 

Katie Nelson 

The Arizona Republic 

Jan. 25, 2006 12:00 AM

TEMPE - If you park your car helter-skelter, party late into the night or don't trim your lawn in Tempe, watch out. 

A task force of Tempe residents charged with finding ways to address neighborhood blight caused by renters and their landlords may have found a way to stop you. 

The city's rental housing task force, spearheaded by Mayor Hugh Hallman, met for the last time Tuesday.

For months, task force members have been hashing out how some single-family home renters annoy, frustrate and burden their neighbors. 

Now, the group has developed a list of ways to address the problems caused by renters and negligent landlords. They will present it to the City Council in late March. 

It was repeatedly noted that it's not just renters who strain neighborhood relations in Tempe. 

But in a city where nearly half the dwelling units are rentals - during the 2000 census it was 49 percent - rental housing and the issues it brings have become a sore subject. 

"Council needs to know there is not a more important issue in our community than neighborhood enforcement and enhancement to preserve our neighborhoods," Hallman told the group Tuesday. 

The committee includes Hallman, Councilmen Mark Mitchell and Ben Arredondo, and 15 appointed community members, including landlords, community activists and two college students.

The group also got help and feedback from about a half-dozen city staff members who specialize in neighborhood, taxes or enforcement issues. 

The task force ideas include:

•  Making it mandatory for all landlords to register all their units with the city so officials know whom to contact when there is a problem. They also want to tax each unit, no exceptions. 

•  Pushing for increased city code enforcement by having more people covering more hours. They plan on asking the council to hire a cadre of new full- and part-timers to make it happen.

•  Educating students and out-of-city landlords who might not be aware of Tempe's rules. The task force is going to ask the council to distribute information through Arizona State University, the city's Web site and city publications. 

<#==#>
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Phoenix news briefs 

Jan. 25, 2006 12:00 AM

Police say officer killed suspect in shooting

PHOENIX -A Phoenix police officer on Monday fatally shot a man who authorities say pointed a gun at the officer.

Phoenix Police Sgt. Andy Hill said officers responded to a shooting call about 7:45 p.m. at the Chevron gas station at 1901 W. Bell Road, where a man reportedly shot and wounded another man. The suspect fled into a nearby field.

Hill said officers set up a perimeter around the field. About 8:50 p.m., Officer Jerry Hester saw a person walking out of the field, Hill said. Hester approached the man, who reportedly pulled a .45-caliber handgun from his waistband and pointed it at Hester, who fired, striking the suspect, Hill said.

Hill said the suspect, Justin Richardson, was taken to John C. Lincoln Hospital-North Mountain, where he later died. 

The officer involved in the shooting will be on paid administrative leave during an investigation, which is standard policy. 

<#==#>

the cops routinely kill suspected criminals with out passing the legal test for using deadly force and the cops are never arrested or jailed. but if you use deadly force to defend your property or person the cops will put you in jail

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0125phxbriefs0125.html

SNIP

Liquor store owner gets 7 years for man's death 

WEST PHOENIX -A liquor store owner was sentenced Tuesday to a seven-year prison term for the May 2004 shooting death of a customer suspected of stealing beer.

Fayek Khaled Mohamad, 43, who was convicted of manslaughter, could have received 21 years, but a Maricopa County Superior Court judge found circumstances calling for leniency.

The victim, Phillip Tate, 40, was gunned down during an argument with Mohamad outside a market near 51st Avenue and Thomas Road, police said.  

<#==#>

it sounds like a innocent driving mistake. but the jackbooted mesa cops are treating it as a murder

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/A/AZ_GIRL_KILLED_AZOL-?SITE=AZMES&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT

Jan 25, 3:12 AM EST

Man accused of running over girl was backing out of parking space 

MESA, Ariz. (AP) -- The hit-and-run suspect accused of fatally running over a 4-year-old Queen Creek girl was backing out of a parking space and not driving down the street as initially reported, authorities said Tuesday.

Jennifer Cervantes was sweeping the asphalt in the parking lot of a meat market on Sunday when she was struck.

Gilberto Olaquez, 72, is accused of the hit-and-run and is being held on a $45,000 bond in a Maricopa County jail.

<#==#>

The recent postage increase was a TAX! The postage rate hike was not because of rising cost by the post office but because congress decided it needed to raise $3.1 BILLION in revenue.

I saw this at the post office on Southern and College in Tempe.

RATE INCREASE INFO

This rate increase --- the first since 2002 --- is needed to fulfill the requirement of a federal law passed in 2003. That law requires the Postal Service to establish a $3.1 billion escrow account, with the use of the funds to be determined by Congress at a later date. Without this federal mandate, it would not have been necessary to raise rates in 2006.

It wasn’t driven by operating costs or revenue shortfalls --- but by Congressional legislation.

Here are some stories about it I got off the web.

http://www.forbes.com/entrepreneurs/feeds/ap/2006/01/25/ap2476058.html

Associated Press 

Post Office Management Opposes Reform Bill 

By RANDOLPH E. SCHMID , 01.25.2006, 12:50 PM 

After more than a year of seeking legislation to update how the post office is run, postal management said Wednesday both the House and Senate bills should be scrapped and the whole process started over. 

Failure to win approval of provisions opposed by the Bush administration could lead to as mush as a 20 percent increase in postage rates, postal officials said. 

"We believe there are critical elements missing from this bill, as well as numerous burdensome provisions that would make it extremely difficult for the Postal Service to function in a modern, competitive environment," the governing board of the Postal Service said in a letter to Sen. Susan M. Collins, R-Maine, who chairs the committee on government affairs. 

The House reform bill approved last year contains similar provisions. 

"We've worked long and hard with House and Senate staff ... to try to get corrections to the legislation and we just have literally reached the end of that rope," postal senior vice president Tom Day said in a telephone interview. 

The problem centers on provisions for an escrow account and retirement benefits. 

Legislation in 2003 required the post office to assume responsibility for retirement benefits earned by its employees during military service before going to work for the post office. That shifted an eventual responsibility of some $27 billion from the Treasury to the post office, and is not required of other government agencies. 

Another past measure requires the post office to place $3.1 billion this year in an escrow account. That requirement was the only reason for the 2-cent increase in postage that took place earlier this month, agency officials said, and the escrow requirement increases in coming years. 

While bills to modernize the postal operations would have eliminated those requirements, that would have made the federal deficit appear larger, drawing the veto threat from the administration. 

Facing such a threat, Day said that postal management is concerned that the provisions would simply be dropped during House-Senate conference negotiations, and there is nothing else in the bills that would help the agency cut costs. 

Other problems cited by postal officials in the bills are: 

_ A requirement that the Postal Service pre-fund retiree health benefits over the next 40 years. This would require an 8.9 percent postal rate increase in addition to any increase needed to meet operational costs. 

_ Granting the Postal Regulatory Commission new authority to hear complaints about every facet of Postal Service operations and order the Postal Service to take corrective action. 

http://www.dcmilitary.com/navy/seaservices/10_53/national_news/39299-1.html

by PH3 Jeff Blakley

The Waterline 

The longer lines many have experienced at post offices around the country normally point to one thing. It's time to stock up on one cent stamps. 

The fees for using the United States Postal Service (USPS) have increased across the board. Shortly after the new year began, most postal fees and rates increased by 5.4 percent. The change came when the USPS voted to accept an increase to help meet the requirements of a 2003 federal law requiring the postal service to build a $3.1 billion escrow account. These changes affect personal mailers, as well as government mail including the DoD and Navy official mailing system

<SNIP>

http://159.54.226.83/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060126/OPINION/601260321/1050

Blame Congress, not workers, for increase in postal rates

January 26, 2006

As a clerk for the U.S. Postal Service, I am disappointed in the postal rate increase, too. However, the Statesman Journal and the general public are unaware of 2005 postal reform passed by Congress mandating the Postal Service to put $3.1 billion in escrow -- not million, billion.

Why? Good question. One word: Deficit. USPS is debt-free. Congress is making the Postal Service take care of the military retirement deficit. The American Postal Workers' Union fought against this legislation.

Yet again, Congress has not fixed anything. They love using Band-Aids. People need to direct their complaints (e-mails, letters, faxes) to their U.S. senator -- not postal workers.

So, go ahead and buy a $5 coffee drink, pay for your $100 jeans, fill up your gas-guzzling SUV on high-price gas and complain about two cents.

-- Sophea Uk, Salem

http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/trib/regional/s_411248.html

Postal rate increase met with favor

By Jennifer Reeger

TRIBUNE-REVIEW

Saturday, January 7, 2006 

An extra 2 cents to mail a first-class letter doesn't bother Jack Greiner at all -- even though he can remember a time when stamps cost 3 cents. 

"Of course, ice cream cones only cost 5 cents back then, too," Greiner, 72, of Unity Township, said Friday after doing business at the post office in Greensburg. 

Beginning Sunday, the U.S. Postal Service will raise most of its rates and fees by about 5.4 percent, the first such increase since 2002. 

First-class stamp prices are going up 2 cents -- to 39 cents. In addition, priority mail rates for a 1-pound package are going up to $4.05 from $3.85. And rates for a half-pound express mail package will increase to $14.40 from $13.65. Fees for services such as certified mail, delivery confirmation and money orders also will increase. 

Diana Svoboda, a spokeswoman for the Postal Service's Pittsburgh district, said the rate increase was necessary because of a 2003 federal mandate that the postal service set aside $3.1 billion in an escrow account this year. 

"This was mandated by Congress," she said. "This was not a postal decision." 

Svoboda said the increase would not have been necessary without the congressional mandate. The escrow account will be used at the discretion of Congress, Svoboda said, adding that the postal service still considers its rates "a bargain." 

"If you think about it, 39 cents to go anywhere in the country -- 144 million homes and businesses every day, door-to-door," she said. 

Greiner agreed. 

"Two cents is not bad," Greiner said. "All the other businesses have to increase their prices to keep things going, so it doesn't bother me." 

But Michaelene Uhall, of Greensburg, said she's thinking of using the Internet more because of the rate increase. 

"I'll try not to send out as much mail, get on the Internet and do bill pay," Uhall said. 

Svoboda said despite the fact people can pay bills online, mail volume -- including first class -- increased last year. She said overall mail volume increased by 5.6 billion pieces to 212 billion items last year. First-class mail volume increased for the first time in about 2 1/2 years, Svoboda added. 

"That tells me that people have faith in the postal service," she said. 

She said the increases show that the ability to pay bills online has not hampered mail volume. 

"There are so many fears with the computer, I think a lot of people are coming back to using the mail," Svoboda said. 

Christy Bell, 33, of Hempfield Township, said she does pay a lot of bills online. 

"I like the post office, but if I can save 39 cents, I will," Bell said. 

Still, she doesn't think the increase is dramatic. 

"I think the post office is an amazing system," she said. "They do a really good job. I've never mailed something that's never gotten there." 

Jennifer Reeger can be reached at jreeger@tribweb.com or (724) 836-6155. 

<#==#>
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rand jury to investigate police actions after Katrina

Cain Burdeau

Associated Press

Jan. 26, 2006 12:00 AM

NEW ORLEANS - A Louisiana grand jury will investigate several controversies involving police in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, including the theft of cars from a Cadillac dealership and the shooting deaths of two men suspected of firing on contractors.

The grand jury will be the first impaneled here since Hurricane Katrina hit on Aug. 29. District Attorney Eddie Jordan, whose offices were flooded in the storm, announced the investigations Wednesday from his temporary headquarters in a former nightclub.

More than 200 vehicles, including 88 new Cadillacs and Chevrolets, were taken from a dealership amid the chaos after the hurricane hit. New Orleans police have acknowledged that some of the cars were taken by officers to replace flooded police cars.

In October, two civilians were arrested in the case and on Friday a federal grand jury indicted a former officer on charges of stealing a pickup truck from the dealership.

The police-shooting case has been surrounded by confusion. On Sept. 4, police said five people were shot to death by officers after opening fire on a group of contractors on a bridge in New Orleans. But the number was later revised down to two, and questions have been raised about whether those killed were involved in any wrongdoing.

The grand jury also will look at evidence in a case involving a police chief and police officer from the small town of Mermentau who were accused of looting after Katrina. And it will examine allegations of possible malfeasance involving a Port of New Orleans official who dismissed about 60 port officers who could have helped protect a mall and taken part in rescue efforts.

Jordan said the grand jury will probably also look into the deaths of patients at hospitals during Katrina and investigate whether the levees that broke were improperly built.

<#==#>

border patrol cops always have lots of good weed they can sell to you

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0126agent26.html

Border agent accused of taking bale of pot

Dennis Wagner

The Arizona Republic

Jan. 26, 2006 12:00 AM

A U.S. Border Patrol agent who authorities say was caught on videotape stealing marijuana from a smuggler's truck faces two criminal counts in federal court.

According to the U.S. Attorney's Office, Michael Carlos Gonzalez found the abandoned drug load while on patrol Dec. 28 and stole a bale of pot while a Department of Public Safety officer chased two smugglers. Gonzalez, 33, of Vail, was indicted for intent to distribute marijuana and possession of a firearm during a drug-trafficking crime.

<#==#>

It's easy to be a fake mexican cop!!!! And you can always use it as an excuse to rob someone!

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0126mexico-border26.html

Smugglers posed as Mexican soldiers

Mark Stevenson

Associated Press

Jan. 26, 2006 12:00 AM

MEXICO CITY - What looked like a Mexican military patrol aiding drug traffickers on the border shocked Texas police.

It was hardly a relief to the United States when Mexico announced Wednesday that the men were impostors: It meant that gangs feel free to drive around the border area with military-style vehicles and uniforms.

Mexico has become accustomed to traffickers disguised as cops or soldiers.

It's not just the uniforms; gangs in Mexico often use grenades and rocket launchers. The suspects in Monday's incident had a military-style Humvee.

Caps, vests and T-shirts with official-looking logos for Mexico's federal police are sold at street stands. Some cops even rent out their uniforms or patrol cars to shakedown artists.

"It's very easy to go out and buy military uniforms in a store," said Rodolfo Casillas, a professor who specializes in crime at the Latin American School for Social Sciences. "It's very easy to get (uniforms) for any police agency you want to imitate."

Rick Glancey of the Texas Border Sheriffs' Coalition said the confrontation began 50 miles east of El Paso when state police tried to stop three sport utility vehicles on Interstate 10. The vehicles made a quick U-turn and headed south toward the border, a few miles away.

Crossing the border, one SUV got stuck in the river, and the men with the Humvee tried in vain to tow it. Then a group of men in civilian clothes began unloading what appeared to be bundles of marijuana and set the SUV on fire before fleeing.

It was a tense confrontation at a time of rising anger over border security. The United States is considering extending a wall along the 2,000- mile border, something Mexicans bitterly resent.

Recent reports that Mexican soldiers and police have been crossing into the United States about 20 times a year have irked U.S. border states, even though Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff downplayed the problem, noting that in many places the border is not clearly marked.

Mexican presidential spokesman Ruben Aguilar told a news conference Wednesday that "it is known that these are drug traffickers using military uniforms, and they were not even regulation military uniforms."

Mexico also confirmed its long-standing policy that its soldiers must stay away from the border unless they have special authorization.

A U.S. law enforcement official in Washington, speaking on the condition of anonymity because the matter is politically sensitive in both countries, confirmed Aguilar's account, saying the FBI and other agencies had found no evidence that the men in uniform were Mexican soldiers. State Department spokesman Sean McCormack said both governments are investigating.

Mexico's Foreign Relations Department said in a statement that Monday's incident, in which shots were not fired, could have been staged to "damage the image of our armed forces and bilateral cooperation."

<#==#>

you can always trust people in government :) 

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0126nesentence26.html

Scottsdale official faces prison time

Elias C. Arnold

The Arizona Republic

Jan. 26, 2006 12:00 AM

SCOTTSDALE - A Scottsdale Human Relations Commission member is scheduled for sentencing Friday in a Virginia federal court on three counts of fraud.

Aubrey Strickstein, 46, could face as much as 15 years in prison for accepting money for services he had no intention of providing, according to the U.S. Attorney's Office for the Eastern District of Virginia.

Strickstein owns Scottsdale-based Pinebrook Consulting, a human resources firm, and has served on the Scottsdale commission since October 2003.

The board advises the City Council on diversity and promotes cultural awareness.

Court documents say Strickstein received $100,000 from America Online in early 2003 for services he failed to provide, intending to pass the money to a third party to benefit then-AOL human resources executive Gregory Horton, who pleaded guilty to wire fraud Jan. 13.

Strickstein was convicted in November of wire fraud, mail fraud and transferring fraudulently obtained money across state lines.

Strickstein has already repaid $100,000 he received from AOL, the U.S. Attorney's Office said.

He did not return calls for comment Wednesday.

Strickstein was acquitted on one count of conspiracy and two additional counts of wire fraud stemming from his relationship with Horton and another former AOL executive, Ruben Moreno Jr., according to a federal indictment, when they worked for AutoNation in 2000 and when Horton worked for Qwest Communications in 2001-02. Moreno pleaded guilty to one count of conspiracy.

<#==#>
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Abuse cases end quietly for diocese

5 lawsuits settled out of court

Michael Clancy

The Arizona Republic

Jan. 26, 2006 12:00 AM

The Phoenix Diocese quietly has reached out-of-court settlements in five sex-abuse lawsuits filed in Maricopa County, paying out $375,000 to the victims. Each of the cases was settled in the past six months.

"Bishop (Thomas J.) Olmsted would like to put these matters behind us, and we are working very hard to do that," said Mike Haran, attorney for the diocese.

Olmsted said, "Our primary goal concerning these settlements is to foster healing and reconciliation."

He added, "We believe the settlements were fair and appropriate."

The diocese also has resolved four cases filed in Tucson. Remaining are 17 lawsuits, 10 filed locally and seven in California.

Mark Kennedy, who received a settlement, said ending his case brought "healing and wellness."

"I was overcome by a sense of forgiveness for everyone who hurt me," he said.

But another recipient, John Starkey, said the entire matter "is one of the worst things that has ever happened in my life, much more damaging then the actual abuse."

"The diocese is never going to admit they were wrong or apologize for it," Starkey said.

Phoenix contributed $200,000 to the Tucson Diocese's bankruptcy pool to settle the four lawsuits that occurred when Phoenix was part of the Tucson Diocese.The total of $575,000 does not include all the costs associated with the cases. The diocese retains an outside law firm to handle the cases in court, and it pays counseling costs for victims and their assailants. It also pays stipends to suspended priests. Olmsted said the diocese is using insurance money and unrestricted operating funds to pay the settlements.

The diocese acknowledged, in a national survey released in September 2003, that it previously had paid out $2.7 million related to abuse costs, including the settlement of 14 lawsuits for $1.8 million. All of the settled cases, as well as those that are pending, were filed since 2003, and many of them recount familiar tales of Catholic priests grooming and then molesting the plaintiffs. None of the priests remain in active ministry, but only one has been laicized, or removed from the priesthood. Three of them have died, and two others officially left the priesthood.

Of the 26 total cases, victims have been made public in only nine. One of the five who reached a settlement has never been identified.

Those who settled are:

• Victor DiGiovine, who accused the Rev. Saul Madrid of abusing him in 1987 when both were at SS. Simon and Jude Cathedral in Phoenix. Madrid never faced criminal charges. DiGiovine received $75,000.

• Kennedy, who claimed abuse at the hands of the Rev. Patrick Colleary in 1979 while Colleary visited his home. Colleary is facing criminal charges in connection with other victims. He lives in his native Ireland, where extradition proceedings failed. Kennedy received $100,000.

• Ben Kulina, who was abused by the Rev. John Giandelone in 1979 and 1980. Giandelone was convicted in the case in March 2003 and spent 13 months in prison. Giandelone, who served two previous sentences, has left the priesthood. Kulina received $110,000.

•  Starkey cited abuse in 1985. The Rev. Joseph Lessard, his abuser, served three years' probation in a plea agreement after then-Bishop Thomas J. O'Brien requested leniency for the priest. Lessard remained an active priest, spending much of his career as a hospital chaplain in Illinois, until he was removed permanently from ministry in 2002. Starkey received $50,000.

• An unidentified victim of the Rev. Karl LeClaire in 1993 received $40,000 from the diocese. LeClaire, a member of the Salvatorian religious order, is serving a year in prison for a separate case.

Kulina declined to discuss his settlement. Kennedy was more forthcoming, saying the money was less important to him than the closure.

Starkey said he would have been better off never talking about his situation.

"My self-image was so shot by the end of this, I just wanted out," he said. "Wish I had a happy story, but my life now is hell."

Only one of the four people receiving settlements through Tucson has been identified. He is Thomas Groom, who was abused as a child at St. Gregory Parish in Phoenix. Those settlements are as high as $425,000.

David Clohessy, national director of the Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests, or SNAP, said there is no "average" award. Very few civil cases have gone to trial because juries have awarded settlements in the millions of dollars, he said, and that gives the church motivation to settle.

On the other hand, "Many times, an abuse survivor faces tremendous financial and family pressure to settle, coupled with an emotional need to move forward," Clohessy said.

Haran said the Phoenix cases have been settled "one at a time," rather than in a group as other dioceses have done, including Tucson, Orange County and Boston.

"It is the way we have done it," he said. "No one has proposed doing it any other way. Each case is different on its merits."

Paul Pfaffenberger, local director of SNAP, said he would have preferred to see the cases settled as a group because he believes each victim would have been better served.

He said he did not know of any lawsuits about to be filed, "but I have heard of plenty who have chosen not to file because they believed it would not serve their needs."

As a result, he said, the number of civil cases tends to lag far behind the actual number of abuse cases.

<#==#>
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Lawyer: Saddam wants to sue Bush, Blair

By SINAN SALAHEDDIN

Associated Press Writer


BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) -- Saddam Hussein's chief lawyer said Thursday that the deposed Iraqi president wants President Bush and British Prime Minister Tony Blair tried on allegations of committing war crimes.

Khalil al-Dulaimi said Saddam wants to sue both leaders, along with Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, for allegedly authorizing the use of weapons such as depleted uranium artillery shells, white phosphorous, napalm and cluster bombs against Iraqis.

"We will sue Bush, Blair and Rumsfeld in The Hague for using such weapons of mass destruction," al-Dulaimi, in Jordan, told The Associated Press in Baghdad during a telephone interview.

No complaint has been filed to the International Criminal Court in The Netherlands, but al-Dulaimi said Saddam's foreign defense team will present it "very soon."

"President Saddam intends to bring those criminals to justice for their mass killings of Iraqis in Baghdad, Ramadi, Fallujah and Qaim and abusing prisoners at Abu Ghraib," the lawyer added.

Saddam also wants all Iraqis who have had relatives killed or had property damaged should receive at least $500,000 each.

There have been several allegations that the United States used outlawed weapons, such as napalm, in the November 2004 Fallujah offensive, but the Pentagon has denied using it.

In November, the Pentagon acknowledged that U.S. troops used white phosphorous shells against insurgent strongholds in the same Fallujah battle, adding that they are a standard weapon and not banned by any international weapons convention to which the United States is a signatory.

Use of white phosphorous is covered by Protocol III of the 1980 Convention on Conventional Weapons, which prohibits use of the substance as an incendiary weapon against civilian populations and in air attacks against military forces in civilian areas. The United States is not a signatory to the convention.

U.S. soldiers have also claimed they have fallen ill to exposure to depleted uranium artillery shells in Iraq, but the Pentagon has said metal does not cause ailments.

Depleted uranium is the hard, heavy metal created as a byproduct of enriching uranium for nuclear reactor fuel or weapons material.

Most studies have indicated that depleted uranium exposure will not harm soldiers. But a 2002 study by Britain's Royal Society said soldiers who ingest or inhale enough depleted uranium could suffer kidney damage. It cautioned that there were too many uncertainties in the study to draw reliable conclusions.

Saddam, his half brother Barzan Ibrahim and six other defendants are on trial in the 1982 killing of more than 140 Shiite Muslims after an attempt on Saddam's life in the northern town of Dujail. They could face death by hanging if convicted.

But the trial, which started Oct. 19, has been complicated by the killings of two defense lawyers, courtroom brawls and Tuesday's postponement amid the replacement of the tribunal's top two judges. The case is set to resume Sunday.

<#==#>

before the messy yard law was selectively enforced on a few people. now the messy yard laws will be selectivelly enforced on lost of people!

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=57773

Tempe panel backs boosting code staff

By Garin Groff, Tribune

January 26, 2006

A rental housing task force has called on Tempe to bolster code enforcement staffing to target bad neighbors.

The extra code enforcement effort is one of the key weapons Tempe needs to deal with the growing problem of blighted rental homes, members of the ad hoc task force said as the group met Tuesday for the last time.

The task force included student renters, homeowners, landlords and three City Council members, who all seemed pleased with the plan they assembled over the last several months.

Some renters and task force members said they initially feared the city would impose overly strict regulations on renters or landlords. But they found the proposals reasonable.

“I see no reason why anybody should complain,” said Tom Reade, a renter who spoke to the task force.

The task force called for the following actions by Tempe:

• Add code compliance officers. Enforcement suffered because half the eightperson unit was not staffed part of last year. Councilman Ben Arredondo called for 10 part-time employees, saying retired city residents would be ideal candidates. The larger staff would do more proactive enforcement and expand hours to cover weekends. The extra staff wouldn’t target just rentals, but look at all residential property.

• Create a city database of rental properties with current ownership information. The city now relies on county records that either are outdated or incomplete.

• Assemble information packets to remind landlords and tenants of city codes. Arizona State University would help distribute them, as college students generate a major portion of complaints.

• Require landlords to provide parking for all homes on the property — and not on the street. Homes can use up to half the front of a property for parking.

The task force’s recommendations will go to the council for discussion on March 23.

Contact Garin Groff by email, or phone (480) 898-6554

<#==#>

Inside! Fresh Google search terms to confound Dubya and the FBI. Also: 

Is Bush a fascist?

By Mark Morford, SF Gate Columnist

Wednesday, January 25, 2006

Does 'Narnia' Actually Suck? - Sure the movie is hollow, lukewar...

01/11/2006

Attention, all who are reading this column right now, please put down 

your drink and leap up off the couch and put your pants back on and log 

in to Google and type the words "hot bunny terrorist fluffer banana" 

into the comely and world-beloved Google search engine. Do it. Do it 

now.

Oh no wait, make it "Osama butt pancake lube explosives yay." Or better 

yet, try "homemade nuke porn lollipop kiddie nipple bomb!!!" (Be sure 

to include extra exclamation points because as we all know, Dubya isn't 

the brightest of presidents and these will add zing and personality to 

your entry and make your search terms -- the very ones the Bush 

administration is right now subpoenaing the Google corporation to gain 

access to -- really stand out to the FBI and the Department of Justice, 

which are always in need of a little zing).

It shall be a mini-movement. It shall be called "Operation Screw With 

the DOJ and Make Lynne Cheney Squirm." It shall be a big national 

gigglefest as we watch George W. Bush's gummint work to force and 

coerce the search engines of the nation to turn over their massive logs 

of search terms, all in an effort to see what perverted and 

criminal-minded people like you are really searching for, and sure you 

can defend yourself and claim it's pictures of Brangelina or recipes 

for blood orange/vodka body shots or just what the hell is wrong with 

Samuel Alito to make him look so wan and malicious, when we all know 

you're really looking for, of course, massive amounts of porn. And so 

are your kids.

Is it not just the warmest and nicest sensation? Is it not just 

pleasing to your core to know that your government is right now trying 

to track your behavior in a whole new and unsettling way, using the 

vague excuse that they're trying to "protect" children from online porn 

(an effort, by the way, to reinstate nasty anti-porn laws that were 

blocked by the Supreme Court two years ago)? Are we now utterly charmed 

to death that this is the most invasive and appallingly mistrustful 

administration since Nixon secretly beat himself with nails?

Now here you might say, oh please, the feds issuing subpoenas to Google 

and Yahoo and the rest for access to their search logs is nothing to be 

overly paranoid about. After all, BushCo is not, at this time, asking 

for information on individual behaviors. They are not checking the IP 

address of your home computer or secretly recording your every 

keystroke as you type or looking through your windows with high-powered 

telescopes as you look up the hideous "Goatse" phenomenon (Google it, 

if you dare) or buy a Jesus-shaped dildo or search for a big list of 

all known slang terms for "penis" for use in your, uh, novel. So far as 

you know.

But it certainly doesn't feel very far off. BushCo's latest move 

against the citizenry is indeed a new and disturbing salvo, sending a 

shiver down the spine of civil rights proponents everywhere. Are you 

concerned? No?

Then try this: Simply couple this latest move with BushCo's outright 

love and defense of torture, along with Dubya's recent enthusiastic 

declaration that his team of flying monkeys has been secretly 

wiretapping whomever it wants in this nation for the past four years 

without any sort of warrant and, well, you've got yourself one hell of 

a big sticky taste of happy neofascism.

What, not enough? Fine. How about how Bush's insane rate of issuing 

those now-infamous "signing statements," those little firebombs of 

judicial misprision wherein your mumbling president gets to reserve for 

himself the right to ignore any law he signs -- yes, any law he 

desires: anti-torture, surveillance, you name it -- whenever he feels 

like it, if he deems that law unconstitutional. Screw Congress. Screw 

the system of law. And screw, well, you.

For the record: Ronald Reagan issued 71 signing statements during his 

unholy term. Bill Clinton issued 105 over the span of eight years. Bush 

41 signed off on 146, the previous record.

And Dubya? Well, little George has slapped his color-crayon signature 

on over 500 signing statements so far, reserving his right to disregard 

the law more times than all former American presidents combined. It is 

a record. It is a disgusting abuse of power. It is another thing to 

stack on the pile o' embarrassment for our nation. Shall we see how 

high we can go before we topple and implode?

(Here is the beautiful kicker, the thing to make you shudder and sigh: 

As this Knight Ridder report illuminates, in 2003 lawmakers attempted 

to rein in Bush's abuse of signing statements by passing a bill that 

required the Justice Department to inform Congress whenever BushCo 

decided to ignore a legislative provision. Bush signed the bill into 

law -- but then immediately issued a signing statement asserting his 

right to ignore it. Ah, the nauseating poetry of it all.)

It is amusing how little I am hearing in defense of BushCo anymore. The 

rafts of flaming hate mail I used to receive from the sanctimonious 

right has subsided to a withered whimper, nothing really to defend 

anymore, one of the most corrupt and secretive presidencies in American 

history, more criminals and indictments per square White House foot 

than a den of drug runners, a decimated economy and a failed war and 

thousands of soldiers dead and tens of thousands disabled and not a 

single explanation or apology.

No one is writing in anymore to say what a good and noble man Bush is. 

No one pointing up stats to prove how Dubya and his cronies have 

brought integrity and honor back to the White House. And never a single 

voiced raised in meek cry to claim that we are somehow better off than 

we were six years ago, that there's a new feeling of hope and renewal, 

the slightest hint that we are improving our ability to take care of 

our poor and rebuild our bankrupt cities and help heal our mauled 

international relations.

Hell, even the most devout of Bush sycophants are becoming increasingly 

disturbed by this administration's unchecked power grab, by the new 

American neofascist mantra that claims that wiretapping is good, and 

surveillance is good, and torture and secret prisons are very, very 

good, and Big Brother scouring America's Internet habits is fine and 

healthy for your family, and ignoring the law whenever you deem it 

appropriate, a provision that lets you get away with murder, well, in 

the parlance of Bush himself, that's the goodest of all.

So then, as we wait to vote huge numbers of these corrupt cretins out 

of office this upcoming congressional election, why not make as much 

noise as possible? Why not start a mini- search revolution, fluster the 

FBI and give a rash to the DOJ and Lynne Cheney alike? There are worse 

ways to spend your lunch hour.

Up, off the couch. Log in to Google. Type "Karl Rove eaten by giant 

homosexual squid." Type "George W. Bush beaten to lifeless pulp by 

swarm of angry kindergarten children." Enter "Samuel Alito loves his 

'Weapons of Ass Destruction IV' DVD." It might not be much, but it sure 

sends the right kind of message. Don't you agree? 

<#==#>

Any new Arizona state employees who make over $47,758 can be fired for any reason, execpt for cops and prison workers. i guess pigs and prison guards are special

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0127employee-pay27.html

State workers' 6.3% raise OK'd 

Senate passes measure on 25-2 vote; Napolitano indicates she will sign it

Robbie Sherwood 

The Arizona Republic 

Jan. 27, 2006 12:00 AM

State workers in March will get their largest pay increase in decades, an average 6.3 percent bump for thousands of rank-and-file agency and university employees, lawmakers decided Thursday.

The Senate overwhelmingly approved the $225 million pay package, touted as a badly needed balm to stem high turnover and low morale among the 50,000 people who provide state services. The House passed the same package Wednesday.

While a few Democrats criticized the plan as not generous enough, or because there were some strings attached, Gov. Janet Napolitano told Democratic lawmakers Thursday that she was eager to receive the pay raise bill and would likely sign it into law.

"I'd prefer to give our state employees a raise now, as opposed to letting it get wrapped up into budget negotiations," Napolitano said.

If Napolitano does sign the plan, workers will get their first increase on March 11. The Senate approved House Bill 2661 by a vote of 25-2. The House approved it 42-15. 

Some state employees were cautiously optimistic about the raises, still not quite believing they were real after years of disappointment.

"If it actually passes and it's actually given to us, that would be a good thing," said Tess Hawthorne , a single mother of five who works as a fiscal service specialist for the State Land Department. "But at this point, we'll wait until we actually see it on a paycheck before we get too excited. We've had raises promised before."

Every state worker would get an automatic $1,650 yearly increase, and then a 2.5 percent "performance pay" raise on top of that. That means workers at lower salaries, between $20,000 to $32,000, would get raises as high as 10 percent. Workers at higher salaries would get raises closer to 4.2 percent. 

To keep their performance pay raises, however, state agencies will have to create new standards to improve productivity and the quality of their services. If an agency's workers don't meet those new standards, they could lose the 2.5 percent performance increase.

Sen. John Huppenthal said a few state agencies, such as the Registrar of Contractors and the Arizona Department of Game and Fish, already have performance pay plans and they are working well.

"What we have here is a win-win for both our state employees and our taxpayers who get state services," said Huppenthal, R-Chandler. "Results from performance pay have been very good to spectacular. It results in better pay and a better working environment."

Also, new hires who make over $47,758 will no longer be subject to the state merit system, meaning they cannot gain any sort of tenure and can be fired for any reason, as in the private sector. Corrections officers and Department of Public Safety officers would be exempt from this rule, however.

Some senators, such as Democrat Victor Soltero of Tucson, voted for the bill despite deep misgivings about the performance pay measure.

"I'm not at all enthused about this bill; I think we could have done a better job," said Soltero, who favored a 9.5 percent increase. "But if our state employees can get a raise in March, I'm for them receiving an increase as soon as possible. I hope down the road pay for performance does not become an obstacle."

Senator Carolyn Allen of Scottsdale broke ranks from her Republican colleagues because she could not support the performance pay measure.

"I want our employees to have a pay raise," said Allen, R-Scottsdale. "I don't think we should give them a pay raise and then take it away from them."

State workers in Arizona make an average of $32,789 a year, 22 percent below the estimated market value for comparable workers. Employees in nearby states make substantially more: an average of $45,425 in Colorado and $43,550 in Nevada, for example. 

Late in 2005, a state legislative advisory committee recommended employee pay raises of 7.5 percent next year and 6.3 percent during the four years beyond that to bring Arizona up to the market rate.

Lawmakers have approved raises in the past two years for Department of Public Safety and Corrections officers to help stem double-digit turnover rates and close a wide pay gap with other government police forces. Rank-and-file employees got what was termed a 1.7 percent raise last year, but really it was just enough to cover a mandatory increase to their retirement contributions. After that raise was taxed, most employees actually lost a few dollars out of each paycheck.

Rank-and-file workers in other agencies last got a real pay raise in 2004, an across-the-board $1,000 increase that amounted to an average raise of about 2.6 percent. And a $1,400 bump in 2002 was the only other raise they've gotten in the past eight years.
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Bush again defends spy program 

53% of Americans approve, poll says

Wire services 

Jan. 27, 2006 12:00 AM 

WASHINGTON - President Bush suggested Thursday that he would resist any congressional move to change his controversial program of warrantless surveillance for terrorist threats and said, "There's no doubt in my mind it is legal."

Bush told a White House news conference that the domestic spying program "is designed to protect civil liberties" and declared that "it's necessary."

Democrats have accused the president of breaking the law in allowing eavesdropping on overseas communications to and from U.S. residents, and even some members of his own party have questioned the practice. 

It was the Bush's first full-scale news conference of the new year and the 10th since he was re-elected in 2004. He previewed his upcoming State of the Union address and the administration's cooperation with Congress on its investigation of Hurricane Katrina.

Asked if he would support efforts in Congress to spell out his authority to continue the eavesdropping program, Bush cited what he said was the extreme delicacy of the operation. "But it's important for people to understand that this program is so sensitive and so important that if information gets out to how we run it or how we operate it, it'll help the enemy," he said. "Why tell the enemy what we're doing?

Bush defended his administration's level of cooperation with congressional investigations into the government's slow response to Hurricane Katrina, citing the thousands of documents the White House has provided.

Meanwhile, the latest New York Times/CBS News Poll suggests Americans are willing to tolerate eavesdropping without warrants to fight terrorism but are concerned that the aggressive anti-terrorism programs championed by the Bush administration are encroaching on civil liberties. 

The poll said that 53 percent of Americans approved of Bush authorizing eavesdropping without prior court approval "in order to reduce the threat of terrorism;" 46 percent disapproved. When the question was asked stripped of any mention of terrorism, 46 percent of those respondents approved and 50 percent said they disapproved.

The Times/CBS News telephone poll was conducted with 1,229 adults, starting last Friday and ending on Wednesday. Its margin of sampling error was 3 percentage points.

Associated Press and the New York Times contributed to this article.

<#==#>

winning the drug war, and winning the war on terrorism - impossible!!!! hell we can't even keep third rate drug dealers from digging tunnels under the border - and i should add high quality tunnels.

http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/mexico/tijuana/20060126-9999-7n26tunnel.html

Two tons of pot found inside Mexico-U.S. border tunnel 

By Onell R. Soto and Leslie Berestein

UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITERS

January 26, 2006 

DAVID MAUNG

Investigators discovered a sophisticated cross-border tunnel yesterday extending about a half-mile and found about 2 tons of marijuana on the Mexican end.

Investigators discovered a sophisticated cross-border tunnel yesterday extending about a half-mile and found about 2 tons of marijuana on the Mexican end. 

The tunnel begins about 85 feet below a small warehouse about 175 yards south of the U.S. border. The other end is in an apparently vacant industrial building in Otay Mesa. 

Late last night, authorities were still pulling marijuana out of the tunnel, which is outfitted with electricity and a ventilation system. The building is in an industrial neighborhood near Tijuana's airport. 

A Mexican federal agent investigated a tunnel below a small warehouse near Tijuana's airport last night. The tunnel, which extends a half-mile across the border into the United States, is outfitted with electricity and a ventilation system.

The concrete-lined shaft is 6 feet by 12 feet with a metal ladder that leads to the packed-earth tunnel, which is tall enough for a person to stand in. 

A gurney hanging from a pulley system attached to one of the building's beams allowed items to be moved into and out of the tunnel. Two trucks and a van were parked inside the warehouse. 

Authorities said the elaborate tunnel bore the hallmarks of Mexican drug cartels, which have spent millions of dollars in the last 15 years to find a way to move contraband across the border. 

When Mexican officials allowed the media into the small warehouse shortly before 9 p.m., reporters saw about 300 bundles of marijuana stacked more than 5 feet high. 

In the United States, the warehouse where the tunnel ended – north of Siempre Viva Road – was surrounded by law enforcement agents last night. 

Authorities did not estimate how long the tunnel might have been in use or provide information about who might own the properties where the tunnel's entrance and exit were found. 

Going underground 

The biggest tunnels that U.S. and Mexican authorities have discovered under the border between California and Baja California:

Yesterday – A 2,600-foot-long tunnel between an industrial building near Tijuana's airport and a warehouse near Siempre Viva Road in Otay Mesa.

Feb. 25, 2005 – A 600-foot tunnel between a house in Mexicali and a house in Calexico.

Feb. 27, 2002 – A 1,200-foot tunnel between a ranch house on the outskirts of Tecate, Mexico, and an unoccupied house in Tierra del Sol near Boulevard.

May 31, 1993 – An unfinished 1,450-foot tunnel that began in an industrial building near Tijuana's airport. The tunnelers were headed toward a warehouse on Siempre Viva Road in Otay Mesa, but were about 120 feet short when it was discovered. 

In Tijuana, after spending most of yesterday waiting for a search warrant from Mexico City, dozens of Mexican police and federal agents swarmed around the metal building and surrounding truck yard late in the afternoon. 

While Mexican agents awaited approval for a thorough search of the shaft, their U.S. counterparts resumed digging with heavy equipment in an area between two border fences. 

That digging stopped about 4:15 p.m. when word came back that Mexican agents had found the tunnel at the bottom of the shaft. 

"We have a tunnel and it's massive," said Lauren Mack, a spokeswoman with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, which was investigating the tunnel with agents from the Border Patrol and the Drug Enforcement Administration. 

The U.S. Attorney's Office in San Diego and Mexican federal, state and local officials are also part of the investigation. 

Based on tips, U.S. officials began investigating the possibility of a tunnel in the area in 2004. 

The investigation included searches using high-tech equipment capable of providing rough images of objects underground. 

Monday evening, U.S. agents notified their Mexican counterparts of the possibility of a tunnel. 

California National Guard troops who work with the Border Patrol began digging Tuesday morning with a bulldozer and a backhoe.  

In Tijuana, Mexican military trucks rolled in and out of the yard yesterday. 

At a billboard-making business next door, worker José Javier Ramirez Velasquez, 24, said the large shed "appeared abandoned." 

Since moving from Guadalajara two months ago, he has been staying on a trailer nearby and said he had heard no noise or any digging. 

"It caught me by surprise learning there was a narcotunnel here," he said. Meanwhile, several miles away yesterday morning, a U.S. Border Patrol agent found another tunnel a short distance west of the San Ysidro border crossing. 

This tunnel, far from sophisticated, is the kind that agents call a "gopher hole." It was dug in an area just south of the fence in Mexico and extended about 30 feet in the United States, officials from Immigration and Customs Enforcement and the Border Patrol said. 

The tunnel, just 2 feet underground and about 2 feet square, was discovered after an agent investigating some people standing near the fence north of the border found an area where it had caved in, Border Patrol spokesman Richard Kite said. 

"It was not a complete tunnel and was of no use to any criminal enterprise," he said. "There were several people who were coming north of the fence. One of them was able to make it back across to Mexico." 

That tunnel was about 50 yards west of where a similar tunnel was found Jan. 9. 

A fourth tunnel under construction, with electric lights but with its entrance covered by a board, was discovered near the Otay Mesa border crossing Friday. 

This month's discoveries bring to 21 the number of tunnels found in Arizona and California since Sept. 11, 2001, when inspections at the border crossings were beefed up. Between 1990 and 2001, 15 tunnels were found. 

The increased number of tunnels is a good sign, said John Fernandes, the special agent in charge of the DEA's San Diego office. 

"It is an indication, as far as I'm concerned, about their frustration with our success," he said. 

Drug seizures at California border crossings were up 24 percent last fiscal year over the year before, customs officials announced this week. In the year ending Sept. 30, more than 127 tons of drugs were seized, the vast majority of that marijuana. 

Tunnels provide a way to avoid inspectors altogether, and that's why drug cartels will spend millions of dollars building them, said lawyer John Kirby, who specialized in drug prosecutions before leaving the U.S. Attorney's Office last year. 

"You don't have to play Russian roulette with the border," he said. 

The Arellano-Felix cartel was behind a 1,000-foot tunnel between a Mexican ranch house east of Tecate and a house in East County. 

It has been battling rival cartels headed by accused drug traffickers Ismael "El Mayo" Zambada and Joaquín "El Chapo" Guzman. 

Guzman has tried underground routes before, prosecutors said. 

In 1993, people working for him tried to dig a tunnel 1,450 feet north from an industrial building in Tijuana to a factory building under construction in Otay Mesa. They came up in a field about 120 feet short of their target. 

That tunnel was discovered after officials found a map in a Tijuana safe house while investigating the killings of Cardinal Juan José Posadas Ocampo and six others in Guadalajara. 

Guzman was caught, but escaped from a Mexican jail in 2001. He was indicted in San Diego on drug-trafficking charges. U.S. authorities have offered a $5 million reward for information relating to his arrest. 

"Chapo was known," Kirby said. "He could get drugs over quickly." 

 Onell Soto: (619) 293-1280; onell.soto@uniontrib.com 
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Customs shutters U.S.-Mexico drug tunnel 

By ELLIOT SPAGAT 

Associated Press Writer

SAN DIEGO (AP) -- With tougher drug enforcement above ground, authorities say traffickers along the U.S.-Mexican border were forced to dig deep below ground instead.

Inside a five-foot-wide tunnel, with just enough room for an adult to stand, authorities say they discovered two tons of marijuana this week, and what they believe was a passageway for drug trade.

The 2,400-foot long tunnel is lengthier than most of the 21 cross-border tunnels that have been discovered since authorities began keeping track after the Sept. 11 attacks, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement officials said.

"It was like being in a cavern or a cave," said Michael Unzueta, customs special agent in charge in San Diego.

The tunnel had a pulley system on the Mexican side, which began near the Tijuana airport, and ended in a warehouse on the U.S. side, authorities said. Inside, it had a cement floor and lights mounted on one of the hard soil walls.

John Fernandes, special agent in charge of the Drug Enforcement Administration's San Diego office, said he suspected the tunnel was the work of Tijuana's Arellano-Felix drug smuggling syndicate or another well-known drug cartel. He said tougher enforcement aboveground had forced smugglers to dig below.

The tunnel's discovery prompted the U.S. Attorney's office in San Diego to open a criminal investigation, said Lauren Mack, a spokeswoman for U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement.

The tunnel exited into a large, two-story white cinderblock warehouse in an industrial San Diego neighborhood near the border.

A green sign over the door said V&F Distributors LLC. County records listed the building's owner as Helen Park of Long Beach. The phone rang unanswered Thursday at her home.

Mexican authorities found the entrance about 100 yards south of the border on Tuesday, and officers on the U.S. side found the exit Wednesday. Mexican officials allowed reporters and photographers, including an Associated Press photographer, into the tunnel late Wednesday.

Four tunnels have been discovered this month in the Tijuana-San Diego area, including a more primitive tunnel that was also found Wednesday when a U.S. Border Patrol vehicle struck a sinkhole.
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some useless information.

i weighed a 1 foot lenght of bare copper 12 guage wire at the post office and it weighed .30 ounces.

that means 100 feet of bare copper 12 gauge wire would weigh 30 ounces or 1.875 pounds or 852 grams.

12 guage wire is .0808 inches in diameter and 15 guage wire is .0571 inches in diameter, and when you caculate the area of the wire the 15 guage wire is half the area of the 12 guage wire so 100 feet of 15 gauge wire would weigh 15 ounces, 0.937 pounds or 426 grams.

that jives with some tables i found on the internet that say 12 guage copper wire weighs 1 pound for every 50.59 feet, and same for 15 guage wire which weighes 1 pound for every 101.4 feet.

now i checked out some data on weather balloon too. in the back of my mind i though the typical weight of a weather balloon payload was 100 grams or one tenth of a kilo, .22 pounds, or about 3.52 ounces.

the weather balloons i found on the internet listed gross lift weights of 60 to 3950 grams and free lift weights from 50 to 2000 grams. so a weather balloon should easily be able to lift a 400 to 1000 gram wire 100 feet into the air.

<#==#>

now clay thompson in his article said that it takes 2,700 cu ft of helium to lift 170 pounds. that means it takes about 16 cu feet of helium to lift one pound. 

so 4/3 pi r3 is the volume of a sphere so

    16 = 4/3 pi r3

    (16/4)*3/pi =  r3

     3.83 = r3

     1.56 = r

which means you need a balloon with a radius of 1.56 or roughly 3 feet in diameter to carry up a pound of weight.

<#==#>

i really dont see what the problem is with north korea printing worthless $100 bills that are not backed by anything. the US government prints billions of the same bills which are also worthles and not backed by anything.

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0129counterfeiting0129.html

Fake bills, nuclear arms fuse in N. Korea 

U.S. struggling to split issues

Martin Fackler 

New York Times 

Jan. 29, 2006 12:00 AM 

SEOUL, South Korea - It has all the makings of a James Bond movie: an isolated authoritarian regime running a secret counterfeiting network with tentacles reaching into foreign banks. 

This is the picture of North Korea that former U.S. officials and analysts say Washington has pieced together in recent years as it has investigated the appearance around the world of bogus $100 bills so perfect that they have been called "supernotes."

The North Korean government has vehemently denied any hand in counterfeiting and has vowed to resist pressure from the United States over the matter.

Using government printing presses to run off another country's currency would appear to be the sort of criminal act that demands tough international penalties. But Washington's effort to press its case has become mired in the tricky politics of an even larger and more serious problem: nuclear proliferation.

At least one important U.S. ally in the region, South Korea, apparently fears pushing the counterfeiting issue could derail efforts to persuade North Korea to give up its nuclear ambitions.

"The counterfeiting issue has become just a card in the bigger game of getting North Korea to disarm," said Kim Sung-han, a researcher at the Institute of Foreign Affairs and National Security, a government policy research group.

That is why when a delegation from the Treasury Department arrived last week to ask for South Korea's cooperation to stop the counterfeiting, the Americans got a chilly and slightly puzzling response.

Partners divided

South Korea, a longtime partner of Washington against North Korea, went to lengths to distance itself from the U.S. accusations, even to the point of denying that the United States had sought its support.

On Thursday, President Bush vowed to press North Korea to stop counterfeiting.

"If someone is cheating on us, we need to stop them," Bush said. The United States says it has found $45 million in supernotes, which it says North Korea has used to prop up its decrepit economy and keep its leaders in luxury.

In part, the rift between the allies reflects a widening gap in their strategies for dealing with North Korea. While Washington favors a harder line, Seoul hopes a gentler approach may one day lead to a reunification of the two Koreas, specialists say.

South Korea also seems to share concerns that the counterfeiting issue is threatening six-nation talks aimed at peacefully ending North Korea's nuclear weapons program. In November, North Korea's envoy walked out of the negotiations after the United States imposed penalties on Banco Delta Asia, a bank in the former Portuguese colony of Macau that it says North Korean diplomats used to launder briefcases full of bogus bills.

Why now?

Many wonder why the United States has chosen to raise the counterfeiting issue now, after remaining virtually silent for more than a decade. U.S. officials first suspected North Korea in the late 1980s, when supernotes started appearing in East Asia and the Middle East. But Washington did not take action until the penalties against Banco Delta Asia in September.

David Asher, a former State Department official who oversaw the investigation into North Korean counterfeiting, offered another explanation. He said the Bush administration ordered the inquiry soon after taking power in 2001.

"The timing is just a coincidence," Asher said. "The administration wanted us to prove this. They didn't want this to end up like Iraqi WMDs," referring to the so-called weapons of mass destruction that the Bush administration never found in Iraq.

<#==#>

this little piggy had his identy stolen!

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=57967

Ex-Chandler police chief victim of identity theft  

By Chris Markham, Tribune 

January 29, 2006

Former Chandler Police Chief Bobby Joe Harris knew something was fishy when he started having problems with his Sam’s Club membership credit card. 

Store clerks and managers told him he had closed the account and opened a new one that included a woman’s name he didn’t recognize. But there was good news, the store clerk said. There had been no purchases made on the new account. 

Harris and his wife decided to do some checking on their own and found someone had bought four computers, two TVs and various other items totaling more than $11,000 at a handful of Valley Sam’s Club and Wal-Mart stores. 

“So now I’m a little on the upset side,” Harris said while ruffling through his stack of credit and police reports relating to his case that he’s collected so far. 

Somehow, someone had been able to add themselves to the account Harris had only used twice since he opened it seven years ago to take advantage of the store’s 10 percent discount offer. 

The account is closed now and fraud alerts have been placed in the couple’s files at credit reporting agencies. He doesn’t expect to have to pay for the fraudulent purchases, but wonders how bad things could have become if they had not bothered to do some checking on their own. 

“I’m one of the lucky ones,” Harris said. “I’m a retired police officer. I know the ins and outs. And my wife is a retired bank manager.” 

That expertise, however, couldn’t prevent the couple from becoming victims of identity fraud. 

Chandler police said Friday at least one unidentified woman added herself to the accounts of Harris and one other victim and spent more than $30,000 on laptop computers, MP3 players and TVs at various Sam’s Club stores. 

Police don’t know how the woman was able to gain access to the account, said Chandler detective Livi Kacic. A Sam’s Club spokesman declined to comment on the case, referring questions to Chandler police. 

In the meantime, Harris is taking steps to further protect himself from identify fraud and theft. He wasn’t careless to begin with. He shredded documents before discarding them and didn’t leave mail in the mailbox overnight — all precautions law enforcement officials recommend to guard against identity theft and identity fraud. 

Now, Harris also has subscribed to a consumer-protection service based in Scottsdale that guarantees protection from identity theft. 

LifeLock began operations last April and already has about 60,000 clients. 

“The important thing we tell people is it’s very important for you to take control,” said LifeLock vice president Mike Prusinski. 

The company places fraud alerts with every credit-reporting bureau and restricts any attempts to make changes or open new credit card accounts. And the company promises to reimburse all expenses incurred, up to $1 million, if a client’s identity is stolen. 

Tips to help prevent identity theft 

• Shred documents before throwing them away. 

• Don’t leave mail in your mailbox overnight. 

• Check your credit reports at least once per year. 

• Don’t leave important documents in your car. 

Contact Chris Markham by email, or phone (480) 898-6486 

<#==#>

have a gun and the cops will kill you. the cops shot this guy and he was a cop! i wonder if the cop who was shot was black?

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/O/OFFICER_SHOT?SITE=AZMES&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT

Jan 28, 8:15 PM EST

Off-duty NYPD officer mistakenly shot 

By VERENA DOBNIK 

Associated Press Writer

NEW YORK (AP) -- In a tragic case of mistaken identity, police shot and critically wounded an off-duty officer as he pointed a gun at a suspect outside a fast food restaurant early Saturday, authorities said.

Eric Hernandez, 24, was hit three times and was hospitalized in extremely critical condition, Mayor Michael Bloomberg said.

The officer who pulled the trigger, identified only as a 20-year veteran of the force, was being treated for trauma at another hospital.

Hernandez had been in line at a White Castle restaurant in the Bronx shortly before 5 a.m. when he was assaulted by a half-dozen men, Bloomberg said. It wasn't immediately clear what sparked the fight, but it was captured on the restaurant's security camera.

A woman called 911 from White Castle, and Hernandez - with his gun drawn - ran into the parking lot after his assailants, Bloomberg said.

He apparently subdued one of the suspects, and when a patrol car arrived, was pointing his gun at a man on the ground.

One of the two officers in the car, apparently believing Hernandez was about to shoot, opened fire, Police Commissioner Ray Kelly said.

Hernandez, who joined the force in 2004, never fired his weapon, authorities said. He was shot in each leg and the abdomen and lost a lot of blood, Bloomberg said.

Kelly said police were questioning eight individuals about the shooting, including people who fought with Hernandez inside the White Castle.

It was believed to be the NYPD's first friendly fire shooting since Desmond Robinson, who wasn't in uniform, was shot in the back by an off-duty officer in 1994. Robinson had his gun drawn on a subway platform, and the officer mistook him for a criminal.

<#==#>

hmmm..... the federal government recognizes one-name people, but its computers dont. .... and in texas the courts will allow you to change your two or three word name to a one word name in 30 minutes or less.

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0130fun0130.html

License ordeal no fun for Mr. FUN 

Dennis Wagner 

The Arizona Republic 

Jan. 30, 2006 12:00 AM

A Valley man who legally changed his name to a single word - "FUN" - ran into a bureaucratic buzz saw last week when he discovered that his driver's license had been revoked, ostensibly in the interest of homeland security.

The 28-year-old Arizona native, formerly known as Courtney Blair Schwebel, had his name legally changed in Texas six years ago and has been licensed to drive as FUN in that state and Louisiana ever since. He obtained an Arizona license when he returned to Scottsdale last year, but officials at the state Motor Vehicle Division immediately canceled it and sent the notification to a former address.

FUN said he learned about the revocation Tuesday when he applied for a job delivering pizzas.

"I'm having some serious issues," he said. "You only have one life to live, and you should be able to choose your own name."

Since the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, more scrutiny is being paid to driver's licenses, Social Security numbers and identity verification. FUN said he understands all that but had good reason to change his name.

Although his mom liked the sound of Courtney Blair, bullies picked on him all through childhood.

"They saw me as a victim, and they victimized me. Usually it was three or four guys just basically kicking me while I was balled up on the ground . . . People were always insulting me for most of my life." 

So, around age 15, FUN began thinking about shedding his birth name. One day he drove past a costume shop and noticed the business sign: "Fun Services."

Presto! 

And because he was not keen on his last name, either, FUN decided to start over entirely. As a prospective screenwriter, he saw the singular appellation as the perfect way to establish an identity.

His new one-syllable name transformed his life, FUN said.

"It helps me cheer up and gives me something to look forward to. I get treated totally different now because your name does matter. People are very happy to see me." 

FUN made the name-change official on March 9, 2000, while living in Austin. He went to the Travis County Courthouse, filled out an application, got it approved by a judge, then went down the street to obtain a new driver's license. 

"It took like 30 minutes," he recalled.

FUN said he filed tax returns, registered for college, got jobs and rented apartments under his new name.

Things went smoothly until after the terrorist attacks.

While applying to rent an apartment in New Orleans, he learned that the Social Security Administration had changed his name. FUN contacted the agency and got a terse letter back explaining that, because the federal computer requires a first and last name, he had been given a new moniker on the database: "Unknown FUN."

From that point on, he began carrying around court documents and other paperwork verifying his legal name. He ran into occasional hassles and confusion, but always managed to clear things up.

In November, after moving back to Arizona, FUN got a driver's license. He assumed it was valid until he applied for a job last week at Papa John's Pizza and was told otherwise.

FUN went to the MVD and confirmed that his driving privileges were canceled one day after the license was issued; a notice had been mailed to his old residence in New Orleans. 

At the Scottsdale MVD office, a supervisor explained that FUN's name did not match with Social Security records, so the license was revoked, he said, "because I was a possible homeland security risk." 

Cydney DeModica, a spokeswoman for the state Department of Transportation, said states are required to verify applicant names and birth dates under a federal regulation enacted to track deadbeat dads. She said it does not matter in Arizona what name a person uses, so long as it matches the Social Security database. After 9/11, she said, that verification became doubly important. 

DeModica said FUN was able to get his Arizona license because the MVD link to Social Security databases wasn't working the day he applied. As soon as the connection was re-established, the computer advised: "Name did not verify. Date of birth is valid." 

Lowell Kepke, a spokesman for the Social Security Administration, said the government recognizes one-name people, but its computer doesn't, which is why FUN received a letter of explanation.

"We would hope that would be sufficient for the motor vehicle bureau or whoever else needs verification," he added.

It was. DeModica said FUN's license to drive has been reinstated. She also noted that he's not alone: 118 other Arizona motorists have only one name.

<#==#>

we are told we need the police to protect us from criminals. thats a lie. the cops cant even protect there own stuff from being stolen by criminals.

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=58014

Losses of police gear troubling to Ariz. experts  

By Kristina Davis, Tribune 

January 30, 2006 

In Chandler, an FBI agent’s unmarked car was stolen from his neighborhood — along with a special agent’s badge, an FBI building access card, a submachine gun and SWAT gear. 

In Tempe, a police commander’s unmarked car was stolen with SWAT uniforms and a handgun inside. 

And two weeks ago in Phoenix, a SWAT officer’s unmarked car was snatched, along with numerous tactical gear items and weapons. 

Are these incidents and others like them merely the acts of opportunistic thieves? Or could it be the handiwork of a larger organization gathering the tools necessary to carry out a far more sinister plan? 

Those are the questions that Arizona counterterrorism experts ask every time they are alerted to stolen or missing police equipment — which they have been documenting and analyzing in response to the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. 

“We look at this with a global perspective,” said Maj. Norm Beasley, intelligence bureau commander of the Arizona Counterterrorist Information Center in Phoenix. “When you look at terrorist attacks in other parts of the world, historically, this is exactly what happened. They’ve worn police uniforms, driven police vehicles that are either made to look like police or are in fact stolen.” 

“When we start seeing these kinds of things happening, we always look at it,” he said. 

LIFE AFTER 9/11 

Overall, Arizona agencies reported 46 incidents of stolen or missing police equipment in 2005 to the counterterrorism center. The actual number could be much higher since police agencies are not required to report incidents to the center. 

While no “solid information” has been gleaned linking stolen police gear to terrorist activity, experts say they can’t ignore the possibility. 

“We look at what happens internationally,” Beasley said. “Sooner or later, the potential for that happening here increases day to day.” 

East Valley police officials say most equipment thefts they’ve investigated have probably been crimes of opportunity by thieves who may not have realized at first who their victims were. Other thefts may have been organized by larger criminal groups, they say, but probably not terrorists with political agendas. 

Still, most police agencies realize the importance of reporting incidents to counterterrorism officials. 

“Especially in a post-9/11 world, there are concerns that weren’t there before,” said Tempe police Sgt. Dan Masters. “It would be foolish for us and everyone else not to recognize that as a possibility.” 

Common items reported missing included: Communications equipment, police helmets and pads, bullet-proof vests, uniforms, police insignia, badges, identification cards, credentials, cell phones, pagers, stun guns and firearms. 

“Obviously, weapons are a huge concern to us,” Beasley said. “It presents an immediate threat. Some of those are high-powered or fully automatic.” 

Thefts of firefighter and ambulance personnel uniforms and credentials are also a concern, since they could get potential terrorists into a high-security area without much notice. 

“We look at context: What’s going on in Arizona at this particular time?” Beasley said. “If there is a particular event looming on the horizon or a visit from a particular kind of dignitary.” 

FOR SALE ON EBAY 

And if terrorists weren’t the ones stealing the gear, then they can still easily buy items on the black market from the thieves who did. Or simply use the Internet. 

“You can go on eBay any day and get patches, shirts — everything you need to put together a complete police uniform,” Masters said. “It’s certainly concerning when you hear cases of people being pulled over and sometimes physically assaulted.” 

Police don’t know where a large group of armed men got their SWAT equipment, including a battering ram, before invading a Tempe home in July. 

The eight or nine armed men, dressed in full tctical gear and wearing hoods, declared themselves to be federal agents. After three victims were tied up, the home was ransacked and two vehicles stolen. 

In the more recent Chandler case, some of the stolen FBI equipment was set to be sold to raise bail money, according to a search warrant filed earlier this month. 

Many of the reported thefts are from unmarked police cars, personal vehicles or officers’ homes, according to records and police. 

“Everybody knows to lock and secure your items,” said Chandler detective Livi Kacic. “I have a take-home car when I’m on-call, but I don’t leave any gear in it.” 

Contact Kristina Davis by email, or phone (480)-898-6446 

<#==#>

mixing god and government - f*ck the 1st amendment!!!!

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/A/AIDS_PREVENTION?SITE=AZMES&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT

Jan 30, 10:23 AM EST

Religious groups get chunk of AIDS money 

By RITA BEAMISH 

Associated Press Writer

New groups are springing up to win a piece of President Bush's $15 billion AIDS program, with traditional players and religious groups joining forces to improve their chances in a competition that already has targeted nearly a quarter of its grants for faith-based organizations.

The administration is putting out a call for new community and church groups to get involved in HIV prevention and care in 15 target countries, most in sub-Saharan Africa. It is reserving $200 million specifically for groups with little or no government grant experience.

Groups that have deep local ties in the countries and focus on abstinence and fidelity - instead of just condoms - are faring well.

"The notion that because people have always received aid money that they'll get money needs to end," Deputy Global AIDS coordinator Mark Dybul said in a recent interview with The Associated Press.

"The only way to have sustainable programs is to have programs that are wholly owned in terms of management personnel at the local level."

Those on the ground in Africa say Bush's 3-year-old effort is reshaping prevention efforts.

"You have community organizations, some that have operated for decades, asking for money and you have lots of new organizations popping up," said Sarah Lucas, a development assistance expert who recently toured four countries on the U.S. target list for HIV/AIDS grants.

Award recipients so far include a Christian relief organization famous for its televised appeals to feed hungry children, a well-known Roman Catholic charity and a group run by the son of evangelist Billy Graham, according to the State Department.

 Smith says teaching kids not to have sex is the best way to stop H-I-V. 

The outreach to nontraditional AIDS players comes in the midst of a debate over how best to prevent the spread of HIV. The debate has activated groups on both ends of the political spectrum and created a vast competition for money.

Conservative Christian allies of the president are pressing the U.S. foreign aid agency to give fewer dollars to groups that distribute condoms or work with prostitutes.

Secular organizations in Africa are raising concerns that new money to groups without AIDS experience may dilute the impact of Bush's program.

"We clearly recognize that it is very important to work with faith-based organizations," said Dan Mullins, deputy regional director for southern and western Africa for CARE, one of the best-known humanitarian organizations.

"But at the same time we don't want to fall into the trap of assuming faith-based groups are good at everything," he added.

Religious organizations last year accounted for more than 23 percent of all groups that got HIV/AIDS grants, according to State Department estimates. Some 80 percent of all secular and religious grant recipients were based in the countries where the aid is targeted.

Among those winning grants were:

-Samaritan's Purse, which is run by Graham's son, Franklin. It says its mission is "meeting critical needs of victims of war, poverty, famine, disease and natural disaster while sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ."

-World Vision. The 56-year-old Christian organization is known for its TV appeals - some with celebrities such as game show host Alex Trebek - that asked people to support a Third World child.

-Catholic Relief Services. It was awarded $6.2 million to teach abstinence and fidelity in three countries; $335 million in a consortium providing antiretroviral treatment; and $9 million to help orphans and children affected by HIV/AIDs. The group offers "complete and correct information about condoms" but will not promote, purchase or distribute them, said Carl Stecker, senior program director for HIV/AIDS.

-HOPE. The global relief organization founded by the International Churches of Christ recently brought comedian Chris Rock to South Africa for an AIDS prevention event. AIDS grants support HOPE in several countries.

-World Relief, founded by the National Association of Evangelicals. It won $9.7 million for abstinence work in four countries.

Most of the money in Bush's initiative goes to treatment programs, earning the administration praise for delivering lifesaving drugs and care to millions of HIV-infected patients.

For prevention, Bush embraces the "ABC" strategy: abstinence before marriage, being faithful to one partner and condoms targeted for high-risk activity. The Republican-led Congress mandated that one-third of prevention money be reserved for abstinence and fidelity.

The U.S. government provided more than 560 million condoms abroad last year, compared with some 350 million in 2001.

Condom promotion to anyone must include abstinence and fidelity messages, U.S. guidelines say, but those preaching abstinence do not have to provide condom education.

The abstinence emphasis, say some longtime AIDS volunteers, has led to a confusing message and added to the stigma of condom use in parts of Africa. Village volunteers in Swaziland maintain a supply of free condoms but say they have few takers.

"This drive for abstinence is putting a lot of pressure on girls to get married earlier," said Dr. Abeja Apunyo, the Uganda representative for Pathfinder International, a reproductive health nonprofit group based in Massachusetts.

"For years now we have been trying to tell our daughters that they should finish their education and train in a profession before they get married. Otherwise they have few options if they find themselves separated from their husbands for some reason," Apunyo said.

An AIDS program pastor in Uganda explained his abstinence teaching to unmarried young people.

"Why give an alternative and have them take a risk?" asked the Rev. Sam Lawrence Ruteikara of the Anglican Church of Uganda, a U.S. grant recipient. "This person doesn't have a sexual partner, so why should I report too much, saying that in case you get a sexual partner, please use a condom. I am saying, please don't get a sexual partner - don't get involved because it is risky."

U.S.-backed programs have spread abstinence and faithfulness education to more than 13 million people in Uganda, according to the State Department. Officials promote the nation as an "ABC" model, with its HIV infection rate down by more than half in a decade.

Rep. Chris Smith, R-N.J., said that on a tour of Uganda in January he saw pro-abstinence rallies and skits praising Bush, and U.S.-supported groups conducting house-to-house testing, care and counseling.

"The good news about the faith-based groups is not only the passion they bring to the work, but it is the moral authority and the extended numbers of volunteers they can mobilize to get the word out," Smith said.

But Smith believes the administration is wrongly supporting some nonprofit groups. He and several other congressional conservatives wrote to Bush and the U.S. Agency for International Development, or USAID, contending that several large grant recipients were pro-prostitution, pro-abortion and not committed enough to abstinence priorities.

The letters followed a briefing last year by Focus on the Family, run by Christian commentator James Dobson. The group's sexual health analyst, Linda Klepacki, said even some religious groups emphasize condoms over abstinence.

"We have to be careful that the president's original intent is being followed where A and B (abstinence and faithfulness) are the emphasized areas of the ABC methodology," she said.

Six congressional Democrats, in a letter last week to Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, accused the conservatives of a distortion campaign that undermines a balanced approach to fighting AIDS.

"Their attack is based on a narrow, ideological viewpoint that condemns condoms and frames any attempt to reach out to high-risk populations as an endorsement of behaviors that these critics oppose," said Rep. Henry Waxman, D-Calif.

USAID has declined to renew funding for two major AIDS-fighting consortiums, CORE and IMPACT, headed by organizations the conservatives targeted.

CORE, whose lead partner is CARE, is losing its central source of money, meaning its work survives only if it can win grants from individual USAID missions in target countries.

Family Health International, the lead organization of IMPACT, brought hundreds of local and religious groups into its $441 million project, but was told the administration wants new partners, said Sheila Mitchell, senior vice president of FHI's Institute for HIV/AIDS.

Dybul said the changes are in keeping with the shift to local groups. Any suggestion of political motivation is "inaccurate and offensive to people doing this work," he said. Millions of grant dollars still go to the groups that were criticized.

One grant was delayed when Sen. Tom Coburn, R-Okla., complained last year about renewing $14 million to Population Services International, a leading nonprofit condom distributor.

The group's bingo-style games that teach Guatemalan prostitutes about safe sex misused funds "to exploit victims of the sex trade," Coburn said. But Sen. Larry Craig, R-Idaho, then wrote to praise PSI's work as "provably effective and efficient."

USAID divided the grant; condom distribution was separated into the smaller part so that religious groups could apply for the other part. PSI eventually won the larger grant. The second is outstanding.

Although administration critics frequently cite PSI as a group that fell from favor under the new initiative, "we have not been eviscerated," said Stewart Parkinson, a senior program analyst.

The group lost U.S. grants in Uganda and Tanzania but retained others. And Parkinson said he had no indication of political motivation.

---

Associated Press reporters Alexandra Zavis in South Africa, Thulani Mthethwa in Swaziland, Katy Pownall in Uganda and Lewis Mwanangombe in Zambia contributed to this report.
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http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/H/HUNTING_FELONS?SITE=AZMES&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT

Jan 29, 1:16 PM EST

Felons, parolees getting hunting licenses 

By MATT GOURAS 

Associated Press Writer

HELENA, Mont. (AP) -- Hundreds of people barred from having guns because they are felons on parole or probation are still able to get hunting licenses in Montana with no questions asked, an Associated Press investigation found.

Montana may not be alone. While nearly all states ban felons from possessing guns, only a handful - including Rhode Island and Maine - keep them from receiving hunting permits, and just a few others - such as Illinois and Massachusetts - require hunters to show both a hunting license and a firearms license.

"Our license dealers have no way of checking," said Lt. Rich Mann, with the enforcement program for the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife. "If someone wants to play with the system and beat you at it, they will."

The AP examination of Montana hunting and corrections records shows at least 660 felons on parole or probation received tags in the past year. The findings are based on a comparison of unique first, middle and last names, along with other identifiable information, that appeared in databases of both hunters and felons.     

A state probation official said the findings likely would prompt the state to consider its own records search to see if parolees are violating terms of their release.

"Obviously that's a big concern, and it makes me want to look into each of these cases," said Ron Alsbury, Montana's probation and parole bureau chief.

The licenses don't specifically require the use of firearms to hunt, and state officials note that most felons could legally hunt using other weapons, such as bows. Several people contacted by the AP said they hunted legally with bows while on probation.

However, bows are hardly the weapon of choice for some of the game for which felons were issued tags, such as birds or bison.

Jason Beaudoin of Frenchtown, on probation for a 2002 conviction for assault with a deadly weapon, got a series of hunting tags last year, but said he used only a bow and arrow.

"I know I can't own a firearm or be in possession of one. They made that very clear ... and I agree with the policy," Beaudoin said.

"There are plenty of ways people can hunt even though they are barred from using conventional weapons," added Gary S. Marbut, president of the Montana Shooting Sports Association. "My guess is that there are a lot of them that are being perfectly decent citizens."

The problem is, no one knows for certain.

Some states, including Montana, check for hunting violations as a routine part of a hunting license application, but don't run spot checks to see if convicted felons are among those applying for licenses or if they plan to use firearms.

"The result in Idaho is that you could theoretically be a convicted cannibal and still have a hunting license," said Ed Mitchell, a spokesman for the Idaho Department of Fish and Game in Boise. "But if you are a convicted cannibal, you cannot legally own a bent BB gun in the state of Idaho."

With millions of hunters in the U.S. - nearly 270,000 in Montana alone - authorities in many states say it simply would be too difficult to check if felons are getting hunting tags.

North Dakota,officials make sure hunters aren't delinquent on their child support, and deny permits to those who are, but they don't check for felony convictions.

Colorado, like most states, relies on its law banning felons from possessing guns to discourage them from applying for hunting licenses. Still, every year game wardens find someone with a felony conviction hunting with a firearm and a legally obtained hunting license, said Bob Thompson, assistant chief of law enforcement for the Colorado Division of Wildlife.

Florida officials said one of their game officers was killed by a felon who was hunting with a gun.

The AP review found that roughly 8 percent of 8,732 people on parole or probation in Montana had obtained hunting licenses in the past year.

Many hunters with felony convictions had no listed phone numbers, while others did not return calls seeking comment.

In rare cases the state even gave hunting licenses to felons who didn't ask for them.

One convicted felon contacted by the AP, Larry Pettijohn, wasn't aware he held a bird hunting license. The state gave it to him for free because he qualified for it as a senior citizen who had purchased a state conservation license, the base permit for both hunters and anglers.

"All I ever do is fish," said Pettijohn, of Missoula, on parole for felony drunken driving and being a persistent felon. "I don't have a gun. Not allowed to."

One case made national news late last year when one of the hunters with a prized tag for Montana's limited and controversial bison hunt turned out to be on parole or probation for a felony. He gave up his hunting tags before the season started.

Alsbury said his agency did a spot check of its records about five years ago to see if violators had hunting tags. Officers confiscated some guns.

Alsbury said the AP investigation suggests it may be time to search again.

"With the technology we have now we should be routinely checking that," he said.

---

On the Net:

Montana felons: http://app.mt.gov/conweb/ 

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks: http://www.fwp.mt.gov 

<#==#>
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Jan 29, 3:58 PM EST

Tennessee's driver certificates lure immigrants from other states 

By DUNCAN MANSFIELD 

Associated Press Writer

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- Tennessee's driving certificate for illegal immigrants isn't valid as a form of ID, but people are paying hundreds of dollars on the black market and traveling hundreds of miles to get one.

Tennessee has issued more than 51,000 certificates since it became the first state to offer them in July 2004, but not every certificate has gone to someone living there.

Two major federal arrests in recent months exposed shuttles bringing South and Central American immigrants from as far away as New Jersey to state licensing centers in Knoxville, where the immigrants got certificates using fake residency papers.

Last week, a third sweep revealed an alleged conspiracy in which prosecutors say state license examiners in Murfreesboro, outside Nashville, accepted bribes to provide illegal immigrants with driver's licenses and certificates without testing.

"We have seen individuals coming to Tennessee to take advantage of the driver's certificate program because they are easy to obtain," said acting U.S. Attorney Russ Dedrick.

The disclosures come as Tennessee's certificate system is being studied as a possible model for handling "non-conforming drivers" under the Real ID program recently enacted by Congress that will set a national standard for driver's licenses by 2008.

Although the words "not valid for identification" appear in bold red letters on the face of the wallet-size certificates, Dedrick said banks accept them as legal ID and they "can easily be passed off for other types of identification documents."

Lawyer Mike Whalen, who represents a woman accused of bringing as many as 100 immigrants from New Jersey to Knoxville for certificates, said the government is making too much of the problem. His client represented workers, not terrorists, he said.

"Somebody went through the roof and said, 'Remember 9-11, every one had driver's licenses,'" he said. "Well, none of these Mexican immigrants are in flight school anywhere. There is a difference."

That argument carries little weight in law enforcement circles.

The certificate law "just kind of opened up a flood gate of everyone wanting to come here to get some sort of identification," said Knox County Sheriff Tim Hutchison, whose officers discovered that 58 illegal immigrants used the same Knoxville address to get certificates.

Applicants must provide two documents, such as utility bills or a lease, to show they live in Tennessee, and a Social Security number - or a sworn affidavit if there is none. They also must pass an eye exam, a driving rules test and a road test.

"What we tried to do in Tennessee was to recognize that there are people who may be legally here but they are not completely documented," Gov. Phil Bredesen said.

Tennessee had started licensing illegal immigrants, without a Social Security number requirement, in early 2001. More than 180,000 obtained licenses before 9-11 fears set in. The driving certificates were created in 2004 to satisfy homeland security concerns while allowing illegal immigrants to drive with certified proficiency.

Some say the problem isn't the law, it's the enforcement.

Joan Friedland, an immigration policy attorney with the National Immigration Law Center in Washington, said the key is "rigorous proof of state residence."

Hutchison's officers searched the Internet to determine that immigrants were using fake residences, and then spent months monitoring the suspects' movements before they were arrested.

"I would hope that the state would pick up on it sooner," the sheriff said. "But I am not sure that they are actually geared to do that."

The governor said the system has been tightened up since he saw an ad in a Spanish-language newspaper in Georgia promoting package deals for "a certain amount of money to get on a bus and go to Tennessee to get a driver's license."

Still, the allure of payoffs to underpaid license examiners may only increase as requirements tighten and certificates become more precious, said Melissa Savage, a policy analyst with the National Conference of State Legislatures.

<#==#>
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4 hurt in disturbance at federal prison 

Associated Press 

Jan. 31, 2006 08:30 AM

Four people were injured during a minor disturbance at a federal prison north of Phoenix Monday night. 

It wasn't immediately clear if the injured were inmates or corrections officers. 

Details are sketchy, and prison officials declined to release any information until later Monday. advertisement  

The Phoenix Fire Department said units from the Daisy Mountain Fire District were dispatched Monday night to the Federal Correctional Institution 25 miles north of Phoenix. 

A Phoenix fire dispatcher said four people were transported from the scene with mostly nonlife-threatening injuries.

The prison is a medium-security facility for male offenders. An adjacent satellite prison camp houses minimum security female offenders. 

<#==#>

good news for drug smugglers, drug users, and people who want to work in the united states - tunnels are hard to find

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0131bordertunnels0131.html

Technology not effective at finding border tunnels 

Associated Press 

Jan. 31, 2006 12:00 AM 

SAN DIEGO - A U.S. government effort to find drug-smuggling tunnels underneath the Mexican border with ground-penetrating radar and other high-tech gear has had little success.

Human intelligence has proved the most effective method of finding the passageways. A case in point: The longest tunnel ever found along the border was discovered last week after a tip.

The Homeland Security Department said Monday that a Mexican man, Carlos Cardenas Calvillo, was arrested in connection with the 2,400-foot tunnel, which went as deep as 90 feet and was about 5 feet high and 5 feet wide. He appeared in federal court Monday on charges of conspiracy to import more than a ton of marijuana. A bail hearing was set for Wednesday.

"The problem is the technology picks up some kind of anomaly or variation of soil," said Lauren Mack, a spokeswoman for U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. "We go in with big backhoes and bulldozers, we spend all day doing it, and all we hit is rock or water tables."

That was what happened earlier this month when high-tech gear alerted authorities to a possible tunnel near Boulevard, a hamlet about 60 miles east of San Diego along the Mexican border. 

A full day of digging turned up nothing.

The technology is "not there yet," Mack said. "What we've seen so far just hasn't proven itself to be effective."

<#==#>

at least these dumb pigs were smart enough to stop beating the guy when they knew a news copter was videotaping the beating

http://www.news-leader.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060130/BREAKING01/60130007

St. Louis-area police punch, kick suspect who rammed police car

Associated Press 

St. Louis — The Missouri State Highway Patrol will determine whether four police officers stepped over the line in punching and kicking a suspect this morning.

A police chase began in the St. Louis suburb Maplewood and ended in the city of St. Louis. Live television showed much of the chase, and the beating of the suspect. What could not be clearly seen on the video was how much resistance the man was providing.

KTVI-TV video showed the suspect, Edmond Burns, 33, bloodied. He was hospitalized, but his condition was not known. Three Maplewood officers were also treated for injuries. None of the injuries was life-threatening.

Three of the officers involved in subduing the suspect were from the Maplewood department and one was from St. Louis. Names of the officers were not released.

?This incident is disturbing from both sides and the city is investigating,? Mayor Mark Langston said in a brief release.

Some activists with the St. Louis County NAACP likened the beating to the Rodney King case out of Los Angeles. All four officers are white; the suspect is black.

Maplewood Police Chief James White, during a sometimes-contentious news conference Monday, cautioned against jumping to conclusions based upon the video.

?The question is, is the force appropriate for the situation?? White asked. ?Is it appropriate for the resistance? I don?t know any of that.?

The NAACP also is asking that the officers involved be suspended until the investigation is complete. White said the officers are on injury leave for the next few days and have not been suspended.

The incident began around 7 a.m. when Maplewood police believed a man in a GMC conversion van was acting suspiciously. The suspect allegedly tried to ram a police cruiser as he fled.

A chase began, and TV video showed the van weaving through traffic at a high speed, with police in pursuit.

?Why was this chase taking place at the height of the morning?s rush hour?? the Rev. B.T. Rice of the St. Louis County NAACP asked. ?As the pursuit continued, they passed several school buses and little school-aged children standing on street corners.?

Finally cornered in St. Louis city, the suspect?s van tried to ram a squad car before two other police cars rammed the side of the van.

Video showed the man getting out and running. An officer tackled him, with the man?s head apparently striking the pavement behind a building. Other officers closed in, and video showed them punching and kicking the man for several seconds.

Rice said it appeared that the officers stopped only when they noticed TV helicopters above them. ?Had not the media been on the scene, one wonders what might have happened,? he said.

St. Louis Police Chief Joe Mokwa said video of the arrest ?appears provocative, and it?s going to incite conversation.?

Mokwa said St. Louis officers were told not to join in the pursuit because of a city policy, aimed at making sure that bystanders are not injured in a police pursuit.

Maplewood has its own policy that reads in part, that the decision to initiate a pursuit ?must be based on the pursuing officer?s conclusion that the immediate danger to the officer and the public created by the pursuit is less than the immediate or potential danger to the public should the suspect remain at large.?

Whether officers followed that policy was unclear because the report had not been written, White said. He hopes to have the report by Tuesday but said because of the officers? injury, it may not be finished before Friday.

Attorney Chet Pleban, who is representing the officers, noted that the incident occurred on the second anniversary of the death of St. Louis Police Officer Nicholas Sloan.

?The fact of the matter is, it?s a violent job,? Pleban said.

http://www.shortnews.com/shownews.cfm?id=52575&CFID=14344732&CFTOKEN=29869636

St. Louis Police Investigare Beating of Suspect 

 St.Louis, MO - The NAACP is up in arms over the beating of a suspect involved in a police chase. Edmond Burns, 33, was arrested after leading officers from St. Louis and Maplewood on a chase that included the suspect ramming a police cruiser.   

 The pursuit began in Maplewood around 7:00 am on Monday. Police tried to stop the suspect's GMC conversion van when he was seen acting suspiciously. Upon fleeing from police, the suspect reportedly rammed a police patrol vehicle.    

 The pursuit ended in St.Louis when the suspect fled from his vehicle and was tackled by officers. Video shows the suspect, who is apparently black, being punched and kicked for a number of seconds. Three Maplewood officers received minor injuries.   

  Source: www.springfieldnews-leader.com 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/31/AR2006013100572.html

St. Louis Beating Prompts Calls for Action

By JIM SALTER

The Associated Press

Tuesday, January 31, 2006; 11:53 AM

ST. LOUIS -- Black activists on Tuesday called for the firing of police officers who were shown on live television swinging night sticks and punching and kicking a suspect after a car chase.

The Missouri State Highway Patrol was investigating to see if the four officers involved had acted illegally.

The suspect, Edmon Burns, 33, of St. Louis County, was treated at a hospital and released, and was jailed. No charges had been filed. His attorney did not return calls Tuesday.

Burns and one of the four officers, from St. Louis, are black, The three other officers, from suburban Maplewood, are white.

The chase began Monday in Maplewood, where officers said they noticed a man in a van acting suspiciously. It ended in St. Louis.

Much of the chase was shown on live television shot from a WTVI-TV helicopter, along with the officers apparently beating the man for several seconds. What could not be clearly seen on the video was how much the suspect was resisting.

Names of the officers were not released.

Zaki Baruti of the St. Louis-based Coalition Against Police Crimes said the officers clearly stepped over the line in subduing Burns.

"They tried to become the judge, jury and executioner on the spot," Baruti said. "Those officers need to be disciplined, need to be fired, and charged with assault."

Baruti and the Rev. B.T. Rice of the NAACP questioned the need for a chase. Video showed the chase passing school buses and other vehicles.

Maplewood Police Chief James White cautioned against jumping to conclusions.

"The question is, is the force appropriate for the situation?" White said at a news conference. "Is it appropriate for the resistance? I don't know any of that."

Burns has a long criminal record, White said. The St. Louis Post-Dispatch reported he tried to run from police in 2003 after being stopped for speeding in north St. Louis County. After that stop, he was arrested for felony criminal nonsupport of his daughter.

The newspaper also cited court records showing Burns has been the subject of adult abuse orders for, among other things, allegedly threatening to kill a girlfriend.

<#==#>

some libertarian propaganda for laro

Where are the libertarians in politics and the media? Since the Clinton 

impeachment and the Florida recount, there's been a polarization: 

Congressmen and TV pundits define themselves as red/blue, 

pro-/anti-Bush, partisan Democrat/Republican, and take rigid 

liberal/conservative positions on Iraq, tax cuts, Social Security 

reform, gay marriage, abortion. But polls tell us that Americans aren't 

quite so partisan, says David Boaz, executive vice president of the 

Cato Institute.

According to the Gallup Poll's annual survey on government:

     * Some 27 percent of Americans are conservative; 24 percent are 

liberal -- which is up sharply because the poll was taken after Katrina 

boosted support for the proposition that "government should do more to 

solve our country's problems."

     * Gallup also found -- this year as in others -- that 20 percent 

are neither liberal nor conservative but libertarian, opposing the use 

of government either to "promote traditional values" or to "do too many 

things that should be left to individuals and businesses."

     * Another 20 percent are "populist" (supporting government action 

in both areas), with 10 percent undefined.

     * Libertarian support, spread across demographic groups, is 

strongest among well-educated voters.

Of course, it could be that most Americans are, in fact, liberals and 

conservatives. Maybe Gallup is wrong, every year. But the exit polls on 

election day 2004 offer some confirmation, says Boaz:

     * According to those polls, 17 million voted for John Kerry but 

did 

not think the government should do more to solve the country's 

problems.

     * And 28 million Bush voters support either gay marriage or civil 

unions.

That's 45 million who don't fit the polarized model. They seem to have 

broadly libertarian attitudes. In fact, it's no secret that these 

libertarian orphans make up a chunk of America. But you'd never know it 

from watching TV -- or listening to our elected politicians, says Boaz.

Source: David Boaz, "Libertarian Orphans," Wall Street Journal, January 

31, 2006.

<#==#>

damn in the old days you didnt have to go to college to become a lawyer.

Yale McFate, an attorney in private practice, a prosecutor, even a judge on the Arizona Court of Appeals, he never went to law school. Instead he "read the law" as a clerk for a Prescott attorney and then passed the State Bar exam.

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0201judge0201.html

'Miranda' judge McFate, 96, dies 

He never went to law school

Michael Kiefer 

The Arizona Republic 

Feb. 1, 2006 12:00 AM 

Yale McFate, the Maricopa County Superior Court judge who presided over the 1963 rape case that led to the U.S. Supreme Court's Miranda decision and the police incantation that starts "You have the right to remain silent," died Jan. 28 of cancer. He was 96. 

McFate was a lawyer from another century. He was born in Arizona before it was a state, and he served in its Legislature and on the Corporation Commission. 

And although he had been an attorney in private practice, a prosecutor, even a judge on the Arizona Court of Appeals, he never went to law school. Instead he "read the law" as a clerk for a Prescott attorney and then passed the State Bar exam.

"He knew the law," said Judge Robert Gottsfield. "I had no idea he never went to law school."

Jay Dushoff, who has practiced law in Phoenix since the 1950s, said, "He was a good solid judge, soft-spoken yet always in control of the court. He had marvelous judicial temperament."

McFate was born in 1909 in Thatcher, in the Arizona Territory. He studied at the Northern Arizona State Teachers College in Flagstaff. But he decided to be a lawyer instead of a schoolteacher, studying law by himself at night until he passed the Bar in 1934. In 1943, McFate was elected to the state Legislature from Prescott. But shortly after his election, he enlisted in the U.S. Navy and was stationed at Pearl Harbor during World War II.

In 1957, Gov. Ernest McFarland appointed McFate to the Superior Court, where he remained until he retired in 1979 at age 70. He went on to hear cases at the Arizona Court of Appeals.

While on the Superior Court bench, McFate presided over three cases of international importance.

In 1960, he dismissed a drug possession charge against a Navajo woman who had been arrested for using peyote during Native American religious ceremonies. McFate ruled that banning the use of the drug was a violation of the woman's constitutional right to freedom of religion. The case was affirmed by the U.S. Supreme Court.

And in 1962, following Arizona law at the time, he refused to allow Sherry Finkbine, star of a local children's educational TV show, to get a legal abortion. During her pregnancy, Finkbine had taken the drug Thalidomide, which had been found to cause birth defects. She later went to Sweden to have the abortion.

But the most infamous case to pass through his courtroom involved a man accused of rape and robbery. In 1963, Phoenix police arrested Ernesto Miranda on suspicion of raping one woman and robbing another in two separate incidents. After police led Miranda to believe that he had been identified in a lineup, he wrote his confession.

But Miranda's defense attorney argued that he had a right under the Constitution to have a lawyer present while being questioned in the police station. McFate allowed the confession into evidence. Miranda was found guilty in back-to-back trials. 

Although the state Supreme Court upheld McFate's ruling, the case went all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court and changed the way police handle arrested suspects.

"Judge McFate was never a fan of the Miranda decision," said Gary L. Stuart, who wrote a book about the case. "He believed the Constitution did not require police officers to remind defendants of anything."

McFate is survived by his wife of 58 years, Sandra, and by two daughters, Joyce McFate of Phoenix and Sheri Kerr of Maui. 

<#==#>

congress approves a bigger better police state!

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0201patriot0201.html

Congress to extend Patriot Act 

Laurie Kellman 

Associated Press 

Feb. 1, 2006 12:00 AM

WASHINGTON - Congress is poised to extend the USA Patriot Act into March to give the White House and conservative Senate Republicans time to strike a deal that would strengthen civil liberties without weakening the war on terrorism.

The House is set to vote today on extending the law until March 10 rather than let it expire on Friday. The Senate was expected to follow before the deadline.

It would be the second time Congress has extended the law. Originally passed five weeks after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, the Patriot Act was due to expire Dec. 31.

Just before leaving for Christmas, Congress extended the law until Feb. 3 because Senate Democrats and four libertarian-leaning Republicans blocked a measure negotiated by the White House that would have made most expiring provisions permanent.

The 2001 law makes it easier for federal agents to gather and share information in terrorism investigations, install wiretaps and conduct secret searches of households and businesses. At issue are 16 provisions that Congress wanted reviewed and renewed by the end of last year.

Objections to the compromise last fall centered on the degree to which people and institutions that receive National Security Letters, secret requests for phone, business and Internet records, can appeal them in court.

Sens. Larry Craig, R-Idaho, and John Sununu, R-N.H., say the law makes it nearly impossible to challenge the letters and their secret demands for information.

Six weeks might be enough to strike a deal on the matter with the White House, Craig and Sununu said. 

<#==#>
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Alito takes oath to join Supreme Court 

Confirmation showed divisions among Dems

David Espo 

Associated Press 

Feb. 1, 2006 12:00 AM

WASHINGTON - Samuel Alito took his place on the Supreme Court on Tuesday after winning Senate confirmation, a personal triumph and a political milestone in President Bush's campaign to give the judiciary a more conservative cast.

The 58-42 Senate vote was largely along party lines as Democrats registered overwhelming opposition to Bush's choice to replace Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, whose rulings have helped uphold abortion rights, affirmative action and other legal precedents of the past 50 years.

Bush hailed Alito as "a brilliant and fair-minded judge who strictly interprets the Constitution and laws and does not legislate from the bench."

"It is a seat that is reserved for few but that impacts millions," Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist said moments before the Senate sealed Alito's place in history as the nation's 110th justice.

Alito, 55, and a veteran of 15 years on the appeals court, watched on television alongside Bush at the White House as the Senate voted.

He was sworn in about an hour later in a low-key ceremony at the Supreme Court building across the street from the Capitol. Chief Justice John Roberts, Bush's first nominee for the high court, administered the oath of office.

Alito's confirmation has been a certainty for days, and all Republicans except Sen. Lincoln Chafee of Rhode Island voted for him. Only four of 44 Democrats voted in favor of confirmation, the lowest total in modern history for an opposition party.

"There is no consensus that he will allow the court to perform its vital role in continuing the march of progress toward justice and equal opportunity," said Sen. Edward Kennedy, leader in a final attempt to derail the nomination that exposed Democratic divisions, instead.

Roberts was confirmed by a far wider figure, 78-22, late last year, replacing the late William Rehnquist.

Republicans were unanimous in voting for Roberts, and Democrats had split evenly, 22 in favor and 22 opposed.

Roberts was viewed by Democrats as one conservative replacing another. By contrast, Alito is seen by Democrats and outside groups aligned with them as a Reagan-era conservative replacement for a moderate justice whose opinions kept the court centered.

The conservative Family Research Council said it welcomed Alito's confirmation in behalf of those whose "weariness over the court's embrace of judicial activism rallied voters across the country in pursuit of a new course."

Bush has long said he hoped to appoint members of the Supreme Court in the mold of Justices Antonin Scalia and Clarence Thomas.

The two men are among the court's minority that has voted to overturn the landmark 1973 court ruling that establish a woman's right to an abortion, the issue representative of a political and cultural divide that has persisted for over 30 years.

Judging from the court docket, the first case Alito will hear from his seat at the far right end of the bench will involve a pair of challenges to Clean Water Act regulations, appeals from cases filed by landowners and a paper mill.

<#==#>

california cop video was taped shooting an unarmed man who appeared to be obeying the cops orders. the man was laying on the ground and the cop told the man to get up before the cop shot the man. 

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0201airman0201.html

Deputy wounds unarmed vet 

Video captures shooting after car chase, crash

Jeremiah Marquez 

Associated Press 

Feb. 1, 2006 12:00 AM 

CHINO, Calif. - A videotape released Tuesday shows a sheriff's deputy shooting an unarmed Air Force policeman as he appeared to obey an order to get up off the ground.

KTLA-TV broadcast a 40-second clip it said came from a Chino resident who videotaped Sunday night's shooting, which followed a 100 mph car chase.

Senior Airman Elio Carrion, 21, who recently returned from Iraq, was listed in good condition at Arrowhead Regional Medical Center in Colton. He was shot three times in the chest, ribs and leg, his father-in-law, Ernesto Paz, told KTLA-TV.

Carrion was a passenger in a Corvette that crashed into a wall after the brief chase, authorities said.

The dark, grainy videotape shows Carrion lying on the ground next to the car, talking to a silhouetted officer who is pointing a gun at him. Carrion supports himself on one arm and his face is brightly lighted by the officer's flashlight.

Carrion is heard telling the officer he is unarmed and is in the military.

At one point, a voice is heard saying several times, "Get up."

Carrion says, "I'm gonna get up." As he rose, at least four shots were fired, and Carrion collapsed.

Investigators from the San Bernardino County Sheriff's Department took the original tape, refusing to release it to the public or describe what it shows.

The deputy, whose name was not released, was placed on paid administrative leave, a routine procedure in officer-involved shootings.

Sheriff Gary Penrod said he could not comment until the investigation was completed.

The driver of the Corvette, identified by authorities as Luis Fernando Escobedo, 21, was arrested for investigation of felony evading.

Carrion and Escobedo had left a party to drive to a store, said the airman's wife, Mariela.

A woman who answered the phone at the home of Carrion's parents said nobody at the residence wanted to talk.

<#==#>

the american empire has installed a kinder, gentler puppet dictator ship to replace the dictatorship of saddam - well kind of!

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0201iraq0201.html

Bodies of 11 men found tortured 

3 Iraqi officials killed by gunmen in other attacks

Robert F. Worth 

New York Times 

Feb. 1, 2006 12:00 AM

BAGHDAD - The bodies of 11 young men, some of them shot repeatedly and bearing marks of torture, were found in a minibus Tuesday in west Baghdad, Interior Ministry officials said.

The men were found near Ghazaliya, an insurgent stronghold where Iraqi security forces have been accused of detaining, torturing and killing groups of Sunni Arab men in the past. But the 11 bodies were not immediately identified, and no group stepped forward to either take responsibility for or denounce the killings.

The bodies were discovered as scattered attacks took place across central and southern Iraq. In south Baghdad's Dawra district, gunmen opened fire on a car carrying two members of the Dawra district council, killing them both, police and witnesses said. Abdul Khadum al-Bahadili and Faiz al-Musawi had just left a council meeting.

Dawra has long been one of the capital's most violent areas, and Tuesday's killings brought to 16 the number of its district council members who have been assassinated since the council's establishment in 2003, said Waleed Hassan, a council member.

The violence came as the kidnappers of two German engineers said the hostages would be killed within 72 hours unless Germany stopped cooperating with Iraq and closed its embassy in Baghdad, Reuters reported. The men were abducted last week by gunmen dressed in Iraqi military uniforms.

Al-Jazeera television, which reported the demands, broadcast a new tape of the hostages dated Jan. 29. A German Foreign Ministry spokesman said experts were "examining the pictures carefully."

In west Baghdad, gunmen shot and killed Malik Razoki Abd, leader of another district council, as he opened the door to his home, Interior Ministry officials said.

Police officials in Mahmudiya, south of the capital, said a U.S. aircraft fired a missile that damaged three houses and injured three civilians. But U.S. military officials said they had no report of an airstrike. 

The Iraqi Interior Ministry reported two incidents in Mahmudiya: a roadside bombing and a mortar attack on a house. The attacks left four civilians wounded, the officials said.

South of Basra, a bomb exploded near a passing British patrol, killing a soldier, British military officials said. The death brought to 100 the number of British soldiers killed since the 2003 invasion and came a day after another British soldier died after being struck by small-arms fire.

Southern Iraq has generally been much more peaceful than other areas, but in recent months, tensions have grown between the British and Shiite militia members. 

A rising number of soldiers have been killed and wounded in roadside bombings, and Basra's provincial governor, Mohammed al-Waeli, has twice threatened to cease cooperating with British forces after they detained groups of Iraqis.

<#==#>

a trick from a postal employee on how to get into a business with out a badge. and more proof that cops, homeland security goons, and other government police can't stop any terrorist or criminal who wants to do something!

She drove past the perimeter fence by following another car and got into the front door of the building by taking an employee's electronic identification badge at gunpoint.

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0201postoffice0201.html

Woman kills 5, self at Calif. postal plant 

Tim Malloy 

Associated Press 

Feb. 1, 2006 12:00 AM 

GOLETA, Calif. - "Going postal" had almost become an anachronism.

So many years had passed since the siege of violence that gave rise to the phrase that it had all but vanished from common usage.

But Monday night a former postal worker who had been removed from a mail-processing plant because of strange behavior returned with a gun.

When sheriff's deputies arrived, five postal workers had been slain, another was critically wounded and the shooter was dead in an apparent suicide. It may have been the worst workplace shooting ever carried out by a woman.

Investigators would not discuss a motive for the attack.

"Chances are she might have known her victims," U.S. Postal Inspector Randy DeGasperin said the morning after the woman made her way inside the gated facility and left a trail of bodies that ended with her own.

The 44-year-old woman, identified as Jennifer Sanmarco of Grants, N.M., had worked at the Santa Barbara Processing and Distribution Center more than two years ago but was given a disability retirement in 2003 for an unspecified psychological reason, postal officials said.

Sometime in that year, she was removed from the building by sheriff's deputies after co-workers said she began acting strangely, DeGasperin said.

She made no threats, but co-workers were afraid she might hurt herself, he said. He provided no other details.

She returned Monday evening to the sprawling center, armed with a 9mm handgun. Witnesses told police she reloaded at least once during the rampage, Santa Barbara County Sheriff Jim Anderson said.

She drove past the perimeter fence by following another car and got into the front door of the building by taking an employee's electronic identification badge at gunpoint. The employee was not hurt, authorities said.

Sheriff's deputies responding to calls about gunshots found two bodies in the parking lot, another just outside the front door and a badly wounded woman just inside.

Three bodies were later found elsewhere in the building. One was the assailant, who apparently shot herself, Anderson said.

It was unclear whether the woman targeted her victims or fired randomly, Anderson said.

As the shooting began, some of the workers streamed out of the building. The woman was well-known to authorities in western New Mexico, where she moved after leaving her job at the postal center.

In July 2004, she applied for a business license to start a publication called the Racist Press, said Terri Gallegos, deputy clerk for the city of Milan, N.M.

When applying for the license, she constantly talked to herself, "not just mumbling to herself, but real audible, like she was arguing with someone but there was no one there," Gallegos recalled.

The clerk's office filed a complaint with police last spring alleging she harassed a worker during another visit.

Police in nearby Grants, N.M., gave her a warning last June after receiving complaints that she was naked at a gas station. She was dressed when officers arrived.

Killed in Tuesday's attack were Ze Fairchild, 37, and Maleka Higgins, 28, both of Santa Barbara; Nicola Grant, 42, and Guadalupe Swartz, 52, both of Lompoc; and Dexter Shannon, 57, of Oxnard.

The wounded woman, Charlotte Colton, 44, of Santa Barbara, remained hospitalized Tuesday.

It was the first lethal shooting at a postal installation in nearly eight years and one of the deadliest since a string of high-profile cases in the 1980s and 1990s, including one in which a part-time letter carrier killed 14 people in Edmond, Okla., before taking his own life.

<#==#>

sadly the people in iran are RIGHT and the american empire is wrong. 

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0201IranNuclear01-ON.html

Iranian leader lashes out at Bush, 'bully countries' 

Associated Press 

Feb. 1, 2006 06:00 AM

TEHRAN, Iran - Iran's president lashed out Wednesday at the United States and vowed to resist the pressure of "bully countries" as European nations circulated a draft resolution urging that Tehran be brought before the U.N. Security Council for its nuclear activities.

In a speech to thousands of supporters hours after President Bush's State of the Union address, President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad derided the United States as a "hollow superpower" that is "tainted with the blood of nations" and said Tehran would continue its nuclear program.

"Nuclear energy is our right, and we will resist until this right is fully realized," Ahmadinejad told the crowd in the southern Iran city of Bushehr, the site of Iran's only nuclear power plant.

"Our nation can't give in to the coercion of some bully countries who imagine they are the whole world and see themselves equal to the entire globe," he added.

The crowd responded with chants of "Nuclear energy is our right!"

Iran's top nuclear negotiator, Ali Larijani, said at a news conference that it would halt intrusive U.N. inspections of its nuclear facilities and resume large-scale enrichment of uranium if it is taken before the U.N. Security Council.

Larijani also said Iran remains committed to the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty, despite calls from hard-line newspapers to withdraw from the agreement if the International Atomic Energy Agency refers Iran to the Security Council on Thursday, as expected.

Referring to the IAEA meeting, he added: "In case the issue is reported or referred to the Security Council, we will have to stop implementation of the Additional Protocol" - a procedure that allows IAEA inspectors to carry out intrusive searches of a country's nuclear facilities without warning.

"The result would be Iran's cooperating with the IAEA at a low level, which is against our wishes. All our suspensions on nuclear activities would be lifted," he said, meaning that Iran would feel free to enrich uranium without hindrance.

In Vienna, Austria, a draft IAEA resolution "requests the director general to report to the Security Council" on steps Iran needs to take to dispel fears that it might want to make nuclear arms. It was being circulated among the 35-member IAEA board for their comments before being submitted for approval at Thursday's board meeting, and a copy was made available to The Associated Press.

As those necessary steps, the draft calls on Iran to:

• Re-establish a freeze on uranium enrichment and related activities.

• Consider whether to stop construction of a heavy water reactor that could be the source of plutonium for weapons.

• Formally ratify an agreement it has so far honored as if it were in force allowing the IAEA greater inspecting authority.

• Give the IAEA additional power in its probe of Iran's nuclear program, including "access to individuals" for interviews, as well as to documentation on its black market nuclear purchases, equipment that could be used for nuclear and non-nuclear purposes and "certain military-owned workshops" where nuclear activities might be going on.

The draft also asks IAEA director general Mohamed ElBaradei to "convey to the Security Council" his report to the next board session in March along with any resolution that meeting might approve.

Ahmadinejad referred to Bush directly and the U.S.-led war in neighboring Iraq.

"Those whose hands are tainted with blood of nations and are involved in wars and oppression in any part of the world ... we, hopefully, in the near future will put you on trial in courts that will be set up by nations."

Defense Minister Gen. Mostafa Mohammad Najjar also warned all countries against considering an attack on Iran's nuclear installations. "Any attack against Iran's peaceful nuclear facilities will meet a swift and crushing response from the armed forces," Najjar said, according to the official Islamic Republic News Agency.

The comments came after Bush increased the pressure on Iran over its nuclear program, saying in his address Tuesday night that "the nations of the world must not permit the Iranian regime to gain nuclear weapons." He said the United States "will continue to rally the world to confront these threats."

Bush also said Iran was "held hostage by a small clerical elite that is isolating and repressing its people" and must stop sponsoring terrorists in the Palestinian territories and Lebanon.

British Prime Minister Tony Blair told the House of Commons on Wednesday it was crucial for the international community to "send a signal of strength" to Iran in the dispute.

"It is important that they understand ... that we are united in determining that they should not be able to carry on flouting their international obligations," he said.

The five permanent members of the Security Council agreed Tuesday that Iran should be hauled before the powerful body.

The top U.N body has the power to impose economic and political sanctions, but none of those measures is immediately likely. Under the deal agreed to by Moscow and Beijing - previous opponents of referral - the Security Council will likely await a new IAEA report at the next board meeting in March before deciding on substantive action, leaving more time for talks with Iran.

Iran insists its nuclear program is civilian only and has no other purpose than to generate power. Enrichment can produce either fuel for a nuclear reactor or the material needed to build a warhead.

On Tuesday, the IAEA said in a report that Iran obtained documents and drawings on the black market that serve no other purpose than to make an atomic warhead. The report also confirmed information recently provided by diplomats familiar with the Iran probe that Tehran has not started small-scale uranium enrichment since announcing it would earlier this month.

The findings about the design obtained by Iran on the black market were contained in a confidential report for presentation to the IAEA board and provided in full to the AP.

A three-year IAEA probe has not found firm evidence to back assertions by the United States and others that Iran's nuclear activities are a cover for an arms program but has not been able to dismiss such suspicions either.

First mention of the documents linked to constructing a nuclear warhead was made late last year in a longer IAEA report. At that time, the agency said only that they showed how to cast "enriched, natural and depleted uranium metal into hemispherical forms."

In the brief report obtained Tuesday, however, the agency said bluntly that the 15 pages of text and drawings showing how to cast fissile uranium into metal were "related to the fabrication of nuclear weapon components."

The report said the documents were under agency seal, meaning that IAEA experts should be able to re-examine them, but "Iran has declined a request to provide the agency with a copy."

The documents in question were given to Iran by members of the nuclear black market network, the IAEA said. Iran has claimed it did not ask for the documents but received them anyway as part of other black market purchases.
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the junk food police at work! another set of government nannies to micro-manage our lives

http://www.azcentral.com/families/education/articles/0201junkban.html

Listing junk food hard job 

Educators faced array of pressure 

Anne Ryman 

The Arizona Republic 

Feb. 1, 2006 12:00 AM

Once the state passed a law banning junk food last year, the rest seemed simple. 

But coming up with the final list of what is banned turned out to be more complicated because of the high emotions that surround food and the thousands of dollars generated by school snacks.

Before issuing its rules Tuesday, the state Department of Education even turned to Attorney General Terry Goddard for an opinion on one item: diet soft drinks. There was disagreement among staff and an advisory panel over whether to allow it in middle schools. Goddard determined that because the junk-food law required the state to meet or exceed federal nutrition standards, no carbonated beverages were permitted.

Now, by July, elementary and middle schools must convert their snack bars and vending machines to serve healthful snacks and drinks. In general, that means fried potato chips, high-fat pastries and soft drinks are out.

A fierce battle went on behind the scenes in recent months to keep certain foods in schools. State Schools Chief Tom Horne received hundreds of letters and e-mails from parents, students and food and beverage companies. 

The Education Department spent months finalizing the nutrition guidelines and relied heavily on an eight-member committee that includes a parent, a school nutrition director and representatives from the food and beverage industry.

Not all the interests got their way.

Arizona Beverage Association President John Kalil said he was surprised and disappointed to see that diet soft drinks weren't included for middle schools. Diet soft drinks are a way to get kids to drink more without consuming more calories.

"We do live in a desert," he said. "We do drink more than water."

Beverage companies fared slightly better where sports drinks are concerned. State officials first recommended that sports drinks such as Gatorade be banned but agreed to allow them in middle schools. 

Dairy farmers worried that they would be limited to selling only 1 percent milk in schools, which they feared would cause kids to drink less milk and cut into sales. State officials agreed to allow 2 percent milk but encouraged 1 percent and no-fat.

Officials wanted to ban all pastries but relented after company officials pointed out there were lower-fat versions of the popular snacks. 

Baked goods such as muffins and doughnuts can still be sold but are limited to 3 ounces and must meet the new calorie, fat and sugar guidelines. Snack sizes are limited to 300 calories and cannot have more than 35 percent of their calories from fat.

For instance, Oreo Sandwich Cookies would be prohibited because they contain too much sugar. But a 2-ounce package of Famous Amos Oatmeal Raisin Cookies would fall within the limits.

The nutrition guidelines drew mixed reactions from parents.

Maria Elena Ruiz, who lives in Carefree and has two children in middle school, said the limits don't go far enough.

"It's ridiculous," she said about pastries and doughnuts in schools. "Those are loaded with sugar and fat."

Ruiz said it's important for schools to sell healthful foods because students spend the majority of their day there. 

Trina Weiner of Scottsdale said she is happy to see the changes, especially the limits on fried food and soft drinks.

"They can get through the six hours they are in school without pop," she said.

Weiner, who has twin daughters who are freshmen at Desert Mountain High School, is glad the state relented and will allow sports drinks in the middle schools because many students stay after school for sports. She hopes the state goes further and passes legislation to cover high schools.

Horne, the state schools chief, said the goal behind the changes is to support parents.

"Some parents don't mind their children eating junk, and if the child brings a candy bar from home, nobody is going to take it away from them," Horne said. "But most parents want their children to eat healthy and resent it when the schools undermine that with candy and soda at the vending machine."

The state likely hasn't heard the last of the junk-food controversy. A separate bill introduced earlier this year, House Bill 2557, would extend the ban to high schools. Horne is supporting that legislation, as well. 

Reach the reporter at anne.ryman@arizonarepublic.com (602) 444-8072.

School nutrition standards

The Arizona Department of Education released its list of nutrition standards effective in July for elementary and middle schools. Snacks must meet limits for sugar, fat, calories and sodium. Sugar is no more than 35 percent by weight. Fat is limited to 35 percent of calories (10 percent for trans- and saturated fats). Snacks can't have more than 300 calories or more than 600 milligrams of sodium.

Potato chips and crackers: Cannot be deep-fried and are limited to 1.5 ounces. 

French fries: Cannot be fried as the final method of preparing.

Muffins, sweet rolls, doughnuts and pastries: Must meet nutrition guidelines above and portions limited to 3 ounces. 

Cookies, brownies: Must meet nutrition guidelines and limited to 2 ounces. 

Nuts and seeds: Exempt from fat requirements; limited to 2 ounces. 

Milk: 2 percent or less. Flavored milk cannot have more than 4 grams of sugar per ounce. Whole milk is prohibited.

Juice: Must be 100 percent fruit or vegetable juice for elementary students and at least 50 percent for middle schools.

Carbonated beverages: Prohibited.

Sports drinks: Prohibited for elementary students; allowed for middle school students and limited to 12 ounces. 

Cheese: Limited to 2 ounces. 

Beef jerky: Most beef jerky has a lot of sodium, but it would be allowed if it met sodium requirements listed above.

<#==#>

free speach along with the bill of rights has been null and void for a long time in amerika!
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Police remove Sheehan from Bush speech 

By LAURIE KELLMAN 

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) -- Cindy Sheehan, mother of a fallen soldier in Iraq, wasn't the only one ejected from the House gallery during the State of the Union address for wearing a T-shirt with a war-related slogan that violated the rules. The wife of a powerful Republican congressman was also asked to leave.

Beverly Young, wife of Rep. C.W. Bill Young of Florida - chairman of the House Defense Appropriations subcommittee - was removed from the gallery because she was wearing a T-shirt that read, "Support the Troops - Defending Our Freedom."

"Because she had on a shirt that someone didn't like that said support our troops, she was kicked out of this gallery," Young said on the House floor Wednesday morning, holding up the gray shirt.

"Shame, shame," he scolded. 

Mrs. Young was sitting about six rows from first lady Laura Bush and asked to leave. She argued with police in the hallway outside the House chamber.

"They said I was protesting," she told the St. Petersburg Times. "I said, "Read my shirt, it is not a protest.' They said, 'We consider that a protest.' I said, 'Then you are an idiot.'"

They told her she was being treated the same as Sheehan, a protester ejected before the speech Tuesday night for wearing a T-shirt with an antiwar slogan. Sheehan wrote in her blog Wednesday that she intends to file a First Amendment lawsuit.

"I don't want to live in a country that prohibits any person, whether he/she has paid the ultimate price for that country, from wearing, saying, writing, or telephoning any negative statements about the government," Sheehan wrote.

Capitol Police took Sheehan, invited as a guest of Rep. Lynn Woolsey, D-Calif., away in handcuffs and charged her with unlawful conduct, a misdemeanor. She later was released on her own recognizance.

Capitol Police Sgt. Kimberly Schneider said police warned her that such displays were not allowed in the House chamber, but Sheehan did not respond.

Woolsey gave Sheehan her only ticket earlier in the day - Gallery 5, seat 7, row A - while Sheehan was attending an "alternative state of the union" news conference by CODEPINK, a group pushing for an end to the Iraq war.

In her blog, Sheehan wrote that her T-shirt said, "2245 Dead. How many more?" - a reference to the number of soldiers killed in Iraq.

She said she felt uncomfortable about attending the speech.

"I knew George Bush would say things that would hurt me and anger me and I knew that I couldn't disrupt the address because Lynn had given me the ticket," Sheehan wrote. "I didn't want to be disruptive out of respect for her."

She said she had one arm out of her coat when an officer yelled, "Protestor."

"He then ran over to me, hauled me out of my seat and roughly (with my hands behind my back) shoved me up the stairs," she wrote. She was then cuffed and driven to police headquarters a few blocks away.

"I was never told that I couldn't wear that shirt into the Congress," Sheehan wrote. "I was never asked to take it off or zip my jacket back up. If I had been asked to do any of those things...I would have, and written about the suppression of my freedom of speech later."

Sheehan was arrested in September with about 300 other anti-war activists in front of the White House after a weekend of protests against the war in Iraq. In August, she spent 26 days camped near Bush's ranch in Crawford, Texas, where he was spending a working vacation.
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cop who shot a man in tucson and then claimed she thought his call phone was a gun has been sued.
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Man shot by Tucson police officer files lawsuit 

TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) -- A man shot by a Tucson policewoman last year has sued the officer, the city and its Police Department.

The lawsuit filed Friday in Pima County Superior Court contends Officer Maria Cabrera "acted negligently and below the standards of a reasonable police officer" when she shot Eric Becerra on Jan. 30, 2005.

It alleges the Police Department was negligent in hiring, training, supervising and disciplining Cabrera.

According to police, Cabrera shot Becerra when he pointed a gun at her after she walked up to a car she believed was connected to an aggravated-assault case.

Becerra, through his attorneys Jeff Rogers and David Lipartito, claims that he was holding a pack of cigarettes in one hand and a cellular phone in the other when Cabrera ordered him to raise his hands.

Becerra has had several surgeries since the incident and still has a bullet fragment in his spine, according to the lawsuit.

Cabrera's attorney, Michael Storie, said her actions were deemed justified by the Police Department's Office of Internal Affairs.

<#==#>
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Airman's Shooting Sparks FBI Inquiry

By Lance Pugmire and Matt Lait, Times Staff Writers

Responding to a dramatic videotape of a police shooting, federal officials opened an investigation Tuesday into the conduct of a San Bernardino County sheriff's deputy who opened fire on a man who appeared to be following the deputy's order to get off the ground.

A grainy videotape of the shooting in Chino was broadcast repeatedly on television Tuesday. The quality of the tape is poor, and it is difficult to clearly hear all the exchanges between the deputy and 21-year-old Elio Carrion during the seconds before the shooting.

At one point, a voice on the tape appears to say "Stay on the ground." A moment later, however, the deputy appears to tell Carrion: "Get up, get up."

"I'm going to get up," Carrion replied as he began to rise from a crouch. As he did so, the deputy, who was standing a few feet away, fired multiple rounds.

Carrion, a U.S. Air Force security officer who had recently returned from duty in Iraq, was hit in the chest, shoulder and leg. He was listed in good condition Tuesday at Arrowhead Regional Medical Center in Colton.

San Bernardino County sheriff's officials have refused to release the deputy's name.

The incident, which took place Sunday night, began with the deputy's chasing a blue Corvette on a short pursuit that authorities said reached speeds of 100 mph. Officials said the deputy pursued the Corvette because the driver was speeding. Carrion was a passenger in the car.

The chase ended when the car crashed into a fence on a residential street in Chino about 10:30 p.m. The driver, Luis Fernando Escobedo, 21, was arrested on suspicion of felony evading. The district attorney's office has not filed charges against him, however, and he was scheduled to be released from jail Tuesday night, officials said.

Sheriff's Department spokeswoman Cindy Beavers said Tuesday evening that neither the driver nor Carrion was armed and that there was no indication Carrion would be arrested or charged with a crime.

Sheriff Gary Penrod has reviewed the videotape, as have several members of the department, Beavers said.

"The dialogue is difficult to understand," Beavers said. "We cannot make judgments on this shooting yet. It is not crystal clear, and if there's any question left open, we can't say whether Carrion or the deputy is wrong." The deputy's conversation with Carrion in the seconds before the shooting is "critical," she said.

Beavers said sheriff's officials hoped the federal investigation would include a forensic review of the video to help "clear up audio issues, to be exact in the dialogue between the deputy and the passenger."

On Tuesday, U.S. Atty. Debra Wong Yang asked the FBI to look at the incident to determine whether the deputy violated Carrion's civil rights, her spokesman, Thom Mrozek, said.

In addition to the federal investigation, the Sheriff's Department will investigate and report its findings to the San Bernardino County district attorney. Assistant Dist. Atty. Michael Risley said Tuesday that, according to available records, the district attorney's office had never filed criminal charges against a law enforcement officer involved in an on-duty shooting.

Current and former elected officials in the county said they were troubled by the shooting.

"I found the images very disturbing," said Supervisor Gary Ovitt, whose district includes Chino. "It did not appear that the passenger had done anything to provoke the shooting, so I can understand why people are demanding answers."

Eunice Ulloa, a 21-year Chino councilwoman and former mayor, called the shooting "frightening" and said she had received numerous calls from concerned residents in the blue-collar farming town of 80,000.

"It doesn't appear there was any justification for the shooting," said Ulloa, who lives near the shooting scene. "The video was horrifying, and it was horrifying to hear that night — all this yelling and screaming. I just hope the Sheriff's Department interviews all the witnesses involved to learn what triggered this officer to shoot. It appears this guy [Carrion] was shot unprovoked."

The videotape was shot by a bystander who provided the original to law enforcement officials and sold a copy to KTLA-TV Channel 5. The tape picks up after the pursuit ended and shows Carrion crouching with the deputy hovering over him, his gun drawn.

The deputy can be heard shouting repeated profanities at Carrion, calling him a "punk" and telling him to "shut up." 

At one point, the deputy kicks at Carrion, but it is unclear whether he makes contact.

On the tape, Carrion can be heard telling the deputy, "I'm here on your side. All right? I'm here to tell you…. We're here on your side." In the background, yelling can be heard, and Carrion appears to yell at the driver to be quiet.

"We mean you no harm … all right?" said Carrion, who also interspersed his statements with profanity. "I served more time than you in the … police, in the … military, OK?"

After the shooting, Carrion can be heard moaning in pain as the deputy shouts — apparently into a radio — "Shots fired! Shots fired!" He then shouts: "Shut the … up!" several times.

Someone in the background says, "You told him to get up!" The deputy tells the unidentified person, "Shut … up!"

Carrion's wife Tuesday denounced the shooting, calling it a criminal act by the deputy. Mariela Carrion said the Sheriff's Department should fire the deputy who shot her husband and prosecutors should file criminal charges against him.

"He shouldn't ever be carrying a badge again," Mariela Carrion said. "It's unfair and sad for a man like my husband to be treated like that. For what he [the deputy] did, he should have to pay for it in court."

Bill Abernathie, president of the sheriff's deputies union, the San Bernardino County Safety Employees Benefit Assn., complained about the video's repeated airing on television.

"To paint every cop in California as bad people because one incident happened, and we don't know the facts, is just wrong," he said.

Jim Erwin, chief of administration for the union, said the deputy involved had retained an attorney, and rank-and-file members were "waiting for the investigation to conclude…. I don't know all the details or what provoked it," Erwin said.

The attorney did not respond to requests for comment.

Vanessa Escobedo, 19, the sister of the Corvette driver, said she spoke to Carrion by telephone Tuesday. She said he expected the deputy to be charged with a crime for shooting him.

Carrion "said he doesn't want to talk to anyone in the newspaper or television; he said he'd just rather go to court and talk," said Vanessa Escobedo. "He told me they had no weapons at all in that car. He's upset. He doesn't know why they shot him."

Carrion grew up in Montclair and attended Montclair High School. He graduated in 2002 and joined the Air Force the next year.

Kimberly King, a nurse assistant at the high school, said she met Carrion when he worked as an aide. When King heard about the shooting on television Tuesday morning, she said, "I just wanted to come through the screen" and knock the gun from the deputy's hand.

"It broke my heart this morning when they announced his name. I just cried for him and his sweet family," said King, 42. "It just broke my heart this way to see his name announced on TV, like he's a common criminal."

She said Carrion once befriended a schoolmate who was struggling in class and encouraged him to stay out of trouble, and that he was respectful of his family and girlfriend, whom he married.

"I remember him so vividly as truly one of the most polite, conscientious, extraordinarily devoted kids," said King, who has received several e-mails from Carrion since his graduation and saw him when he visited his former high school in his Air Force uniform.

Carrion played basketball for three school years and notched perfect attendance in 2002, according to his yearbook, where he is pictured in a gray suit and silver tie. In the nurse's office, he would run errands, make deliveries and greet other students.

"He was a quiet and very honorable young man," King said.

No one answered the door at Carrion's parents' house, a modest stucco building across from an elementary school. Three flags rustle on poles — the Mexican flag, the U.S. flag and the Air Force flag — and hand-held Mexican and U.S. flags dot the rose bed in the frontyard.

Times staff writers Michelle Keller, Mitchell Landsberg, Ashley Powers, Susannah Rosenblatt and John Spano contributed to this report.
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LAPD Chief Overruled on Teen's Death

By Richard Winton and Rong-Gong Lin II, Times Staff Writers

The Los Angeles Police Commission on Tuesday rejected the recommendation of Police Chief William J. Bratton and ruled that the officer who fatally shot a 13-year-old after a brief chase violated department rules and should face discipline.

The decision marks the first major test of a panel that Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa appointed last summer to provide tougher oversight of the Los Angeles Police Department. Many of the previous civilian commissions have been criticized as a rubber stamp for the chief.

The commission, headed by longtime civil rights activist and LAPD critic John Mack, voted 4 to 1 to set aside Bratton's finding and rule that Officer Steve Garcia violated department policy when he fired into Devin Brown's car as the boy backed toward him. Bratton had concluded that Garcia's actions were justified because his life was threatened. 

Commissioner Alan J. Skobin, an attorney and the lone holdover from James K. Hahn's administration, was the only commissioner to back Bratton.

An LAPD board of review will now decide whether Garcia's actions amounted to misconduct and determine punishment, which could range from a reprimand to dismissal.

Villaraigosa called a news conference after the ruling, saying he backed the decision but downplaying the possibility it will create divisions. 

"While some may disagree with the outcome, they should do so with the understanding that a full and complete investigation and consideration of the facts has taken place," the mayor said, adding that the commission's work was a "job well done." 

But the vote probably will complicate Villaraigosa's and Bratton's relationship with the Police Protective League as it prepares to begin contract negotiations with the city. Both officials — particularly Bratton — have courted the union as they push efforts to reduce crime.

League President Bob Baker said the commission's action betrayed an officer who risks his life to protect the public.

"We are angered and dismayed that the Police Commission bowed to community pressure and used hindsight to punish Officer Garcia," Baker said. "The lesson that should be learned from that night is that at 4 a.m. kids like Devin Brown need to be safely home in bed."

At the news conference, Bratton and commission President Mack denied that the ruling opened a rift between the chief and the oversight panel.

"This is not a 'gotcha' kind of thing," Mack said. "This is not the commission making a power play with the police chief. We realize that reasonable people can disagree, even when we are all looking at the same information."

Bratton noted that although he concluded Garcia acted appropriately, the commission's decision "is the final one as it relates to the issue of policy." 

Devin Brown's slaying has loomed large at the LAPD and City Hall for nearly a year. It occurred Feb. 6 as Villaraigosa and Hahn were locked in a heated battle for mayor.

Brown was killed after leading officers on a brief car chase in South Los Angeles that ended when the youth ran the car onto a sidewalk and stopped. Garcia said he fired at Brown's car as it accelerated in reverse toward him because he feared for his life. 

An elaborate LAPD probe of the case — including a reconstruction carried out with the help of Hollywood set experts — backed Garcia's account, and prosecutors decided in December not to file charges against him.

But the shooting generated widespread protests among community activists, who saw it as the latest incident in a history of LAPD misconduct toward African Americans such as the 1965 Watts riots, the 1991 beating of Rodney King and the 1999 shooting of homeless woman Margaret Mitchell. 

The commission did not disclose why it determined Garcia violated department policy, a decision that was made behind closed doors after nine hours of presentations and deliberations.

But sources who asked to remain anonymous said some commissioners felt that although Garcia was directly behind the youth's car when the boy began backing up, the officer was well to the side when he opened fire. In that position, they concluded, Garcia was not directly in harm's way.

LAPD policy says officers can fire on moving cars only if there is imminent danger to them or bystanders. 
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so what else is new?? cops lie. cops commit perjury, cops take bribes, cops steal. the only interesting, new novel thing here is the cops admit it!
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Tombstone marshal finds law in disorder 

He says office is out of control

Susan Carroll 

Republic Tucson Bureau 

Feb. 2, 2006 12:00 AM

TOMBSTONE - Deputies in this Old West city are accused of drinking on duty, lying in court and trading police protection and drugs for sexual favors from women, according to an internal memo by the local marshal.

The memo by the newly appointed marshal, Lance Crosthwait, describes an out-of-control department, with evidence lying out in the open and sex toys stashed in drawers. The marshal charged that at least one deputy knowingly used a broken breath-analysis unit for months, leading to the conviction of several people for driving while intoxicated, and that other deputies lied in official reports.

Crosthwait also wrote that one deputy promptly resigned, citing "personality conflicts" with the new marshal after being told that everyone in the department would have to pass a polygraph and drug test.

"Nobody's doing their jobs," said Mayor Andree De Journett, who appointed Crosthwait about two weeks ago. "I mean, a filing cabinet with sex toys? What's going on there at night?"

The memo is the latest in a series of controversies plaguing the Marshal's Office, which has had at least six marshals, most of them on an interim basis, over the past three years. The most recent interim marshal, Larry Talvy, was removed from the post last month, officially because he didn't live in the city.

Rumors of Talvy's impending demotion prompted The Republic to file a public-records request on Jan. 4 asking to see his personnel file. 

City Attorney Ed Matchett said the city couldn't find the records.

Crosthwait, a former Cochise County undersheriff, asked in his memo for an outside investigation into the Marshal's Office accusations, which have the potential to jeopardize criminal cases. Crosthwait was unavailable for comment Wednesday as gossip about the memo ran up and down shops along the city's picturesque main street.

According to the memo:

• Based on Crosthwait's own observations and "verbal reports" of locals, deputies have been drinking alcohol on duty.

• Members of the Marshal's Office are "well known to have provided false statements and incorrect information in official matters." He based the allegation on the "opinion of various members of the legal community," according to court records and police files.

• There are complaints from women that "sexual favors were rendered" to members of the Marshal's Office in exchange for drugs or police protection or "freedom from arrest."

• Based on Crosthwait's observation and written reports from locals, some members of the Marshal's Office targeted locals for harassment because of their political or personal agendas.

Crosthwait included a list of equipment problems plaguing the Marshal's Office, which has 11 members, including the marshal, a dogcatcher and a dispatcher.

Some locals said Crosthwait's letter was politically motivated and yet another stain for this small tourist city in southeastern Arizona where Wyatt Earp and his brothers once enforced the rule of law.

In the three-page memo, Crosthwait accused a member of the City Council of supporting harassment of locals by deputies. Crosthwait wrote that he is waiting to investigate the charges further "without the tacit and public support" of local elected officials and guidance from the city attorney.

Anna Salcido, a city councilwoman who voted against Crosthwait, declined to comment. Other members of the council could not be reached for comment Wednesday night.

Some locals who opposed the mayor and called him "an outsider" were angry that the memo, dated Jan. 20, ended up in the hands of the media before it was fully investigated. Shortly after De Journett received the memo, he walked it over to the historic adobe offices of the Tombstone Tumbleweed newspaper and gave a copy to its editor.

"The mayor is out of line, and so is the marshal," said Dusty Escapule, a former mayor and arch political rival of De Journett. "Someone with no political affiliation needs to come in and investigate.

"It's embarrassing for this little town. To say this whole town is corrupt, it's out of line."

De Journett said he tried to call an emergency executive session to discuss the Marshal's Office, but there were not enough council members available for a quorum.

De Journett, who recently survived a nasty recall election, also blamed politics for the problems at the Marshal's Office, saying infighting by City Council members made it difficult to get a qualified candidate in the marshal's job appointed. 

The marshal is appointed by and reports to the mayor but must be approved by the City Council.

"Don't blame me," De Journett said. "If I had one qualified person instead of a corrupt person, we would have only had one (marshal)."

He said the City Council "just wanted someone they can control."

"I don't want control," he said. "I want professionalism."

Reach the reporter at susan.carroll@arizonarepublic.com or 1-(520)-207-6007.

<#==#>

If this wasnt a police shooting it would have taken the newspaper 3 seconds to figure out that the gunman was a criminal, not 24 hours.

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0202sheriffshooting0202.html

Deputy perhaps broke law in vet shooting 

Matt Lait and Lance Pugmire 

Los Angeles Times 

Feb. 2, 2006 12:00 AM 

SAN BERNARDINO, Calif. - A San Bernardino County sheriff's deputy who shot a 21-year-old Air Force security officer in an incident captured on videotape appears to have violated accepted police tactics and may have committed a criminal offense, experts in the use of force by police said Wednesday.

The experts cautioned that the low quality of the videotape may obscure some important evidence. But what is visible - the image of the deputy firing multiple rounds at 21-year-old Elio Carrion as he appeared to follow the deputy's order to get off the ground - was shocking, they said.

"It's a criminal act," said Roger Clark, a former Los Angeles County sheriff's lieutenant who routinely testifies in court as an expert in police tactics.

Clark has worked both for police officers and for citizens who have sued the police. "He shot an unarmed man who was complying with his orders."

<#==#>

http://today.reuters.com/news/NewsArticle.aspx?type=domesticNews&storyID=2006-02-02T021239Z_01_N01400453_RTRUKOC_0_US-BUSH-SPEECH-SHEEHAN.xml

Capitol police apologize to activist Sheehan

Wed Feb 1, 2006 9:12 PM ET 

By JoAnne Allen

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The U.S. Capitol Police dropped charges against activist Cindy Sheehan on Wednesday and apologized for arresting her in the House of Representatives chamber shortly before President Bush's State of the Union address.

Sheehan, who became a central figure in the U.S. anti-war movement after her son Casey was killed in the Iraq war, was taken from the Capitol in handcuffs and charged with unlawful conduct after refusing to cover an anti-war slogan on her T-shirt.

The Capitol Police said in a statement that it had reviewed the incident and determined the arrest was unwarranted.

"While officers acted in a manner consistent with the rules of decorum enforced by the department in the House Gallery for years, neither Mrs. Sheehan's manner of dress or initial conduct warranted law enforcement intervention," the statement said.

Capitol Police Chief Terrance Gainer also apologized to the wife of a House Republican who was told to leave the chamber during Bush's speech for wearing a shirt bearing words of support for U.S. troops.

Rep. Bill Young of Florida had condemned the treatment of his wife, Beverly. Young, who chairs the House Appropriations defense subcommittee, said on the House floor his wife was called "a demonstrator and a protester" for doing what Bush had asked of Americans: supporting U.S. soldiers serving in Iraq.

The Capitol Police statement said neither guest should have been confronted about her expressive T-shirt.

"The officers made a good faith, but mistaken, effort to enforce an old unwritten interpretation of the prohibitions about demonstrating in the Capitol. The policy and procedures were too vague," Gainer said. "The failure to adequately prepare the officers is mine."

Sheehan, who won wide attention with an anti-war vigil outside Bush's Texas ranch, was attending the speech as the guest of Rep. Lynn Woolsey, a California Democrat.

In a speech on the House floor, Woolsey said Sheehan wore a shirt that highlighted the number of dead U.S. soldiers in Iraq. "Since when is free speech conditional on whether you agree with the president of the United States?" Woolsey asked.

"How can we claim to be fighting on behalf of freedom around the world, making the world safe for freedom when we are smothering freedom here at home?" she said.

The Capitol Police department said it would ask the U.S. attorney's office not to pursue the unlawful conduct charge against Sheehan. The charge carries a maximum sentence of one year in prison.

Sheehan and other activists were arrested in September for protesting outside the White House without a permit, a misdemeanor that carriers a $50 fine.

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-0602020180feb02,1,3433085.story?coll=chi-newsnationworld-hed

T-SHIRTS AT ISSUE

Police sorry for ejecting Sheehan, lawmaker's wife

Associated Press

Published February 2, 2006

WASHINGTON -- Capitol Police dropped a charge of unlawful conduct against anti-war activist Cindy Sheehan on Wednesday and offered apologies to her and a congressman's wife after they were ejected from President Bush's State of the Union address for wearing T-shirts with war messages.

Police removed Sheehan and Beverly Young, wife of Rep. C.W. "Bill" Young (R-Fla.), from the visitors gallery Tuesday night. Sheehan was charged with a misdemeanor; Young was not arrested.

The unlawful conduct charge against Sheehan was being dropped, said Deputy House Sergeant of Arms Kerri Hanley. And in a private meeting Wednesday, Capitol Police Chief Terrance Gainer apologized, Rep. Young told reporters.

"They were operating under the misguided impression that the T-shirt was not allowed," Hanley said.

Sheehan's T-shirt made reference to the number of soldiers killed in Iraq: "2,245 Dead. How many more?" Young's shirt had the message: "Support the Troops--Defending Our Freedom."

Copyright © 2006, Chicago Tribune 

http://www.hindu.com/thehindu/holnus/003200602021130.htm

Police drop charge, apologise to Sheehan 

Washington, Feb 2 (AP): Capitol Police dropped a charge of unlawful conduct against anti-war activist Cindy Sheehan and offered apologies to her and a congressman's wife for ejecting them from President George W Bush's State of the Union address. 

The women had been singled out for wearing T-shirts with messages condemning the Iraq war. 

"The officers made a good faith, but mistaken, effort to enforce an old unwritten interpretation of the prohibitions about demonstrating in the Capitol," Capitol Police Chief Terrance Gainer said in a statement late yesterday. 

"The policy and procedures were too vague," he said. "The failure to adequately prepare the officers is mine." 

The extraordinary statement came a day after police removed Sheehan and Beverly Young, wife of Rep C.W. "Bill" Young, from the visitors gallery Tuesday night. Sheehan was taken away in handcuffs minutes before Bush arrived at the Capitol to deliver his annual speech laying out his programme for the coming year. Sheehan was charged with a misdemeanor, while Young left the gallery and therefore was not arrested, Gainer said. 

"Neither guest should have been confronted about the expressive T-shirts," Gainer's statement said. 

Gainer said he was asking the US attorney's office to drop the charge against Sheehan. The statement also said he apologized to the Youngs and "share(d) the department's plans for avoiding this in the future." 

"A similar message has been left with Mrs Sheehan," Gainer said. 

<#==#>

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/opinions/articles/0202thurlets022.html

Sheehan's treatment is a disgrace 

Feb. 2, 2006 12:00 AM 

In no less than the hallowed halls of Congress is free speech and liberty not honored.

The arrest of dissenter Cindy Sheehan for wearing a T-shirt inscribed with "2,245 dead, how many more?" would have come as no surprise in North Korea, the old Soviet Union or communist China, but in the United States?

We have lost are way. Is there hope that we can regain our rightful place as the home of the brave and the free?

Jean Miyake

Scottsdale, Arizona

<#==#>

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/opinions/articles/0202thurlets024.html

Don't forget impact of taxes on savings 

Feb. 2, 2006 12:00 AM 

Your Tuesday front-page story "Why Americans are saving less," listed a number of reasons why Americans are saving so much less than they did before the New Deal. But for some inexplicable reason, it made no mention of the growth in taxes, government and entitlements.

Including the cost of regulations, the per-person cost of government is now more than $18,000 per year. Federal spending alone is 26 percent of national income, or eight times as much as it was before the New Deal. Back then, Americans worked 1.2 months to pay their taxes, vs. 5.2 months today. In 1929, federal debt per person was nearly zero, vs. more than $26,000 today.

Then, there is the psychological effect of Social Security, Medicare and hundreds of welfare programs. 

Americans have been misled to believe that the government will come to their rescue if they retire without a nest egg. 

By contrast, the savings rate in China is 30 percent because the Chinese know they can't depend on the government to provide for them in old age.

Craig J. Cantoni

Scottsdale, Arizona

<#==#>

heil hitler! - the police state continues!

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0202patriot0202.html

Patriot Act is given 1-month extension 

Laurie Kellman 

Associated Press 

Feb. 2, 2006 12:00 AM 

WASHINGTON - The House on Wednesday agreed to extend the USA Patriot Act for a month while conservative Republicans and the White House work out changes intended to protect people from government intrusion.

The GOP-controlled House used a voice vote to keep the law in effect until March 10 so negotiators have more time to come up with a deal. The Senate was expected to follow before the law expires on Friday.

Just before leaving for Christmas, Congress extended the law until Feb. 3. Senate Democrats and four libertarian-leaning Republicans had blocked a final vote on a measure negotiated by the White House that would have made permanent most expiring provisions. The Republicans were concerned about excessive police powers.

"It is imperative that we not play political games with the tools that our law enforcement needs to prevent another terrorist attack," said the chairman of the House Judiciary Committee, Rep. James Sensenbrenner, R-Wis.

House Democrats said they did not want the Patriot Act to expire but are pressing for civil rights protections before renewing it permanently. The extension "will give members a chance to work together," said Rep. Robert Scott, D-Va.

Rep. Jane Harmon, top Democrat on the House Intelligence Committee, added, "We must extend it, mend it, but not end it. "

It would be the second time Congress has extended the law. Originally passed five weeks after the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, the Patriot Act was due to expire Dec. 31.

The law makes it easier for federal agents to gather and share information in terrorism investigations, install wiretaps and conduct secret searches of households and businesses. At issue are 16 provisions that Congress wanted reviewed and renewed by the end of last year.

Objections to the compromise last fall centered on the degree to which people and institutions that receive national security letters - secret requests for phone, business and Internet records - can appeal them in court.

Sens. Larry Craig, R-Idaho, and John Sununu, R-N.H., say the law makes it nearly impossible to challenge such letters and their secretive demands for information. Craig said this week that the White House had agreed to some changes that would address his concerns but declined to describe the talks further.

<#==#>

i wonder if the iraqis like living under the amerikan empire dictator george w bush better then the arab dictator saddam? both dictators killed and tortured 1,000's of iraqi citizens. but at least under saddam they had some running water and electricity.

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0202iraq-reconstruct0202.html

Insurgents stall reconstruction 

More than half of sanitation and water projects cut

Associated Press 

Feb. 2, 2006 12:00 AM 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates - Guerrilla attacks in Iraq have forced the cancellation of more than 60 percent of water and sanitation projects, in part because American intelligence failed to predict the brutal insurgency, a U.S. government audit said.

American goals to fix Iraq's infrastructure will never be reached, mainly because insurgents have chased away contractors and forced the diversion of repair funds into security, according to an audit of the Iraqi Relief and Reconstruction Program released last week. 

It is the latest in a series of auditing reports being issued by the Special Inspector General for Iraq Reconstruction.

The rise of Iraq's insurgency was never envisioned by U.S. officials, who originally budgeted about 9 percent of reconstruction aid for project security, the audit said.

As kidnappings, killings and sabotage drove local laborers and foreign technicians from the reconstruction program, U.S. administrators were forced to step up protection for workers.

New measures like armored vehicles, private security teams and blast walls absorbed as much as 22 percent of project costs, according to the audit.

"The whole purpose of those attacks was to drive those contractors out," said Wayne White, who headed the State Department's Iraq intelligence team until last year. "Lots of them had to leave," he said. "They were terrified."

U.S. officials coped with the gathering insurgency by diverting $5.6 billion of the $18.4 billion U.S. aid package into Iraq's security and public safety sectors. 

Meanwhile, officials slashed projects that were aimed at restoring the country's water and electricity infrastructure, according to the report.

Funds earmarked for Iraq's military and law enforcement jumped 55 percent and paid for training and weapons for Iraqi police and troops, prison construction and additional border guards.

<#==#>

racists cops!!! if he  had been an american cop they wouldnt have even arrested him!

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/A/AZ_OFFICER_INDICTED_AZOL-?SITE=AZMES&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT

Feb 2, 3:14 AM EST

Mexican federal police officer indicted for drug trafficking 

TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) -- A Mexican federal police officer has been indicted on drug-trafficking charges here.

Ruben Rochin-Gutierrez, 39, of Navojoa, Sonora, made his initial appearance Wednesday before U.S. Magistrate Judge Jacqueline Marshall after being arrested Tuesday.

Before the arrest, a federal grand jury returned a three-count indictment Nov. 16 on charges of conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute about 9,500 pounds of marijuana and other charges.

The indictment alleges that on April 17, 2003, Rochin-Gutierrez possessed with an intent to distribute about 2,969 pounds of marijuana.

It also states that on Dec. 16, 2004, he possessed with the intent to distribute 3,520 pounds of marijuana.

Rochin-Gutierrez has a detention hearing and arraignment set for Friday.

<#==#>

duh!!! with the stupid drug war making drugs illegal of course people are going to break into drug stores and steal drugs. the only logical solution is to legalize drugs!

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/A/AZ_DRUG_THEFTS_AZOL-?SITE=AZMES&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT

Feb 2, 3:14 AM EST

Police investigating string of drug thefts from pharmacists 

TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) -- Police in Tucson and Marana are investigating at least six incidents in which armed robbers demanded the drug OxyContin from pharmacists since October.

Meanwhile, police in Phoenix are looking into at least 30 similar incidents since June.

Authorities haven't determined if the Tucson and Phoenix cases are connected but say the Marana cases appear unrelated.

OxyContin is a brand-name prescription drug that contains the narcotic oxycodone - the morphine-like ingredient found in nearly 40 controlled prescription analgesics, including Percoset and Percodan.

But what makes OxyContin different - and extremely attractive to drug abusers and dealers - is the huge dosages available in a single pill.

While a Percoset tablet typically contains 5 milligrams of oxycodone, OxyContin tablets contain 10, 20 or 40 milligrams or the 80- and 160-milligram doses.

Authorities say tablets can be broken and swallowed or crushed and snorted. It is sold for about $1 per milligram on the street.

<#==#>

http://www.thewhir.com/marketwatch/013006_Go_Daddy_Super_Bowl_Ad_13_Rejected.cfm

January 30, 2006 -- (WEB HOST INDUSTRY REVIEW) -- Web hosting provider Go Daddy (godaddy.com) has still not had its Super Bowl commercial approved by ABC after having its submission rejected for the 13th time, president and CEO Bob Parsons (bobparsons.com) reported in his blog late last week. The final deadline is January 31.

Parsons says the company immediately submitted a 14th version of its commercial, which is expected to feature the "Go Daddy Girl" Candice Michelle.

"With each submission we've become a little less "GoDaddy-Esque," Parsons wrote. "In spite of this, I believe our creative people have still retained the edgy image we want to convey."

Go Daddy has been working with ABC's Standards and Practices Group for weeks to have a commercial for the Super Bowl approved. Last year's Go Daddy ads, depicting a scantily clad Michelle in suggestive scenes, were the subject of complaints that resulted in a second airing of the ad being cancelled. 

Gambling911.com reports that a significant amount of traffic is being generated by interest in the Go Daddy Super Bowl commercial.

A 30-second commercial spot to be aired during this year's Super Bowl will cost $2.6 million.

http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/060201/law099.html?.v=31

GoDaddy.com(R) Locked in Super Bowl(R) Showdown

Wednesday February 1, 2:15 pm ET  

14th & Final Commercial Attempt Sits in Limbo 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz., Feb. 1 /PRNewswire/ -- 

GoDaddy.com, the No. 1 registrar of domain names worldwide -- and the advertiser censored in last year's Super Bowl commercial controversy -- is in a standoff, stuck waiting for approval to advertise during America's big game. After 14 revisions and weeks of intense negotiations, the ABC Television network is withholding approval for the Internet powerhouse to broadcast a "GoDaddy-Esque" commercial in Super Bowl XL®. 

"It's a good thing I can handle rejection," said Bob Parsons, founder and president of GoDaddy.com. "From the beginning, all I ever wanted was to get our ad approved and on the air. GoDaddy's commercial may not appeal to everyone, but I guarantee it will be FUN, edgy and just a touch inappropriate -- that is the definition of 'GoDaddy-Esque.' It's not nearly as racy as the Victoria's Secret commercial, which ABC has aired many times, or the Jessica Simpson ad which ABC has already approved for the Super Bowl."

GoDaddy.com spent months of time and more than $1 million developing 14 different spots in an effort to produce a commercial that would be acceptable to both Go Daddy and ABC TV. Go Daddy agreed to buy a 30-second ad in the February 5 Super Bowl, but is struggling to win creative approval from the ABC Television network's "Standards and Practices" division.

Last year, GoDaddy.com's edgy commercial, a parody on censorship, was pulled before it aired a scheduled second time during the Super Bowl. The ensuing controversy resulted in more than $11 million of publicity, according to multivision inc. The spot also earned Go Daddy® a 51% "Share of Voice," a percentage some say is the largest "S.O.V." attributed to ANY Super Bowl advertiser EVER. The spot ranked #4 in the Top Ten Commercials of 2005, according to USA Today. It was ranked as 2005's "Smartest Ad Campaign" by Business 2.0 magazine and CNN/Money and spawned the term "GoDaddy-Esque" because of its cutting edge messaging.

"I ask you, what is more American than parody? Last year really struck a nerve. GoDaddy.com is definitely on someone's radar," Parsons said.

Parsons believes the attention generated by last year's censorship coverage is making advertising again this year more difficult, but defends the creative content that ABC rejected as being no more risque than what airs on primetime television.

"I've received dozens of requests from media outlets wanting to see the rejected commercials. GoDaddy.com has nothing to hide. In fact, I think when you see our commercials many of you will wonder what all the fuss was about," said Parsons. "You decide. Take a look and let us know if our ideas, the commercials we produced and the concepts that were rejected are really too much for America's Super Bowl audience."

Since last year's Super Bowl success, GoDaddy.com has become the world's undisputed leader of domain name registrars, both in terms of new registrations and domain under management. The Go Daddy Group now has more than 11.6 million domains in its portfolio and is also the leading shared hosting provider in North America.

A news conference on today's developments is scheduled for 3 p.m. MST at GoDaddy.com, located at 14455 N. Hayden Rd., Suite #226, in Scottsdale, Arizona. DVDs of denied creative content will be provided at the news conference. You can also read more about GoDaddy.com's quest to advertise in Super Bowl XL by visiting www.bobparsons.com.

About The Go Daddy Group, Inc.

GoDaddy.com® is the world's No. 1 domain name registrar both in terms of new registrations and domains under management. GoDaddy.com enables individuals and businesses to acquire, create and safeguard their unique identities and brands on the Internet by offering a complete line of web development tools, including domain name registration, hosting, email systems, SSL certificates, domain auctions and appraisals, and complementary products and services. The Go Daddy Group includes three ICANN-accredited domain name registrars: flagship registrar GoDaddy.com, the world's No. 1 registrar both in terms of new daily registrations and domains under management (www.GoDaddy.com), membership-based registrar Blue Razor® Domains, Inc. (www.bluerazor.com), and reseller registrar Wild West Domains®, Inc. (www.wildwestdomains.com). The Go Daddy Group also offers private domain name registration services through Domains By Proxy®, Inc. (www.domainsbyproxy.com), as well as SSL Certificates through its SSL Certificate Authority, Starfield Technologies®, Inc. (www.starfieldtech.com). The Go Daddy Group registers or renews a domain name every 3 seconds and has more than 11.6 million domain names in its portfolio.

                            - The Go Daddy Group -

                 © 2006 GoDaddy.com.  All Rights Reserved.

Available Topic Expert(s): For information on the listed expert(s), click

appropriate link.

Bob Parsons

http://profnet.prnewswire.com/ud_public.jsp?userid=350318

Source: GoDaddy.com

<#==#>

the daily cost of the wars in iraq and Afghanistan for every man, woman, and child in the united states is 59 cents for both wars, 50 cents for the iraq war and 9 cents a day for the Afghanistan war. and those are low ball estimates!

http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2006-02-02-war-spending_x.htm

Posted 2/2/2006 4:41 PM     Updated 2/3/2006 7:33 AM 

Bush to request $120B more for wars in Iraq, Afghanistan

By Richard Wolf, USA TODAY 

WASHINGTON — The Bush administration will ask Congress soon for another $120 billion to pay for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, bringing total spending since the Sept. 11 attacks to about $440 billion.

Administration officials said the request is intended to fund operations into next year. However, deputy budget director Joel Kaplan and Pentagon spokesman Bryan Whitman acknowledged that won't be enough, even as the U.S. military tries to turn more responsibility over to Iraqi forces. (Related: Bush to request $439.3B defense budget)

Training and equipping Iraqi forces will allow U.S. troops to "take more of a supporting role, a training role, and eventually be able to reduce our numbers as they take over more control," Whitman said.

The war in Iraq is costing about $150 million a day, while continued fighting in Afghanistan is costing about $27 million a day.

The cost of the Iraq war has substantially exceeded early estimates. In 2002, White House economic adviser Lawrence Lindsey suggested the cost could reach $200 billion. Mitch Daniels, then the White House budget director, said Lindsey's number was too high, and said the cost would be $60 billion or less. Lindsey resigned a few months later.

Taken together, the two wars' projected $440 billion cost is almost as much as the Korean War, which cost $445 billion in 2006 dollars, according to the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments. Only World War II and the Vietnam War were more expensive.

The new request is not likely to include any money for reconstruction in Iraq, officials said. Congress appropriated $18 billion for that in 2003, but much of it has been diverted to train and equip Iraqi forces.

All funding requests for the troops have been strongly approved by Congress, and this one is unlikely to generate much opposition.

"This Congress, in a very strong bipartisan way, has done anything they've been asked to do to be supportive of the troops," said Rep. C.W. Bill Young, R-Fla., chairman of the House defense appropriations panel. 

Democrats say that with the federal budget deficit expected to reach about $360 billion this year, more should be done to offset the wars' costs.

"The way we're doing this is very irresponsible," said Rep. Norm Dicks, D-Wash. "We're not demanding a sacrifice from the American people."

The administration also will ask Congress for:

• About $18 billion for hurricane-related expenses in the Gulf Coast. That would bring the total to about $103 billion. Rep. Richard Baker, R-La., expressed concern that "Congress is in no mood to continue spending such resources."

• About $2.3 billion to prepare for a potential bird flu pandemic. Health and Human Services Secretary Mike Leavitt told USA TODAY that while a vaccine is available, "We don't have the capacity to manufacture it in great enough quantities in small enough times."

<#==#>

as long as the social security card is used as the national id this stuff will continue to happen

http://customwire.ap.org/dynamic/stories/A/AZ_HONEYWELL_DATA_LEAK_AZOL-?SITE=AZMES&SECTION=STATE&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT&CTIME=2006-02-03-11-24-58

Feb 3, 11:24 AM EST

Personal information from 19,000 Honeywell workers compromised 

PHOENIX (AP) -- A former computer systems analyst at Honeywell International in Phoenix is accused of obtaining personal information from 19,000 company workers and posting it on the internet.

Honeywell filed a civil complaint in federal court this week naming former employee Howard Nugent and accusing him of hacking into company computers and obtaining social security numbers, bank account and direct deposit information about 19,000 Phoenix-area Honeywell employees.

A federal judge issued a restraining order against Nugent on Thursday, but the document was sealed. Nugent could not be reached for comment.

Honeywell contacted workers shortly after the breach was discovered and offered to provide identity-theft insurance. But employees didn't learn until later whether their information was online.

"For the first few days, we didn't know who was affected," said Dale Mukavetz, an engineer who works at the company's Phoenix aerospace plant.

He said many employees hurried to close bank accounts and open new ones to accept payroll direct deposits.

Mukavetz said he was relieved that employees' 401(k) information wasn't posted.

"That would have been a disaster," he said.

Honeywell attorney William Maledon said Nugent left the company in 2003, but would not say under what terms. Honeywell discovered the security breach Jan. 20.

Honeywell, based in Morristown, N.J., employs 120,000 people worldwide. The company's aerospace division is based in Phoenix.

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0203honeywell03.html

Honeywell IDs source of workers' data leak 

Max Jarman 

The Arizona Republic 

Feb. 3, 2006 12:00 AM

Honeywell International has identified a former computer systems analyst in the company's Phoenix office as the source of a massive leak of personal information about 19,000 current and former employees. 

A civil complaint, filed this week in U.S. District Court in Phoenix, alleges that Howard Nugent hacked into the company's computers and obtained confidential information about Honeywell's Phoenix-area employees. The stolen data, including Social Security numbers and bank account and direct-deposit information, were then posted on the Internet. The security breach was discovered Jan. 20. 

"He wanted to get back at the company, but the people who got hurt were the employees," said an engineer at Honeywell's plant at 34th and Washington streets in Phoenix who asked that his name not be used. "Everyone I know at my plant was a victim." 

The federal court issued a restraining order against Nugent on Thursday, but the document was sealed and not made public. Nugent could not be reached for comment, and Honeywell spokeswoman Victoria Streitfeld said the company had no further comment. 

The posting of the information online put employees' identities at risk of being stolen by criminals and used to fraudulently make purchases, obtain credit and steal cash and other assets. 

The Valley's transient population and rampant methamphetamine use has made it a hot spot for identity theft. In 2004, metropolitan Phoenix had the highest per capita rate of identity theft in the nation. 

Andres Esquer, a spokeswoman for Arizona Attorney General Terry Goddard, said that the case could lead to criminal charges against Nugent but that the theft would have to first be reported to a law enforcement agency. "It's up to Honeywell," she said. 

Honeywell attorney William Maledon said Nugent left the company in 2003, but Maledon would not say under what terms. 

Honeywell notified employees shortly after the breach was discovered and offered to provide identity-theft insurance. But employees didn't learn until later whether their information was online. 

"For the first few days, we didn't know who was affected," said Dale Mukavetz, an engineer who also works at the Washington Street plant. 

When they found out, employees rushed to existing bank accounts and opened new ones to accept payroll direct deposits. 

Mukavetz said he was relieved that employees' 401(k) information wasn't posted. 

"That would have been a disaster," he said. 

Honeywell spokesman Robert Ferris said the company quickly had the Web page removed and has been monitoring to ensure that it does not reappear. 

In a Jan. 24 letter to employees, the company offered to provide fraud protection of up to $25,000 for a year and to monitor credit reports for a similar period. 

"That made us feel better about it," Mukavetz said. 

Honeywell's complaint charges Nugent with, among other things, breach of contract and computer fraud and asks he be barred from further misuse of the information and pay unspecified damages. 

Based in Morristown, N.J., industrial and aerospace giant Honeywell employs about 120,000 people worldwide, including 13,400 in Arizona, where the company's aerospace division is based.

Reach the reporter (602) 444-7351.

<#==#>

hell the cops even violate the civil rights of their fellow cops!!!

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/02/03/nyregion/03police.html?_r=1&oref=slogin

Surveillance Prompts a Suit: Police v. Police

By JIM DWYER

Published: February 3, 2006

The demonstrators arrived angry, departed furious. The police had herded them into pens. Stopped them from handing out fliers. Threatened them with arrest for standing on public sidewalks. Made notes on which politicians they cheered and which ones they razzed.

Meanwhile, officers from a special unit videotaped their faces, evoking for one demonstrator the unblinking eye of George Orwell's "1984."

"That's Big Brother watching you," the demonstrator, Walter Liddy, said in a deposition.

Mr. Liddy's complaint about police tactics, while hardly novel from a big-city protester, stands out because of his job: He is a New York City police officer. The rallies he attended were organized in the summer of 2004 by his union, the Patrolmen's Benevolent Association, to protest the pace of contract talks with the city.

Now the officers, through their union, are suing the city, charging that the police procedures at their demonstrations — many of them routinely used at war protests, antipoverty marches and mass bike rides — were so heavy-handed and intimidating that their First Amendment rights were violated.

A lawyer for the city said the police union members were treated no differently than hundreds of thousands of people at other gatherings, with public safety and free speech both protected. The department observes all constitutional requirements, the city maintains.

The lawsuit by the police union brings a distinctive voice to the charged debate over how the city has monitored political protest since Sept. 11. The off-duty officers faced a "constant threat of arrest," Officer Liddy testified, all but echoing the complaint by activists for other causes that the city has effectively "criminalized dissent."

The lawsuit is one of three recent legal actions in which the city has been accused of abuses of power that the plaintiffs say crimped free expression, a charge that officials say is belied by the reality of noisy sidewalks and streets, crammed year-round with parades and rallies.

At the core of all three cases are questions about the expanded powers the police were granted after the 2001 attacks, and how much the department needs to know about the politics of people who are expressing their views.

In 2003, a federal judge eased longstanding and strict limits on surveillance of political activity at the request of lawyers from the city's corporation counsel office, who argued that the Police Department needed broader authority to use such tactics to fight terrorism.

Since then, police officers in disguise have taken part in demonstrations, an approach the Police Department says it used before receiving the expanded powers; other officers have made hundreds of hours of videotapes of people involved in protests and rallies, very few of whom were charged with breaking any law. Neither form of surveillance, the city argues, violates the Constitution.

The three pending cases — two of them brought by civil liberties lawyers and the third by the police union — are the first to demand judicial scrutiny of those tactics.

Among those three, the police union was the earliest to challenge the city, and its case has the most striking dynamic: the very people asked to fight terrorism are claiming that the city's new antiterrorism tools have been bluntly and illegally applied to the exercise of their own civil rights.

"It puts the whole issue into stark relief," said Elizabeth McNamara, a lawyer who represents the P.B.A. and other unions in the suit.

In July and August 2004, a few dozen off-duty officers — joined at times by firefighters — popped up at places where Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg was scheduled to appear, chanting and handing out leaflets about labor negotiations.

The unions maintain that their demonstrations, in the weeks before the 2004 Republican National Convention opened in New York, embarrassed the mayor just as the national press corps was turning its attention to the city, and that the Police Department responded by cracking down. They are seeking a court declaration that their rights have been violated, as well as damages.

Lawyers for the city say that police union members pestered truck drivers making deliveries, obstructed sidewalks near the mayor's home, and taunted the mayor's press secretary by saying they knew where he lived. The Police Department, the city lawyers say, is neutral about political messages and used barricades and other crowd control methods only to protect the rights of the public and to keep order.

However, the police union said it had uncovered evidence that the department took a keen interest in what the demonstrators were saying, not just how they said it.

During a deposition of the chief of department, Joseph Esposito, who is the department's top uniformed official, Ms. McNamara read parts of a report prepared by the department's Internal Affairs Bureau, which noted that the protesters included members of the Police and Fire Department unions.

"In Paragraph 4, it says that members of both departments called out to the mayor for pay raises," Ms. McNamara said, according to the court transcript, "In Paragraph 5, it notes that the protesters clapped and cheered when former Mayor Koch appeared."

She asked, "What would be the basis for them recording the content of the protesters' demonstrations?"

Chief Esposito responded, "Just to record what they observed."

At a hearing in Federal District Court in Manhattan, Ms. McNamara said the videotaping was punitive. "There was no basis whatsoever for employing the Internal Affairs Division to videotape the police officers except as a means of political harassment," she said. "There wasn't suspicion of criminal activity."

Mark Muschenheim, a lawyer for the city, said that Police Commissioner Raymond W. Kelly ordered the videotaping for legitimate reasons. "There were threats made to the mayor's press secretary during these demonstrations," Mr. Muschenheim said. "That was a decision made by the police commissioner because the demonstrations were getting out of hand."

At Chief Esposito's deposition, Ms. McNamara asked, "Would there be any reason, to your knowledge, for them to be taping the protest to zoom in and individually photograph each officer at the protest?"

"I don't know," he replied.

"Do you know any legitimate reason for such documentation of individuals at the protest?" Ms. McNamara asked.

The chief replied, "Document presence for further identification in the event there was misconduct."

No criminal activity or misconduct was observed at the union demonstrations, Charles Campisi, the chief of the Internal Affairs Bureau, testified, but the videotapes will remain on file. "The purpose of keeping records is to document the observations, what you've done," he said.

In 2003, a federal judge found that the Police Department had scrutinized the beliefs of antiwar protesters without legitimate reason. After antiwar rallies in February and March 2003, 12 people who were arrested said they were questioned on their political thinking by detectives.

Police officials said basic information was needed for a database that would identify centers of protest organization to help deploy officers at future demonstrations. When the practice was made public, Commissioner Kelly said that while he did not know about it, there was nothing unconstitutional about the questioning. Nevertheless, he said the information was not needed.

The dozen people who submitted affidavits said the interrogations went far beyond basics. Among the questions, they said, was whether the country would be better off if Al Gore had been elected, whether they hated President Bush, whether they belonged to other antiwar groups, what schools they attended, and whether they were politically active. The police denied asking those questions.

The judge, Charles S. Haight of Federal District Court in Manhattan, noting that all the protesters gave roughly the same version of events, said he believed that they were telling the truth, even if Commissioner Kelly and his deputy for intelligence, David Cohen, were not aware of the practice.

In the P.B.A.'s lawsuit, now in pretrial proceedings, Ms. McNamara tried to show that it was unusual for the Internal Affairs Bureau to keep an eye on off-duty police officers. If a group of police officers were going to have "a baseball game, would I.A.B. be called in to monitor to see whether they might engage in illegal activity?" Ms. McNamara asked Chief Esposito.

"Generally speaking, no," he replied.

Asked if Internal Affairs officers with video cameras might intimidate an officer, Chief Esposito said, "I don't think so."

However, Joseph Alejandro, a police officer and union official, testified about the videotaping, "It sends a chill down a police officer's back to think that Internal Affairs would be taping something."

Although city lawyers have not yet addressed the claims in the union's lawsuit at any length, they argued in a related case that the police should be allowed to make and keep videotapes of political gatherings. A group of civil rights lawyers charged that such videotaping violated a standing court order that settled a class action lawsuit, known as Handschu, that put limits on police surveillance. Many of those limits were eased in 2003. The city says that nothing in the United States Constitution forbids police videotaping of people in a public place.

"Even if the N.Y.P.D. were to identify the person whose images were captured on videotape, or disseminated the photographs to other police agencies, a constitutional violation has not occurred," wrote Gail Donoghue, a senior city lawyer.
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david is a libertarian who is also a pima county public defender. david is also handling the ASU lawsuit where the libertarian party is suing ASU for using public money to put on the presidential debate at ASU and refusing to include the libertarian party canidates.

To: lpaz-discuss@yahoogroups.com 

From: "David Euchner" gonzolawyer@comcast.net

Date: Thu, 02 Feb 2006 20:27:31 -0700 

Subject: [lpaz-discuss] Fwd: RE: vote NO on HB2580/HB2589 

Some random banter with Russell Pearce. Apparently I was supposed to be 

convinced of the merit of this legislation by being told that the bills 

have the support of Andrew Thomas.

David Euchner

>Date: Thu, 02 Feb 2006 20:20:36 -0700

>To: "Russell K. Pearce" <rpearce@azleg.gov>

>From: David Euchner <deuchner@comcast.net>

>Subject: RE: vote NO on HB2580/HB2589

>

>Rep. Pearce,

>

>Just today I got a new case where the accused is charged with 

possession 

>of 0.17g of methamphetamine. The accused has no prior record and is 

not 

>accused of committing any crime against a person (such as theft). 

Under 

>ARS 13-3407, this offense is a class 4 felony.

>

>I also have had too many cases to count where the accused is charged 

with 

>presenting a forged check for less than $1000. If the accused had 

simply 

>stolen $999, the charge would be a class 6 felony. But not only is 

forgery 

>a class 4, but the Pima County Attorney always slaps them with 

fraudulent 

>schemes and artifices, which is a class 2 felony. I also see the class 

2 

>fraud schemes charge when someone steals a $50 vacuum cleaner and then 

>tries to return it without a receipt for money back. Certainly these 

>offenses need to be punished, but should they be punished at the same 

>level as manslaughter, sexual assault, or armed robbery?!

>

>If the general public understood how various offenses are classified 

in 

>Arizona, they would agree with me. The reason I know this is because a 

lot 

>of people begin a discussion by disagreeing with me and change their 

mind 

>within moments of hearing what the law actually says.

>

>No offense to Mr. Thomas, but his support for a criminal justice bill 

is 

>not going to win me over. Maybe if the bills had the support of the 

judges 

>whose courtrooms are overflowing with small-time drug possession 

cases...

>

>Sincerely,

>David Euchner

>

>

>

>At 08:19 AM 2/2/2006, you wrote:

>

>>I cannot believe you oppose NO Bond for serious felonies on 

defendents 

>>that are here illegally and are a great flight risk. This is common 

sense 

>>legislation.  Supported by Maricopa County Attorney for a number of 

reasons.

>>

>>Name the class 4 felonies that are NO Big deal to the public.

>>

>>

>>----------

>>From: deuchner@comcast.net [mailto:deuchner@comcast.net]

>>Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2006 7:26 AM

>>To: Eddie Farnsworth; Russell K. Pearce; Ray Barnes; Jonathan Paton; 

Doug 

>>Quelland; Steven B. Yarbrough; Ted Downing; Steve Gallardo; Ben R. 

Miranda

>>Subject: vote NO on HB2580/HB2589

>>

>>To the members of the House Judiciary Committee:

>>

>>I apologize for sending one message to all members, but I understand 

you 

>>are holding hearings on two bills today, HB2580 and HB2589 and I want 

to 

>>explain my opposition to both these bills. As an attorney with the 

Pima 

>>County Public Defender's office, I am on the front lines of the 

criminal 

>>justice system, and I can give you an accurate prediction of the 

>>unintended consequences of these two pieces of legislation. (And as 

the 

>>most recent Libertarian Party candidate for Pima County Attorney in 

2004, 

>>I demonstrated that I am not "soft on crime" but rather more 

interested 

>>in identifying the source of crime and making our county a safer 

place to 

>>live.)

>>

>>HB2580 extends the list of people who shall be denied bail to those 

who 

>>have committed "serious felonies" which includes all the way down to 

>>class 4 felonies. In reality, many class 4 felonies are not serious 

at 

>>all, such as possession of a usable amount of any narcotic or 

dangerous 

>>drug. Simple possession of 0.1 gram of meth or crack regularly 

results in 

>>class 4 felony charges in Pima County. Also, fraudulent schemes and 

>>artifices (ARS 13-2310) is charged as a class 2 felony, even if the 

>>pecuniary gain from the fraud perpetrated was only $50. As for 

>>undocumented individuals, they already get immigration holds placed 

on 

>>them by the federal government so they are not being released anyway. 

>>This bill will accomplish nothing practically except to reclassify 

more 

>>than 50% of existing crimes as "serious". Doing this minimizes the 

impact 

>>of truly serious crimes such as murder and sexual assault.

>>

>>HB2589 is a bill that has absolutely no chance of accomplishing its 

>>stated goal (curbing the tide of illegal immigration coming through 

>>Arizona) and instead continues the trend of turning the United States 

>>into a Big Brother-led database nation. The purpose of a DNA database 

is 

>>to help solve violent crimes by checking DNA on the scene against 

that 

>>collected from convicted felons, in the hope that a lead may be 

>>generated. But this database is widely considered a failure because 

in 

>>practice it accomplishes nothing more than collecting data on drug 

users 

>>and those who commit other such low-level offenses. Finding another 

group 

>>of people from whom to extract DNA will do nothing to stem the rise 

of crime.

>>

>>The reason why the crime rate is spiraling out of control in Pima 

County 

>>is because our law enforcement is spending most of its resources 

tracking 

>>down drug users instead of doing the more difficult work of 

investigating 

>>burglaries and other property crimes. These bills will do nothing to 

>>solve our problems. I urge the House Judiciary Committee to work 

toward 

>>identifying the real problems in Arizona, rather than window dressing 

>>such as stopping illegal immigration (which is never going to happen 

at 

>>the state level).

>>

>>Sincerely,

>>

>>David J. Euchner

>>Assistant Pima County Public Defender
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Ex-deputy has peace officer certification revoked over drug test 

TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) -- A former Pima County sheriff's deputy recently had his peace-officer certification revoked after testing positive for cocaine during a random drug screening while still a member of the force.

The Jan. 18 revocation stems from a November 2004 incident in which Isiah Permelia Jr. was selected for random testing, according to a document from the Arizona Peace Officers Standards and Training Board.

Permelia, 49, said Friday that he has never used any illegal drugs and does not understand why he tested positive for cocaine in several instances.

Permelia, an 18-year-veteran, had previously undergone drug testing numerous times while serving as a deputy, each time coming up clean, according to the document. 

Permelia, a member of the Fugitive Investigative Strike Team, reported to Tucson Occupational Medicine that day in 2004, and urine and hair samples were taken.

The document said his urine tested negative but Permelia's hair sample showed that he had used cocaine.

The drug was later found in his duty car during a search and Permelia was suspended without pay in December 2004 and retired from the sheriff's department that same month.

Information from: Arizona Daily Star, http://www.azstarnet.com 
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Officials butt heads over border checkpoints 

By AMANDA LEE MYERS 

Associated Press Writer

PHOENIX (AP) -- Two U.S. congressmen who requested an investigation of the U.S. Border Patrol's Tucson Sector received a response they never expected.

They had hoped the investigation - conducted by the Department of Homeland Security's Office of Inspector General - would prove Tucson Sector officials were flouting a federal law prohibiting them from using permanent border checkpoints.

What the report concluded, however, is that the Tucson Sector has been hampered by the absence of such checkpoints.

Reps. Jim Kolbe, R-Ariz., and Harold Rogers, R-Kentucky, requested the investigation in a June letter addressed to Inspector General Richard L. Skinner. 

The report, released Thursday, did find the Tucson Sector was sidestepping the federal law. Rather than relocating checkpoints every 14 days as the law stated, agents in the Tucson sector simply closed down a location for about eight hours every 14 days and then reopened it in the same place, the report said.

"This investigation proves the inability of the Customs and Border Protection to respect the will of Congress," Kolbe said in a statement Friday. "The intent of Congress was very clear: Checkpoints should not be permanent installations."

But the real issue, the report said, is the agency's ability to apprehend illegal immigrants and seize drugs being smuggled across the border.

The best way to do that would be to establish permanent checkpoints, said Michael Nicely, chief of the Tucson Sector, the only Border Patrol sector prohibited from having permanent checkpoints.

"A checkpoint is ineffective unless you can man it 24/7," Nicely said. "I don't believe for a moment we can have the success we want to have here in Arizona without the permanent checkpoints."

The Tucson Sector changed its procedures in October after the appropriations committee in the U.S. House of Representatives reworded the law, requiring the Tucson Sector to move its checkpoints every seven days, rather than 14.

Now, the sector opens one of its eight checkpoints for seven days at a time, and then closes it for the next seven. At any given time, an average of four checkpoints are up and running, Nicely said.

The policy is compromising border security, he added.

"The law says we can't set it up in the same place within seven days," Nicely said. "What do I do if I get specific intelligence that terrorists are entering into that corridor? If I follow the language of the law, I can't act on that.

"I don't know how that's good for border security. It's very dangerous."

Kolbe has long been fighting the issue of permanent checkpoints.

The Tucson Sector tried to establish a permanent checkpoint near Tubac, Ariz. about seven years ago.

But when area residents complained about the prospect, Kolbe helped in getting a House committee to cancel the plan.

Gary Brasher, a Tubac resident and president of the Santa Cruz Valley Citizens Council, spearheaded residents' efforts to stop the checkpoint and continues to work today to keep checkpoints mobile.

"A permanent checkpoint would be an $8 million facility sitting there for the world to see," Brasher said. "People involved in illegal activities are going to know it's there and go around it. That just doesn't make a lot of sense."

Nicely said the predictability works for, not against, agents.

"They have to try to go around the checkpoints," he said. "We can push them to a place where we have a tactical advantage."

The inspector general's report recommended that the federal law prohibiting the Tucson Sector from using permanent checkpoints be reconsidered.

"No one has identified a reason that could explain why permanent checkpoints, which Congress has funded elsewhere, cannot operate effectively in the Tucson Sector," the report said.

On the Net:

Department of Homeland Security: http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection: http://www.cbp.gov
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the police can trace your internet activity fairly easy!

http://nytimes.com/2006/02/04/technology/04privacy.html?hp&ex=1139115600&en=e86a719a6750998c&ei=5094&partner=homepage

Increasingly, Internet's Data Trail Leads to Court  

By SAUL HANSELL

Published: February 4, 2006

Who is sending threatening e-mail to a teenager? Who is saying disparaging things about a company on an Internet message board? Who is communicating online with a suspected drug dealer? 

These questions, and many more like them, are asked every day of the companies that provide Internet service and run Web sites. And even though these companies promise to protect the privacy of their users, they routinely hand over the most intimate information in response to legal demands from criminal investigators and lawyers fighting civil cases. 

Such data led directly to a suspect in a school bombing threat; it has also been used by the authorities to track child pornographers and computer intruders, and has become a tool in civil cases on matters from trade secrets to music piracy. In St. Louis, records of a suspect's online searches for maps proved his undoing in a serial-killing case that had gone unsolved for a decade.

In short, just as technology is prompting Internet companies to collect more information and keep it longer than before, prosecutors and civil lawyers are more readily using that information.

When it comes to e-mail and Internet service records, "the average citizen would be shocked to find out how adept your average law enforcement officer is at finding information," said Paul Ohm, who recently left the Justice Department's computer crime and intellectual property section. 

The issue has come to the fore because of a Justice Department request to four major Internet companies for data about their users' search queries. While America Online, Yahoo and Microsoft complied with the request, Google is resisting it. That case does not involve information that can be linked to individuals, but it has cast new light on what privacy, if any, Internet users can expect for the data trail they leave online. 

The answer, in many cases, is clouded by ambiguities in the law that governs electronic communication like telephone calls and e-mail. In many cases, the law requires law enforcement officials to meet a higher standard to read a person's e-mail than to get copies of his financial or medical records. 

Requests for information have become so common that most big Internet companies, as well as telephone companies, have a formal process for what is often called subpoena management. Most of the information sought about users is basic, but very personal: their names, where they live, when they were last online — and, if a court issues a search warrant, what they are writing and reading in their e-mail. (Not surprisingly, the interpretation of voluminous computer records can be error-prone, and instances of mistaken identity have also come to light.) 

AOL, for example, has more than a dozen people, including several former prosecutors, handling the nearly 1,000 requests it receives each month for information in criminal and civil cases. The most common requests in criminal cases relate to children — threats, abductions and pornography. Next come cases of identity theft, then computer hacking. But with more than 20 million customers, AOL has been called on to help in nearly every sort of legal action.

In recent years, "we found ourselves involved in every imaginable classification of traditional crimes, from murder to the whole scope of criminal behavior, because AOL was used to communicate or there is some trace evidence," said Christopher Bubb, assistant general counsel at AOL. 

Investigators have found new ways to identify people who visit Web sites anonymously or use a false identity. Many Web sites keep a log of all user activity, and they record the Internet Protocol address of each user. I.P. addresses are assigned in blocks to Internet service providers, who use them to route information to the computers of their users. If an investigator determines the I.P. address used by a suspect, he can subpoena the Internet provider for the identity of the user associated with that address at a particular date and time. 

For example, in investigating a bomb threat at a Canadian high school in 2002, Mr. Ohm approached the operator of a message board in California on which the threats were placed. He asked to review the log monitoring each user's activities, which showed the Internet Protocol address of the person who left the threatening message. Mr. Ohm used that address in turn to determine the suspect's Internet service provider, who identified a teenager who had posted the message. (As a minor, he was not prosecuted.) 

While Internet evidence has been used to solve some crimes, there have also been examples of mistakes in the process. Last year, Manchester Technologies, a company in Hauppauge, N.Y., sued Ronald Kuhlman Jr. and Kim Loviglio, claiming they had posted messages on a Web site that defamed its chief executive.

Manchester had identified Mr. Kuhlman and Ms. Loviglio based on information provided by Cablevision, their Internet provider, which incorrectly associated their account with the Internet Protocol address used to make the postings. Manchester dropped its suit against Mr. Kuhlman and Ms. Loviglio, who in turn sued Cablevision. That case was settled for undisclosed terms, their lawyer, Mark Murray, said.

The 1996 law that governs privacy for telephones, Internet use and faxes — the Electronic Communications Privacy Act — provides varying degrees of protection for online information. It generally requires a court order for investigators to read e-mail, although the law is inconsistent on this, treating unopened items differently from those previously read. The standard to compel an Internet service provider to provide identifying information about an Internet user is lower — in general, an investigator needs a subpoena, which can be signed by a prosecutor, not a judge. (And the USA Patriot Act allows some of these procedures to be waived when lives are at risk.) By comparison, domestic first-class mail requires a search warrant to be opened.

In cases in which investigators want to intercept Internet communication as it occurs, they must get the same authorization needed for a telephone wiretap, which requires continuing court monitoring. In 2004, there were 49 cases of computer or fax transmissions being monitored under these procedures, according to federal statistics (which exclude national security cases).

Mr. Ohm, now an associate professor at the University of Colorado Law School, said those statistics undercounted the instances of such monitoring, especially cases in which an Internet company was tracing attacks on its own system.

"The Wiretap Act has enough loopholes built into it that you can often do a wiretap without having to get a court order," he said. 

The law for civil cases, like divorces or employment disputes, is also a bit unclear. Litigants can generally subpoena the identifying information of a user behind an e-mail account or an I.P. address.

AOL says that only 30 of the 1,000 monthly requests it receives are for civil cases, and that it initially rejects about 90 percent of those, arguing that they are overly broad or that the litigants lack proper jurisdiction. About half of those rejected are resubmitted, on narrower grounds. Generally, AOL gives its members notice when their information is sought in civil cases. If the member objects, the issue is referred back to the court. (In criminal cases, there is often no notice, or notice is given after the information has been given to investigators.)

"Subpoenas come in all the time that ask for everything," said Kelly Skoloda, an AOL lawyer. "We engage in an active dialogue to determine what they want and what we can give in compliance with our privacy policies." 

AOL and most other Internet providers take the view that the content of e-mail messages cannot be turned over to lawyers in civil suits. The most significant exception is that e-mail can be turned over with the consent of the account owner, and litigants often persuade judges to order their opponents to authorize the disclosure of e-mail.

A gray area that has recently gained prominence involves the pages that users read online and the terms of their searches. 

Yahoo, Google and the new free AOL.com site, for example, maintain records of user surfing behavior. Google also keeps a log file that associates every search made on its site with the I.P. address of the searcher. And Yahoo uses similar information to sell advertising; car companies, for example, place display advertising shown only to people who have entered auto-related terms in Yahoo's search engine. 

It is unclear what standard is required to force Internet companies to turn over this search information to criminal investigators and perhaps civil litigants. 

"The big story is the privacy law that protects your e-mail does not protect your Google search terms," said Orin S. Kerr, a professor at the George Washington University Law School and a former lawyer in the computer crime section of the Justice Department. 

Other lawyers argue that the law that provides protection for e-mail content, or even the Fourth Amendment protection against unreasonable searches, could be applied to data about Web searching, but the issue has not been tested in court.

The break in the St. Louis murders came in 2002, when a reporter received an anonymous letter with a map generated by Microsoft's MSN service — marked with the location where a body could be found. 

The F.B.I. subpoenaed Microsoft for records of anyone who had searched for maps of that area in the days before the letter was sent. Microsoft discovered that only one user had searched for precisely that area and provided the user's Internet Protocol address. That address, in turn was provided by a unit of WorldCom, which identified the user as Maury Troy Travis, a 36-year-old waiter. (Mr. Travis was arrested and hanged himself in jail without ever admitting guilt.)

While requests for search data have been few, computer experts expect them to increase. 

"It is rare that those links will be a slam-dunk that will make a case," said John Curran, a former cybercrime investigator for the F.B.I. "But when you are putting together a larger case, you are trying to connect the dots, and it is the little things that actually help."
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Interpol: USS Cole attack planner escapes 

LYON, France (AP) -- A man considered a mastermind of the USS Cole bombing that killed 17 sailors in a Yemeni port in 2000 was among 23 people who escaped from a Yemen prison last week, Interpol said Sunday.

The international police agency issued an "urgent global security alert" for those who escaped Friday from the prison via a tunnel. It called the escapees "dangerous individuals."

A Yemen security official announced the escape of convicted al-Qaida members Friday but did not provide details.

Interpol said in a statement that at least 13 of the 23 escapees were convicted al-Qaida fighters, who escaped via a 140-yard-long tunnel "dug by the prisoners and co-conspirators outside."

Yemeni officials confirmed to Interpol that a man considered a mastermind of the Cole attack, identified as Jamal al-Badawi, was among those who escaped.

Al-Badawi was among those sentenced to death in September 2004 for plotting the USS Cole attack. Two suicide bombers blew up an explosives-laden boat next to the destroyer as it refueled in the Yemeni port of Aden on Oct. 12, 2000.

Another of the 23 escapees was identified as Fawaz Yahya al-Rabeiee, considered by Interpol to be one of those responsible for a 2002 attack on the French tanker Limburg off Yemen's coast. That attack killed a Bulgarian crew member and spilled 90,000 barrels of oil into the Gulf of Aden.

Interpol's urgent global security alert, known as an "orange notice," was issued by agency Secretary General Ronald Noble "because the escape and unknown whereabouts of al-Qaida terrorists constituted a clear and present danger to all countries," the statement said.

Noble urged Yemen - the ancestral home of Osama bin Laden - to provide names, photographs, fingerprints and other information about the suspects.

A Yemen security official said on condition of anonymity Friday that the 23 escapees had fled a prison in the capital, San'a, that he described as a military intelligence detention center. The official said only that the escapees had all had been sentenced last year on terrorism-related charges.

The escape came a day before the expected start of a trial of 15 people charged with involvement in terror operations in Yemen, including Mohammed Hamdi al-Ahdal, who is suspected of masterminding the Cole bombing and the 2002 bombing of the Limburg.

The trial was postponed indefinitely.

Yemen was long a haven for Islamic militants. After the Sept. 11 attacks, the government sided with the U.S.-led war on terrorism.http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/I/INTERPOL_YEMEN_ESCAPE?SITE=AZMES&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
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Nearly 2,000 inmates riot in Calif. jail 

By ANDREW DALTON 

Associated Press Writer

CASTAIC, Calif. (AP) -- Nearly 2,000 inmates rioted at a Southern California jail, throwing mattresses and banging heads against bunk beds, in an uproar that officials said stemmed from racial tensions. One inmate was killed.

More than 100 inmates were wounded and 20 were hospitalized with serious injuries from the nearly hour-long melee on Saturday, authorities said. Smaller fights broke out for at least four hours after the main brawling ended.

"The motivation appears to be racial tensions and a carry-over of a feud between black and Hispanic gangs," said Deputy Steve Suzuki, a sheriff's spokesman. Two days earlier, a Hispanic gang member was stabbed by a black gang member, he said.

Black and Hispanic inmates were being segregated and a lockdown was ordered systemwide, Sheriff Lee Baca said.

Authorities had information that a disturbance was imminent, but they didn't know the time or location, said Sam Jones, chief custody officer of the county jail system.

A 45-year-old black inmate who was a registered sex offender was killed, Suzuki said. Twenty-six wounded inmates were treated at the jail; the 20 hospitalized inmates did not have life threatening injuries. No jail employees were injured.

The North County Correctional Facility, about 40 miles northwest of downtown Los Angeles, is a maximum-security complex composed of five jails that together house about 4,000 inmates.

It is illegal to segregate inmates based on race or ethnicity, but legal advisers said it can be done in emergency situations, Jones said.

The jail has a history of race related riots. In 2000, a three-day riot at the Pitchess Detention Center in Castaic injured more than 80 inmates, leaving one in a coma. Attorneys representing 273 black inmates filed a civil rights lawsuit alleging the sheriff's department failed to disarm Hispanic inmates.

Several racially motivated brawls at Castaic jails in 1998 injured dozens of inmates. In 1996, 5,300 prisoners battled, leaving six guards and 123 inmates injured after the Mexican Mafia prison gang ordered an attack on blacks.http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/J/JAIL_RIOT?SITE=AZMES&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
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Gilbert has not officially declared war on homeless people like Phoenix, Tempe, Mesa and Scottsdale have.

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=58501

Tree houses homeless in Gilbert  

By Beth Lucas, Tribune 

February 5, 2006 

A makeshift Gilbert home — nestled inside a 100-yearold tree — has caught the eye of a concerned community. 

A tent and rags line the inside of the giant tree on an empty lot at the southeast corner of Baseline and Greenfield roads. 

Branches sweep toward the ground as if to create walls that residents of Greenfield Park homeowners association say have attracted at least one homeless man. 

Grocery carts are parked near the tree, with sleeping bags bundled around. It’s filled with clothes and a kerosene lamp. 

One homeless man, nearby residents said, is seen in the neighborhood asking for handouts and has lived in the tree for nearly a year. 

Some say it’s heart-wrenching to see such poverty. Others express concern that Pioneer Elementary School is just down the block, in a neighborhood filled with children. 

“It hurts your heart a little bit to see,” Greenfield Park resident Barbara Cafaro said. “They’re probably harmless. But you just don’t know — what if a kid went back there exploring? I have grandchildren here.” 

Martha Kelley, whose backyard faces the lot, called police last October after her kids told her they were worried about a homeless man. She said she is less concerned this year because the elementary school put up a fence blocking kids from using the lot when walking to or from school. 

“There was no barrier to anyone coming across,” she said. “Now that they’ve done that, kids who do go to school probably feel safer.” 

She added that the residents of the tree probably won’t cause a problem and that impending development should drive them out. 

The situation caught the eye of Mayor Steve Berman, who recently surveyed the land with its developer, who plans to build a bank on the lot. “There was nobody there to kick out,” he said. 

A U.S. Census Bureau search in September found evidence that someone lives in the tree, but was unable to locate anyone. Police report there are six known homeless people who stay overnight in Gilbert in a variety of locations, including in large plants along railroad tracks. 

Police Lt. Joe Ruet said because the tree is on private property, there’s nothing the police can do unless the lot’s owner calls to complain. No trespassing signs are posted. 

Like neighboring Chandler, Gilbert has no laws against homeless camping, which are now in effect in Tempe, Mesa and Scottsdale. 

Gilbert Town Manager George Pettit said a few years ago a similar home was built in a tree at Guadalupe and Gilbert roads. 

“The property owner recognized the issue and tore up the tree,” Pettit said. 

Contact Beth Lucas by email, or phone (480) 898-6373 
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Phoenix City Manager Frank Fairbanks said "How do you ask someone to pay back tens of thousands of (dollars) when their department head approved it and the deputy city manager approved and said it was OK?"

It would be easy for me to ask that. I would just say "hey your boss has been letting you spend money like a drunk sailor flying around the world drinking and dining something which you probably should have know was illegal and in violation of Phoenix polices and now I am asking you to pay it back". I would also fire the employees - they should have know what they were doing was wrong.

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0205travelrecords0205.html

Disputed traveling expenses top $280K 

Phoenix workers likely won't repay 

Ginger D. Richardson 

The Arizona Republic 

Feb. 5, 2006 12:00 AM

Phoenix's eight-week inquiry into suspected travel abuses by some employees has uncovered more than $280,000 in questionable charges, and chances are most of that money will never be repaid.

That's because more than 80 percent of the disputed expenses were international airline fares incurred by three aviation department employees who flew business class to Europe, Mexico, Asia and Canada, with the full-knowledge of their supervisors. 

The trio has collectively charged more than $237,000 in airfare over the past five years under a well-known, but unwritten, policy that is designed to help support major airlines in hopes of landing new, international flights out of Sky Harbor International Airport.

The policy contradicts another written set of rules that governs all city employees and specifies that workers should fly the cheaper economy class.

Nonetheless, all three had their trips, including the more expensive flight costs, approved by the city before they left.

Now, even City Manager Frank Fairbanks admits that it would be a bit of a stretch to expect those employees to reimburse the city.

"How do you ask someone to pay back tens of thousands of (dollars) when their department head approved it and the deputy city manager approved and said it was OK?" he said.

The findings raise new questions about exactly who is culpable in Phoenix's ongoing travel mess.

More than 100 city workers and seven City Council members have been questioned about their business trips since a Republic investigation uncovered numerous examples of employees questionably spending money while traveling on the city's dime. Disputed council expenses accounted for just over $800 of the $280,000 total.

Phoenix says its inquiry could be wrapped up this week, but while some employees may face discipline, it's clear that the biggest culprits in the travel shake-up were inconsistent policies and poor oversight.

"There are obviously places where you say, 'The system just broke down,' " said Lera Riley, Phoenix's personnel director and member of the specially appointed travel review committee that has been conducting the inquiry. "I think there is a general sense that we should have done some things differently."

The names of the employees being questioned are being withheld by the city pending the outcome of the inquiry. However, three of the employees, who were consistently among the city's biggest spenders, due in no small part to their business-class travel, were identified by the Republic through independent research.

Department employees 

The three employees, Deputy Aviation Director Ann Warner, former Assistant Aviation Director David Cavazos, and former marketing and advertising manager Renee Baggot, are being asked to justify tens of thousands of travel related costs.

All were heavily involved in marketing Sky Harbor. In fact, the three have spent more than $400,000 in the past five years on sojourns designed to promote the airport and boost the number of international carriers and non-stop flights out of Phoenix. 

Now, the city is questioning more than $250,000 of the $400,000 in charges, saying that they either didn't comply with city regulations or weren't appropriately justified on their reports. 

Warner, for example, is being asked to explain roughly $1,700 worth of expenses associated with a trip she took to northern Thailand in May 2001. Records show she spent three nights at the Regent Chiang Mai, a Four Seasons resort that cost $480 a night. The Thai city was never listed as a destination on a "travel authorization request" that was filed with the City Manager's Office before her departure.

The city has also requested that she justify hundreds of dollars in tips, laundry costs and miscellaneous charges. 

Warner declined to comment in detail on her travel and the city's investigation.

"I have been approved and re-approved for traveling internationally and have always followed policy," she said in an e-mail response to questions submitted last week.

In total, Warner is being asked to explain about $4,700 in non-airfare-related charges that either did not comply with Phoenix's policies or were not appropriately justified on her expense reports. Altogether, she is being questioned about $105,000 in expenses.

Cavazos' situation is similar.

He has been asked to explain or provide additional documentation for $7,900 worth of non-airfare related expenses. Most are related to meals, hotel or transportation costs.

Cavazos, who is now acting deputy city manager, itemized $200 to $400 lunches and dinners, was reimbursed for participating in a golf tournament at cost of $75 and charged the city more than $800 for transportation costs during a June 2003 trip to Mexico. 

Including his business-class airfare, Cavazos is being asked to explain more than $41,000 worth of expenses.

Cavazos said he couldn't comment because of the ongoing investigation, but he asked Phoenix's public information officer, Toni Maccarone, to issue a statement on his behalf.

"The review is confidential and still in progress, but David would be happy to talk . . . once the review is complete," Maccarone said.

Baggot, who left the city last year, was mailed a letter asking her to justify or reimburse the city for about $1,300 worth of charges. The city also asked her about another $103,000 worth of expenses, but all of those were airfare-related. Baggot said Friday that she was not concerned about the letter and didn't anticipate paying the city back. 

"There is not anything in there that I am concerned about," she said, adding that she didn't understand why the city was also asking her about laundry and dry cleaning charges. 

Phoenix considers both to be personal expenses, and therefore not reimbursable. But Baggot said no one ever told her that.

"No one once ever questioned it," she said. "It's one thing to have the (rules), but it's another to enforce them."

Air-travel policy 

The three employees may need to explain the roughly $14,000 that they spent on meals, hotels, transportation and tips. But it's not clear why the city is also questioning them about the airfare.

The policy that allowed them to purchase the more expensive tickets has apparently been in effect since the 1980s, although it is not in writing.

City officials say that they were aware of it and supportive of it, even though it explicitly contradicts Phoenix's administrative regulations. The A.R., as it is called, is a comprehensive set of rules that governs travel and reimbursements for employees.

"The reality is, we all remember this special decision for aviation, but our (regulations) say you are supposed to go economy class," Fairbanks said.

Baggot says she plans to argue the point with the city.

"I am going to write back and say that my trips were approved, both pre- and post, and that I flew business class because I could," Baggot said. 

Phoenix says that an exception was made for the airport because its travel budget comes from the fees that it charges to the public that uses the airport. Other city departments send employees on trips using money from Phoenix's General Fund, which the city uses to cover basic services.

The air-travel policy, which increased the cost of every international ticket purchased for Warner, Cavazos and Baggot by thousands of dollars, was apparently put in place because the city was trying to show its support for international airlines like British Airways and Lufthansa. Such carriers make much of their money off business class tickets that can be 10 times more than economy seats.

Whether the efforts were worth the cost is still a matter of some debate.

The city was successful in landing British Airways non-stop service to London, and they also got Lufthansa to operate, for a time, daily flights from Frankfurt, Germany, to Phoenix.

But passenger volume on that route began dropping after the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, and in early 2003, the carrier axed the trip.

The city also targeted Mexico and Central America. What was then America West Airlines added flights to Cancun and Costa Rica in 2003, and late last year Aeromexico announced that it would begin flying non-stop service to Mexico City. 

From the beginning, Phoenix has defended its aggressive marketing strategy and its policies, although there is no concrete evidence that traveling business class was a factor in the carriers' decision to fly routes out of Sky Harbor.

"Not that you do it all the time, but when you have a route that is that important . . . we woo them and let them know how important they are," Cavazos said in November, when first asked about the overseas travel and the business class airfare policy.

Whenever Warner, Cavazos or Baggot traveled overseas, their trips, including the expected airfare costs, were pre-approved by Aviation Director David Krietor, the City Manager's Office, or both.

Upon their return, their reports were forwarded on to a division of the city's Finance Department and a check was cut, without anyone questioning the discrepancy between the two policies, or the rising tab.

The policy continued until last summer, when Krietor put a stop to it. 

He says the airport has since changed its tactics in trying to develop new international routes.

Meanwhile, Fairbanks and others say the three are being questioned about the business class airfare because city auditors were simply told, as part of the internal inquiry, to flag anything that didn't match the administrative regulations.

Wrapping up inquiry 

Phoenix plans to wrap up the current phase of its inquiry within the next few days. In total, officials analyzed about 2,500 expense reports, most of which were filed between July 2004 and November 2005. 

Some employees have already reimbursed the city for small charges; others have submitted documentation to justify their expenses.

It's likely that most of those cases will be considered closed, the city said.

However, some employees may face varying levels of discipline, ranging from verbal counseling, to letters of reprimand, or even suspension.

"We've done the easy things; now we have to look at the harder ones," Riley said.

Riley and Assistant City Manager Alton Washington, who heads up the travel review team, say they expect to issue a comprehensive report about their findings to Fairbanks this week. The report will likely make recommendations about fixing problematic policies and practices regarding travel and training procedures citywide.. It could also identify patterns of problems unique to departments.

"If nothing else, this whole process has clearly pointed out some weaknesses in the old system," Washington said.

And while the upper echelons of Phoenix's management stopped short of self-recrimination this week, Phoenix Mayor Phil Gordon says they understand that they bear some responsibility. for what's happened.

"I think people have an obligation to follow the rules," Gordon said. "But I think Frank (Fairbanks) has said himself that the ultimate responsibility rests with management, and that's why he was so disappointed that this occurred."

Fairbanks admits that some things should have been done differently. The city, for example, should have done more frequent audits of employees travel records. 

The last one, he said, was conducted in 2000.He also believes it would have helped if someone had thought to put the aviation business class airfare policy down on paper.

But as the inquiry winds down, he and others are once again defending the city's managers and their employees.

They believe that their investigation proves that the vast majority of workers were acting with integrity.

"Clearly, we had problems with compliance," Fairbanks said. "But it wasn't a total breakdown of the system."

"In terms of the wheels falling off, I don't think there is evidence of that."

Staff reporter Matt Dempsey contributed to this article.
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well its not any worse then the things that some christians do for their mythical god. and like the chrisitan crackpot criminals who are a minority i suspect these muslim crackpot criminals are also a minority

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0205cartoons0205.html

Syrians burn embassies over cartoons 

Europeans defend free press, but try to calm the storm

Albert Aji 

Associated Press 

Feb. 5, 2006 12:00 AM

DAMASCUS, Syria - Thousands of Syrians enraged by caricatures of Islam's revered prophet torched the Danish and Norwegian embassies in Damascus on Saturday - the most violent in days of furious protests by Muslims in Asia, Europe and the Middle East.

In Gaza, Palestinians marched through the streets, storming European buildings and burning German and Danish flags. Protesters smashed the windows of the German cultural center and threw stones at the European Commission building, police said.

Iraqis rallying by the hundreds demanded an apology from the European Union, and the leader of the Palestinian group Hamas called the cartoons "an unforgivable insult" that merited punishment by death.

Pakistan summoned the envoys of nine Western countries in protest, and even Europeans took to the streets in Denmark and Britain to voice their anger.

At the heart of the protest: 12 caricatures of the Prophet Mohammed first published in Denmark's Jyllands-Posten in September and reprinted in European media in the past week. One depicted the prophet wearing a turban shaped as a bomb with a burning fuse. The paper said it had asked cartoonists to draw the pictures because the media was practicing self-censorship when it came to Muslim issues.

The drawings have touched a raw nerve in part because Islamic law is interpreted to forbid any depictions of the Prophet Mohammed.

Aggravating the affront, Denmark's Prime Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen has said repeatedly he cannot apologize for his country's free press. But other European leaders tried Saturday to calm the storm.

Germany's Chancellor Angela Merkel said she understood Muslims were hurt, although that did not justify violence.

"Freedom of the press is one of the great assets as a component of democracy, but we also have the value and asset of freedom of religion," she told an international-security conference in Munich, Germany.

The Vatican deplored the violence but said certain provocative forms of criticism were unacceptable.

"The right to freedom of thought and expression ... cannot entail the right to offend the religious sentiment of believers," the Vatican said in its first statement on the controversy.

British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw, who has criticized European media for reprinting the caricatures, said there was no justification for the violence in Damascus.

"We stand in solidarity with the Danish government in its call for calm and its demand that all its diplomats and diplomatic premises are properly protected. It's incumbent on the Syrian authorities to act in this regard."

But Denmark and Norway did not wait for more violence.

With their Damascus embassies up in flames, the foreign ministries advised their citizens to leave Syria without delay.

"It's horrible and totally unacceptable," Danish Foreign Minister Per Stig Moeller said on Danish public television Saturday.

No diplomats were injured in the Syrian violence, officials said. But Swedish Foreign Minister Laila Freivalds, whose country, along with Chile, has an embassy in the same building, said she would lodge a formal protest over the lack of security.

In Santiago, the Chilean Ministry of Foreign Affairs said the Chilean Embassy in Damascus was also torched but nobody was injured.

The demonstrations in Damascus began peacefully with protesters gathering outside the Danish Embassy. But they began throwing stones and eventually broke through police barricades
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some cartoons i would like to see!

             http://www.political cartoon.co.uk

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0205bush-cartoons0205.html

Cartoons show political view of Bush in Britain 

Don Melvin 

Cox News Service 

Feb. 5, 2006 12:00 AM

LONDON - It would be hard to misunderestimate the low regard in which President Bush is held in Europe. Should further evidence be needed, the Political Cartoon Gallery offers plenty in an exhibit this month.

The London gallery is featuring an exhibition called "Misunderestimating the President Through Cartoons." 

The display, with a title using a non-word that the president has used more than once, features the work of some of Britain's most prominent political cartoonists. It includes drawings so scathing (and scatological) it is doubtful they could run in an American newspaper.

Two themes run through the cartoons. 

One is that Bush is a callous imperialist. In at least three of the 60-plus cartoons on display, the president is shown giving the finger, whether to the world in general or to the Kyoto environmental treaty.

The other is that Bush, quite simply, is not the sharpest knife in the drawer. Steve Bell, political cartoonist for the Guardian newspaper, routinely draws the president as an ape.

In one cartoon that combined those themes, Bell drew Bush (as an ape) on the toilet, with feces smeared everywhere. "Of course there will be a role for the U.N.," the caption reads, and the U.N. is depicted as a roll of toilet paper destined to clean up Bush's mess.

Tim Benson, owner of the gallery, said he organized the exhibit because "it needed to be done."

"Obviously, Bush is not particularly popular over here, and he does lend himself to caricature," Benson said, both because of his "cowboy image" and because he is "incredibly inarticulate."

The drawings on display are originals, and they are on sale for prices ranging as high as the equivalent of $1,500. The show opened Jan. 26 with 66 cartoons. Benson said six or seven of the drawings have been sold.

Another theme running through some of the cartoons is, naturally, the special relationship between Bush and British Prime Minister Tony Blair, which the cartoonists invariably depict as reflecting utter subservience on Blair's part.

Several times, the prime minister is drawn as a poodle, trained and eager to do Bush's bidding. 

A more acid take on the special relationship, drawn by Peter Schrank for the Independent on Sunday, shows Bush, in cowboy hat, magisterially astride a horse while Blair happily runs behind, sweeping up the droppings.

"People who are easiest to caricature are people who present a large target," Schrank said.

"He is perceived by many people to be a certain type of personality. If you can produce something like that, your job is much easier, because you can sort of confirm and elaborate the prejudices."

On The Web: The Political Cartoon Society: www.political cartoon.co.uk
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dont get to close to emporer bush or you could be killed!

http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,183816,00.html

Plane Forced Down Near Bush Ranch 

Saturday, February 04, 2006

WACO, Texas — Two fighter jets forced a small plane to land after the pilot flew too close to President Bush's ranch in central Texas while he was spending the weekend there. 

The Secret Service on Saturday confirmed that the pilot violated restricted air space over the ranch on Friday night, several hours after the president arrived, and was forced to land at nearby Waco Regional Airport.

The pilot was interviewed and sent on his way, said Tom Mazur, a spokesman for the Secret Service in Washington. The matter, which appeared to be an inadvertent violation, was referred to the Federal Aviation Administration.

http://www.kvue.com/news/state/stories/020406cckkKVUEjet.6e47374d.html

Fighter jets force down small plane flying near Bush ranch

02:52 PM CST on Saturday, February 4, 2006

Associated Press

WACO, Texas — Two fighter jets forced a small plane to land after the pilot flew too close to President Bush's Crawford ranch. 

The Secret Service Saturday confirmed the pilot violated restricted air space over the ranch on Friday night and was forced to land at nearby Waco Regional Airport. 

Bush is spending the weekend in Crawford after a brief stop in Dallas Friday. 

Tom Mazur is a spokesman for the Secret Service in Washington He said the pilot was interviewed and sent on his way. 

The matter appeared to be an inadvertent violation and had been referred to the Federal Aviation Administration. 

(Copyright 2006 by The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved.) 
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http://www.wkyc.com/news/news_article.aspx?storyid=47275

Fighter jets force down plane flying too close to Bush ranch

Monina Wagner   

Created: 2/4/2006 11:49:02 AM

Updated:2/5/2006 3:06:29 AM

WACO, Texas (AP) -- There's word that two fighter jets forced down a small plane that flew too close to President Bush's ranch in central Texas.

The Secret Service confirmed the pilot violated restricted air space over the ranch last night, and was forced to land at nearby Waco Regional Airport.

The incident came several hours after the president arrived for the weekend.

A Secret Service spokesman said the pilot was interviewed and released after what appears to be an unintentional violation.

The matter was referred to the Federal Aviation Administration.

© 2006 

The Associated Press
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7 years in jail for handing out dirty pictures of yourself????

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0206evbriefs0206.html

Mesa man gets 7 years in sex-materials case

MESA - A man who admitted to Mesa police that he put photos of his genitals on about 100 cars in Southeast Valley parking lots from 1999 to 2005 has been sentenced to seven years in prison.

Jeffery Howard Pritchert, 41, pleaded guilty in December to more than 30 counts of public display of explicit sexual materials.

"These offenses occurred over a very long period of time with many victims," Maricopa County Superior Court Judge Sherry Stephens told him Friday. "You had very many opportunities to change your conduct and you did not."

Pritchert has a prior conviction on a misdemeanor count of exposing himself in Scottsdale and three drug convictions. 

Police found methamphetamine and a glass pipe when they arrested Pritchert in April. 

Defense attorney Kirk Nurmi said Pritchert deserves credit for seeking help.

"In many ways, it's a shame Mr. Pritchert has to go to prison. In many ways, Mr. Pritchert is a changed man," Nurmi said.

<#==#>

fasism???? AT&T, MCI and Sprint are sleeping with our police state rulers helping them spy on us.

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0206senate-leadership0206.html

Telecom companies let NSA spy on phone calls 

AT&T, Sprint, MCI, cooperate with U.S. agency

Leslie Cauley and John Diamond 

USA Today 

Feb. 6, 2006 12:00 AM 

The National Security Agency has secured the cooperation of large telecommunications companies, including AT&T, MCI and Sprint, in its efforts to eavesdrop without warrants on international calls by suspected terrorists, according to seven telecommunications executives.

The executives asked to remain anonymous because of the sensitivity of the program. AT&T, MCI and Sprint had no official comment.

The Senate Judiciary Committee begins hearings today on the government's program of monitoring international calls and e-mails of a domestic target without first obtaining court orders. At issue: whether the surveillance is legal, as President Bush insists, or an illegal intrusion into the lives of Americans, as lawsuits by civil libertarians contend.

In domestic investigations, phone companies routinely require court orders before cooperating.

A majority of international calls are handled by long-distance carriers AT&T, MCI and Sprint. All three own "gateway" switches capable of routing calls to points around the globe. 

AT&T was recently acquired by SBC Communications, which has adopted the AT&T name as its corporate moniker. MCI, formerly known as WorldCom, was recently acquired by Verizon. Sprint recently merged with Nextel.

The New York Times, which disclosed the clandestine operation in December, previously reported that telecommunications companies have been cooperating with the government, but it did not name the companies involved.

Decisions about monitoring calls are made in four steps, according to two U.S. intelligence officials familiar with the program who insisted on anonymity because it remains classified:

Information from U.S. or allied intelligence or law enforcement points to a terrorism-related target either based in the United States or communicating with someone in the United States.

Using a 48-point checklist to identify possible links to al-Qaida, one of three NSA officials authorized to approve a warrantless intercept decides whether the surveillance is justified. 

Technicians work with phone company officials to intercept communications pegged to a particular person or phone number. Telecommunications executives say MCI, AT&T and Sprint grant the access to their systems without warrants or court orders. Instead, they are cooperating on the basis of oral requests from senior government officials.

If the surveillance yields information about a terror plot, the NSA notifies the FBI or other appropriate agencies but does not always disclose the source of its information. 

The two intelligence officials said that number has been whittled down to about 600 people in the United States who have been targeted for repeated surveillance since the Sept. 11 attacks.

<#==#>

its not really a bribe is it??? its just kind of sort of a bribe that isnt really a bribe??? its ok?? right???

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0206congress-travel0206.html

Congress fights ban on junkets paid by lobbyists 

Associated Press 

Feb. 6, 2006 12:00 AM 

WASHINGTON - The 17 members of Congress who went to Dublin, Ireland, on an Aspen Institute-paid trip last summer got a walking tour of the city. They also spent six or seven hours each of the four days in discussions with scholars and policymakers about U.S. relations with Europe and Russia.

It was not quite the same as the itinerary for trips arranged by disgraced lobbyist Jack Abramoff, when golf at St. Andrews' famed course in Scotland was the highlight.

House Speaker Dennis Hastert, seeking cover for Republicans in an influence-peddling scandal, has proposed banning all such trips, whether they were to improve lawmakers' knowledge of an issue or their putting skills. His idea is running into resistance, even from his new second in command.

New House Majority Leader John Boehner, R-Ohio, defends privately funded travel as essential and suggests allowing the trips if they meet rules.

Boehner, who also discounts several other proposals for overhauling lobbying rules, has taken more than three dozen privately funded trips at home and abroad since 2000.

"We can't lock members up in a cubbyhole here in Washington and never let them see what's going on around the country and around the world," Boehner said on Fox News Sunday. "Members need to be educated, they need to be kept up to speed on what's happening, and these trips, to a large extent, help educate members," he said.

Hastert's proposals, including restrictions on gifts and meals, were to have been released last week. They were delayed when several GOP members balked at some of the measures.

Congressional rules permit lawmakers to accept payment from qualified private sponsors for necessary food, transit and lodging involved in trips for speaking engagements or fact-finding trips. 

<#==#>

maybe we should call it the Royal BTAF. They sure spend money like royality! and the part about stopping violent criminals - change that in to shaking down political activists and jailing people who make fire crackers for their children

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/02/05/AR2006020501073.html

ATF Director Is Linked to Cost Overruns For New Building

By Dan Eggen

Washington Post Staff Writer

Monday, February 6, 2006; Page A01

The new headquarters of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives in the District is at least $19 million over budget at a time when the agency is considering sharp cuts in the number of new cars, bulletproof vests and other basics it provides agents.

The Justice Department inspector general's office recently received a complaint alleging that ATF Director Carl J. Truscott put through or proposed unnecessary plan changes and upgrades to the 438,000-square-foot building in the past two years, according to four sources familiar with the project.

Truscott met with Acting Deputy Attorney General Paul J. McNulty last week to address some of the complaints, and quickly canceled some of the upgrades he had planned for the new headquarters, according to two sources familiar with these events. A Senate subcommittee is also looking into the cost increases.

Truscott planned to purchase, among other things, nearly $300,000 in extras for the new director's suite, including a $65,000 conference table and more than $100,000 for hardwood floors, custom trim and other items, according to the sources, who spoke on the condition of anonymity for fear of reprisal. ATF officials said that none of those upgrades has been approved and that the conference table was initially proposed by the architect and replaced in plans with one that costs half as much.

The Justice Department and the inspector general's office declined to comment. Truscott also declined to comment through the ATF press office.

Sources portray Truscott as preoccupied with the project. He has held numerous meetings, some focused on its tiniest details, such as paint colors and soap dishes, they said. He also has organized regular field trips to the building site with senior executives and photographers and has decorated ATF's current offices with oversize photos of the construction, they said.

The sources also said that some ATF officials object to the approximately $1 million annual cost of an extensive security detail for Truscott, who spent 22 years at the Secret Service before coming to ATF. The expenditures pay for five full-time agents and two armored Chevrolet Suburbans, which have not been made available to previous ATF directors or to the heads of comparable agencies, such as the U.S. Marshals Service, according to sources and government records.

ATF spokeswoman Sheree L. Mixell said a $12 million funding cut last year by Congress -- not spending on the building -- was a primary cause of current budget difficulties at the agency. She also said cost overruns for the new headquarters have not been excessive or unexpected.

"The building project is a long-term project that is important to the safety of ATF employees and to the agency's future," Mixell said. "ATF has a responsibility to complete this project."

But the sources said that cost overruns on the building consumed a $13.5 million budget surplus and millions of dollars more from ATF's current operating budget.

ATF officials declined to discuss details of Truscott's security arrangements, but said the agency was planning to increase security before his arrival in April 2004.

In December 2004, Truscott received upgraded protection comparable to that for the heads of the CIA, FBI, the Drug Enforcement Administration and NASA. The new arrangement was made retroactive to January of that year, legislative records show.

The new ATF headquarters, designed by award-winning architect Moshe Safdie, sit across from the New York Avenue Metro station, and Mayor Anthony A. Williams and other city officials have hailed the building as a central component of that area's revitalization efforts. One of the first major federal projects to adhere to stringent security measures enacted after the Oklahoma City bombings, it includes a striking decorative wall that doubles as a blast shield.

The ATF headquarters' contracted price was $119.7 million in May 2004. Now the building, planned for a decade, is expected to cost at least $138.5 million when it is completed later this year, according to the General Services Administration.

ATF has also spent an additional $75 million for site acquisition, design, furniture and other costs, and is reviewing whether further expenditures will be needed before the agency can move into the space on time later this year, officials said.

ATF has paid nearly $15 million of the construction cost increases since 2004, according to agency and GSA officials. Mixell said more than $9 million of the increases is because of extensive design changes that were made necessary by ATF's move from the Treasury Department to Justice and a reorganization of the agency. The rest are primarily because of security modifications related to the project, she said.

But other officials critical of the way the project has been handled said that many of the cost increases should have been foreseen or reduced and that Truscott has pursued expansions and modifications to the project at the expense of ATF's basic operational needs. The director overruled some subordinates by adding about 500 employees in the past year, many of whom do not have desks or office space because of the agency's budget problems, several sources said.

ATF executives have been told to expect cutbacks of 20 to 30 percent in their operating costs this fiscal year. The heads of the agency's eight directorates were required to submit memos two weeks ago outlining cuts under that scenario.

Likely effects include no new cars for the agency, which commonly buys more than 300 vehicles a year, and no bulletproof vests to replace about 500 that are expected to expire this year, sources said.

Meanwhile, they said, Truscott has devoted much of his time to the new headquarters. At one meeting, they said, he and his aides discussed the relative merits of shower curtains vs. shower doors, and soap dispensers vs. soap dishes for the building's gymnasium area, which was redesigned to include more workout space. The consensus was shower curtains and soap dispensers, but towel service was ruled out as too costly, the sources said.

Other meetings focused on the colors of wallcoverings, types of flooring for different areas and details of $2 million worth of educational and historical exhibits, sources said. Managers spent weeks deciding on seating charts for their departments, sources said, even though the building was far from finished.

One source said Truscott added costs by changing a floor tile order in one area because the original design "made him dizzy."

The ATF plays a central role in policing violent crimes, tracking illegal guns and working to prevent explosives from getting into the hands of terrorists. Some ATF officials are frustrated that the agency is facing money shortages despite several years of increased budgets. The agency said its appropriation for salary and expenses has grown from $827 million in 2004 to $911 million in 2006.

"As more and more things were put into the building, other things had to suffer," said one of the sources familiar with the dispute. "This is having an impact on operational accounts."

A GSA spokesman said that none of the expenditures at the ATF site were outside guidelines for such projects. He declined to provide financial documents related to the project, saying that a request would have to be filed under the Freedom of Information Act.

Mixell said that "ATF is committed to ensuring the safety of our agents," and has submitted a request for funding to the Justice Department to purchase replacement bulletproof vests. She said the agency is also reviewing other options to deal with budget cutbacks, including ways to find money for vehicles.

The commerce, justice and science subcommittee of the Senate Appropriations Committee has also begun to examine the cost overruns. Katie Boyd, a spokeswoman for subcommittee Chairman Richard C. Shelby (R-Ala.), said that "issues have come to his attention and he has begun to ask the tough questions" about the ATF project.

The subcommittee had allowed ATF to "reprogram" $13.5 million in surplus money in fiscal 2005 to cover building costs, but staff members warned agency officials recently that they would not consider a similar request for an additional $7.9 million in 2006, sources said. Boyd said no formal request for extra funding has been made.

Researcher Julie Tate contributed to this report.

<#==#>

http://www.click2houston.com/news/6158448/detail.html

HPD Officer Reinstated Following Nude Photo Scandal

Arbitrator Agrees With Officer's Attorney That Punishment Too Harsh

POSTED: 4:58 pm CST January 16, 2006

UPDATED: 5:10 pm CST January 16, 2006

HOUSTON -- A Houston police officer has been reinstated even though authorities said he embarrassed the department by passing along nude pictures of a woman he arrested, KPRC Local 2 reported on Monday.

A civil service arbitrator ordered Officer George Miller reinstated Friday after serving an eight-month suspension without pay.

Miller was fired in May after he and Officer Christopher Green were accused of downloading nude pictures of Yanhong Gang, a drunken driving suspect the officers arrested on Nov. 25, 2004.

After the arrest, authorities said Miller found nude photos on Gang's cell phone. Investigators said Miller then gave the phone and photos to Green, who transferred the pictures to his personal digital assistant.

Miller and Green were suspended indefinitely after Gang complained about the officer's actions.

However, attorney Marc Hill said the punishment for Miller's crime was too severe.

"It was a high-profile case and that is how the city attorney argued it -- 'It's a big embarrassment to us. It's a high-profile case.' But just because somebody looks at it one way doesn't necessarily mean it’s a fireable offense. An arbitrator held it under the law that it's not," Hill told KPRC Local 2.

Gang declined to talk with KPRC Local 2 on camera, but her attorney, Ned Gill, said she was disappointed with Friday's decision.

"She's disappointed in the ruling and feels if he's still going to be a police officer, he needs to get sensitivity training," Gill said.

Through a spokesman, Houston Police Department Chief Harold Hurtt said he stands by his decision to fire Miller but said he accepts the arbitrator's ruling.

Green remains suspended, pending the outcome of his appeal.

Miller and Green were assigned to the department's drunken-driving task force.

Gang, 26, was found guilty of the misdemeanor charge on Sept. 8, 2005. She was sentenced to one-year probation, a $400 fine, 40 hours community service and time with victims of drunken drivers.

Testimony in Gang's trial included two breath tests showing an alcohol content of 0.116 percent and 0.119 percent. The legal limit is 0.08 percent. A video showed her struggling with field-sobriety tests.

<#==#>

http://www.northcountrygazette.org/articles/020206MTACoke.html

MTA Officer Sentenced For Selling Coke

SHIRLEY, NY--A former Metropolitan Transportation Authority Transit Officer arrested by Suffolk district attorney detectives in a drug sweep last summer was sentenced Monday to eight years in prison for selling cocaine.

Donald Howell of 26 Adobe Drive in Shirley went to work as an MTA cop in January of 2004 after passing the drug screen and lie detector tests. District Attorney Thomas Spota said the investigation turned up evidence that Howell was putting drug deals together on his cell phone while he was on the job in New York City, often on patrol at Grand Central Station. When he was fired from the force after his arrest last June, DA Spota said, Howell was still a probationary officer.

Spota said the defendant sold approximately a kilo of cocaine over the course of a seven-month investigation.

Howell, 32, pleaded guilty Monday before County Court Judge Ralph Gazzillo in Riverhead to one count of criminal sale of a controlled substance second degree, an A-2 felony, punishable by three to ten years in prison. 

2-02-06 

© 2005 North Country Gazette
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http://www.kansas.com/mld/kansas/news/state/13764547.htm

Posted on Wed, Feb. 01, 2006

Shawnee County DA rejects reports from narcotics officersAssociated Press

TOPEKA, Kan. - Shawnee County's district attorney will no longer consider reports from three of eight officers in the police department's troubled narcotics unit.

The refusal is the result of a dispute about how long officers should serve in the unit before they are reassigned.

After uncovering corruption in the unit during a joint investigation with the Kansas Bureau of Investigation, District Attorney Robert Hecht said officers should serve in the unit for no more than three years.

Hecht said rotation is needed to restore the drug unit's credibility. A report he released in October said narcotics officers regularly tampered with drug evidence and falsified records.

One month earlier, former Topeka police officer Thomas Pfortmiller was sentenced to 16 months in prison for stealing thousands of dollars intended for undercover drug buys and using the money to support a gambling habit.

A police union agreed last year to a five-year rotation beginning in August 2007.

But Hecht is insisting on the three-year plan, which he said he developed after studying recommendations from the National Institute of Justice, the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Los Angeles Police Department.

Starting last year, Hecht stopped accepting reports from one of the drug unit's officers. He confirmed Tuesday that he would start rejecting reports from a second and third officer beginning Wednesday. Hecht said all three officers had served five to 12 years on the drug unit.

Hecht, who has not declined to prosecute a case based on the rotation issue, continues meeting with interim Police Chief Steve Harsha.

"We're still hoping to find ways we can accommodate them and they can accommodate our concerns related to their contract," Hecht said.

Harsha said the drug unit's officers remain busy despite the dispute.

"Right now, it's just business as usual," he said. "For those individuals that have cases that may not be considered for prosecution, there's enough going on back there in supporting roles that we can keep them busy."

So far, the union is not budging on the five-year rotation.

"That's what our membership voted on and what the (city) council voted on, and we can't go back and change that contract," said Sgt. Bill White, president of the local Fraternal Order of Police.

<#==#>

http://www.wlns.com/Global/story.asp?S=4360521&nav=0RbQ

Fmr. Local Police Chief Pleads Guilty to Felonies

Jan 13, 2006, 02:22 PM MST  

He was supposed be protecting the public, but now he's guilty of breaking the law. Former Columbia Township Police Chief Mark Hunter pleaded guilty to two felonies. Hunter accepted responsibility for selling police guns for his own profit. He also admitted to using a township camera to illegally videotape sexual activities.

Prosecutors say this is a plea that will bring justice to the residents of Columbia Township. In the agreement, Hunter admitted to selling two high-powered AR-15 rifles. One was bought by another officer. The other was sold to an Adrian pawn shop. 

Hunter did not mention the sexual encounter in his office, but did acknowledge that he used a camera in that office during an inappropriate relationship. Hunter still faces other charges in Lenawee County for child pornography and possession of heroin, but this brings an end to the legal battle in Jackson County, and prosecutors say they feel good about the outcome. 

Henry Zavislak, Jackson County Prosecutor: "We feel good about securing a conviction on the record, and that township interests have been protected. He will never be able to be a police officer in this state."

The maximum penalty is five years, but prosecutors say the statute gives the judge discretion and they plan to ask for a harsh punishment. It started with one allegation. Then Mark Hunter resigned and the new chief found even more trouble. 

David Elwell, Columbia Township Police Chief: "First couple of days I noticed things didn't seem right. I had a lot of questions about weapons."

A month after the new chief took office, the old chief was charged with three felonies, sparking outrage in Columbia Township. 

Ray Kuzminski, Columbia Township Supervisor: "There are a lot of victims, a lot of people humiliated and hurt by this."

For 15 years, Hunter headed the Columbia police force. He was in a position of power and trust, and yet officials say he violated those responsibilities. Leaders say hunter's wrongdoing deserves a harsh punishment, but they call the plea a step in the right direction, and now the public's frustration of the last eight months can finally start to give way to relief. 

One part of the plea deal calls for Hunter to work with the township on tracking down the guns and lost money. Officials says that too will help with restoring faith in the township. We should also point out we did talk with Hunter's attorney. He declined to comment for the story. 

<#==#>

http://www.mlive.com/news/jacitpat/index.ssf?/base/news-15/1137236796276620.xml&coll=3

Guilty pleas end Hunter's police career

Saturday, January 14, 2006

By Steven Hepker

shepker@citpat.com -- 768-4923 

Mark Hunter officially ended his police career Friday by admitting he stole a rifle and videotaped himself performing sex acts with a Columbia Township employee without her knowledge. 

"By virtue of his guilty pleas, he will never be able to be a police officer in this state or get his record expunged," Prosecutor Hank Zavislak said. 

Circuit Judge Chad Schmucker could sentence Hunter to up to five years in prison on March 1. 

"The people will ask for a substantial jail term," Mark Blumer, Zavislak's chief assistant, said in announcing the plea agreement. 

The former township police chief, appearing in a tan, suede sports coat, pleaded guilty to one count of misconduct in office and one count of eavesdropping. Prosecutors will drop an embezzlement charge, a 10-year felony. 

State police allege Hunter, 44, stole surveillance equipment and guns, and videotaped up to 25 hours of sex with a secretary in his office. 

"I put a small covert camera in my office and used it to videotape activities in my office," Hunter told Schmucker. 

The secret taping is illegal, but not the consensual sex, prosecutors said. 

The employee, who was in court Friday, declined to comment but said she will give a victim's impact statement at sentencing. 

Hunter also admitted to registering a township-owned AR-15 rifle in his name and selling it to a sporting goods store in Adrian. 

Township Supervisor Ray Kuzminski, who attended the hearing, said Hunter's plea will help employees and citizens move on to better days. 

"Not only have the employees and residents endured much embarrassment and humiliation, but there are also victims and family members who have also been affected by Mr. Hunter's actions," Kuzminski said in a prepared statement. 

Schmucker said he will order Hunter to return any stolen items and to pay restitution. 

The Jackson County case stems from activities in April, when a female officer accused him of sexual harassment. 

Hunter resigned April 29. A state police search in May also found alleged child pornography and heroin in Hunter's home. 

Because his house is just south of the Jackson County line, that part of the investigation was handled by officials in Lenawee County. There, he faces 17 counts of possessing child pornography, 17 counts of using a computer to commit a crime and a single count of heroin possession. 

His preliminary hearing in Adrian is Feb. 15. He remains free on bond. 

<#==#>

http://www.2theadvocate.com/news/2243312.html

Judge permits case against detective to continue

By ROY PITCHFORD

Westside bureau 

Published: Feb 2, 2006 

PLAQUEMINE — Judge William Dupont of the 18th Judicial District Court rejected on Wednesday a defense request to dismiss District Attorney Ricky Ward and his staff from prosecuting former Detective Gerald Jenkins, a drug case investigator.

Dupont also held defense attorney Karl Koch in contempt of court, set the case for trial Feb. 14 and lamented a “cloud of suspicion and innuendo” which he said the case has created for law enforcement officers and prosecutors in Iberville Parish.

Dupont said he would instruct the clerk of court to summon 200 prospective jurors.

Koch tried to get court permission to testify himself, which Dupont denied since Koch is Jenkins’ defense attorney.

The judge called Koch’s actions at the hearing “unconscionable,” and said he was finding the attorney in contempt for filing a frivolous motion — to seek recusal of the district attorney and his staff. Dupont said he would take the matter of imposing sanctions against Koch under study.

Koch said he will seek to appeal to a higher court Dupont’s decision to cite him, Koch, for contempt.

Jenkins held the rank of lieutenant in the Iberville Parish Sheriff’s Office and directed the Law Enforcement Against Drugs task force until July 12, when he and a cousin, Joseph Jenkins, were arrested after the task force headquarters near Plaquemine was burglarized.

Drugs, cash and a gun were taken from the building’s evidence room, investigators said at the time.

Parish and state investigators since have discovered a large amount of evidence in drug cases is either missing or has been tampered with. 

The state Justice Department has issued a report estimating that more than $744,000 in drugs is missing, along with just over $157,000 in missing cash. It also said several hundred files remain unaccounted for.

Before getting to Koch’s motion requesting dismissal of the district attorney and his staff from prosecuting the case, Dupont rejected a motion for summary dismissal of Koch’s motion filed by prosecuting attorney Tony Clayton.

Koch’s motion said that the fallout from Jenkins’ “alleged offenses” had influenced decisions made by the district attorney and his staff. 

He later said that statements Jenkins made to federal and state investigators put law enforcement and prosecutors in a bad light and affected the judgment of the district attorney and his staff in the Jenkins case.

Prosecutor Clayton asserted that Jenkins made “self-serving statements” because prosecutors refused to give him a light sentence in plea bargain discussions. Clayton said the case is a simple one and that 12 jurors would decide guilt or innocence for Jenkins regardless of the prosecutor’s opinions.

The judge agreed that Jenkins’ alleged actions had created a cloud of doubt over law enforcement in the area, and said the matter needs to be proven or dismissed.

“It’s time for the cloud to be over one way or another,” Dupont said.

In his closing, Koch said that “if the District Attorney’s Office is impacted by external forces, justice cannot be served.”

In a brief response, Clayton reminded Judge Dupont that defense attorney Koch had presented “no evidence whatsoever.” 

<#==#>

To: aapjorganizing@yahoogroups.com, AZGP@yahoogroups.com 

From: "Richard Scott" rscotttoo@hotmail.com

Date: Mon, 6 Feb 2006 10:39:00 -0800 

Subject: [aapjorganizing] join Ray Krone Monday, February 20 in Phoenix about capital punishment 

Monday, February 20 in Phoenix

One Monday February 20, several Greens will join Ray Krone in confronting

the Arizona legislature about capital punishment.  Ray was an ordinary

guy-- thirty something, former Vet, US Postal Letter Carrier, no criminal

record, liked to play sports in his spare time, including dart

tournaments at the local beer joint.  A woman at the bar was murdered,

and someone in the Phoenix Police Dept took a notion it was Ray. 

Overnight, he found himself in a different world, where bias and error

were helped by incompetence and a willingness to play with the evidence. 

Ray ended up on Arizona's Death Row.

Some of those endless appeals you hear about got him a new trial, and a

better attorney, and, incomprehensibly, the same result, except this time

the judge spoke of a "lingering residual doubt" about Ray's guilt, and

gave hi Life in prison instead.  

It was only after ten years of appeals and trials and hope and despair,

that a judge agreed to check DNA evidence-- if Ray's Pennsylvania farm

family mortgaged everything they had left to pay for the testing.   The

tests not only showed that Ray was guilty, but showed who did the crime,

a man whose DNA was on file because he was in prison for a similar crime

committees a few weeks after the one Ray was convicted for.  A man who

lived two blocks away, who was on parole at the time for similar crimes,

and who the police had interviewed, but rejected as a suspect because

they had decided it was Ray.

Ray says that he is sure that 5 or 6 other guys whom he met on Death Row

are also innocent, but no DNA evidence is involved in their

circumstances.  But the criminal justice system in Arizona does not like

to admit that there are corrupt or incompetent officials in it, and that

anyone on Death Row is ever innocent.  If somebody gets off, it is a

"technicality"  and the "beat the system and got away with murder."  Sen

John Kyl wants to shorten appeals.  The AZ legislature wants to look the

other way

Annually a publication called "The Red Book" is distributed to lawmakers

by the state's prosecutors.  It has mug shots and gruesome stories of

killings in it.   It is updated to show the new guys, and to reclassify

those executed or who got a new trial and were given a lighter sentence. 

But the word Exonerated does not appear in it.  Four years later, Ray

Krone is still listed as serving a life sentence.  There are errors also

about two other guys who were once on Death row and are now walking free,

but Ray's story is the one they cannot deny.  DNA.  

Ray is going to deliver a Correction Page Insert to the lawmakers, to

keep with their Red Book.  It will have the Words Exonerated and Innocent

on it.  And it will ask the lawmakers how they intend to prevent other

innocents from being executed.  He will explain how "lengthy appeals"

saved his life, while they were trying to kill him  He will say that it

is time to end the death penalty in Arizona.

Contact Claudia at 622-3339 if you would like to join us there.  Ray

needs some folks to stand with him.  It's the least we can do.

<#==#>

ASU Police Officer Patrick Murphy said the Manzanita residence hall students refusal to allow him to search the students room with out a search warrent surprised him. Students are usually quick to cooperate with police requests, he added.

Its too bad most people either don't know their rights or are quickly willing to flush them down a toilet when the police ask them to.

http://www.statepress.com/issues/2006/02/07/news/695609

Tales from a Friday with ASU DPS

One reporter sees police beat-worthy incidents first hand

by Shea Drefs

published on Tuesday, February 7, 2006

During a 12-hour shift, ASU police officers typically answer 10 to 20 calls, but Officer Jason Latella said the past two weeks have been busier than usual.

"It's early enough in the semester that no one has any big papers or anything, so they're partying now," Latella said.

Friday night and early Saturday morning, officers from the ASU Department of Public Safety handled 10 cases as a State Press reporter rode along.

One of the night's first arrests was an ASU student who admitted to partying with a fraternity he hoped to join.

Officer Patrick Murphy found the 19-year-old male stumbling across the lawn outside of Palo Verde West. His speech was slurred, he had difficulty standing and his breath smelled of alcohol, Murphy said.

After a test revealed the suspect's blood alcohol level to be 0.179, more than two times the legal driving limit, Murphy called the Tempe Fire Department.

"How tall are you?" Murphy asked the student while waiting for firefighters.

"About 162, 165," the suspect said.

"No, how tall are you?" Murphy repeated.

"I'd say 165," the student said.

The questioning continued when the firefighters arrived.

"What day of the week is it?" one firefighter asked.

After a long pause, the student simply cursed.

"That's not a day of the week," the firefighter said.

After a thorough inspection, the suspect was given a citation for underage consumption of alcohol and allowed to return to his dorm room, where he was placed in the care of his resident assistant.

"No more parties tonight. You're done," Murphy told the student, who then hugged the officer before heading upstairs. 

Less than 30 minutes later, Murphy responded to a call from a Manzanita residence hall resident assistant who reported smelling marijuana coming from a dorm room.

Murphy and two other DPS officers waited several minutes for the occupant of the room to arrive. When the student showed up, he let the officers inside, but refused to let them search the room. 

Murphy said the refusal surprised him. Students are usually quick to cooperate with police requests, he added.

The student was escorted out of his room to wait while Murphy obtained a search warrant from a judge. 

"It could take 15 minutes; it could take several hours," Murphy said as he drove back to DPS headquarters to begin the request process.

A police aide guarded the door and warned the suspect he would be arrested if he entered the room. The suspect's request to retrieve his cell phone charger was denied.

Meanwhile, DPS received a call about an individual who was reportedly screaming and threatening residents at the Commons, a University-run apartment complex. It was the second time the individual had been called on that night, Latella said. 

Four officers turned on their sirens and sped to the scene, where they found the suspect lying on the ground crying, his arms and hands bleeding from punching a window.

"Am I really going to get a ticket for sleeping in my own bed?" the suspect asked repeatedly between sobs.

"No, you're getting arrested for disorderly conduct," said officer Mark Aston.

When the night ended, DPS had made more than 10 contacts, including two arrests. 

"Usually whenever we have a ride-along nothing happens," Latella said.

Reach the reporter at shea.drefs@asu.edu.
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george w hitler wants lots of money to make a bigger better police state!

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0207budget-border0207.html

Border plan swells budget 

Bush wants billions more to secure crossing

Mike Madden 

Republic Washington Bureau 

Feb. 7, 2006 12:00 AM

WASHINGTON - The Bush administration wants billions of dollars for 1,500 more Border Patrol agents, 6,700 new beds in immigration detention facilities, increased prosecution of employers of undocumented workers and other border security measures.

The proposal was part of a $2.77 trillion budget for the fiscal year starting in October that the White House released Monday. It would increase spending on defense and homeland security while slowing Medicare growth and cutting other services and programs.

For Arizona, where Democratic Gov. Janet Napolitano and Republican lawmakers are sparring over how to slow illegal immigration through changes to state law, President Bush's plan could mean more federal help is on the way after years of frustration over the resources devoted to policing the state's 389-mile border with Mexico.

In Bush's budget proposal, federal spending would increase by at least $61 billion, or 2.25 percent, over this year. The administration also plans to seek $120 billion to pay for wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, pushing the federal deficit to $423 billion if the budget wins congressional approval.

Still, Bush asked for significantly more money for border security and immigration enforcement agencies, part of the Department of Homeland Security. The president said he wants to gain control of the U.S.-Mexican border and cut down on illegal immigration and the hiring of undocumented workers.

The proposal would add muscle, in the form of money, to recent policy statements by Bush and other officials.

But lawmakers and others said money alone won't stop illegal immigration. Even Bush's allies said the funds in the proposed budget wasn't a solution.

"He's having to balance interests here," said Sen. Jon Kyl, R-Ariz. "Given the desire to cut the deficit in half before the end of his term, he's applying a lot of money toward this border problem. But is it enough? No."

In the formal budget Bush sent to Congress, he repeated his call for some kind of temporary-worker program to allow short-term visas for some foreign workers, saying the enforcement measures the budget would fund must be part of a comprehensive reform of immigration laws.

"The administration's plan is to catch all migrants attempting to enter the country illegally, decrease crime rates along the border, allow employers to hire legal foreign workers when no American is willing to take the job, and restore public confidence in the federal government's ability to enforce immigration laws," the document says.

Spending on the two main border and immigration agencies, Customs and Border Protection and Immigration and Customs Enforcement, would go up by $1.3 billion, an increase of nearly 14 percent. 

That includes $317 million to hire, train and equip 1,500 new Border Patrol agents, as well as $41 million for about 200 new ICE agents to investigate employers who break laws against hiring undocumented workers.

The budget would devote almost $300 million to construction of 6,700 new detention beds, allowing officials to process 100,000 more immigrants caught entering the country illegally, and $94 million to return them to their home countries quickly. 

An additional $135 million would expand the databases used by local law enforcement, social service agencies and employers to check whether immigrants are authorized to be in the United States. That could help enforce state laws like Proposition 200 intended to prevent undocumented immigrants from getting state benefits or voting.

Bush wants to spend $100 million on new sensors, cameras and surveillance equipment deployed on the border. In western Arizona, an additional $51 million would go to build 39 miles of vehicle barriers designed to stop people from driving over the border illegally. Two ports of entry, in Nogales and San Luis, would get a total of $51 million for upgrades and new construction.

Arizona is the most popular gateway for illegal immigration along the Southwestern border. More than half of the 1.1 million arrests reported last year took place in the state.

"On the surface, it (Bush's proposal) sounds good, but that's the problem," said Jeanine L'Ecuyer, a spokeswoman for Napolitano, adding that figuring out the budget's impact on the state would take more examination. "It's just too soon to be able to say definitively whether this is maybe all good for Arizona."

Napolitano has proposed her own $100 million plan to fight illegal immigration, which would use a radar-based technology and have National Guard troops playing a backup role to border agents. She also wants the Department of Defense to pay for any additional Guard troops at the border before they are stationed there.

Napolitano envisions the Guard doing things at the border like communications, operating radar-based technology to track border-crossers and assisting in commerce checkpoints.

Proposals in the state Legislature would put even more state resources into border security, as well as enlisting local police to help track down undocumented immigrants living in Arizona. 

State Rep. Russell Pearce, R-Mesa, is a longtime opponent of illegal immigration who has called for troops at the border and sponsored bills to use local police to track and detain undocumented immigrants.

Reacting to Bush's proposal Monday, he said it does not go far enough.

"I'm just tired of the malfeasance on the part of the federal government," Pearce said, referring to his belief that the government has not done enough to protect the border.

Activists and analysts said Bush's proposal could slow, but would not stop, illegal immigration.

"Since 1993, we've tripled the number of agents and we've multiplied the amount of technology, and we've not reduced the number of people who are coming by one person," said the Rev. Robin Hoover, president of Humane Borders, a Tucson group that provides water stations in the desert.

Hoover said the extra money to change the situation is "like betting on a tape-delayed football game thinking the score's going to be different."

Border security and immigration enforcement agencies may need to improve their performance, as well.

"The increases in funding are more than welcomed," said Michael Greenberger, director of the Center for Health and Homeland Security at the University of Maryland.

"But it all depends on the ability of the department to effectively implement the programs."

None of the increases will become law unless Congress approves them.

Reach the reporter at mmadden@gns.gannett.com.
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messy  yard cops want to be unaccountable for their actions.
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Bill offers inspectors protection of privacy 

Monica Alonzo-Dunsmoor 

The Arizona Republic 

Feb. 7, 2006 12:00 AM

Cities across Arizona, including Phoenix, Glendale and Goodyear, are backing a state bill that would block public access to code-enforcement officers' home addresses and telephone numbers to protect them from disgruntled residents.

The bill, which could be heard by the House of Representatives as early as next week, would give the nearly 500 code officers in Arizona the same protection state law gives peace officers, judges, justices, commissioners, public defenders and prosecutors.

Code inspectors are on the front lines of neighborhood preservation, making sure homeowners comply with city codes aimed at keeping properties free of blight, such as overgrown weeds and grass, junk cars or litter.

"I think it's a good start," said Victor Harris, one of Phoenix's 65 code-enforcement officers.

"I think it would be another good layer to protect me and my family from people that potentially would want to do us harm."

City officials say some residents are using public records to track down information on the code officers, showing up to their homes and confronting them and their families. There have been at least 12 such incidents in recent years. 

One case involved an inspector narrowly escaping injury when a resident tried to run him down with a semi. 

In another case, an inspector and resident got into a fight after the resident showed up at the inspector's home and threatened his family. 

Some lawmakers questioned why a state law should be created in reaction to dozen incidents of harassment in Phoenix, especially since the city resolved more than 40,000 code cases in a 12-month period. 

"I wasn't convinced there was this need for that cloak of privacy," said Ted Downing, D-Tucson. He voted against the bill at the subcommittee level. "It didn't seem to rise to the same level as a Superior Court judge."

He said there were laws in place to deal with the types of threats inspectors might encounter.

Rep. John Nelson, R-Glendale, sponsored the bill and could not be reached for comment.

Phoenix City Councilman Greg Stanton testified in support of the bill last week before the House Government Reform and Government Finance Accountability Committee. "The question isn't 'Does this happen all the time?' " Stanton said. 

"The question is 'Do you think that code-enforcement officers warrant protection?' "

Goodyear code compliance manager Gail Bosgieter said protection is vital because code officers are often the ones who first make contact with residents who might be involved in violations. illegal activity.

Bosgieter is the first vice president of both the American Association of Code Enforcement and the Code Enforcement League of Arizona. 

Between 1994 and 1997, more than 10,000 code inspectors across the nation were assaulted and more than 70 were killed while on the job, according to the code-enforcement association.
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this is an interesting post i found on one listserver. i will leave off the posters name to protect the guilty.

A few grams of lead propelled by a few grams of gunpowder can convert 

Bush  

the idiot leader of the world's most powerful superpower into Bush the 

lump of  

fertilizer--a minor transition, I'll grant you, but a major event.

The world's most powerful nuclear weapons are no match for the output 

of  one 

gun at the right place, at the right time, in the right hands.
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scottsdale needs piggies!!!!

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=58618

Police hiring trails tax hike objectives  

By Mike Sakal, Tribune 

February 7, 2006 

Nearly two years after Scottsdale residents voted to bolster public safety services with a sales tax increase, police said Monday that 27 of 48 officers mandated by the tax are officially “on the streets.” 

Officials gave a variety of reasons for the shortfall, including a national shortage of police recruits, long lead time for training new officers and normal attrition of the current staff. 

“People like to be safe, and they want the best services possible,” Police Chief Alan Rodbell told the 29th class of recruits at the Citizens Police Academy last week. 

“When the people passed the tax, it was a good sign. Now, we’re down to a small number of openings needed to fill, to meet, the city’s needs. Since the tax was passed in the spring of 2004, we’re just putting the first group of new officers on the streets,” Rodbell said. 

In the spring of 2004, voters approved a tax increase of 10 cents on every $100 spent on goods purchased in the city. But it takes 18 months to move recruits through the police academy and field training, Rodbell said. 

Currently, there are 19 Scottsdale officers in field training who should be on the streets sometime this year, and 14 more recruits are in the academy, said Cindy Sawyer, police personnel supervisor. 

However, Sawyer said she did not know how many of those officers were part of the tax mandate. 

The total number of employees in the department is 720, a figure that includes officers and civilian personnel, officials said. 

The Scottsdale Police Department continues to advertise on LawEnforcementJobs.com in an effort to attract officers both from cold-weather states and within Arizona, said Greg Carlin, Scottsdale police recruitment officer. 

However, the good economy means many in the law enforcement fields are seeking positions outside of the public sector, said Sgt. Mark Clark, police spokesman. 

“Everybody is looking for people,” Clark said. “We’re competing on all levels of law enforcement — federal, state, county and local — and private security is big.” 

Another spokesman, detective Sam Bailey, said that in an effort to attract more applicants, recruitment teams have visited colleges in coldweather states along the East Coast, and have been successful in bringing recruits here. 

“An in-state transition to another department is much easier, but if someone with more experience from another state applies for the job, it could put them ahead in being considered,” Bailey said. 

Last fall, the police department also lowered its standards, or “reassessed” its hiring requirements to attract applicants, he said. 

No longer is an applicant required to have 60 hours of college-level law enforcement classes. 

Applicants must still be at least 21 years of age, be of good moral character, pass a polygraph test and meet requirements of the academy, Bailey said. 

“We need to come in line with what other law enforcement agencies are doing to attract applicants,” Bailey said. “You apply, get on a list, and if you pass the academy, you pass.” 

Contact Mike Sakal by telephone at (480) 970-2324. 
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VIN SUPRYNOWICZ: Rewriting history with George W. Bush 

All politicians say things that are supposed to sound like they mean something else. So calling George W. Bush -- who is, after all a professional politician -- "a liar" breaks little new ground. 

Rather, it may be time to ask whether Mr. Bush is actually capable of constructing alternative realities that intersect the more commonly perceived world at oblique angles (at best) -- and then inhabiting them comfortably while shilling them to a populace that either judges on style points alone or just can't be bothered to read the fine print.

In his State of the Union speech, President Bush said, "On September the 11th, 2001, we found that problems originating in a failed and oppressive state 7,000 miles away could bring murder and destruction to our country. Dictatorships shelter terrorists, and feed resentment and radicalism, and seek weapons of mass destruction."

In context, it appeared the "failed and oppressive state" to which the president referred must be the one our troops so eventfully now occupy -- the one where we went hunting for those chimerical "weapons of mass destruction" -- Iraq.

But in fact, Iraq and its dictatorship had nothing to do with spawning the Sept. 11 terrorists. Hunting as hard as it could for pre-Sept. 11 links between al-Qaida, Iraq and Saddam Hussein, this administration has found none of any consequence.

Saddam Hussein's Iraq, for all its repression, was a secular state where radical Islam, that "perversion by a few of a noble faith into an ideology of terror and death" (the president's words) was allowed little foothold.

Nearly all the Sept. 11 terrorists were actually Arabian. Saudi Arabia is indeed a fairly repressive regime, about 7,000 miles from here, whose residents may conceivably blame the United States for helping to prop up its gold-gilt monarchy. So why didn't we invade the land of those great patrons of the Bush family, and set them on the path to "democracy"?

The countries overseas that "shelter terrorists" might have been ranked in 2001 as Afghanistan, Libya, Syria and the settlements of Yasser Arafat.

We did indeed invade Afghanistan for sheltering al-Qaida, and rightly so. But the president here attempts to rewrite history, asserting Iraq was the sponsor or training ground of the Sept. 11 attacks, which is not true.

Read the statement again. It appears carefully lawyered for "deniability." It doesn't say Iraq. It just implies it. But what other nation could Mr. Bush be referring to?

Lots of countries seek "weapons of mass destruction." When do we plan to disarm Israel and Russia? Of course dictatorships are repressive. When do we plan to liberate the people of Zimbabwe, Burma, Red China and Uzbekistan?

Iraq may have been targeted for geo-strategic reasons -- regardless of its blamelessness in Sept. 11 -- as a central "breadbasket" of the Middle East. But that's not the case Mr. Bush has tried to build.

"Terrorists like bin Laden ... seek to impose a heartless system of totalitarian control throughout the Middle East, and arm themselves with weapons of mass murder," the president said Tuesday night. "Their aim is to seize power in Iraq and use it as a safe haven to launch attacks against America and the world. ... A sudden withdrawal of our forces from Iraq ... would put men like bin Laden and Zarqawi in charge of a strategic country." 

Osama bin Laden and Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, who command no conventional armed forces and have never been elected dog-catcher, are not Iraqi. Earlier in his speech, the president described them as on the run, their leadership mostly killed or captured. That they could ever rule Iraq would seem to qualify either as delusion, or as making up scary campfire stories for the kids. Are there now a lot of radical Wahhabi terrorists finding a haven in chaotic Iraq? Sure. What drew them there? Only the opportunity they saw in the chaos following the American invasion. Saddam Hussein had been at no demonstrable risk of turning his country over to al-Qaida three years ago.

Why did chaos descend after our invasion? Because the Washington neoconservative desk jockeys who dreamed the thing up had no military experience, blissfully ignored the British experience of 1918-1921, wishfully assumed the various Iraqi ethnic groups whose feuds had long been suppressed by the Baathists would welcome us with flowers and then promptly start holding orderly town meetings, and that we therefore wouldn't need much of an occupation force.

Why didn't our military men set them straight?

They tried.

Mr. Bush on Tuesday night repeated his oft-heard assurance that the level of our Iraq troop deployment and the speed of the drawdown "will be made by our military commanders, not by politicians in Washington, D.C."

The line even drew applause -- as it usually does.

But what happened to the Army's top general, Eric Shinseki, after he broke ranks with the neocon article of faith that occupying Iraq would be a cakewalk? The Army chief of staff correctly warned the Senate Armed Services Committee in public testimony prior to the Iraq invasion in 2003 that a successful occupation force would require "several hundred thousand soldiers."

"Pentagon officials ridiculed the estimate, but they later appeared to prove the general correct when they boosted coalition troops in Iraq beyond 150,000," reports the Army Times.

Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz called Gen. Sinseki's estimate "way out of line." The general was quickly advised to retire, sending a loud message to all others in the military to get with the program.

So what does it mean to say troop level decisions "will be made by our military commanders" and not by the politicians -- after the politicians have shown they'll remove any military commander who insists that to restore order in Iraq could take a force greater than 200,000?

The troublesome situation the president now faces in Iraq is thus of his own making twice over, not only because he decided to invade a nation uninvolved in Sept. 11, but then because he followed that decision with the even dumber move of sending too few occupation forces, against the best advice of his best (now removed) generals.

Next time: Where never is heard a discouraging word.
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prisons - a jobs program for government thugs???
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Prison shuffle puts Eloy workers at risk 

Josh Kelley 

The Arizona Republic 

Feb. 8, 2006 12:00 AM

Hundreds of federal inmates are being shuffled out of the Eloy Detention Center in Pinal County, a move that could leave about 425 prison workers out of a job, at least temporarily, in a city and county where the corrections industry is a major economic player.

The Federal Bureau of Prisons is moving nearly 500 of its inmates from Corrections Corp. of America's 1,500-bed Eloy Detention Center to save money, said Mike Truman, a spokesman for the bureau. 

Now Corrections Corporation officials and Eloy Mayor Byron Jackson, a former Corrections Corp. correctional officer, are trying to convince another federal agency to keep its detainees in Eloy so that some of the jobs can be saved.

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, a division of the Department of Homeland Security, has an agreement through the Bureau of Prisons to house undocumented immigrants in Eloy as they await deportation. There were 843 ICE detainees there as of early Tuesday.

But when the prison bureau's contract with Corrections Corp. ends Feb. 28, ICE will also withdraw its detainees from Eloy unless immigration officials work out a new agreement with the prisons company.

Eventually Corrections Corp. will likely replace the lost inmates, spokesman Steve Owen said. But there would be a temporary loss of federal money paying the salaries of Eloy's largest employer, which draws workers from throughout Pinal County.

"All of that trickles down into your local economy," said Jackson, who pointed out that Corrections Corp. is building a second detention center in Eloy similar in size to the one already there.

For Jackson, more prison cells mean more jobs flowing into Eloy, whose population is about 11,000.

He brushes aside any fear of becoming known as a prison town, a reputation long held by Florence, Eloy's neighbor to the north.

"I think people are comfortable with the environment," Jackson said. "We had a few concerns about bringing a prison into our community. Heck, it's been 10 years now with very little problems whatsoever." 

Meanwhile, Pinal County officials are also hoping to cash in by housing ICE detainees, a plan initiated by former County Manager Stanley Griffis.

The county's budget director, James Throop, is trying to negotiate an agreement with ICE to house up to 625 detainees in Florence in the Sheriff's Office detention center, which is undergoing a 1,034-bed expansion. The Sheriff's Office plans to hire about 270 people, including 211detention officers, to staff its expanded jail. 

If all goes according to plan, the county could bring in around $15 million a year from ICE and use the money to pay the debt service and much of the operating costs for the jail.

Jackson and Throop are confident there are plenty of ICE detainees to go around. 

More than a month ago, Corrections Corp. informed employees in Eloy that they needed to find a new job by Feb. 28, Owen said. Some could transfer elsewhere within the company, he said. 

Corrections Corp. has two detention centers in Florence along with facilities in 19 other states and the District of Columbia.

The jobs at the Eloy Detention Center are mostly correctional-officer positions but also include service, clerical and administrative positions. 

Corrections Corp.'s second detention center in Eloy is scheduled to open later this year and will bring with it hundreds of jobs. Owen said Corrections Corp. already has arrangements in place to house inmates from state agencies, not the federal government, at the new facility. 
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adult bookstore side steps censors on tolleson city council.
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Adult boutique catches Tolleson officials off guard 

'It just got by us,' Tolleson's mayor says

Marianne Refuerzo 

The Arizona Republic 

Feb. 8, 2006 12:00 AM

Tolleson's first adult store will open Thursday, but city dignitaries won't be anywhere near this ribbon cutting. 

In fact, the City Council didn't even know the "clothing store" it approved in April was actually a Fascinations Superstore, a huge emporium specializing in racy lingerie and sexually oriented novelties. 

Mayor Adolfo F. Gámez doesn't like it, but he insists the southwest Valley city's hands are tied.

"At the time, we didn't know it was going to be that kind of adult business," Gámez said. "It just got by us."

The company application mentioned only that it was a retail business. When city officials pressed, the company replied that it was a clothing retailer and never divulged what kind of clothing. 

The gaffe comes as cities across the Valley are struggling with regulating adult businesses. In Scottsdale, voters will likely be asked this spring to approve tougher restrictions on strip clubs enacted after adult film star Jenna Jameson bought an establishment on Scottsdale Road. Last year, Phoenix banned sexually oriented businesses from downtown after an adult bookstore was proposed near the Phoenix Suns arena. The town of Guadalupe, meanwhile, lost a bid to keep a strip club from opening near Baseline Road and Interstate 10.

After Tolleson officials learned about the store's true nature from another developer, the city passed an ordinance in September designed to keep adult businesses away from commercial and residential neighborhoods. Previously, such businesses had no obligation to disclose what type of retail they were involved in. 

"Once we realized the mistakes had been made, we remedied them with the ordinance," Gámez said. "I believe we were misled, and once we found that out, we did what we had to do." 

But for some, it was too little, too late. 

"The people of Tolleson have been let down by our city government," longtime resident Edward de Santiago said. "They've been given the responsibility of protecting the citizens, and this is a gross misrepresentation of that authority."

The store, which carries lingerie, massage oils, adult novelties and other "romance toys," is at 83rd Avenue and McDowell Road, four blocks from Desert Oasis Elementary and a couple of miles from P.H. Gonzales Elementary, where de Santiago's daughters go to school.

"It's unimaginable that our city leaders would allow something like that to happen and worse that they're not able to do anything about it," he said. 

Although residents and city officials might be unhappy about the new business, Fascinations spokesman Michael Ham said the company is just tapping a market.

"On the west side of town, there was an underserved customer base that we wanted to reach," Ham said. "We were able to comply with Tolleson zoning, so we put our store in there." 

The 11,000-square-foot building will have no window displays, and customers will have to show photo identification to enter the store. If customers open merchandise, employees will ask them to throw away packaging inside the store to reduce public exposure to adult material. 

"Whenever we go into a neighborhood, we are conscious about working with our neighbors and our business neighbors in order to meet community standards," Ham said. 

This will be the sixth Fascinations store in Arizona. The company also has sites in Tempe, Phoenix and Tucson. 

<#==#>

another dangerous criminal busted and removed from the street!!!! yea sure! why do the cops waste time and money arresting these harmless people! don't they have any real criminals to chase?

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0208evbriefs0208.html

Deputies arrest man in attempt to solicit sex 

CASA GRANDE - Maricopa County Sheriff's deputies arrested a 47-year-old who apparently thought he was meeting a 13-year-old girl for sex after arranging a date on the Internet. 

Jay Johnstone of Casa Grande was booked into a Maricopa County jail Monday on suspicion of soliciting a minor for sexual exploitation. Authorities said Johnstone drove to Phoenix to meet with a deputy posing as a 13-year-old girl after the pair had a sexually explicit conversation online. He was arrested at the meeting spot.

<#==#>

government regulation doesnt work!

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=58622

Expert: Anti-spam rules likely ineffective  

By Mike Sakal, Tribune 

February 7, 2006 

Recent efforts by federal law enforcement to curb bulk e-mails — called spam — probably won’t make much difference to the average computer user, local Internet providers and computer experts said. 

An estimated 80 percent to 85 percent of all e-mail is spam, said Lee Burton, chief engineer at Scottsdale-based Extreme Internet. 

“Hackers are moving away from just doing it for fun,” Burton said. 

“They now are doing it as a business and making a big profit from it. Spamming is an international problem, and I don’t think laws in the United States are going to stop it.” 

But that hasn’t stopped the government from trying. 

In 2003, Congress passed the CAN-SPAM Act, which allows law enforcement agencies to prosecute, fine and imprison those who send out unsolicited and fraudulent emails. The acronym stands for Controlling the Assault on Non-Solicited Pornography and Marketing. 

Last week, federal officials announced their second successful conviction under the law. 

Kirk Rogers, 43, of Manhattan Beach, Calif. pleaded guilty in the U.S. District Court of Arizona to aiding and abetting a group that spammed more than 1 million users with pornographic emails and netted more than $1 million, court documents show. 

Rogers joins Scottsdale resident Andrew Ellifson, who pleaded guilty last year in the same case, making him the first convicted in the nation under the new law. 

Both are scheduled to be sentenced on June 5 and face up to five years in prison. 

U.S. Attorney Paul Charlton of the District of Arizona said that his office plans to focus on larger spam rings and groups that peddle pornography, mostly through complaints from the public. 

“Spam e-mails are kind of a home invasion,” Charlton said. 

“They range from being anything from a mere nuisance to a true threat. We hope to have an effect on cutting down on the amount of spam that’s sent out.” 

The task is daunting. The Internet Crime Complaint Center receives more than 17,000 spam complaints every month from consumers alone, the FBI reports. 

“Our goal is to make the Internet a safe environment for children and consumers and stop these sophisticated spam rings from making large profits. We plan to decrease the large amount of major spam e-mail operations by effectively prosecuting those involved in them. We think the law will be an effective tool.” 

Partha Dasgupta, a computer security and operating systems professor at Arizona State University, said it will be difficult to reduce the spam problem simply by targeting Americans. 

“To send spam, these people are using off-shore sites on hijacked computers, so it can’t be found out who’s doing it,” Dasgupta said. 

Technology upgrades may also help. America Online Inc. reported that spam e-mail sent to its users decreased by 75 percent between 2004 and last year because of new antispam software. 

Contact Mike Sakal by telephone at (480) 970-2324. 
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How do you spell $REVENUE$ - DUI TICKETS - 6,000 DUI tickets will result in over a million bucks revenue for the gilbert cops.

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/A/AZ_DUI_CASES_AZOL-?SITE=AZMES&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT

Town police pull over a record number of drivers suspected of DUI 

GILBERT, Ariz. (AP) -- Gilbert police have pulled over a record number of drivers suspected of drunken driving since New Year's Day.

That has the prosecutor's office preparing for the possibility of an influx of cases.

Between Jan. 1 and Tuesday, Gilbert has had 520 DUIs, a rate that if continued would mean more than 6,000 cases for the year, said town prosecutor Lynn Arouh.

"I don't know that we'll actually see over 6,000 cases," she said. "We can't predict what's going to happen."

In 2004, Gilbert had 4,006 DUI cases. That number dropped for a time, with 3,787 total cases in 2005.

But during the last six months of 2005, cases began to rise, reaching 2,414 in that time, and January's numbers continued the trend.

"We don't want more drinking and driving in our town," Arouh said. "We want to deter it."

On Tuesday, the Town Council approved expanding the town prosecutor's office assistant from part-time to full-time status to ease the workload, at a cost of $15,000 from the General Fund.

The town also has hired two additional public defenders in the past year for a total of five defenders, said Municipal Court Presiding Judge David Phares.

<#==#>
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Corruption probe snags mayor, police chief 

By DANIEL CONNOLLY 

Associated Press Writer

LONOKE, Ark. (AP) -- The mayor was arrested in a corruption probe, the police chief is accused in a drug-making scheme, and the prosecutor says the chief's wife took prisoners from jail to have sex with them - and more arrests could be coming.

It's a lot for a town of fewer than 4,300 residents to stomach in one day.

"We've just got a tough time ahead of us right now," said Assistant Police Chief Sean O'Nale, who is serving as interim chief while Chief Jay Campbell is suspended with pay.

The chief and his wife, the mayor and two bail bondsmen were arrested Monday and freed on bail. Mayor Thomas Privett continued his normal duties Tuesday and called a special city council meeting for Wednesday evening to deal with personnel issues.

Campbell said he was wrongly accused, and lawyers for the others said their clients were innocent.

Prosecutor Lona McCastlain dismissed criticism that the investigation was politically motivated and said her work isn't done.

"This investigation is ongoing and the state has not ruled out that there may be additional charges filed and that there may be additional suspects," McCastlain said.

In Lonoke, about 25 miles east of Little Rock, just about everyone knows the defendants.

"The chief and his wife have been real good to my mother, they're neighbors over there. And they haven't been anything but nice," said real estate broker Charlie Knox.

The allegations paint a different picture.

Campbell and his wife, Kelly Harrison Campbell, allegedly stole antique jewelry from a home and pawned it. The chief also is accused with the bail bondsmen of taking part in a conspiracy to make methamphetamine and use it to frame someone.

Kelly Campbell faces escape-related charges for allegedly taking two inmates out of the jail to have sex with her at ballparks, the chief's office and a hotel. She also is charged with residential burglary, theft and taking prohibited items into a jail.

The mayor was charged with misdemeanor theft of services. A State Police affidavit says he used state prisoners to do work at his home, including fixing an air conditioner and hanging Christmas lights. Campbell also is alleged to have had prisoners work at his home.

Ralph Cloar of Little Rock, an attorney for the mayor, said he has known Privett for decades and called him a law-abiding citizen.

"I think when all the facts come out everyone will see that it's just a minor situation that some jury will have to determine even if it was misdemeanor criminal conduct," he said.

Privett's arraignment was scheduled for April 3. The others are to be arraigned March 13.

<#==#>

when did the government require cars to have licenese plates and people to have drivers liceneses?

i emailed a letter to the arizona department of transportation asking them when arizona started requiring cars to have licenses and when arizona required people who drove to have drivers licenses and told them it was a request per the arizona public records law A.R.S 39-121. they never bothered to answer my question. they didnt even answer my email.

but today i was reading a book and it said that by 1921 all the states had laws licensing cars.

it didnt give a good date on when all the states required people to get drivers licenses but it did say that by the 1930's drivers examines had become common in most states. 

the book was pretty good from a libertarian stand point of less government regulation because it showed how little the federal government regulated people lives int he 1920 and 1930. the book was:

"daily life in the united states, 1920 - 1940"

by

david e kyvig

<#==#>

mixing government and religion. why is arson a FEDERAL CRIME when it is done to a church. in this church arson the BATF was called in to investigate it because arson on a church is a federal crime.

i will certainly agree that torching a chruch is wrong but i suspect that making it a federal crime is unconstitional. 

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0209churchfire0209.html

Blaze guts Phoenix church 

Seventh-day Adventist congregation vows to rebuild 

Judi Villa and William Hermann 

The Arizona Republic 

Feb. 9, 2006 12:00 AM

Pastor Claudio M. Martin stood before his fire-gutted North Valley Spanish Church and surveyed the damage: The steeple had collapsed. The roof had fallen in. Only the red-brick walls remained.

"I don't want to even suspect that someone would do such a thing," Martin said.

But the Tuesday night blaze that destroyed the Seventh-day Adventist church at 15th and Peoria avenues was intentionally set, said division Chief Mike Sandulak of the Phoenix Fire Department.

The fire started in some exterior wooden shutters on the south side of the church, then spread to the attic, Sandulak said.

"It looks like there was an accelerant used," he said.

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives also is investigating the blaze because burning a church is a federal crime. ATF spokesman Tom Mangan said Wednesday that there were "a lot of pour patterns found."

Satanic graffiti was found on some walls, but Sandulak said it appeared to have been painted over and was not believed to be related.

Outside the church Wednesday, Armando Metelin, 34, talked animatedly with Martin, 54, of rebuilding.

"We want our church returned to what it was," said Metelin, who is among the church's 150 members. 

"But we will make it bigger and better. All of us feel that way."

As the two spoke, Pastor Alex Pino, who heads the nearby Covenant of Grace Church, approached with hands outstretched.

"How can we help?" Pino said, embracing Martin. Pino was among three pastors who came to Martin on Wednesday morning offering the displaced congregation a temporary place to worship.

Kent Sharpe, treasurer of the Seventh-day Adventist Arizona Conference, said the church was insured and would rebuild.

"But we are also soliciting prayers for the congregation as they face the challenges of building a new church," Sharpe said.

Damage to the Seventh-day Adventist church was estimated at $200,000. 

Neighbors said the fire seemed to consume the church almost from the moment the fire was spotted.

"I was outside and saw some smoke, then flames, then it was in the top very fast," said neighbor Gustavo Sanchez, 19. "I called the fire department and they were here really quick, but the whole place was going by then."

On Wednesday, investigators were talking to church members and trying to determine what type of accelerant was used. 

Police also were stepping up patrols in the area. No suspect immediately emerged.

"Any attack on a house of worship is not only a monetary loss to the congregation but it's also a loss to the community," Mangan said. "It's a personal attack to the congregation and the community as a whole."

The Seventh-day Adventist church was the 18th Phoenix church of many denominations and various demographics that has burned since 2000 because of arsonists. 

Six of those fires have occurred since June. 

Churches often are considered easy targets because they are unoccupied at night and for long periods of time during the day, they are accessible and many are either constructed of wood or furnished with wooden pews. 

Nationwide, an average of 1,300 church fires are reported each year, causing $38 million in property loss, according to a report published by the U.S. Fire Administration in March 2002. 

The leading cause of church fires is arson, with motivations as diverse as vandalism, revenge and racial hatred. Church fires also can be set to conceal other crimes, such as burglary.

Officials Wednesday hadn't determined a motive for the fire at the northwest Phoenix church.

<#==#>

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=58802

Phoenix officer shot, carjacking suspect dead  

From Staff Reports 

February 9, 2006 

A carjacking suspect shot a Phoenix police officer in the leg early today during a pursuit that ended in Tempe with one suspect dead and another in custody. 

Phoenix police notified Tempe police shortly before 1 a.m. that they were pursuing two carjacking suspects headed east on University Drive toward Tempe in a green Dodge Durango. Tempe police Sgt. Dan Masters said the two may have traveled through Phoenix International Sky Harbor Airport, but that report was not confirmed.

The men were followed by multiple patrol cars and one police helicopter.

At 2200 W. 14th St., the driver of the Durango stopped the vehicle and fled on foot. Officers caught up with the man and arrested him.

Meanwhile, the Durango passenger moved into the driver's seat and drove away.

Police resumed the chase and attempted to place road spikes in the path of the vehicle at Priest Drive and Baseline Road. The Durango driver hit the spikes and fired at least one gunshot, hitting a Phoenix officer in the leg.

The driver turned west on Baseline back toward Phoenix, and the tires of the vehicle gave out west of Pointe Parkway.

Masters said police surrounded the vehicle and fired at the driver when he got out and raised a weapon. Masters said the man was shot multiple times and died at the scene.

Police did not release the names of either man or the injured officer. The officer was taken to Maricopa Medical Center, where he had surgery and is expected to recover.

Masters said the surviving suspect is being held at the Tempe police station and is not talking to investigators. 

<#==#>

this shows we live in a real police state! despite the fact that this idiot FAILED to produce any ricin poison the cops still charged him with the crime. and now he is going to spend up to 5 years in jail for an imaginary crime!

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=58784

Mesa man faces up to 5 years for trying to make toxin  

By Gary Grado, Tribune 

February 9, 2006 

A Mesa man who caused a bioterrorism scare last year has pleaded guilty in federal court to trying to make ricin. 

Casey Cutler, 25, agreed on Jan. 25 to a deal with a sentencing range of 2 1 /2 to 5 years in prison, admitting that he tried to make the deadly substance to use on future assailants after he was attacked in April, according to his written plea agreement. 

His arrest exposed problems with the National Laboratory Response Network, a national network of labs that responds to bioterrorism and chemical terrorism threats. 

David Engelthaler, state epidemiologist, said state health officials have taken steps so the problem doesn’t occur again. 

“It was a real good test of the system,” Engelthaler said Wednesday. 

Mesa police became aware of Cutler on June 5 when a man went to a hospital seeking treatment for exposure to ricin. According to the plea agreement, filed in U.S. District Court in Phoenix, Cutler got a recipe for the toxin from the Internet but he was missing the key ingredient, caster beans or a caster plant, so he tried to use castor oil. 

Cutler ended up with a white powder substance, which he put in a vial he wore around his neck so he could use it as a defensive weapon. 

Initial tests on the substance showed it was ricin, but state health officials realized they used outdated tests that give false positives. 

Subsequent tests showed no sign of ricin. 

Court records show Cutler was preparing an insanity defense in the case. He is to be sentenced April 10. 

<#==#>

sheriff joes tent city - a vile, filthy place unfit for humans to live in????

jailers said inmates are using pigeon carcasses for smuggling contraband.

live pigeons can carry lice and diseases such as histoplasmosis and encephalitis. 

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=58781

Arpaio wants to reduce jail birds — the feathered kind  

By Mike Branom, Tribune 

February 9, 2006 

Tent City is a jailhouse, not a birdhouse, says Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio. Citing security and health concerns, Arpaio is taking steps to reduce the pigeon population at the detention center. 

“This is one time when I encourage inhabitants of Tent City to fly the coop,” Arpaio said in a statement. “I’m saying to the birds the same thing I always tell the inmates — once released, don’t ever come back!” 

Recently, jailers acknowledged that some of the facility’s 1,000 inmates are using pigeon carcasses as receptacles for smuggling contraband. 

Also, live pigeons can carry lice and diseases such as histoplasmosis and encephalitis. 

Eschewing a violent — although legal — end, Arpaio is employing humane means of bird removal. 

Inmates are trapping the birds for release in a distant part of the county. 

And now in effect: A ban on bird feeding, which had been an issue among Tent City’s female inmates. 

“Women are the caretakers of the world,” Arpaio said. “But in this case, being nice to these birds by feeding them is causing a big problem.” 

Eventually, Arpaio hopes to install fake owls, hoping pigeons will be fooled by the imitation predators, and a system to bombard the birds with unpleasant noises. 

Contact Mike Branom by email, or phone (480) 898-6536 

<#==#>

cops create huge 16 hour traffic jam by closing baseline road to investigate shooting

http://www.azcentral.com/community/tempe/articles/0210carjacking.html

Carjack suspect dies; officer hurt 

Pursuit that began in Phoenix leads to 16-hour shutdown of Tempe road

Sarah Muench 

The Arizona Republic 

Feb. 10, 2006 12:00 AM

A Phoenix police officer is recovering after being shot during a serpentine chase that began in central Phoenix and ended in the shooting death of a carjacking suspect in Tempe.

The shooting left a main Tempe artery shut down all day Thursday, hampering both the morning rush hour and the evening commute. Baseline Road remained closed between Priest Drive and 48th Street for more than 16 hours as investigators worked a crime scene that stretched nearly a mile.

At least 11 Phoenix police officers opened fire on 24-year-old Antonio Lozada, who shot 29-year-old Phoenix Officer Mike Edgemon in the leg, Tempe police Sgt. Dan Masters said.

Investigators spent the day interviewing several dozen witnesses, mainly police officers, and sorting through two shooting scenes, gunshot rounds and a stolen vehicle.

As police conducted their investigation near Interstate 10 and a major resort, area businesses and customers grunted at the inconvenience, and drivers were forced to use alternate routes throughout the day.

Scottsdale resident Jason Hjerpe walked a cart full of purchases from Fry's Electronics down the sidewalk to his car that was parked nearly a quarter of a mile away.

Cheryl and Justin Decker of Chandler said they should have been notified of the street closure.

"We've been going around and around trying to get in," Cheryl said. "We almost gave up."

A strip center of mom-and-pop businesses near 48th Street and Baseline Road also felt the crunch. Emily Bratko, owner of Mr. Ship and Check, a shipping store, said business was slower than normal Thursday.

"It's hard on all our businesses on the strip," she said.

Police said the incident began when Lozada forced people out of a Lincoln Navigator shortly after midnight Thursday morning in the 2900 block of North 16th Street, leaving them with minor injuries. 

Lozada fired a shot and then fled; Juan Pablo Suniga, 25, his accomplice, followed in a green Dodge Durango, police said. That launched a police pursuit that led to 35th Avenue and Bethany Home Road, where Lozada dumped the Navigator and jumped into the Durango, police said.

From there, the two drove through Sky Harbor International Airport and into Tempe and stopped again in the 2200 block of West 14th Street, near Broadway Road and 52nd Street. 

Police said Suniga bailed out and was arrested without incident.

Lozada continued into Tempe to Priest Drive and Baseline Road, where he shot Edgemon, a seven-year police veteran who was putting down a Stop Stick to try and slow the stolen car, police said.

Lozada's car came to a halt at Pointe Parkway and Baseline Road, west of Interstate 10. Police say he refused to drop his gun, pointed it at officers and was fatally shot by the 11 police officers at about 1 a.m. 

Edgemon was taken to Maricopa Medical Center, where he underwent surgery and was recovering, police said. 

<#==#>

im sure if president bush, the FBI, and the homeland security goons discovered a plan to crash jets into buildings in downtown los angeles it would have made the front page news of every newspaper in the country. after all that would be a great way to convice the public that the government needs more money for homeland security, and a good case to lobby for the police state patriot act. 

and thats why i suspect these two stories about a planned terrorist attack on los angeles are bogus. sure maybe they busted the guy for jay walking but now they are trying to make him out as a terrorist who planned to fly a plane into downtown los angelse

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0210bush-terror0210.html

Bush tells of terror plot on LA tower 

President stresses need for vigilance 

Peter Baker and Dan Eggen 

Washington Post 

Feb. 10, 2006 12:00 AM

WASHINGTON - President Bush, under pressure from Congress, defended his campaign against terrorism Thursday, offering for the first time a vivid account of a foiled al-Qaida plot to strike the United States after Sept. 11, 2001, by crashing a hijacked commercial airliner into a Los Angeles skyscraper.

Bush said four Southeast Asians who met with Osama bin Laden in Afghanistan in October 2001 were taught how to use shoe bombs to blow open a cockpit door and steer a plane into the Library Tower, since renamed the U.S. Bank Tower, which at 72 stories is the tallest building on the West Coast. Asian authorities captured the four before they could execute the plan, he said.

Declaring that "America remains at risk," Bush cited the episode as an example of international cooperation against terrorism and argued against complacency. "We cannot let the fact that America hasn't been attacked in 4 1/2 years since September 11, 2001, lull us into the illusion that the threats to our nation have disappeared. They have not," he said.

The reported West Coast plot has been disclosed before but never in as much detail. The president's speech came on the same day as a Senate hearing into the Bush-ordered warrantless surveillance of telephone calls and e-mail by Americans and their contacts overseas, but aides said his comments were not related to the dispute over the program.

White House officials, who were unwilling to publicly describe details of the plot as recently as last fall, said they decided in the past three weeks to declassify it so Bush could have an example to provide publicly.

But several U.S. intelligence officials downplayed the relative importance of the plot and attributed the timing of Bush's speech to politics. The officials, who declined to be identified because they did not want to criticize the White House publicly, said there is deep disagreement within the intelligence community over the seriousness of the Library Tower scheme and whether it was ever much more than talk.

One intelligence official said nothing had changed to precipitate the release of more information on the case. The official attributed the move to the administration's desire to justify its efforts in the face of criticism of the surveillance program, which had no connection to the incident.

Sen. Jay Rockefeller of West Virginia, ranking Democrat on the intelligence committee, mocked the idea of raising the Library Tower plot. "Maybe they're tired of talking about (the) Brooklyn Bridge and they're trying to find a different edifice of some sort," he said, referring to another terrorist plot that some have said was inflated by the government.

But Frances Fragos Townsend, the president's chief counterterrorism adviser, told reporters in a conference call that "there is no question in my mind that this is a disruption."

"It's not about credit," Townsend said, "it's about protecting the American people. And the American people are absolutely safer as a result of these arrests."

Bush first alluded to the incident in a speech last October when he said the United States and its allies had thwarted 10 serious al-Qaida attacks since Sept. 11. A White House list released at the time referred to a plot to fly a hijacked plane into an unspecified West Coast city in 2002. Citing unidentified sources, news organizations reported that the target was the Library Tower and that the plot's author was Khalid Sheik Mohammed, the architect of the Sept. 11 attacks who was captured in 2003.

Mohammed's original plan for Sept. 11, as presented to bin Laden in 1998 or 1999, called for hijacking 10 jetliners on both coasts, according to interrogations of Mohammed cited by the commission that investigated the attacks. U.S. officials concluded that bin Laden instructed Mohammed to initially focus on the East Coast because it was too difficult to recruit enough operatives to seize 10 planes. After the Twin Towers were knocked down, Mohammed set about putting his West Coast plan into motion.

In the White House's latest account, Mohammed deputized Hambali, head of the affiliated Southeast Asian group, Jemaah Islamiya, to set up a West Coast attack, and they put together a four-man cell. Asians were chosen, Bush said, on the theory that they would draw less suspicion.

The four Asians traveled to Afghanistan to meet with bin Laden in October 2001 just as U.S. forces were hunting al-Qaida, officials said. After swearing loyalty to the al-Qaida leader, the four returned to Asia to train in the use of shoe bombs like those later found on Richard Reid, who was convicted of trying to take down an airliner over the Atlantic in December 2001.

But the cell leader was captured by authorities in a Southeast Asian country in February 2002, and the three others were later detained, as well. 

"As the West Coast plot shows," Bush said, "in the war on terror we face a relentless and determined enemy that operates in many nations, so protecting our citizens requires unprecedented cooperation from many nations."

Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa said he was blindsided by Bush's announcement of new details about the plot to crash a plane into the skyscraper.

But the White House and state officials said the Mayor's Office had been contacted beforehand.

"I'm amazed that the president would make this (announcement) on national TV and not inform us of these details through the appropriate channels," the Democratic mayor said. "I don't expect a call from the president, but somebody."

White House spokesman Scott McClellan said Los Angeles officials were told Wednesday about the Bush's planned remarks.

Michelle Petrovich, a spokeswoman for the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, said the agency notified Los Angeles police, along with state officials, that the plot would be mentioned during the president's remarks.

A spokesman for the state Office of Homeland Security said the agency's chief contacted a deputy mayor Wednesday about the speech.

Villaraigosa later confirmed that City Hall was called Wednesday by state officials. But that information was general, city officials said. 

Associated Press contributed to this article.

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0210TerrorPlots10-ON.html

Malaysian pulled out of L.A. terror plot, officials say 

Associated Press 

Feb. 10, 2006 07:10 AM

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia - A Malaysian recruited by al-Qaida to pilot a plane in a second wave of Sept. 11-style attacks on the United States pulled out after observing the carnage of the first assaults, Southeast Asian officials said Friday.

President Bush on Thursday disclosed an alleged plot to hijack an airliner and fly it into a skyscraper in Los Angeles. He said cooperation between Washington and several Asian countries helped expose it.

The plan never appeared close to the stage where it could be put into execution. Scores of arrests in the aftermath of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks severely curtailed al-Qaida and its Southeast Asian affiliate, Jemaah Islamiyah.

Adding details to Bush's outline, security officials and terrorism experts in Southeast Asia on Friday said Malaysian engineer Zaini Zakaria was among three men al-Qaida was preparing to take part in an attack on the U.S. West coast.

Zaini, 38, traveled to al-Qaida camps in Afghanistan in 1999, where he met senior figures in the terrorist group, including Indonesian Riduan Isamuddin, or Hambali, a Malaysian security official told The Associated Press on condition of anonymity.

When he returned to Malaysia the same year, Zaini enrolled in a flight school and obtained a license to fly a small plane. He then began making inquiries in Australia about getting a license to fly a jet, the official said.

But Zaini was never told what his mission for al-Qaida would be. When he saw media coverage of the Sept. 11 attacks, he severed his ties with the militants.

Zaini, who has been detained without trial in Malaysia since he surrendered in December 2002, told Malaysian interrogators that he "didn't want that kind of Jihad," an official familiar with the interrogation told the AP.

A senior police officer involved in the interrogation, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said Zaini told his Malaysian interrogators "he was not prepared to die as a martyr, so he backed out."

The possible "second wave" attack was mentioned briefly in the June 2004 U.S. National Commission report on the Sept. 11 attacks on the World Trade Center and Pentagon.

It quoted Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, the reputed mastermind of the Sept. 11 attacks who was captured in 2003, as saying "three potential pilots were recruited for the alleged second wave." It identified them as Zacarias Moussaoui, Abderraouf Jdey, and Zaini.

However, Mohammed told his U.S. interrogators that "he was too busy with the 9/11 plot to plan the second wave of attacks," the report said.

Zaini, a native of the northeastern state of Kelantan, was doing some odd jobs before he surrendered to Malaysian authorities in Kelantan in December 2002, apparently because he was worried about an ill relative, said his former lawyer Saiful Izham Ramli.

Saiful said Zaini never told his lawyers about taking flight classes, and his arrest records do not describe him as a pilot or being a suspect in a "second wave" attacks.

He said Zaini was principally wanted by authorities for his links with Jemaah Islamiyah, a common charge for which scores of suspects are being held in a high-security prison in Kamunting under a law that allows indefinite detention without trial.

In 2003 the United States ordered frozen Zaini's financial assets, and that of several other suspects. His family is now so poor that they cannot even afford to travel to Kamunting in central Malaysia to visit him, Saiful said.

Zaini's wife hails from the southern Johor state's Ulu Tiram district, the site of a school where Hambali and other Indonesian terror leaders allegedly were based for some years.

Bush's disclosure has strained relations between the White House and Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, who said he got word of the new details like everyone else - by watching Bush's speech on TV Thursday.

The mayor accused the Bush administration of taking too long to tell him of the new information.

Bush said terrorists intended to use shoe bombs to hijack an airliner and crash it into downtown's 73-story US Bank Tower.

Villaraigosa said his office should have been warned beforehand about Bush's announcement, which set off a new round of anxiety over terrorism in the nation's second-largest city.

"I'm amazed that the president would make this (announcement) on national TV and not inform us of these details through the appropriate channels," the mayor said in an interview with The Associated Press. "I don't expect a call from the president - but somebody."

Villaraigosa also criticized the White House for rebuffing requests in July and August to meet with the president to discuss security issues.

As it turns out, the White House did notify City Hall, if indirectly. A spokesman for Matt Bettenhausen, California's homeland security chief, said he personally contacted a deputy mayor Wednesday afternoon with advance notice of the president's comments.

<#==#>

hmmmm..... the FDA says Ritalin can be really dangerous stuff. isn't this the drug the government hands out like candy to school kids to make them shut up.

http://www.newsinferno.com/archives/823

FDA Advisory Committee Recommends ‘Black Box’ Warning for Ritalin, Adderall, Concerta, and Other ADHD Drugs for Potential Risk of Heart Attacks, Strokes, and Sudden Death 

In what many experts are viewing as an unusual turn of events, an FDA advisory panel has voted to recommend that the agency order the inclusion of the most serious “black box” warning on all stimulant ADHD medications due to evidence of a potential risk of heart attacks, strokes, and sudden death. The drugs include amphetamines, such as Adderall, and methylphenidates, sold as Ritalin, Concerta, Methylin, and Metadate.

What makes this action (by an 8-7-1) vote surprising to critics of what they see as an influence-riddled agency beholden to the pharmaceutical industry and a system that “rubber stamps” the fully-expected recommendations of supposedly independent panels is that the FDA is now faced with a vote that is clearly against the best interests of the drug companies.Thus, rather than having a “safe” vote that the agency can simply endorse as its position on a drug, the FDA is already expressing its view of the vote in terms that strongly suggest it may not adopt the panel’s carefully considered recommendation. This has done little more than throw fuel on an already blazing fire.

The panel also voted 15-0-1 to recommend that the FDA require that the drugs include a medication guide for patients and parents.

All of this controversy was prompted by data that showed that widely prescribed ADHD drugs like Ritalin may be lined to as many as 25 deaths that occurred between 1999 and 2003. Of these deaths, 19 involved children. In addition, the FDA was advised of 54 cases involving serious cardiovascular problems like heart attacks, strokes, hypertension, heart palpitations and arrhythmias in both adults and children taking these medications.

There is also the open issue of another 26 deaths between 1969 and 2003 in medicated ADHD patients involving suicide, intentional overdose, drowning, heat stroke, and underlying diseases.

The panel’s vote also caught the FDA off guard because the committee was convened to advise the agency on how to design studies to assess possible risks associated with stimulant ADHD medications.

During the meeting, however, talk soon turned to the over-prescribing of these drugs and the public as well as many doctors were unaware of these serious potential risks. The panel then agreed to consider the enhanced-warning issue that was outside of its planned agenda.

In attempting to lay the foundation for ignoring the panel’s vote, officials said they would be reluctant to require a black box warning based on a “theoretical risk.” 

Such warnings could unreasonably deter patients and doctors from using a drug that could benefit them, said Robert Temple, MD, director of medical policy at the FDA’s Center for Drug Evaluation and Research. He stated: “The absence of bona fide problems in your hand pushes against the box. We will also, frankly, worry about the possibility that overstatement can do active harm.”

Thus, Temple indicated the full FDA would wait for the recommendation a pediatric advisory committee scheduled for March before reaching any decision with respect to new warnings. That panel, which is made up of pediatricians and psychiatrists, is considered more likely to look favorably on the benefits of ADHD drug treatment as outweighing the potential risks. 

This entry was posted on Friday, February 10th, 2006 at 8:36 am and is filed under Legal News, Drug Side Effects, Health Concerns. 

http://www.suntimes.com/output/health/cst-nws-rit10.html

FDA advisers: Beef up Ritalin warning label 

February 10, 2006

WASHINGTON -- Ritalin and other stimulant drugs for attention deficit hyperactivity disorder should carry the strongest warning that they may be linked to an increased risk of death and injury, federal health advisers said Thursday.

The Food and Drug Administration advisory panel voted for the warning on cardiovascular risks after hearing about the deaths of 25 people, including 19 children, who had taken the drugs. The vote was 8-7, with one abstention. The FDA isn't required to follow panel recommendations but usually does.

Doctors prescribe the drugs to about 2 million children and 1 million adults a month. 

AP

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/02/09/health/09cnd-drug.html

.D.A. Panel Urges Warnings on Ritalin and Other Stimulants 

By GARDINER HARRIS

Published: February 9, 2006

GAITHERSBURG, Md., Feb. 9 — Stimulants like Ritalin could have dangerous effects on the heart, and federal drug regulators should require manufacturers to provide written guides to patients and place prominent warnings on drug labels describing these risks, a federal drug advisory panel voted today.

The votes could have profound effects on the nearly four million patients taking the drugs, and they promise to intensify a long-running debate about whether the drugs are being overused. Members of the Food and Drug Administration advisory committee said that they wanted to stop the explosive growth in the use of the drugs, particularly in adults.

"I must say that I have grave concerns about the use of these drugs and grave concerns about the harm they may cause," said Dr. Steven Nissen, a cardiologist at the Cleveland Clinic who is a panel member. 

F.D.A. officials said that they would do nothing immediately to change the drugs' labels and suggested that they are unlikely to follow the committee's advice any time soon.

"We don't think anything different needs to be done right now," Dr. Thomas Laughren, director of the F.D.A.'s division of psychiatric drugs, said at a hastily arranged news conference after the meeting. "We think the labeling right now is adequate." 

The advisory committee voted unanimously to recommend patient guides, and it voted 8-to-7 to suggest that stimulant labels carry the most serious of the Food and Drug Administration's drug-risk warnings something called a "black box." 

Arthur Levin, director of the Center for Medical Consumers in New York City and a member of the panel, said patients assume that stimulants are safe. That confidence is misplaced, he said.

"For us to sit around and talk about it and for us to not make a very strong warning about the uncertainty of these drugs and their possible risks would be unethical," Mr. Levin said.

Dr. Thomas Fleming, a professor of biostatics at the University of Washington and another panel member, said stimulants may be far more dangerous to the heart than Vioxx or Bextra, two drugs that were withdrawn because of their ill effects on the heart.

Another advisory committee, this one packed with pediatricians and psychiatrists, will be asked next month to weigh the same issues, and that committee is likely to come to a very different conclusion.

Today's committee was made up largely of drug-safety specialists, who tend to focus on drug risks. Clinicians, like those who make up next month's panel, tend to focus on drug benefits and oppose increased warnings that might limit access to medicines.

The vote by the drug-risk panel also grew out of changing ideas about what to do in the face of uncertainty. For decades, the F.D.A. generally refused to warn doctors about what is unknown about medicines, even when there were hints of dangers. Today's committee said that such silence when millions take the drugs is a mistake.

"Put yourself in our shoes," said Dr. Peter A. Gross, the panel's chairman and chairman of the department of internal medicine at Hackensack University Medical Center. "Most of us see our role as protecting the public health. As often happens, the data we would like to see is not clear. In that setting, what we would like to see is a clearer warning." 

Top F.D.A. officials said that warning patients about a theoretical risk might scare many away from needed treatment.

"We still believe that what you tell people should reflect the available data," said Dr. Robert Temple, director of the agency's office of medical policy. "We didn't find the sudden death data very persuasive." 

The Food and Drug Administration had brought the committee to a hotel just outside of Washington solely to discuss ways to research the possible heart risks of the drugs. But after reviewing a preliminary analysis of millions of health records that found that stimulants may significantly increase the risks of strokes and serious arrhythmias in children and adults, committee members said the F.D.A. needed to warn patients and clinicians immediately about the potential risks of the drugs.

"I want to cause people's hands to tremble a little bit before they write that prescriptions," Dr. Nissen said.

The study is not definitive, said Dr. David Graham, a medical officer in the Food and Drug Administration's office of drug safety. But combined with reports of at least 25 deaths among children and adults taking the drugs from 1999 to 2003, agency officials told a panel of independent experts today that they were increasingly concerned about the safety of stimulants.

"The number of arrhythmia hospitalizations really struck us as surprising," Dr. Graham said. "Arrhythmia is believed to be the pathway for sudden unexplained death." 

In an interview after his presentation, Dr. Graham said, "There's smoke. Does that represent a fire? We want to answer that question." 

Stimulants are now the most widely prescribed medicine for childhood behavioral problems. Dr. Andrew Mosholder, an F.D.A. medical officer in the agency's office of drug safety, told the committee that somewhere from twp million to four million children in the United States are taking stimulants in any given month.

Of perhaps even greater concern is the drugs' growing use in adults, F.D.A. officials said. Adults already have high rates of heart disease, so even a small increase in heart risks from stimulant use could lead to huge numbers of additional deaths, Dr. Graham said.

<#==#>
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Lawmakers: Video shows guards beating boy at boot camp

By BRENT KALLESTAD

Associated Press Writer

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. -- A videotape shows guards brutally beating a boy at a military-style boot camp for juvenile delinquents in Panama City not long before the teenager died, two lawmakers said Thursday.

The state refuses to release the tape to the public, but the Bay County sheriff on Thursday characterized the lawmakers' description of it as overblown and blasted the two lawmakers as "loose cannon politicians" interfering with his investigation.

Martin Lee Anderson, 14, of Panama City, died Jan. 6 at Sacred Heart Hospital in Pensacola. The youngster collapsed after he complained of breathing problems while doing exercises that were part of intake procedures at the camp. The Bay County sheriff's office has said officers restrained him after he became uncooperative.

State Rep. Gus Barreiro, R-Miami Beach, called the videotape "horrific," saying he had "never seen any kid being brutalized ... the way I saw this young man being brutalized.

"Even towards the end of the videotape, where you could just see there was pretty much nothing left of Martin, they came out with a couple cups of water and splashed him in the face," he said. "When you see stuff like that, you want to go through the TV and say, 'Enough is enough. Please stop hitting this kid.'"

An attorney for the family, Ben Crump, said the guards would force ammonia tablets up Anderson's nose in efforts to keep the youth conscious.

"We can never ever let anything like this happen again and if we don't get this videotape out, people will never know the truth," said Crump, who demanded the tape's release on behalf of the family at a Panama City news conference Thursday. "Police brutality is unacceptable at any time."

"I don't think there's any question there was excessive force," said Rep. Dan Gelber, a Democrat from Miami Beach and former federal prosecutor familiar with custody cases, who also viewed the videotape.

"I think (the public is) going to be shocked at the treatment of this kid and the lack of attention that was paid to his core health needs," Gelber said. "This is a relatively small kid with a half a dozen of pretty strong men and he seemed to be phasing in and out of consciousness."

Sheriff Frank McKeithen issued a prepared statement accusing Barreiro and Gelber of overreacting with "irresponsible, premature and incorrect statements" that "add fuel to an already volatile situation."

Bay County authorities and the Florida Department of Law Enforcement have refused to make the tape of the incident public, but Barreiro and Gelber said it would be released soon. FDLE spokeswoman Karen Mason said the tape would not be released Thursday because it remains a part of the investigation and doesn't fall under the state's open records requirements. Bay County sheriff's officials referred questions to FDLE.

"It's absurd," said Barbara Petersen, president of the Tallahassee-based First Amendment Foundation. "Technically they may be able to claim the exemption ... (but) this is an issue of critical public concern. Kids are dying.

"We can't see the tape?" Petersen asked. "What sense does that make?"

Once a record that is exempt is released to someone who is not specifically authorized by the law to have it, the record loses its protected status, Petersen said. The question is whether that includes videotape that hasn't been "released," but has been viewed.

"That's a question for a judge," she said.

Gov. Jeb Bush, who was in Orlando, said he had not seen the tape but was aware of the contents. Several of his aides had seen the tape.

"When you have someone in the custody of the state, irrespective (of) their reasons of being there, who dies, it's a concern," Bush said. "Absolutely we're concerned."

Barreiro said the beating could be considered worse than the Rodney King case in the 1990s in Los Angeles.

"Rodney King lived. This kid didn't," he said.

Anderson's family said it plans to sue Bay County and the state Department of Juvenile Justice, which oversees boot camp programs.

The department gave the Bay County camp a good review in a June 2004 quality assurance report, listing it in full compliance with state standards.

Associated Press reporters David Heller in Tallahassee and Melissa Nelson in Panama City contributed to this report. 

Last modified: February 09. 2006 10:02PM

http://www.southernstandard.net/news.php?viewStory=28907

Video shows guards beating boy at boot camp 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. 

The Associated Press. 

A videotape shows guards brutally beating a boy at a military-style boot camp for juvenile delinquents not long before the teenager died, two lawmakers said Thursday.

The state refuses to release the tape to the public.

Martin Lee Anderson, 14, of Panama City, died Jan. 6 after he complained of breathing problems and collapsed while doing exercises that were part of intake procedures at the camp in the Florida Panhandle's Bay County. Sheriff's investigators have said officers restrained the boy after he became uncooperative.

State Rep. Gus Barreiro called the videotape "horrific," saying he had "never seen any kid being brutalized ... the way I saw this young man being brutalized."

"Even towards the end of the videotape, where you could just see there was pretty much nothing left of Martin, they came out with a couple cups of water and splashed him in the face," he said. "When you see stuff like that, you want to go through the TV and say, 'Enough is enough. Please stop hitting this kid.'"

Anderson's family has said it plans to sue Bay County and the state Department of Juvenile Justice, which oversees boot camp programs.

The family's attorney, Ben Crump, said the guards forced ammonia tablets up Anderson's nose in efforts to keep the boy conscious.

"We can never ever let anything like this happen again and if we don't get this videotape out, people will never know the truth," Crump said.

"I don't think there's any question there was excessive force," said Rep. Dan Gelber, a Miami Beach Democrat and former federal prosecutor familiar with custody cases, who also viewed the videotape. "This is a relatively small kid with a half a dozen of pretty strong men and he seemed to be phasing in and out of consciousness."

Bay County Sheriff Frank McKeithen issued a statement accusing Barreiro and Gelber of overreacting with "irresponsible, premature and incorrect statements" that "add fuel to an already volatile situation."

Bay County authorities and the Florida Department of Law Enforcement have refused to make the tape of the incident public. FDLE spokeswoman Karen Mason said it remains a part of the investigation and doesn't fall under the state's open records requirements.

"It's absurd," responded Barbara Petersen, president of the Tallahassee-based First Amendment Foundation. "Technically they may be able to claim the exemption ... (but) this is an issue of critical public concern. Kids are dying. ... We can't see the tape? "What sense does that make?"

Gov. Jeb Bush, who was in Orlando, said he had not seen the tape but was aware of the contents. Several of his aides had seen the tape.

"When you have someone in the custody of the state, irrespective of their reasons of being there, who dies, it's a concern," Bush said. "Absolutely we're concerned."

Barreiro, a Republican from Miami Beach, said the beating could be considered worse than the Rodney King case in the 1990s in Los Angeles.

"Rodney King lived. This kid didn't," he said.

<#==#>

During a two-year stint as a school resource officer, principals complained he was rarely seen on campus and didn’t turn in reports. 

Sounds like a great cop to me. at least  he aint arresting people for victimless crimes like most cops do.

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=58861

Chandler detective fired for mishandling cases  

By Kristina Davis, Tribune 

February 10, 2006 

Arnold Orozco 

Chandler police have fired a detective after an internal investigation found he mishandled evidence in 46 criminal cases and allowed suspected sexual predators to slip through the cracks over the past five years. 

Records show that police supervisors repeatedly warned Arnold Orozco about how he handled his cases, but police officials took little corrective action until recently — when officers re-arrested a Peeping Tom who was never charged in one of the detective’s 2001 investigations. 

Orozco, who worked as a sex crimes detective and later as a resource officer at Chandler’s Basha High School, was fired last month after officials learned he failed to submit charges to prosecutors in 11 criminal cases, including child pornography, molestation and drugs. 

He also withheld 73 pieces of property or evidence from 46 different criminal cases dating to 2000. Instead of turning the material over to the department’s property room, the evidence sat in Orozco’s personal locker at the department or in cardboard boxes at his apartment, according to his Jan. 23 dismissal letter. 

During the past four years, Orozco bounced from assignment to assignment, accruing complaints from citizens and poor performance evaluations regarding his caseload management from each of his new sergeants. During a two-year stint as a school resource officer, principals complained he was rarely seen on campus and didn’t turn in reports. 

Despite the complaints, the only disciplinary action Orozco received during his 12-year career came in 1998, when he received a verbal reprimand for failing to complete a report. 

It wasn’t until 2005, when patrol officers arrested a man who was caught peering into a girl’s bedroom window, that the agency began to seriously question Orozco’s investigative career. 

SEX CRIMES SUSPECTS GO FREE

The Peeping Tom suspect had a habit of prowling a Chandler apartment complex, secretly videotaping people having sex and women undressing. But after a highspeed chase in 2001, officers finally caught up with Robert Divers, a 45-year-old engineer. 

Orozco, a new sex crimes detective, took over the investigation. 

When he and other detectives raided Divers’ Phoenix apartment, they discovered a stash of sex tapes and 24 items of child pornography. Divers was also listed as a suspect in two 1993 child molestation cases. 

In interviews with Orozco, police reports show Divers acknowledged his voyeuristic addictions, calling it a “compulsion kind of thing.” Orozco completed the report, ending with the statement that he had forwarded child pornography charges to the Maricopa County Attorney’s Office. 

But Orozco never submitted the paperwork, and Divers was released from jail. 

Four years later in May, patrol officers found Divers in another Chandler neighborhood peering through the bedroom window of a 13-year-old girl. 

The new case detective was puzzled by Divers’ record. Why hadn’t Orozco submitted charges in the 2001 incident? 

Still, police officials did not launch an investigation in Orozco’s handling of the Divers case until five months later, when they discovered he had stashed tapes of his 2001 interviews with the suspect in his personal locker instead of turning them over to the department’s property room. 

“You failed to charge this suspect in that case, allowing the suspect the freedom and ability to re-offend,” his dismissal letter states. 

Orozco attributed the oversight to “absent mindedness,” according to reports. 

“I completed the report, I thought I filed but obviously records show I didn’t,” Orozco said. “Nobody caught it.” 

An internal audit of Orozco’s cases turned up many other discrepancies, including numerous pieces of evidence that he either buried in his locker or stored in a box at home over the past few years. Some of the evidence included crack pipes, sexually explicit videos and $40 in cash. 

Besides the 11 cases that were never forwarded for prosecution, two other cases involving child molestations were sent back to Orozco by the county attorney’s office because prosecutors wanted further information. 

But Orozco never completed the paperwork, the report states. 

One case involved a 6-yearold boy who told his mother that he was molested by his 18-year-old male babysitter. 

The second case was a stepfather accused of molesting two teenage sisters. 

The Tribune was unable to locate Orozco for comment, and Chandler police also tried unsuccessfully to reach Orozco on behalf of the Tribune. 

WARNINGS PILE UP 

Orozco joined the sex crimes division in 2000 after receiving several commendations as a bicycle officer. 

But by early 2002, his supervisor began to note that due to personal problems, Orozco had fallen behind on his casework. 

Over the next year, Orozco received several warnings. 

In one case, a suspect was released from jail because Orozco didn’t get the charges forwarded to the county attorney within the 48-hour time limit. His supervisor suggested Orozco come in on the weekends to catch up on his backlog. 

“Every time we talked about his case track issues, he seemed to feel that it was just a matter of time that he would be able to get those cases caught up,” sex crimes Sgt. Jesse Boggs told an internal investigator. 

By September 2003, Orozco had received several complaints from citizens for not returning their calls, not following up on information provided by citizens and not keeping victims updated on the progress of their cases. One citizen complained that Orozco didn’t seem to take a case seriously. 

FRESH START AT TWO CHANDLER SCHOOLS 

Saying he wanted to work with children in a more positive way, Orozco chose to leave the sex crimes unit in 2003 and become a school resource officer at San Tan Junior High and Basha High schools. 

When he transferred, he took with him 15 to 20 sex crimes cases he needed to finish, but by October they were still not completed. 

It was then that Boggs placed Orozco on a 90-day probation, which is less serious than a disciplinary action. 

In March, Orozco’s new supervisor put him on a second probation because he still hadn’t completed cases from 2001. It wasn’t until July 2004 when he cleared his caseload, and he was taken off probation. 

But at the same time principals at the two schools where Orozco worked were less than happy with his performance. 

Basha principal Kristine Marchiando told supervisors that Orozco rarely showed up on campus and didn’t submit paperwork for campus crimes. 

She requested that a second officer, who had filled in for a few days at the school, replace Orozco permanently. “He met more kids in the couple days he was down there than officer Orozco had done in two years,” she says in the report. 

San Tan principal Frank Narducci said he had not seen Orozco at his school for several months. 

“SROs are an invaluable resource for us,” Narducci told the Tribune. “It’s important to get the right person for the job who really wants to do it. We wanted someone in the position to be consistent to get to know our kids.” 

BACK ON PATROL 

By June 2005, Orozco was again having problems with his caseload, and he told his supervisor he wanted to go back into patrol because he was bored with his school assignment. 

As an officer back on the road, Orozco still could never get caught up. His new supervisor wrote in August that his pending case list contained numerous investigations that either required a follow-up, submittals to the county attorney or were missing completely. 

A month later, the internal affairs investigation was launched. 

Chandler Police Chief Sherry Kiyler and assistant city manager Rich Dlugas declined to comment on why it took so long to look closely at Orozco because he has appealed his dismissal. 

In the reports, officials concluded that supervisors were not to blame for Orozco’s mishandling of cases. Orozco also did not fault supervisors. 

“I think, bottom line, it’s my responsibility,” he stated in a report. “It’s incumbent upon me to complete those tasks, whether or not a supervisor, you know, being more involved would have countered that, I don’t know. They’ve got logs to follow, they’ve got checklists to check off, and I’m sure all that was done.” 

POLICY CHANGES 

But the policies and checklists that detectives used to track cases made it virtually impossible for sergeants to follow whether cases were actually filed to prosecutors. 

When a report was completed, it was inspected by records clerks and a sergeant, but then it was up to the detective to forward the case to the prosecutors. 

All a detective had to do was log the case as complete in the computer tracking system, and the case would be listed as closed. 

The agency has since changed how cases are handled to allow for more oversight, although a spokeswoman said it was not a direct result of the Orozco investigation. 

Now cases remain in the department’s computer system as “pending” until the court makes a decision whether to prosecute the case. Also, it is up to a sergeant — not the detective — to make sure a case gets forwarded to prosecutors. 

“It’s another system of checks and balances,” said Chandler detective Livi Kacic. “It adds one more layer.”

Contact Kristina Davis by email, or phone (480)-898-6446 
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Fire line at odds with Scottsdale officials  

By Paul Giblin, Tribune 

February 10, 2006 

North Scottsdale resident Henry Becker raised the ire of neighbors when he raised colorful signs on his pristine desert property. 

Now he has a new landscaping idea. 

He plans to bulldoze 150-foot-wide swaths along Pima and Happy Valley roads. 

It has nothing to do with his long feud with the city, said the former City Council candidate. It’s about wildfire prevention. 

Still, his anger with the current City Council is apparent. 

On Saturday, Becker installed two sets of white and yellow signs that read, “Politicians & diapers need to be changed . . . often for the same reason.” 

He hung heart-print men’s and women’s underwear and heart-shaped pillows from large candy-cane-shaped artwork. 

And he erected 41 yellow “No dumping” signs on red and pink posts. 

The retired Wall Street investor has feuded with city officials for years about development rights, sign ordinances and litter on his property. Becker said he is researching city regulations concerning bulldozing his private property. But he plans to blade it no matter what city regulations cover the subject. 

“It will be done,” he said. 

Scottsdale principal planner Don Hadder said Thursday he was unaware of Becker’s plans. 

“I’d think we’d have to have a little talk about that — and I suspect we will be talking about that,” he said. 

Scottsdale Fire Department assistant fire marshal Mike Lister said blading a 150-foot-wide swath exceeds standard fire prevention measures. 

“We’ve given him some reconditions and asked for a plan, and we’re just waiting to see what he wants to do,” Lister said. 

A wildfire could devalue the land by 40 percent, Becker said. His 95.8-acre tract stretches 3,900 feet along Pima and 1,200 feet along Happy Valley. 

After he’s finished bulldozing, the only plants left standing in the swaths will be saguaro cactuses. He plans to transplant small cactuses, such as hedgehog and barrel cactuses, and sell trees, such as ironwood, Palo Verde and mesquite. 

Becker’s vision differs sharply with the idea of preserving desert landscape to create scenic corridors, said Tim Montgomery, a leader of the organization Volunteers@Scenic Pima Road. “Fire prevention does not mean the complete eradication of 100-year-old trees,” he said. 

Becker already has hired crews to trim the lower branches of about 100 trees on his property. The work has taken five weekends so far and is about half finished. 

“The neighbors should be delighted that I’m willing to take this time and expense to act in a fire-preventative way,” Becker said. 

Bob Vairo, president of the north Scottsdale group Coalition of Pinnacle Peak, said he doubts the city will allow Becker to blade the land. He noted that just north of Becker’s property, a developer is replanting native vegetation in an area that had been excavated to install a pipeline. 

“If on the one hand, someone that disturbs the land adjacent to the road is required to put in and revegetate that whole property, why would the city even think about allowing anything like that?” Vairo asked. 

Contact Paul Giblin by email, or phone (480) 970-2331 

<#==#>

what a crock of bs - the cops want us to think they can prevent crime. 99.9% of the time all the cops do is after a crime occurs they take a report and thats the end of it. and every once in a while a crime accidently gets solved and the cops take credit for it.

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0211coptheft0211.html

Agency tracking gear stolen from police 

Lindsey Collom 

The Arizona Republic 

Feb. 11, 2006 12:00 AM

As Inga Dangmuk blinked the haze of sleep from his eyes, the barrel came into focus. 

A man in a ski mask stood before him with a handgun, his black shirt emblazoned with the letters DEA, an acronym for the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration. 

The stranger and a similarly dressed man demanded money and drugs as they pulled the 61-year-old from his bed last week, forced him to lie facedown on the floor and bound his hands and ankles with duct tape.

The home invasion illustrates the worst-case scenario for real-life cops when crimes are committed in the name of law enforcement. And the fear of it happening is even more real when the very tools used to protect the public - badges, service weapons, uniforms and patrol vehicles - fall into the wrong hands.

The Arizona Counter Terrorism Center has been tracking thefts from law enforcement officers statewide since October, when a rash of thefts hit. The center is a central clearinghouse for homeland security issues in Arizona. 

Authorities hope the data will give them a sense of prevalence, if there is a "link to potential terrorists or is it imaginations run amok," said Lt. Lori Norris of the state Department of Public Safety.

"When you have each agency doing their own thing, there's going to be disconnect," Norris said. "What's the overall picture? Do we have a lot of problems with stolen equipment? Or is it normal?"

So far, the statistics are less than alarming.

Phoenix police had the highest number of equipment thefts in 2005 with 18 incidents, according to Counter Terrorism Center data. The Department of Corrections came in second with four. 

But Norris said the numbers aren't perfect. The center collects its data from the National Law Enforcement Telecommunications System, which provides local and national transmission of criminal justice and related information. Most often, but not always, an agency will broadcast a system alert when a police vehicle or service weapon has been stolen.

Phoenix police issued a bulletin Jan. 17 when an unmarked vehicle stocked with weapons and gear from the Special Assignment Unit, or SWAT, was stolen outside of a diner. Police found the abandoned vehicle a week later in an apartment complex near 40th Avenue and Indian School Road, its contents gone. 

Consider these other high-profile thefts in recent months:

• A 13-year-old boy fleeing a juvenile detention facility jumped into a Mesa police car and went on a joy ride through two cities before calling 911 and turning himself in Nov. 28. The keys had been left inside the car.

• A duffel bag containing a Maricopa County detention officer's gun, badge, body armor, office ID and uniform were taken from a personal vehicle in October. 

• A Tempe police commander's city-issued vehicle was stolen as it idled unattended in a driveway on Aug. 6. The car contained a Glock .45-caliber handgun, six Tempe police uniforms, the commander's police ID, boots, camouflage pants and several SWAT training shirts. The car was recovered; the other items weren't.

"We're not immune from crime like anybody else," Phoenix police Detective Tony Morales said. "It's a huge department, and despite our best efforts, things are going to get stolen. This is gear . . . that only the police should have and in the hands of criminals, that concerns us."

Center data show more than 20 weapons, including a Taser, were stolen from law enforcement statewide in 2005. The No. 1 item was badges or access cards at 35. 

Could someone use those materials to impersonate an officer? Yes, Norris said. Will they? Morales said it happens occasionally. 

Although it's not clear where the intruders got their DEA shirts in the Phoenix home invasion, Dangmuk was skeptical.

"They said they were police," he said. "I didn't think so because they were wearing masks and mistreating me. I didn't have the energy to fight back, so I just (did) what they (said)."

His wife and 20-year-old son, also bound, were brought into the bedroom and shoved to the floor. Dangmuk whispered to them to stay calm as three or four masked men rifled through each room and overturned mattresses, cushions and tables, he said.

It wasn't the first time armed men had broken into a home identifying themselves as law enforcement to commit a crime, Phoenix police Lt. John Stallings said. 

Detectives investigating at the Dangmuk home said there have been other robberies where men wearing police apparel identified themselves as police, Stallings said. It was not known if the crimes were related, and a police spokesman would not elaborate.

Reach the reporter at lindsey .collom@arizonarepublic.com or (602) 444-8557.

<#==#>

another one of those cops crimes that the police want to pretend didnt happen. the video tape clearly shows the cop shooting an unarmed man on the ground who was obeying the cops orders.  but the san bernandino sheriffs department wants to pretend the man committed some horrible crime that forced the crooked cop to shoot him!

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0211airman0211.html

Prosecutors to study airman-shooting clip 

Greg Risling 

Associated Press 

Feb. 11, 2006 12:00 AM

SAN BERNARDINO, Calif. - The Sheriff's Department sent results of an investigation into the videotaped shooting of an unarmed Air Force security officer to prosecutors Friday, without a recommendation on whether to file charges against the deputy involved.

Sheriff Gary Penrod said the videotape "arouses a lot of suspicion" about what occurred, but he also said the tape is fuzzy and has gaps, so the complete chain of events is unclear.

Prosecutors will review the report and decide whether to charge Deputy Ivory J. Webb, district attorney's spokeswoman Susan Mickey said.

Webb, 45, shot Senior Airman Elio Carrion, 21, three times on Jan. 29 while Carrion was rising from a prone position.

Carrion had been a passenger in a Corvette that was involved in a high-speed, nighttime chase before crashing into a wall in Chino, about 35 miles east of Los Angeles. A resident, Jose Luis Valdes, videotaped the shadowy scene that followed.

On the tape, Carrion can be seen on the ground just outside the car's passenger door. Webb is standing nearby, pointing at gun at the airman, and a voice sounds as if it commands Carrion to get up. When the airman begins to rise, the deputy shoots him three times.

Carrion, who had recently returned from duty in Iraq, was wounded but has been released from a hospital.

"I've seen the video and I can only imagine the shock the family felt when they saw . . . this video over and over," the sheriff said at a news conference. "He (Carrion) has our sympathy, and we wish him a speedy recovery."

Since 2000, the San Bernardino District Attorney's Office has investigated about 120 officer- or deputy-involved shootings but hasn't charged an officer or deputy in a duty-related shooting, Mickey said.

"The only thing the family wants is justice and so far that hasn't happened in San Bernardino County," said Carrion's attorney Luis Carrillo.

The FBI has opened a civil rights investigation of the shooting.

Also Friday, Valdes, 38, surrendered to Florida authorities on an outstanding warrant charging him with assault almost a decade ago.

<#==#>

bush - liar, liar, pants on fire

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0211iraq-intel0211.html

Ex-official with CIA criticizes path to war 

Cam Simpson 

Chicago Tribune 

Feb. 11, 2006 12:00 AM

WASHINGTON - The former CIA official charged with managing the U.S. government's secret intelligence assessments on Iraq says the Bush administration chose war first and then misleadingly used raw data to assemble a public case for its decision to invade.

Paul Pillar, who was the CIA's national intelligence officer for the Middle East and South Asia from 2000 to 2005, said the administration also played on the nation's fears in the wake of the 2001 terrorist attacks. 

He said the administration falsely linked al-Qaida to Saddam Hussein's regime even though intelligence agencies had not produced a single analysis supporting "the notion of an alliance" between the two.

Instead, Pillar writes in the upcoming issue of the journal Foreign Affairs, connections were drawn between the terrorists and Iraq because "the administration wanted to hitch the Iraq expedition to the 'war on terror' and the threat the American public feared most, thereby capitalizing on the country's militant post-9/11 mood."

The White House did not respond specifically to Pillar's charges Friday, but Frederick Jones, a spokesman for the National Security Council, did point to previous administration statements defending its use of intelligence.

The specific critiques in Pillar's 4,500-word essay, titled, Intelligence, Policy and the War in Iraq, are not new. 

But it apparently is the first time such attacks are being publicly leveled by such a high-ranking intelligence official directly involved behind the scenes. 

Pillar also wrote in his essay that the administration went to war without first considering any strategic-level intelligence assessments "on any aspect of Iraq" and that the intelligence community foreshadowed many post-Saddam woes, though the findings were largely ignored before the March 2003 invasion.

Excerpts from Pillar's article were first reported by the Washington Post on Friday. 

<#==#>

new orleans public defenders not giving poor people fair trials!

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0211katrina-defenders0211.html

Judges investigating representation of New Orleans' poor by defenders 

Mary Foster 

Associated Press 

Feb. 11, 2006 12:00 AM 

NEW ORLEANS - A New Orleans judge on Friday halted all cases in his court involving public defenders and summoned state lawmakers to talk about funding the city's overburdened indigent defender office.

The office had been struggling with a heavy caseload and inadequate funding even before Hurricane Katrina hit.

The Aug. 29 hurricane knocked out a huge part of its budget; about 75 percent of its funding normally comes from court fees and traffic fines that have gone uncollected since the storm. Public defenders have been laid off, leaving many who depend on their services caught in the system. 

Office Director Tilden Greenbaum testified Friday that he has just six lawyers, down from 42, and that those still on the job often don't know where their clients are being held.

A former public defender appointed by the New Orleans judge to look into the situation estimated that the staff shortage has left 4,500 people sitting in jail for up to six months without seeing a lawyer.

"I think the system was broke before Katrina," said the former public defender, Rick Tessier. "Now, it's destroyed."

It was unclear how many cases would be affected by Judge Arthur Hunter's order. It covers only his section in the 12-section New Orleans criminal court system, but the court's chief judge has also launched an investigation into the ability of the office to represent the poor.

Hunter ordered state Senate President Don Hines, House Speaker Joe Salter and Mayor Ray Nagin, all Democrats, to appear in his court on Feb. 23 to discuss a solution.

New Orleans' public defender system has been one of the worst in the nation for years, said Rafael Goyeneche, executive director of the Metropolitan Crime Commission of Greater New Orleans and a former assistant district attorney.

"They have always been underfunded, always been the stepchild," Goyeneche said. "And in Orleans Parish upward of 90 percent of the 12,000 criminal cases each year are represented by a public defender."

<#==#>

ex-governor of Connecticut is released from prison!

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/02/11/nyregion/11rowland.html

Rowland Is Released From Prison 

By WILLIAM YARDLEY and STACEY STOWE

Published: February 11, 2006

LORETTO, Pa., Feb. 10 — His teenage son has joined the Marines. His oldest daughter is about to graduate from his alma mater. His wife sells antiques on consignment. 

His former No. 2 at work, M. Jodi Rell, is now a formidable No. 1, a governor whose job approval ratings are roughly as high as his were low by the time it all came tumbling down. And not everyone is happy he is coming home.

Those are just a few of the realities facing the former governor of Connecticut, John G. Rowland, with his discharge from federal prison here early Friday, two days before his scheduled release date. He served more than 10 months on a corruption conviction for accepting $107,000 in gifts and vacations from people doing business with the state.

Self-assured and rarely contrite even in the dark final days before he resigned in July 2004, Mr. Rowland said in a statement on Friday that he had been both humbled and renewed while in prison and had come to understand "true grace."

He said he had "no particular plans at this time" and hoped to rebuild his family and friendships even as his financial situation and employment prospects are uncertain. "Actions always speak louder than words," he said, "and I am going to try to be a better person, and show my family, friends and the people of Connecticut how truly sorry I am for letting them down." 

Under the terms of his sentence, Mr. Rowland, 48, must report to probation officers in Connecticut within 72 hours of his release to begin three years of supervised release, with the first four months under home confinement. 

Mr. Rowland suggested that he would not rush home, where reporters and television trucks lined the street in front of the rented three-bedroom ranch house in West Hartford that his wife and some of their five children have lived in since he resigned.

"Over the next few days I will be spending some quiet time with my incredibly supportive wife, Patty," he said in the statement he wrote with the help of a longtime friend, B. Jay Cooper, a public relations executive in Washington. "We will be home in a few days and ask that the media give us space and time to reconnect fully as a family as we plan the next phase of our lives."

Because Mr. Rowland's official release date, Feb. 12, fell on a weekend, the prison warden had the discretion to release him on Friday. He left the minimum-security camp at the Loretto Federal Correctional Institution in southwestern Pennsylvania about 5:20 a.m. 

Mr. Rowland, a Republican elected to three terms, towered over state politics with uncommon flair only to become the state's first governor to resign in scandal, quitting in July 2004 and pleading guilty to a conspiracy charge that December. Some people in the Democratic-leaning town to which he is returning said on Friday that he has not been punished enough.

Daryl Googel, a teacher from Newington who had just finished shopping at the Crown Supermarket, said, "He probably should have stayed in there longer. He was dishonest, and if it were anybody else, they would still be in there." But Stu Mitchell, 34, a producer at ESPN, expressed only apathy. "Him being released makes no difference to anyone," he said, "except maybe for his neighbors."

Joseph A. Mengacci, a friend of the former governor for two decades, said, "There will be people who will distance themselves and people who will embrace him, and it's hard to know who will do what."

Mr. Mengacci, who said he visited Mr. Rowland in prison in December and corresponded with him, rejected the presumption that Mr. Rowland would land comfortably and find work easily through friends. He noted that Mr. Rowland has no law or business degree and that he has spent nearly all his professional life in politics.

"It's not like he's Martha Stewart, who came back to a business," Mr. Mengacci said. "I don't know what the market is for John Rowland."

Mr. Cooper, the public relations executive, said the former governor was well aware that whatever ambitions he might have would likely meet resistance. "I'd say all options are open in his mind and then there's the reality those have to filter through," said Mr. Cooper, who grew up with Mr. Rowland in Waterbury. 
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http://www.guardian.co.uk/worldlatest/story/0,,-5609096,00.html

Rowland, Out of Prison, Vows to Improve 

Friday February 10, 2006 9:31 PM

AP Photo NY110 

By SUSAN HAIGH 

Associated Press Writer 

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) - Former Gov. John G. Rowland walked out of federal prison Friday after serving 10 months for corruption, promising to ``try to be a better person.'' 

Rowland, 48, was released from a prison in Pennsylvania before dawn. He will be fitted with an electronic ankle bracelet and spend four months under house arrest. He must also perform 300 hours of community service. 

He offered no hint about his long-term plans. 

``Actions speak louder than words, and I am going to try to be a better person and show my family and friends and the people of Connecticut how truly sorry I am for letting them down,'' he said in a statement issued through a friend. 

The three-term Republican resigned in 2004 amid an impeachment inquiry and pleaded guilty to conspiracy, admitting he accepted more than $100,000 in vacations and chartered trips to Las Vegas from a state contractor and a jet company that received a tax break. 

As inmate No. 15623-014, Rowland wore a khaki uniform and was responsible for sweeping a prison stairwell. Fellow inmates nicknamed him ``Guv'' and gave him a special chair at mail call, friends said. 

Rowland said he found ``true grace'' in the minimum-security prison. 

Brad Davis, a Hartford radio talk show host and a close Rowland friend, said Rowland started a job training program in prison to teach the inmates interview skills, and another program to help inmates with drug and alcohol problems. 

As for Rowland's future, Davis said the former governor mentioned the possibility of motivational speaking. 

<#==#>

tempe police plans to have 12 cops shake down moms who dont use seat belts on their small children. each ticket will generate up to $160 in revenue for the government.

i you ask me these 12 cops should be fired if their only use is to shake down mommies who forget to buckle their kids in the car with seat belts.

East Valley news briefs 

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0212evsunbriefs0212.html

Feb. 12, 2006 12:00 AM 

SNIP

Police look for seat-belt violations

TEMPE - Beginning Monday, police are cracking down on drivers who don't properly restrain children in cars. Police will look violations in conjunction with National Child Passenger Safety Week. 

On a $5,000 grant from the Governor's Office of Highway Safety, the 12-officer task force will pull over drivers with unsecured children.

Drivers could face fines from $60 to $130. 

<#==#>

another feel good law that won't do anything other then waste our time and money.

Police agencies acknowledge they lack the resources to sift through thousands of pages of logbook entries each month. Criminology experts say these efforts will do little the problem.

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/A/AZ_FIGHTING_METH_AZOL-?SITE=AZMES&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT

Feb 12, 12:09 PM EST

Scottsdale establishes rules to confront meth production 

MESA, Ariz. (AP) -- Scottsdale is joining other cities in eastern metropolitan Phoenix in establishing rules aimed at reducing methamphetamine production.

Beginning Monday, Scottsdale will begin requiring people buying over-the-counter products with pseudoephedrine - the ingredient used to cook meth in makeshift labs - to provide photo identification and enter their names, birth dates and addresses into logbooks that will be accessible to police.

Stores also will record the amount of the drug sold, which cannot exceed 9 grams per customer.

Similar ordinances will soon take effect in Chandler and Apache Junction. Phoenix launched its program Dec. 6, and Mesa and Tempe have studied the issue.

Police agencies in eastern metro Phoenix support the ordinances, but acknowledge they lack the resources to sift through thousands of pages of logbook entries each month.

They said no agency will have the ability to track pharmacy purchases from one jurisdiction to another. In some cases, police won't even be able to track purchases from one store to the next within the same city.

Criminology experts say these efforts will do little to stop a larger problem in Arizona: High demand for meth fed by massive imports from Mexico.

Drug companies point out that cities are targeting the sale of liquid medicines that are rarely used to make meth. Consumers with no inkling of how to brew the street drug raise concerns about being treated with suspicion when they buy an over-the-counter medicine for a cold or allergy.

"It is a far worse experience than getting any prescription medicine," said Mike Miller of east Phoenix. "You feel like you are some sort of criminal getting ready to cook up some meth."

But others support the approach in trying to fight meth. "As a law-abiding citizen, I just grin and bear it and make jokes with the clerk," said Amy Paterson of Mesa. "Kind of like being searched at the airport: I'm not doing anything wrong, but I understand the need."

Phoenix police said they are investigating three possible meth cooks after sifting through about 2,000 logbooks over the course of two months.

No arrests have been made yet, but Phoenix officials said the ordinance is proving successful.

"There is a really big deterrent effect, so that alone is a benefit," said Phoenix deputy city prosecutor Paul Badalucco.

Phoenix has assigned four detectives to spend a portion of their time collecting logbooks from retailers monthly and sifting through them daily to identify suspicious purchase patterns. But in Scottsdale and cities in eastern metro Phoenix, police plan to conduct only spot checks of the logbooks.

Scottsdale Lt. Steve Gesell said police don't have enough personnel to go through every handwritten entry.

Information from: East Valley Tribune/Scottsdale Tribune, http://www.aztrib.com 
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Vice President Dick Cheney shoots his hunting partner! 

The White House did not report the accident for nearly 24 hours until after it was reported by the Corpus Christi Caller-Times.

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=59030

Associated Press 

February 12, 2006 

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas - A 78-year-old hunting companion of Vice President Dick Cheney was recovering in stable condition Monday after Cheney accidentally shot him during a weekend quail hunting trip, a hospital official said. 

Harry Whittington spent "a great night. He slept throughout the night," said Yvonne Wheeler, spokeswoman at Christus Spohn Hospital Memorial. She listed his condition as "very stable," but said she did not know if Whittington would be discharged Monday.

Whittington, an Austin attorney, was flown to the hospital after Cheney accidentally shot him late Saturday afternoon at the Armstrong Ranch.

The vice president visited Whittington and his wife before returning to Washington on Sunday. Cheney "was pleased to see that he's doing fine and in good spirits," said Cheney spokeswoman Lea Anne McBride.

Whittington sent word through a hospital official that he would have no comment on the incident out of respect for Cheney.

Katharine Armstrong, the ranch's owner, told The Associated Press that the accident occurred after Cheney, Whittington and another hunter got out of a car to shoot at a covey of quail.

She said Whittington went to retrieve a bird he shot. Cheney and the third hunter, whom she would not identify, walked to another spot and discovered a second covey of quail.

Whittington "came up from behind the vice president and the other hunter and didn't signal them or indicate to them or announce himself," said Armstrong, who was in the car.

"The vice president didn't see him," she said. "The covey flushed and the vice president picked out a bird and was following it and shot. And by god, Harry was in the line of fire and got peppered pretty good."

Armstrong said the shotgun pellets broke the skin.

"It knocked him silly. But he was fine. He was talking. His eyes were open. It didn't get in his eyes or anything like that," she said.

Each of the hunters was wearing a bright orange vest at the time, Armstrong said.

The accident was not reported publicly by the vice president's office for nearly 24 hours, and then only after it was reported by the Corpus Christi Caller-Times on its Web site Sunday.

McBride said the vice president's office did not tell reporters about the accident Saturday because they were deferring to Armstrong to handle the announcement of what happened on her property.

Armstrong said everyone at the ranch was so "focused" on Whittington's health Saturday that it wasn't until Sunday she called the Caller-Times to report the accident. Her ranch is about 60 miles southwest of Corpus Christi.

Sally Whittington told The Dallas Morning News her father was being observed because of swelling from some of the welts on his neck. His face "looks like chicken pox, kind of," she said.

Emergency personnel traveling with Cheney tended to Whittington before he was taken first to a hospital in Kingsville and then transferred to Corpus Christi.

Whittington has been a private practice attorney in Austin since 1950 and has long been active in Texas Republican politics. He's been appointed to several state boards, including when then-Gov. George W. Bush named him to the Texas Funeral Service Commission.

Armstrong said Cheney is a longtime friend who comes to the ranch to hunt about once a year and is "a very safe sportsman." She said Whittington is a regular, too, but she thought it was the first time the two men hunted together.

The 50,000-acre Armstrong ranch has been in the influential South Texas family since the turn of the last century. Katharine is the daughter of Tobin Armstrong, a politically connected rancher who has been a guest at the White House and spent 48 years as director of the Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association. He died in October. Cheney was among the dignitaries who attended his funeral.

Cheney was legally hunting with a license he purchased in November, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department spokesman Steve Lightfoot said. 

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0213Cheney13-ON.html

Hunter recovering after Cheney accidentally shoots him

Associated Press

Feb. 13, 2006 08:25 AM

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas - A 78-year-old hunting companion of Vice President Dick Cheney was recovering in stable condition Monday after Cheney accidentally shot him during a weekend quail hunting trip, a hospital official said.

Harry Whittington "rested well last night," said Peter Banko, hospital administrator at Christus Spohn Hospital Memorial. The hospital listed Whittington's condition as "very stable," he said.

Whittington, an Austin attorney, was flown to the hospital after Cheney accidentally shot him late Saturday afternoon at the Armstrong Ranch, hitting him with birdshot.

"It's not critical. It's not serious. It's just stable at this time," Banko said at a morning briefing. He said admitting Whittington to the trauma-intensive care unit was "a fairly common procedure" for a patient hit by a spray of the small pellets.

"I don't know how much spray he has got," Banko said. "My understanding from the physicians is that after you get peppered, sometimes they need to do exploratory surgeries if it gets lodged in a little deeper. Sometimes it's tweezers. I can't really comment on how extensively he was sprayed."

Banko said he did not know when Whittington would be released.

The vice president visited Whittington and his wife before returning to Washington on Sunday. Cheney "was pleased to see that he's doing fine and in good spirits," said Cheney spokeswoman Lea Anne McBride.

Whittington sent word through a hospital official that he would not comment out of respect for Cheney.

Ranch owner Katharine Armstrong told The Associated Press the vice president was using a 28-gauge shotgun, and Whittington was about 30 yards away.

Armstrong said Whittington had gone to retrieve a bird he shot while Cheney and a third hunter, whom she would not identify, walked to another spot and discovered a second covey of quail.

Whittington "came up from behind the vice president and the other hunter and didn't signal them or indicate to them or announce himself," said Armstrong, who was in the car.

"The vice president didn't see him," she said. "The covey flushed and the vice president picked out a bird and was following it and shot. And by god, Harry was in the line of fire and got peppered pretty good."

"He was talking. His eyes were open. It didn't get in his eyes or anything like that," she said.

Each of the hunters was wearing a bright orange vest, Armstrong said.

The accident was not reported publicly by the vice president's office for nearly 24 hours, and then only after the Corpus Christi Caller-Times reported it Sunday.

McBride said the vice president's office did not tell reporters about the accident Saturday because they were deferring to Armstrong to handle the announcement of what happened on her property.

Armstrong said Cheney is a longtime friend who comes to the 50,000-acre ranch, about 60 miles southwest of Corpus Christi, to hunt about once a year and is "a very safe sportsman." She said Whittington is a regular, too, but she believed it was the first time the two men hunted together.

Cheney purchased a hunt license in November, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department spokesman Steve Lightfoot said.

<#==#>
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Study raises concerns over Tasers' safety

Robert Anglen

The Arizona Republic

Feb. 13, 2006 12:00 AM

A study measuring electric shocks from a Taser stun gun found that it was 39 times more powerful than the manufacturer claimed, raising new questions about the weapon's safety.

The study, published last month in the peer-reviewed Journal of the National Academy of Forensic Engineers, concluded that the shocks are powerful enough to cause fatal heart rhythms. It is one of the few scientific studies of Taser's electric jolt in which the company did not participate.

"The findings show the energy delivered by the weapon to be considerably understated by the manufacturer," the Journal study said. "These findings place the weapon well into the lethal category."

Officials with Scottsdale-based Taser International Inc. condemned the findings, saying they are exaggerated, erroneous and "beyond the laws of physics."

They pointed to a test conducted last week in response to the Journal article. A lab hired by Taser found that the weapon produced power that was significantly less than what the Journal study found and met all specifications.

Taser contends that the author of the Journal study, electrical engineer James Ruggieri, does not have the technical expertise to make conclusions about stun guns. Taser is suing Ruggieri for defamation over his claims in a presentation and testimony in a wrongful-death case last year that Tasers can cause fatal heart rhythms.

In a separate finding, the Army also concluded last year that Tasers could cause ventricular fibrillation, the irregular heart rhythm characteristic of a heart attack.

A memorandum from the Aberdeen Proving Grounds in Maryland, where the Army develops, tests and evaluates weapons, said, "Seizures and ventricular fibrillation can be induced by the electric current."

At issue was whether soldiers should be shocked with the stun guns during training exercises, as Taser recommends.

The Army's occupational health sciences director determined that Taser is an effective weapon but added in the February 2005 memo that "the practice of using these weapons on U.S. Army military and civilian forces in training is not recommended, given the potential risks."

Taser for years has maintained that its stun guns have never caused a death or serious injury. Company officials say the guns save lives, reduce injury and save millions of dollars in legal costs because they prevent deadly confrontations.

But since 1999, more than 167 people have died after police Taser strikes in the United States and Canada. Of those, medical examiners have cited Tasers in 27 deaths, saying that they were a cause of death in five cases, a contributing factor in 17 cases and could not be ruled out in five cases.

Several law enforcement agencies have filed lawsuits accusing Taser of misleading them about the stun gun's safety and claim that the company failed to conduct adequate tests before selling the weapon. Some police departments have delayed or halted Taser purchases because of safety concerns.

Taser denies these claims and says its record of safety is bolstered by dozens of medical and university studies and by the company's experts.

Law enforcement officials and testing experts agree that there is no widely accepted standard for measuring Tasers. Studies have shown various results.

In May, for example, an international testing laboratory hired by Canadian authorities initially reported that two stun guns were significantly more powerful than the manufacturer specified. The guns also fired at different levels of power.

The stun guns were used on a man who died after being shocked by Vancouver, British Columbia, police in 2004.

Taser challenged the test last week, and the laboratory backed off its results. Officials with the lab, Intertek ETL Semko, said testing protocols provided by the police differed from those of the stun-gun manufacturer. As a result, Intertek said the tests could not be relied upon.

Bruce Brown, deputy commissioner of a British Columbia agency investigating the police role in the Vancouver death, said his agency wants to enlist Canada's National Police Research Center to conduct a rigorous study of the stun gun's power.

"We've sent people to the moon, so there has got to be a way to come up with a peer-reviewed (standard)," he said.

The 50,000-volt Taser works by shooting two darts up to 25 feet. The darts are connected to wires that deliver a burst of electricity that is designed to instantly immobilize a suspect. The gun also can be used as a handheld device, without the darts, by touching two metal probes directly against a person's body in what police call a "drive stun."

The shock from a Taser is measured in electric pulses. Tasers typically used by police deliver 15 to 19 pulses a second in a five-second interval, although the gun will continue firing without interruption as long as the trigger is held down.

Tasers operate at 50,000 volts, but Taser says the stun guns do not pose an electrical safety risk because the pulse's current is too low and its duration too short to affect internal organs, including the heart.

Ruggieri's study found that the Taser's pulse was more powerful and longer than the gun's specifications indicate. Ruggieri studied a Taser M-18, which is nearly identical to the Taser M-26 used by police except it has less power.

Taser specifies that the M-18 produces 10 pulses a second at 1.76 watts per pulse. Ruggieri said his tests showed the Taser produced 14 pulses a second at 50 watts per pulse.

Ruggieri said it took him months of research to conduct and complete the tests.

He said he relied on Taser's research and previous stun-gun studies to create a verifiable methodology for testing the Taser.

His findings are based on how electric current penetrates the body.When established electrical standards were applied to the stun gun's electrical discharge, Ruggieri said the current could be fatal. He said measurements of the electric current showed that, according to electric safety standards, the gun had a 50 percent risk of causing ventricular fibrillation.

Taser Vice President Steve Tuttle called the claim "ludicrous" and said it is "clearly refuted by the fact that well over 100,000 human volunteers have been exposed to the Taser discharge without fatality."

Taser maintains that skin tissue blocks electric current and is equivalent to 1,000 ohms of resistance.

But Ruggieri said skin tissue breaks down as electricity is applied, decreasing resistance and increasing the impact of the shocks on the human body.

"This creates a runaway effect of increasing current with decreasing resistance," Ruggieri said.

An independent electrical engineer who reviewed the Journal study at the request of The Arizona Republic said Ruggieri's conclusions were credible and based on scientific principles.

Robert Nabours, who has degrees in electrical engineering from Stanford and the University of Arizona, said scientific and medical evidence support Ruggieri's claims that skin tissue breaks down when subjected to electric pulses. Among the evidence are findings from Harvard and Massachusetts Institute of Technology doctors.

Ruggieri focused on the Taser in its "drive stun" mode. He said measurements of the current found that the power was about 39 times greater than the manufacturer's specifications. Taking into account the lowered resistance of skin tissue, Ruggieri said the stun gun generated 704 watts of power as opposed to 18 watts.

Ruggieri contends that one of Taser's main claims of safety, that the duration of the electric pulse is too short to cause injury, could not be proven. He said his tests of the current showed that duration of the pulse also increases as resistance drops.

The lab hired by Taser, Exponent of Phoenix, could not replicate Ruggieri's results. Exponent, which has offices throughout the country, is a consulting firm that employs scientific and engineering experts who, like members of the National Academy of Forensic Engineers, often serve as expert witnesses in court cases.

Exponent electrical engineer Ashish Arora said Ruggieri reported 17 times more power than the Taser he tested. Arora said that in his tests, the power of the stun gun measured at or below specifications.

Arora said the pulses Ruggieri measured could also not be verified, even when resistance was dropped. He said that caused concern.

He said he would have expected some similarity in the results. But he said the tests results "were completely different."

There were differences between Exponent's and Ruggieri's tests, both involving how the gun was charged and how the current was measured.

Ruggieri said he used a battery specified by the manufacturer to mirror a real-world setting. He changed the battery after each jolt to ensure that the power did not degenerate. Exponent used a power supply to charge the battery.

Ruggieri said a power source could limit the amount of power going into the gun in a way that a battery would not.

Ruggieri also measured the output using two high-voltage meters attached to each of the Taser probes, which he said gave more-accurate readings.

Exponent used a single meter. Arora said the single probe and battery wouldn't change the results.

Taser has repeatedly attacked Ruggieri's credibility since he made a presentation critical of the stun guns to the American Academy of Forensic Sciences in February 2005. Taser claimed his presentation was based on "junk science" and "propaganda" and that his conclusions have been disputed by numerous government, university and medical studies.

Some of Ruggieri's claims were independently verified, including his assertion that Taser had misapplied Underwriters Laboratories standards in suggesting the stun gun could not cause ventricular fibrillation.

Taser sued Ruggieri in November, several months after he announced the Journal findings at an engineering conference in Chicago.

In a news release last year, Taser described Ruggieri as a high school dropout with no medical training.

Ruggieri said he left high school to attend college in New York. He later obtained a master's degree in computer science from the University of Phoenix.

Ruggieri's resume shows that he is a professional engineer with licenses in five states. He said he has investigated electrical accidents for federal agencies and helped write electrical safety standards for top electrical laboratories and commissions.

Taser officials challenged the academy journal, calling it an "obscure bulletin," saying none of the peer reviewers was qualified to assess the findings.

"That unfortunately allowed Mr. Ruggieri to utilize inappropriate science and flawed mathematics in attempts to support his unsupportable conclusions," Taser's Tuttle said.

Journal Editor Marvin Specter said the academy is affiliated with the National Society of Professional Engineers and is made up of experts in several engineering disciplines.

The Journal lists a technical review committee for Ruggieri's study that includes 20 engineers, including one well-known Taser consultant. The reviewers' identities are confidential and have not been released, Specter said.

Specter said Ruggieri's paper went through a rigorous peer-review process before being published in the biannual journal.

In an interview last week, Ruggieri said Taser has launched personal attacks to distract from the real issue.

"This isn't about me. It's about the findings, the study," he said.

Reach the reporter at robert.anglen@arizonarepublic.com or (602) 444-8694.

<#==#>

arizona government protects bars and liquor stores from competition and keeps the price of booze artificially high by limiting the number of liquor licenses.

The Arizona Licensed Beverage Association worked with the state to ensure the number of new licenses would not flood the market and devalue existing licenses. (yes the regulators sleeping with the regulated)

Thinking of selling packaged liquor? A Series 9 license recently sold for $240,000.

they (state officials) don't want to get lynched" for diluting the market value of existing licenses. (again the regulators sleeping with the regulated give a monopoly to the regulated)

http://www.azcentral.com/business/articles/0213liquor13.html

Liquor licenses go on sale

Limited few will be issued to businesses that apply

Yvette Armendariz

The Arizona Republic

Feb. 13, 2006 12:00 AM

For the first time since 1988, Arizona retailers and aspiring bar owners will be able to apply to buy a limited number of new liquor licenses from the state.

Applications can be filled out starting today.

For the past 18 years, the only way to get a bar or liquor license had been to buy it from another business. The renewable and transferable certificates have become prized assets for nightclubs, pubs, grocery stores and pizza parlors. Prices on the secondary market have skyrocketed, making them an investment, much like housing, for their buyers.

Prices for the licenses have reached four and five times their value when last issued.

Today an aspiring bar owner would need to pony up $85,000 to $90,000 to buy an existing Series 6 license needed to operate a bar. They were selling for as low as $65,000 three years ago.

Thinking of selling packaged liquor? One of those Series 9 licenses recently fetched $240,000. Three years ago, prices tended to range between $110,000 to $135,000.

The additional 126 licenses to be issued statewide this year are unlikely to bring down prices for the "quota" licenses held by current owners. The state is seeking to sell the new licenses at the going market price.

The state agency, as of Friday, had yet to post the market price for these quota licenses. The Arizona Licensed Beverage Association, which represents liquor retailer and wholesalers, worked with the state to ensure the number of new licenses would not flood the market and devalue existing licenses.

"I don't see any downside for the state or the industry in this (plan). It's a plus," said Bill Weigele, president of the state association.

A Series 6 license is needed to operate a bar, Series 7 is needed to serve beer and wine, and Series 9 is needed to sell liquor at retail. Maricopa County will be allotted 10 of each of the three quota licenses. Pima County gets five each, while Pinal, Yavapai and Yuma counties get three each.

Economist Tracy Clark said the numbers issued may be below market demand, given the population growth and rising prices of these licenses. But societal concerns play a role, as communities don't want to feel like there are too many bars.

Also, "they (state officials) don't want to get lynched" for diluting the market value of existing licenses, said Clark, who is associate director of the Bank One Economic Outlook Center at Arizona State University.

Interest has been healthy, according to the state Department of Liquor Licenses and Control.

Calls have been coming in daily since the beginning of the year seeking information on the process, and the state is preparing for the possibility that there will be more applicants than licenses available in some counties.

Agency Director Leesa Berens Morrison said she has heard no complaints about the small number, although it could frustrate some entrepreneurs' efforts to break into the industry because of the high cost.

"I think people are happy that there are going to be 10 more of each type" in Maricopa County, she said.

The state has had the ability to release more licenses based on population growth, but refrained from issuing any to appease strong anti-alcohol sentiment in communities.

Applicants will have to choose a location for the license, and only one of each type of license can be sought at each address.

"We're trying to avoid speculative, or what we call 'pocket' licenses," Morrison said.

Prices will be based on three independent appraisals that were averaged out by an independent accountant. If more interest than licenses are available, the state will randomly assign numbers to applications and a drawing will be held April 12.

Weigele is doubtful the new licenses will create a surge of new bars.

"Zoning laws are still in place," he said.

The Department of Liquor sought to release licenses last year as a way to pay for a $2.5 million computer system.

The state will release a limited number of licenses each year through fiscal 2010, based on a new population formula, which is expected to raise as much as $6.3 million annually for the state. Of that, the agency will receive $1.25 million the next two years to fund its computer upgrade.

"This whole thing came about because of a negotiation last legislative session," Morrison said. She doesn't expect a sellout of the quota licenses in all counties; market prices may discourage applicants.

<#==#>

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0213gitmo0213.html

U.N. report alleges torture of Guantanamo detainees

Maggie Farley

Los Angeles Times

Feb. 13, 2006 12:00 AM

NEW YORK - A draft U.N. report on the detainees at Guantanamo Bay concludes that the U.S. treatment of them violates their right to physical and mental health, and, in some cases, constitutes torture.

It also urges the United States to close the military prison in Cuba and bring the captives to trial on U.S. territory, charging that Washington's justification for the continued detention is a distortion of international law.

The report, compiled by five special envoys to the United Nations who interviewed U.S. officials, former prisoners, and detainees' lawyers and families, is the product of a year-and-a-half-long investigation ordered by the U.N. Commission on Human Rights. The team did not have access to prisoners at Guantanamo Bay.

Its findings - notably, a conclusion that the violent force-feeding of hunger strikers, incidents of excessive violence used in transporting prisoners and combinations of interrogation techniques "must be assessed as amounting to torture" - are likely to stoke criticism of the detention facility.

More than 500 people captured abroad since 2002 as "enemy combatants" are detained at Guantanamo.

"We very, very carefully considered all of the arguments posed by the U.S. government," said Manfred Nowak, the U.N. special rapporteur on torture, one of the envoys. "There are no conclusions that are easily drawn. But we concluded that the situation in several areas violates international law and conventions on human rights and torture."

The draft report, reviewed by the Los Angeles Times, has not been officially released, as comments and clarifications from the U.S. government are being incorporated.

In November, the Bush administration offered the U.N. team the same tour of the detention facility given to journalists and members of Congress, but it refused to allow the envoys access to prisoners. Because of that, the U.N. group declined the visit.

The International Red Cross is the only party allowed by the U.S. government to have access to prisoners and monitor their health, but the organization is forbidden from publishing its findings.

Nowak said he did not expect major changes to the report's conclusions and recommendations as a result of the U.S. government's response.

Navy Lt. Cmdr. J.D. Gordon, a Pentagon spokesman, said the Defense Department would not comment on U.N. matters.

The report is not legally binding, but human rights and legal advocates said they hoped it would add weight to similar findings by rights-monitoring groups.

"I think the effect of this will be to revive concern about the government's mistreatment of detainees, and to get people to take another look at the legal basis," said Kenneth Roth, executive director of Human Rights Watch. "There are lots of lingering questions about how do you justify holding these people."

The report focuses on the U.S. government's legal basis for detention of prisoners as described in a formal response to the U.N. inquiry: "The law of war allows the United States - and any other country engaged in combat - to hold enemy combatants without charges or access to counsel for the duration of hostilities. Detention is not an act of punishment, but of security and military necessity. It serves the purpose of preventing combatants from continuing to take up arms against the United States," it said.

But the U.N. team concluded there had been insufficient due process to determine whether the more than 750 people detained at Guantanamo Bay since January 2002 were "enemy combatants," and determined that the main purpose of their confinement was interrogation, not to prevent them from taking up arms. The United States has released or transferred more than 260 Guantanamo Bay.

<#==#>

http://www.mercurynews.com/mld/mercurynews/news/world/13861189.htm

U.S. fire kills two near Afghanistan border

Suspected U.S. military fire struck the tent of a nomad family on the Pakistan side of the rugged border with Afghanistan, killing two women and injuring at least four children, two Pakistani officials said.

Pakistani officials said four rockets or shells were apparently fired by the U.S. military in fighting with suspected militants in Afghanistan's eastern Khowst province Saturday, and one hit the nomads' tent at Bangi Dar, in Pakistan's North Waziristan tribal area.

In Kabul, Lt. Mike Cody, a spokesman for the U.S. military, said a security post along the border in Khowst was attacked from the Pakistani side Saturday, and the U.S. military, coordinating with the Pakistani military, returned fire.

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1104AP_Pakistan_Afghan_Border_Fire.html
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Alleged U.S. fire kills two in Pakistan

By BASHIRULLAH KHAN

ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

MIRAN SHAH, Pakistan -- Suspected U.S. military fire struck the tent of a nomad family on the Pakistan side of the rugged border with Afghanistan, killing two women and injuring at least four children, two Pakistani officials said.

The Pakistani officials said four rockets or shells were apparently fired by the U.S. military in fighting with suspected militants in Afghanistan's eastern Khost province late Saturday, and one hit the nomads' tent at Bangi Dar, in Pakistan's North Waziristan tribal area.

The officials - one an intelligence official, the other a local government administrator - spoke on condition of anonymity as they were not authorized to speak to media. There was no immediate confirmation from the Pakistan government or military.

In Kabul, Lt. Mike Cody, a spokesman for the U.S. military in Afghanistan, said a security post along the border in Khost was attacked from the Pakistani side Saturday afternoon, and the U.S. military, coordinating with the Pakistani military, returned fire.

Cody said there were no reports of casualties on either side. The intelligence official confirmed that a coalition post had been fired at.

About 20,000 U.S. troops are in Afghanistan hunting for Taliban militia and al-Qaida fugitives.

Fire from coalition forces has sometimes landed in Pakistani territory.

Pakistan is a key ally in the U.S.-led war on terrorism but does not allow U.S. troops to operate on its side of the rugged and ill-defined border where foreign militants are believed to be hiding.

Last month, Pakistan protested to the U.S. military in Afghanistan over two air strikes - one on a village in North Waziristan that killed eight people, and the second, a missile strike that hit a village in Bajur tribal region where top al-Qaida figures were suspected to be meeting. Thirteen civilians died, and according to Pakistan, five foreign militants, including an al-Qaida operative.

<#==#>

Vice President Dick Cheney did not have a hunting license when he shot Harry Whittington in Texas.

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department gave Cheney and Harry Whittington, warning citations for breaking Texas hunting law by failing to buy a $7 stamp allowing them to shoot upland game birds.

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/C/CHENEY_HUNTING_ACCIDENT?SITE=AZMES&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT

Feb 14, 10:56 AM EST

White House finds humor in hunting mishap 

By NEDRA PICKLER 

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) -- The White House has decided that the best way to deal with Vice President Dick Cheney's shooting accident is to joke about it.

President Bush's spokesman quipped Tuesday that the burnt orange school colors of the University of Texas championship football team that was visiting the White House shouldn't be confused for hunter's safety wear.

"The orange that they're wearing is not because they're concerned that the vice president may be there," joked White House press secretary Scott McClellan, following the lead of late-night television comedians. "That's why I'm wearing it."

The president's brother, Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, took a similar jab after slapping an orange sticker on his chest from the Florida Farm Bureau that read, "No Farmers, No Food."

"I'm a little concerned that Dick Cheney is going to walk in," the governor cracked during an appearance in Tampa Monday.

Cheney, an experienced hunter, has not been joking or saying anything publicly at all about the accident Saturday, when he accidentally sprayed a hunting partner with shotgun pellets when aiming for a quail.

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department issued a report Monday that found the main factor contributing to the accident was a "hunter's judgment factor." No other secondary factors were found to have played a role.

The department gave Cheney and the victim, prominent Republican attorney Harry Whittington, warning citations for breaking Texas hunting law by failing to buy a $7 stamp allowing them to shoot upland game birds. A department spokesman said warnings are being issued in most cases because the stamp requirement only went into effect five months ago and many hunters weren't aware of it.

 Lydia Saldana (sal-DAHN'-yah), spokeswoman, Texas Parks and Wildlife, in A-P interview: Saldana was asked if it's possible Vice President Cheney and the man he accidentally wounded didn't know they had to obtain an Upland Game Bird stamp, since it's a new Cheney's office said Monday night in a statement that Cheney had a $125 nonresident hunting license and has sent a $7 check to cover the cost of the stamp. "The staff asked for all permits needed, but was not informed of the $7 upland game bird stamp requirement," the statement said.

The state's report said Whittington was retrieving a downed bird and stepped out of the hunting line he was sharing with Cheney. "Another covey was flushed and Cheney swung on a bird and fired, striking Whittington in the face, neck and chest at approximately 30 yards," the report said.

Whittington remained in stable condition Tuesday at Christus Spohn Hospital Corpus Christi-Memorial. He was moved from intensive care to a "step-down unit" Monday after doctors decided to leave several birdshot pellets lodged in his skin rather than try to remove them. The hospital planned a news conference for 1 p.m. EST Tuesday.

Katharine Armstrong, owner of the ranch where the shooting occurred, said it happened toward the end of the hunt, when it was still sunny but as darkness was encroaching and they were preparing to go inside. She said Whittington made a mistake by not announcing that he had walked up to rejoin the hunting line, and Cheney didn't see him as he tried to down a bird.

Armstrong said she saw Cheney's security detail running toward the scene. "The first thing that crossed my mind was he had a heart problem," she told The Associated Press.

She said Cheney stayed "close but cool" while the agents and medical personnel treated Whittington, then took him by ambulance to the hospital. Later, the hunting group sat down for dinner while Whittington was being treated, receiving updates from a family member at the hospital. Armstrong described Cheney's demeanor during dinner as "very worried" about Whittington.

Pamela Willeford, the U.S. ambassador to Switzerland, another member of the hunting party, told The Dallas Morning News for a story in Tuesday's editions that she and Cheney didn't realize Whittington had picked up a bird and caught up with them.

Willeford said she has hunted with Cheney before and would again.

"He's a great shot. He's very safety conscious. This is something that unfortunately was a bad accident and when you're with a group like that, he's safe or safer than all the rest of us," she said.

But the accident raised questions about Cheney's adherence to hunting safety practices and the White House's failure to disclose the accident in a timely way.

Several hunting safety experts interviewed agreed it would have been a good idea for Whittington to announce himself. But every expert stressed that the shooter is responsible for avoiding other people.

Bush was told about Cheney's involvement in the accident shortly before 8 p.m. Saturday - about an hour after it occurred - but the White House did not disclose the accident until Sunday afternoon, and then only in response to press questions.

Facing a press corps upset that news had been withheld, press secretary Scott McClellan said, "I think you can always look back at these issues and look at how to do a better job."

On the Net:

White House: http://www.whitehouse.gov 
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Tohono O'odham police department ranger killed in auto accident 

TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) -- A Tohono O'odham Police Department ranger has been killed in a car accident on his way to work in Sells, authorities said.

Jerome L. Lewis, 34, died Monday after his pickup truck collided with a bus from the Altar Valley School District, according to the Arizona Department of Public Safety.

Investigators said Lewis' truck hit the bus head-on as it came into his lane.

No citations were issued, authorities said.

Altar Valley Superintendent Douglas Roe said the driver has been placed on paid leave while the accident is investigated.

Lewis had been with the Tohono O'odham Police Department for more than two years and before that worked for the Tohono O'odham Corrections Department.

Rangers are not commissioned officers, but protect and patrol the Tohono O'odham Nation.

<#==#>

gay bashing is expensive! the military spent $364 million on witch hunts to kick gays out of the military!

http://www.southernvoice.com/thelatest/thelatest.cfm?blog_id=5137

'Don't Ask, Don't Tell' costs $364 million 

New study says government 

report underestimates costs

By LOU CHIBBARO JR. | Feb 14, 10:37 AM 

It cost the federal government just under $364 million to discharge and replace about 9,500 gay service members during the first decade of the Pentagon’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy.

 Former Clinton administration Defense Secretary William Perry is part of a 12-member Blue Ribbon Commission studying the cost of the federal 'Don't Ask, Don't Tell' policy for gays serving in the military.  

The figure is 91 percent more than previously estimated, according to a study conducted by a panel of military experts assembled by the University of California.

The 12-member Blue Ribbon Commission that conducted the study was scheduled to release a report Feb. 14 saying it was unable to obtain certain information from the Pentagon that likely would have indicated still higher costs.

“[O]ur strong sense is that our final estimate is too low and that the net result is that we have under-reported the total cost of implementing ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,’” the report says.

Among commission members who wrote the report was Clinton administration Defense Secretary William Perry and Reagan administration assistant Defense Secretary Lawrence Korb. Others serving on the commission included a retired Army colonel, a retired admiral and two professors at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point.

The Government Accountability Office, an arm of Congress, released its own report on the cost of discharging gays under the policy in February 2005. That report concluded that the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy cost a minimum of $190.5 million for the 10-year period from fiscal year 1994 through fiscal year 2003.

No info the GAO

Similar to the University of California report, the GAO report said its authors were unable to obtain information from the Defense Department needed to provide a full accounting of the cost for discharging gay service members and training new people to replace them.

“Oversights in GAO’s methodology led to both under and overestimations of the financial costs of implementing ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,’” the UC report says. “By correcting these oversights, and after careful analysis of available data, this commission finds that the total cost of implementing Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ between fiscal year 1994 and fiscal year 2003 was at least $363.8 million, which is $73.3 million, or 91 percent, more than originally reported by GAO.

“Given that we were not able to include several cost categories in our estimate and that we used conservative assumptions to guide our research,” the report says, “our estimate of the cost of implementing ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ should be seen as a lower bound estimate.”

President Clinton proposed the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy in 1993 after it became clear that Congress was poised to overturn his earlier plan to allow gays to serve openly in the military.

Congress modified the Clinton proposal and enacted it into law as part of a military authorization bill. It went into effect in 2004.

The policy allows gays to serve in the military as long as they do not disclose their sexual orientation, do not engage in “homosexual conduct,” and do not enter into a same-sex marriage. Clinton argued that the policy was an improvement over the previous policy that banned gays from serving under all circumstances.

But gay activists and a growing number of gay-supportive members of Congress say the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy remains highly discriminatory. More than 100 members of the House have co-sponsored legislation introduced by Rep. Marty Meehan (D-Mass.) to repeal the policy and allow gays to serve openly.

A flaw in the system?

According to the UC report, the GAO study was flawed because it focused mostly on the estimated cost for replacing ousted gay service members. The UC report says it based its cost estimates on several criteria, including the cost to the military of the “lost value” of the expected full term of each service member discharged prematurely.

If a gay service member was discharged shortly before he or she completed their term, the cost to the military would be minimal, the report says. But if the service member were discharged shortly after he or she completed basic and advanced training, the cost would be far higher.

The report estimates that “skills training” for most enlisted members who are not officers ranges between $15,000 and $30,000 depending on whether they receive “mid-career” training. The average estimated cost to recruit and train officers, the report says, comes to about $174,000. In the case of a single, highly trained officer, such as a jet fighter pilot, the training cost could be as high as $1.4 million.

Other costs come into play, the report says, such as costs for processing the discharges and costs for investigating service members suspected of violating the policy.

Pentagon officials have said that many — possibly the majority —service members discharged under “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” voluntarily disclose their sexual orientation to enable them to leave the military before the end of their terms.

The Servicemembers Legal Defense Network, which assists gay service members, has said gay service members often seek early discharges to avoid anti-gay harassment or because of stress caused by having to conceal their true identity.

The UC report says a large number of gay service members choose not to re-enlist even when they manage to complete their terms without being discovered.

“While it is impossible to know with certainty how many gays and lesbians fail to re-enlist because of ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,’ [surveys of gay veterans] suggest that the military may be losing some of its investment in recruiting and training individuals who would remain in uniform if the ban were repealed,” the report says.

Lou Chibbaro Jr. can be reached at lchibbaro@washblade.com

http://www.fortwayne.com/mld/journalgazette/news/nation/13867753.htm
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Military’s gay policy cost double estimate, report says

By Liz Sidoti

Associated Press

WASHINGTON – Discharging troops under the Pentagon’s policy on gays cost $363.8&#8194;million over 10 years, almost double what the government concluded a year ago, a private report says.

The report, to bereleased today by a University of California Blue Ribbon Commission, questioned the methodology the Government Accountability Office used when it estimated that the cost of the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy was at least $190.5 million.

“It builds on the previous findings and paints a more complete picture of the costs,” said Rep. Marty Meehan, D-Mass., who has proposed legislation that would repeal the policy.

Congress approved the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy in 1993 during the Clinton administration.

It allows gays and lesbians to serve in the Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine Corps as long as they abstain from homosexual activity and do not disclose their sexual orientation.

The Servicemembers Legal Defense Network, which has represented service members who left the military under the policy, estimates the Pentagon has discharged more than 10,000 service members for homosexuality since “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” went into effect in 1994.

The number of discharges has gone down in recent years.

In February 2005, the GAO said the cost could not be completely calculated because the government does not collect financial information specific to each individual’s case.

Cautioning that the figures may be too low, the GAO said the federal government spent at least $95.4 million to recruit and $95.1 million to train replacements from 1994 through 2003 for the 9,488 troops discharged during that period because of the policy.

The university study said the GAO erred by emphasizing the expense of replacing those who were discharged because of the policy without taking into account the value the military lost from the departures.

So, the commission focused on the estimated value the military lost from each person discharged.

The report detailed costs of $79.3 million for recruiting enlisted service members, $252.4 million for training them, $17.8 million for training officers and $14.3&#8194;million for “separation travel” after a service member is discharged.

Commission members include former Defense Secretary William Perry, a member of the Clinton administration, and Lawrence Korb, a former assistant defense secretary during the Reagan administration, as well as professors from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/02/13/AR2006021302373.html

'Don't Ask' Costs More Than Expected

Military's Gay Ban Seen in Budget Terms

By Josh White

Washington Post Staff Writer

Tuesday, February 14, 2006; Page A04

The financial costs to the U.S. military for discharging and replacing gay service members under the nation's "don't ask, don't tell" policy are nearly twice what the government estimated last year, with taxpayers covering at least $364 million in associated funds over the policy's first decade, according to a University of California report scheduled for release today.

Members of a UC-Santa Barbara group examining the cost of the policy found that a Government Accountability Office study last year underestimated the costs of firing approximately 9,500 service members between 1994 and 2003 for homosexuality. The GAO, which acknowledged difficulties in coming up with its number, estimated a cost of at least $190.5 million for the same time period. The new estimate is 91 percent higher.

Although it did not take a stance on the effectiveness of the policy, the California "blue ribbon commission" -- which included former defense secretary William J. Perry and 11 professors and defense experts -- found that the military has put millions of dollars into recruiting and training new soldiers and officers to replace those who were removed from their jobs in the services because they were openly gay. The report also cites the costs of losing service members to premature discharge, because of the loss of training "investment."

"The real issue here is that you have a policy that is costing us money, hurting readiness and is really not fulfilling any national security objective," said Lawrence Korb, a senior fellow at the Center for American Progress, a liberal think tank, and a member of the commission. "It just doesn't make sense now, particularly when you're having such a hard time getting people to join the military and retaining them in the right skills."

The "don't ask, don't tell" policy was included in the 1994 Defense Authorization Act, part of President Bill Clinton's efforts to take a step toward lifting the ban on gay people in the military. The law essentially allowed gay men and lesbians to serve in the military as long as they did not expose their sexual preference or exhibit homosexual behavior.

Those who do, however, are swiftly discharged.

"The policy is more expensive than we thought it was, in many ways," said retired Rear Adm. John D. Hutson, a former Navy judge advocate general who was on the panel. "The real cost is the cost in human dignity, in self-respect, and in the image of the military held by the American public, the world community and itself. . . . The dignity of the armed forces is at stake."

Defense Department policies comply with the statute, according to a Pentagon spokeswoman, and have resulted in individual discharges from service. But defense officials also noted that those service members discharged for homosexuality represent just 0.3 percent of all discharges.

According to Pentagon figures provided to the GAO last year, there were 9,501 people separated from the military for homosexuality from 1994 to 2003, compared with 26,446 separated for pregnancy, and 36,513 separated for failing to meet weight standards.

Charles Moskos, a sociology professor at Northwestern University and an architect of "don't ask, don't tell," said in an interview yesterday that he believes allowing openly gay people into the military -- especially combat arms positions -- could cause the services to lose many more recruits who would be uncomfortable living in close quarters with them. He said the loss in financial costs does not outweigh the costs of forcing people to live in intimate circumstances with openly gay people. He also said he believes many of the discharges are the result of people claiming to be gay to get an honorable discharge from service early.

Rep. Martin T. Meehan (D-Mass.), a member of the House Armed Services Committee, plans to announce the report findings today on Capitol Hill. Meehan, who is sponsoring legislation that would repeal the ban on openly gay service members, said the new cost estimate is more evidence that the policy is inappropriate.

"The Army is facing a recruiting crisis, yet we're turning away volunteer soldiers who are willing and able to fight and willing to make the ultimate sacrifice simply because of their sexual orientation," Meehan said yesterday.

Seaman Apprentice John Graff, 19, of Poughkeepsie, N.Y., enlisted in the Navy a year ago, changing abruptly from being openly gay to hiding it. After eight months on active duty in training at Naval Submarine Base New London in Connecticut, he decided he could not hide his identity any longer and recently came out to his commanders.

"It's emotionally distressing, because you constantly have this weight on you, that someone is going to find out somehow, that you could lose your job," Graff said. "I really do love the Navy, and I love serving the country. They're losing qualified people who want to do the job."

<#==#>

DC Circuit US Court of Appeals finally slams BATF's power grab into 

model rocketry.  Judge says that BATF's insistence in classifying 

ammonium perchlorate propellant as an explosive is incoherent and 

totally indefensible:

"The problem in this case is that ATFE's explanation for its 

determination that APCP deflagrates lacks any coherence. We therefore 

owe no deference to ATFE's purported expertise because we cannot 

discern it. ATFE has neither laid out a concrete standard for 

classifying materials along the burn-deflagrate-detonate continuum, nor 

offered data specific to the burn speed of APCP when used for its 

'common or primary purpose.' On this record, the agency's decision 

cannot withstand judicial review."

Lots of cause for jubilation from the rocket flyers... only it required 

a sustained fight of seven years and the pouring of tens of thousands 

of dollars down the legal system rathole.  :-(

     http://nar.org/NARfrompres.html

Message From the President

Joint Statement on BATF Litigation, February 10, 2006

Mark Bundick

         This message will outline the current status and progress of our efforts in the U. S. Court of Appeals in Washington, DC.  

Joint Statement on Appeals Court Decision, February 10, 2006

After nearly seven years of work, we have prevailed in our efforts to remove unnecessary and illegal regulations from the sport rocketry hobby.

On February 10, 2006, the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit rendered its opinion as to whether the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (BATFE) had properly classified APCP propellant as an explosive. The court found in favor of the National Association of Rocketry and Tripoli Rocketry Association and remanded the matter back to the agency.

The full opinion is available for download. It reads in part:

"The problem in this case is that ATFE's explanation for its determination that APCP deflagrates lacks any coherence. We therefore owe no deference to ATFE's purported expertise because we cannot discern it. ATFE has neither laid out a concrete standard for classifying materials along the burn-deflagrate-detonate continuum, nor offered data specific to the burn speed of APCP when used for its 'common or primary purpose.' On this record, the agency's decision cannot withstand judicial review."

This significant legal win came about due to the combination of the skill and dedication of our legal team, Joe Egan, Marty Malsch, John Lawrence and John Kyte, and your steadfast financial support since 1999. Without that skill and particularly without your financial and moral support, we would not have succeeded in the effort to remove what is now recognized as the illegal regulation of our hobby. We congratulate Joe and his team, and we thank you for your incredible efforts over this nearly seven year odyssey.

Members should also be aware that this decision comes immediately after Joe Egan underwent surgery in New York City. The surgery was successful and Joe is expected to make a full and speedy recovery. Members wishing to offer congratulations for both legal and medical reasons may send such expressions to:

Joseph Egan

Egan, Fitzpatrick, Malsch & Cynkar, PLLC

8300 Boone Boulevard

Suite 340

Vienna, VA 22182

We are currently discussing next steps and practical, regulatory implications of the Court's opinion with counsel, and will offer further feedback after we've completed that discussion. We expect to offer that feedback to members sometime in the next week to ten days

Ken Good, President

Tripoli Rocketry Association

Mark Bundick, President

National Association of Rocketry 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

As always, you can send me your comments via email, or mail them to me at

Mark Bundick

423 Sunset Drive

Lakewood, IL 60014-5332

the opionion can be seen in PDF format at this URL

http://nar.org/pdf/2006OralArgumentDecision.pdf
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Joseph R. Egan argued the cause for appellants. With him
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Charles J. Fitzpatrick.
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U.S. Attorney, and Michael J. Ryan, Assistant U.S. Attorney. R.

Craig Lawrence, Assistant U.S. Attorney, entered an

appearance.
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Before: TATEL and GARLAND, Circuit Judges, and

EDWARDS, Senior Circuit Judge.

Opinion for the Court filed by Senior Circuit Judge

EDWARDS.

EDWARDS, Senior Circuit Judge: Appellants Tripoli

Rocketry Association and National Association of Rocketry are

non-profit organizations whose members are hobby rocket

enthusiasts. They challenge the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,

Firearms & Explosives’ (“ATFE”) refusal to alter its

classification of ammonium perchlorate composite propellant

(“APCP”) as an “explosive” for purposes of 18 U.S.C. § 841(d)

(2000). (ATFE is currently charged with administering the

statute at issue. Until recently, those duties rested with the

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms (“ATF”), and, before

that, with the Internal Revenue Service. For the sake of

simplicity, we will refer only to “ATFE,” except when quoting

material that refers to one of its predecessors.)

APCP is commonly used as fuel in hobby rockets, and

classification as an explosive imposes regulatory controls on the

handling of APCP by appellants’ members. The statutory

definition of “explosive” encompasses materials whose “primary

or common purpose” is to “function by explosion.” ATFE

determines whether a material fits this definition by

characterizing the speed at which the material burns: materials

with the fastest burn rates detonate, the slowest ones burn, and

substances in between deflagrate. In other words, under

ATFE’s characterization, a substance that deflagrates burns

more rapidly than something that simply burns (like paper or a

candle wick), but less rapidly than something that detonates (like

dynamite). And ATFE treats a material as explosive if it

functions by detonation or deflagration.

Appellants challenge ATFE’s determination that APCP

deflagrates. Appellants contend that ATFE’s determination was
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arbitrary and capricious under the Administrative Procedure Act

(“APA”), 5 U.S.C. § 706(2)(A) (2000), because there is no

evidence in the record supporting the conclusion that APCP

functions by deflagration and there is some evidence in the

record suggesting a contrary conclusion. In response, ATFE

points to evidence relating to the properties of “rocket

propellants.” ATFE also argues that, in a case of this nature –

involving the agency’s expertise in deciding a highly technical

question – the court should defer to ATFE’s judgment.

This court routinely defers to administrative agencies on

matters relating to their areas of technical expertise. We do not,

however, simply accept whatever conclusion an agency proffers

merely because the conclusion reflects the agency’s judgment.

In order to survive judicial review in a case arising under

§ 7006(2)(A), an agency action must be supported by “reasoned

decisionmaking.” Allentown Mack Sales & Serv., Inc. v. NLRB,

522 U.S. 359, 374 (1998) (quoting Motor Vehicle Mfrs. Ass’n of

the United States, Inc. v. State Farm Mut. Auto. Ins. Co., 463

U.S. 29, 52 (1983)). “Not only must an agency’s decreed result

be within the scope of its lawful authority, but the process by

which it reaches that result must be logical and rational. Courts

enforce this principle with regularity when they set aside agency

regulations which, though well within the agencies’ scope of

authority, are not supported by the reasons that the agencies

adduce.” Id. The problem in this case is that ATFE’s

explanation for its determination that APCP deflagrates lacks

any coherence. We therefore owe no deference to ATFE’s

purported expertise because we cannot discern it. ATFE has

neither laid out a concrete standard for classifying materials

along the burn-deflagrate-detonate continuum, nor offered data

specific to the burn speed of APCP when used for its “common

or primary purpose.” On this record, the agency’s decision

cannot withstand judicial review. We therefore remand the case

for further consideration.

4

I. BACKGROUND

Title XI of the Organized Crime Control Act of 1970

(“OCCA”) regulates the manufacture, distribution, and storage

of explosive materials. See Pub. L. No. 91-452, § 1102, 84 Stat.

952 (1970) (codified at 18 U.S.C. §§ 841-848 (2000)). Under

the statute, “explosive materials” include “explosives, blasting

agents, and detonators,” 18 U.S.C. § 841(c); and, for purposes

of the provisions at issue here, “explosives” include:

any chemical compound mixture, or device, the primary or

common purpose of which is to function by explosion; the

term includes, but is not limited to, dynamite and other high

explosives, black powder, pellet powder, initiating

explosives, detonators, safety fuses, squibs, detonating cord,

igniter cord, and igniters.

18 U.S.C. § 841(d).

Until recently, the statute required the Secretary of the

Treasury or his delegate to compile an explosives list, 18 U.S.C.

§ 841(d), (k) (2000), but this responsibility was reassigned by

the Homeland Security Act, Pub. L. No. 107-296 § 1112(e), 116

Stat. 2135, 2276 (2002). The current version of OCCA requires

the Attorney General to “publish and revise at least annually in

the Federal Register” the explosives list, including “any

additional explosives which he determines to be within the

coverage of this chapter.” 18 U.S.C. § 841(d) (Supp. 2002).

Potential users must obtain a license or permit from ATFE to

import, manufacture, or deal in explosive materials. 18 U.S.C.

§ 842(a); see also 18 U.S.C. § 843 (2000) (outlining

requirements for obtaining licenses). Users are also subject to

certain requirements governing the manufacture, storage,

transportation, transfer, and sale of explosive materials. 18

U.S.C. § 842(b)-(k). Violators of these statutory provisions face

the possibility of criminal sanctions. 18 U.S.C. § 844(a)(1), (b)

(2000).
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It has always been the case that the agency regulations

implementing these OCCA requirements have exempted, inter

alia, “propellant actuated devices . . . manufactured, imported,

or distributed for their intended purposes.” See 27 C.F.R.

§ 555.141(a)(8) (2005) (current exemption); 26 C.F.R.

§ 181.141(i) (1972) (initial exemption). “Propellant actuated

device” is defined to mean: “Any tool or special mechanized

device or gas generator system which is actuated by a propellant

or which releases and directs work through a propellant charge.”

27 C.F.R. § 555.11 (2005).

Appellants claim that there is no known purpose for using

APCP other than as a rocket propellant. According to

appellants, hobby rocket enthusiasts use APCP in one of two

fashions. The material is sometimes shipped already in a rocket

motor and then used once in a model rocket. Alternatively, the

material is shipped as part of a reloadable motor kit in the form

of propellant modules, from which the rocket enthusiast

assembles the motor. Upon ignition, APCP in rocket motors is

designed to release its energy in a controlled, predictable, and

focused fashion to power the flight of the hobby rocket.

APCP was placed on the first “Explosives List” issued in

1971, see Commerce in Explosives, 36 Fed. Reg. 658, 675 (Jan.

15, 1971), and has remained on the list ever since, see

Commerce in Explosives; List of Explosive Materials, 70 Fed.

Reg. 73,483, 73,484 (Dec. 12, 2005). In April 1994, ATFE sent

a letter to Aerotech, Inc., a company that produces hobby

rockets, replying to the company’s inquiries regarding the

regulatory constraints affecting its business. ATFE explained

that “[d]uring the early 1970's when [ATFE] was assigned the

responsibility of enforcing the Federal explosives laws, it was

clear that [the agency] did not intend to regulate toy model

rockets which did not constitute a public safety hazard,” but that

“[i]t is also clear that ammonium perchlorate composite

propellants are explosives since they have been on the
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explosives list since the first list was published in 1971.” Letter

from ATFE to Gary C. Rosenfield, President, Aerotech, Inc.

(Apr. 20, 1994) at 1, Joint Appendix (“J.A.”) 106. The agency

declared that the exemption for propellant actuated devices

applies only to rocket motors that, inter alia, contain no more

than 62.5 grams of propellant, thus excluding APCP from

exemption. Id. ATFE also announced that, while fully

assembled rocket motors could qualify for the exemption, rocket

propellent prior to assembly cannot.

Appellants challenged this decision in a September 7, 1999

letter to ATFE, asserting that APCP does not function by

explosion and, therefore, ATFE lacked statutory authority to

regulate the material as an explosive. Appellants also argued

that any type of rocket motor, regardless of the amount of fuel,

is a propellant actuated device and therefore exempt from

regulation. Finally, appellants criticized what they considered

procedural defects in the promulgation of the explosives list,

arguing that ATFE had never enunciated any “criteria (specific

or general) for determining why the listed materials were

‘explosives,’ ‘detonators,’ or ‘blasting agents’” and that the

“absence of any criteria by which to make a determination that

APCP should be on the list . . . renders the explosives list both

over-inclusive and under-inclusive.” Letter From Appellants’

Counsel to ATFE (Sept. 7, 1999) at 12-13, J.A. 99-100.

In response, ATFE sent appellants a letter denying their

request that APCP be removed from the explosives list. In this

letter, ATFE declared that, because it functions by deflagration,

APCP is an explosive:

An item can “function by explosion” not only by

detonating, but also by deflagrating. While APCP does not

generally function by detonation, it most definitely

functions by deflagration; therefore, APCP is properly

deemed by ATF to “function by explosion” and is properly

classified as an “explosive.”
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Letter from ATFE to Appellants’ Counsel (Dec. 22, 2000) at 2

(“December 2000 Letter”), J.A. 73. The agency first noted that

some of the substances specifically itemized as explosives in

§ 841(d) burn too slowly to be characterized as detonating, thus

providing “a clear manifestation of Congress’s intention that

both detonating and deflagrating ‘compounds, mixtures, and

devices’ are to be considered” explosives. Id. at 4, J.A. 75. The

agency further stated that treating deflagrating materials as

explosives places the statutory definition in line with the

scientific definition, which ATFE recapitulated as follows:

While deflagration produces a reaction that is slower than

the reaction achieved through detonation, the deflagration

reaction is much faster than the reaction achieved by what

is more commonly associated with burning (such as with

the burning of a candle or with the burning that occurs in a

typical building- or forest-fire).

Id. (emphasis added). The agency never defined the threshold

for “much faster,” but it did cite a pyrotechnics text to further

articulate the relative measurements that distinguish various

forms of combustion:

Dr. Conkling indicates that the approximate reaction

velocity associated with detonation (he cites as examples

dynamite and TNT) is greater than one kilometer per

second; he indicates that the approximate reaction velocity

associated with deflagration (he cites as examples rocket

propellants, and confined black powder) is in the range of

“meters per second” [typically, the speed of deflagration

will be less than 326 meters per second – the velocity of

sound]; and he indicates that the approximate reaction

velocity associated with the more-common [sic] type of

burning is in the order of “millimeters per second.”

Id. at 5 n.5, J.A. 76 (first alteration in original) (quoting JOHN A.

CONKLING, CHEMISTRY OF PYROTECHNICS 2 (1985)).
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ATFE’s letter concludes that “[u]pon ignition . . . APCP

deflagrates,” because it “burns with oxidation taking place at a

rate slower than the oxidation rate in a detonation (though at a

rate much faster than is associated with typical burning).” Id. at

5, J.A. 76. To bolster this determination, the agency quoted the

National Fire Protection Association’s definition of “propellant”

as “an explosive material which normally functions by

deflagration,” and claimed that other expert organizations adhere

to similar definitions. Id. at 6-7, J.A. 76-77 (quoting NATIONAL

FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION, FIRE PROTECTION HANDBOOK

5-69 (16th ed. 1986)). After finding that APCP deflagrates,

ATFE rejected appellants’ argument that rocket motors are

propellant actuated devices and thus exempt from regulation.

Appellants brought suit against ATFE in the United States

District Court for the District of Columbia, challenging the

agency decisions rendered in the December 2000 Letter.

Appellants contended that § 841(d)’s definition does not extend

to deflagrating materials and that, in any event, APCP does not

function by deflagration. Appellants also objected to the

agency’s decision to deny sport rocket motors an exemption as

propellant actuated devices. And they contested ATFE’s

decision to establish thresholds for the regulation of certain

APCP rocket motors based upon their weight, design, and

intended use without first affording the public an opportunity to

comment on those thresholds.

On March 19, 2004, the District Court issued an opinion

addressing the parties’ cross motions for summary judgment.

Tripoli Rocketry Ass’n, Inc. v. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,

Firearms & Explosives, 337 F. Supp. 2d 1 (D.D.C. 2004). The

District Court noted that “a court should review scientific

judgments of an agency ‘not as the chemist, biologist or

statistician that we are qualified neither by training nor

experience to be, but as a reviewing court exercising our

narrowly defined duty of holding agencies to certain minimal
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standards of rationality.’” Id. at 8 (quoting Ethyl Corp. v. EPA,

541 F.2d 1, 36 (D.C. Cir. 1976) (en banc)). After reviewing the

statute and the record, the District Court “conclude[d] that the

ATF’s decision that APCP is a deflagrating explosive is

permissible.” Id. at 9. The District Court then granted summary

judgment to the agency on the issue of whether APCP is a

deflagrating explosive. However, the trial court invalidated

ATFE’s decision that sport rocket motors are not propellant

actuated devices, because it was rendered without

notice-and-comment rulemaking as required by the APA and

OCCA. Id. at 13. The court also noted that the agency had

commenced rulemaking on the disputed non-exempt status of

sport rocket motors that use more than 62.5 grams of APCP. Id.

at 14-15. The District Court delayed issuing any final judgment

on these two matters pending the agency’s completion of the

notice-and-comment rulemakings.

On October 21, 2004, appellants filed a motion requesting

the District Court to enter a final judgment, pursuant to Federal

Rule of Civil Procedure 54(b), on the issue of whether APCP is

properly classified as an explosive. The District Court

concluded that there was no just reason for delaying a final

judgment and granted appellants’ motion. See Tripoli Rocketry

Ass’n, Inc. v. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms &

Explosives, CA No. 00-273 (D.D.C. Dec. 21, 2004). Appellants

then filed a timely appeal.

II. ANALYSIS

This court reviews the District Court’s grant of summary

judgment de novo. Egan v. U.S. Agency for Int’l Dev., 381 F.3d

1, 3 (D.C. Cir. 2004). Appellants raise one issue in this appeal:

whether the administrative record supports ATFE’s decision to

characterize APCP as a deflagrating material, and thus an

explosive under § 841(d). Appellants do not challenge the

District Court’s decision that deflagrating materials are properly

defined as explosives under the statute. See Appellants’ Br. at
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17 (“[F]or purposes of this appeal it is assumed that a substance

whose primary or common purpose is to function by

deflagration is an ‘explosive.’”). The simple question before

this court is whether ATFE’s determination that APCP functions

by deflagration is “arbitrary, capricious, an abuse of discretion,

or otherwise not in accordance with law,” 5 U.S.C. § 706(2)(A).

ATFE’s decision cannot be sustained on the basis of the

current administrative record. The agency has never provided

a clear and coherent explanation for its classification of APCP.

We do not mean to suggest that the record mandates a

conclusion contrary to the agency’s. Rather, we simply find that

ATFE has never articulated the standards that guided its

analysis. “To survive review under the ‘arbitrary and

capricious’ standard, an agency must ‘examine the relevant data

and articulate a satisfactory explanation for its action including

a rational connection between the facts found and the choice

made.’” PPL Wallingford Energy LLC v. FERC, 419 F.3d 1194,

1198 (D.C. Cir. 2005) (quoting State Farm, 463 U.S. at 43

(internal quotation marks omitted)). ATFE has not met this

standard.

The fatal shortcoming of ATFE’s position is that it never

reveals how it determines that a material deflagrates. Scientific

sources reproduced in the record suggest that the defining

characteristic is burn velocity, but the agency never defines a

range of velocities within which materials will be considered to

deflagrate. We understand that it may be necessary for AFTE

to define a range flexibly, accounting for gray areas where

expert discretion is necessary to characterize a particular

substance. But, as a reviewing court, we require some metric for

classifying materials not specifically enumerated in the statute,

especially when, as here, the agency has not claimed that it is

impossible to be more precise in revealing the basis upon which

it has made a scientific determination. Yet, in this case, ATFE
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has provided virtually nothing to allow the court to determine

whether its judgment reflects reasoned decisionmaking.

AFTE’s unbounded relational definition – i.e., “the

deflagration reaction is much faster than the reaction achieved

by what is more commonly associated with burning” – does not

suffice, because it says nothing about what kind of differential

makes one burn velocity “much faster” than another. Ten

millimeters per second? A hundred? A thousand? The record

certainly suggests that expansive differentials are possible, even

among compounds containing APCP. One source in the

administrative record describes compounds containing APCP

with burn rates ranging from 3.81 to 101.6 millimeters per

second, see 8 SEYMOUR M. KAYE, ENCYCLOPEDIA OF

EXPLOSIVES AND RELATED ITEMS 416, 433 (1978), and there is

no reason to assume that the range illustrated in the record is

even exhaustive.

Appellants focus on the range of burn speeds illustrated in

the Encyclopedia of Explosives, arguing that “the administrative

record relied on by BATFE establishes without contradiction

that the highest burn rate for APCP rocket motors (101.6

millimeters per second) is a factor of ten below BATFE’s own

burn rate threshold for deflagration (1000 millimeters (or one

meter) per second).” Appellants’ Br. at 18-19. The agency’s

brief says virtually nothing in response to this. See ATFE’s Br.

at 13 (“Crucially, ATF did not draw the same conclusion as

appellants from the information there.”). Moreover, the burn

rates that ATFE attributes to detonation support appellants’

contention that detonation occurs at a speed representing a

different order of magnitude than the speeds reflected in the

Encyclopedia of Explosives.

In its December 2000 Letter, ATFE suggests that the upper

bound of burn velocity for a deflagrating material is 326 meters

per second – the speed of sound. See J.A. 76-77. In the same

letter, the agency also indicates “the approximate reaction
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velocity associated with detonation . . . is greater than one

kilometer per second.” Id. at 5 n.5, J.A. 76. What is one to

make of this? Obviously, there is such a wide potential for

disparity among the substances potentially classified as

explosives that the vague description “much faster” conveys no

information at all.

ATFE’s relational definition suffers from a further

methodological flaw: it designates no points of comparison. In

order to say that one item burns “much faster” than another, one

would need to know the speed at which each item burns. But

ATFE has never pointed to evidence establishing the data points

necessary to make a comparison. For one thing, ATFE has not

stated the burn velocity of APCP in the form relevant to this

regulation. The sections of the Encyclopedia of Explosives

reproduced in the record include tables displaying the burn

speeds of several compounds containing APCP in varying

proportions. See ENCYCLOPEDIA OF EXPLOSIVES AND RELATED

ITEMS, supra, 412-16, 433-36, J.A. 199-203, 220-23. Whether

the compositions listed in those tables approximate the features

of APCP when used for its “primary or common purpose” is

entirely unclear. Similarly, whether the conditions under which

these compositions were observed match those under which

APCP commonly functions is not ascertainable. Even if the

agency had provided representative measurements for APCP, it

would still need to identify the speed at which normal burning

occurs, which it has not done.

In defense of its unbounded comparative analysis, ATFE

insists that it had no burden to make more particularized

findings. The agency concedes that it “certainly could have

conducted experiments or otherwise researched burn rates

specific to APCP used in model rocket motors to bolster its

conclusion that APCP is capable of deflagration,” but claims

that “nothing in the OCCA or the APA required it to do so.”

ATFE’s Br. at 15. Unsurprisingly, then, rather than resting on
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concrete evidence to support its judgment, ATFE simply points

to evidence relating to the properties of “rocket propellants” and

claims deference on the basis of its presumed technical expertise

and experience. The purported evidence cited by the agency

does not support its determination in this case, and the cry for

deference is hollow.

ATFE makes three arguments, none of which are

persuasive. First, ATFE points to fire safety texts describing

“propellants” as deflagrating. See December 2000 Letter at 6-7,

J.A. 77-78. ATFE appears to assume, as a matter of simple

syllogism, that if some propellants deflagrate, and APCP is a

propellant, then APCP deflagrates. It is quite obvious that this

argument lacks a critical premise: nothing in the record shows

that all propellants burn at comparable rates. It may be that

“rocket propellant” is such a precise technical term that, once a

feature is attributed to it generally, the feature inheres in every

specific instance where the term applies. But nothing in this

record supports that conclusion. Generic statements about

“rocket propellants,” then, are not informative.

Second, the agency seeks to invoke its institutional

expertise as a licence for making unarticulated findings. It

accuses appellants of “quarrel[ling] only over a matter of

degree,” and asserts that determining the burn speeds definitive

of deflagration “requires a level of scientific expertise and

judgment that Congress has appropriately delegated to ATF and

which is particularly poorly suited for the judiciary to secondguess.”

ATFE’s Br. at 12. As noted above, ATFE has

overstated the degree of deference owed to it by the courts in a

case arising under the APA challenging an agency action as

arbitrary and capricious. Faced with a reasoned judgment about

what conclusions to draw from technical evidence or how to

adjudicate between rival scientific theories, we will not override

an agency’s discretion. “Particularly when we consider a purely

factual question within the area of competence of an
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administrative agency created by Congress, and when resolution

of that question depends on ‘engineering and scientific’

considerations, we recognize the relevant agency’s technical

expertise and experience, and defer to its analysis unless it is

without substantial basis in fact.” Fed. Power Comm’n v. Fla.

Power & Light Co., 404 U.S. 453, 463 (1972). But where an

agency has articulated no reasoned basis for its decision – where

its action is founded on unsupported assertions or unstated

inferences – we will not “abdicate the judicial duty carefully to

‘review the record to ascertain that the agency has made a

reasoned decision based on reasonable extrapolations from some

reliable evidence.’” Am. Mining Cong. v. EPA, 907 F.2d 1179,

1187 (D.C. Cir. 1990) (quoting Natural Res. Def. Council v.

EPA, 902 F.2d 962, 968 (D.C. Cir. 1990) (internal quotation

marks omitted)). Because ATFE has articulated no

“‘satisfactory explanation for its action including a rational

connection between the facts found and the choice made,’” id.

(quoting State Farm, 463 U.S. at 43 (internal quotation marks

omitted)), it is owed no deference for the action taken in this

case on this record.

Finally, ATFE directs our attention to the affidavit of John

A. Conkling, the author of the pyrotechnics text quoted in the

December 2000 Letter. In his affidavit, Conkling states that he

“consider[s] APCP to be a deflagrating material because it is

capable of rapid burning and can accelerate to deflagration

under pressure or confinement.” Conkling Aff. ¶ 11, J.A. 57.

For obvious reasons, this affidavit in no way aids the agency’s

cause in this case. For one thing, the affidavit was not taken

until after litigation in this case commenced. It is therefore not

a part of the agency record under review. It is well understood

in administrative law that the “focal point for judicial review

should be the administrative record already in existence, not

some new record completed initially in the reviewing court.”

Envtl. Defense Fund, Inc. v. Costle, 657 F.2d 275, 284 (D.C. Cir.

1981). The chief exception to this rule – situations “where
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‘there was such a failure to explain administrative action as to

frustrate effective judicial review’” – does not apply here,

because any “new materials should be merely explanatory of the

original record and should contain no new rationalizations.” Id.

at 285 (quoting Camp v. Pitts, 411 U.S. 138, 142-43 (1973)).

Moreover, even if we were inclined to credit the affidavit, it

proves nothing of consequence in this case. Conkling merely

offers a conclusory assertion that APCP deflagrates. But this

view in no way remedies ATFE’s problem in this case, namely,

the agency’s complete absence of standards for determining

when a particular material deflagrates.

III. CONCLUSION

ATFE’s authority to designate deflagrating materials as

explosives under § 841(d) is undisputed by appellants. But for

the agency to so designate a particular material, APCP, it must

establish that it is indeed a deflagrating substance. In this case,

the agency has articulated no standard whatsoever for

determining when a material deflagrates. We therefore remand

the case so that ATFE may reconsider the matter and offer a

coherent explanation for whatever conclusion it ultimately

reaches. Because ATFE’s designation of APCP as an explosive

was in place long before the present challenge, we will not

vacate the designation without first affording the agency an

opportunity to reconsider this matter. The case is hereby

remanded to the District Court with instructions to remand the

case to the agency for further consideration consistent with this

decision.
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Undercover cops getting sexual services 

Tom Jackman 

Washington Post 

Feb. 13, 2006 10:33 AM

They enter the massage parlors as undercover detectives. They leave as satisfied customers.

In Spotsylvania County, Va., as part of a campaign by the sheriff's office to root out prostitution in the massage parlor business, detectives have been receiving sexual services from "masseuses."

During several visits to an establishment called Moon Spa last month, detectives allowed women to perform sexual acts on them on four occasions and once left a $350 tip, according to court papers.

Spotsylvania Sheriff Howard D. Smith said the practice is not new and that only unmarried detectives are assigned to such cases. Most prostitutes are careful not to say anything incriminating, so sexual contact is necessary, he said.

"If I thought we could get the conviction without that, we wouldn't allow it," Smith said. "If you want to make 'em, this has to be done."

But numerous police and legal experts said they were not aware of other law enforcement agency in the country allowing sexual contact in prostitution investigations.

"It's insane," said Charles J. Key Sr., a retired Baltimore police lieutenant who trains police officers and federal agents across the country. "If you allow officers to go through with the act, they've violated the law. You don't get an exception for participating in a violation of law."

Harry "Hap" Connors, chairman of the Spotsylvania Board of Supervisors, was not aware county investigators were having sexual contact with suspects.

Typically, a verbal agreement to provide services, plus an overt act such as undressing or producing a condom, will support a charge of soliciting prostitution, according to prosecutors, defense attorneys, police officials and law professors.

Key and others said undercover officers need only obtain an offer of sex-for-money to make a case. "Most of the time, they can get (prostitutes) far enough where there's a solicitation," Key said, "an offer of sex, which is far enough to put them under arrest."

Jon Gould, a criminal law professor at George Mason University, said, "I've never heard of that anywhere else in any police department. You don't have to go through with the act to prove (solicitation)." He said it is an improper use of taxpayer dollars.

Smith said most "professionals" know better than to name an explicit act and a price. And at Asian-run parlors that have periodically sprung up in Spotsylvania, "they don't speak much English. There's not a lot of conversation."

Smith and Spotsylvania Assistant Commonwealth's Attorney Thomas Shaia likened the situation to investigators buying drugs from a drug dealer. But police officials and prosecutors in many jurisdictions said buying drugs is not analogous; officers purchase drugs for evidence, but don't use them.

Smith said his department's approach was not a secret, since detectives had testified to similar experiences in trials of other massage parlor operators.

Spotsylvania sheriff's deputies have shut down several massage parlors with the help of the Virginia attorney general's office, specifically its Financial Crime Intelligence Center. The director of the center, Edward Doyle, authored the affidavit for the raid last week on Moon Spa, which resulted in the arrest of Hae Suk Chon and Chung Hwan Choe, allegedly the spa's proprietors.

According to Doyle's affidavit, after receiving a tip about possible impropriety at Moon Spa, two unnamed Spotsylvania detectives promptly visited the spa and each paid $60 for 30-minute massages in separate rooms. A woman known only as "Mimi" gave the detectives baths, a brief massage, and then performed a sex act on each detective. "For her services, 'Mimi' was paid a $50 'tip,' " Doyle wrote. Police made two more visits with similar results.

Doyle said he did not want to comment on the propriety of sexual contact between investigators and suspects, referring questions to the sheriff.

Virginia Attorney General Robert McDonnell (R) declined to discuss the investigative techniques. "This investigation is a matter for local law enforcement," spokesman Tucker Martin said.

Key, the former Baltimore lieutenant, noted he would have concerns for the officers' health and psychological well-being, in addition to legal issues. 

<#==#>
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Judge bars Moussaoui from courtroom 

By MATTHEW BARAKAT 

Associated Press Writer

ALEXANDRIA, Va. (AP) -- A federal judge ruled Tuesday that confessed al-Qaida conspirator Zacarias Moussaoui will not be in the courtroom for jury selection at his upcoming death-penalty trial, after Moussaoui again defied the judge at a pretrial hearing.

U.S. District Judge Leonie Brinkema said her main reason for holding Tuesday's hearing was to determine "how Mr. Moussaoui plans to behave ... whether you plan to remain quiet ... or whether you plan to make speeches."

The 37-year-old Frenchman of Moroccan descent, who pleaded guilty last April to conspiring with al-Qaida to use aircraft to target U.S. buildings, then walked to the lectern and pulled out what appeared to be a handwritten speech. "You have been trying to organize my death for four years," Moussaoui told the judge.

He launched into yet another effort to disavow his court-appointed lawyers and in the process offered diatribes against President Bush and the French people.

At various points in a rambling speech, he called Bush "a crusader" who was "launching a new campaign of revenge against terrorists."

Despite his French citizenship, he said in heavily French-accented English: "I'm not French .... I stand here as a Muslim only. I do not stand here with a nation of homosexual crusaders."

As Brinkema repeatedly tried to quiet him, Moussaoui complained that for four years she had denied him an opportunity to explain his objections to the defense lawyers. "Today is my day," he plunged on. "If I can't make sure that those people are not going to represent me I know that I am dead."

He then referred to his three attorneys as a "federal lawyer," a "KKK" (Ku Klux Klan) and a "geisha."

Brinkema sternly broke in: "I'm not going to permit you to use a federal courtroom to malign your lawyers."

Without raising his voice, Moussaoui responded, "You own everything - the defense, the judge, the attack (prosecutors). I am al-Qaida. I am your sworn enemy."

To which Brinkema responded: "Mr. Moussaoui, you are the biggest enemy of yourself."

She asked again if he would remain quiet or leave. "I'm going to leave," he responded. He gathered his papers, leaving his text behind. "This is for you."

"God curse you and America," Moussaoui said as he left the courtroom. He was wearing a white knit cap and a green prison jumpsuit with "prisoner" in white block letters on the back.

Brinkema ruled that Moussaoui had forfeited his right to be present and will have to watch jury selection on closed circuit television from his cell at the courthouse.

Moussaoui was tossed out of court four times when jury selection began on Feb. 6 for outbursts in which he disavowed his court-appointed lawyers, proclaimed loyalty to al-Qaida, derided the trial as a circus and promised to testify truthfully about his role.

Lawyers will begin individual questioning of jurors on Wednesday, and opening statements are scheduled for March 6. The trial, expected to last one to three months, will determine what sentence Moussaoui receives: death or life in prison.

Moussaoui claims he had nothing to do with the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist plot but rather was training to fly a 747 jetliner into the White House later if the U.S. did not release an imprisoned radical Egyptian cleric. But he concealed that from federal agents who arrested him in Minnesota less than four weeks before 9/11.

Prosecutors will argue that federal agents could have prevented the attacks if Moussaoui had been truthful about his al-Qaida connections after his Aug. 16, 2001, arrest. To obtain the death penalty, the judge has said, the prosecutors must show that Moussaoui's lies were directly responsible for deaths in Sept. 11 attacks.

Defense lawyers argue that Moussaoui knew less about 9/11 beforehand than the government, and therefore had no knowledge that would have helped the FBI or any other government agency prevent the attacks.

Associated Press writer Michael J. Sniffen contributed to this report.

On the Net:

District court: http://www.vaed.uscourts.gov 
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what a bunch of hippocrites!!!! in america the fed shake down people who put porn on the internet but now they are bitching about foreign countries who do the same type of censorship
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U.S. moves to fight Internet censorship 

WASHINGTON (AP) -- The United States said Tuesday it plans to aggressively combat efforts by foreign governments to restrict Internet use.

At a news conference, Josette Shiner, a top State Department trade expert, called the Internet "the greatest purveyor of news and information in history." Too often, she said, the flow is blocked by government censors.

China, in particular, has been accused of manipulating the Internet to abuse its citizens' rights. U.S. lawmakers say American Internet companies have given China new ways to silence dissent in return for access to a booming market. Yahoo! Inc., for example, has been accused of helping Chinese police identify and convict a journalist who criticized human rights abuses.

Four U.S. Internet companies were scheduled to appear Wednesday at a House of Representatives hearing examining their business practices in China.

The State Department has formed a task force that will consider, among other issues, the foreign policy aspects of Internet freedom, including the use of technology to restrict access to political content.

Shiner said the U.S. government considers it a top priority "to do all we can to ensure maximum access to information over the Internet."

The United States, she said, has serious concerns about the protection of privacy and data throughout the Internet globally and, in particular, in China.

Undersecretary of State Paula Dobriansky said a U.S. team was traveling to China to discuss the issue with Chinese authorities.

<#==#>

mixing government and religion in the arizona state prison.

"Spiritual development is important," Corrections Director Dora Schriro said. "It's clear it contributes to everyone's overall growth and development and promotes the kinds of accountability and responsibility we try to instill.  ... Spirituality is one of the places you start."

The goal is to use biblical-based teachings to instill life skills, from spirituality to preparing for and keeping a job, and give inmates a new "filter" through which to make their choices, said William Anderson, executive director of Prison Fellowship in Arizona.

"What changes behavior? Cognition," said Chaplain Ben Davis who works at the Eyman prison. "If you change the way people think, you can change their behavior. - force christianity on the imates?

The annual budget for religious services is $1.7 million.

Article 2, Section 12 of the Arizona Constitution:

No public money or property shall be appropriated for or applied to any religious worship, exercise, or instruction, or to the support of any religious establishment.

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0215prisonfaith0215.html

Faith: Ray of light for state inmates 

Arizona finds religions make good path to rehabilitation 

Judi Villa 

The Arizona Republic 

Feb. 15, 2006 12:00 AM

FLORENCE - Geoffrey Burbank knelt in the corner of a prison chow hall, a small silver hammer medallion on his right shoulder. 

Burbank, 32, has been in and out of prison in three states, but this time, he says he has found something that just may change the course of his life: faith. More specifically, Asatrú, an ancient Norse religion that espouses family and nine "noble virtues" such as courage, honor, trust and discipline.

"Every other time I got out, it was always get back involved with drugs. Guns and drugs," said Burbank, who studied Asatrú for about a year before he knelt to take his oath of allegiance at the Arizona State Prison Complex-Eyman. The hammer on his shoulder represents the legendary magical weapon of the god Thor.

"This changed my outlook on life," Burbank said. "I got something else to look forward to when I get out. Maybe I can stay away from guns and drugs this time." 

Although religious services have long been a staple of prison life, officials across the nation are beginning to realize just how important faith can be in rehabilitating inmates. Advocates say just about every religion actually can change an inmate's character and fundamental value system, instilling a different way of looking at the world and making decisions.

As a result, crime could be diminished, the staggering costs of imprisonment could be reduced and communities could become safer. 

"Inmates are understanding the value of connecting with their faith to help them turn their lives around, to find some meaning and some hope," said Mike Linderman, administrator of pastoral services for the Arizona Department of Corrections. "Getting them more involved helps them understand how they fit into society and their responsibility to it."

Beyond mainstream 

In Arizona, prison religious programs have grown to unprecedented levels in the past two years as services have expanded to reach even the minority of inmates who don't practice the most mainstream religions. Monthly religious services have increased nearly 56 percent, and an estimated 9,000 inmates attend. 

Gone are the days when an inmate had to fit into one of five religions - Catholic, Protestant, Muslim, Jewish or Native American - to worship. Today at all the state's prisons, multifaith gatherings provide a weekly meeting time for inmates who are increasingly adhering to less common faiths like Wicca, Hinduism and Buddhism. In all, 60 religions are practiced by inmates.

In addition, mentors work with inmates before their release and connect them to a faith community that will continue to offer friendship, spiritual guidance and help finding housing and jobs when they are back on the streets. Faith-based mentoring problems now are in place at three Arizona prisons, and a fourth is coming onboard.

"Spiritual development is important," Corrections Director Dora Schriro said. "It's clear it contributes to everyone's overall growth and development and promotes the kinds of accountability and responsibility we try to instill."

At the Eyman prison in Florence, Chaplain Phil Kelley makes his rounds five days a week in the Special Management Unit. Donning a stab vest and goggles for protection, Kelley goes cell to cell talking religion and answering questions about Scriptures.

Outside a cell on death row, Kelley leans close and says a prayer: "Heavenly Father," he begins, "I thank you for this day and the gift of your blessings."

"Most religions do have a morality, a sense of taking care of their families, themselves, their community, their neighbors," Kelley said. "Generally, it's a positive influence."

Hope for the future 

Nationwide, nearly 2.3 million people are incarcerated in prisons or jails. Arizona's prisons house more than 33,500 inmates; all but about 4 percent will some day be released.

But roughly two-thirds of the nation's inmates are rearrested within three years of their release, and a quarter return to prison, numbers that seem to indicate something more needs to be done.

"What changes behavior? Cognition," said Chaplain Ben Davis who works at the Eyman prison. "If you change the way people think, you can change their behavior. . . . If you're not connecting them to something, there's no desire to change."

Since coming to Arizona nearly three years ago, Schriro has been implementing a "parallel universe," where inmates engage full time in activities that mirror those of the free world. 

Spirituality, along with education and job training, has become a key part of that, and the goal in coming years is to involve at least half of all inmates in religious programs.

The annual budget for religious services is $1.7 million.

"When you're talking about a population that's failed at so many things, you want everyone to get to the same place, which is to be accountable and responsible," Schriro said. "Where they all start varies. Spirituality is one of the places you start. Everybody's going to have to know how to find and get a job when they get out. They also have to know how to use their leisure time and do the right thing even when nobody is looking."

Chaplain Delbert Henderson said that inmates in religious programs have fewer disciplinary problems and that the way they interact with others changes. They find hope for the future, peace and respect for others. Perhaps even more important, "it gives them the opportunity to focus on something other than themselves; it instills values," Henderson said. "They replace old friends and old habits with new habits and a new lifestyle."

Changing philosophies 

Mark Earley, president of Prison Fellowship, based in Virginia, said prison systems across the country have reached a "real sort of crisis point." The costs of housing inmates and building prisons are increasing annually, and recidivism rates continue to be too high. "The philosophy has been to put them in prison, separate them from their communities and their families, and this will send a message that when they get out they will live a different life," Earley said. "That's just not true."

With record numbers of people incarcerated, 724 per 100,000 people nationwide, and more serving time for non-violent crimes fueled by alcohol and drugs, more people are behind bars who truly could be rehabilitated, Earley said.

Five states, but not Arizona, now have separate housing for inmates involved in faith-based rehabilitation programs. The InnerChange Freedom Initiative begins working with inmates 18 to 24 months before release, then continues working with them for six months after their release. Only about 8 percent of program graduates are incarcerated again within two years, Earley said. "People who generally change are people who have gotten to a point where they are broken," he said. "They have tried everything, and they are not able to change the things they do, so they come to Christ. 'God, help me.' "

The goal is to use biblical-based teachings to instill life skills, from spirituality to preparing for and keeping a job, and give inmates a new "filter" through which to make their choices, said William Anderson, executive director of Prison Fellowship in Arizona. "We believe that crime, at its root, is a moral issue," Anderson said. "If they don't have a genuine change of heart, a genuine adjustment of their character and their moral values, ultimately their change is not going to be permanent.

"We talk about education and preparing them for jobs and addressing substance abuse. Those things alone really just make for better educated, more clear-headed criminals, frankly, without that character adjustment. You've got to have all of them in place if you're looking for long-term success."

TJ Byrd, who immersed himself in the Asatrú faith after coming to prison 2½ years ago, said religion has "turned my life around . . . for the better."

"It has opened my eyes to just about every aspect of my life," said Byrd, 50. "Friendship, camaraderie, the love for my family. Faith and family are foremost."

Across the dining hall at the Eyman prison, seven Wiccan inmates gathered. One talked about working together, about making sure they complete their studies, about practicing patience and keeping their lives in balance.

"The groups teach me how to turn the negative to the positive," said Ronald Durham, 34, who has been practicing the Wicca religion for about a year. "If I wasn't into this religion, which I wasn't out there, I'd go back to the same old crap. . . . Now, I could turn that time into something positive."

Inmate John Butler, 37, said he learned to read and write in prison so he could study Wicca. Butler said that he is already a calmer man and that when he is released in nine more years, his life will be different.

"In our religion, it says do as you will, harm no one," Butler said. "I've learned that everything I put out to other people comes back to me threefold. When I get out, I'll only put out positive so positive can come back to me."
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http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0215wvdetective15.html

Fired detective gets reinstated after appeal 

Brent Whiting 

The Arizona Republic 

Feb. 15, 2006 12:00 AM 

BUCKEYE - Michael Haddad, a police detective fired Dec. 27 for sexual improprieties, was back on the job Tuesday after waging a successful appeal.

Haddad, a 14-year veteran, was accused by the police department of engaging in sex in a weight room at Buckeye High School with a consenting 18-year-old woman.

The reinstatement order was issued by Murel Stephens, a Buckeye constable who serves on the Town Personnel Board.

Stephens said Haddad should have been fired in 2001 by then-Police Chief Michael Carey but wasn't. Instead, he was given a verbal reprimand and told by Carey "to keep it quiet."

Five years have passed, so new town leadership "does not have the authority to undo what was addressed by those in power at the time," Stephens said.

Thus, it was impermissible "double jeopardy" when Haddad was fired late last year by Town Manager Carroll Reynolds at the urging of Police Chief Dan Saban, Carey's replacement, he said.

Haddad said that he is obviously pleased with the ruling.

During a Feb. 6 hearing, Saban testified he could work with Haddad if the detective were to be reinstated. Saban said Tuesday that he is happy that due process has been followed. For his part, Haddad previously has apologized for what he describes as poor judgment, according to town documents.

<#==#>
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Guard charged in Illinois jail escape 

By TARA BURGHART 

Associated Press Writer

AP Photo/JEFF ROBERSON 

CHICAGO (AP) -- When Darin Gater first explained how six detainees escaped from a Cook County jail, authorities said he described being held at bay with a makeshift knife as inmates set fire to a mattress to lure another guard to the scene.

Later, he told investigators he aided the escape to influence the upcoming sheriff's election by embarrassing outgoing Cook County Sheriff Michael Sheahan, a law enforcement official with knowledge of the investigation told The Associated Press.

Gater, 36, of Chicago was scheduled to appear in court Wednesday to face felony charges. He was charged Tuesday night with two counts of aggravated battery of a correctional officer, aggravated arson, escape and official misconduct. All six of the escaped inmates were captured.

Gater also was charged with possession of contraband - a shank, or homemade knife - in a penal institution and bringing contraband - a cell phone - into a penal institution, said Cook County state's attorney's spokesman John Gorman. 

The official who described Gater's alleged admission, first reported by the Chicago Tribune and Chicago Sun-Times, spoke on condition of anonymity because of the ongoing investigation.

An attorney with the Metropolitan Alliance of Police law enforcement union said Gater had retained a private attorney, but did not know the lawyer's name. A home telephone number for Gater was unlisted.

Richard Remus, who is running against Tom Dart - Sheahan's chief of staff - and Sylvester Baker Jr. for the Democratic nomination for sheriff, said he doubts reports that Gater was trying to help his campaign.

"An officer is going to sacrifice his life or family for political gain for somebody else? It's beyond my understanding of human nature - I can't see it," Remus said.

Remus said Gater has not worked on his campaign and is not a friend. Remus was once his supervisor at the jail.

Gater - a former Marine who worked in the sheriff's department for 11 years - initially said he went into the shower area and removed an inmate's handcuffs and leg irons to let him shower. He said the inmate threw hot soapy water on him and held him at bay with the knife.

The inmate then handcuffed Gater, put on his uniform and opened the electronic jail cell doors to let out six other inmates, according to Gater's original statements. Other inmates set the mattress fire to lure another guard, who was overpowered for his keys to unlock doors to a parking lot, he said.

Sheriff's department spokesman Bill Cunningham declined to comment on the charges, which came the same day the Chicago Police Department said its officers forwarded a tip about the escape to the sheriff's office hours before the inmates fled.

Police gave the information to Cook County authorities around 3:30 p.m. Saturday, police spokeswoman Monique Bond said. The six inmates broke out about midnight.

The jailbreak was the third at the Cook County Jail in the past 10 months. No inmates had escaped in the previous 10 years.

The sheriff's office said an officer at the jail followed proper procedure by forwarding the police department's tip to personnel assigned to the jail section where the plot supposedly was centered.

Cunningham said six jail officers on duty at the time of the jailbreak have been suspended with pay while the investigation continues. Gater is one of them.
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Former top prosecutor cited for driving while impaired 

PHOENIX (AP) -- A former U.S. attorney for Arizona was arrested on suspicion of driving while impaired Tuesday following a minor traffic accident, authorities said.

A. Melvin McDonald, now a prominent Phoenix defense attorney, was booked into a Maricopa County jail Tuesday afternoon and spent two hours there before being released on his own recognizance, said county Sheriff's spokesman Lt. Paul Chagolla.

Authorities said McDonald's car appeared to rear-end another vehicle while exiting Interstate 10 near downtown Phoenix about 8:30 a.m.

No one was injured, but the other driver suspected McDonald may be impaired and called authorities, according to state Department of Public Safety spokesman Rick Knight.

Knight said officers at the scene did field sobriety tests and then arrested McDonald, who later submitted to drug tests.

"The officers at the scene thought this may be a medication issue," Knight said. "They said he was very cooperative and polite."

"I'm a diabetic. I take insulin four times day. I may have had diabetic reaction," McDonald said in a telephone interview. "I do not drink and I am an advocate against drinking and driving."

Before becoming U.S. attorney in September 1981, McDonald served as a prosecutor and trial supervisor for the Maricopa County Attorney's Office from 1970-74. He was elected a Maricopa County Superior Court judge in 1974, serving through August 1981.

More recently, McDonald led a grand jury investigation into the January 2004 hostage standoff at a state prison in Buckeye.

He also conducted an investigation into former Arizona Corporation Commissioner Jim Irvin, who resigned from office over allegations that he influenced a bidding war for a gas company the commission regulated.
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Film shows U.S. as bad guys 

Turkish movie based on Iraq

Matthew Schofield 

Knight Ridder Newspapers 

Feb. 15, 2006 12:00 AM 

BERLIN - A Turkish-made film that portrays American soldiers in Iraq as brutal and callous killers is setting attendance records in Turkey and has just opened throughout Europe.

From the opening seconds to the dramatic conclusion, the movie, The Valley of the Wolves - Iraq, portrays Americans as wearing the black hats.

In one scene, an American doctor, played by actor Gary Busey, is furious because troops keep killing Iraqi prisoners before they reach the Abu Ghraib prison. The doctor's problem? If the Iraqis are dead, he can't harvest their organs to send to Israel.

The movie, the most expensive production in Turkish film history, has been a success in Turkey since it opened Feb. 3. Would-be viewers must wait weeks for tickets. Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan, according to Turkish press reports, recommended the film to friends after a private screening. His wife noted, "It's a beautiful film."

It's not clear how well the film will do in its wider European release. No weekend box-office figures are available. Theaters showing the film in Berlin were packed, managers said, but much of the crowd was of Turkish descent. The film has yet to be released in the United States.

U.S. military officers have advised troops in Europe to avoid theaters showing the film and not to discuss it with strangers, though interviews with filmgoers in Berlin found little anti-Americanism.

"This movie isn't about how horrible Americans are," said Beyhan Haci, 60, a Turk who has lived in Germany for years and has seen the film twice. "It's about the horrible mistakes the American government has made in Iraq."

Analysts in Turkey say that attitude isn't prevalent there.

"American soldiers are the bad guys around here, no question," said Sedat Laciner, director of the International Strategic Research Organization in Ankara, Turkey's capital. "But we are not so different in our attitudes than much of the rest of the world. And remember, Turkey is far less anti-American than any country in the Middle East besides Israel."

The movie is standard Hollywood action-adventure fare but with the villains wearing the Stars and Stripes. The heroes are dapper and kind; the Americans are slovenly, sadistic and stupid. An American who questions why a comrade is spraying a metal container full of Iraqi prisoners with bullets is quickly killed.

Some of the incidents in the film draw on actual events, though they're portrayed in such a way as to impose the worst of motives on the Americans: U.S. soldiers guffaw as they set dogs on prisoners at Abu Ghraib, lie in wait so they can target wedding guests when they celebrate with gunfire and open fire on a mosque just as the call to prayer is sounded.

Other scenes portray Americans as cartoonishly evil. When confronted by the Turkish hero, the main U.S. villain, played by American Billy Zane, surrounds himself with children, saying he knows the hero's "weak spot."

Yusuf Kanli, editor in chief of the Turkish Daily News, said the film is grounded in a real event known as the "bag incident," which cemented the movie's popularity in Turkey.

"Abu Ghraib is a deep wound, but it's war, and war is never clean," Kanli said. "But what happened in July 2003 can never be forgotten by any Turk."

In that incident, U.S. troops arrested 11 Turkish special-forces officers in Iraq and walked them from their headquarters with bags over their heads. It was considered a betrayal by a trusted ally. Turkish newspapers dubbed it the "Rambo Crisis." Opinion polls rank it as the most humiliating moment in Turkish history.

Fadi Hakura, who studies Turkish politics and culture in London for the British research center Chatham House, said that although "the bag incident" continues to rankle in Turkey, most Turks believe in improving relations with the United States. 

He noted that many Turks attend college in the United States, including the children of the prime minister.

"There is a noticeable shift in attitudes since the start of the war in Iraq," he said. "But I wouldn't call it anti-Americanism as much as a reflection of a great deal of anxiety about what the United States is doing in the region."
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i have read about people in arizona being arrested for drunk driving for just being drunk in a parked car on private property with the motor running. at least the cops cant shake people down for this in wisconson any more.

http://www.wbay.com/Global/story.asp?S=4500912

arrested for drunk driving just for sitting

MADISON, Wis. The state Supreme Court says a woman sitting in the driver's seat of a running parked car after drinking shouldn't be prosecuted for drunken driving.

The court ruled today there's no evidence Kristin Haanstad had operated the car, which would be a requirement for a conviction.

Court documents say Haanstad had been drinking in 2003 when she and two companions were sitting in a parked car in the Dane County village of Cross Plains.

Haanstad slid over to the driver's seat after the two others got out.

A police officer approached the car and asked Haanstad to take a field sobriety field test even though she said she had not been driving the car. He placed her under arrest after she failed the test.

A circuit court judge found her not guilty, ruling she had not physically operated the car and could not be convicted of drunk driving. An appeals court reversed, and the case ended up before the Supreme Court.

http://www.duluthsuperior.com/mld/duluthsuperior/13869980.htm

Court: Police can't arrest woman in parked car for drunk drivingJR ROSSAssociated PressMADISON, Wis. - Simply sitting drunk in the driver's seat of a parked car is not enough to warrant a drunken driving conviction, the Supreme Court ruled Tuesday.

Instead, one has to actually operate the car - anything from turning on the ignition to actually driving it - to violate Wisconsin's prohibition against operating while intoxicated, an unanimous court ruled.

The court ruled in favor of Kristin Haanstad, who had argued she should not be convicted of drunken driving after an officer found her behind the wheel of a running car. She was sitting with her feet and body facing the passenger seat as she spoke to someone else in the car.

"She did not turn on or turn off the ignition of the car. She did not touch the ignition key, the gas pedal, the brake or any other controls of the vehicle," Justice Louis Butler wrote for the court.

Haanstad met Timothy Satterthwaite at a bar in 2003 for drinks. Later that night, she gave Satterthwaite the keys to her car, and he drove the pair and Justin Cushman to a park where he had left his truck.

Haanstad slid over to the driver's seat while Satterthwaite helped Cushman into the truck. Satterthwaite then got back into the car - which was still running - to speak with Haanstad, who had her body and feet facing the passenger seat.

A police officer pulled up less than 10 minutes later. Cushman told the police officer that Satterthwaite was going to drive him home after speaking with Haanstad. The officer then asked Haanstad to perform field sobriety tests, which she failed, and she was cited for two operating while intoxicated offenses.

A circuit court judge dismissed the citations, ruling she had not physically operated the car and could not be convicted of drunken driving. An appeals court reversed the circuit judge's dismissal, and the case ended up before the Supreme Court.

Haanstad's attorney, John M. Gerlach, stressed the police can still arrest someone who is sitting drunk behind the wheel of a car even if it is not moving.

The court has previously ruled officers properly arrested a man who was found sleeping alone behind the wheel of his pickup, which he had parked on the side of a road. In that case, there was sufficient evidence the man was intoxicated and driving the truck before he pulled over.

The difference in this case is Haanstad had not driven the car and had not done anything to suggest she was operating it.

"My client never started it, never kept it operating," Gerlach said.

http://wfrv.com/topstories/local_story_045120830.html

Court: Not Drunk Driving If Just Sitting In Car

(AP) MADISON Simply sitting drunk in the driver's seat of a parked running car does not constitute drunken driving, the Supreme Court ruled Tuesday.

The court ruled there has to be evidence someone operated a vehicle to be convicted of drunken driving under Wisconsin law.

Kristin Haanstad had been drinking in 2003 when she and two companions parked their vehicle in a Dane County park, according to court records.

Haanstad was in the passenger seat of a running car but slid over to the driver's seat while her two companions left the vehicle. She sat in the driver's seat with her body and feet facing the passenger seat and eventually started talking to one of the men about their relationship after he got back into the car.

A police officer approached the vehicle and asked Haanstad to take a sobriety field test, even though she said she had not been driving. He placed her under arrest after she failed the test, according to court records.

A circuit court judge found her not guilty, ruling she had not physically operated the car and could not be convicted of drunken driving. An appeals court reversed the decision, and the case ended up before the Supreme Court.

<#==#>

http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/nation/20060216-1412-dog-crateescape.html

Dog trainer uses a crate to help inmate break out, authorities say 

By Margaret Stafford

ASSOCIATED PRESS

2:12 p.m. February 16, 2006

LANSING, Kan. – A dog trainer who did volunteer work at a prison ran off with a convicted killer after helping him escape in a dog crate loaded into the back of her van, authorities say. 

Toby Young, a 48-year-old married mother of two grown sons, was the founder of a program that rescued dogs from animal shelters and worked with inmates to train the pets and make them suitable for adoption. 

Authorities at the state prison at Lansing said seven inmates apparently helped pull off the escape Sunday by putting 27-year-old prisoner John Manard into the crate, then hoisting it into her vehicle. 

Two guards who were supposed to check the van before it left the prison did not do so, perhaps because they recognized and trusted Young, authorities said. 

Young was “well-known and well-liked by everyone,” Corrections Department spokesman Bill Miskell said. “It appears that her familiarity with the staff may have played a part.” 

Miskell refused to speculate on Young's possible motivation. Authorities have declined to say whether Young and the inmate were romantically involved. 

In preparation for the escape, Young gathered more than $10,000 in cash, took two guns from her home, bought a vehicle, rented a storage area and bought hair dye and an electric razor that could be used to alter her appearance or Manard's, investigators said. 

The state offered a $5,000 reward for information leading to Manard's arrest, but investigators acknowledged the two could be anywhere in the world by now. 

Young was known as the “Dog Lady” to inmates at the prison about 25 miles from Kansas City, Mo. In numerous news stories about her Safe Harbor Prison Dog program, Young spoke passionately about her desire to help both the dogs and the inmates improve their lives. 

Manard, who was serving a life sentence for murdering a man during a carjacking in 1996, was one of the inmates who helped train the dogs, and he was frequently quoted as praising the program. 

Young's family, including her firefighter husband, Pat, refused requests for an interview. On Wednesday, her father read a statement saying family members “simply don't have any ideas why or how this happened.” They assured Young they loved her and pleaded with her to come home. 

People who worked with Young on the dog program refused to talk to The Associated Press, with one saying they are too overwhelmed to discuss her disappearance. 

Before working at the prison, Young received training in which the boundaries between volunteers and inmates were made “extremely clear,” Miskell said. 

“Our training emphasizes to volunteers what they should and should not do for the inmates,” he said. “There is no doubt that she knew the boundaries.” 

Miskell said prison officials hope the dog program can continue. He said it has proved valuable in getting inmates to behave behind bars. 

<#==#>

http://www.rte.ie/news/2006/0217/guantanamo.html

Pressure on US to close Guantanamo camp

17 February 2006 16:03

The United States has received growing pressure to shut down the detention centre in Guantanamo Bay after a UN report on the camp recommended that it be closed.

The former Irish President and UN Commissioner for Human Rights, Mary Robinson, has said it is in America's own interests to act on the findings of the report.

She said the issue was a litmus test of whether or not there was an effective international system of human rights law.   

Earlier, the UN Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, said that the United States should close the detention camp as soon as possible. 

However, Mr Annan said he did not agree with all parts of a report published yesterday by UN human rights monitors. 

The report, which has been rejected by the White House, said the detention camp in Cuba should be closed and that prisoners there had been abused. 

The 54-page document pointed to cases of 'excessive violence' during transportation of detainees and force-feeding of hunger strikers.

The investigators also said the US military acted as judge, prosecutor and defence in the special trials at the base.

It called on US authorities to bring all detainees to trial under international law or release them without further delay.

US authorities criticised UN monitors for writing the report without having been to the facility.

The experts cancelled a planned visit to the camp last year because the US refused to give them free access to prisoners.

White House spokesperson, Scott McClellan said al-Qaeda detainees were 'trained to provide false information', including allegations of torture.

http://www.suntimes.com/output/terror/cst-nws-gitmo17.html

U.S. should close Guantanamo prison: Annan 

February 17, 2006

BY EDITH M. LEDERER

NEW YORK -- Secretary-General Kofi Annan on Thursday said the United States should close the prison at Guantanamo Bay for terror suspects as soon as possible, backing a key conclusion of a U.N.-appointed independent panel.

White House spokesman Scott McClellan rejected the call to shut the camp, saying the military treats all detainees humanely and ''these are dangerous terrorists that we're talking about.''

The panel's report, released Thursday in Geneva, said the United States must close the detention facility ''without further delay'' because it is effectively a torture camp where prisoners have no access to justice.

Annan told reporters he didn't necessarily agree with everything in the report, but he did support its opposition to people being held ''in perpetuity'' without being charged and prosecuted in a public court. This is ''something that is common under every legal system,'' he said.

''I think sooner or later there will be a need to close the Guantanamo [camp], and I think it will be up to the government to decide, and hopefully to do it as soon as is possible,'' the secretary-general told reporters.

The 54-page report summarizing a probe by five U.N. experts accused the United States of practices that ''amount to torture'' and demanded detainees be allowed a fair trial or be freed. The panel, which had sought access to Guantanamo Bay since 2002, refused a U.S. offer for three experts to visit the camp in November after being told they could not interview detainees.

Annan said the report by a U.N.-appointed independent panel was not a U.N. report but one by individual experts. ''So we should see it in that light,'' he said.

U.N. spokesman Stephane Dujarric said the report will be presented to the U.N. Commission of Human Rights, which appointed the panel, when it convenes on March 13 in Geneva.

Manfred Nowak, the U.N. investigator for torture who was a panel expert, told the Associated Press in Geneva that Guantanamo detainees ''should be released or brought before an independent court.''

''That should not be done in Guantanamo Bay, but before ordinary U.S. courts, or courts in their countries of origin or perhaps an international tribunal,'' he said. AP

http://lfpress.ca/newsstand/News/International/2006/02/17/1447718-sun.html

U.S. refuses to close Guantanamo camp

Fri, February 17, 2006

A UN report denounces the detention and trials of terrorist suspects.

By BETH GORHAM, CP

WASHINGTON -- The White House yesterday rejected a scathing United Nations report that says the United States should shut down its prison camp in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and either release or put on trial all the detainees. 

Only a handful have so far appeared before military tribunals, including Omar Khadr, the only Canadian held there. 

The 54-page report blasts the "arbitrary detention" of about 500 suspected terrorists, while taking aim at the special military tribunal system, saying the U.S. government "operates as judge, prosecutor and defence counsel." 

Secretary General Kofi Annan backed the report, saying Washington should close the prison as soon as possible. 

"I think sooner or later there will be a need to close the Guantanamo (camp) and I think it will be up to the government to decide and hopefully to do it as soon as is possible," Annan said. 

But White House spokesperson Scott McClellan dismissed the report -- prepared by five human rights experts over 18 months -- as a "rehash" of allegations from lawyers for some of the detainees. 

"We know that these are dangerous terrorists. They are trained to provide false information." 

A lawyer for Khadr, 19, said the report provides an opportunity for Canada to take a stand. 

"My hope is that Canada will now feel it can join the rest of the international community in speaking out to condemn Guantanamo and the military tribunals," Muneer Ahmad said. 

"The White House has backed itself into a corner. What's more interesting to me is what Canada now does. This strengthens their hand in protecting one of their own citizens." 

McClellan was also critical of the fact the experts didn't visit Guantanamo. They refused an invitation after they were told they couldn't talk to detainees. 

"The United Nations should be making serious investigations across the world . . . This was not one of them. It's a discredit to the UN when a team like this goes about rushing to report something when they haven't even looked into the facts. All they have done is look at the allegations." 

The UN report's findings were based on interviews, public documents, media reports, lawyers and a questionnaire filled out by the U.S. government. The investigators were not paid, although their expenses were covered. 

http://news.amnesty.org/index/ENGAMR510292006

USA: Amnesty welcomes UN call to close Guantánamo Bay – but it is tip of iceberg

Press release, 02/16/2006

Amnesty International welcomes today’s United Nations report calling for the closure of the US military detention centre at Guantánamo Bay and urges governments, human rights defenders and its members around the world to send a clear message to the US government that it is time for Guantánamo to go. 

The UN experts also concluded that interrogation techniques authorized for use at the facility violate the Convention against Torture; that international human rights law is applicable to the facility and that the US is obliged to either bring the detainees to trial under US law or release them.

Susan Lee, Director of Amnesty International’s Americas Programme said: "The report confirms concerns which AI has repeatedly raised with the US government. We have consistently called for the detention facility at Guantánamo Bay to be closed. The US can no longer make the case, morally or legally, for keeping it open.”

Guantánamo Bay is just the tip of the iceberg. The United States also operates detention facilities at Bagram Airbase in Afghanistan, Abu Ghraib and elsewhere in Iraq and has been implicated in the use of secret detention facilities in other countries, also known as 'black sites'.

All these facilities, including Guantánamo Bay, must be opened to independent scrutiny. All detainees should have access to the courts and should be treated humanely. These are basic principles that cannot be overridden even in time of war or national emergency. 

To date the US has rejected any independent inquiry into its overseas detention facilities, nor has Washington been prepared to cooperate with a Council of Europe investigation into 'rendition' of terrorism suspects.

The selective disregard for international law by the United States in the context of the 'war on terror' has enormous influence over the rest of the world. When the US commits serious human rights violations it sends a signal to abusive governments that these practices are permissible. This is why Guantánamo Bay is so important: it tells other governments that they can commit human rights violations in the name of counter-terrorism too.

<#==#>

Bush wants $115 billion more for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan - a total of $400 billion since the fighting started. thats a new request of $383 and a total cose of $1,333 for every man, woman, and child in the USA.

http://www.suntimes.com/output/news/cst-nws-cost17.html

Bush seeks $85 bil. for wars, storms 

February 17, 2006

BY ANDREW TAYLOR

WASHINGTON -- U.S. military spending for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan will rise to $115 billion for this year -- and nearly $400 billion since the fighting started -- under an emergency request the White House submitted Thursday.

A separate request for almost $20 billion in new hurricane relief funds would bring total spending in response to Katrina and Rita to more than $100 billion.

The Bush administration readied a $65.3 billion war request, and Pentagon officials said the money would be sufficient to conduct the two wars at least through Sept. 30. Congress had approved $50 billion more for the war effort in December.

The Pentagon told congressional staffers that the latest request assumes a U.S. force of 138,000 troops on the ground in Iraq through Sept. 30, the end of the fiscal year, even though the administration has signaled that troop numbers would fall below that this year.

12 more bodies found in Iraq

In Iraq on Thursday, the Shiite-dominated Interior Ministry announced an investigation into claims of death squads in its ranks as police found a dozen more bodies, bringing the number of apparent victims of sectarian reprisal killings to at least 30 this week. 

At least 27 other people were killed Thursday in violence across Iraq, including three tribal sheiks slain in a drive-by shooting.

The administration's supplemental spending request for the Iraq and Afghanistan wars would bring the total for those missions to almost $400 billion. President Bush's budget anticipates an additional $50 billion for the budget year beginning Oct. 1, though the costs are likely to be much greater.

Thursday's dual requests totaled $85 billion and came 10 days after Bush submitted his $2.8 trillion federal budget for 2007. In that submission, Bush proposed cuts for a variety of domestic programs.

The latest request includes $4.2 billion for foreign aid, such as $75 million to promote democratic institutions in Iran, and $514 million to support peacekeeping efforts in Sudan and to provide food aid there.

The request also includes $2.9 billion for intelligence gathering and other related activities.

Billions to compensate residents

The $19.8 billion being requested for hurricane relief along the Gulf Coast includes $4.2 billion in flexible community development block grants aimed at compensating Louisiana residents whose homes have been damaged or destroyed.

Despite enduring more damage than Mississippi, Louisiana received a bare majority of $11.5 billion in community development block grant funds -- much of the money to be devoted to compensating homeowners -- that was approved in December. That reflected the clout of Mississippi's congressional delegation.

An additional $1.5 billion would go toward levee repair and other flood control projects. Some $3.1 billion would go to repair and rebuild federal facilities such as military bases and a Veterans Administration hospital in New Orleans.

And, in a move sure to raise objections from conservatives who have been pressing to finance disaster aid through spending cuts, $9.4 billion is requested for the Federal Emergency Management Agency's disaster relief fund for debris cleanup, housing aid and other relief. The request comes less than two months after lawmakers took $23.4 billion from FEMA's coffers to help pay for a $29 billion Katrina relief bill.

AP

<#==#>

government fires up smoke and mirrors to get arround the $8 trillion national debt limit. if every man, woman, and child were to have an equal share of the $8 trillion debt they would each owe $26,666 - thats $26 THOUSAND dollars each. I have done this cacaulation many times and $26K is the correct ballpark figure!

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0217debtlimit0217.html

Government announces actions to avoid hitting $8 tril debt limit 

Martin Crutsinger 

Associated Press 

Feb. 17, 2006 12:00 AM

WASHINGTON - The Bush administration told Congress on Thursday that it has begun to use a government pension fund to keep from hitting the $8 trillion debt limit.

Treasury Secretary John Snow warned in a letter to congressional leaders that he would run out of room to make such maneuvers in about four weeks, meaning the government would lose the ability to meet its obligations unless Congress had raised the borrowing limit by then.

As of Tuesday, the government's borrowing subject to the limit stood $38.8 billion below the current debt limit of $8.184 trillion.

In his letter, Snow said Treasury would begin taking investments out of a $65.3 billion government employee pension fund called the G-fund.

By withdrawing investments, Treasury is making room on the government's books for increased borrowing.

Snow said he is utilizing a maneuver that has been employed by other Treasury secretaries during times when the government's borrowing levels were approaching the debt limit. Without the action, the debt limit would have been reached on Thursday, Treasury spokeswoman Brookly McLaughlin said.

Snow said once the debt limit was raised, he would make the employee pension fund whole, putting back the investments that had been withdrawn and making up any lost interest payments. The fund's formal title is the Government Securities Investment Fund of the Federal Employees Retirement System.

Treasury officials have other bookkeeping maneuvers that can be used, and they announced that as of Thursday they suspend sales of debt securities to state and local governments.

Treasury officials said they did not expect auctions of debt to the public to be disrupted as long as Congress acts soon to raise the debt limit.

While Congress is expected to raise the debt limit, Democrats hope to use the upcoming debate to highlight what they contend are the failures of the administration's economic policies.

The administration sent Congress a budget last week that on paper would cut the deficit in half by 2009, the year President Bush leaves office.

But Democrats contend the administration met its deficit-reduction goal only by leaving out major spending items such as the full costs of the Iraq war. 

<#==#>

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/opinions/articles/0217frilets174.html

We already chose freedom here 

Feb. 17, 2006 12:00 AM 

A letter writer asks, "So would the writer prefer a U.S. police state or a nuclear one?" ("You choose: police or nuclear state," Letters, Saturday): 

To answer the question simply: The United States is already a nuclear power that is quickly becoming a police state in the tradition of Soviet Russia, fascist Italy, communist China and Nazi Germany. We have a president who says his authority to listen in on phone conversations, without a warrant during wartime, is given to him by his "inherent" authority as commander in chief.

We have cities across the nation installing surveillance cameras to help "fight and deter crime." We have laws under the Orwellian name of the Patriot Act that allow the FBI to use "national security letters" to garner private information about you, all without a warrant. Heck, even the Department of Homeland Security sounds an awful lot like the Soviet "Committee for State Security," or KGB. 

We have American citizens who think it is patriotic to spout, "If you have nothing to hide, why not allow the government to search without warrants?" 

Our country was not founded on the principle that we have to choose security over freedoms. It was founded on the principles that our freedoms are the foundations for our security.

The question that should be asked is, "Why should we have to choose?"

Ted McIntyre

Phoenix, Arizona

<#==#>

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0217patriotact0217.html

Patriot Act extension advances 

Laurie Kellman 

Associated Press 

Feb. 17, 2006 12:00 AM 

WASHINGTON - The Senate pushed the Patriot Act a step closer to renewal on Thursday, overwhelmingly rejecting an effort to block it.

Passage is expected next month for extending the law that was passed weeks after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks as a weapon to help the government track terror suspects.

The 96-3 vote Thursday was no surprise to Sen. Russell Feingold, the Wisconsin Democrat who was the lone senator to oppose the law 4 1/2 years ago and is the chief obstacle to extending 16 provisions now due to expire March 10.

The changes Feingold was seeking included an amendment that would set a four-year expiration date on Patriot Act provisions regarding National Security Letters, or demands made to banks, libraries, Internet providers and others without warrants for records of their customers or clients.

Another amendment would require the government to notify the subject of a secret search within seven days or obtain court permission to maintain the secrecy for a longer period. The bill would give authorities 30 days after a search before they had to notify the subject. 

Under the deal struck with the White House to add more privacy protections, recipients of court-approved subpoenas for information in terrorist investigations would have the right to challenge a requirement that they refrain from telling anyone. 

The bill would also remove a requirement that an individual provide the FBI with the name of an attorney consulted about a National Security Letter. A third change, supporters say, makes clear that most libraries are not subject to National Security Letter demands for information about suspected terrorists.

<#==#>

NYC cops shot and kill 65 year old woman who refuses to drop a knife

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/C/CAT_DEADLY_CONFRONTATION?SITE=AZMES&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT

Feb 17, 7:26 AM EST

NY police shoot woman in stabbing incident 

By TOM HAYS 

Associated Press Writer

NEW YORK (AP) -- Officers shot and killed a 65-year-old woman after they said she stabbed her neighbor at least eight times in an apparent dispute over the woman's cat, and then refused their orders to drop her knife.

The cat, Dickie, suffered a serious stab wound to its right eye in the attack Thursday at a two-story apartment house on Staten Island.

Police spokesman Paul Browne defended the shooting, saying it appeared to be within departmental guidelines. It happened at about 8:15 a.m. after officers responded to a report of an assault in progress.

When the officers arrived, a handyman said he saw Stephanie Lindboe grabbing neighbor Linda Padula by her hair and repeatedly stabbing her in the head, neck and shoulder with a kitchen knife.

The officers found Padula, 59, bleeding profusely and pleading for help just inside the door of her apartment. As one of the officers went to her aid, Lindboe flung open the door of the apartment across the hall and brandished the knife over her head with both hands, police said.

The officer tried to retreat and civilian witnesses heard him shout, "Police! Drop the knife! Drop the knife!"

But Lindboe continued to move toward the officer, knife still raised, prompting him to fire two shots, police said. One shot hit her in the chest.

The woman was pronounced dead at Staten Island University Hospital; Padula was in serious condition with eight stab wounds.

Neighbors told police the argument may have been sparked because Dickie often defecated in the hallway.

It was unclear how Dickie was wounded. The cat was being treated at an animal hospital.

Family members told investigators that Lindboe had been under psychiatric care, but they gave no specifics about her illness.

<#==#>

Of course the Legislature isn't listening. In theory as this article assumes is the members of the Legislature are public servants and work for the people. But in reality the members of the Legislature are elected kings or royalty who work for themselfs and the special interest groups that helped elect them.

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0218citizens0218.html

Legislature isn't listening, citizens say 

Matthew Benson and Robbie Sherwood 

The Arizona Republic 

Feb. 18, 2006 12:00 AM

Retirees turned away from speaking on bills. Hearing rooms where citizens try unsuccessfully to commandeer the microphone. Public testimony limited to barely a peep on some important issues. 

What's going on at the Arizona Legislature?

Several high-profile confrontations during public hearings this session have left some critics to wonder whether the people's Legislature is becoming a little less for the, well, people. 

Take Bonnie Ford. The 65-year-old Queen Creek resident made the 1 1/2-hour drive to the Capitol a week ago, joining more than 100 others who planned to oppose a Taxpayer Bill of Rights-style measure. But House Appropriations Committee Chairman Russell Pearce, R-Mesa, limited testimony to one speaker against the bill and one in favor. 

Himself.

"I couldn't help feeling that there was a lot of arrogance there," said Ford, a representative of the All Arizona School Retirees Association who was making her first trip to the Legislature. "It may make for a very long day, but I think people's voices need to be heard." 

Adding to the frustration, Pearce didn't read into the record the names and statements of those who wanted to comment on the bill. Because of that, anyone watching the hearing might not have recognized the degree of public opposition.

Pearce is sponsoring the proposal, House Concurrent Resolution 2022, which the committee approved. He could not be reached for comment.

Chairpersons have authority to run their committees as they choose, and most say they try to manage things as efficiently and fairly as possible. This isn't the first session citizens have complained that they have been treated rudely or ignored when they step inside a legislative hearing room. 

But a combination of factors - highly emotional issues, a compressed schedule with lawmakers attempting to finish early and a sprinkling of heavy-handed chairmen - has turned up the temperature this year. 

"I think what the Legislature needs to remember is this is the people's Legislature," said Jack Lunsford, president and CEO of WestMarc and a 30-year veteran of Arizona lobbying on behalf of business, education and other interests. "I don't know that there's the level of sensitivity there used to be."

A flashpoint came Monday during a meeting of the House Federal Mandates and Property Rights Committee. 

Feeling their public testimony had been squelched on a series of immigration bills heard in the past few weeks, members of the Valley Interfaith Network, a coalition of clergy and others advocating for generally left-leaning social issues, took their stand during an unrelated proposal on auto brokers.

Interfaith lobbyist Tom Donovan attempted to take over the microphone and read a letter of protest. Committee Chairman Rep. Chuck Gray, R-Mesa, gaveled him down and called security, while dozens of Donovan's supporters chanted: "Let him speak! Let him speak!"

Gray asked House security to clear the protesters from the room, restoring order.

At the time, Gray said the step was needed to prevent "mob rule." 

On Thursday, Interfaith co-Chairman Dick White defended his group's actions. He said Gray routinely is cool to public testimony and noted that one Interfaith lobbyist had signed up to talk on 12 immigration measures over a two-week period. He was called to talk once for two minutes.

"If you can't get in when you're legitimately signed in on all 12 bills, then somewhere we have to break in and say this is not a Democratic process," White said. "If we don't take action, then they are just going to run roughshod and nobody gets a chance to be heard."

House Minority Leader Phil Lopes called the actions by Interfaith members "ill-advised" but said he understands their frustration and called the episode symptomatic of a greater problem.

"They believe they have been denied a voice," said Lopes, D-Tucson. "They have not been allowed to testify. They believe that this body turns a deaf ear to their viewpoints."

House Judiciary Chairman Eddie Farnsworth called the criticism "absolutely ridiculous" and dismissed it as "grandstanding." He said committee chairpersons must keep meetings moving, especially with the record nearly 1,600 measures introduced this session, and added that residents have many ways to get in touch with lawmakers

"The fact that there's a limited amount of time and the fact that people aren't allowed to speak for as long as they would like on every bill does not mean they don't have a voice," Farnsworth, R-Gilbert, said. "They have a voice in the elections. They have a voice with their individual legislators. They have a voice through e-mails. They have a voice through phone calls. They have a voice through letters. They have a voice through the media.

"They have a voice as loud as they want to make it. And the fact that somebody disagrees with what a chairman does, does not mean that the voice is stifled."

Some longtime legislative observers, however, suspect that the trend is toward less public input.

"Not only am I saddened by it, I hope they consider what it does to the public trust," said Lupe Solis, a lobbyist for the Arizona chapter of AARP. She has 15 years of legislative experience.

Sierra Club lobbyist Sandy Bahr said long-standing public frustration with the process has fueled a robust citizens initiative process in Arizona. Bahr said that typically issues that end up on the ballot as initiatives were first tried as bills at the Legislature. When Bahr began lobbying 16 years ago, there was more of a reform atmosphere with lawmakers opening up the process. 

"But over time, I've seen a reversal of that," Bahr said. "There's always time to hear the Chamber of Commerce lobbyist, sometimes twice, but not enough time to hear a citizen who took a day off work to speak on an issue. I assume that certain committee chairmen are going to be rude and disrespectful to me, but I'm here as a staff person. When you do that to a citizen who takes time out of their day, who took time off of work, I think it's outrageous when they do that to people."

Even the Arizona Chamber of Commerce and Industry, a group that usually wields its fair share of influence at the Capitol, has found itself on the outside looking in this session on certain high-impact immigration and budget bills.

Between two hearings this year, chamber lobbyist Scott Peterson was given three minutes to talk on a bill that would impose sanctions on employers that hire illegal immigrants. That's still three minutes more than the last time Peterson tried to comment on an employer sanctions bill two sessions ago.

Committee hearings are perhaps the best opportunity for lobbyists, advocates, opponents and everyday residents to stand before lawmakers and say their piece. From there, Solis said, bills are at the mercy of the rules and processes of the House and Senate and are less accessible, especially to average folks not savvy to the legislative machinery.

Sen. Carolyn Allen, chairwoman of the Senate Health Committee, commented Monday on the importance of giving people their say.

Though her committee meeting stretched on for several hours, she gave anyone who wanted to speak the opportunity. 

After a lengthy discussion on medical malpractice, the Scottsdale Republican said: "I am known for letting people speak and I don't cut people off, because I believe on issues like this if people make the trip to speak they should be heard.

<#==#>

mesa government workers - hard at work - sending each other porn and filthy jokes - and mesa claims they need a property tax to raise more money to provided needed government wokers??? 

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0218Disciplined0218.html

Mesa scolds workers in e-mail audit 

JJ Hensley 

The Arizona Republic 

Feb. 18, 2006 12:00 AM

Nearly 300 Mesa city employees are facing reprimands for sending personal e-mails on their work computers after an investigation showed wide misuse of the system.

City manager Chris Brady, who took office less than two months ago, announced the disciplinary action Friday and said the city will adopt a tougher computer-use policy as a result of the investigation. 

He said most employees sent personal e-mails that were not sexual in nature and will receive reprimands. About 35, however, sent sexually suggestive e-mails and will receive punishments that range from counseling to suspensions. About five other employees sent sexually explicit e-mails and will receive 240-hour unpaid suspensions and one year of probation that includes a frozen salary and a warning that further violations could result in being fired. 

No employees will lose their jobs over the incidents.

Brady blamed the lapses on a 2002 electronic-use policy that didn't allow supervisors to randomly monitor employee e-mails, and that made it difficult to enforce.

"It was obvious to me it was inadequate," Brady said. "That's going to change. We are going to have the absolute right to monitor anytime we see fit to." That the current policy is loosely enforced made it difficult to take more punitive measures against employees, Brady said.

The new policy will be in place in the next few weeks, Brady said. It will allow for random monitoring of employee e-mails and will reiterate the point that the city's e-mail system is for work purposes only. 

New policy 

Unlike the current policy, the new policy also will require employees to sign a statement verifying their understanding of the policy and that vio- lating it can result in termination.

The city began looking into e-mails on the heels of a sexual-harassment investigation following a complaint filed last November. 

A city employee filed the complaint, citing unprofessional bantering, teasing and name-calling of a sexual nature, said the city's personnel director, Sheryl Currell 

Trail of mail 

The employee accused of sexual harassment ultimately received a demotion and was placed on disciplinary probation, but as a result of the investigation, the city received permission to explore employee e-mails. That led to a trail of correspondence between employees and those outside the city that was largely personal in nature. 

The employees come from departments throughout the city, but Brady said most were lower-level employees who weren't aware of open-records laws that allow public access to correspondence on the city's e-mail system.

Mesa is not alone in fighting its employees' tendency to use work computers for personal correspondence.

More than three dozen Phoenix firefighters received reprimands last fall for abusing the city's e-mail system, including forwarding chain letters and viewing and forwarding pornography.

Their punishments ranged from written discipline to three-shift suspensions without pay.

<#==#>

for a pyromaniac, wanna be terrorist,  mad bomber, anarchist, ex-con or libertarian i bet this would be a fun convention to attend. and its only a few hours drive from any where in Arizona at Lake Havasu City! Remember that name - its the annual  "Winterblast"  held by the "Western Pyrotechnics Association convention" and go next year.

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/business/articles/0218buzz-bizbuzz18.html

'Pyros' gather for their annual big bang 

Feb. 18, 2006 12:00 AM 

If you happen to pass through Lake Havasu City this weekend, don't worry, you haven't entered a war zone.

The explosions you hear are just coming from a convention. The very loud Western Pyrotechnics Association convention.

"We really rock their town," said Russ Laurie, president of the 3,000-member association, which has been holding its annual "Winterblast" convention in Lake Havasu City for the past several years.

As the group's name implies, it is made up of professional fireworks manufacturers, distributors and show operators. Or, as they call themselves, "pyros."

For four days every February, they gather in Lake Havasu City to test and show off their newest products.

One of the highlights this year: The association plans to set off 1 million firecrackers hung on a steel cable. And there is the annual public extravaganza, scheduled for tonight, when the association shoots off more than $100,000 worth of fireworks.

"It's a Fourth of July show on steroids," Laurie said.

And what do the townspeople think if all that noise? "Some people like it, and some people don't," he said.

SNIP

<#==#>

annual "Winterblast" fireworks and explosives convention

for a pyromaniac, wanna be terrorist, mad bomber, anarchist, sucide bomber, ex-con or libertarian i bet this would be a fun convention to attend. and its only a few hours drive from any where in Arizona at Lake Havasu City! Remember that name - its the annual "Winterblast" held by the "Western Pyrotechnics Association convention" and go next year.

http://www.westernpyro.org/signup2.html 

http://www.pgi.org/PGIlinkclub.htm 

http://www.westernpyro.org/ 

http://www.pyrotechnics.org/ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Pyrotechnic_Association 

'Pyros' gather for their annual big bang 

Feb. 18, 2006 12:00 AM 

If you happen to pass through Lake Havasu City this weekend, don't worry, you haven't entered a war zone. 

The explosions you hear are just coming from a convention. The very loud Western Pyrotechnics Association convention. 

"We really rock their town," said Russ Laurie, president of the 3,000-member association, which has been holding its annual "Winterblast" convention in Lake Havasu City for the past several years. 

As the group's name implies, it is made up of professional fireworks manufacturers, distributors and show operators. Or, as they call themselves, "pyros." 

For four days every February, they gather in Lake Havasu City to test and show off their newest products. 

One of the highlights this year: The association plans to set off 1 million firecrackers hung on a steel cable. And there is the annual public extravaganza, scheduled for tonight, when the association shoots off more than $100,000 worth of fireworks. 

"It's a Fourth of July show on steroids," Laurie said. 

And what do the townspeople think if all that noise? "Some people like it, and some people don't," he said. 

<#==#>

lets force this lady to take drugs, even if it kills her, so the government can say she is sane enough to pub put on trail. damn! this sure sounds like the Kevin Walsh case!

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0218smart0218.html

Medication possible for kidnap suspect 

Debbie Hummel 

Associated Press 

Feb. 18, 2006 12:00 AM

SALT LAKE CITY - A judge is considering whether the woman accused in the 2002 abduction of Elizabeth Smart should be forcibly medicated in an attempt to restore her competency for trial.

Wanda Barzee, 59, was declared incompetent to stand trial and ordered to remain at the state psychiatric hospital, where she has refused to participate in therapy.

At a hearing Thursday, Barzee's psychiatrist, Dr. Kreg Jeppson, testified that she would likely benefit from medication, starting with low doses of an anti-psychotic drug.

Barzee refuses group therapy and medication, Jeppson said. Otherwise, he described her as a friendly person who gets along with others. Her delusions are religious and she views her stay at the hospital as a test by God, he said.

"She said Jesus Christ was the only physician she needed," Jeppson testified.

The drugs Jeppson would use have some side effects, including fatigue, dry mouth and metabolic syndrome, which could cause weight gain, elevated cholesterol levels or signs of diabetes. But he said he didn't think the drugs would seriously harm her or impair her ability to testify or recall facts.

Both Barzee and her husband, Brian David Mitchell, who also was declared incompetent, face charges of aggravated kidnapping, aggravated sexual assault, aggravated burglary and conspiracy to commit aggravated kidnapping in the 2002 kidnapping.

Mitchell is accused of snatching Smart, then 14, from her bedroom in June 2002.

Barzee is accused of helping keep her on a nine-month journey from homeless camps in the foothills behind the Smart family's upscale Salt Lake City house to Southern California and back. 

Smart was found on a street with Mitchell and Barzee in March 2003 and returned to her family.

<#==#>

6 1/2 years for an attempted crime that didn't even happen!!!!

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0218molestation18-ON.html

Gymnastics instructor gets prison sentence for molesting two boys 

Associated Press

Feb. 18, 2006 09:45 AM

MESA, Ariz. - A Mesa gymnastics instructor has been sentenced to 6 1/2 years in prison in the molestation case of two boys he taught.

Police arrested David Pyles in June after the parents of one of the boys came forward.

He pleaded guilty on Jan. 10 to two counts of attempted molestation of a child.

Pyles faced a five-year minimum sentence Friday in Maricopa County Superior Court under the plea deal because he had two victims, according to prosecutors.

Pyles, who worked at USA Gymnastics, said he recognized he had a problem and tried to get counseling. He even quit a previous coaching job to avoid molesting children.

<#==#>

school bus drivers asked to snitch on terrorists. of course the next thing the feds will do is ask the school bus drivers to snitch on the kids they take to and from school, and last on the parents of the kids and on their fellow school bus drives. the police state is now at your local grad school. heil hitler!

http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1110AP_School_Bus_Drivers_Terrorism.html

Friday, February 17, 2006 · Last updated 8:39 p.m. PT

School bus drivers join the terror watch

By BEN FELLER

AP EDUCATION WRITER

NORFOLK, Va. -- The war on terror has a new front line - the school bus line. Financed by the Homeland Security Department, school bus drivers are being trained to watch for potential terrorists, people who may be casing their routes or plotting to blow up their buses.

Designers of the School Bus Watch program want to turn 600,000 bus drivers into an army of observers, like a counterterrorism watch on wheels. Already mindful of motorists with road rage and kids with weapons, bus drivers are now being warned of far more grisly scenarios.

Like this one: terrorists monitor a punctual driver for weeks, then hijack a bus and load the friendly yellow vehicle with enough explosives to take down a building.

An alert school bus driver could foil that plan, security expert Jeffrey Beatty recently told a class of 250 of drivers in Norfolk, Va. After all, bus drivers cover millions of miles of roads. They know the towns, the kids, the parents.

"The terrorist is not going to be able to do some of their casing and rehearsal activity without being detected by one of you," said Beatty, an anti-terrorism veteran of the CIA, FBI and the Army's Delta Force. The more people watching, he told the drivers, the safer the community will be.

With bus drivers becoming informal intelligence gatherers, the reach of homeland security is growing - not exactly what parents think of when their kids head to the bus stop.

The program demands strong oversight, said John Rollins, a former senior Homeland Security intelligence official now with Congressional Research Service.

Otherwise, he said, some bus drivers could think of themselves as undercover agents.

"Today it's bus drivers, tomorrow it could be postal officials, and the next day, it could be, 'Why don't we have this program in place for the people who deliver the newspaper to the door?'" Rollins said. "We could quickly get into a society where we're all spying on each other. It may be well intentioned, but there is a concern of going a bit too far."

Most school bus drivers do the job part-time, often to supplement other income. Many are retirees, mothers with young children, people between jobs, or school employees who also work as mechanics, janitors or classroom aides, according to government and industry officials.

The drivers are not being trained to be police. Their role is to report suspicious behavior to dispatchers, who alert the police and funnel tips to a national analysis center.

The new effort is part of Highway Watch, an industry safety program run by the American Trucking Associations and financed since 2003 with $50 million in homeland security money.

Leaders of Highway Watch worked with the school bus industry to tailor training for drivers, who are trusted each day to ferry 25 million children to and from school.

So far, tens of thousands of bus operators have been trained in places large and small, from Dallas and New York City to Kure Beach, N.C., Hopewell, Va., and Mt. Pleasant, Texas.

"As a bus driver, going down the same streets and going into the same neighborhoods every day, you know when there's a car that shouldn't be there," said Bob Pearson, who drives a school bus in Fairfax County, Va. "You have to realize that a school bus goes everywhere."

When he worked as a homicide detective, Pearson gathered tips from everyone on the roads - truck drivers, trash men, mail workers. So to him, recruiting bus drivers is logical.

Down in Norfolk, Shelita Hill, a driver for 23 years, acknowledged that she never thought of her school bus as a target of terrorism until she heard Beatty speak. Neither had many others in the class.

"He woke us up," Hill said.

Schools are the kind of target that terrorists want, Beatty said: a place where an attack could have huge symbolic impact and lead to mass casualties and spectacular images.

To underscore the point, he reminded drivers of Beslan, Russia, where terrorists stormed a school in 2004, killing 331 adults and children in a storm of gunfire and explosions.

In Virginia, bus drivers were taught how to identify and evaluate unusual activity. What drew your attention to this person in the first place? Is someone unfamiliar taking photos or drawing sketches of the area? Is the person asking a lot of questions about the bus route?

Then the drivers got tips on how to report what they saw: Jot down facts immediately. Back away from the situation to get a broader view. Are there accomplices?

Next came the security sweep. Drivers were shown how to inspect their buses, not just for routine maintenance flaws, but also for tampering by terrorists. A bus has lots of hiding places for a bomb - the glove box, luggage bins, the engine compartment, the first-aid kit.

Victor Manuele, a longtime school bus driver in New York and now in Norfolk, said he has been doing pre-trip safety inspections for years. Just not for explosives.

"I don't think I ever thought about, 'Oh, well, here, let me check my bus for a bomb,'" Manuele said after the training. "So, you know, all of that stuff is very helpful."

Kenneth Trump, a school safety consultant who tracks security trends, said being prepared is not being alarmist. "Denying and downplaying schools and school buses as potential terror targets here in the U.S.," Trump said, "would be foolish."

When drivers finish their training, they get confidential School Bus Watch ID numbers. They are reminded never to profile people as suspicious based on culture or ethnicity.

"They know what looks right and what looks wrong," Beatty said. "All we can do is ask them to use their judgment."

--

On The Net:

School Bus Watch:

http://www.highwaywatch.com/about-us/sbw.html

Department of Homeland Security:

http://www.dhs.gov

National Association for Pupil Transportation:

http://www.napt.org

National School Transportation Association:

http://www.yellowbuses.org

National Association of State Directors of Pupil Transportation Services:

http://www.nasdpts.org

<#==#>

whats this krap about leadership skills??? leaders lead willing people! rulers force people to obey their rules and punish people who disobey!

the tempe city council members are RULERS just like a king or dictator and they tell the citizens tempe what to do. and if the citizens refuse to obey their rules they either jail or kill the citizen who disobeys. thats how rulers differ from leaders!

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=59416

Leadership skills define race for Tempe City Council  

By Garin Groff, Tribune 

February 18, 2006 

If there’s a burning issue that’s ignited the public’s passion in the race for Tempe City Council, it’s been lost on the five candidates. 

The campaign for three seats on the council isn’t defined by any big issue, controversy or personality clash. Rather, the five candidates are appealing to voters on their personal leadership abilities or activism. 

Incumbents Len Copple and Ben Arredondo say Tempe’s headed in the right direction, in part because they’ve been on the council. Challengers Shana Ellis, Onnie Shekerjian and Corey Woods say they offer a fresh voice, though they have levied mild criticisms at a few proposals for new programs or approaches. One area that has illuminated differences is a proposed topless club on McClintock Drive in north Tempe. 

In a recent debate, Arredondo and Shekerjian said they oppose that kind of business and would vote against it. 

That has since triggered some criticism from opponents who note the U.S. Supreme Court has ruled the First Amendment protects adult businesses. 

Communities can restrict them to industrial areas and place other requirements on them without effectively banning them. 

Arredondo said in a subsequent interview that his opposition wasn’t necessarily absolute. He said he’d explore legal strategies to justify a vote against it. 

“I know about the freedom. I know about the Constitution,” Arredondo said. “But I’m going to vote for the community.” 

Shekerjian said she believes studies of topless clubs show they lead to higher divorce rates and more spousal abuse. She said her vote might end up being a lone protest vote. 

“I’m really torn because I do support constitutional rights but I don’t want to encourage them to come in,” Shekerjian said. 

Copple, a retired attorney, scoffed at the idea of pledging to vote against an adult business regardless of the specifics. 

“I think that’s irresponsible,” Copple said. 

The city would open itself up to a lawsuit if the council voted against a business that met rules the city has in place, such as setbacks from neighborhoods and other legal requirements. 

Tempe has severely limited the places adult businesses can go to just two small industrial areas, he said. 

Copple said he doesn’t want the business and will look for legally justified ways to stop it. 

Ellis also said she doesn’t want the club but would need legal justification to avoid a lawsuit. 

“People aren’t electing me to vote purely on my emotions,” she said. 

Woods said he couldn’t prejudge the issue because there’s no formal proposal. 

“I’m not going to impose my morality on the city of Tempe,” Woods said.

Contact Garin Groff by email, or phone (480) 898-6554 

<#==#>

It seems like some people think this law flushes the first amendment on the web down a toilet!

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0219cyberstalking0210.html

Some say law on Net stalking is 'annoying' 

Richard Willing 

USA Today 

Feb. 19, 2006 12:00 AM

WASHINGTON - It didn't get much publicity, but an anti-stalking bill passed by Congress recently makes it a federal crime to "annoy" someone over the Internet.

And that's really beginning to bug some people.

"It's a stupid law that has slipped in under the radar," said Clinton Fein, a San Francisco-based artist who runs annoy.com, a Web site that he said offers "unique and irreverent" commentary on politics and culture. "Who says what's officially annoying? Is that a business we really want our government to be in?"

The law makes it a crime to anonymously "annoy, abuse, threaten or harass" another person over the Internet.

Rep. Jim McDermott of Washington inserted the provision into legislation that reauthorized the federal Violence Against Women Act. It carries a prison sentence of up to two years and an unspecified fine for those convicted of violations. President Bush signed the bill into law Jan. 5.

McDermott said he was prompted to act by the case of Joelle Ligon, a Seattle woman who was sent menacing e-mails, falsely accused of resume-padding in messages to co-workers and impersonated in sex-oriented Internet chat rooms from 1998 to 2003.

Some of the communications were traced to a former boyfriend in South Carolina. He was sentenced to five years of probation and 500 hours of community service after he was prosecuted under a federal telecommunications law that protects against harassment.

To eliminate questions over whether phone law applied to the Internet, McDermott pressed for the new legislation. The language "annoy, abuse, threaten or harass" was taken directly from the telephone law.

Mike DeCesare, a spokesman for McDermott, said the new law is not intended to curb free speech.

"This is about bad people doing bad things. . . . It relates to somebody who does something to somebody else," he said. "It's not about posting something on a message board. It's got to be direct, one-to-one communication."

No one has been prosecuted under the new law, DeCesare said. 

Critics are not satisfied. Fein said it is unclear whether the law refers to annoying "conduct" or simply an e-mail whose message irritates its recipient.

"No one knows what this means," Fein said. "That in itself has a chilling effect."

Barry Steinhardt, a lawyer who specializes in privacy issues at the American Civil Liberties Union in New York City, said the new law's chief problem is the "subjective nature" of the word "annoy."

"Words like threaten, harass and abuse can be defined by what a reasonable person understands them to mean," he said. "Anyone who's ever had their spam filter stop something they wanted, or let something through that they didn't, knows that deciding what is annoying is something else again."

He said the ACLU is considering whether to ask a federal court to declare the new law unconstitutional because it's too vague.

A scholar who specializes in cyberlaw said the law could be difficult to overturn.

Susan Brenner, a University of Dayton law professor and a consultant to the Secret Service on cyberlaws, said courts likely would read "annoy" together with the words that follow it - "abuse, threaten or harass" - and conclude that the law refers to specific behavior.

In 2004, the 6th Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals used that reasoning to uphold the conviction of Erik Bowker, an Ohio man who had stalked a Youngstown television reporter via telephone.

But in 1999, a federal Appeals Court in Washington, D.C., ruled that a man could not be prosecuted for "annoying" conduct because he had telephoned the U.S. attorney seven times to complain about a case that had been brought against him. The calls, the court found, were political speech protected by the First Amendment.

<#==#>

http://www.reviewjournal.com/lvrj_home/2006/Feb-12-Sun-2006/opinion/5629511.html

Feb. 12, 2006

Copyright © Las Vegas Review-Journal 

VIN SUPRYNOWICZ: Where never is heard a discouraging word 

Last time, we were examining George W. Bush's attempt to rewrite history in his Jan. 31 State of the Union speech; the president strongly implying it was Iraq that harbored and dispatched the terrorists who attacked this country on Sept. 11, 2001 (a fascinating fabrication), and further asserting that if we were to pull out of Iraq now, that country would soon be run by Osama bin Laden and Abu Musab al-Zarqawi (if true, a stronger condemnation of the mess created by the president's invasion than any yet mounted by his opponents).

As any performer will quickly adjust his act to eliminate lines that draw unwelcome cackles of scorn and disbelief, the retention of such howlers provides a strong warning against the practice of having the president try out his material only in front of friendly audiences -- military personnel whose careers would suffer if they broke out in uncontrollable giggling, members of Congress who would be shocked only if they heard something that wasn't carefully crafted to mislead, etc. 

Even Dick Nixon, who no one liked, occasionally surprised folks by showing a little physical courage as he wandered outside the White House fence to strike up a conversation with the ever-present war protesters.

In comparison, how do Bush's gatekeepers respond when someone tries to break through the hermetic seal and bring him face to face with a different view of the wará

The State of the Union address featured a moment of carnival barking, the mawkishness of which now passes unnoticed simply because it has become so familiar. The family of a dead Marine (in this case, Staff Sgt. Dan Clay) was asked to stand and take a bow as the president read from the dead trooper's final letter: "It has been an honor to protect and serve all of you. I faced death with the secure knowledge that you would not have to. ... Never falter! Don't hesitate to honor and support those of us who have the honor of protecting that which is worth protecting."

The dedication and courage of our fighting men stand unchallenged. But the fact that staff sergeants will do their duty, regardless, cannot be taken as evidence that a war is wise or just.

Quite the contrary. Asked to prove the sergeant's sacrifice was justified, the president can hardly be allowed to use the sergeant's unquestioning willingness to accept the president's assurance that his war was just as evidence that his war was just.

Using a bereaved family in this manner for political advantage should be out of bounds. Particularly when another bereaved Army mother is barred from the hall for attempting to politely register an opposing view. 

Iraq war opponent Cindy Sheehan, whose son was killed while driving a Humvee in Sadr City in 2004, says she was reluctant to go to the State of the Union. "I knew George Bush would say things that would hurt me and anger me, and I knew that I couldn't disrupt the address because Lynn (Rep. Lynn Woolsey, D-Calif.) had given me the ticket and I didn't want to be disruptive out of respect for her," Sheehan wrote to supporters the following day. "Lynn's office had already called the media and everyone knew I was going to be there, so I sucked it up and went," Sheehan says.

Sheehan was wearing a shirt that asked the question "2245 Dead. How many moreá"

"I met one of Congresswoman Barbara Lee's staffers in the Longworth Congressional Office building and we went to the Capitol via the underground tunnel. I went through security once, then had to use the restroom and went through security again," she said.

"My ticket was in the fifth gallery, front row, fourth seat in. The person who in a few minutes was to arrest me, helped me to my seat.

"I had just sat down and I was warm from climbing three flights of stairs back up from the bathroom so I unzipped my jacket. I turned to the right to take my left arm out, when the same officer saw my shirt and yelled, 'Protester.' He then ran over to me, hauled me out of my seat and roughly (with my hands behind my back) shoved me up the stairs. I said something like 'I'm going, do you have to be so roughá' 

"The officer ran with me to the elevators yelling at everyone to move out of the way. When we got to the elevators, he cuffed me and took me outside to await a squad car. On the way out, someone behind me said, 'That's Cindy Sheehan.' At which point the officer who arrested me said: 'Take these steps slowly.' I said, 'You didn't care about being careful when you were dragging me up the other steps.' He said, 'That's because you were protesting.' Wow, I get hauled out of the People's House because I was 'protesting.'

"I was never told that I couldn't wear that shirt into the Congress," Sheehan writes, "I was never asked to take it off or zip my jacket back up. If I had been asked to do any of those things, I would have, and written about the suppression of my freedom of speech later. I was immediately, and roughly (I have the bruises and muscle spasms to prove it) hauled off and arrested for 'unlawful conduct.' "

The New York Times later reported the charge against Sheehan was dropped -- but only after Republican Rep. C.W. "Bill" Young, R-Fla., raised a ruckus about his own wife also being expelled from the hall for violating the "unwritten rule" against shirts bearing political messages. In Beverly Young's case, the message was "Support the Troops -- Defending Our Freedom."

Needless to say, being pro-war, Mrs. Young was neither handcuffed nor arrested.

"After I had my personal items inventoried and my fingers printed, a nice sergeant came in and looked at my shirt and said, '2,245, huhá I just got back from there,' " Sheehan continued. "I told him that my son died there. That's when the enormity of my loss hit me. I have lost my son. I have lost my First Amendment rights. I have lost the country that I love. Where did America goá I started crying in pain.

"What did Casey die forá What did the 2,244 other brave young Americans die forá What are tens of thousands of them over there in harm's way for stillá For thisá I can't even wear a shirt that has the number of troops on it that George Bush and his arrogant and ignorant policies are responsible for killing.

"I wore the shirt to make a statement. ... I did not wear it to be disruptive, or I would have unzipped my jacket during George's speech. If I had any idea what happens to people who wear shirts that make the neocons uncomfortable, that I would be arrested ... maybe I would have, but I didn't."

Sheehan was released four hours later, well after the speech concluded. She says she is exploring a First Amendment lawsuit. "It is time to take our freedoms and our country back," she says. "I don't want to live in a country that prohibits any person, whether he/she has paid the ultimate price for that country, from wearing, saying, writing, or telephoning any negative statements about the government."

Am I endorsing Sheehan's politics in generalá Certainly not. I think we're more into Voltaire territory here, the great Frenchman having supposedly said, "I do not agree with what you have to say, but I'll defend to the death your right to say it." 

George W. Bush didn't personally order Sheehan's arrest. But he hasn't condemned it. Addressing her empty seat that night, however, he did say, "Every step toward freedom in the world makes our country safer, so we will act boldly in freedom's cause. ... No one can deny the success of freedom, but some men rage and fight against it."

The president then defended his practice of wiretapping Americans without warrants and called for a renewal of the Patriot Act, offering no compromise to those who worry about the extent to which these things infringe the Bill of Rights.

Vin Suprynowicz is assistant editorial page editor of the Review-Journal and author of "Send in the Waco Killers" and the new novel "The Black Arrow." His Web sites are www.TheLibertarian.us or www.LibertyBookShop.us.

<#==#>

one thing elected officials always do is to try and impress the public that they are actually doing something, even if that just involves going thru the motions and talking about some bogus issue. 

i guess this is one of those cases. everytime i have read about a narco-tunnel being discovered on either the mexican or canidian borders the feds have quickly shut it down. but here Sen. Dianne Feinstein and Sen. Jon Kyl are pretending to try and do something. Im sure narco-tunnel are already illegal under other laws but these two federal senators want to get up on their soap boxes and pretend they are doing something by sponsering this silly unneeded law.

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0220tunnel-law0220.html

Legislation aims to outlaw tunneling under border 

Billy House 

Republic Washington Bureau 

Feb. 20, 2006 12:00 AM

In the post-Sept. 11 world, building a tunnel under the border to sneak into the United States is obviously illegal, right? 

Well, maybe not illegal enough.

On Tuesday, Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., plans to introduce a bill that will spell out, specifically, that such burrowing is a federal offense in this era of heightened border security and terrorism concerns.

Her bill, which Sen. Jon Kyl, R-Ariz., is co-sponsoring, is to be unveiled at a news conference at the warehouse near the Otay Mesa port of entry in Southern California, where authorities in January uncovered a tunnel from Tijuana.

Feinstein's spokesman, Scott Gerber, would only say, "We're not releasing details of the bill until Tuesday." 

Kyl's office, deferring to Feinstein's, had little to add.

Laws exist to prosecute people for illegally entering this country, as well as for smuggling drugs, people, weapons or other contraband. 

But Feinstein wants to add specific anti-tunneling legislation.

Reporter Susan Carroll contributed to this article.

<#==#>

Even sleeping in your car can be DUI. David Euchner is a Pima County Public Defender. i guess this re-enforces my statement that the DUI are more often about raising revenue for the government then they are for public safety!

To: lpaz-discuss@yahoogroups.com 

From: "maywood2008" gonzolawyer@comcast.net

Date: Mon, 20 Feb 2006 13:51:30 -0000 

Subject: [lpaz-discuss] Re: now you actually have to be driving the car to get busted for drunk driving - at least in wisconson 

--- In lpaz-discuss@yahoogroups.com, mike ross <getlibdis@...> wrote:

>

> i have read about people in arizona being arrested for

> drunk driving for just being drunk in a parked car on

> private property with the motor running. at least the

> cops cant shake people down for this in wisconson any

> more.

In Arizona, you can be charged with DUI not merely for driving, but 

for being in "actual physical control" of a vehicle. We routinely see 

cases prosecuted where a guy is too drunk to drive home so he sleeps 

it off in his car. He has the keys in his pocket and he's behind the 

wheel, so he's in actual physical control. It's a load of crap, but 

the prosecutors routinely sell it to the jury (who does not always 

convict in cases such as this).

David Euchner

<#==#>

Arizona Republic

Monday, Feb 20, 2006

Sheriff's Office Car hits elderly pair in Sun CIty

SUN CITY - An elderly couple were struck and  injured by a Maricopa County Sheriff's deputy heading to a domestic-violence call late Sunday.

The man and woman, in their 70s, were crossing midblock about 7 p.m. near 99th Avenue and Bell road when the deputy hit them.

They wre taken to hospitals with non-life threatening injures, a sheriff's spokesman said.

The deputy's speed was unknown. An investigation is ongoing.

<#==#>

for some folks DMT is legal :)  I guess its time for me to join a church!

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/S/SCOTUS_RELIGIOUS_TEA?SITE=AZMES&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT

Feb 21, 10:42 AM EST

Court allows church's hallucinogenic tea 

By GINA HOLLAND 

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court ruled unanimously Tuesday that a small congregation in New Mexico may use hallucinogenic tea as part of a four-hour ritual intended to connect with God.

Justices, in their first religious freedom decision under Chief Justice John Roberts, moved decisively to keep the government out of a church's religious practice. Federal drug agents should have been barred from confiscating the hoasca tea of the Brazil-based church, Roberts wrote in the decision.

The tea, which contains an illegal drug known as DMT, is considered sacred to members of O Centro Espirita Beneficiente Uniao do Vegetal, which has a blend of Christian beliefs and South American traditions. Members believe they can understand God only by drinking the tea, which is consumed twice a month at four-hour ceremonies.

New Justice Samuel Alito did not take part in the case, which was argued last fall before Justice Sandra Day O'Connor before her retirement. Alito was on the bench for the first time on Tuesday.

Roberts said that the Bush administration had not met its burden under a federal religious freedom law to show that it could ban "the sect's sincere religious practice."

The chief justice had also been skeptical of the government's position in the case last fall, suggesting that the administration was demanding too much, a "zero tolerance approach."

The Bush administration had argued that the drug in the tea not only violates a federal narcotics law, but a treaty in which the United States promised to block the importation of drugs including dimethyltryptamine, also known as DMT.

"The government did not even submit evidence addressing the international consequences of granting an exemption for the (church)," Roberts wrote.

The justices sent the case back to a federal appeals court, which could consider more evidence.

Roberts, writing his second opinion since joining the court, said that religious freedom cases can be difficult "but Congress has determined that courts should strike sensible balances."

The case is Gonzales v. O Centro Espirita Beneficiente Uniao Do Vegetal, 04-1084.

On the Net:

Supreme Court: http://www.supremecourtus.gov

<#==#>

A method citizens can use to attack crooked government officials who pass unconstitutional laws???? Probably

http://www.azcentral.com/community/ahwatukee/articles/0222lienfraud0222.html

Questionable liens hit Arizonans

Convicted debtor faces Calif. charges

Robert Anglen

The Arizona Republic

Feb. 22, 2006 12:00 AM

A financial setup orchestrated by a convicted criminal has left more than a thousand homeowners in Arizona and California facing illegitimate liens on their homes.

The liens are being used to force people to pay thousands of dollars to a California collection agency. In order to get the liens lifted, homeowners are told by the agency that they must pay credit-card debts that, in many cases, have already been paid, written off in bankruptcies or aren't actually owed.

An Arizona Republic investigation found that Pacific States Credit Co. has filed more than 600 such liens in Maricopa, Pima and Pinal counties, as well as hundreds more in several counties in southern and northern California over the past two years.

The owner of Pacific States, Jeff McCoon, has a criminal record for defrauding businesses in Colorado, where he is wanted for arrest, accused of violating the terms of his probation. He also is awaiting trial in California on 148 felony counts of attempted extortion, forgery and filing false documents over liens he filed against homeowners in Orange County.

But authorities in Arizona were unaware that McCoon has been operating here since 2004, filing liens, threatening people with lawsuits, demanding payments for questionable debts and, in at least one case, forcing someone to sign over the deed to his home.

Steve Wilson, spokesman for the Arizona Attorney General's Office, said the allegations raise serious concerns.

"If they are true, we want to look into the case," he said.

McCoon, who lives in Oakhurst, Calif., a small farming community near Modesto, did not respond to repeated interview requests at his business. The phone number for Pacific States is answered by a message for another McCoon business, a corporation registered in the Bahamas as Sierra Consumer Acceptance.

John Brewington of Phoenix, who filed a complaint about McCoon with the attorney general this month, said authorities need to act fast.

"I think anyone who has ever had a debt is at risk from this guy," said Brewington, whose friend was hit with a lien. "In fact, anybody in the community is at risk. . . . I would strongly suggest that every person check their credit and check their property records."

Liens, which can ruin credit and prevent owners from selling or refinancing, cloud title to property. Someone trying to sell or refinance a house is often required to pay off a lien before the transaction can be completed. Liens are traditionally filed in cases in which real estate was used as collateral but can also be filed against homeowners for failure to pay income taxes and by contractors who are owed money for work on a home.

McCoon, however, has been filing liens based on credit-card debt, records show, even though legal and financial experts say typical credit-card debt is not secured by real estate. County records, court documents and letters from Pacific States show that McCoon has filed liens and then demanded payment for credit-card debt, along with payments for penalties and interest.

Court records show that liens sometimes were filed against people who never owed debt or against people who had discharged the debt years earlier in Bankruptcy Court.

Homeowner's surprise

Phoenix homeowner Kim DeGeorge said she didn't learn that Pacific States had filed a lien against her home until she tried to sell it last month.

"We had no idea. We didn't know until the first contract on our home was about to be signed," she said.

The lien was based on a Bank of America Visa card, which had been written off when the DeGeorges filed for bankruptcy. The lien stalled the sale for a couple of weeks.

"We called and called and called," DeGeorge said. "Finally, I left a message saying I was getting a lawyer."

A few days later, the lien was terminated.

"We didn't know what we were going to do. My husband wanted to pay it off and try to get it back later, just so we could sell the house," DeGeorge said.

Court records in Orange County, Calif., show that McCoon sent demand letters to escrow officers, offering to release the liens upon payment via wire transfer into his bank account.

He also sent homeowners documents titled "summons and complaint," along with copies of the liens, giving some the impression that they were being sued. But records showed the "summons" was never filed with the court.

"He doesn't give people an opportunity to prove the debts are valid. He files the liens as an opening salvo," said Leslie Young, Orange County deputy district attorney. "Eight of our victims never owed anybody any money in their lives."

Young has charged McCoon with 148 felony counts stemming from liens he filed against 144 homeowners in Orange County from 2003 to 2005.

Investigating McCoon

McCoon, who pleaded not guilty in Orange County last year, is free on $150,000 bond. But this is not his first run-in with the law.

On Feb. 10, a warrant was issued for McCoon's arrest in Arapahoe County, Colo., stemming from a 1996 conviction that earned him 14 years' probation. The warrant was issued after McCoon stopped making restitution to a series of businesses that authorities say he bilked out of $475,000.

In the Orange County case, eight homeowners paid McCoon a total of $75,025 to make liens go away, according to an affidavit to search McCoon's home and business.

Young said some of the liens were filed against parents whose children racked up credit-card debt. Others were cases of mistaken identity.

In one case, a disabled senior citizen couldn't sell her house because of the lien. Sandra Kellerman told prosecutors she didn't know the lien existed until she attempted to sell her home and retire to Florida. She said her real estate agent and the escrow officer sent numerous messages to Pacific States asking about the lien.

When those calls went unanswered, Kellerman said she was forced to put $50,000 in an escrow account to act as collateral against the lien. The money is still in escrow, and Kellerman's retirement plans have been put on hold.

Young said her investigation found that McCoon filed hundreds of liens in four other California counties.

Young said McCoon has indicated that some liens may have been filed by mistake because he collects both unsecured and secured debts and treats all of them the same.

Court records and interviews indicate he buys credit-card debt from a company called Unifund in Cincinnati.

Unifund buys bundles of debts at auction from banks and sells them to outside collection agencies. It pays pennies on the dollar for a chance to collect money from debtors that banks have written off.

Unifund Vice President Jeff Schaffer said virtually all the debt it buys is unsecured, meaning it has no connection to real estate.

Even if the credit-card debt was secured, it would apply only to items purchased with the card and not real estate, according to legal and financial experts. It would not result in a property lien.

Owner loses home

In Arizona and California, McCoon filed the liens through county recorders' offices, which have no authority to determine if liens are legitimate.

"If it meets the proper format, we record it," said Barbara Frerichs, a manager with the Maricopa County Recorder's Office. "Unfortunately, the laws don't even require the signature of the debtor."

She said her office was not aware of the liens filed by McCoon. But after reviewing them, Frerichs said her office will ask for an investigation.

"I'll definitely turn this over to our county attorney. We'll also turn it over to the Attorney General's Office," she said.

But any action will likely be too late to help Joe Peck.

"(McCoon) told me, if I didn't pay, he was going to take my house," the 31-year-old Peck said. "I was naive and scared. . . . I believed what he told me."

Peck, who owned a modest home in Chandler, said McCoon contacted him in 2004 over a Providian Visa card that he had stopped paying in 2001. Although the original debt was for $2,600, McCoon demanded $7,000 in penalties and interest.

"I begged him not to take my house. I told him, 'My daughter was born in this house,' " Peck said, choking back tears. "He offered to put me on a payment plan."

To qualify for McCoon's payment plan, Peck said he had to sign documents McCoon provided him, one of which was a deed to his house.

A year later, Peck filed bankruptcy and stopped paying. That's when he said Pacific States initiated foreclosure.

"(McCoon) said, 'That paper you signed says you can't file bankruptcy, and you still owe me,' " Peck said. "He said I signed away the rights to my house and he was going to take it."

Peck said his bankruptcy included the Providian Visa credit card, which was not secured by real estate. But instead of fighting McCoon, Peck said he quickly deeded his house to a real estate agent, who agreed to assume the mortgage and pay off Pacific States.

"(McCoon) got $7,000, and I lost my house," said Peck, who lives in an Ahwatukee apartment with his wife and daughter.

"I'm just an average guy. I didn't know any better," Peck said. "He scared me into thinking I was going to lose everything. He did a good job of it, too."

<#==#>

hmmm..... the president has done nothing but he is bragging that as a result of his great presidentship --- he nation is on the verge of technological breakthroughs that would "startle" most Americans. If you can't do something productive then baffle em with bullshit!

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0221bush-energy0221.html

President: Energy advances are near

Breakthroughs will 'startle' Americans

Deb Reichmann

Associated Press

Feb. 21, 2006 12:00 AM

MILWAUKEE - Saying the nation is on the verge of technological breakthroughs that would "startle" most Americans, President Bush on Monday outlined his energy proposals to help wean the country off foreign oil.

Less than half of the crude oil used by refineries is produced in the United States, while 60 percent comes from foreign nations, Bush said during the first stop on a two-day trip to talk about energy.

Some of these foreign suppliers have "unstable" governments that have fundamental differences with America, he said.

"It creates a national security issue, and we're held hostage for energy by foreign nations that may not like us," Bush said.

He is focusing on energy at a time when Americans are paying high power bills to heat their homes this winter and have only recently seen a decrease in gasoline prices.

One of Bush's proposals would expand research into smaller, longer-lasting batteries for electric-gas hybrid cars, including plug-ins. He highlighted that initiative with a visit Monday to the battery center at Milwaukee-based auto-parts supplier Johnson Controls Inc.

During his trip, Bush is also focusing on a proposal to increase investment in development of clean electric power sources and proposals to speed the development of biofuels such as "cellulosic" ethanol made from wood chips or sawgrass.

Energy conservation groups and environmentalists say they're pleased that the president, a former oil man in Texas, is stressing alternative sources of energy, but they contend his proposals don't go far enough. They say the administration must consider greater fuel-efficiency standards for cars, and some economists believe it's best to increase the gas tax to force consumers to change their driving habits.

During his visit to Johnson Controls' new hybrid battery laboratory, Bush checked out two Ford Escapes: one with a nickel-metal-hybrid battery, the kind that powers most hybrid-electric vehicles, and one with a lithium-ion battery, which Johnson Controls believes are the wave of the future. The lithium-ion battery was about half of the size of the older-model battery. In 2004, Johnson Controls received a government contract to develop the lithium-ion batteries.

Today, Bush plans to visit the Energy Department's National Renewable Energy Laboratory in Golden, Colo., to talk about speeding the development of biofuels.

The lab, with a looming $28 million budget shortfall, had announced it was cutting its staff by 32 people, including eight researchers. But in advance of Bush's visit, Energy Secretary Samuel Bodman over the weekend directed the transfer of $5 million to the private contractor that runs the lab, so the jobs can be saved.

The department "has been informed that the NREL lab director will use these funds to immediately restore all of the jobs that were cut earlier this month due to budget shortfalls," the department said in a statement Monday.

"Our nation is on the threshold of new energy technology that I think will startle the American people," Bush said. "We're on the edge of some amazing breakthroughs, breakthroughs all aimed at enhancing our national security and our economic security and the quality of life of the folks who live here in the United States."

Later Monday, Bush visited the United Solar Ovonics Plant, which makes solar panels, in Auburn Hills, Mich., outside Detroit.

"This technology right here is going to help us change the way we live in our homes," Bush told reporters.

He said he was impressed with the growing commercial uses of solar energy.

"Roofmakers will one day be able to make a solar roof that protects you from the elements and, at the same time, powers your house," Bush said. "The vision is this: that technology will become so efficient that you'll become a little power generator in your home, and if you don't use the energy you generate you'll be able to feed it back into the electricity grid."

Rep. Ed Markey, D-Mass., questioned Bush's energy policies Monday, saying the administration also supports subsidies for luxury SUVs.

<#==#>

government nannies are doing the best they can to make this guys life horrible. 

http://www.grandforks.com/mld/grandforks/news/state/13919566.htm

Posted on Mon, Feb. 20, 2006

Tolna rancher says 'Don't tread on me'

Associated Press

TOLNA, N.D. - The wooden sign outside Cory Christofferson's Benson County farm says "Tired Out Ranch."

Christofferson is waging a battle with the state over the 15 miles of fence on his land made from 350,000 used tires, stacked on their sides four or five high between the waters of Stump Lake and Devils Lake.

The state Health Department has ordered Christofferson to remove the tires, saying they are hazards.

"You can't just be piling stuff on a farm and saying it's a fence, while it's posing a health and environmental hazard," said Steve Tillotson, assistant director of the Health Department's waste management division. "You can't just take solid waste and line it up. You could take bales of garbage and do the same thing and call it a beneficial use."

Christofferson, 50, is fighting the state in court but has already lost one battle.

Last November, an administrative law judge ruled that the fences were not a "beneficial use" of tires and that the Health Department had the right to manage them as solid waste and order their removal.

Christofferson, who said it could cost him up to $500,000 to haul away and dispose of the tires, has appealed to state district court.

Christofferson said the fences that form 20-acre paddocks across 200 acres create grazing areas for livestock, a snow fence for a county road and a tourist attraction.

"To me, tires are a building block. You can build all kinds of things," he said.

Christofferson has a letter from the Health Department dated July 23, 1997, that says photos of his tire fences "show that you are using the scrap items in an orderly and beneficial manner as you previously explained to the department."

"My question is, when did it go from beneficial to nonbeneficial?" Christofferson said.

Tillotson has visited Christofferson's farm numerous times over the past seven years. He said the 1997 letter also makes clear that Christofferson gave the department assurances "that insect, rodent and fire concerns will not be a problem or will be properly managed."

"He's got no fire controls, no insect controls and hasn't done anything to address the liability," Tillotson said. "The way he portrayed it is not the way he is doing it."

Tillotson said the tires are a fire hazard and also could harbor mosquitoes with West Nile virus. And, "Someone at some point in time is going to have to clean them up," he said.

Christofferson said he does not buy the argument.

"With all these swamps out here and they are worried about the mosquitoes from my tires?" he said.

Howard Pare, who lives about 1 1/2 miles from Christofferson and serves as township chairman, said he does not think the tire fences are a problem.

"I was more worried you might get a tornado," he said, laughing. "(Tires) can go all over the country."

Tillotson said his department has tried to work out a plan with Christofferson for several years, to no avail.

"He's a real nice, hardworking guy. We don't begrudge him anything," Tillotson said. "But, gee whiz, we can't just ignore this. We're not doing our job if we do."

Christofferson said he lives in an isolated region. "Nobody lives out here, and it works," he said.

His attorney, Doug Goulding, said Health Department regulations use the term "beneficial use" but don't define it. However, he said Christofferson has a "tough row to hoe" in getting the administrative law judge's ruling overturned.

State Sen. Mike Every, D-Minnewaukan, said he sympathizes with Christofferson and has talked to State Health Officer Terry Dwelle about the matter. But he said Christofferson also has to be willing to compromise.

"He's got to be willing to work with these folks, or, if they want to, they are going to squash him," Every said.

ON THE NET

Christofferson site: http://www.tiredoutranch.com

State Health Department: http://www.health.state.nd.us/

Information from: Grand Forks Herald, http://www.grandforks.com/mld/grandforks/

http://www.grandforks.com/mld/grandforks/13908889.htm

Posted on Sun, Feb. 19, 2006

NORTH DAKOTA: Don't tread on me

Tolna rancher fights state over tire fences

By Stephen J. Lee

Herald Staff Writer

TOLNA, N.D. - On a hill between the waters of Stump Lake and Devils Lake, Cory Christofferson feels like he's between a rock and a hard place.

Or perhaps, the rubber and the road.

The wooden sign waving in the wind at the gate to his farm announces, "Tired Out Ranch."

Possessed by an unusual idea a decade ago to build good fence cheap out of used tires, the 50-year-old farmer spent years hauling them to his farm here in the hilled prairie wetlands of Benson County.

He's got about 350,000 tires, most of them stacked on their sides, four or five high in straight lines, 15 miles worth, making 20-acre paddocks across 200 acres for intensive grazing by livestock.

Now, state officials have ordered him to haul the tires off his land.

Christofferson is taking them to court.

After years of wrangling with the state Health Department, which first approved of his tire fence idea, Christofferson lost Round 1 in November. That's when an administrative law judge ruled, after hearing the case in Bismarck, that Christofferson's fences were not a "beneficial use," of tires and that the Health Department had the right to manage them as solid waste and order their removal.

That will ruin him, and he's already broke from fighting this long, Christofferson said.

He says it could cost him up to $500,000 to haul away and dispose of them.

His attorney, Doug Goulding of Devils Lake, filed an appeal in state District Court in Bismarck last month.

Christofferson said people drive out of the way to see the tire fences that he's lined out on the land his great-grandfather homesteaded nearly a century ago on the Spirit Lake Sioux reservation.

"Charles Christofferson, (was) the first white man born on the reservation," he said of his ancestor.

Building blocks

He points out the buffalo-worthy corral he built of tires baled together by machine on the tribal farm a mile west of his place.

But tires work just fine stacked on their sides, he said. It takes about 8,000 semi-truck tires piled five high to make a mile of fence.

He's tried hogs and cattle inside the fences, too, and the tires work great as a solid fence that also is a windbreak and warm shelter, plus a snow fence for the county road.

He's got plans to build houses using bales of tires and straw.

"To me, tires are a building block. You can build all kinds of things."

But to the state Health Department, used tires are solid waste and it's in charge of overseeing how used tires are disposed of or recycled.

First approved

What frustrates Christofferson, he says, is that when he started collecting the tires and making fences with them, the state Health Department approved of it.

A letter, dated July 23, 1997, from Neil Knatterud, then director of waste management for the Health Department, to Christofferson, said photos of his tires "show that you are using the scrap times in an orderly and beneficial manner as you previously explained to the department." Christofferson says, "My question is, when did it go from beneficial to nonbeneficial?"

Steve Tillotson, the assistant director of the Health Department's waste management division, has visited Christofferson's farm five to 10 times over the past seven years or so.

He points out that the 1997 letter also makes clear that Christofferson gave the department assurances "that insect, rodent and fire concerns will not be a problem or will be properly managed."

"He's got no fire controls, no insect controls and hasn't done anything to address the liability," Tillotson said. "The way he portrayed it is not the way he is doing it."

Christofferson can't contain his derision.

"Mosquitoes," he says, gesturing at the now-white empty land falling away from this farm for miles with little human interruption and lots of wetlands and water.

"With all these swamps out here and they are worried about the mosquitoes from my tires?"

One of his few neighbors - and nearest at 1½ miles - is Howard Pare, chairman of the Minco Township board of supervisors. The tire fences don't seem like a problem, Pare said. Only 15 people live in the townShip, and fire and mosquito threats from tires don't seem dire, Pare said.

"No," Pare, laughing heartily. "I was more worried you might get a tornado. They can go all over the country."

Benefits

Christofferson got the idea from an article about New Zealand sheep rancher.

Stacking tires - car tires or bigger semi-truck tires - four or five high, interlocking them like bricks, makes a fence no sheep will challenge. "They can't see through it or over it, that's the main thing," he said.

The black rubber wall also makes a great windbreak that collects warmth from the sun, making a perfect set-up for ewes giving birth on clean pasture, rather than crowded, dirty feedlots or barns, he said.

But to health officials, used tires usually are solid waste.

"Tires are a big issue in most states," said Steve Tillotson, the health department official who has visited Christofferson's farm several times in the past seven years or so.

"The tires could become a harbor for mosquitoes with West Nile Virus, which infects birds. And birds travel a long way and create additional mosquito habitat where it didn't exist before."

"And scrap tires do pose a fire risk. There are up to 5 gallons of oil per tire. Once they burn, they burn strongly and emit some pretty toxic chemicals into the air. If a fire started out there, it would be a serious issue, if there was any wind. It could really put somebody at risk."

And in the end, so many tires on Christofferson's land are simply a liability, Tillotson said. "Someone at some point in time is going to have to clean them up."

There have been a few problems elsewhere in the state with people who had some tires stacked or dumped on their property, but nothing like Christofferson's numbers, Tillotson said.

"This is the biggest pile we know of."

Tillotson said his department has tried to work out a plan with Christofferson for several years but couldn't get him to cooperate.

"He's a real nice, hardworking guy. We don't begrudge him anything. But, gee whiz, we can't just ignore this. We're not doing our job if we do."

"You can't just be piling stuff on a farm and saying it's a fence, while it's posing a health and environmental hazard," Tillotson said. "You can't just take solid waste and line it up. You could take bales of garbage and do the same thing and call it a beneficial use. It stinks, and it will burn and it attracts rodents."

Christofferson argues the tires are not in a big pile but mostly stacked in orderly fashion, providing an agricultural use.

Worrying about fire in well-grazed pastures, or rodents and mosquitoes in the middle of the unpeopled prairie pothole region makes Christofferson snort.

"Nobody lives out here, and it works."

Christofferson's attorney, said, "The (Health Department) regulations use the term 'beneficial use,' but don't really define it."

But Christofferson has a "tough row to hoe," in his appeal, Goulding said.

"It's always an uphill battle to get a reversal of an administrative determination because the standard of review is very deferential to the administrative decision."

He expects it will take three to six months before the case is heard.

Christofferson has at least one government type on his side.

State Sen. Mike Every, a Democrat from Minnewaukan, has heard from Christofferson almost daily and been impressed by the unique idea.

"I sympathize with the guy. This fence has been there for a long time and it's quite fascinating," Every said. "It's like one of those Chevy Chase vacation type things, where people come off the highway to see it. It seems to me that if Cory is using the tires, instead of them filling landfills and burning and polluting the air, that that is beneficial to the state."

Last week, Every talked to Terry Dwelle, head of the state Health Department, about it.

"The state government is not going to take a young farmer and his family and take away his livelihood over something that can be worked out," Every said.

Christofferson's sometimes emotional and combative personality hasn't helped, Every said. "I want him to be willing to compromise. He's got to be willing to work with these folks, or, if they want to, they are going to squash him. There's got to be a way to work through this without getting legal."

Christofferson and his wife, Susan, home-school their three children, although the middle one also recently started to attend the public school in Warwick, where Christofferson starred on a high-scoring, hard-living basketball team in the '70s.

A spiritual revival and meeting his wife changed him, but he's still no diplomat and won't back down, Christofferson said.

"Yea, I'm kind of a smart ass. But right is right and wrong is wrong."

(See Christofferson's Web site, www.tiredoutranch.com.)

Lee can be reached at (701)780-1237, or (800) 477-6572, ext. 237; e-mail him at slee@gfherald.com.

<#==#>

Tempe wants to shake you down for money to provide  fire and emergency services, but if an agent working for the City of Tempe screws things up Tempe doesnt want to be held liable. And the Supreme court bought that line. 

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0222tempesuit0222.html

Court divides liability

Partner cities, towns can't be sued in crises

Jahna Berry

The Arizona Republic

Feb. 22, 2006 12:00 AM

If Guadalupe emergency workers botch an emergency call on Tempe soil, Tempe can't be sued, the Arizona Supreme Court ruled on Tuesday.

The ruling is a victory for cities, which often partner with nearby towns to respond to emergencies, according to Tempe City Attorney Marlene Pontrelli.

That way, residents get help from the emergency unit that's closest, regardless of what city it is from, she said.

If Tempe had lost the case, cities might have pulled out from such pacts because of the legal risks, she said.

The case stems from a 2002 emergency call in Tempe. Jo Ann Myers had an "asthma-like attack" and the Guadalupe Fire Department responded because it was closest. Myers died, her family says, because Guadalupe emergency workers bungled a medical procedure.

The family sued Guadalupe and Tempe, but a Maricopa County Superior Court judge ruled that Tempe could not be held liable.

An appellate court reversed. But on Tuesday, the Supreme Court ruled that Tempe could not be held responsible.

"Because Tempe could delegate its duty to provide emergency services, we cannot hold Tempe vicariously liable," Chief Justice Ruth McGregor wrote.

Winton Woods III, attorney for Myers' family, said he was disappointed with the ruling, but said the lawsuit against the town of Guadalupe will move forward. 

<#==#>

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0221brokenfoot21-ON.html

Phoenix mayor breaks his foot jogging

Monica Alonzo-Dunsmoor

The Arizona Republic

Feb. 21, 2006 03:50 PM

Mayor Phil Gordon broke his foot early Tuesday morning while jogging near the Biltmore with former Mayor Paul Johnson.

"I heard a snap and then I just went down," said Gordon, as he sat in his office later that morning with his leg in a cast and propped on a chair.

Johnson said that Reuben "Gonzo" Gonzales, the mayor's security detail, tried to get him to the hospital, but Gordon thought it was just a sprained ankle. Rather than seeking medical treatment, the next stop was a coffee house, where he got an Espresso and ice for his swelling foot. Gordon finally went to a nearby fire station and then to the hospital where X-rays confirmed a broken bone.

The mayor intends to stick to his daily schedule, but is expected to visit an orthopedic surgeon.

Johnson said he felt bad about the whole thing because Gordon had asked repeatedly ask him to "move over" while the two were running.

"Because I'm so tall I tend to wander in one direction," Johnson said. "It was dark . . . and he kept saying 'Move over,' three times. Then, I thought he just rolled his ankle. I've done it 100 times. But he was just grimacing through the coffee. I fully assumed he was overreacting."

Gordon often refers to Johnson as the "old gray mayor," but it was Johnson's turn to get in few playful jabs.

"The thing I like the most about this is I'm definitely faster than him now," Johnson said with a chuckle. "And he looks a lot younger than me, but he's breaking down a lot faster."

The doctor had good news for Gordon: The break was a clean one that won't require any surgery.

Gordon will be fitted with a boot cast that he'll be wearing for eight to 10 weeks, but will be able to walk on after a couple weeks.

Reach the reporter at monica.alonzo-dunsmoor@arizonarepublic.com or (602) 444-2478.

<#==#>

federal agents say f*ck the 4th amendment, and f*ck diplomatic immunity we is the government and we can search anybodys home we want to. we got guns and we go badges so f*ck you!

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0222soniafalcone0222.html

Attorney jeers search of home of PV socialite

Dennis Wagner

The Arizona Republic

Feb. 22, 2006 12:00 AM

An attorney for Paradise Valley socialite Sonia Falcone questioned whether federal agents violated diplomatic immunity when they raided her family's property Friday. The attorney also criticized the government for sending an "army of agents" to conduct the arrest and search.

Falcone, the Bolivian wife of globe-trotting businessman Pierre Falcone, is under indictment on charges of immigration fraud and perjury in conjunction with her application to become a U.S. citizen. Grant Woods, a former state attorney general, said at least 30 investigators descended on the couple's home, seizing a computer and other items. Woods said he is at a loss to explain the government's actions in relation to what he described as "Mickey Mouse charges."

"What doesn't match up is what she's charged with and the show of force in the search of the place," he said. "You just have to wonder what it's all about."

A search warrant affidavit has not been unsealed. Mary Beth Pfister, a federal prosecutor in the case, declined to comment on the search. However, the Falcones' $10.5 million mansion Valley covers 14,000 square feet and thus could occupy investigators for some time.

Woods noted that Pierre Falcone holds an Angolan appointment to a United Nations agency. He said the defense team is trying to determine whether agents violated international diplomacy by searching the residence.

Pfister said her office conducted that research already and determined that Sonia Falcone "is not entitled to any form of diplomatic or consular immunity in the United States," either as a principal or a dependant.

Federal authorities allege that Sonia Falcone's first marriage 23 years ago was a sham carried out for immigration purposes. The statute of limitations expired on that matter, Woods said, but she was indicted on charges of falsifying information about the marriage on naturalization papers filed more recently.

Pierre Falcone has been at the center of international turmoil for nearly a decade, linked to the shipment of Soviet-bloc tanks and helicopters to war-ravaged Angola in return for future oil profits. Critics say the corruption and armaments added misery to Angolans as they endured poverty and civil war. The nation's president, Jose Eduardo dos Santos, has cast Falcone as a hero who saved his countrymen from genocide by rebel forces.

Global Witness, an international human rights organization, identified Falcone as a key player in the "gruesome tale of money laundering and state robbery at the expense of the long-suffering Angolan people."

The Franco-Brazilian entrepreneur repeatedly has denied wrongdoing. He was jailed in Paris during 2000-01 while prosecutors investigated the case known as Angolagate. After his release on $15 million bail, Falcone left France and was appointed by his friend dos Santos to the U.N.'s Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization , securing diplomatic immunity.

<#==#>

let me get this straight.... the IRS says it is  easier to do your taxes by hand then to use a computer program. something seems wrong here! is the IRS lying? maybe the IRS doesnt want you to use a computer program because you will pay less taxes??? maybe it is easier for the IRS to audit you if you do your taxes by hand? i don't know. something seems fishy.

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0223irs-burden0223.html

RS stirs uproar over tax software

Says job is done easier with a pen

Jon Kamman

The Arizona Republic

Feb. 23, 2006 12:00 AM

Using a computer program to figure income taxes takes longer than doing it by hand, the IRS claims, infuriating the tax-preparation software industry.

The accounting profession also is protesting the agency's estimates of the costs of having a professional calculate various types of returns.

The outcries are in response to what the Internal Revenue Service introduced in its latest tax instruction booklets as a new, "more accurate" method of estimating the time and cost of filing.

The figures are based on a survey of 15,000 taxpayers and 400 tax professionals, IRS spokesman Raphael Turino said.

Since publishing the figures, the IRS has issued a statement online saying they are all but useless.

Calling the data "fatally flawed," a trade group representing the makers of such programs as TurboTax and TaxCut urged this month that the Internal Revenue Service Oversight Board investigate "this genuine mess."

"IRS research managers readily admit that this information does not compare apples to apples," Bernard McKay, chairman of the trade group and vice president of Intuit Inc., testified to the oversight board.

Intuit makes TurboTax, the nation's top-selling tax software.

"We have further been informed that the estimates . . . are actually extrapolations from research conducted five years ago, and the raw data from that original research has been destroyed," McKay said.

IRS spokesman Bill Brunson, asked if McKay's information was accurate, said the agency has a policy against responding to outside testimony. He would not discuss whether the survey data still exist.

At issue are tables on Page 79 of instructions for filing Form 1040.They assert that on average, individuals and business filers who prepare their own returns using computer programs could do them faster with pen and paper.

That's the conclusion in eight of nine categories representing varying complexities of tax returns.

On average, a non-business tax return takes 21.8 hours using a software program, or nearly six hours more than doing it by hand, according to the IRS.

An average business return is shown as taking 67.1 hours with software, or 22 hours longer than by hand.

Reactions have ranged from incredulity to distress.

"It's wrong," said Denise Sposato, spokeswoman for H&R Block, creators of an array of TaxCut software, which ranks second in market share.

"I don't know how they came up with those numbers," said Lance Dunn, president of the company that makes the free online TaxACT program. "It's counterintuitive."

"By any standard, this is invalid research and an unusable and meaningless statistical analysis," McKay testified as chairman of the Council for Electronic Revenue Communication Advancement.

The IRS, in an online explanation prompted by the complaints, said the estimates reflect that users of software generally have more complicated returns.

Other factors cited are the time spent downloading, installing and learning a program.

The agency also acknowledged that the times listed for software users, but not pen-and-paper filers, include exploring "alternative tax scenarios," or plugging in different figures to see the result.

In instruction booklets, the IRS said the tables can be used "to determine the average burden of taxpayers like you."

Online, it now says: "Because of the numerous variables, these nationwide averages should not be used by taxpayers or tax professionals as a guide for anticipating the cost or time involved with preparing an individual's tax return."

Brunson declined to answer questions about whether the figures are meaningful, saying only that Congress requires that they be published.

Cost estimates, presented for the first time, are generally far below prices found in the marketplace, the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants wrote the IRS in November.

"It would be a wild coincidence if anyone ever wound up being charged what the estimates show," especially in major metropolitan areas where maintaining an office is expensive, Tom Ochsenschlager, vice president of taxation for the CPA group, said Wednesday.

He also complained that the IRS made no distinction between the amounts a certified professional, as opposed to a neighborhood part-timer, might charge.

Figures could dissuade taxpayers from using software that allows them to file electronically, McKay and Ochsenschlager said, thwarting the federal government's effort to have 80 percent of returns e-filed by 2011. Charles Lacijan, staff director for the IRS Oversight Board, which monitors IRS performance but has no enforcement powers, said no formal investigation is being conducted.

"I view the issue primarily as one between the IRS and its private sector partners, but I am monitoring developments," Lacijan said.

<#==#>

I thought that orginally the government claimed that the real reason for license plates were to verify that each car paid its taxes, and denied that the license plate was to be used to track down the owner of the car.

of course then came the personalized license plates and as this article states it because a gold mine for the state governments to raise revenue. 

but in this article the government seems to be admitting that the main reason for license plates is so the government can track down the car owner.  and of course a secondary reason is to shake down the owner of the car for revenue.

Some lawmakers say that each new plate brings with it the chance of confusion for law enforcement officials or citizens calling to report an incident.

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0223specialplates0223.html

Senate voices dislike of specialty auto plates

Casey Newton

The Arizona Republic

Feb. 23, 2006 12:00 AM

Once a simple way of identifying a vehicle and its driver, Arizona license plates are morphing into a prominent means of self-expression and fund-raising.

The old maroon-and-white plate with "Grand Canyon State" has given way to a dizzying array of plates advocating causes from organ donation to obeying the Golden Rule. All told, the state offers 64 plates in 112 styles, with more being approved each year.

Motorists love them, and non-profit groups say specialty plates are powerful fund-raisers. But the rapid proliferation of plates is raising concerns at the Arizona Legislature, where lawmakers worry they have become more costly and confusing than they're worth.

"It's a problem for law enforcement, and we don't even know what a problem it is for the (Motor Vehicle Division) and the cost to citizens," said Sen. Marilyn Jarrett, R-Mesa. "It's a runaway situation, and nobody has any answers."

Jarrett is sponsoring a bill, recently passed by the Senate, that would require the MVD to issue a report documenting the number of special plates issued, the revenue they generate and the costs of producing and distributing them to the public.

Meanwhile, this year will see the introduction of three new Arizona plates, and lawmakers are considering four more.

Beginning next month, motorists will be able to buy a plate that will promote breast-cancer awareness. Proceeds will be used to sponsor mammograms in low-income communities.

Later this year, Arizonans will have the chance to sport the new "Golden Rule" plate. A San Carlos Apache Tribe plate also will be made available.

Plates now under consideration would benefit military veterans, the families of fallen police officers and the Arizona Diamondbacks Foundation.

Another plate would be made available to members of the White Mountain Apache Tribe.

But Sen. Carolyn Allen, R-Scottsdale, won't be voting for any of them.

"I'm sick of these special license plates," she said. "We've got way too many, and it never seems to end."

Despite lawmakers' concerns, non-profit groups remain eager to exploit the plates' fund-raising potential. Of the annual $25 fee a motorist pays for a special plate, $17 is returned to the organization.

"It's phenomenal," said Karen Conway, executive director of the Diamondbacks Foundation. "Seventeen dollars per plate would come back to our foundation, and that would be a huge lift for us."

As the community outreach arm of the baseball franchise, the Diamondbacks Foundation builds ball fields across the state and sponsors a variety of grant programs.

Using rough estimates, the group figures it could raise $100,000 to $300,000 per year with a Diamondbacks plate.

"We won't be disappointed by any number," Conway said. "We would love to have the community know even further how much we support them and what our mission is as the Diamondbacks Foundation. This is a great way to do it."

Courtney Levinus has seen firsthand how plates raise awareness. Everyone in her family has a "Conserving wildlife" plate, benefiting the Wildlife Conservation Council, and people often ask about it.

"People are curious about what the plate is," said Levinus, a lobbyist whose firm worked to win legislative support for the conservation plate. "Ours is really a unique plate with the elk and the Apache trout and the quail. It's kind of a conversation starter."

Since it was issued in 2002, more than 1,000 conservation plates have been registered, raising $56,000 for the group.

Of course, not every plate is a hit. Approved in 2004, the "Character education" plate has sold only 615 copies. A spokeswoman for the group, whose plate trumpets values including "responsibility," did not return a call seeking comment.

In contrast, more than 32,000 child-abuse prevention plates have been issued, raising more than $3 million for the cause. Funds from that plate are administered by The Arizona Republic.

Some lawmakers say that each new plate brings with it the chance of confusion for law enforcement officials or citizens calling to report an incident.

On a handful of occasions, police say, citizens who call to report a crime or other problem have been unable to say what state a particular plate belonged to.

But state Department of Public Safety officers have little trouble identifying vehicles that sport the plates, a spokesman said.

"I've heard a lot of people complain that that's not the purpose of a license plate; it's not a bulletin board," Officer Frank Valenzuela said.

"But our officers do it day in and day out. It doesn't seem to impact them."

Cydney DeModica, an MVD spokeswoman, said the new plates' popularity is almost certain to rise.

"People enjoy having these license plates on their cars, and more importantly they are supporting these organizations financially as a result of displaying the plate," she said. 

<#==#>

civil war in iraq?? you have to admit that bush has really f*cked up things in iraq!!!!!

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0223specialplates0223.html

Dozens killed in Iraqi violence

Associated Press

Feb. 23, 2006 08:35 AM

BAGHDAD, Iraq - Gunmen shot dead 47 civilians and left their bodies in a ditch near Baghdad Thursday as militia battles and sectarian reprisals followed the bombing of a sacred Shiite shrine. Sunni Arabs suspended their participation in talks on a new government.

At least 47 other bodies were found scattered across Iraq, many of them shot execution-style and dumped in Shiite-dominated parts of Baghdad.

The hardline Sunni Clerical Association of Muslim Scholars said 168 Sunni mosques had been attacked, 10 imams killed and 15 abducted since the shrine attack. The Interior Ministry said it could only confirm figures for Baghdad, where 90 mosques were attacked in Baghdad, one cleric was killed, and one abducted.

Officials said at least 110 people had been killed across the country in violence believed triggered by the mosque attack.

Three journalists working for Al-Arabiya television were found dead in Samarra, the site of Wednesday's Askariya mosque attack. Al-Arabiya is viewed in Iraq as favoring the United States.

The sectarian violence threatens to derail U.S. plans to form a new national unity government representing all factions, including Sunni Arabs, who form the backbone of the insurgency.

President Jalal Talabani, a Kurd, summoned political leaders to a meeting Thursday. But the biggest Sunni faction in the new parliament, the Iraqi Accordance Front, refused to attend, citing the attacks on Sunni mosques.

"We want a clear condemnation from the government which didn't do enough yesterday to curb those angry mobs," said Dr. Salman al-Jumaili, a member of the Front. "There was even a kind of cooperation with the government security forces in some places in attacking the Sunni mosques."

As the country veered ominously toward sectarian war, the government extended a curfew in Baghdad and Salaheddin province for two days. All leaves for Iraqi soldiers and police were canceled and personnel ordered to report to their units.

Sixteen people, eight of them civilians, died in a bombing Thursday in the center of Baqouba, 35 miles northeast of Baghdad.

The bombing, which targeted soldiers, was not seen as part of the sectarian fighting.

Radical Shiite cleric Muqtada al-Sadr accused the Iraqi government and U.S. forces of failing to protect the Samarra shrine, also known as the Golden Mosque, and ordered his militia to defend Shiite holy sites across Iraq.

"If the government had real sovereignty, then nothing like this would have happened," al-Sadr said a statement. "Brothers in the Mahdi Army must protect all Shiite shrines and mosques, especially in Samara."

The destruction of the gleaming dome of the 1,200-year-old Askariya shrine in Samarra sent crowds of angry Shiites into the streets. The crowds included members of al-Sadr's Mahdi Army and other Shiite militias that the United States wants abolished.

Sunni Clerical Association of Muslim Scholars spokesman Abdul-Salam al-Kubaisi blamed the violence on the country's top Shiite cleric, Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, and other Shiite religious leaders who called for demonstrations against the shrine attack.

"They are all fully aware that the Iraqi borders are open, and the streets are penetrated with those who want to create strife among Iraqis," al-Kubaisi said at a news briefing.

British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw said Thursday that he suspects Al-Qaida in Iraq, led by Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, was responsible for the devastating explosion at the Golden Mosque.

"There is not yet information about what caused this terrorist outrage, but al-Zarqawi and al-Qaida have been linked as it has the hallmarks of their nihilism," Straw told a news conference in London. He called on leaders of Iraq's religious communities to defuse tensions caused by the attack.

Prime Minister Tony Blair said the attack was "an act of desperation as well as desecration."

Al-Kubaisi said U.S. Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad enflamed the situation when he warned Monday that the United States would not continue to support institutions run by sectarian groups with links to armed militias.

"Without doubt, these statements mobilized all the Shiites," al-Kubaisi said. "It made them ready to go down to the street at any moment."

In Diyala, a religiously mixed province northeast of Baghdad, 47 bodies were found in a ditch. Officials said the victims appeared to have been stopped by gunmen, forced out of their cars and shot near Nahrawan, about 12 miles south of Baqouba. Most were aged between 20 and 50 and appeared to include both Sunnis and Shiites, police said.

Fighting broke out Thursday afternoon in Mahmoudiya, south of Baghdad, between militiamen from al-Sadr's Mahdi Army militia and Sunni gunmen. Two civilians were killed and five militiamen were injured, police Capt. Rashid al-Samaraie said.

Thousands of demonstrators carrying Shiite flags and banners marched Thursday through parts of Baghdad, Karbala, Kut, Tal Afar and the Shiite holy city of Najaf in protest against the shrine attack.

U.S. military units in the Baghdad area were told Thursday morning to halt all but essential travel. Commanders feared that convoys might be caught up in demonstrations or road blocks.

Also Thursday, gunmen fired automatic weapons and grenades at a Sunni mosque in Baqouba, killing one mosque employee and injuring two others, police said. Assailants also set fire to a Sunni mosque in eastern Baghdad, police said.

Eight Iraqi soldiers and eight civilians were killed when a soup vendor's cart packed with explosives detonated as a patrol passed in the center of Baqouba, police Maj. Falah al-Mohammedawi said. At least 20 people were injured in the blast.

The bullet-riddled bodies of a prominent Al-Arabyia TV female correspondent and two other Iraqi journalists, who had been covering Wednesday's explosion in Samarra, were found on the outskirts of the mostly Sunni Arab city 60 miles north of Baghdad.

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0223iraq0223.html

Civil war in Iraq feared after blast

Bomb destroys mosque's dome, enrages Shiites, fuels violence

Ziad Khalaf

Associated Press

Feb. 23, 2006 12:00 AM

SAMARRA, Iraq - The golden dome is in ruins, its glory shattered by bombs.

Around Iraq, Shiites were enraged at Wednesday's strike against one of their holiest sites, and with an unprecedented spasm of militia violence, Iraq veered closer to open civil war than at any point in the past three years.

Distraught faithful formed a human chain to remove copies of the Muslim holy book from the rubble, while Shiites elsewhere retaliated with more than 90 attacks on Sunni mosques and mass protests.

"This is designed to bring about a civil war," said Barham Saleh, a top Kurdish leader.

"This criminal act aims at igniting civil strife," said Mahmoud al-Samarie, a 28-year-old construction worker. "We demand an investigation so that the criminals who did this be punished. If the government fails to do so, then we will take up arms and chase the people behind this attack."

Leaders on both sides called for calm, and many Shiites lashed out at the United States as partly to blame.

"We are facing a major conspiracy that is targeting Iraq's unity," said President Jalal Talabani, a Kurd. "We should all stand hand in hand to prevent the danger of a civil war."

President Bush pledged American help to restore the mosque after the bombing north of Baghdad, which dealt a severe blow to U.S. efforts to keep Iraq from falling deeper into sectarian violence.

"The terrorists in Iraq have again proven that they are enemies of all faiths and of all humanity," Bush said. "The world must stand united against them and steadfast behind the people of Iraq."

British Prime Minister Tony Blair also condemned the bombing and pledged money for the shrine's reconstruction.

U.S. Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad and the top American commander in Iraq, Gen. George Casey, called the attack a deliberate attempt to foment sectarian strife and warned it is a "critical moment for Iraq."

No one was reported injured in the bombing of the shrine in Samarra.

But at least 19 people, including three Sunni clerics, were killed in the reprisal attacks that followed, mainly in Baghdad and predominantly Shiite provinces to the south, according to the Iraqi Islamic Party, the country's largest Sunni political group.

"This could be a tipping point," said Juan Cole, a historian of Shiite Islam at the University of Michigan. "At some point, the Shiite street is going to be so fed up that they're not going to listen any more to calls for restraint."

In the southern city of Basra, police said militiamen broke into a prison, hauled out 12 inmates, including seven foreigners, and shot them dead in reprisal for Samarra. They included two Egyptians, two Tunisians, a Libyan, a Saudi and a Turk.

Major Sunni groups joined in condemning the attack, and a leading Sunni politician, Tariq al-Hashimi, urged clerics and politicians to calm the situation "before it spins out of control."

The country's top Shiite cleric, Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, sent instructions to his followers forbidding attacks on Sunni mosques and called for seven days of mourning.

But in a rare move, he also called for public protests. Sistani has typically called for even peaceful protesters to stay off the streets, fearing a downward spiral into violence.

"(Sistani) has the coolest and wisest head in Iraq, but this has chaos written all over it," Cole said. "He must know the likelihood of these protests being completely peaceful is low, so he's got to be absolutely furious to call for people to come out on the streets."

In Najaf, Sistani's home, thousands of protesters lined the streets, their voices booming, "Just order us, Sistani, and we will turn the world dark."

Many of the attacks appeared to have been carried out by Shiite militias that the United States wants to see disbanded.

Both Sunnis and the United States fear the rise of Shiite militias, which the disaffected Sunni minority views as little more than death squads. American commanders believe they undercut efforts to create a professional Iraqi army and police force, a key step toward the eventual drawdown of U.S. forces.

The new tensions came as Iraq's various factions have been struggling to assemble a government after the Dec. 15 parliamentary elections.

Large protests erupted in Shiite parts of Baghdad and in cities throughout the Shiite heartland to the south.

Shiite protesters later set fire to a Sunni shrine containing the seventh-century tomb of Talha bin Obeid-Allah, a companion of the Prophet Mohammed, on the outskirts of Basra.

Less than a block away, no one stirred at the local police station to halt the violence.

Christian Science Monitor and Knight Ridder Newspapers contributed to this article.
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Postal Service can be sued by woman who tripped on mail

By GINA HOLLAND

Associated Press

WASHINGTON - The Supreme Court ruled Wednesday that the Postal Service can be sued by a woman who tripped over mail left on her porch.

The 7-1 decision revived a Pennsylvania woman's claim that she was entitled to damages after suffering wrist and back injuries during the 2001 fall at her home in suburban Philadelphia. The letters, packages and periodicals were put on Barbara Dolan's porch instead of in her mailbox.

Justice Anthony Kennedy, writing for the majority, dismissed government concerns of costly litigation.

"The government raises the specter of frivolous slip-and-fall claims inundating the Postal Service," he wrote.

"Slip-and-fall liability, however is a risk shared by any business that makes home deliveries."

Gerry McKiernan, spokesman for the Postal Service, said carriers would receive a "refresher course" on delivery protocols and that policies would be reviewed.

The Bush administration had told justices last fall that the Postal Service delivers about 660 million pieces of mail each day and would have a hard time disproving complaints about accidents.

In a lone dissent, Justice Clarence Thomas sided with the government.

The case is Dolan v. United States Postal Service, 04-848.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/02/22/AR2006022202217.html

Justices Allow Personal-Injury Suits Against Postal Service

By Charles Lane

Washington Post Staff Writer

Thursday, February 23, 2006; Page A07

The Supreme Court has a message for the U.S. Postal Service: Be careful where letter carriers put their letters and packages, because if somebody slips on them and gets hurt, you might get taken to court.

In a 7 to 1 decision yesterday, the court said that the Postal Service is subject to personal-injury lawsuits by its customers, ruling that federal law does not immunize the service against claims by those who say they were hurt by negligent delivery of the mail.

The court said that Barbara Dolan, a Pennsylvania woman who said she was injured when she tripped and fell over mail left on her porch, can proceed with a suit against the Postal Service that had previously been dismissed by a federal district judge and the Philadelphia-based federal appeals court.

In the court's opinion, Justice Anthony M. Kennedy brushed aside the government's concerns that a ruling for Dolan would open the door to frivolous slip-and-fall claims.

He wrote that the lower courts had misinterpreted a federal law that gives the Postal Service immunity from some tort claims. Congress intended only to protect the Postal Service against lawsuits that arise from delivering the mail late or in damaged condition, Kennedy wrote.

Justice Clarence Thomas dissented; Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. did not participate. The case is Dolan v. U.S. Postal Service , No. 04-848.

SNIP
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Justices Curb Postal Service's Immunity From Lawsuits
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WASHINGTON, Feb. 22 — The Postal Service may be sued by people who trip over packages or other mail that letter carriers have carelessly left in their path, the Supreme Court ruled Wednesday.
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The 7-to-1 decision rejected the government's argument that the service, which delivers some 660 million pieces of mail a day, is immune from lawsuits for negligent delivery. The ruling permits a woman who tripped and fell over packages left on the porch of her suburban Philadelphia home to proceed with her suit for $200,000 in damages for serious injuries to her wrists, chest and spine.

The suit, brought by Barbara Dolan, was dismissed by two lower federal courts in Pennsylvania under what is known as the "postal exception" to the federal law that generally permits negligence suits against the government.

That law, the Federal Tort Claims Act, waives the government's sovereign immunity from suits in circumstances under which a private individual would face liability. The postal exception, one of 13 specific exemptions to the law, bars "any claim arising out of the loss, miscarriage or negligent transmission of letters or postal matter." The question in this case, Dolan v. United States Postal Service, No. 04-848, was how broadly to read the exemption.

The outcome turned on the phrase "negligent transmission," or, more specifically, on the single word "transmission." If transmitting mail meant the same as delivering mail, as the government argued and the lower courts held, then negligent mail delivery would be covered by the exemption and could not give rise to a lawsuit.

Transmission of mail "includes the ultimate act of delivering mail to a postal customer," the government argued in its Supreme Court brief, adding that Congress had intended the postal exception to insulate the Postal Service from lawsuits for its "performance of the quintessentially postal function of directly delivering the mail to a postal patron."

But in his opinion for the court, Justice Anthony M. Kennedy took a different approach. Citing the maxim that "a word is known by the company it keeps," he said that "transmission" had to be understood in the context of the exception's other words, "loss" and "miscarriage."

"Mail is 'lost' if it is destroyed or misplaced and 'miscarried' if it goes to the wrong address," Justice Kennedy said. He added: "Since both those terms refer to failings in the postal obligation to deliver mail in a timely manner to the right address, it would be odd if 'negligent transmission' swept far more broadly to include injuries like those alleged here — injuries that happen to be caused by postal employees but involve neither failure to transmit mail nor damage to its contents."

Consequently, Justice Kennedy said, "we think it more likely" that Congress meant to immunize the Postal Service only for injuries caused when mail arrives late, damaged or at the wrong address, or does not arrive at all.

He said the "specter of frivolous slip-and-fall claims inundating the Postal Service," a prospect that the government had raised in its brief, could be dealt with by applying "ordinary protections against frivolous litigation." He noted that Congress had not immunized the Postal Service against suits from negligent handling of its delivery trucks, a potential liability that poses the same risks of frivolous litigation, and also pointed out that this type of liability was "a risk shared by any business that makes home deliveries."

This last point was stressed in a brief filed on Mrs. Dolan's behalf by the Washington Legal Foundation, a pro-business group, which told the court that the Postal Service "should not operate at a competitive advantage over private carriers." The legal foundation, which more often takes the government's side in Supreme Court cases, said it was "in the public interest to hold the Postal Service accountable for its negligent acts to the same extent that private carriers would be liable," except for the limited exceptions specified by Congress.

The only dissenting vote was cast by Justice Clarence Thomas, who said that "the crux of my disagreement with the majority is its failure to assign the term 'transmission' its plain meaning." Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. did not vote, because he was not on the court when the case was argued on Nov. 7.

Whether the Postal Service was in fact negligent for the way it left packages on Mrs. Dolan's porch has not yet been resolved, because the case has not gone to trial.

The Supreme Court agreed to decide this case because the question had produced conflicting answers in the lower courts. In 2004, the federal appeals court in New York decided a nearly identical case, in which a woman sued after tripping on a package left outside her door. That court held that the case was not covered by the postal exception and could proceed.

<#==#>

A military court says its OK for drill instructors to kill recruit. (of course isnt this a decision you would expect from a military court - something that says military officers are not going to be held liable for their actions)

http://www.marinetimes.com/story.php?f=1-292925-1554912.php

ebruary 23, 2006

Drill instructor acquitted

By John Hoellwarth

Times staff writer

MARINE CORPS RECRUIT DEPOT PARRIS ISLAND, S.C. — A drill instructor charged with negligent homicide in the 2005 drowning death of a recruit here was found not guilty at a general court martial Feb. 22.

Staff Sgt. Nadya Lopez was cleared of charges that, while teaching water survival one-on-one to 19-year-old Rec. Jason Tharp at the depot’s training pool Feb. 8, 2005, she failed to recognize signs that he was in distress and that she kept him in the pool against his will, a violation of the depot order concerning water survival training.

Lead prosecutor Capt. Doug Hatch called 15 witnesses during the two-day trial in an attempt to prove that Lopez, the one drill instructor within “arm’s length” of Tharpe when he lost consciousness in the pool, was responsible for his death because she had the training and experience to prevent Tharp’s drowning, but that “her refusal to act cause his death.”

But upon cross examination, each witness called by the prosecution to testified about what they observed at the pool on the day Tharp drowned. Each was asked three questions by the defense — did an unsafe condition ever exist? Did anything about Tharp’s behavior suggest he could not safely continue the training? And did Lopez keep the recruit in the water against his will? Each witness answered “no” to all three questions without exception, some of them going so far as to testify that Lopez’s actions that day were consistent with what could be expected of any drill instructor teaching water survival.

Lead defense counsel Lt. Col. Scott Jack said he felt confident with the testimony solicited by his cross examination and when the prosecution rested its case he didn’t see how calling his own witnesses would put the defense in a better position.

He made an immediate motion for a finding of not guilty, which was rejected after deliberation by military judge M.J. Griffith.

Jack then rested his case without calling a single witness, a tactical decision he said was based on his personal experience as a military judge at 310 courts-martial.

After a short deliberation, Griffith announced his finding of not guilty and adjourned court.

As Lopez stood to exit the court room, Tharp’s mother Linda addressed her by saying, “I hope you see Jason every time you turn around and hear him screaming.”

Tharp’s father Johnny said, “It feels like our son got killed again. There is no justice at Parris Island. Just don’t come down to this place.”

Lopez, who was re-assigned to administrative duties at the depot’s 4th Recruit Training Battalion pending the outcome of the trial, said she was sorry for the Tharp family’s loss and that “they’re in my prayers.”

Tharp’s death more than a year ago has been a sensitive topic around the depot ever since, spawning investigations that have caused a system of cameras to be installed at the pool and the assignment of a company-grade officer as the officer in charge of the pool full time.

With the verdict, depot spokesman Maj. Billy Canedo was finally able to say, “the case is considered closed.”

http://www.abcnews4.com/news/stories/0206/305271.html

Parris Island Drill Instructor Found Not Guilty

Thursday February 23, 2006 6:04am    Posted By: Alexis Taylor

Parris Island, SC -

Parris Island Drill Instructor, Nadya Lopez was found not guilty of negligent homicide, in the accidental drowning death of Recruit Jason Tharp.

            Private Jason Tharp was on his 25th day of recruit training when he died at the Depot training pool on February 8th, 2005.

            The court's decision is final and the case is now closed.

http://wowktv.com/story.cfm?func=viewstory&storyid=8942

Military Judge Finds Marine Instructor Not Guilty

Posted 2/22/2006 11:55 PM

Staff Sergeant Nadya Lopez was tried in the death of a young recruit from West Virginia.

A military judge found Lopez, a Marine swim instructor, not guilty of negligence in the drowning of Sutton native Jason Tharp.

Lopez was tried on a charge of negligent homicide.

Tharp drowned in February 2005 during training at Parris Island, South Carolina.

During testimony Wednesday, another Marine testified Tharp had been ordered out of the water, because he wasn't trying.

Copyright 2006 West Virginia Media. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.

<#==#>

Tempe Mayor Hugh Hallman is a tax and spend socialist who wants to steal your property? I think thats what Clint Bolick of the Institute for Justice is saying!

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/opinions/articles/0223thurlets231.html

Eminent-domain bills bad for landowners

Feb. 23, 2006 12:00 AM

Regarding "Land bills stir lawsuit fears" (Republic, Tuesday):

Tempe Mayor Hugh Hallman and Phoenix Mayor Phil Gordon are misinforming people about the impact of eminent-domain bills pending before the Arizona Legislature.

The "regulatory takings" provisions relate to when cities change the rules of the game after people have bought property in reliance on the existing rules. The question is: Who should pay for the city's actions: the city or the individual property owner? In a free society, to ask the question is to answer it.

Mayor Hallman in particular has shown little regard for the rights of property owners where his developer friends are concerned. He is a poster child for the type of government abuse the eminent-domain bill would curb.

Clint Bolick

Phoenix, Arizona

<#==#>

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/eastvalleyopinions/articles/0223russell0223.html

High time we dealt with drugs differently

Feb. 18, 2006 12:00 AM

"And all should cry, Beware! Beware!

His flashing eyes, his floating hair!

Weave a circle round him thrice,

And close your eyes with holy dread,

For he on honey-dew hath fed,

And drunk the milk of Paradise."

-Samuel Taylor Coleridge

The drug of the month is methamphetamine.

Our politicians are pulling their usual chicken-without-a-head act, running around in circles passing laws left and right.

The governor's getting into the act, and the county attorney is running TV ads so sick they border on, if not actually are, pornographic.

Four thousand years ago, give or take, a pharaoh of Egypt banned drugs, by law. Which should give you a clue as to just how effective laws against drugs are.

Wars against them are just about as effective, like the one we've been engaging in since at least 1959, when I first heard about it in a junior high school assembly.

Drugs are, supposedly, a threat to society.

I say "supposedly" because it's one of the absurdities we have been taught practically from the cradle.

They aren't, really.

If they were, civilization would have crumbled long before now.

In fact, it would have been stillborn.

What drugs are is a challenge to society, and one that is being met poorly.

Tempe is wrestling with the Sudafed conundrum.

Should it take the lead, restrict over-the-counter medications that can be used to make meth, or not?

Let me give you a hint. It really doesn't make a difference what Tempe does. Banning drugs has been an irrelevant affectation of government almost as long as there has been government.

The lines that head this column are the closing lines of Kublai Khan, a dream written by opium addict Samuel Taylor Coleridge.

Psychology is the product of cocaine addict Sigmund Freud.

And some of the best books of the 20th century were written by a heroin addict named William S. Burroughs.

The challenge to society is not to stop drugs. As long as there have been societies, that has been tried and has failed miserably.

The challenge is really to take the phenomenon and shape it into a beneficial development for society. Treat it in such a way as to create such things as poems and novels and sciences.

I would certainly rather see another Kublai Khan in the world than Andrew Thomas' TV commercials.

Tempe and the rest of society need to face the fact that government is powerless to stop drugs.

Governments have been a complete and abject failure in attempting to stop drugs for about 6,000 years, despite a constant and concerted effort.

Perhaps the answer to the problem lies in a different direction?

Rick Russell is the co-author of "Antique Traders Vintage Magazine Price Guide" and can be reached at rick@sangraal-books.com.

<#==#>

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chicago/chi-0602050279feb05,1,6854749.story?coll=chi-newslocalchicago-hed

O'Hare strip search suit settled

87 women who sued to share $1.9 million

By Michael Higgins

Tribune staff reporter

Published February 5, 2006

A group of 87 women agreed Friday to accept $1.9 million in compensation for what they said were illegal pat-downs and strip searches at O'Hare International Airport.

The women filed a federal lawsuit in 1997. Judson Miner, an attorney for the plaintiffs, said his clients were African-American women whom customs agents pulled out of line without cause and forced to submit to sometimes humiliating searches.

Jacquelyn Jordan-Akinola, a graduate student from Chicago, said she was strip-searched when she returned from Jamaica in July 1997.

Jordan-Akinola said about 70 percent of the passengers on her flight were white, but when she was steered into a line to be searched, she found herself among all black women.

"I was appalled," Jordan-Akinola said. "It was humiliating and disgusting. ... Why would I jeopardize my career and reputation to smuggle some drugs?"

She said Friday, "The money wasn't really the issue with me. ... We were able to bring attention" to the problem.

U.S. officials admitted no wrongdoing in the settlement, U.S. Atty. Patrick Fitzgerald's office said Friday.

But the former U.S. Customs Service, now part of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, supervises agents more closely and is "doing a better job of documenting its reasons for doing the appropriate searches that are done," the statement said.

Federal agents don't need a court-issued warrant to conduct searches at the airport, only a "reasonable suspicion" that someone is carrying contraband, Fitzgerald's office said.

The plaintiffs had hoped to bring the case as a class action. But U.S. District Judge William Hart turned down their request.

The amount each woman received depended on the type of search and other factors, said Miner "I think our clients were quite happy ... on balance," Miner said.

Female customs agents conducted the searches.

Customs agents said they chose passengers to be searched based on factors such as who seemed nervous or gave inconsistent answers to questions, according to Miner. But Miner said those criteria were subjective and unreliable. He said the agents disproportionately searched black women, yet "they virtually never found drugs."

----------

mjhiggins@tribune.com

Copyright © 2006, Chicago Tribune 

<#==#>

To: ********************************************

From:  "Kevin Walsh" dmitrovgeorgi@yahoo.com

Date: Wed, 22 Feb 2006 19:49:49 -0800 (PST) 

Subject: [azsecularhumanists] After 7 years, banned from the Industrial Commission Building 

One of the conditions of my probation is that I must report all

contact with law enforcement, even contact which does not result

in an arrest or civil or criminal citation, to my probation officer.

There was such an incident today, so I will need to call my probation

officer tomorrow.  I was at a jobsite at 801 W Washington Street in

downtown Phoenix.  During my lunch break, I decided to go to the

cafeteria at the Industrial Commission Building at 800 W Washington,

right across the street from my jobsite.  It was there that I had the

encounter with two officers of the Capitol Police.

The Sixth Floor of the Industrial Commission Building is the

headquarters of the Arizona Registrar of Contractors, where I worked

from November 1996 to July 1998.  I was fired for neglect of duty,

although it was never mentioned which of my duties I supposedly

neglected, having been declared by the psychologist who examined

me for the state, Dr. Stephen Carson, to be psychologically unfit

for duty and a moderate risk of violence in the workplace, and having

been declared by Captain Jay Swart, commander of the Capitol Police,

to be a grave an imminent danger to my co-workers.  I was not charged

with any criminal offense over this, and I was never told, either

verbally or in writing, that I was banned from the Industrial

Commission Building.  I just never had any reason to reenter that

building until today.

I remembered that the cafeteria was open to public business and that

the food was good and reasonably priced.  I figured after 7 1/2 years

no one would remember me, and my presence would cause no trouble.

I entered the building with no problem.  I entered the cafeteria with

no problem.  I ordered my lunch, paid for it, and sat down and ate it

undisturbed.  I did not see anyone in the cafeteria whom I recognized,

but evidently someone recognized me.  As I ascended the stairwell to

the main entrance to return to work, two officers of the Capitol

Police were waiting for me.

One of the officers asked, "Do you have a hearing today?"

I said, "No."

She asked, "What business do you have in this building?"

I said, "I'm working at a jobsite nearby, and I decided to come to the

cafeteria to buy lunch."

She asked, "Do you know you are trespassing?"

I said, "This is a public building during regular business hours.  How

could I be trespassing?"

She said, "This is a state building, not a public building."

I said, "And I am a citizen of this state."

She asked, "Is your name Kevin?"

I said, "Yes."

She said, "Please come with us to the exit."  I walked out of the

building with them, as that was where I was going in the first place.

When we were outside the entrance, she continued, "Did you ever work

in this building?"

I said, "Many years ago I did."

She asked, "What did you do here?"

I said, "I was a clerk-typist III for the Arizona Registrar of

Contractors."

She asked, "When you were terminated, were you told that you were

banned from the building?"

I said, "No, no one ever told me, either verbally or in writing, that

I was banned from this building."

She said, "Well, you are banned from this building.  Unless you have

state business, you may not enter this building.  You are not welcome

here.  If you return, you will be cited for trespassing."

I said, "If I'm banned from this building, I want to be officially

notified in writing."

She said, "No, your notification is only verbal.  Since you are not

being arrested or cited, there will be no written notification."

At that, I departed and returned to work.  It would seem some state

bureaucrats have very long memories.  I never planned to harm anyone

in that building, even in 1998, and I no longer bear anyone working

there any malice.  Most of those whose conduct I criticized have

retired or changed jobs since then and are no longer in that building.

I am very suspicious of the officer's reluctance to notify me in

writing that I am banned from the building.  It sounds a lot like the

Capitol Police and the Industrial Commission both know that a policy

banning people from public buildings is illegal and so don't want to

officially acknowledge the policy.

--Kevin Walsh

<#==#>

http://www.prensahispanaaz.com/index.asp?id=6127

Piden perdón a ex prisionero

Un juez de la Corte Superior del Condado Maricopa lo sentenció a la pena de muerte, así que lo confinaron en la prisión federal de Florence donde están los condenados a la pena de muerte.

“Fueron los peores años de mi vida, estar privado de su libertad es lo peor que le puede pasar a una persona”, señaló Krone en breve entrevista para PRENSA HISPANA.

Pero señaló que nunca perdió la esperanza de que algún día se le haría justicia, y su espera se prolongó por poco más de una década. 

En el 2002 sus abogados lograron que se revisara su caso y que se celebrara otro juicio; así se hizo, y mediante exámenes de ADN se comprobó que él no era el asesino, así que de inmediato lo liberaron.

Tan desilusionado estaba del sistema judicial de Arizona que se fue a vivir a Pensylvania y prometió que nunca regresaría.

Pero ya lo hizo, vino por invitación de la Coalición de Arizonense pro Abolición de la Pena de Muerte, de la cual son miembros varios diputados y senadores estatales.

Como el senador Phil Lopes, líder de la bancada demócrata, quien le dijo: “Señor Krone, por favor acepte nuestras disculpas que le estamos ofreciendo de corazón a nombre de todos los arizonenses”.

Estrechó su mano y se comprometió a trabajar con sus colegas para elaborar un proyecto de ley, encaminado a evitar que más inocentes sean encarcelados o ejecutados.

Lo mismo hicieron otros legisladores como Leah Landrum-Taylor y John Huppental. Ray Krone señaló que hay muchos inocentes privados de su libertad, y responsabilizó al sistema judicial de Arizona por dar tanto poder a los fiscales y policías, quienes prácticamente hacen lo que quieren con los acusados.

<#==#>

Politics wasn't behind this drug bust but politics has been behind many other arrests made by Sheriff Joe Arpaio thugs!

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0224ruelas0224.html

Politics probably not behind drug bust of Senate candidate's son 

Feb. 24, 2006 12:00 AM 

Sheriff Joe Arpaio says the arrest of U.S. Senate candidate Jim Pederson's son was not politically motivated. And there's no reason to believe that's not the case.

Even though the initial call alleging Pederson's son was involved with drugs came to one of Arpaio's top people. And that it took at least five deputies to bring down a less-than-cunning individual who had some marijuana and painkillers.

According to court papers filed to get a search warrant, James Pederson, 24, melted before a narcotics deputy who questioned him at his stopped car. Pederson admitted possessing illegal prescription drugs, the report says, and led detectives into his house where he showed them the rest of his stash.

What the paperwork doesn't detail is how the tip came into the Sheriff's Office.

In a phone interview Thursday, Arpaio said the full report that will be released next week would answer that question. For now, he would only say the call came to someone high up in his organization. "This was a mother concerned about her son using drugs associated with the son of Jim Pederson and asked for our help," Arpaio said. "This was an unusual one."

Playing politics in past

The Maricopa County Sheriff has previously shown that he is not above using his deputies to play politics.

In the 2000 election, his office cited an actor for impersonating an officer. The actor, playing a character named Joe Arizona, supported a gambling initiative. Arpaio supported a competing initiative. The actor was at a downtown Phoenix restaurant on Halloween wearing a highway patrol officer's shirt and pink underwear. The charges were dropped. 

During his own re-election, Arpaio sent deputies from his "threats" squad to interview the mother of Dan Saban, his opponent in the primary. The claim, without merit and dismissed by another law enforcement agency, that Saban raped his mother when he was a teenager was quickly given to a television station. Saban, now police chief in Buckeye, has filed a defamation suit against Arpaio and the station.

No apparent link to Kyl

Arpaio does not appear closely linked to U.S. Sen. Jon Kyl, the man Jim Pederson is trying to unseat. Their only apparent link is they are both Republicans. Kyl has issued a statement of sympathy to the Pederson family. So did Arpaio. "My heart goes out to the family," he said, "because this increasing drug traffic, drug use, is not only destroying our young people, (it's) destroying families, too."

The bust happened six weeks after the initial tip that Pederson possessed and sold Oxycontin, according to the search warrant request. A Maricopa County Sheriff's Office squad, known as the East Side Street Team, set up in west Phoenix, watching the house near 15th Avenue and Glendale, the affidavit says.

Arpaio said there is no such thing as the East Side Street Team. He said it must have been a typo.

When Pederson drove away from his house, narcotics detectives got a deputy to follow him. That deputy pulled Pederson over for making a lane change without signaling and asked if he could search Pederson's car. According to the warrant, Pederson said OK.

The deputy found a hollowed-out pen with drug residue on it. According to the affidavit, Pederson told an arriving narcotics detective the residue was Oxycontin and offered to turn over the remaining pills at his house. Pederson, the paperwork says, opened a drawer in his bedroom and gave deputies two more of the painkiller tablets, as well as plastic bottles of Soma and Tylex, both prescription medicines.

'Efficient' deputies

A search of Pederson's house found a few other pills on floors and in drawers, as well as a live marijuana plant growing in the bedroom closet. Pederson has not been accused of selling drugs.

Arpaio did not say how long deputies watched Pederson's house for this small-time bust. But did say detectives were "efficient."

Arpaio said his office knew from the start it was investigating the son of a political candidate, but "I don't like people saying this is because of politics." "I go after everybody."

True. Maybe it's best to give Arpaio the benefit of the doubt and assume this wasn't about politics but about his typical motivation: grabbing publicity.

Reach Ruelas at (602) 444-8473 or richard.ruelas@arizonarepublic.com.

<#==#>

The SWAT teams in this case performed just like they did in Colombine Colorado, they sat outside like cowards afraid to enter the building. A good reason to demand that all SWAT teams be disbanded! 

http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/0224Deaddecision0224.html

5 victims in Mesa home were murdered 

Jim Walsh and Senta Scarborough 

The Arizona Republic 

Feb. 24, 2006 12:00 AM

Five people found inside a bloody east Mesa house early Tuesday were shot to death by somebody they knew who vanished within minutes, police said.

On Thursday night, police announced the autopsies and physical evidence indicated the deaths were murders, not a murder-suicide as suspected by some, before an antsy crowd of more than 250 residents who packed a small church near the normally quiet Barrington Estates subdivison.

While police repeatedly told residents that the murders were anything but random in an effort to reassure them, it was clear from the numerous pointed questions that neighbors wanted more answers than they received about an investigation described by officers as "intricate and delicate," with detectives removing chunks from walls to recover all possible evidence.

A police spokesman refused to answer, for instance, when he was asked how detectives know that the slaying spree was a hit.

"The Mesa Police Department is dedicated to uncovering the truth in this incident, and we're working very hard to do that at this time," Commander Ron Kirby said. "Your neighborhood is very safe. This was not a random act. There is not someone on the loose who is a major threat to your community."

Police would not reveal the focus of their investigation. 

Court records show that victim Steven Terrence Duffy II was charged with arson, accused of working with his boss in a damage-restoration company to torch his boss' Scottsdale home.

Residents applauded when Sgt. Chuck Trapani, the police spokesman, said the first officer arrived at the scene near Baseline Road and Loop 202 within one minute, but Trapani also was questioned by Kyle Harmon and other residents about why it took the SWAT team three hours to enter the two-story house.

"I just feel like some people felt it took way too long,"' Harmon said. He and his wife, Tanya, live across the street from where the murders occurred. 

Trapani acknowledged it's possible that the lives of one or more victims could have been potentially saved if officers entered the house sooner, but he also said it's possible that a gunman inside might have opened fire and killed SWAT team members.

It was unknown to SWAT members that the gunman was long gone, apparently fleeing within minutes before officers arrived, Trapani said.

"I was frustrated as an outsider, watching the whole thing go down" Harmon said, conceding police had valid concerns about officer safety. "I still have an uneasy feeling that it took so long to get in."

The exchange occurred at a community meeting sponsored by police at Light in the Desert Church, where concerned neighbors mixed with a horde of reporters. 

Residents stressed that they still consider their neighborhood, with 244 homes, a safe place to live and have no plans to move or change the way they live. Police recorded 136 calls to the neighborhood last year, which they called a very low number. Residents complained to police about a woman who was selling alarm systems in the area right after the slayings.

A female source not identified in court records but possibly Duffy's girlfriend, Tammy Lovell, contacted police Nov. 30 and told them Duffy played a role in a Nov. 25 arson with his boss, William Craig Miller. 

Miller's attorney, Phil Noland, said Thursday his client isn't talking to police about the murders. Miller faces several charges in connection with the arson case. 

The court records said Miller, 28, was armed when he was arrested Dec. 1 and that Duffy and his girlfriend "fear for their safety." 

Manuel Toruga, 33, a spokesman for the victims' families, said in a statement that they had no comment and wanted privacy as they "are trying to cope with the loss of their five loved ones."

"The Duffy and Lovell families would like to express our deepest appreciation for all your thoughts and prayers at their time of need," Toruga said. 

Steven Duffy and his brother Shane Donovan Duffy, 18, as well as Tammy Lovell, 32, and her children, Jacob Lovell, 10, and Cassandra Lovell, 15, died of gunshot wounds.

Accounts for the families have been established at Desert Schools Credit Union under the Duffy Memorial Fund or the Lovell Memorial Fund. 

<#==#>

a mean sadistic criminal justice that is out of touch with reality!

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0223az-momcharged23-ON.html

Yuma woman who argued while son drowned gets 3 years 

Associated Press 

Feb. 23, 2006 02:22 PM

YUMA - A Yuma woman whose son drowned in a lake while she argued with her boyfriend about drugs has been sentenced to three years in prison.

Michelle Marie Nunez-Fields pleaded guilty to negligent homicide charges in the Oct. 10 death of her son, 5-year-old Jacob Andrew Nunez. The young boy was fishing at a lake north of Yuma when he fell in and drowned.

Prosecutors said Nunez-Fields was inside a trailer arguing with her boyfriend and his friend about "wanting to get high" when the boy drowned.

She went looking for him about 15 minutes later. The boy's body was eventually found floating in the water 30 to 50 yards from the shoreline, just north of the main boat ramp at Mittry Lake, by two fisherman who joined in the search, according to court records.

Prosecutor John Tate said he was pleased with the sentence, adding that the case was about more than just ordinary negligence or a parent's lack of attention to a child.

"The reason this child is dead is because the defendant was engaged in an argument over the use of drugs," Tate said. "It was the appropriate sentence."

<#==#>

Paul Lovell’s problem is that he is naive enough to believe that the police can actually protect people. Cops almost always take reports and fill out paper work after crime happens. It is very rare when the police arrest criminals in the act of committing a crime. 

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=59813

Father blames police in deaths  

By Gary Grado, Tribune 

February 23, 2006 

The father of two children found slain in Mesa with three other victims blasted Scottsdale police on Thursday for failing to protect them after the family raised concerns for their safety. 

Paul Lovell said his pain has turned to anger as he learns more about how fearful his estranged wife and her live-in boyfriend had become after they agreed to be police informants in a case of a Scottsdale man accused of burning down his house to collect insurance money.

Mesa police declared the case a homicide on Thursday but declined to speculate on a suspect. Police have not named the accused arsonist, Scottsdale resident William Craig Miller, as a suspect in their homicide investigation. Miller declined comment Thursday.

"I just do what my lawyer tells me to. That's why I pay him money. He's the professional. He tells me to say, ‘No comment,' I say, 'No comment,' ” Miller said.

Lovell's estranged wife, Tammy, 32, and their children, 15-year-old Cassandra and 10-year-old Jacob, were gunned down Tuesday in a Mesa home. Steven Duffy, 30, and his brother, 18-year-old Shane Duffy, also were fatally shot.

"They wanted to use these people to testify, but where was the protection?" Lovell said over the telephone from his Ocala, Fla., home. 

Scottsdale police Sgt. Mark Clark said detectives who worked the arson case discussed with witnesses the possibility of violence, but no one asked for protection. 

Clark said police will provide protection if there is imminent danger to a witness, but there is no protocol for evaluating threats other than on a case-by-case basis.

"It has to be a specific enough threat," Clark said. "And the person making it has to have the means to carry it out."

He declined to say whether any of the Mesa victims reported being threatened, and Scottsdale has refused to turn over police reports in the November arson, citing "serious public safety concerns." An attorney for the Tribune has challenged that decision under authority of the Arizona Public Records Law.

Mesa police detective Tim Gaffney said his agency learned about the family's fears only after the shootings. 

According to court documents and family members, Tammy Lovell called Scottsdale police to report that her boyfriend, Steven Duffy, helped Miller set fire to Miller's $450,000 home. 

Duffy, Shane Duffy and Tammy Lovell all worked for Miller, who owned the Scottsdale franchise Puroclean, a fire-damage and home restoration company.

Steven Duffy turned over key evidence, admitted his part in the crime and was charged with arson, documents state. 

The couple, under the supervision of police, called Miller and got him to make incriminating statements. 

Miller was arrested and charged with arson and posted $10,000 bail to get out of jail. 

Police asked that Miller be jailed without bail because Lovell and Duffy feared for their safety and Miller was a flight risk, court documents state.

Paul Lovell said it was only after the slayings that he learned from his surviving children who live with him that his wife was fearful.

"Law enforcement knew they feared for their safety," Paul Lovell said. "Now we're short five people — two children, three adults." 

Lovell said he is going to get to the bottom of what happened and he will eventually file a lawsuit. "I'm determined to see justice done one way or another," he said.

Tribune writer Paul Giblin contributed to this report. 

Contact Gary Grado by email, or phone (602) 258-1746 

<#==#>

who says you cant buy your senator????

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0225bribery0225.html

Contractor guilty in bribery plot 

Mark Sherman 

Associated Press 

Feb. 25, 2006 12:00 AM

WASHINGTON - Mitchell Wade plied Rep. Randy "Duke" Cunningham with a yacht, cash, cars, antiques and meals: more than $1 million in gifts over four years.

It was a fabulous investment for Wade, at least in the short term. His company, MZM Inc., received more than $150 million in Defense Department contracts beginning in 2002.

But on Friday, Wade pleaded guilty to conspiring with Cunningham, among four corruption charges that carry a maximum prison term of 20 years.

"I take full responsibility for my actions," Wade told U.S. District Judge Ricardo Urbina of Washington.

Cunningham, R-Calif., quit Congress last year after he pleaded guilty to taking bribes from Wade and others.

Wade, MZM's former president, also admitted making nearly $80,000 in illegal campaign contributions in the names of MZM employees and their spouses to two other members of Congress, identifiable from Federal Election Commission records as Rep. Virgil Goode, R-Va., and Rep. Katherine Harris, R-Fla.

Goode and Harris have said they would donate funds to charity in the amount of contributions they got from MZM.

Among Wade's gifts to Cunningham was the purchase of the congressman's California home for a price inflated by $700,000. Cunningham, 64, used the money to move into a $2.55 million, five-bedroom, seven-bath mansion in the exclusive San Diego County community of Rancho Santa Fe.

A bribe of $140,000 in the form of a 42-foot yacht, the Duke-Stir, brought Wade an offer of $16 million in contracts, according to Cunningham's sentencing memorandum, which calls for a 10-year prison term.

<#==#>

if you ask me giving people these types of deals corrupts the criminal justice system. i suspect that Chris Dale Wilson will gladly make up anything the Phoenix police ask him to make up to help convict his former buddy Donald Delahanty of murder. 

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0225wilson0225.html

Suspect allowed to deal 

Man will testify in officer's death

Michael Kiefer 

The Arizona Republic 

Feb. 25, 2006 12:00 AM

One of two men accused of murdering a Phoenix police officer was allowed to sidestep a possible death penalty in exchange for testimony against his accomplice Friday in Maricopa County Superior Court.

Chris Dale Wilson was originally charged with first-degree murder in the May 10 shooting death of Officer David Uribe. But the Maricopa County Attorney's Office set aside its no-plea-deal policy to allow Wilson, 28, to plead guilty to second-degree murder instead.

Wilson faces up to 22 years in prison. He will be sentenced after he testifies against Donald Delahanty, 19, whose trial is set for January. Delahanty is eligible for the death penalty if found guilty.

Wilson was driving a car that Uribe, 48, pulled over during a traffic stop in west Phoenix. Police and prosecutors believe Delahanty was the shooter.

The County Attorney's Office would not say why it decided to vary from its policy. Uribe's family wouldn't comment. His partner, Officer Jeff Pfaffenbach, said the plea agreement was in order. 

"Anything we can do to convict the person who killed Dave, I'm happy about," he said.

<#==#>

messy yard cops now want to shake down owners of messy airplanes!!!! don't these government nannies have any productive real work to do????

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=59885

Junky planes in cross hairs  

By Lindsay Butler, Tribune 

February 25, 2006 

Flat tires. Damaged propellers. Broken wings. Scottsdale Airport officials don’t want to see any of it. Planes tied down on the tarmac that are visibly unworthy to fly would be asked to shape up or ship out under a new rule proposed by the Airport Advisory Commission. 

Currently, planes in disrepair are allowed to park at the airport. The main motivation for the rule change is cosmetic, officials said. 

“No airport should look like a junkyard,” said Don Maxwell, chairman of the commission. The seven-member panel is set to vote on the issue April 12. 

The rule should sound familiar, said Chris Read, assistant aviation director. 

“The city doesn’t allow abandoned vehicles parked in the streets — they make the city look bad,” he said. 

Safety also is an issue. 

If a plane has a flat tire, it is more difficult to move in case of fire or emergency, Read said. 

As of this month, there are four or five planes that would be considered unairworthy, he said. But there are a dozen people on a waiting list for tiedown space at the airport, and even more for hangar space. 

Tommy Walker, general manager of the Scottsdale Air Center, was the first tenant to complain about the unsightly aircraft. 

“Somebody should be required to keep it in flyable condition,” he said. “You don’t have to go fly it. I can’t dictate what you do in your life. But other people would love to have a spot.” 

If the advisory commission approves the rule, owners of such planes would have 30 days to fix their aircraft. If the owners don’t take care of the problem, they could have their parking permits taken away. 

The airport is encouraging public input on the matter, because not everyone agrees it is a problem. 

All of the tenants are paying their monthly $35 tiedown bills, so none of the aircraft are technically abandoned, Read said. 

“We don’t want to do something that will hurt any individual,” Maxwell said. 

Scottsdale pilot William Gott said he is against the proposed change. Although he no longer keeps a plane in Scottsdale, he said it is a sign that the airport is only interested in corporate clients, not the local pilots. 

“One by one, they’re kicking people like myself off,” he said. “Eventually we’ll get tired and go away.” 

Scottsdale isn’t the first airport to look at this matter. 

Williams Gateway Airport in Mesa prohibits nonflyable aircraft from being stored on airport property. 

The Glendale Airport has the same rule, enacted to “prevent an unsightly Airport appearance.” 

To comment on the proposed change, call Read at (480) 312-2674 or e-mail 

cread@scottsdaleaz.gov. 

Contact Lindsay Butler by telephone at (480) 898-6514. 

<#==#>

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/02/21/politics/21reclassify.html

U.S. Reclassifies Many Documents in Secret Review 

By SCOTT SHANE

Published: February 21, 2006

WASHINGTON, Feb. 20 — In a seven-year-old secret program at the National Archives, intelligence agencies have been removing from public access thousands of historical documents that were available for years, including some already published by the State Department and others photocopied years ago by private historians.

Reclassified The restoration of classified status to more than 55,000 previously declassified pages began in 1999, when the Central Intelligence Agency and five other agencies objected to what they saw as a hasty release of sensitive information after a 1995 declassification order signed by President Bill Clinton. It accelerated after the Bush administration took office and especially after the 2001 terrorist attacks, according to archives records.

But because the reclassification program is itself shrouded in secrecy — governed by a still-classified memorandum that prohibits the National Archives even from saying which agencies are involved — it continued virtually without outside notice until December. That was when an intelligence historian, Matthew M. Aid, noticed that dozens of documents he had copied years ago had been withdrawn from the archives' open shelves.

Mr. Aid was struck by what seemed to him the innocuous contents of the documents — mostly decades-old State Department reports from the Korean War and the early cold war. He found that eight reclassified documents had been previously published in the State Department's history series, "Foreign Relations of the United States."

"The stuff they pulled should never have been removed," he said. "Some of it is mundane, and some of it is outright ridiculous."

After Mr. Aid and other historians complained, the archives' Information Security Oversight Office, which oversees government classification, began an audit of the reclassification program, said J. William Leonard, director of the office.

Mr. Leonard said he ordered the audit after reviewing 16 withdrawn documents and concluding that none should be secret.

"If those sample records were removed because somebody thought they were classified, I'm shocked and disappointed," Mr. Leonard said in an interview. "It just boggles the mind."

If Mr. Leonard finds that documents are being wrongly reclassified, his office could not unilaterally release them. But as the chief adviser to the White House on classification, he could urge a reversal or a revision of the reclassification program.

A group of historians, including representatives of the National Coalition for History and the Society of Historians of American Foreign Relations, wrote to Mr. Leonard on Friday to express concern about the reclassification program, which they believe has blocked access to some material at the presidential libraries as well as at the archives.

Among the 50 withdrawn documents that Mr. Aid found in his own files is a 1948 memorandum on a C.I.A. scheme to float balloons over countries behind the Iron Curtain and drop propaganda leaflets. It was reclassified in 2001 even though it had been published by the State Department in 1996.

Another historian, William Burr, found a dozen documents he had copied years ago whose reclassification he considers "silly," including a 1962 telegram from George F. Kennan, then ambassador to Yugoslavia, containing an English translation of a Belgrade newspaper article on China's nuclear weapons program.

Under existing guidelines, government documents are supposed to be declassified after 25 years unless there is particular reason to keep them secret. While some of the choices made by the security reviewers at the archives are baffling, others seem guided by an old bureaucratic reflex: to cover up embarrassments, even if they occurred a half-century ago.

One reclassified document in Mr. Aid's files, for instance, gives the C.I.A.'s assessment on Oct. 12, 1950, that Chinese intervention in the Korean War was "not probable in 1950." Just two weeks later, on Oct. 27, some 300,000 Chinese troops crossed into Korea.

Mr. Aid said he believed that because of the reclassification program, some of the contents of his 22 file cabinets might technically place him in violation of the Espionage Act, a circumstance that could be shared by scores of other historians. But no effort has been made to retrieve copies of reclassified documents, and it is not clear how they all could even be located.

It doesn't make sense to create a category of documents that are classified but that everyone already has," said Meredith Fuchs, general counsel of the National Security Archive, a research group at George Washington University. "These documents were on open shelves for years."  

Reclassified The group plans to post Mr. Aid's reclassified documents and his account of the secret program on its Web site, www.nsarchive.org, on Tuesday. 

The program's critics do not question the notion that wrongly declassified material should be withdrawn. Mr. Aid said he had been dismayed to see "scary" documents in open files at the National Archives, including detailed instructions on the use of high explosives.

But the historians say the program is removing material that can do no conceivable harm to national security. They say it is part of a marked trend toward greater secrecy under the Bush administration, which has increased the pace of classifying documents, slowed declassification and discouraged the release of some material under the Freedom of Information Act.

Experts on government secrecy believe the C.I.A. and other spy agencies, not the White House, are the driving force behind the reclassification program.

"I think it's driven by the individual agencies, which have bureaucratic sensitivities to protect," said Steven Aftergood of the Federation of American Scientists, editor of the online weekly Secrecy News. "But it was clearly encouraged by the administration's overall embrace of secrecy."

National Archives officials said the program had revoked access to 9,500 documents, more than 8,000 of them since President Bush took office. About 30 reviewers — employees and contractors of the intelligence and defense agencies — are at work each weekday at the archives complex in College Park, Md., the officials said.

Archives officials could not provide a cost for the program but said it was certainly in the millions of dollars, including more than $1 million to build and equip a secure room where the reviewers work.

Michael J. Kurtz, assistant archivist for record services, said the National Archives sought to expand public access to documents whenever possible but had no power over the reclassifications. "The decisions agencies make are those agencies' decisions," Mr. Kurtz said.

Though the National Archives are not allowed to reveal which agencies are involved in the reclassification, one archivist said on condition of anonymity that the C.I.A. and the Defense Intelligence Agency were major participants.

A spokesman for the C.I.A., Paul Gimigliano, said that the agency had released 26 million pages of documents to the National Archives since 1998 and that it was "committed to the highest quality process" for deciding what should be secret.

"Though the process typically works well, there will always be the anomaly, given the tremendous amount of material and multiple players involved," Mr. Gimigliano said.

A spokesman for the Defense Intelligence Agency said he was unable to comment on whether his agency was involved in the program. 

Anna K. Nelson, a foreign policy historian at American University, said she and other researchers had been puzzled in recent years by the number of documents pulled from the archives with little explanation.

"I think this is a travesty," said Dr. Nelson, who said she believed that some reclassified material was in her files. "I think the public is being deprived of what history is really about: facts."

The document removals have not been reported to the Information Security Oversight Office, as the law has required for formal reclassifications since 2003.

The explanation, said Mr. Leonard, the head of the office, is a bureaucratic quirk. The intelligence agencies take the position that the reclassified documents were never properly declassified, even though they were reviewed, stamped "declassified," freely given to researchers and even published, he said.

Thus, the agencies argue, the documents remain classified — and pulling them from public access is not really reclassification.

Mr. Leonard said he believed that while that logic might seem strained, the agencies were technically correct. But he said the complaints about the secret program, which prompted his decision to conduct an audit, showed that the government's system for deciding what should be secret is deeply flawed.

"This is not a very efficient way of doing business," Mr. Leonard said. "There's got to be a better way."

<#==#>

Wyoming police flush first amendment down the toilet!

http://www.jacksonholestartrib.com/articles/2006/02/23/news/wyoming/89e104edf84e36078725711e00727ac3.txt

Radio station pulls medical marijuana PSA after complaints

By The Associted Press

RAWLINS, Wyo. (AP) -- A pair of local radio stations has pulled a set of public service announcements advocating medical marijuana use after receiving complaints from the police chief and others.

Scott Freeman, a salesman for Mount Rushmore Broadcasting in Casper, which owns KIQZ-FM and KRAL-AM in Rawlins, said he pulled the PSAs as soon as he learned about them.

A disc jockey at the stations, Jack Morgan, had run the 30-second PSAs.

"I told him it was not the practice of this station to promote that type of thing because it was illegal," Freeman said.

Freeman said Morgan had run the PSAs without checking with station managers.

"As soon as we were made aware that it was being done, we made the change to have it canceled," Freeman said.

The station received three PSAs from the Marijuana Policy Project.

Rawlins Police Chief Mike Reed was among those who called Freeman to complain about the spots.

"For me, it was disturbing that the local radio station was running advertising that is counter to what the public and our community stand for ...," Reed said.

Information from: Rawlins Daily Times

<#==#>

the same thing happened maybe 6 months ago in the phoenix metro area. arizona police accused a mesa community college student of making the deadly poison ricin, and the local arizona labs identified it as ricin. a hazmat team of up to 50 cops and firefighters detoxed his apartment. and then a few days later the cops said "opps - it wasnt ricin after all - it was a harmless chemical". hey what the heck. the cops have to scare the shit out of the public to create a jobs program for highly paid but otherwise useless cops. the idiots at the FBI said they did the "right thing" of course it is "their" jobs program

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/front/3687369.html

Feb. 27, 2006, 9:17AM

Substance found at UT is not ricin

Investigators unsure what the powder is, but say it doesn't pose a health hazard

By MIKE GLENN

Copyright 2006 Houston Chronicle 

Mystery powder not ricin  

A powdery substance found in a roll of quarters by a University of Texas student while doing laundry in her dormitory is not the deadly toxin ricin, FBI officials said Sunday.

"We're relieved. My mood is elated," UT spokeswoman Rhonda Weldon said, shortly after receiving the campus all-clear signal.

Investigators still don't know what the powder is, but said final tests completed Sunday at a military base in Maryland show the substance discovered Thursday by Pearland resident Kelly Heinbaugh does not pose a health hazard.

"They did tell us it was nothing related to anything dangerous or biological or anything that could hurt anybody," FBI Special Agent Rene Salinas said.

Ricin is a highly potent poison made from the wastes left over after castor beans are processed to make castor oil.

Heinbaugh, who returned home after making the discovery, was later tested at Memorial Hermann Hospital as an extra precaution, Houston FBI officials said.

Heinbaugh could not be reached for comment Sunday.

On Saturday, Heinbaugh told the Associated Press that she had called her mother, who told her to wash her hands and tell the dormitory manager. The manager called the university police, and environmental health and safety crews cleaned and sanitized the areas.

About 400 students were evacuated late Friday after an initial test done on the powder found inside UT's Moore-Hill Dormitory came back positive for ricin or a similar substance. The students were kept out while decontamination teams in protective suits and oxygen masks cleaned the affected rooms.

"We had them leave again (Saturday) just to get that last bit of evidence out of there," Weldon said.

The early field testing performed by state health officials, however, could not check for the presence of proteins that would indicate if the powder was the deadly poison, said Salinas, with the FBI's San Antonio office.

FBI agents took custody of the sample Saturday and sent it to Fort Detrick, Md., home of the nation's Interagency Biomedical Research Confederation. Within a day, scientists at the Army base determined it was not ricin or any other dangerous material.

Though the alert prompted the evacuation of the large dormitory, UT officials are standing by the decision.

"I wouldn't think that the university or any of the agencies involved would regret taking the steps they took," Weldon said.

FBI officials said Heinbaugh also made the right call when she reported the substance.

"We're glad she acted the way she did," Salinas said. "It's always better to err on the side of caution."

It was unclear what the next stage of the investigation would be, Salinas said. "I'll have to wait until (Monday) to find that out."

mike.glenn@chron.com

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0227ricin0227.html

FBI: Powder found in Texas dorm not ricin 

Associated Press 

Feb. 27, 2006 12:00 AM 

AUSTIN - The FBI determined that a powdery substance found in a roll of quarters at a University of Texas dormitory was not ricin after initial state tests had indicated it was the potentially deadly poison, a spokesman said Sunday.

The FBI tests did not identify the substance, but they came back negative for the poison that is extracted from castor beans, San Antonio FBI spokesman Rene Salinas said.

"There were no proteins in there to indicate it was in fact ricin," Salinas said. He said it was unlikely that further testing would be done. 

Texas health officials did "just a quick test and they don't check for the proteins in ricin," Salinas said.

The mystery powder spilled onto Kelly Heinbaugh's hands as she unwrapped a roll of quarters in her dorm room Thursday. She said she had used five other rolls of quarters her mother had gotten from the same bank and none had powder in them.

The 19-year-old freshman and her roommate were evaluated for possible exposure to ricin and cleared at a hospital.

Roughly 400 residents of the Moore-Hill dormitory were evacuated Friday night while hazardous materials crews sanitized the area where the substance was found.

<#==#>

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0228crank0228.html

Firefighter accused of lewd phone calls 

Lindsey Collom 

The Arizona Republic 

Feb. 28, 2006 12:00 AM

A Phoenix firefighter is under scrutiny after police said he used a union-issued cellphone to make anonymous lewd calls to women he knew.

Phoenix Fire officials will decide today whether Phillip Michael Preston, 30, should remain on duty or be placed on administrative leave during an internal investigation.

Chandler police arrested Preston on suspicion of intimidating, threatening or harassing by phone Thursday. Preston, a Phoenix firefighter for more than five years, was cited for the misdemeanor charge and released.

Chandler police began investigating Preston in November, when a co-worker's wife filed a report out of fear she was being stalked, police records show. The woman said she received more than five calls over two nights from a man who made obscene comments or breathed heavily. 

Chandler police said they tracked the calls to Preston's union cellphone, which was issued to him as a trustee of the United Phoenix Fire Fighters Association in early 2005. A union representative could not be reached for comment Monday night. 

Further review of his cellphone records led investigators to five other women who said they received similar phone calls in the early morning hours. Four of the victims knew Preston, one didn't. 

Police records show Preston denied any wrongdoing and explained he couldn't have made the calls because his cellphone is turned off at night.

<#==#>

the only thing odd about this is the cop was arrested for his crime. thats unusuall. when cops commit crimes they usually are never arrested or charged with a crime.

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0301phxcopsteal0301.html

Officer accused of stealing cash while on duty 

Lindsey Collom 

The Arizona Republic 

Mar. 1, 2006 12:00 AM

PHOENIX - A police officer was arrested Tuesday on suspicion of stealing $2,100 from a crime scene.

Officer Jeremy Mangum, 25, is accused of taking the cash while investigating a residential burglary Monday. He has been placed on routine paid leave pending an internal review.

Police said Mangum made incriminating statements during an interview, but details were not available.

Mangum and a reserve officer went to a home near 67th Avenue and Encanto Boulevard to respond to a burglary call. The family told the officers they were worried about a large amount of money kept in the home, police spokeswoman Sgt. Lauri Williams said.

One of the officers found the cash and assured them it hadn't been taken, Williams said, but the money was gone when a family member went to check on it later.

Williams said Mangum took the money, but she wouldn't say where he put it. The officer, a Phoenix police employee for three years, was booked into a Maricopa County jail on suspicion of felony theft.

"When a police officer does something that calls to question the integrity of a police department, (it's) very concerning to us," Williams said. 

Mangum's personnel records show he was suspended for seven days in May 2004 in connection with domestic violence from 2003. Earlier in 2003, a Maryvale precinct sergeant lauded Mangum for "excellent tactics and judgment" in discovering a clandestine lab. He and two other officers received the Employee of the Month award for their efforts.

<#==#>

If Sheriff Joe Arpaio says Maricopa County Attorney Thomas is great then civil rights activists will probably think that Andrew Thomas is danger to our civil liberties. Personally I think Andrew Thomas is a much bigger Nazi then Rick Romley.

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0301thomas0301.html

County attorney stands his ground 

Critics, supporters find much to debate

Michael Kiefer 

The Arizona Republic 

Mar. 1, 2006 12:00 AM

Andrew Thomas is a tough-on-crime prosecutor, unafraid to take politically incorrect positions in the name of justice.

Or he's a race-baiting political opportunist who cares less about his duties as prosecutor than about staying in the public eye.

After 14 months as Maricopa County attorney, Thomas has been nothing if not controversial.

Victims rights advocates adore him, as do grass-roots community organizations, because he lobbies for tougher laws, doesn't like to offer plea agreements and doesn't shy away from the death penalty.

Defense attorneys dislike him for the same reasons.

During his campaign, Thomas focused on identity theft and crimes against children. His campaign signs came right out and said, "Stop illegal immigration."

But his unwavering attack on illegal immigration, an issue traditionally left to federal authorities, has so alienated the Hispanic community that reporters from the Spanish-language media ask him if he is a racist.

Still, even if Thomas is more of a theoretician than an experienced prosecutor, his theories got him elected.

"I'm fulfilling my campaign promises, and I'm going to be true to my principles," Thomas said. "And people can make of that what they would."

He plays to bipolar reviews:

"I've been very encouraged by the vigorous support of crime victims' rights in this state," victims rights advocate Steven Twist said. 

Donna Neill, state director of the grass-roots organization called Neighborhood Activists Interlinked Empowerment Movement, or NAILEM, said, "For his first year, I think he's done excellent. One of the things I admire about him is he's actually done what he said he was going to do in his campaign. And that doesn't happen very often." 

Neill, who has worked on neighborhood issues for 14 years and is one of the most prominent activists in the state, said she likes his stands on illegal immigration and on punishment for criminals.

"I think some of the penalties he's wanted to bring up to another level, and that's huge," she said. "I think too many times hands are slapped, and I think he's willing to say, 'That's enough!'"

Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio prefers Thomas to his predecessor in the County Attorney's Office, Rick Romley. 

"Anybody would be easier to get along with than Romley," Arpaio said. "It's good to have a county attorney after 13 years that we can get along with and agree to disagree with on certain occasions."

Romley, for his part, bites his tongue.

"I can't give you an analysis of his first year in office because I haven't seen enough," he said. "He talked about immigration, but I haven't seen any results. I haven't seen any major investigations, so I can't tell you what he's going to be like as a county attorney."

Hispanic leaders, however, don't mince words.

"If a measure (of his first year in office) is how much ink, how much television coverage, he's done quite well," said Alfredo Gutierrez, a former legislator, candidate for governor and a prominent spokesman for the Hispanic community. "If you measure it as a public relations effort as opposed to a prosecutorial effort, he's done quite well.

"(But) he is the chief prosecutor. Are we hearing about white-collar crime? Are you hearing about violent crime on the street?" 

Warming to the job 

In his first public appearances as county attorney, Thomas seemed stiff in his tailored suits and strident in his prepared remarks. But as he has warmed to the job, he has begun to stray from the script and is more willing to take phone calls from reporters on the fly. One on one, Andy - the name he goes by - Thomas is soft-spoken and genial, quick to laugh, quick to blush. 

Ann, his wife of 18 years, thinks people don't know how funny he can be and describes her husband as a doting father to their four children. 

It's not lost on the Spanish-language media that Ann is a first-generation Mexican-American whose mother speaks only Spanish. Thomas claims that one article speculated that his four kids might someday rise up against him because they are half-Mexican. 

Thomas and his wife met at the University of Missouri, and Ann, a certified public accountant, traveled with him to Boston while Thomas attended Harvard Law School.

Thomas worked in the NAACP office, and he wrote the first of his four books, a treatise on crime in America. Since then, he has written a biography of U.S. Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas. His most recent book, a squinty-eyed look at Harvard Law School, came out in 2005.

Political ambitions 

Thomas gives the impression of a man running for higher office.

He rubs shoulders with ultraconservatives on the national scene, inviting several to his immigration conference in the fall, hiring to do legal analysis a Washington, D.C., attorney who represented George W. Bush before the Florida Supreme Court during the 2000 election.

But when asked about his political ambitions, he coyly responds, "I kind of like the job I have," even as his cheeks turn red.

He works the media. Office insiders say the orders are to bring good press for Andy. Reporters face the frequent news conferences with "now what?" shrugs. 

Sometimes those news conferences focus on legislation Thomas would like to see passed.

During the 2005 legislative session, his office lobbied for and helped pass bills targeting identity theft, human smuggling, meth control, crimes against unborn children, and victims rights. Thomas helped abolish a law diminishing the seriousness of rape by a spouse, and he succeeded in getting a bill passed adding new aggravating factors to the state's death penalty statute.

In the current session, his office has weighed in on more identity theft and illegal-immigration bills, including one that would deny bond for undocumented immigrants at risk of fleeing or being deported before they stood trial. 

Thomas has made public statements critical of other public officials just minutes after those officials received a hand-delivered letter detailing his complaint.

"Everything is press-conference-politically timed," attorney Daniel Ortega said. 

Jason Rose, Thomas' public relations consultant during his election campaign, countered, "I don't think a public official can communicate too much with his constituents."

Going to battle  A year in review:

Thomas pumped up the battle against identity theft with public service announcements. He established a protocol among law enforcement agencies to keep them from shipping the victims from one jurisdiction to another, and he asked the county to give him funding to hire more prosecutors in that area.

He talked the county into much-needed raises for prosecutors and public defenders alike to keep them from fleeing to better-paying jurisdictions. In the past seven months, the department's attrition rate dropped to 12 percent from 21 percent. 

But he also demoted two long-time, well-respected bureau chiefs with national reputations as prosecutors. And while Thomas' special assistant deputy attorney, Barnett Lotstein, says that has helped boost morale, office old-timers rumble that it is evidence of heavy-handedness.

Thomas fought unsuccessfully with Irish lawmakers to extradite a fugitive priest charged with sex crimes against children. And although he extradited a triple homicide suspect from Mexico, he had to back down from his desire to seek the death penalty or life in prison with no chance of parole to get Mexican authorities to turn him over. 

He also has waxed vehement on lesser crimes that play to a seasonal center of attention, launching an assault on people who let their backyard swimming pools turn green when media attention turned to West Nile virus. 

"That was literally a life-or-death issue," he said. "We had 18 people who died the previous year. And it's annoying to have a slovenly neighbor who won't keep up his pool, and your whole neighborhood is full of mosquitoes." 

And although about 20 green-pool cases were resolved, the concern washed out of the public eye with the last of the monsoon storms.

And those campaign promises:

"Plead to the lead. I still consider that one of the hallmarks," Thomas said.

Fewer plea bargains 

In August, Thomas said he would no longer offer plea bargains to defendants charged with 12 violent felonies, including homicide, kidnapping and sexual assault. 

Instead of charging a higher felony in an attempt to make a defendant bargain to a lesser charge, Thomas determined that defendants could only "plead to the lead," or most serious charge and perhaps deal on any other counts in their indictment. Thomas intends to introduce similar plans for crimes against children. 

Defense attorneys say that at times that policy is too rigid because the best that the prosecutors will offer defendants is the same sentence they would get if found guilty. In such instances, there is no incentive not to go to trial and take a chance they'll be acquitted.

"A lot of that stuff doesn't make a lot of sense, and it's draining the resources of the court," said Phoenix attorney Ulises Ferragut, who counts among his clients Loren Wade, a former ASU football player accused of murder. "It's draining defendants that have to pay for their representation. It's draining their families. It doesn't make sense to me. It might fulfill some statistical goal for the County Attorney's Office, but it doesn't necessarily equate to justice."

Still, deals get made: At the last minute before trial, Thomas allowed a woman charged with negligent homicide for leaving a child in a hot car to plead to a lesser offense.

And it sometimes results in a better deal for defendants.

For example, in 1999, Shannon Elizabeth Whittle was convicted on 13 counts of child abuse and sentenced to 172 years in prison for abusing her infant quadruplets. But in August, when the state realized she had a strong chance of overturning the conviction on appeal, Whittle was allowed to plead to the lead, one count of child abuse, and was sentenced to 17 years with credit for six years served.

More criminal filings 

But with Thomas' tough stance, criminal case filings have increased. In 2004, Romley's last year as county attorney, the office filed 35,411 criminal cases; in Thomas' first year, 2005, 38,531 criminal cases were filed, an increase of 3,120. 

And the number of cases for which the County Attorney's Office seeks the death penalty nearly doubled, rising from 28 of 107 eligible cases in 2004 to 46 of 101 in 2005.

Thomas even filed intent to seek the death penalty in the case of a drunken driver who fled police and killed a motorist in April. Only one other state has ever attempted to obtain the death penalty in a vehicular homicide, and it was struck down on appeal.

Thomas felt justified in the decision.

"In that case it wasn't just somebody who committed a homicide, it was the totality of the facts, including a prior aggravated assault that sort of added up to a crime spree in my mind that culminated in a death. And when you put all that together, I thought warranted the death penalty."

But the previous assault charge Thomas mentioned resulted in an acquittal when it went to trial, and the police department admitted it violated its own pursuit policies, making the case less tenable.

Thomas says his office will re-evaluate the case. 

Defense attorney Larry Hammond points out that such a punishment would never be considered in 36 of the 38 states that have a death penalty.

"Whether you're a fan of the death penalty or an opponent, you'd like to think that the death penalty is being rationally applied," Hammond said.

Illegal immigration 

Thomas' most controversial campaign promise was to stop illegal immigration even though his opponents argued that as county attorney, he had no jurisdiction.

"The law is the law, and illegal immigration by definition is illegal," he said. "We are suffering the consequences of illegal immigration in Arizona in our crime rate, among other things."

Thomas makes a valiant effort to address the Spanish-language media in Spanish, which perhaps is a good thing because most of the fights Thomas has picked in the past year roll downhill toward the Mexican border. 

The border needs to be closed to keep drug smugglers and undocumented immigrants from flooding into the state. Just as some Arizonans are addicted to methamphetamine smuggled across the border, so too are they addicted to illegal labor. Both raise crime rates, he says.

In April, Thomas refused to file charges against an Army reservist who held seven undocumented immigrants at gunpoint and then claimed he was making a citizen's arrest. Arpaio was incensed, as were a coalition of Hispanic attorneys, who objected to no avail.

In July, Thomas protested when he had not been invited to a conference for law enforcement officers about illegal immigration hosted by Gov. Janet Napolitano. Calling the governor's conference "an amen corner," he decided to throw his own in November.

Despite his nay-sayers, Thomas did invite speakers with a range of opinions on the subject. In August, after the Legislature passed a law allowing the state to prosecute human smugglers, or coyotes, bringing undocumented immigrants into the state, Thomas announced a new unit in his office to prosecute such crimes.

But when other law enforcement officials seemed cool to the idea, Thomas went on the offensive. His first cases were filed last month.

Also in August, he indicted a handful of people who registered to vote even though they were not U.S. citizens. Perhaps just coincidentally, he announced the indictments in the week before state leaders completed rules to implement Proposition 200, the referendum passed to keep non-naturalized immigrants from voting. Or perhaps to prove that the rules were needed despite the protests of Hispanic community leaders.

In January, he threatened to sue the Maricopa County Superior Court over its "DUI Courts," which monitor the probation of men and women convicted of felony DUIs. 

At issue were a program conducted in Spanish and another that caters to Native Americans. Thomas produced a legal analysis claiming that the courts were discriminatory and "race-based." 

Thomas made good on a threat Tuesday when he filed a federal lawsuit to abolish the DUI Courts for Spanish speakers and Native Americans.

The unwavering attacks on immigrants draw kudos in letters to the editors of English newspapers but anger the more vocal segments of the Hispanic population.

"Civil rights in reverse is what I call it. What about our civil rights?" attorney Daniel Ortega said. 

Ortega thinks that Thomas plays to an anti-Hispanic constituency. It's "race-baiting," he said. "He knows exactly who he's talking to."

Thomas sloughs off the criticism.

"There is a certain political factor bound and determined to portray anybody who speaks up in favor of cracking down on illegal immigration as being motivated by prejudice or improper feelings toward people," he said. 

"That troubles me. It's completely false in my case."

In the year ahead, Thomas plans to continue to reorganize the office "to make it more efficient."

'Active first year' 

He wants to resolve the issue of the DUI Courts, and he wants to extend his policy on plea deals to crimes against children. "We had an active first year, and I'm going to try to continue," he said. 

It remains to be seen whether he'll close the political rifts he has created or force them open a little more.

But Thomas is smart and ambitious and unafraid to do what he believes is right, whether everyone agrees with him. 

"This is an office that lets you have a fairly broad impact on public policy," he said, "and I want to try to get taxpayers their money's worth."

<#==#>

29% of U.S. troops say we should leave Iraq NOW.

51% of U.S. troops say we should leave Iraq within 6 months.

72% of U.S. troops say we should leave Iraq in 6 months to a year.

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0301iraq-poll0301.html

Troops support withdrawal from Iraq 

Poll: Most want out of Iraq within a year 

Drew Brown 

Knight Ridder Newspapers 

Mar. 1, 2006 12:00 AM

WASHINGTON - Nearly three out of four American troops serving in Iraq think U.S. forces should withdraw within a year, and more than one in four say the United States should leave immediately, according to a poll published Tuesday.

The poll, conducted by Zogby International and the Center for Peace and Global Studies at Le Moyne College in Syracuse, N.Y., is a rare effort to determine the views of American troops serving in a ground war.

Twenty-nine percent of the troops surveyed said U.S. forces should leave Iraq immediately, an additional 22 percent said they should leave within the next six months, and 21 percent said within six to 12 months. Twenty-three percent agreed with President Bush's call for troops to stay "as long as they are needed," and 5 percent were unsure.

David Segal, a military sociologist at the University of Maryland, said that although most service members are more conservative than society as a whole, it wasn't surprising to see them reflect attitudes similar to civilians, who increasingly oppose the war.

Those views aren't necessarily an indication that troops are losing faith in the war, Segal said.

"One could argue that troops are saying, 'Hey, we've accomplished a great deal. It's time to get out,' which is what you hear a lot of people in Washington saying," he said.

According to Zogby International, the survey consisted of 944 military respondents who were interviewed face to face at several locations throughout Iraq from Jan. 18 through Feb. 14. The names of those interviewed and where they were interviewed were not disclosed. The margin of error was plus or minus 3.3 percentage points.

The survey was conducted without the Pentagon's permission, and some military officials privately questioned its validity because troops in a combat zone are likely to express negative views.

"The poll's findings certainly aren't reflective of the attitudes we see displayed by the majority of troops, who are performing in a remarkable manner in a combat situation far from home," said Lt. Col. Barry Venable, a Pentagon spokesman.

American soldiers in Iraq, in interviews with Knight Ridder Newspapers, frequently have expressed discontent with the situation there. They've cited too few soldiers to control the insurgency, a lack of equipment and pessimism about the success of the mission.

Other main findings from the survey:

• 85 percent of those surveyed believed that the war was "to retaliate for Saddam's role in the 9/11 attacks," although the 9/11 commission in 2004 found "no credible evidence" that Iraq had cooperated with al-Qaida in the attacks.

• 68 percent believed that the real reason for the war was to remove Saddam Hussein from power.

• 58 percent said the current mission was clear, and 42 percent said it was unclear.

• About two in five saw the Iraqi insurgency as mostly homegrown, with little foreign involvement.

• 53 percent said the United States should double the number of troops and bombing missions to control the insurgency.

• 55 percent opposed using harsh interrogation methods on prisoners.

• 43 percent said their armor and equipment were adequate.

Although 89 percent of Army reservists and 82 percent of National Guardsmen said the United States should leave Iraq within a year, 70 percent of regular Army troops thought that American forces should withdraw within that time frame.

<#==#>

Indians say F*CK BUSH!!!!

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0301india-protest0301.html

Demonstrators burn Bush in effigy in India 

Ramola Talwar Badam 

Associated Press 

Mar. 1, 2006 12:00 AM

BOMBAY, India - Demonstrators in India shouted, "Death to America!" and burned effigies of President Bush on Tuesday, demanding that he be barred from visiting the country this week.

Elsewhere, suspected Maoist militants attacked a group of trucks jammed with passengers in central India, killing 23 people and injuring 33, police said.

The militants blew up one truck and set fire to two others after stopping them near the town of Darbhaguda in rural Chhattisgarh state, said Girdhari Naik, a state inspector general of police.

The attack, about 750 miles southeast of New Delhi, came just one day before Bush arrives in India for a four-day visit. Fearing militants will time attacks to coincide with the visit, India has dramatically increased security in some parts of the country in recent days, particularly the volatile Himalayan region of Kashmir.

Across India, dozens of protests have been planned by Islamic leaders and communist politicians to protest the president's visit.

About 1,000 Muslims demonstrated in Bombay, some waving placards reading, "Devil Bush go back," with caricatures of Bush as a cross between Superman and Satan: dressed in the superhero's red-and-blue costume with devil's horns and clutching a missile.

"Bush is terrorist Number 1, and it is an insult to Indian Muslims that he is coming to India as a guest of the government," said Mohammed Saeed Noori of the Bombay-based Muslim organization Raza Academy. "Bush first destroyed Afghanistan, then Iraq. He should be stopped from entering India."

Although this nation of more than 1 billion people is overwhelmingly Hindu, it still has the world's second-largest population of Muslims.

Some mosques in the southern Indian city of Hyderabad, where Bush will visit Friday, have already unfurled banners protesting his arrival and plan to chant verses from the Quran in hopes that it will drive him away.

Muslim groups also have called for a daylong strike to protest Bush's visit to Hyderabad, a key center of India's booming information technology industry. Muslims account for nearly 40 percent of the city's 7 million people.

Meanwhile, members of the leftist Students Federation of India and the Communist Party of India burned effigies of Bush at three intersections in Hyderabad.

The communists, who are key allies of Prime Minister Manmohan Singh's government, also plan to protest Thursday at India's Parliament in New Delhi, a few miles from where Bush and Singh will meet.

"Up to 50,000 people will take part in the march, and we have the police permission to express our feelings," said Pushpender Grewal, secretary of the Communist Party of India.

<#==#>

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=60072

Police arrest firefighter in obscene call case  

By Katie McDevitt, Tribune 

February 28, 2006 

Chandler police arrested a Phoenix firefighter Thursday after several women said they received sexually harassing phone calls. 

Police tracked dozens of early morning calls to the union-issued cell phone of Phillip Michael Preston, 30, of Anthem. 

According to police reports, a Phoenix firefighter’s wife who lives in Chandler told police in November that a man called her multiple times, uttering obscene comments and making sexually suggestive noises. The woman thought the caller was a co-worker of her husband, since she only got the calls when he was at work. 

Police traced the call and subpoenaed Preston’s cell phone records, which revealed 23 blocked calls made in a half-hour time period early Nov. 14, the report showed. This was the same time period the woman talked to the caller. 

Police phoned the numbers and reached two of Preston’s co-workers, an in-law from Scottsdale and another woman — all saying they’d had “heavy-breathing calls.” 

Upon talking with the women, police learned Preston was linked to harassment of a relative and another firefighter in person, the report said. 

Assistant Fire Chief Bob Kahn would not comment on Preston’s arrest pending an internal affairs investigation. 

“I know we’ve been working with internal affairs and Chandler police department and we’ll make some decisions then,” Kahn said. 

Typical punishments range from reprimands to termination, Kahn said, but he would not say if Preston would be punished. 

Preston was a member services representative for two years at the United Phoenix Firefighters Association Local 493. His duties at the organization have included taking care of injured, sick and recuperating firefighters and family members, and helping with funeral arrangements when someone dies, said association president Billy Shields. He has been a member of the association for eight years. 

Shields was not available for comment Monday, but in an interview last week, he told the Tribune he disconnected Preston’s cell phone after hearing from police. 

Neither Preston nor his attorney could be reached for comments. 

According to the report, Preston denied knowledge of the calls when confronted by a relative. Preston said he also received late-night calls. 

Preston was given a citation, which accuses him of using the telephone to intimidate, threaten or harass someone. The offense is a class one misdemeanor, which carries fines up to $2,500 and six months in jail. 

Contact Katie McDevitt by email, or phone (480) -898-633 

<#==#>
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Counterfeit Caller ID is creating headaches 

Peter Svensson 

Associated Press 

Mar. 2, 2006 12:00 AM 

NEW YORK - Last fall, U.S. Rep. Tim Murphy's office started getting phone calls from constituents who complained about receiving recorded phone messages that bad-mouthed Murphy.

The constituents were especially upset that the messages appeared to come from the congressman's own office. At least, that is what Caller ID said.

"People thought we were making the calls," Murphy said.

The calls, which the Pennsylvania Republican estimated in the thousands, were apparently placed with fake Caller ID. That has been possible for a long time, but it generally required special hardware and technical savvy.

In the past few years, Caller ID spoofing has become much easier. Millions of people have Internet telephone equipment that can be set to make any number appear on a Caller ID system. And several Web sites have sprung up to provide Caller ID spoofing services, eliminating the need for any special hardware.

For instance, SpoofCard.com sells a virtual "calling card" for $10 that provides 60 minutes of talk time. The user dials a toll-free number, then keys in the destination number and the Caller ID number to display. The service also provides optional voice scrambling, to make the caller sound like someone of the opposite sex.

Caller ID spoofing appears to be legal, though many of its uses are not. The Federal Communications Commission has never investigated the issue, spokeswoman Rosemary Kimball said.

Lance James, chief scientist at security company Secure Science Corp., said Caller ID spoofing Web sites are used by people who buy stolen credit-card numbers. They will call a service such as Western Union, setting Caller ID to appear to originate from the card holder's home, and use the credit-card number to order cash transfers that they pick up.

Exposing a similar vulnerability, Caller ID is used by credit-card companies to authenticate newly issued cards. The recipients are generally asked to call from their home phones to activate their cards. Some card companies maintain, however, that they use additional means to confirm new cards. And Caller ID spoofing may not work for calls to 1-800 numbers, where the hardware can identify calls using a separate technology.

Both SpoofCard.com and SpoofTel.com say they will surrender call logs to authorities in response to subpoenas. SpoofCard.com's site says the service is "intended for entertainment purposes only."

Telephone companies can trace calls to their origin regardless of the Caller ID information they carry, but the process is laborious, especially because several companies can carry a call before it reaches its destination. 

<#==#>

quick!!!! get rid of any castor bean plants you have. you could be inddited for thinking about making ricin!

http://www.azcentral.com/12news/news/articles/0301az-ricin-charges01-ON-CP.html

Phoenix man indicted in ricin case 

Associated Press 

Mar. 1, 2006 05:46 PM 

A man arrested last year for possessing explosives and illegal silencers has been indicted on charges of attempting to produce a biological weapon.

Authorities found a large amount of castor bean plants, which can be used to make ricin, in the Phoenix apartment of 58-year-old Denys Ray Hughes in July.

Ricin is a poisonous protein that can be used as a biological weapon. As little as 500 micrograms of the protein, roughly the amount that fits on the head of a pin, is enough to kill an adult, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. advertisement  

"It was clear that we interrupted an individual that was infatuated and experimented with dangerous toxins and explosive weapons," said Tom Mangan, special agent and spokesman for the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.

"And we interrupted him at an early stage," he said.

Authorities believe Hughes is not a member of a terrorist organization, and that he was working alone, he said.

Additionally, no evidence points to specific plans of attack, he said, adding that authorities still don't know why Hughes would have been attempting to make the biological weapon.

"As to his intent, we still have a lot of unanswered questions," the ATF agent said. "A lot of that will be brought out during the course of trial."

A federal grand jury handed up the indictment against Hughes in February, but the information didn't become public until Wednesday, when Hughes pleaded not guilty to the charge in the U.S. District Court of Arizona. He also faces illegal weapons and explosives charges.

Authorities became aware of Hughes in July after being tipped off by Kansas authorities who had pulled him over for a traffic violation.

A sheriff's deputy in Russell County, Kansas found evidence of bomb-making materials and a "to-do" list that included "buying cannon fuse, finding secure storage, building a reinforced bunker," and moving "survival items such as food, lanterns, supplies and weapons," according to court documents.

Hughes told the deputy he could be considered a survivalist or a militiaman.

Four days later, authorities searched Hughes' cabin in Manitowish Waters, Wis.

Mangan said they found formulas for producing ricin, six bottles of castor beans, and dimethyl sulfide, a solvent that can penetrate the skin and has been combined with ricin in other incidents.

Authorities also found 42 biological and chemical samples and an arsenal of weapons hidden behind the cabin's walls. The weaponry, wrapped in plastic and foil, included pistols, high-powered rifles, ammunition, and artillery shells, Mangan said.

Also found were three books covering topics of chemicals, poisons, explosives, survivability and ammunition.

When officials searched Hughes' Phoenix apartment of 16 years the next day, they found about 20 castor bean plants growing between 15 and 20 feet tall, Mangan said.

They also found four unregistered weapon silencers, two pipe bombs, more chemicals and two Gila monsters, a poisonous lizard. Authorities seized the items, along with the hard drive of Hughes' computer, which has been examined for Internet searches on how to make ricin.

Mangan would not specify what was found on the computer.

Although the search took place in July, officials did not release information about the castor bean plants until Wednesday because they wanted to be prudent, Mangan said.

"We wanted to bring forth a charge that is going to be concrete and that is going to stick," he said.

He also cited recent false ricin alarms, such as the case at a University of Texas dormitory last week. An initial test showed a powdery substance found by a student was ricin.

After much publicity, it was later found the substance was not the biological weapon.

He added that at no time were Hughes' neighbors in Manitowish Waters or Phoenix in danger.

Prosecutors will use evidence found in both of Hughes' residences to prove their case, he said.

Hughes' attorney, Deborah Euler-Ajayi, would not comment on the case after Hughes' court appearance Wednesday.

In July, Hughes' then attorney described the man as a loner and hard-worker who does not want to bother anyone or be bothered.

"In the time that I have been dealing with him, he strikes me as a real nice, gentle guy," said Mike Lieberman, a federal public defender in Madison, Wis. "Sometimes circumstances look bad but the more light that is shed on this, I think it is all going to be cleared up."

Hughes faces life in prison on the biological weapon charge, and an additional 20 years for each of the four silencers and each of the two pipe bombs authorities found.

His trial is set for May in Phoenix.

--- 

On the Net:

U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives: http://www.atf.gov/
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Feds say f*ck the 1st when it comes to latinos and churches!

http://www.whittierdailynews.com/news/ci_3560513

Mahony blasts proposed immigration law

By Tracy Garcia Staff Writer 

WHITTIER - Local priests in the Los Angeles Archdiocese were called upon Wednesday by Cardinal Roger Mahony to ignore a proposed federal law that would require churches to ask immigrants for residency documents before offering them help.

During an Ash Wednesday Mass at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Angels, which marked the start of the 40-day season of Lent, Mahony said the church "is not in a position of negotiating the spiritual and the corporal works of mercy.

"We must be able to minister to people, regardless of how they got here," Mahony said.

The controversial immigration bill recently passed by the House of Representatives includes a provision requiring churches and other social organizations to ask immigrants for legal documentation before providing them assistance.

Institutions that fail to comply could be penalized.

A similar proposal is in a bill the Senate Judiciary Committee is set to debate this week.

But Mike Spence, president of the California Republican Assembly and a West Covina Unified School District trustee, said the bill in question would apply only to money that churches or social organizations receive from the federal government.

"Taxpayer money should go to those who are here legally, and not used as a resource to encourage people to break the law," Spence said.

As for Mahony's comments, Spence said they were "fine - and then we should ignore sending him taxpayer money for the services that he provides. He can ignore it but we don't have to give him the money."

Jackie Kolnick, a board member for the Whittier Area Interfaith Council, said the strings associated with federal money is the reason the council  doesn't seek those funds.

"I've always felt that the way to overcome government restrictions is to not use their money," said Kolnick, who runs the council's Cold Weather Shelter. "There's just no way we could pay for the extra staff or guards to do that kind of \ screening, so we scrimp and save to get what we have.

"I don't know what the answer to the immigration issue is," she added, "but I think that if you really want to help, you'll find other ways to help."

On Wednesday, Mahony told congregants at the cathedral that the Catholic Church exists to serve people, not the government.

He called on Catholics in the 288-parish archdiocese to commit to immigration reform, "especially in the face of increasing hostility toward immigrants."

"At this particular moment in our history, there seems to be these strident voices that are very much anti-immigrant," he said.

As disciples of Christ, "we are called to attend the last, littlest, lowest and least in society and in the Church."

Mahony has said he supports the immigration goals of the U.S. Catholic Bishops, who advocate a guest-worker program and amnesty for illegal immigrants.

Wire services contributed to this story.

tracy.garcia@sgvn.com

(562) 698-0955, Ext. 3051 

http://www.presstelegram.com/opinions/ci_3559750

Mahony's law

Cardinal's call for disobedience muddies immigration debate

A bill making its way through Congress that would require religious and other social institutions to ask immigrants to show documents that say they are here legally before giving them aid may not be in the spirit of what religious and social organizations are all about, but Cardinal Roger Mahony's call to disobey the law — if it passes — isn't the right answer, either.

Both the bill and Mahony's overreaction to it are yet more examples of the U.S.'s dysfunctional immigration policy. It's a policy that criminalizes day laborers like the nine who were arrested in the city of Orange last week for soliciting work near a Home Depot store. If the latest immigration bill in Congress were approved, it would also criminalize clergy and others who render aid to the needy if they refuse to act as immigration agents.

Mahony has every right to publicly oppose legislation that runs counter to his religious principles, but telling the priests in his 5 million member Los Angeles Archdiocese to disobey the law — if it becomes law — doesn't address the real problem with illegal immigration policy. And that's because there is no coherent, sensible policy.

One of the illegals who were arrested in Orange last week points to the fact that he can make $300 a week as a day laborer here, compared with $100 a week in Mexico. The problem with that, of course, is that most of that money is paid under the table. No taxes are paid — taxes that help support schools, public safety and health care that illegals use but don't help fund. And, since they are working off the books, they have no protection from employers who abuse or exploit them.

A guest worker program, which Mahony says he supports, in which immigrants are hired for jobs that can't be filled by citizens, would go a long way toward solving the cat-and-mouse game that police and illegals play outside Home Depot and other stores. Under a guest worker program, workers' identities could be checked, providing a safety net for employers.

There's obviously a need for day laborers. Under a sensible guest worker program, they would get the work they want, employers could have access to a steady stream of temporary labor, and, most important, police agencies would know who these people are and whether they are in the country legally. A guest worker program doesn't mean open borders. On the contrary, it would give everyone more control over who comes across the border and what they do when they get here.

We agree with Mahony that turning priests into immigration agents before they dispense communion is a bit harsh, and not in keeping with the concept of charity and human kindness. But telling the priests in the country's largest archdiocese to disobey a law only muddies the issue and does nothing to promote a sensible solution. Mahony is being disingenuous when he tells reporters that the proposed law is also aimed at terrorists who aren't likely to trek 50 miles over a parched desert to get to the U.S. That kind of illegal immigrant isn't likely to need or seek aid. The real issue is illegals from Mexico and other countries who come here seeking work — and wind up being arrested for doing so.

Preaching civil disobedience makes for sensational sound bites, but Mahony could have accomplished more by telling lawmakers what he thinks of their bill, and suggesting how the United States can control its borders and the people who cross them illegally.

http://www.sgvtribune.com/news/ci_3560721

Mahony flouts federal proposal

Church will not deny illegals help

From staff and wire reports 

Cardinal Roger Mahony on Wednesday called on priests in the Los Angeles Archdiocese to ignore a proposed federal law that would require churches to ask immigrants for residency documents before administering help.

"The church is not in a position of negotiating the spiritual and the corporal works of mercy," Mahony said during a Mass at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Angels marking the start of the 40-day season of Lent.

"We must be able to minister to people, regardless of how they got here," he said.

In the eyes of God, it would be a crime to turn away someone in need of help based on their immigration status, said Bob McKennon, a volunteer for the East San Gabriel Valley Coalition for the Homeless and a parishioner at St. John Vianney Catholic Church in Hacienda Heights.

The coalition operates a winter shelter run by East Valley churches for two weeks at a time. Although the coalition is made up of volunteers from many area churches, the program is not run directly by any church.

McKennon said the shelter, which is funded by the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority, is not required to verify anyone's legal status in order to help them. He was not sure how the proposed legislation would impact the churches' ability to house the shelter. McKennon added that requiring churches to turn away the undocumented would do little to stem illegal immigration.

"They'll go scrounge in the Dumpsters, or do whatever they have to do to sustain themselves," he said.

Andy Ramirez, of Covina-based Friends of the Border Patrol, said Mahony is crossing the line.

"I completely disagree with the cardinal," Ramirez said. "They're playing politics."

Ramirez said he is considering filing a complaint with the Internal Revenue Service, alleging the archdiocese is "playing politics" and violating its tax exempt status.

Ramirez added Mahony's statements are an effort to recruit more Catholics from the illegal immigrant community for the church's ultimate financial gain.

He also said the cardinal should spend more time advocating for more economic advantages for Mexicans so they wouldn't have to leave their country for a job. Ramirez said the real human rights violations are being committed at the border by smugglers and kidnappers.

Kevin McKee, a spokesman for Rep. Gary Miller, R-Brea, said the church would be assisting criminals if it didn't turn away illegal immigrants seeking aid.

"If you're here in the United States illegally, you shouldn't be here," McKee said. "You've broken the law. We don't want churches helping criminals."

An immigration bill recently passed by the House of Representatives includes a provision requiring churches and other social organizations to ask immigrants for legal documentation before providing them assistance. Institutions that fail to comply could be penalized.

A similar proposal is in a bill the Senate Judiciary Committee is set to debate this week.

Joe Colletti, executive director of the Institute for Urban Research and Development, said any social agency that accepts federal funds already cannot serve illegal immigrants.

Mahony told congregants at the cathedral that the Catholic Church exists to serve people, not the government. He called on Catholics in the 288-parish archdiocese to commit to immigration reform, "especially in the face of increasing hostility toward immigrants."

"At this particular moment in our history, there seems to be these strident voices that are very much anti-immigrant," he said.

As disciples of Christ, "we are called to attend the last, littlest, lowest and least in society and in the church."

Mahony has said he supports the immigration goals of the U.S. Catholic Bishops, which advocates a guest-worker program and amnesty for illegal immigrants.

Mike Spence, president of the California Republican Assembly and a West Covina Unified School District trustee, said: "Taxpayer money should go to those who are here legally, and not used as a resource to encourage people to break the law."

As for Mahony's comments, Spence said they were "fine - and then we should ignore sending him taxpayer money for the services that he provides. He can ignore it but we don't have to give him the money."

Some political leaders praised Mahony's comments, including Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, who called the federal plan "incredulous."

"I can tell you that the cardinal, I think, is right in saying that the church should not be in the business of enforcing our immigration laws," Villaraigosa said.

Staff writers Jason Kosareff and Tracy Garcia contributed to this City News Service story. 

<#==#>

and sadly cops are very good at getting people elected who are pro-police and who give the police lots of our tax dollars.

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=60215

Scottsdale cops hit ban on political activity  

By Ryan Gabrielson, Tribune 

March 2, 2006 

Rules prohibiting Scottsdale employees from any political activity in municipal elections serve as a gag order that violate their constitutional rights, police union representatives said. 

Under city code, public employees are not permitted to make campaign contributions, circulate candidate petitions or post yard signs on their private property. Such rules are intended to prevent political favoritism and protect the integrity of municipal elections. 

However, the Police Officers of Scottsdale Association, which issues endorsements during City Council elections, have had to tip-toe around the regulations to take any stand, said Jim Hill, the union’s president. 

“Everyone’s tried to — how do I say it nicely — skirt it,” Hill said. 

When the union released its council endorsements last week, members could not explain the choices themselves, instead referring questions to Hill’s wife. 

In November, before the current race began officially, the City Attorney’s Office issued an internal newsletter to all employees providing its interpretation of what the code restricts. While the ordinance broadly asserts that “employees will remain free from any political activity” in Scottsdale elections, City Attorney Deborah Robberson said the newsletter offered specifics. 

In a question-and-answer format, the newsletter stated that city employees can vote and, in their off-hours, express their opinions and attend political events to become better informed. However, that expression is limited to informal verbal exchanges. 

No employees have been cited for violating the code. It is enforced when complaints are made. 

“We don’t have a commission or a group of employees that are going around ferreting out or following employees to see what they’re doing,” Robberson said. 

Scottsdale based its parameters of what the city can restrict on court rulings, she said. 

“There’s case law that allows the infringement of First Amendment rights by municipalities in certain circumstances,” she said. “And there’s a balance.” 

Striking that balance has proven tricky. 

Many of these type of statutes have been struck down by the courts for violating free speech, said Joe Clees, a Phoenix labor law attorney, while some municipalities have loosened their restrictions. 

The federal government has repeatedly revised its rules, instituted by the Hatch Act. Federal law mainly restricts government employees from using public resources or from political activity when working. 

Arizona law limits state employees’ involvement in state elections, as Hatch does in federal races. Both allow contributions and campaigning for or against candidates during off-hours. 

By comparison, Scottsdale’s rules are “pretty rigorous,” Clees said. After reviewing Scottsdale’s code Wednesday, he said he was not aware of any previous legal challenge to similar rules. 

The police union did not raise complaints when the city’s legal interpretation was released. Martin Bihn, an attorney representing the union, said they will take action against the code if an employee is disciplined for what is deemed a constitutionally protected activity. 

The city’s interpretation makes a distinction between ballot initiatives and council races that does not exist in the code. Robberson said court rulings permitting speech restrictions deal solely with candidates, not initiatives. 

Hill said the distinction smacks of hypocrisy, as the city called on the police union when asking Scottsdale voters for a tax increase. In 2004, with the union’s support, the city gained a sales tax increase to hire additional police officers and buy land in the McDowell Sonoran Preserve. 

“They did not mind me going up to community meetings with my arm in a sling because I tore it open chasing bad guys, telling people, ‘Yeah, I’m a police officer here and we need a safety tax because we need more bodies,’ “ Hill said. 

Conflicts and confusion are common when it comes to public employees and politics, said David Merkel, general counsel for the League of Arizona Cities and Towns and a former Tempe city attorney. 

“There’s no bright line between protected speech and nonprotected speech. It’s like beauty, it’s in the eye of the beholder,” Merkel said. 

When he worked for Tempe, Merkel and his wife argued over her desire to display yard signs in support of a council candidate. 

As she was co-owner of the home, Merkel said she believed she should have been able to use half the front yard for her purposes, a move that might have put him at odds with a future boss. 

“I talked her out of it,” Merkel said, laughing. 

Contact Ryan Gabrielson by email, or phone (480)-970-2341 
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Pakistanis protest Bush visit, cartoons 

By MUNIR AHMAD 

Associated Press Writer

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) -- Anti-U.S. protests erupted in several Pakistani cities Friday, with crowds burning American flags, chanting "Death to Bush!" and scuffling with police shortly before the U.S. president was to arrive for a two-day visit.

Other Pakistanis demonstrated against cartoons of Prophet Muhammad as radical Islamic groups called a strike that shut shops and businesses some towns.

The government promised ironclad security for Bush's visit, with one official saying hundreds of army commandos and paramilitary troops would be patrolling the capital.

"We have made foolproof arrangements for the safe stay of President Bush and we do not think there will be any problem," said Brig. Javed Iqbal Cheema, a senior Interior Ministry official who also coordinates with U.S. authorities on counterterrorism issues.

Police in the southern city of Karachi used tear gas and clubs to stop about 1,000 people from marching on the U.S. Consulate, witnesses said.

The stone-throwing crowd came within 200 yards of the building, which was the target of a suicide bomb attack Thursday that killed an American diplomat and three others. The protesters burned U.S. flags and chanted, "Pakistani nation wants head of Bush!"

In Rawalpindi, a city just outside the capital of Islamabad, hundreds of police swung batons to chase off about 1,000 protesters on a major road about five miles from where President Bush's plane was expected to land on a flight from neighoring India.

As Bush wrapped up his visit in India, an anti-U.S. protest in the Indian city of Lucknow turned into a clash between Hindus and Muslims that left one person dead and 12 injured, police said.

 Mark Smith, A-P correspondent, with President Bush: President Bush is wrapping up a three-day stay in India -- and heading to Pakistan. 

The violence erupted when dozens of armed Muslims tried to force Hindu shop owners to shut their stores to protest Bush's visit, Senior Superintendent of Police Ashutosh Pandey said.

The clash came amid anti-Bush demonstrations in various Indian cities by communists and Muslim groups, which had demanded he not be allowed into the country.

In Rawalpindi, some Pakistanis chanted "Killer go back" and "Death to America" during the 30-minute protest. One demonstrator had a bloody forehead, and police stuffed at least five others into a van, an Associated Press photographer on the scene said.

The demonstrators were supporters of the Imamia Students Organization, a Shiite Muslim group. Some trampled on the U.S. flag, while others carried Bush portraits with his face crossed out in red.

In Chaman, a southwestern town on the Afghan border, between 4,000 and 5,000 people protested peacefully. They shouted, "Go back Bush! Bush, dog!" and "God is great!"

A similar rally by about 3,000 people took place in the northwestern city of Peshawar.

About 300 university students rallied in Islamabad, burning an effigy of Bush. Some carried signs that said, "Go back, go back big Satan Bush."

Javed Rahman, one of the protesters, said: "We are protesting against the coming of Bush because we hate him. He is the killer of so many innocent people, so many innocent Muslims."

The students also burned a Danish flag, in protest of the Muhammad cartoons first published in a newspaper in that European nation.

More than 600 people, most of them students, staged a rally in Muzaffarabad, the capital of Pakistan's portion of Kashmir, to protest the cartoons. Some wore white shrouds with bands reading, "We can sacrifice our lives to protect prophet's dignity."

Four men stood on a busy street in the eastern city of Lahore with a sign reading "Boycott all goods from Denmark." They were surrounded by a dozen police within minutes and taken away in a pickup truck.

Officials also snatched an anti-Bush sign from a woman on the same street and ordered her away.

The Islamic coalition Mutahida Majlis-e-Amal, or United Action Forum, called a strike to condemn the cartoons.

Qazi Hussain Ahmed, a coalition leader, told reporters in Lahore that it also was protesting the visit by Bush, saying coalition supporters would greet the U.S. president with black flags.

---

Associated Press writers Zarar Khan in Karachi, Naseer Kakar in Quetta, Asif Shahzad in Lahore and Riaz Khan in Peshawar contributed to this report.

<#==#>

business as usuall for the LAPD - who says rampart was an isolated incident. the only thing isolated about rampart was that the cops got caught.
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Ex-officers charged in robbing drug houses 

By JEREMIAH MARQUEZ 

Associated Press Writers

LOS ANGELES (AP) -- They cased homes containing drugs, money and weapons like suspects in any other robbery ring, prosecutors say.

But instead of donning ski masks and stealing through windows in the dead of night, the robbers allegedly wore police uniforms and badges as they carried out raids that authorities say were intended to appear like official law enforcement searches. Five of the suspects were sworn officers at the time.

Nineteen people have been charged in the ring, led by then-Los Angeles police Officer Ruben Palomares, prosecutors said Thursday in announcing the results of a four-year investigation.

Palomares and his associates are accused of targeting locations where people were suspected of selling drugs, then gaining access by saying they were conducting a legitimate police search before stealing valuables, prosecutors said.

"While this story sounds like a script from 'The Shield' or 'Training Day,' it actually happened here in L.A.," said Assistant U.S. Attorney Thomas O'Brien.

A federal grand jury on Tuesday indicted six people, and those arrested were a former sheriff's deputy now on leave from the state Department of Corrections and two fired officers from the Los Angeles and Long Beach police departments. Three people who were indicted are still being sought.

The defendants face multiple counts of conspiracy to possess narcotics with the intent to distribute, deprivation of rights under color of law and using a firearm during a drug trafficking crime and a crime of violence.

Thirteen people charged earlier include Palomares, 36; two of Palomares' cousins; and Jesse Moya, 29, a former LAPD officer who agreed to plead guilty to a conspiracy charge in 2004.

Palomares and Moya "are traitors to the badge that the men and women of this department so proudly wear, traitors to their fellow officers, but most importantly, traitors to the public trust," Los Angeles police Chief William Bratton said.

Authorities contend that Palomares supplied the group with uniforms, radios and even badges to carry out the raids. In some cases, members drove to targeted drug houses in official LAPD cars. Victims were allegedly restrained, threatened and sometimes beaten while the group scoured the houses for drugs, weapons and money.

Stolen property included 600 pounds of marijuana, TVs, jewelry, money and rifles from Los Angeles County sites, prosecutors said.

Palomares already is serving 15 years in prison for drug trafficking and weapons crimes dating from 2001.

"He has accepted full responsibility for his roles in these misdeeds," said Palomares' attorney Winston Kevin McKesson.

---

Associated Press Writer Greg Risling contributed to this report.

<#==#>

Police Chief Bobby Bowman won't let you give CPR help to gays in his town! 
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Suit: W.Va. police chief denied gay man CPR 

By ALLISON BARKER 

Associated Press Writer

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- A small-town police chief was accused in a federal lawsuit Thursday of stopping a would-be rescuer from performing CPR on a gay heart attack victim because he assumed the ailing man had HIV and posed a health risk.

Claude Green, 43, died June 21 after being stricken yards from City Hall in Welch, a community of about 2,400.

The American Civil Liberties Union sued on behalf of his mother.

Police Chief Bobby Bowman called the allegations "a boldface lie." He said that he called an ambulance and that Green was taken to the hospital in "no more than nine minutes."

"No one refused him CPR as his sister and mom are saying. They can do what they want, but if they're saying I refused him CPR, that is no way true," Bowman said.

The lawsuit accuses Bowman of pulling off Green's friend Billy Snead as Snead was performing chest compressions on the man. Snead was a passenger in Green's pickup truck when Green collapsed; Snead had managed to pull over the vehicle.

Snead said in an interview that he didn't realize at first it was Bowman giving the order and continued working on his friend. Bowman repeated his command to get away, saying that Green was HIV positive, then grabbed Snead by the shoulders and told him to sit on the curb, Snead said.

"He was a police officer so I got out the way. I assumed he would help. I didn't want to be a hindrance," Snead said. "He also told the ambulance drivers that he was HIV positive and to be careful."

Green was pronounced dead at the hospital after about 30 minutes of attempts to revive him.

Rose Saxe, a lawyer with the ACLU's AIDS Project, said Bowman's alleged actions contributed to Green's death and violated the Americans with Disabilities Act, equal protection laws and due process rights.

Saxe said Green's death was "tragically senseless" because he did not have the AIDS virus, but added that he should have received lifesaving care even if he was HIV-positive.

"He was simply a gay man in Welch, West Virginia. And because of that we can only assume that Chief Bowman assumed he had HIV and it was unsafe to even touch him," Saxe said.

When asked if he knew if Green was gay, Bowman would not answer and referred questions to McDowell County Assistant Prosecuting Attorney Danny Barie, who also represents the City of Welch.

Barie said Thursday he had received a copy of the complaint but could not comment because he had not reviewed it or discussed it with Bowman.

<#==#>

India says "F*CK BUSH"
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Three killed at Indian anti-Bush protests 

By NIRMALA GEORGE 

Associated Press Writer

HYDERABAD, India (AP) -- Anger at President Bush swept through parts of India on Friday as protesters burned his effigy and carried posters of Osama bin Laden. Three people were killed in clashes, and 18 were injured.

While most Indians look favorably upon the United States, and though the protests have not been as large as expected, anti-Bush demonstrations have been held in various Indian cities by communists and Muslim groups during his visit.

Violence erupted in the city of Lucknow when dozens of armed Muslims tried to force Hindu shop owners to shut their stores to protest Bush's visit, said Senior Superintendent of Police Ashutosh Pandey. The two sides argued, exchanged blows, and finally shot at each other, killing a Muslim teenager, Pandey said.

Television stations showed shrieking people carrying the injured on fruit carts through narrow streets choked with protesters.

In the southern city of Hyderabad, demonstrators burned an effigy of Bush around the time that he arrived there.

Chanting "Bush hands off India" and "Bush go home," several hundred communist and Muslim demonstrators marched through the city, and shops in the Muslim-dominated Charminar neighborhood were closed in protest. Some 40 percent of the city's 7 million people are Muslim.

Later, some worshippers at a Charminar mosque threw rocks at police after Friday prayers. Officers surrounded the mosque with barbed wire and called on protesters to disperse peacefully. Two protesters and two policemen were slightly wounded, police said.

Also Friday, police in Srinagar, the summer capital of Indian-controlled Kashmir, a predominantly Muslim Himalayan region, clashed with worshippers protesting the visit. About a dozen people were wounded, police said.

There was heavy security all over Hyderabad, one of India's burgeoning high-tech centers, as Bush arrived in the city for a few hours on the second stop of his visit to India. He then flew back to New Delhi, the capital.

Communist parties and Muslim groups are upset with the growing ties between the two countries and the American presence in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Still, India topped a global survey on positive attitudes to the U.S. last year carried out by the U.S.-based Pew Research Center for the People and the Press, with 71 percent of Indians reporting a favorable perception of America.

While there have been numerous protests this week across India against Bush's three-day visit, with the crowds at some totaling tens of thousands of people, the numbers fell far short of the millions that organizers had threatened to bring to the streets ahead of the visit.

In Hyderabad, protesters waving red and black banners marched three kilometers (two miles) to a rally where they burned an effigy of Bush and conducted a mock funeral. Some carried posters of al-Qaida leader Osama bin Laden.

"We are protesting against George Bush because he is a warmonger. We are demanding the evacuation of American troops from Iraq," said B.V. Raghavulu, a senior leader of the Communist Party of India (Marxist).

In Srinagar some 5,000 worshippers chanted anti-American slogans and burned effigies of Bush as they emerged from Friday prayers. The worshippers pelted police with stones and bricks.

Police used tear gas to disperse them and the street fighting left about a dozen protesters and policemen injured, said police officer Ali Mohammad.

<#==#>
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Agent says he "messed up" in not reporting 2005 shooting 

By ALICIA A. CALDWELL 

Associated Press Writer

EL PASO, Texas (AP) -- A U.S. Border Patrol agent accused of wounding a suspected drug smuggler and then trying to cover up the crime testified Thursday that he made a mistake by not reporting the shooting.

"I just messed up," Agent Ignacio Ramos told a jury in federal court Thursday. "I was just worried about a lot of other things. I was full of adrenaline ... I was worried about a lot of other things."

Ramos and Agent Jose Alonso Compean are accused of shooting and wounding a Mexican national and not reporting it.

When questioned by a prosecutor, Ramos testified he didn't see any physical confrontation between Osvlado Aldrete Davila and Compean but assumed there had been since he found Compean on the ground after hearing several shots fired.

Ramos said he didn't stop to help Compean, who he initially feared had been shot, before chasing Aldrete on foot and firing a single shot because he was concerned that Aldrete was still a threat.

"If I stop to help him, I'm leaving myself vulnerable ... that means two agents are down," Ramos said. "I can't take care of that agent if the threat harms me."

After repeated questions from Assistant U.S. Attorney Debra Kanof, Ramos also acknowledged that he never used his two-way radio to report that shots were fired or that an officer was down.

The Feb. 17, 2005, shooting was first discovered after Aldrete's mother reported it to the mother-in-law of an Arizona Border Patrol agent.

Ramos and Compean, who each face about a dozen federal charges including assault with intent to commit murder, have denied any wrongdoing. Investigators said both men tried to cover up the shooting by not reporting it and Compean picked up several spent bullet casings after the incident.

Testimony is expected to continue Friday.

<#==#>

its hard to beleive but maricopa county has a new asshole who is worse then sheriff joe. its maricopa county attorney andrew thomas.
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Smuggled immigrants arrested as smuggling accomplices 

PHOENIX (AP) -- Fifty-four immigrants discovered in a pair of furniture trucks were under arrest Friday for allegedly conspiring with their smugglers to sneak into the country illegally.

The arrests mark the first time local authorities have applied a new state law on migrant smuggling to the smuggled immigrants themselves.

The people were discovered Thursday about 50 miles west of Phoenix. Authorities said they obtained confessions from several in the group who said they paid smugglers - commonly called "coyotes" - up to $2,000 each to bring them across the border. All 54 were booked into a county jail.

Frustrated by the federal government's perceived inaction in repairing America's immigration system, state lawmakers approved a smuggling law a year ago creating the state crime of human smuggling.

In September, the county attorney for Arizona's most populous county took the law a step farther. He issued an opinion declaring that illegal immigrants can be prosecuted as co-conspirators if they pay a coyote for transport.

Under Maricopa County Attorney Andrew Thomas' interpretation, the immigrants arrested Thursday can be charged with a felony punishable by up to 2 years in prison.

That concept has yet to be tested in court, but Thomas says he intends to charge the smugglers under the new law under his power as the county's chief prosecutor.

Sheriff Joe Arpaio, whose agency made the arrest Thursday, likened the relationship between a coyote and a person being smuggled to that of a drug dealer and user.

"If the customer pays a dope peddler money, he's violated the law," Arpaio said. "(Here), they're paying for transport."

Thomas, a Republican who campaigned on the promise of getting tough on illegal immigration, has also set up a special squad to focus on enforcing the new state smuggling law.

"The bottom line is Arizona has a tremendous problem with illegal immigration," Thomas said. "Look, if you're going to enter Maricopa County and try to commit a felony, you're going to jail and you're going to be prosecuted."

But some question Thomas' logic.

"I can't imagine somebody won't challenge that," said Margarita Silva, a criminal defense attorney and president of Los Abogados, a Hispanic law group.

She said smuggled immigrants who become co-conspirators or co-defendants would have to incriminate themselves to testify against the coyotes, potentially weakening the case against the smugglers.

Prosecutors in other Arizona counties have said they've had trouble bringing cases under the state's new migrant smuggling law because it's hard to hold on to the illegal immigrants who are the witnesses to the crime.

---

On the Net:

Maricopa County Attorney Andrew Thomas: http://www.maricopacountyattorney.org/ 
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Senate OKs measure to renew Patriot Act

Sheryl Gay Stolberg New York Times

New York Times

Mar. 3, 2006 12:00 AM

WASHINGTON - The Senate overwhelmingly on Thursday passed legislation renewing the sweeping anti-terror law known as the USA Patriot Act, ending a months-long impasse on Capitol Hill and virtually guaranteeing that the measure will go to President Bush to be signed.

The vote of 89-10 followed an agreement last month by the White House to add more protections for individual privacy. That deal mollified four Senate Republicans, who had joined with Democrats last year in blocking the bill, an extension of a law enacted after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.

The measure's 16 major provisions were set to expire March 10, but if the House approves the bill, as expected, 14 of the 16 will become permanent.

Renewing the Patriot Act was a priority for Bush, but resistance from some lawmakers had resulted in a series of short-term extensions as the debate dragged on.

But the vote on Thursday does not end the long-running debate on Capitol Hill over whether the Patriot Act, which greatly expanded the government's investigative powers in the wake of the Sept. 11 attacks, strikes the proper balance between government authority and civil liberties.

Some lawmakers who voted for the bill expressed deep reservations about it, and the Republican chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, Sen. Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania, is already drafting further legislation to revise it.

Since its adoption in 2001, the Patriot Act has drawn complaints from advocates for civil liberties, who contend that provisions like those allowing the government to obtain library and medical records infringe on basic civil rights.

The revised measure passed Thursday adds additional judicial oversight to the original law. It would give recipients of subpoenas the right to challenge an accompanying judicial order not to discuss the case publicly, though they would have to wait one year while complying with the subpoena in the meantime.

<#==#>

It is hard to beleive but it looks like maricopa county attorney andrew thomas is a bigger nazi then sheriff joe!!!!
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54 jailed under 'coyote' statute 

Lindsey Collom 

The Arizona Republic 

Mar. 3, 2006 12:00 AM 

Maricopa County Sheriff's deputies jailed 54 people Thursday on suspicion of conspiring with a "coyote," or human smuggler, to sneak them into the United States.

It was the first time local authorities have applied a new Arizona statue on human smuggling to immigrants. 

The law, enacted in August, gave the state's prosecutors a way to go after coyotes. But it was unclear whether the people being smuggled would be treated as victims or as partners in crime.

It didn't take long for Maricopa County Attorney Andrew Thomas to issue his opinion: Undocumented migrants can be prosecuted as co-conspirators if they pay a coyote for transport. Thomas got his chance to test his interpretation on Thursday. 

"The bottom line is Arizona has a tremendous problem with illegal immigration," Thomas said. "Look, if you're going to enter Maricopa County and try to commit a felony, you're going to jail and you're going to be prosecuted."

Thomas' interpretation, issued in September, makes it possible to charge undocumented immigrants with a felony punishable by up to 2?years in prison.

But not everyone buys into that theory.

Margarita Silva, a criminal defense attorney and president of Los Abogados, a Hispanic law group, said she was surprised the "pollos," or immigrants, were arrested on suspicion of conspiracy. 

"I can't imagine somebody won't challenge that," she said. 

Authorities on Thursday said investigators seized evidence and obtained confessions that the group had paid one or more coyotes to smuggle them in a pair of furniture trucks with Sonora, Mexico, plates.

Sheriff Joe Arpaio likened the relationship between a coyote and a person being smuggled to that of a dealer and user.

"If the customer pays a dope peddler money, he's violated the law," Arpaio said. "(Here), they're paying for transport."

A sheriff's deputy stopped the furniture trucks for erratic driving about 3:30 p.m. near the western edge of Maricopa County. Rufinda Guzman, 33, was one of four women who met up with the truck drivers in San Luis, Mexico. She said through an interpreter that the drivers offered to take them across the border, but she claimed they were not coyotes. She was confused over the arrest. 

Silva said that in some cases, the immigrants might actually be victims if they are being held against their will.

"I think it will be incredibly hard for the government to prove the case against the pollos . . . when you consider they are the prime witnesses against the coyotes," Silva added.

Once they become co-conspirators or co-defenders, they would have to incriminate themselves to testify against the coyotes and might weaken the case against the smugglers, Silva said. 

<#==#>

isnt this a joke. the city of tempe in a politically correct move asks residents to conserve water. of course now that tempe revenues are down from using less water tempe residents will have to pay more money for less water. an idiot could have told us that! so the big question is why didnt the tempe city council members figure that out in the first place???
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Tempe water savings a Catch-22 

Jahna Berry 

The Arizona Republic 

Mar. 3, 2006 12:00 AM

The city's water fund, which encompasses water, sewer and flood irrigation services, faces a projected $9.4 million shortfall this fiscal year.

While the city will probably cover the losses with its estimated $63 million water fund reserve, decreased water consumption and infrastructure costs may spur annual deficits for several years, Tempe's city manager and financial expert say. 

The Tempe City Council will hear a presentation on the issue March 23.

"The good news is our (water) conservation program is working," said City Manager Will Manley. "The bad news is that our conservation program is working." 

The predicted red ink comes after the council approved a three-year water rate increase in 2005, starting with a 9.5 percent hike that took effect in November. 

Even before the recent projections, the city's staff has said that more rate hikes could come in the future, Tempe Financial Services Manager Jerry Hart. 

Several factors have created the shortfalls, Hart said.

The water fund is almost entirely dependent on consumers water use for revenues and overall water use is down, though this year's long dry spell may change that, he said.

"My guess is the (consumption) numbers will go back up a little because we haven't had rain," Manley said.

Also, Tempe is in the midst of a five-year $200 million capital program to upgrade its water and wastewater facilities. And while Tempe residents are using less water, the city still must pay for fixed overhead.

"Because of the city's huge capital program in wastewater and water, for the foreseeable future we would need several rate increases," Hart said. 

For now the city will probably dip into the water fund's reserve to cover the shortfalls, but it's unclear what the city's long-term strategy will be. 

<#==#>

Dont worry about him. He is a ex-government ruler and will do his time in a country club prison which has fine food and dining, and fine rooms (not cells) for the guests (not inmates). He will almost have as many perks in his guest home (not prison) as he had while in congress.
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Ex-congressman gets 8-plus years for corruption

Associated Press

Mar. 3, 2006 04:15 PM

SAN DIEGO - Former Rep. Randy "Duke" Cunningham, who collected $2.4 million in homes, yachts, antique furnishings and other bribes on a scale unparalleled in the history of Congress, was sentenced Friday to eight years and four months in prison, the longest term ever meted out to a congressman.

Cunningham, who resigned from Congress in disgrace last year, was spared the 10-year maximum by U.S. District Judge Larry Burns.

Cunningham, a Republican who resigned last year in disgrace, accepted money from defense contractors and others in exchange for steering government contracts their way and other favors.

Federal prosecutors sought the maximum and his attorneys asked for mercy, but Cunningham, choking up as he addressed the judge, focusing on accepting blame. "Your honor I have ripped my life to shreds due to my actions, my actions that I did to myself," he said.

"I made a very wrong turn. I rationalized decisions I knew were wrong. I did that, sir," Cunningham said.

<#==#>
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History of Deceit

Why should we approve this bond election when Phoenix City Hall has lied to us big-time in the past?

By John Dougherty 

Article Published Mar 2, 2006

The City of Phoenix's $878 million bond election, early voting in which is already under way, comes down to one issue: trust. 

Do you believe bond proponents' pitch trumpeted by Phoenix Mayor Phil Gordon that the bonds can be sold "with no new taxes"? 

Or do you think it's impossible to go that deeply into debt without someone, somewhere, getting stuck with the bill -- which almost always means higher taxes? 

After all, somebody has to pay for the bonds that will cost an estimated $1.8 billion over 30 years, including interest. This works out to payments of $58 million a year in principal and interest. 

At first glance, the city's claim that taxpayers won't pay more appears to be valid. But the reality is, such an assertion is simply hogwash and continues a long pattern of duplicity by the city when it comes to public financing of major projects. 

The fact that bond promoters have billboards all over town promising "No New Taxes" is disingenuous at best and makes me wonder how many more shenanigans lurk ahead when the bond money would be distributed. 

It's not that I'm against most of the projects that will receive money if voters approve the bond issue in the election that culminates on March 14, when polls are open throughout the city (these days, most people vote absentee). 

The most high-profile project, to be financed with $188 million in bond money, is construction of Arizona State University's new downtown campus -- a project I believe is crucial to transforming Phoenix into a major cosmopolitan center. 

I just don't like how slick the city government has been in implying the bond issue won't cost citizens more money than they are currently paying in property taxes. 

That's a flat-out lie. 

The city even admits this is misleading propaganda on page 13 of the official information pamphlet sent to registered voters. The pamphlet states that the $878 million bond issue will require "an average annual secondary property tax rate increase of 29 cents per $100 of assessed valuation over the life of the bond." 

That's pretty damn clear -- there will be a secondary property tax rate hike. The tax increase is equal to about $29 on a $100,000 residential home and $720 on a $1 million commercial property. 

Of course, the city then adds a caveat -- made possible by the complicated nature of property tax assessments, which include two categories: the primary property tax rate, whose proceeds are dedicated to the city's general fund for operation and maintenance expenses, and the secondary property tax rate that raises money to pay off voter-approved debt. 

The primary and the secondary tax rates are added to determine the combined property tax rate. The City of Phoenix has had the same combined tax rate of $1.82 per $100 of assessed valuation of property since 1993. 

To keep the appearance that the bonds can be repaid with no additional property taxes, the city promises voters that it will lower the primary property tax rate by an amount equal to the increase in the secondary property tax rate, thereby keeping the overall property tax rate the same. 

The city hopes that voters just shrug their shoulders and say, "The combined property tax rate stays the same, so who cares? I'll vote yes." 

What the city doesn't tell you is this: 

A state-mandated formula combined with extraordinary growth in Phoenix automatically forces the city to reduce its primary property tax rate every year. 

But rather than pass the savings on to property owners, the city instead assumes more debt that must be repaid by higher secondary property taxes. The city sets the value of a bond sale so that -- when the increase in the secondary property tax rate needed to repay the bonds is added to the declining primary tax rate -- the combined tax rate remains equal to $1.82. 

It's a clever maneuver designed to make it seem that the bonds would be repaid with no more taxes. But in fact, the proposed bond sale wipes out all the potential benefits from lower primary property taxes that could have been passed on to property owners. 

"This is just outrageous what they are doing," says Randall Pullen, a leading opponent of the bond election who was soundly defeated by Gordon in the 2004 mayoral election. "This is an expansion of city government that is appalling." 

Lauri Wingenroth, the city's deputy budget director, tells me that Phoenix already has set its current primary property tax rate at the maximum allowable by state law at 86 cents per $100 of assessed valuation. She says the city projects that its maximum primary property tax rate will decline to 79 cents by 2009 and 59 cents in 2031. 

But taxpayers won't benefit from the primary property tax rate's decline because Phoenix already has $1.3 billion in outstanding debt from bond programs approved by voters in 1988 and 2001. If voters approve the current bond package, the city will be carrying $2.2 billion in bond debt that will eliminate any chance of a property tax reduction for decades to come. 

The primary and secondary tax rate dance is just one part of the city's smoke-and-mirrors philosophy on property taxes. The total amount of property taxes you pay is based on the combined property tax rate multiplied by the assessed valuation of your home and business. 

As everyone knows, property values have soared in the past two years. Maricopa County Treasurer David Schweikert says the average residential parcel will see a 52 percent increase in assessed valuation. Property tax valuations are being mailed this week to property owners. 

What this means is that a home worth $100,000 last year will now be valued at about $152,000. Therefore, the property taxes collected to repay the City of Phoenix's latest bond package will jump from $29 to $44 for the same property. 

No matter how you cut it, the bond issue will result in citizens paying higher property taxes. 

Mayor Gordon says rising property values are a positive sign, and, indeed, they are, if you can afford the higher property taxes that come along with it. 

"Property values in a desirable city are going to go up whether there is a bond election or not," Gordon says. "We didn't raise the tax rate." 

But the city didn't lower the tax rate to compensate for the higher property values, either. Instead, it wants to add more debt. 

Pullen says the city could reduce the value of the bond sale by half and still provide residents a bit of property tax rate relief. But the city, Pullen says, doesn't want to ever reduce the overall property tax rate for political reasons: 

"Once the tax rate goes down, you can't get it to go back up because it's a tax increase, and no one is going to vote for that." 

It does appear that the city is overzealous in its desire to sell bonds and is even having difficulty spending the bond money approved five years ago. Voters approved a $754 million bond package in 2001 -- and the city has yet to spend $164 million of that. 

Now the city wants to add another $878 million in debt for a wide array of projects, a number of which stray far from the traditional role of using bonds to pay for major capital projects such as roads, sewers, water treatment plants, open space and recreational facilities. 

Among the more unusual projects the bond issue would fund is the construction of several small high schools, along with environmental cleanups that should be the responsibility of private businesses. The ASU investment is particularly controversial since city bonds traditionally aren't used for state-funded universities. 

There certainly is an appearance that the city is piling on unnecessary projects to increase the amount of the bond issue so the combined property tax rate won't decline. 

I find that extremely troubling. 

Why should we trust the city now when it already didn't level with us in the past on two major downtown projects? 

One of these is the massive $40 million parking garage on the northwest corner of Seventh Street and Washington downtown that loses hundreds of thousands of dollars a month. The city had the audacity to tell the public it was building the 3,000-space garage to serve (get this!) the newly opened science center. 

This lie was bandied about to avoid a public vote that would've been necessary if the city had revealed that the garage's real use was parking for Bank One Ballpark, now Chase Field ("Parking Mirage," April 25, 1996). It's unlikely voters would've approved spending money on the structure that critics derisively dub the Garage Mahal. 

Even more outrageous is the city-owned, 1,000-room, $350 million convention center hotel. The city also sneaked this one past the voter-approval requirement by creating a "municipal corporation" that last November sold $350 million in bonds supposedly to be repaid from proceeds from the hotel. 

Once again, the city promised citizens that the project wouldn't cost them a dime, but careful examination of bond documents shows that taxpayers are on the hook for shortfalls between revenue generated by the hotel and the cost of repaying the bonds. 

The hotel is the boondoggle from hell that no private developer would dare to undertake because it's a guaranteed financial loser. I predict the project, which will break ground next week, will bleed the city for years to come ("Stick It To 'Em," July 8, 2004). 

Given the city's history of deceit on these two projects, and its misleading "No New Taxes" campaign for the current bond election, I urge voters to reject the bond package and force the city to come up with a proposal that provides funds for needed projects and lowers the combined property tax rate. 

<#==#>

laro you probably know this lady or have at least seen her. she is a white lady from the south who is a muslim and is always involved in the anti-war activities. i saw her a lot when i went to the AZPEACE stuff. 

http://www.phoenixnewtimes.com/Issues/2006-03-02/news/feature_full.html

The Chosen One

Deedra Abboud is an enigma wrapped in a hijab

By Joe Watson 

Article Published Mar 2, 2006 

Michelle Paster

Of Deedra Abboud, Anti-Defamation League director Bill Straus says: "I find myself often wondering on whose side she stands."Details

Who / What:

American Muslims

One Sunday evening in February, Deedra Abboud serves dinner at her north Phoenix home. The first course is lentil soup and lamb, followed by a dish of pickles, carrots and olives. Falafel, hummus, crab samboosa, cucumber sauce. 

And then, pot roast and mashed potatoes. 

You can take the girl out of the South -- Little Rock, Arkansas, to be exact -- and put her in a headscarf, but she'll bring her cookbook with her. 

Deedra Abboud just gets more interesting from there. She's got a copy of the Koran, too. 

Abboud is a Muslim, a self-proclaimed feminist, and she does the dishes. She defends her husband's right under Islam to have as many as four wives. "But I wouldn't want that," Abboud says, her hands deep in soap suds, her pastel blue headscarf, or hijab, hugging her round face. "I wouldn't agree to it. Not right now, anyway." 

A lot of multicultural couples have blended their beliefs to make a marriage work, but Deedra Abboud's not just a Southern girl who converted to Islam and married a guy from Iraq. She's the director of the Arizona chapter of the Muslim American Society's Freedom Foundation, a Washington-based civil rights group. 

Abboud is 34. Not so long ago, she was a Southern Baptist, a business major at the University of Arkansas, where she warned Muslim students that they were going to Hell for treating women poorly. 

Now, she prays five times a day, but chooses which interpretations of Islam work and don't work for her, personally. In conversation, she admits she doesn't understand the fuss over the Danish cartoon controversy that's sparked violent protests around the world. 

"If Muslims want to protest," she says, "why don't they protest Guantánamo?" 

But her press releases say something else. "The [Danish] paper wanted to instigate trouble by disrespecting Muslims from the very beginning," she wrote in an e-mail to local media on February 9. But, she also wrote, "Deliberate provocations like these cartoons only gives additional power to extremists -- who we are all attempting to fight in the 'war on terror.'" 

Her measured diplomacy is an asset, as well as a burden. 

Still, Deedra Abboud is the chosen one, picked by Muslim men to be the face of Islam in Arizona. A white, fair-skinned face with ocean-blue eyes and a disarming smile. 

And that's just about the only thing that makes perfect sense. 

The youngest daughter of four born to a Methodist mother and a Southern Baptist father, Abboud hasn't been in touch with her father -- who Deedra says was a cheater and physically abused her mother -- since she was a kid. 

"I never really knew him," Abboud says. "I didn't care to." 

She hasn't spoken to her mother, Jean Fullbright, in a year. Fullbright could not be reached for this story, although Abboud says she's living somewhere in the Valley. Fullbright came to live with Abboud and her husband, Ali, but moved out after she and Ali quarreled not about religion but over Fullbright's untidy habits, like eating in bed. The following account is Deedra Abboud's own. 

Her parents divorced when Deedra was 4. Abboud says her mother was awarded custody of the children as well as child support that Deedra's father never paid. In 1976, Arkansas law enforcement officials weren't rounding up deadbeat dads. 

So Jean became a deputy sheriff, Abboud says, to go after guys like her ex-husband. Jean even spearheaded a state law, according to Deedra, that allowed the state to garnish the wages of noncustodial parents in 1979. 

Jean remarried. But when Deedra's father was kicked out by his second wife when Deedra was a teenager, her mother welcomed him back into the house -- forcing her new husband out. Deedra's mother and father parted ways for a second time, though -- and for good -- four years later. 

Abboud used to think her mother was a man-hater. Now she knows it's not that simple -- she calls her mom a feminist, instead. 

"I learned from my mom that you don't need a man to make it in this world," she says. "My mother was very self-sufficient and taught us girls that we needed to be as well." 

And so she was turned off by Islam -- or "Muhammadism," as one of her junior high teachers called it -- when she was told that Muslim women were neither self-sufficient nor capable of being so. 

"My teacher also taught us that Muslims were going to Hell. And I think I believed her at first," Abboud says. "But I also wanted to know how this woman knew who was going to Hell and who was going to Heaven." 

Deedra remained a devout Christian from her senior year at Little Rock's Central High School until she went away to college at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock in the early 1990s. 

There, she came across Muslim students attempting to spread the word of Islam by passing out pamphlets to fellow students going to class. From what Deedra knew of Islam, the religion kept women sheathed in black and "two steps behind men." 

"I used to yell at them that they were going to Hell," Abboud says, laughing. "I think I just got a charge out of arguing with them." 

Her love of conflict prompted Abboud to then seek out a copy of the Koran, "just so I could argue better," she says. But after searching throughout Little Rock and coming up empty, she says she drove six hours to Houston, Texas, to find it. 

"That's when I sort of became enlightened," she says. "A lot of the things that didn't make sense to me in Christianity were starting to make sense to me through Islam." 

Such as the story of Adam and Eve, in which "Eve was supposedly the source of all evil," Abboud says. "Yeah, I had a big problem with that. I learned that, in Islam, [Adam and Eve] were equally responsible and they were equally punished." 

In Christian teachings, she never understood how Jesus could be the son of God. 

"God doesn't have a gender, so therefore, he cannot be a father," she says. Nor did she comprehend "why Jesus would've died for our sins," she says. "How can anybody take responsibility for someone else's sins?" 

Islam was beginning to provide answers to her questions. 

"But," she adds, "I still argued!" 

Abboud's older sister, Sharm Baker, who lives in Houston and works as a project manager for an engineering firm, remembers discussing what she calls "DeeDee's confusion" about Islam before Abboud converted. 

"I think all of us, my mother and my sisters, were a little concerned for her," says Baker, a churchgoing Christian. "Personally, I was surprised, maybe bewildered. I didn't know a lot about [Islam] myself, but I grew to understand how the clarity of Islam drove her. 

"We're all looking for direction, a path," Baker says. "Religion helps stabilize us." 

The deep South was no place for Deedra Abboud to contemplate a conversion to Islam. 

"Bible belt? Arkansas? Come on," she says. 

After graduating from college with a degree in business, Abboud took a trip to Phoenix with her mother in 1998. She fell in love with the desert, and moved here. 

Shortly after arriving in the Valley, she heard about an open house at the Tempe Islamic Cultural Center, the mosque near Arizona State University. 

There, she met Yuko Davis, a Japanese-American Muslim who, like Abboud, was raised in the South. Davis was married to Ahmad Al-Akoum. Al-Akoum, along with the Muslim American Society, was hosting the event. Al-Akoum was a board member with MAS and later became the chairman of the board of the Islamic Cultural Center. 

"My wife was in the back of the mosque with the ladies," says Al-Akoum, who is Lebanese. "She was answering questions for non-Muslim people, and she introduced me to Deedra. 

"Deedra asked the basic questions about what Islam meant, what were the tenets of the religion. We talked for maybe an hour or so, and not long after the open house, she came to us and said she wanted to convert." 

But, as he finds is often the case with new converts, Al-Akoum had to restrain Deedra from strutting her new beliefs too fast. 

He warned her, as her spiritual adviser, that maybe she should wait to wear the hijab. 

"I think she, like many others, was very excited to begin her new life," Al-Akoum says. 

Abboud was so excited that she flew home to Arkansas to tell her mother about her conversion. She chose not to wear the hijab. 

"In Islam, you don't shock your family," Abboud says. "And I knew if I walked off the plane wearing the headscarf, well, that would really shock my mother." 

So she took it slow. 

"I sat down at the table with my mother and explained to her that I had become a Muslim," she recalls. "And then I brought out the headscarf slowly." 

Her mother recoiled. 

"She said, 'After 50 years of women fighting for our equality, you're going to hide your beauty?'" Abboud says. "I said, 'After 50 years, don't you think we earned the right to choose whether we wear short skirts and low-cut tops or if we're going to be judged on our intelligence?' 

"She's been fine with my being Muslim ever since." 

When she returned to Arizona, Abboud struggled to find a job where she would be welcome to wear the hijab. She came across a Muslim-owned construction company whose owners actually wanted a secretary who wore one. 

Her boss was a guy named Ali Abboud. 

Seated at the dinner table in their home, Deedra recalls the first time she met her husband. Ali listens, smiling. After Ali showed her to her desk the first day on the job, Deedra says, he turned away while keeping his eyes on Deedra, and slipped -- headfirst -- over a Persian rug. 

Deedra tried not to laugh until Ali picked himself up and left the room. 

"I always tell friends of ours that Ali fell for me the first time he saw me," Deedra says, giggling. 

But Deedra refused Ali's courtship. 

In Iraq, Ali admits, he was "a bit of a playboy." He had had several girlfriends, but hadn't wanted to settle down. Under Saddam Hussein's control, Iraq was a far more secular country than it is today, and Ali wasn't used to traditional courtship prescribed by Islam -- with a chaperone present -- nor did he spend his time praying, ever. 

"I wouldn't give him the time of day until he started praying, and I told him so," Deedra says. 

The morning after that conversation, Ali called Deedra to tell her he had prayed for the first time. Soon, he was praying to Allah five times a day. 

And now, Deedra says, "He's surpassed me in piety." 

They've been married for seven years. 

Like most Arizonans, Deedra and Ali Abboud were asleep when the first plane, American Airlines Flight 11, slammed into the north tower of the World Trade Center at more than 400 miles per hour on September 11, 2001. 

"I was in bed, and my sister called me and told me I needed to turn on the TV," Abboud says. "I got up and turned it on and was like, 'Oh my God.' It looked more like a Hollywood thing." 

As soon as the second plane, United Airlines Flight 175, crashed into the south tower, she feared who the culprits might be. 

"I hope it wasn't a Muslim," she thought, watching the tragedy unfold with Ali. 

She got dressed, put on a headscarf, and went to work, employed in the accounting department of a manufacturing company. She'd recently left her job working for Ali and his brother. "Ali and me and his brother's family all lived together and worked together," Deedra says. "It just was not a good situation not being able to separate work and home." 

Shortly after she arrived at work on September 11, the company's human resources manager met with her and, she recalls, told her, "If anyone says anything sideways to you, let me know." 

She says, "They didn't know how people might react." 

At the time, Abboud was also on the board of directors of the Council of American-Islamic Relations, which was attempting to start an Arizona chapter. Abboud got involved in CAIR because she'd wanted to establish a career and an identity within the Muslim community separate from her husband. 

She was politically savvy, with strong communication skills, according to her friend and spiritual adviser, Ahmad Al-Akoum. She had already established contacts with the local media. And, like most converts, she had the enthusiasm and zeal to defend Islam -- and its 3 to 8 million practitioners in America, depending on whom you ask -- at all costs. 

So when CAIR looked to hire an Arizona staff, Abboud applied and was hired as the chapter's director. 

"Deedra was somebody we saw as already widely respected within the Muslim community," says Ibrahim Hooper, CAIR's national spokesman in Washington, D.C. 

Of course, it was impossible not to see her for what she was: 

A white woman with a seemingly sweet, Southern disposition -- a face for Islam in America that looked nothing like the mug shots of the 19 hijackers. 

Yet Hooper says that neither Abboud's race nor her gender had anything to do with her hiring. 

"It's always valuable to have people who can relate to the community that you're trying to reach," Hooper says. "But if that assisted her, it was just a side benefit." 

CAIR has several women of Middle Eastern and Arab descent in leadership positions within its organization, from national spokeswoman Rabiah Ahmed to chapter directors and board chairs in Texas, northern and southern California, and Ohio. 

The Muslim American Society has women in high posts as well, such as its outreach coordinator in Chicago, a regional spokeswoman in Richmond, Virginia, and a new youth board chairman here in Arizona. 

"The important thing is, we don't have any ceilings for women in the organization," says Madhi Bray, the national director of MAS' Freedom Foundation. 

Abboud, as well as her close friend and fellow convert Aneesah Nadir, a professor of social work at Arizona State University's West campus, say that while women are increasingly becoming part of Muslim leadership, white, American converts are not. 

"I can think of a few" white American women in leadership positions, Nadir, a black convert of just more than three years, says. She mentions only one -- Ingrid Mattson, the vice president of the Islamic Society of North America -- when asked to name the few. "But as the Muslim population grows, the opportunities for women who are Muslim converts are growing. 

"I think the reason for that is that we are seen as bridge-builders," Nadir says. "We can bridge the communication gap and the cultural divide because we live in both worlds." 

CAIR is most widely recognized as an organization that cries foul whenever a late-night comic makes a joke about Islam, or if a cop in some rural community harasses a dark-skinned man in a turban. 

"CAIR is almost solely about defending Muslims," Abboud says. And to excess, some, like local adversary Zuhdi Jasser (more on him later), would say. The organization sends out close to 50 e-mails a week to national media condemning everything from the FBI's allegedly harassing Muslim students on college campuses to supposed hate crimes directed at Muslims around the country. 

Jasser is among those who claim that CAIR clamors too much about the victimization of Muslims, and reserves its harshest condemnations for ranting Islamaphobes rather than those who commit acts of terrorism in the name of Allah. 

But put a face like Deedra Abboud's out front, and it's more likely to generate sympathy for Muslims than fear. 

And Abboud has been known to play that race card at least once herself. 

On the second anniversary of the September 11 attacks, Daniel Pipes, a self-proclaimed Middle East scholar who advocates racial profiling of Arabs and once was quoted as saying that 15 percent of all Muslims were "potential killers," delivered a lecture at ASU's main campus in Tempe. 

Pipes, a Jew, runs his nonprofit think tank, the Middle East Forum, out of Philadelphia, and is in his final year as the director of the federally funded Institute of Peace, having been appointed by President Bush to the position back in 2003. 

Before the lecture at ASU, which was attended by dozens of Muslim students as well as Abboud, Pipes, tall and lanky with a finely trimmed beard, had identified CAIR, among other organizations, as representatives of "militant Islam." 

At the outset of Pipes' Q&A session, Abboud stood up and asked Pipes why he identified her, specifically, as being representative of extremists. Of course, she didn't mention her support for Palestinians, that she believes "Israel has it better," or her opposition to the war in Iraq. 

"How can a Southern girl like me be a supporter of militant Islam?" Abboud asked, rhetorically, grinning bashfully. 

She might as well have painted a target on her headscarf. 

"They come in all forms," Pipes replied. "Even Southern girls." 

Abboud remained seated throughout the rest of the program, without a peep. 

Before Deedra Abboud can even ask, the white waitress in the short skirt at central Phoenix's Coronado Café tells her that "there's no pork" in the potato and chicken soup. 

"Sometimes, it's not that efficient, but for the most part," Abboud says, "the servers these days know what Muslims can and can't eat." 

As she waits for lunch to be served on a recent Thursday afternoon, she answers questions about growing up Southern Baptist, the life of an activist, and the tenets of Islam while she waits to be interviewed by phone for a radio program in Colorado. 

Abboud's current bosses in Washington, D.C., where the Muslim American Society (MAS) is based, hand-picked Abboud -- as opposed to the folks who run the Colorado chapter of MAS -- to handle the radio guys, who want answers about the Danish cartoon controversy. 

"The MAS chapter in Colorado just isn't very established yet," Abboud says. 

That may be true, but Abboud, nevertheless, is being modest. 

Before she defected from the Arizona chapter of the Council of American-Islamic Relations a little more than a year ago as its director, she was asked by chapters in Houston, Dallas, and CAIR's largest chapter in Southern California to consider various positions and stay with the organization. 

But, Abboud says, she grew tired of speaking out against the likes of Ann Coulter. 

Last month, Coulter, the neo-conservative author and pundit, referred to Muslims as "camel jockeys" in a column for United Press Syndicate. CAIR railed against her in a press release within hours of the column's publication. 

"My philosophy is, you just don't give those people attention," she says. 

So, rather than "expanding my horizons," as she says, by leaving Arizona, she elected to accept a position as the executive director of the Arizona Muslim American Society's Freedom Foundation. If CAIR is akin to the NAACP of Muslim advocates, the Freedom Foundation professes to be more like the ACLU, defending the civil liberties of not just Muslims, but all Americans. 

(Coulter's "camel jockey" diss, for instance, has sparked zero response from MAS.) 

Unlike his counterparts at CAIR, Mahdi Bray, the national director of MAS' Freedom Foundation, admits -- without restraint -- the obvious benefits of having a white female speak on behalf of the "the tens of thousands" of Muslims (but only about 5,000 paying members) that MAS represents. 

"I'm a realist," Bray, 56, says during a recent visit with local Muslims in Tempe. "We live in a predominantly white, Christian society. So it's just as advantageous for her to be a white, former Christian woman in this organization as it is for me to have been Christian half of my life." 

But at the same time, Bray says the decision to hire Abboud had little, if anything, to do with her race or gender. 

"Deedra has been kind of a folk hero here, in speaking out and reaching out to the community," Bray says. "She's a natural-born activist." 

Last month, Bray personally asked Abboud to speak at a press conference in Washington on February 6 to help communicate MAS' response to the cartoon controversy. She was the only head of a MAS state chapter invited. 

Abboud was sent, by Bray, to Tuscaloosa, Alabama, recently to argue with law enforcement officials that the shooting of an Arab man outside a Middle Eastern restaurant there was racially motivated. 

And now, after Bray called her earlier in the week to handle a radio interview with an alt-rock shock DJ who calls himself "Uncle Nasty," Abboud is again the point person. 

At lunch, she taps the end of her pen on a memo pad that is scribbled with abbreviated talking points. And when she subtly rolls her eyes, it's clear Abboud is irritated with Uncle Nasty, from Denver station KBPI-FM 106.7, asking her questions about the publication of those cartoons in Denmark's Jyllands-Posten newspaper. 

"I don't think Americans have been given the full context of those cartoons," Abboud tells Uncle Nasty, her voice becoming louder as she tries to speak over the one on the other end of the phone. "I'm not defending the violence. But the editor of the Danish paper wasn't trying to make a point; he was clearly trying to offend people. 

"They've really got a Nazi mentality in Europe right now," she says to Nasty, her half-eaten half-sandwich now an afterthought. 

She goes on to explain that she's been following the cartoon controversy since the Jyllands-Posten first published the cartoons back in September, long before fundamentalist Muslim imams took the cartoons on a tour of the Middle East and ignited riots and protests early last month. The cartoons depict the Prophet Muhammad, which in itself has offended Muslims; the most widely circulated being one in which Muhammad is wearing a bomb as a turban. Another depicts Muhammad in Heaven turning back extremists, saying, "Stop! Stop! We have run out of virgins!" 

Since then, Muslims in the Middle East and Asia have vowed to boycott the Danish government and Danish products. And they've since directed their anger at the United States and its so-called war on terror. 

Normally, Abboud says, this wouldn't be the fight she and the Muslim American Society would choose to battle. 

"We try to stick with domestic issues," Abboud says. 

But, as unofficial representatives of Muslim America, MAS, as well as the Council of American-Islamic Relations, is speaking out about the cartoons. 

That's not to say, though, that both organizations -- the largest of their kind in the U.S. -- haven't sought to further their own cause, which mostly focuses on righting discriminatory wrongs against Muslims, such as racial profiling and hate speech, by being willing participants in the cartoon fray. 

"I wish I didn't have to deal with this crazy reaction, the violent response," Bray says. "I agree with Deedra on that point. 

"But I slightly differ with her as to the importance of the issue. This is rooted in something much deeper than free speech. This is about a backlash against Muslims in Europe, their emigration to Europe, their culture and their faith. 

"Again, though," Bray adds, "in this business, you find yourself sucked into stuff you wish you didn't have to deal with." 

Abboud says she's found herself unwittingly embroiled in the controversy locally. But at the same time, Abboud's been welcoming, if not looking for, a fight over the cartoons. 

She's quarreled with a columnist for the East Valley Tribune who advocated that U.S. papers should run the cartoons, and her February 9 e-mail was published in the Arizona Republic. 

When ASU's Center for Conflict and Religion hosted a round-table discussion on February 15 -- "The Danish Cartoon Crisis: Perspectives on the Global Controversy" -- Abboud was upset that just one Muslim was on the panel, and appeared to be even angrier that she, as the director of Arizona's MAS, wasn't personally invited. (The panel was all ASU faculty, which Abboud is not.) After e-mailing ASU to voice her displeasure, she showed up at the discussion, but had nothing but positive things to say to and about the panel. 

She's also drawn the ire of Bill Straus, the regional director of the local office of the Anti-Defamation League, who believes many Muslims are being hypocrites on the current topic. 

"The irony is unbelievable," Straus says at his office in central Phoenix. "For years, the U.S. and various organizations have appealed to the Muslim leadership to do something about the hate and anti-Semitism smeared every day in Middle Eastern and Arab newspapers. And you know what the defense has been? 'We don't interfere with the freedom of the press.' 

"Now, for Muslims to be outraged?" Straus asks. "It's hard to escape the irony." 

Surprisingly, Abboud agrees. 

"Bill's right," she says. "It is hypocritical." 

Even more surprising -- as Muslim protesters in Turkey, Libya and Syria torch American, Danish and Italian embassies in response to the cartoons -- Abboud says she's indifferent. 

"I really don't care about this whole thing," she says. "There are so many more important things for us to do in Washington, D.C., than have to hold a press conference about cartoons of the Prophet Muhammad, peace be unto him. 

"I'm offended, yes," she adds. "I'm just not as outraged as everyone else seems to be." 

But Straus believes she should be, just as much about anti-Muslim cartoons as those he believes are anti-Semitic -- like the one of Adolf Hitler in bed with Anne Frank, Ariel Sharon eating a bowl of bloody Palestinian children, and a Hasidic Jew helping an Israeli soldier desecrate the Koran. 

"I've been disappointed in Deedra when the chips were down," Straus says. "And I think that's because I've seen her being very careful about where she comes down on some issues. I mean, is she anti-Jewish, anti-Israel, anti-American? 

"I'd really like to know. Hopefully, I'll get those answers someday," Straus says. "Deedra is rather enigmatic to me. Not many people are." 

The Muslim American Society, Abboud contends, goes beyond "just defending Muslims." 

"We have Cub Scout troops and Girl Scouts," she says. "We try to educate Muslim youth about what the Koran really says, to make sure they interpret the Koran the right way." 

It's a point Abboud emphasizes as often as possible, given that critics of both CAIR and MAS have labeled the organizations as apologists for terrorists. 

The Chicago Tribune, in a September 2004 exposé of the Muslim Brotherhood, allegedly founded by fundamentalist Muslim clerics, linked the organization to MAS as its precursor, and reported that the goal of the organization -- which operated in secrecy throughout most of the 1990s -- was to found an Islamic state. 

Abboud says that while there may have been members of the Muslim Brotherhood involved in MAS' beginnings, there are none today, and she herself isn't in cahoots with the Brotherhood, either. 

"All that is just stuff to scare people," she says. 

Nevertheless, local critics like the ADL's Straus and Zuhdi Jasser, a local Muslim doctor and chairman of the Phoenix-based American Islamic Forum for Democracy, don't trust Abboud or the organizations she represents. 

"I've seen Deedra as a very methodical, very deliberate person in her behavior," Straus says. "With that said, Deedra has always been very cordial to me. I don't think we've ever spoken a harsh word to one another. 

"But I find myself often wondering on whose side she stands." 

Straus says he first began to wonder around September 11, 2001. 

Shortly after the attacks, Jasser, a more hawkish Muslim who frequently writes columns for the Arizona Republic's editorial pages and is close with Straus, organized a "Muslims Against Terror" rally in downtown Phoenix. 

According to Abboud, the rally was planned before Jasser or anyone from his organization consulted CAIR, for whom Abboud was working at the time. 

"We were told that we could attend the rally, that we were wanted at the rally," Abboud says, "and that the imams could speak at the rally -- but nothing beyond simply denouncing terrorism or their microphones would be shut off -- and that no one from CAIR could speak. 

"First of all, it's unfortunate there's a group of people rallying around Jasser as the leader of the community in the first place," Abboud continues. "To rally behind a man that is not representative of the community makes no sense to me. And then to keep the imams from speaking? I have never known any imams here to do extremist things." 

According to Jasser, the rules were meant as nothing personal. They were a reflection of what he sees as the biggest problem within the Muslim-American community: 

Victimization. 

"I truly believe that Deedra is well-intended," Jasser says. "But I believe that the continual focus of the organizations she has worked for, being the victimization of Muslims rather than correcting the hypocrisy and correct the belief system of many Muslims, does us no good." 

Abboud says she agrees with Jasser as well. 

"But what is Jasser doing to change it?" she says. "Nothing." 

There are two things Deedra Abboud is unlikely to do any time soon: have kids or run for office. Given her bio, you'd think she'd do both. But unlike devout Catholics and Jews, Muslims are under no obligation to be fruitful and multiply. 

Abboud says that she wants children more than Ali does. Her Muslim friends are constantly asking when she and Ali will have kids. But she never has an answer. 

"It's not anything the Koran says, that Muslims should have gobs of children," she says. "But almost all of our friends do." 

Nevertheless, her career is too important at this point to devote her life to children. 

Ali agrees. 

"Kids take up too much time. I don't want either of us staying home every day with kids," he says. "I want to travel, I want to be free of all that with my wife, you know?" 

Who has time for travel? Deedra is active with several community organizations -- as a board member with the Tempe Community Action Agency and the Arizona Coalition for Migrant Rights, as a member of the Arizona Interfaith Network and the Phoenix Police Advisory Board, as well as the Tempe mosque. 

It's no wonder that, with a résumé like hers, Eleanor Eisenberg, the former executive director of the Arizona ACLU, asked Deedra Abboud to run for office a couple of years ago. But Abboud refused. 

Instead, she's tried to persuade Ali that he should return to Iraq and seek political office. She would, of course, have to leave MAS behind and go with him. But, she says, the "political game" is not one Ali is suited for. 

"The chances of me becoming the first lady of Iraq are slim, to say the least," she says. 

However slim those chances are, it's likely she'd still be the lightning rod she is locally, in any capacity -- as the wife of a head of state, or as an activist. And that goes far deeper than the color of her skin or her gender. 

"I think that even if I weren't white and weren't a woman, but had the same personality," she says, "I would have the same effect." 

<#==#>
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AP: Many defendants' cases kept secret 

By MICHAEL J. SNIFFEN and JOHN SOLOMON

Associated Press Writers

WASHINGTON (AP) -- Despite the Sixth Amendment's guarantee of public trials, nearly all records are being kept secret for more than 5,000 defendants who completed their journey through the federal courts over the last three years.

Instances of such secrecy more than doubled from 2003 to 2005.

An Associated Press investigation found, and court observers agree, that most of these defendants are cooperating government witnesses, but the secrecy surrounding their records prevents the public from knowing details of their plea bargains with the government.

Most of these defendants are involved in drug gangs, though lately a very small number come from terrorism cases. Some of these cooperating witnesses are among the most unsavory characters in America's courts - multiple murderers and drug dealers - but the public cannot learn whether their testimony against confederates won them drastically reduced prison sentences or even freedom. 

In the nation's capital, which has had a serious problem with drug gangs murdering government witnesses, the secrecy has reached another level - the use of secret dockets. For hundreds of such defendants over the past few years in this city, should someone acquire the actual case number for them and enter it in the U.S. District Court's computerized record system, the computer will falsely reply, "no such case" - rather than acknowledging that it is a sealed case.

At the request of the AP, the Administrative Office of U.S. Courts conducted its first tally of secrecy in federal criminal cases. The nationwide data it provided the AP showed 5,116 defendants whose cases were completed in 2003, 2004 and 2005, but the bulk of their records remain secret.

"The constitutional presumption is for openness in the courts, but we have to ask whether we are really honoring that," said Laurie Levenson, a former federal prosecutor and now law professor at Loyola Law School in Los Angeles. "What are the reasons for so many cases remaining under seal?"

"What makes the American criminal justice system different from so many others in the world is our willingness to cast some sunshine on the process, but if you can't see it, you can't really criticize it," Levenson said.

The courts' administrative office and the Justice Department declined to comment on the numbers.

The data show a sharp increase in secret case files over time as the Bush administration's well-documented reliance on secrecy in the executive branch has crept into the federal courts through the war on drugs, anti-terrorism efforts and other criminal matters.

"This follows the pattern of this administration," said John Wesley Hall, an Arkansas defense attorney and second vice president of the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers. "I am astonished and shocked that this many criminal proceedings in federal court escape public scrutiny or become buried."

The percentage of defendants who have reached verdicts and been sentenced but still have most of their records sealed has more than doubled in the last three years, the court office's tally shows.

Of nearly 85,000 defendants whose cases were closed in 2003, the records of 952 or 1.1 percent remain mostly sealed. Of more than 82,000 defendants with cases closed in 2004, records for 1,774 or 2.2 percent remain mostly secret. And of more than 87,000 defendants closed out in 2005, court records for 2,390 or 2.7 percent remain mostly closed to the public.

The court office also found a sharp increase in defendants whose case records were partly sealed for a limited time. Among newly charged defendants, the numbers in this category grew from 9,999 or 10.9 percent of all defendants charged in 2003 to 11,508 or 12.6 percent of those charged in 2005.

But the AP investigation found, and court observers agree, that the overwhelming number of these cases sealed for a limited time involve a use of secrecy that draws no criticism: the sealing of an indictment only until the defendant is arrested.

AP's investigation found a large concentration of both kinds of secrecy at the U.S. District Court here: limited sealing of records and extensive sealing that continues even after the courts are done with a defendant.

"When the sentences are sealed, that's a con on the community," said Lexi Christ, a Washington defense lawyer for a man acquitted in a crack cocaine case.

In that case, all the defendants' names became public when the indictment was unsealed. But all other records for six defendants who pleaded guilty remained sealed more than two years after the public trial in which two of the drug dealers were convicted.

One of the cooperating witnesses admitted to seven murders and testified in open court against co-defendants who had committed fewer, Christ said. But like the others who pleaded guilty and cooperated, that witness' plea deal and sentence were sealed.

"Cooperating witnesses are pleading guilty to six or seven murders, and the jury doesn't know they'll be sitting on the Metro (subway) next to them a year later. It's a really, really ugly system," Christ said.

Prosecutors argue that plea agreements must be sealed to protect witnesses and their families from violent retaliation. But Christ said that makes no sense after the trial when the defendants know who testified.

The Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press found the U.S. District Court here has 469 criminal cases, from 2001-2005, that are listed by this court's electronic docket as "no such case." An AP survey over a shorter period found similar numbers here and got oral acknowledgment from the clerk's office that the missing electronic docket numbers corresponded to sealed cases. However, these figures include an unknown number of sealed indictments that will be made public if arrests are made.

"That's horrifying," said Loyola's Levenson. "When I was a prosecutor from 1981 to 1989, I never heard of secret dockets."

No matter how few turn out to be almost totally sealed after the defendant's case was completed, "it's still significant," said Lucy Dalglish, executive director of the Reporters Committee and a pioneer in campaigning against court secrecy.

"The Supreme Court has said that criminal proceedings are public," Dalglish added. "In this country, we don't prosecute and lock up convicts and have no public track record of how we got there. That violates the defendants' rights not to mention the public's right to know what it's court system is doing."

Although Justice Department does not keep comprehensive nationwide statistics on secrecy in federal prosecutions, it does track how often prosecutors ask permission from headquarters to hold a secret court proceeding, like an arraignment, hearing, trial or sentencing.

The department estimates it got 100 such requests from October 2000 though October 2004, Justice Department spokesman Bryan Sierra said. Another 100 arrived during the 12 months that ended October 2005, he said.

Sierra said the large recent increase occurred because the department sent a memo to all federal prosecutors in 2004 reminding them they need Washington's approval before requesting or agreeing to secret courtroom proceedings. Filing of secret papers in cases doesn't require such permission.

---

On the Net:

Reporters Committee: http://www.rcfp.org
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Texas town's police dept. shut down 

TROUP, Texas (AP) -- The police chief and a sergeant in this eastern Texas town were arrested on drug and evidence tampering charges and the department shut down.

Police Chief Chester Kennedy was charged Friday with tampering with or fabricating physical evidence. He was released from jail on a $400,000 bond.

Sgt. Mark Turner, last year's chamber of commerce Officer of the Year, was booked into Smith County Jail late Thursday on a misdemeanor delivery of marijuana charge and a third-degree felony charge of tampering with or fabricating physical evidence.

Turner was being held on bonds totaling $500,000.

The department's equipment was seized by officers from other law-enforcement agencies.

Lt. Larry Wiginton of the Smith County Sheriff's Department told the Tyler Morning Telegraph that the arrests followed an eight-week investigation by the FBI, sheriff and the Smith County district attorney after Turner allegedly delivered marijuana.

The police department's three other officers were placed on paid leave.

<#==#>
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Border Patrol discovers tunnel from Nogales to Mexico 

TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) -- U.S. Border Patrol agents found a recently dug tunnel crossing the border from Mexico to downtown Nogales, Ariz., and arrested several immigrants coming through it.

The tunnel was discovered Thursday after agents patrolling Nogales overheard voices coming from a nearby ground-level steel grate.

According to a statement released by the U.S. Border Patrol, the agents removed the grate and entered a drainage system, causing several men to flee south through the tunnel toward Mexico.

The Border Patrol said the tunnel was dug to get around security obstacles placed in the drainage system.

<#==#>

opps!!!! cops lost videotape of jailers tazering an inmate!!!!
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Prisoner in coma after jailers use Taser; tape of incident lost 

CLEVELAND, Tenn. (AP) -- The Bradley County sheriff has asked for a federal investigation because an inmate fell into a coma after he was shocked with a Taser by jailers who then couldn't retrieve the jail video of the incident.

Sheriff Dan Gilley said in a statement that he asked the Justice Department to investigate after questions arose about the Feb. 24 arrest of Christopher Levert McCargo, 42, on a public intoxication charge.

Arrest reports show McCargo told Cleveland police he had been drinking and smoking crack cocaine and marijuana. The Taser manufacturer has warned that use of its weapons should be kept to a minimum on people who may have a drug-induced condition known as excited delirium.

John Wolfe, a Chattanooga attorney acting as a spokesman for McCargo's family, said Friday that the man is in serious condition at Cleveland Community Hospital. 

"He is still comatose," Wolfe said.

He said family members "have questions with respect to a video of Chris when he was in the jail and how that video was treated."

Bradley County Chief Deputy Bill Griffith said other video overlapped the sequence that would have shown what happened when officers used the M26 Taser on McCargo by holding it to his body.

Griffith said Friday that McCargo "became combative" at the jail while officers were attempting to book him about 30 minutes after his 5 p.m. arrest.

He said McCargo was shocked "enough to get his attention, to get him seated."

Griffith said the Taser probes had been removed so its shock was "greatly minimized." The probes are used when the Taser is fired at a distance but a surface shock can be applied without them.

The chief deputy said McCargo was seen walking around and eating a sandwich up to 3 1/2 hours after he was shocked. Officers monitoring him on the jail video called emergency medical workers when they later saw him slump and go into a seizure.

Griffith said the video recorder cycle restarted between the time the Taser was used and the seizure started. Officers retrieved tape of him eating the sandwich and going into the seizure but couldn't get the earlier footage, he said.

The sheriff's statement said an internal investigation found that the officers followed department policy.

The statement also said there "have been no documented cases of stun devices causing death or serious injury, however, the ingestion of cocaine can certainly bring on all kinds of medical problems and I believe this will be the conclusion of the inquiry into this incident."

A June 2005 bulletin sent to law enforcement customers by Scottsdale, Ariz.-based Taser International, Inc., advised officers to take steps to reduce the amount of time a Taser is used on a subject showing signs of excited delirium.

It advised officers that they need to begin physically restraining a suspect at the same time he is being shocked to shorten the suspect's exposure and avoid overexertion or impaired breathing that could lead to death.

Griffith said he was unsure if Bradley County officers received that warning.

"It seems to me that is something they should have known," Wolfe said.

Nashville authorities have established a new Taser policy in response to the September death of a 21-year-old man shocked 19 times by officers trying to arrest him when he was acting strangely outside a nightclub.

He told police he had been using drugs, and an autopsy showed he died of excited delirium.

The Nashville policy directs that suspects thought to have excited delirium will be restrained by officers until paramedics can administer a shot of tranquilizer. Nashville police got their warning from Taser about excited delirium before that death.

<#==#>
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TV cameras help sheriff see the light on migrant arrests 

Mar. 5, 2006 12:00 AM 

By the time I got Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio on the telephone Friday morning, there was a line of reporters behind me clamoring for a bit of his time. Just the way he likes it.

The day before, sheriff's deputies had arrested more than 50 people on suspicion of conspiring with a "coyote," or human smuggler, to illegally enter the United States.

Last year, there was another case of human smuggling that got a lot of attention. Like the case last week, it also involved the sheriff and his new best friend, Maricopa County Attorney Andrew Thomas.

Only back then, Arpaio and Thomas were at odds. In fact, Arpaio dismissed the idea of rounding up the people who were being smuggled into the country, saying, "Being illegal is not a serious crime."

This comment followed the arrest by one of Arpaio's deputies of Army reservist Patrick Haab. He's the young man who held seven Mexican nationals at gunpoint at an Arizona rest stop.

"You can't go around pulling guns on people," Arpaio said back then.

The county attorney disagreed. He said that Haab was justified in pulling the gun because the border-crossers were guilty of "conspiracy" under federal law. Haab has subsequently filed a lawsuit against Arpaio. Following the Haab case, Thomas worked to have a state law passed that says border-crossers can be charged with conspiracy. Not long ago, he complained that local police were not enforcing it. The police say that they didn't have the manpower. Arpaio didn't appear to have it, either.

It's amazing the resources that become available, however, when the sheriff knows that he might get on TV. He even invited his pal, the county attorney, to share in the glory of a local TV press conference.

Still, I wanted to know why he went along with Thomas this time but didn't in the Haab case.

"The Haab case was different," the sheriff said. "He pulled a gun on seven people who looked like they were Mexicans. This is apples to oranges."

Actually, it's undocumented immigrants to undocumented immigrants. Thomas let Haab off the hook because his office decided the Mexican nationals were guilty of conspiracy to cross the border. Which Arpaio said was "not a serious crime."

"This is a different," the sheriff told me.

Not according to Barnett Lotstein, Thomas' special assistant deputy attorney. He said, "With Haab the question was: Can we apply the conspiracy law to the violation of a federal statute? And we did."

So, Arpaio's deputies could have arrested the people held at gunpoint by Haab on a federal conspiracy charge? I asked.

"Yes, of course," Lotstein said. "Even without the state statute. That was our view. But there were conflicting views. The state statute put all that to bed."

Under the new law, illegally crossing the border is a felony. Which means that people who sneak into Arizona in order to serve as cheap laborers could now spend 2 1/2 years in prison, where they will get a roof over their heads and three meals a day at taxpayer expense.

I'm not sure how that solves the problems of illegal immigration, but it does wonders for the political careers of people like Thomas and Arpaio.

"Let me put it this way," the sheriff said. "You're going to disagree with me, but I don't do things to get on the evening news and then say goodbye. When I do things, I continue to do them."

I don't disagree. When Arpaio decides on a policy he sticks with it . . . as long as it keeps getting him on TV.

Reach Montini at ed.montini@arizonarepublic.com or (602) 444-8978. Read his blog at montiniblog.azcentral.com.
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2,000 vigilantes cops, armed and deputized, chase spread about 2,000 union workers out of Arizona. 
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A little history on Arizona's labor issues 

Mar. 5, 2006 12:00 AM 

T oday's question:

What does it mean when they say Arizona is a right-to-work state?

I wish you guys weren't so casual about the way you bandy about the w-word. Some of us are very sensitive about that, you know.

But I guess I will just have to steel myself as best I can and take up this matter.

Yes, indeed, Arizona is a right-to-w-w-w-work state. It's right there in the state Constitution, Article XXV. 

What it means is that you cannot be made to join a labor union or pay union dues as a condition of employment. And you cannot be fired if you don't join a union or if you resign from a union.

In addition to the private sector, the law covers local and state government workers, college faculties and public school teachers.

Twenty-one other states and Guam have right-to-work rules. The states tend to be in the West and South.

I don't want to go into all the nuts and bolts of right-to-work laws. In a nutshell, the people who don't like them would tell you they weaken the unions' ability to protect workers against big business. People who favor right-to-work laws would tell you the laws promote economic and job growth.

Arizona has had its ups and downs on labor matters over the years.

One thing we can be proud of: Cesar Chavez, who founded the United Farm Workers Union and who devoted his life to protecting migrant farm workers, was a native Arizonan. He died in 1993. Remember when we were supposed to boycott table grapes?

One of the most shameful incidents in Arizona's labor history occurred in Bisbee on July 12, 1917. About 2,000 vigilantes, armed and deputized, spread out over the town early that day and rounded up about 2,000 members and sympathizers of the Industrial Workers of the World - the Wobblies - who were pretty radical for their day and scared the pants off the copper companies. 

The union people were herded into a baseball park, and later in the day about 1,200 of them were forced into boxcars and hauled to a military facility at Columbus, N.M. And they were told they'd be killed if they ever showed up in Bisbee again.

There was a federal investigation, and the matter ended up before the U.S. Supreme Court, which ruled in favor of the copper company vigilantes.

It wasn't one of Arizona's proudest moments.

Reach Thompson at clay .thompson@arizonarepublic .com or (602) 444-8612.

<#==#>

The Amerikan Emporer George W. Bush tries to shut down free speach in government. If the people don't know the government is abusing people they can't complain!
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Bush administration seeking to limit leaks 

Journalists, sources being targeted 

Dan Eggen 

Washington Post 

Mar. 5, 2006 12:00 AM 

WASHINGTON - The Bush administration, seeking to limit leaks of classified information, has launched initiatives targeting journalists and their possible government sources. The efforts include several FBI probes, a polygraph investigation inside the CIA and a warning from the Justice Department that reporters could be prosecuted under espionage laws.

In recent weeks, employees at the CIA, the National Security Agency and other intelligence agencies have been interviewed by agents from the FBI's Washington field office, who are investigating possible leaks that led to reports about secret CIA prisons and the NSA's warrantless domestic-surveillance program, according to law-enforcement and intelligence officials familiar with the two cases.

Numerous employees at the CIA, FBI, Justice Department and other agencies also have received letters from the Justice Department prohibiting them from discussing even unclassified issues related to the NSA program, according to sources familiar with the notices. Some GOP lawmakers are also considering whether to approve tougher penalties for leaking.

In a little-noticed case in California, FBI agents from Los Angeles have already contacted reporters at the Sacramento Bee about stories published last July that were based on sealed court documents related to a terrorism case in Lodi, according to the newspaper.

Some media watchers, lawyers and editors say that, taken together, the incidents represent perhaps the most extensive and overt campaign against leaks in a generation and that they have worsened the already-tense relationship between news organizations and the White House.

"There's a tone of gleeful relish in the way they talk about dragging reporters before grand juries, their appetite for withholding information and the hints that reporters who look too hard into the public's business risk being branded traitors," New York Times Executive Editor Bill Keller said in a statement responding to questions from the Washington Post. "I don't know how far action will follow rhetoric, but some days it sounds like the administration is declaring war at home on the values it professes to be promoting abroad."

President Bush has called the NSA leak "a shameful act" that was "helping the enemy" and said in December that he was hopeful the Justice Department would conduct a full investigation into the disclosure.

"We need to protect the right to free speech and the First Amendment, and the president is doing that," White House spokesman Trent Duffy said. "But at the same time, we do need to protect classified information which helps fight the war on terror."

Disclosing classified information without authorization has long been against the law, yet such leaks are one of the realities of life in Washington.

Presidents have also long complained about leaks: Richard Nixon's infamous "plumbers" were originally set up to plug them, and he tried, but failed, to prevent publication of a classified history of the Vietnam War called the Pentagon Papers. Ronald Reagan exclaimed at one point that he was "up to my keister" in leaks.

Bush administration officials, who complain that reports about detainee abuse, clandestine surveillance and other topics have endangered the nation during a time of war, have arguably taken a more aggressive approach than other recent administrations, including a clear willingness to take on journalists more directly if necessary.

"Almost every administration has kind of come in saying they want an open administration, and then getting bad press and fuming about leaks," said David Greenberg, a Rutgers University journalism professor and author of Nixon's Shadow. "But it's a pretty fair statement to say you haven't seen this kind of crackdown on leaks since the Nixon administration."

But David B. Rivkin Jr., a partner at Baker & Hostetler in Washington and a senior lawyer in the Reagan and George H.W. Bush administrations, said the leaking is "out of control," especially given the unique threat posed by terrorist groups.

"We're at the end of this paradigm where we had this sort of gentlemen's agreement where you had leaks and journalists were allowed to protect the leakers," Rivkin said. "Everyone is playing Russian roulette now."

At Langley, the CIA's security office has been conducting numerous interviews and polygraph examinations of employees in an effort to discover whether any of them have had unauthorized contact with journalists. CIA Director Porter Goss has spoken about the issue at an "all hands" meeting of employees and sent a recent cable to the field aimed at discouraging media contacts and reminding employees of the penalties for disclosing classified information, according to intelligence sources and people in touch with agency officials.

The New York Times, which first disclosed the NSA program in December, and the Post, which reported on secret CIA prisons in November, said investigators have not contacted reporters or editors about those articles.

In Sacramento, the Bee reported last month that FBI agents had contacted two of its reporters and, along with a federal prosecutor, had "questioned" a third reporter about articles last July detailing the contents of sealed court documents about five terrorism suspects. A Bee article on the contacts did not address whether the reporters supplied the agents with any information or whether they were subject to subpoenas.
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cameras monitor valley citizens - some can zoom in a half a mile away

by Big Brother Monday March 06, 2006 at 07:44 AM

cameras monitor traffic and can zoom in on objects a half a mile a way. but dont worry, a spokesman from big brother says your privacy won't be invaded - yea sure, maybe for now. 

Cameras monitor traffic flow 

Scottsdale's system fights jams, not speed 

Michael Ferraresi 

The Arizona Republic 

Mar. 6, 2006 12:00 AM 

If drivers in Scottsdale feel as if they are watched constantly, they are right. Electronic eyes are everywhere. 

The birthplace of speed-enforcement cameras on a freeway is also home to one of the most sophisticated traffic-management systems in Arizona, with more high-powered cameras than anywhere in the Valley. And the eyes are all designed to keep motorists moving.Phoenix, Glendale and Chandler all use traffic cameras. However Scottsdale, which has the second-highest number of commuters per capita in the Valley behind Tempe, recently installed 31 new "pan, tilt, zoom" cameras at major intersections in January. This gives officials 48 cameras to help thin traffic from a central location, rather than rely on time-consuming studies. 

"We used to re-time traffic signals once a year," said Bruce Dressel, Scottsdale's intelligent transportation systems analyst. "With these cameras, we're constantly doing that on a daily basis. . . . We can do it in real time rather than going out there time after time." 

advertisement 

However, by 2008, Scottsdale could have access to as many as 95 traffic-related cameras. Those cameras include photo enforcement used on city streets, on mobile police vans and on the 101, if the test program is extended. 

Monitoring Valley traffic 

"(Scottsdale's) definitely the lead in the Valley," said Joel Harvis, signal systems specialist for Phoenix. 

A priority for Phoenix is to oversee more than 970 traffic signals from its Traffic Control Center. 

Phoenix has more than 30 traffic-management cameras, many of which are mounted near the downtown events district. Others are set on major thoroughfares like Indian School and Thunderbird roads. 

An operation like Scottsdale's would be out of the question for some cities. 

"To have (cameras) at every major intersection, I'm not sure that's something we can achieve in the near future," Harvis said. 

"You have to make quite an investment to make that work, and you need people to monitor them," he said. 

After installation and communication connections, traffic-management cameras can cost $15,000 to $20,000 per intersection. 

Chandler's system 

Chandler uses more than 110 traffic-management cameras, though only several are the expensive pan, tilt, zoom types. 

The city typically uses four cameras per intersection, one aimed in each direction, which pick up about 75 percent of the scene. 

Scottsdale's cameras can zoom up to a half-mile in every direction. 

Chandler, however, operates its own communications system. Scottsdale receives some free hook-ups through an agreement with Qwest, while it pays for other connections. 

"They're doing it differently than we are," said Brian Scifers, signal systems engineer for Chandler. 

"We're more progressive in that we operate our own communications system," Scifers said, "and that's what's saving the taxpayers money." 

Glendale currently operates as many as 15 pan, tilt, zoom cameras around town, mostly on 59th Avenue and near intersections with Loop 101. 

Five more will be installed on Bell Road, and as many as 11 more near Glendale Arena and the Arizona Cardinals' new football stadium, said Debbie Burdette, Glendale's principal traffic engineer. 

Saving seconds 

A 2003 study of cameras in Scottsdale showed that they reduced travel time along a 3-mile stretch of Indian School Road, through downtown by as much as 64 seconds per vehicle. 

The study also determined the technology saves the equivalent of putting 30 police officers on the streets to direct traffic during events like the Barrett-Jackson Collector Car Auction and FBR Open. 

Traffic cameras could be installed along almost every mile of Scottsdale and Hayden roads by 2008. 

Communication links between the cameras to the Traffic Management Center, near Scottsdale City Hall, are being updated annually. 

Soon, the city could have high-speed connections from most traffic camera sites. 

Real-time images sent to the Traffic Management Center are monitored on six 54-inch screens. Analysts can monitor as many as 12 intersections at a time. 

Big Brother? 

Those who fear the gaze of Big Brother, fret not. 

Traffic cameras are not recording or copying personal data, so the city receives few complaints. 

Residents of a neighborhood near Hayden and Redfield roads complained that the half-mile scope of the cameras might intrude on their pri- vacy. 

Scottsdale responded by blocking the camera's view in that direction, so it can zoom only toward traffic. 

However, some organizations caution local governments against installing too many cameras. 

"It's popping up everywhere," said Alessandra Soler Meetze, director of the Arizona chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union. 

"We have to ask ourselves: Does this make sense, to turn ourselves into this surveillance state?" 

Other than the occasional lawyer calling Scottsdale with questions about what traffic accident footage was recovered, few issues have been raised, Dressel said. 

"It's not our job to watch people," he said. "It's our job to monitor traffic." 

Reach the reporter at michael .ferraresi@arizonarepublic.com or (602) 444-6843.

www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0306trafficcams0306.html
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if you cheat on your taxes DON'T tell your neighbors! loose lips alert government snitches!

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0306taxpayer0306.html

Cheating on your taxes? Watch out for neighbors

Mary Dalrymple

Associated Press

Mar. 6, 2006 12:00 AM

WASHINGTON - If you knew your neighbors had cheated on their taxes, should you turn them in? More than three out of five people surveyed by the IRS Oversight Board said you should.

The board, which provides independent oversight and advice for the Internal Revenue Service, found that 62 percent of people surveyed completely or mostly agreed, "It is everyone's personal responsibility to report anyone who cheats on their taxes."

That's more than the year before, when a slim majority of 53 percent agreed with that view.

advertisement 


The board didn't delve too much deeper during its interviews with 1,000 people last summer, nor did the board ask a sociologist or psychologist to interpret the results.

Chairman Raymond Wagner Jr. speculated that a spate of financial scandals caused taxpayers to reconnect with their honesty and integrity.

"Taxpayers are mindful of the corporate accounting scandals, the mutual-fund scandals, big accounting firms and law firms concocting sophisticated, illegal tax shelters for their big, wealthy clients," Wagner said.

"I think that is calling to people's mind their own sense of playing by the rules and fair play, and paying what they owe under the tax laws," he said.

Scholars who study taxpayers' behavior and honesty agree that stories of corruption could be influencing taxpayer attitudes. They also note that state amnesty programs and state campaigns to stamp out tax shelters may be getting attention.

"It does seem that there's a sense of increased social responsibility that's emerging there," said Steven Sheffrin, dean of the social sciences division at the University of California-Davis.

Sheffrin speculated that the survey may have picked up a "whistle-blower type of sentiment," that taxpayers aren't thinking about investigating their neighbors' possible misdeeds but supporting efforts to root out greed and fraud in business and politics.

Jonathan Feinstein, an economics professor at the Yale School of Management, described it as a kind of solidarity taxpayers feel for those who turn in powerful people behaving badly.

"Are you going to actually tattle on your neighbor? Most people probably will not," Feinstein said.

Across multiple questions, the IRS Oversight Board survey picked up a slight increase in taxpayers' intolerance for tax cheating.

Scholars said some changes might be too small to indicate a true trend.

About 88 percent said it is not at all acceptable to cheat on income taxes, slightly more than last year but quite a bit more than the 81 percent who agreed with that statement in 2003.

And 82 percent of taxpayers said their personal integrity has a great deal of influence over whether they report and pay their taxes honestly.

The survey had a margin of error of plus or minus 3 percentage points

Sheffrin said his research shows that taxpayer honesty depends heavily on the belief that everyone else pays their fair share.

<#==#>

some religious people know right from wrong!

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0306gitmo0306.html

Archbishop: Guantanamo set bad example

Associated Press

Mar. 6, 2006 12:00 AM

LONDON - The Church of England's senior clergyman said in comments broadcast Sunday that he is worried that the U.S. prison camp at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba has set a dangerous precedent in international law.

Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams said in a televised interview that the detention camp in Cuba went against legal norms. He said Guantanamo created a new category of custody, with prisoners held without proper legal assistance and without being found guilty of specific crimes.

"Any message given, that any state can just override some of the basic habeas corpus-type provisions, is going to be very welcome to tyrants elsewhere in the world, now and in the future," he said.

Nine British citizens detained at Guantanamo were released in 2004 and 2005. Only a handful of detainees have been charged since the camp opened in January 2002.

<#==#>

firemen, cops, whats the difference? they are both overpaid government buerocrats. but this mesa fire fighter is special he likes sheep in a biblical sense. hell i dont care from a libertarian point of view as long as the sheep consented he can have sex with anything he wants.

http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/0307evarrest0307.html

Deputy fire chief suspected of bestiality 

Lindsey Collom 

The Arizona Republic 

Mar. 7, 2006 12:00 AM

MESA - A deputy fire chief was jailed Sunday on suspicion of disorderly conduct and criminal trespassing after a neighbor discovered the man half-undressed inside the neighbor's barn, authorities said. 

The neighbor told investigators the man was holding down a sheep.

The Mesa Fire Department placed Leroy Donald Johnson, 52, on paid leave Monday pending an internal investigation. Johnson, deputy chief of technical services, has been with the Mesa Fire Department for nearly 26 years.

Assistant Fire Chief Mary Cameli said Johnson has been an "exemplary" employee with a spotless personnel record.

"We were all very surprised by this," Cameli added.

Johnson's neighbor told Maricopa County Sheriff's deputies that he was called home Saturday afternoon when his 13-year-old daughter saw Johnson drag one of their sheep into a barn.

The teenager said Johnson knocked on the front and back door of their home in the 1200 block of East Catclaw Street before grabbing the small gray lamb, records showed.

When confronted by deputies, Johnson said he was in the barn with the sheep but would not discuss why he was there or what he was doing. One of the deputies noted in his report that Johnson had bloodshot eyes and smelled of alcohol.

Johnson did not return a call for comment Monday.

Reach the reporter at lindsey .collom@arizonarepublic.com or (602) 444-8557.

<#==#>

jail is preventing accused sniper from having access to evidence he needs to defend himself!

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/06/AR2006030601460.html

Single Trial to Cover 6 Md. Sniper Slayings

By Ernesto Londoño

Washington Post Staff Writer

Tuesday, March 7, 2006; Page B05

Sniper John Allen Muhammad told a judge yesterday that he has been denied thermal underwear while in jail and access to evidence that prosecutors intend to use to convince a jury that he killed six people in Maryland during October 2002.

"I'm not asking for anything special from any other inmate at all," Muhammad told Montgomery County Circuit Court Judge James L. Ryan during the hearing in Rockville. "All I'm asking is: Allow me to have access to the discovery and exculpatory evidence so I can review it and go over it."

The grievances were unexpected addendums in a hearing set to tackle a handful of procedural issues for Muhammad's first-degree murder trial, which is scheduled to start May 1.

Muhammad -- the alleged mastermind of a series of random homicides in the Washington area committed with a high-power rifle -- appeared in a green jumpsuit, his feet and hands shackled.

Ryan ruled that prosecutors can try Muhammad in the six slayings in a single trial, rejecting the defense's motion to sever them into three trials.

The judge sided again with the state in allowing prosecutors to use evidence of other crimes Muhammad is accused of to demonstrate that the six Maryland homicides were part of a broader scheme.

Muhammad, 45, has been sentenced to death in Virginia. Maryland prosecutors say trying him again will give relatives of victims killed in Maryland their day in court. They also say a conviction in Maryland would guarantee his continued incarceration if the Virginia conviction were to be overturned. His alleged accomplice in the Maryland slayings, Lee Boyd Malvo, 20, is expected to be tried in October. He, too, was convicted of first-degree murder in Virginia.

As one of his attorneys began to argue for splitting the slayings into multiple trials, Muhammad interrupted him.

"Your honor, I objected to that motion being put in before this date, and I ask for that motion not to be put in," Muhammad said.

His attorney, deputy Montgomery public defender Brian Shefferman, acknowledged his client's objection but proceeded with his argument.

"I disagree with it 100 percent," Muhammad insisted.

Ryan asked Robert L. Green, warden of the Montgomery County Correctional Facility, to respond to Muhammad's complaint about lack of access to his legal documents.

Green said Muhammad has seven boxes with evidentiary material at his disposal but is permitted to access only material that fits into one box at any given time. He has had uninterrupted and reasonable access to evidentiary material since his arrival at the county jail in August, Green said.

"We work hard to fulfill all prisoner needs, whether it be a high-visibility case or an unknown individual in jail for a minor crime," said Arthur Wallenstein, director of the county's Department of Correction and Rehabilitation.

John Allen Muhammad has been sentenced to death in Virginia and faces trial in Maryland on May 1. (By Rod A. Lamkey Jr. -- Associated Press) 
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Muhammad's other complaint appeared to take the judge by surprise.

"And also, being able to wear underwear in your courtroom, to stay warm, I would appreciate that," Muhammad said.

"Mr. Muhammad, I don't know what you want me to do," Ryan said. "What do you want to wear?"

"Your honor, these people have long johns on themselves, and they complain about how cold it is," he said, apparently referring to the sheriff's deputies around him.

A deputy standing next to Muhammad said the defendant has been offered underwear but has chosen not to wear any.

"Your honor, that's negative," Muhammad said. "He specifically told me I could not wear any long johns in this courtroom."

Wallenstein said that all male inmates receive regular briefs and that the jail is well-heated.

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/nation/3704861.html

March 6, 2006, 4:47PM

D.C.-Area Sniper Suspect Lists Complaints 

By STEPHEN MANNING Associated Press Writer 

© 2006 The Associated Press 

ROCKVILLE, Md. — John Allen Muhammad, already sentenced to death for sniper killings in Virginia, appeared in a Maryland court Monday complaining that jailers have restricted his access to documents he needs for his trial on six sniper shootings.

Muhammad also claimed he had been denied long underwear to keep warm in court: "I'm very sensitive to cold," he said.

Along with accomplice Lee Boyd Malvo, Muhammad is accused of 10 killings and wounding three in Maryland, Virginia, Alabama, Louisiana and the District of Columbia. Most of the attacks occurred in a three-week period in October 2002.

Prosecutors claim the pair tried to extort $10 million from local governments during their spree.

Muhammad is scheduled to stand trial in Montgomery County on May 1. On Monday, Circuit Judge John Ryan rejected a request by Muhammad's attorneys to hold separate trials for some of the six killings in Montgomery County.

When the motion was presented in court, Muhammad cut off his court-appointed lawyer, saying he never agreed to filing the motion.

"I ask for that motion not to be put in," he said. "I disagree with it 100 percent, your honor."

Throughout his legal process that began with his 2003 murder trial, conviction and death sentence in Virginia, Muhammad has actively inserted himself into his defense. Before his first trial, he briefly dismissed his lawyers and handled his own case, making an opening statement and questioning some witnesses. He eventually allowed his lawyers to return.

According to corrections officials, Muhammad brought seven boxes of legal documents from Virginia. He worked out an agreement with his jailers that gives him access to the material, but he complained Monday that prison officials allow him only limited records at any one time.

"I asked for access to all the material," he said. "All of the quote-unquote crimes that I committed occurred together."

The judge agreed with jail officials that Muhammad has adequate access to his records.

Malvo was also convicted in Virginia and sentenced to life in prison. He is scheduled for trial in Montgomery County in the fall for the same six killings. Malvo is not eligible for a death sentence because he was 17 when the killings occurred.

<#==#>

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=60588

Mesa official cited in bestial acts with lamb  

By Mike Branom, Tribune 

March 7, 2006 

A Mesa deputy fire chief is on paid leave after being accused of bestial acts with his nextdoor neighbor’s lamb. Maricopa County sheriff’s deputies took LeRoy Johnson, 52, into custody at his Gilbert home on Saturday. 

The 26-year veteran was booked on suspicion of disorderly conduct, trespassing and public sexual indecency, all misdemeanors, spokesman Lt. Paul Chagolla said. Johnson was released from jail on his own recognizance on Sunday. 

The arrest came after the neighbor and another man said they found Johnson in a small barn in the 1200 block of East Catclaw Street; his pants were down as he held the small, young ewe to the ground, the men told deputies, according to the sheriff’s report. 

When deputies confronted Johnson, they said he admitted to trespassing in his neighbor’s barn but denied doing anything else — although he did state, “I probably do need some help, but I don’t know if this is the time or place for it.” 

Johnson is in charge of the fire department’s communications, mapping and records management. 

His arrest came as a shock. 

“He’s been a great employee,” assistant chief Mary Cameli said Monday. “It’s surprising to everybody.” 

Calls to the homes of Johnson and the lamb’s owner went unanswered Monday night. 

The incident began Saturday afternoon when a 13-yearold girl told her father that a strange man knocked several times on the front and back doors. She then saw the man enter the home’s corral where the sheep are kept, grab one and drag it into the barn. 

The father and friend entered the barn and spotted Johnson, who immediately admitted to trying to have sex with the sheep because he had too much to drink, the report states. He was told to leave, but the neighbor said he called 911 when he suspected Johnson returned. 

Deputies went to Johnson’s home and, after a conversation during which he denied everything except being in the barn, he was arrested. 

Fourteen states do not have laws against bestiality, Arizona among them. That distresses Sheriff Joe Arpaio, who said he will ask the Legislature next year to enact such a law. 

“And if they don’t,” Arpaio said, “I’m going to the people.” 

In the state of Washington, lawmakers recently passed a bill making bestiality a felony punishable by up to five years in prison and a $10,000 fine. The measure was prompted by the death of a Seattle man last summer after he had sex with a horse. 

The Washington bill is awaiting the governor’s signature. 

Contact Mike Branom by email, or phone (480) 898-6536 

<#==#>
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Boys' MySpace.com prank results in arrest 

FONTANA, Calif. (AP) -- A group of boys who posed as a 15-year-old girl for an Internet prank ended up helping police arrest a 48-year-old man who tried to meet the fictitious teenager for sex, authorities said.

The five boys had created a fake profile of a girl on MySpace.com - a social networking Web site - to cheer up a friend who had recently broken up with his girlfriend.

But soon, a man began sending messages to the "girl" and their conversations began to have sexual overtones, said Fontana police Sgt. William Megenney.

The man also sent the "girl" his picture and arranged to meet her at a public park. The boys went to the park and, when the man arrived, they called police.

Michael Ramos, 48, of Fontana, was booked into West Valley Detention Center on Monday for investigation of felony attempted lewd and lascivious conduct with a child and for an outstanding warrant, Megenney said.

He was being held at the West Valley Detention Center on $105,000 bail, according to the San Bernardino County Sheriff's Web site.

A dispatcher who answered the telephone at the center early Tuesday said the facility does not allow phone interviews with inmates. It was not immediately known whether Ramos had a lawyer.

Two men were arrested last week in what prosecutors said were the first federal sexual assault charges involving MySpace. The unrelated cases involved Connecticut girls who were 11 and 14, the FBI said.

<#==#>
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Sheriff reignites rift in Apache County 

Mark Shaffer 

Republic Flagstaff Bureau 

Mar. 9, 2006 12:00 AM

ST. JOHNS - As sheriff of Apache County, Brian Hounshell is charged with keeping the peace. But lately, his presence can do as much to stir controversy as restore order. 

Ever since he was accused last year of theft in office, the blustery sheriff has become a lightning rod in this northeastern Arizona county, where the lines are rigidly drawn between the majority, Native Americans of the Navajo Nation, and the minority, Anglos. 

On the reservation, the 40-year-old former football player is so popular that he is known as the "White Navajo."

Other constituents accuse him of putting the safety needs of the reservation ahead of theirs. 

County officials, meanwhile, are losing confidence in the sheriff.

This year, the Board of Supervisors stripped him of anti-terrorism duties by creating a new Homeland Security Department. The board wants him to pay for a $100,000 personal performance bond to ensure the county's insurance company continues to cover the Sheriff's Office.

The board also has considered placing Hounshell on administrative leave until his problems are resolved. But the supervisor with the swing vote is on medical leave, so the issue is on hold.

An indictment against Hounshell was dismissed in October by a Maricopa County judge, who said it should have been filed in Apache County. Attorney General Terry Goddard is appealing the ruling, hoping to have the case reinstated in Phoenix, where he thinks he has a better chance of getting a fair trial. And an investigation continues into the misuse of more than $8,000 of county money over a four-year period.

Hounshell dismisses the indictment as "full of political innuendo with no merit." 

"If they had any faith in the case," he said, "they would file it in Apache County."

Hounshell also said his "report card" speaks for itself.

"More than 70 percent of the voters cast ballots for me in 2004," he said, "and I was the only elected official to win in both the north and south part of the county."

Two-thirds of Apache County voters live on the Navajo Reservation.

Hounshell deploys 14 of his 29 deputies to the reservation to supplement the Navajo Division of Public Safety.

But county supervisors, under pressure from the Arizona Counties Insurance Pool, have demanded that Hounshell pull the deputies because of liability concerns that they are acting as first responders. Deputies are supposed to act only in backup roles on reservations. 

Voice of criticism 

Some think Hounshell, whose wife is Native American, is devoting too much manpower to the Navajo Nation, where he was a deputy.

"I doubt you could even find a deputy in this area, he's got so many people on the reservation," Eagar Mayor Sandra Burk said.

But Hounshell said he has 15 deputies stationed off the reservation and accused his opponents of "fear-mongering."

"You could make the case that we are still shortchanging Navajos given the overwhelming percentage of the population they are," he said.

Alpine garage owner Rex Van Slyke agrees that someone is being shortchanged. But he sees it differently in terms of where the problem is. 

"There's no law in this town," Van Slyke said of the unincorporated community in the southeastern corner of the county. "I can count the times I see deputies here in one month on one hand."

When Arizona decided four years ago that every county should have a team to respond to homeland security threats, Hounshell was put in charge of Apache County's unit. 

This year, county supervisors did an end run around the sheriff, creating a new department that doesn't involve him. 

But Hounshell still has the keys to the storage sheds of emergency equipment and said he has no plans to give them up.

"We'll go take the locks off the barn and do what we need to do with the County Attorney's Office (if an emergency arises)," Apache County Manager Delwin Wengert said.

Hounshell is just as adamant when it comes to a demand that he pay for insurance coverage.

Citing Hounshell's legal troubles, the Arizona Counties Insurance Pool said it would no longer insure the Sheriff's Office without more surety. Supervisors asked Hounshell to pay the $100,000 personal performance bond. 

He has refused. Hounshell also has filed a lawsuit, claiming that the county is required to cover insurance needs of elected officials and that an unprecedented action has been taken since he is not under indictment. A hearing is scheduled for March 30.

Last month, the Board of Supervisors was scheduled to vote on whether Hounshell should be placed on administrative leave. 

Then, the only non-Indian member suffered a stroke and isn't expected to participate in county business for at least three months. That leaves Hounshell's political ally and his political enemy to split their votes.

A divided county 

Hounshell's legal troubles have reignited a long-simmering divide between Navajos and non-Native Americans. And Hounshell, who has received a string of strong endorsements from Navajo Nation President Joe Shirley Jr., is taking full advantage.

"The bottom line is if they (county supervisors) blow me out, the Navajos will never forget it, and it will take the county back to all the troubles of the 1970s," Hounshell said.

Problems between the Navajo and non-Native Americans resulted in a virulent county-split movement in the 1980s. 

It ended only when then-Gov. Bruce Babbitt vetoed a bill that would have created a non-Indian county. The U.S. Justice Department has since regularly monitored elections. 

Burk, Eagar's mayor, wishes the county-split issue could be revisited. 

"This is a really, really bad situation which is dividing this county once again. People in the southern part of the county resent the sheriff and what is happening." 

The Navajo majority could work in Hounshell's favor if Goddard's office loses its appeal to have the indictment reinstated in Maricopa County. Filing the charges in Apache County could be a worst-case scenario for the state. 

Almost all Apache County juries are about 70 percent Navajo, said Brad Carlyon, chief deputy attorney. 

The county manager, though, said he would have no problem with a trial in St. Johns.

"All of our problems here revolve around the sheriff being indicted for misuse of public funds," Wengert said. 

"The people in our county can sufficiently analyze that as well here as anywhere else."

<#==#>
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El Mirage police 'dysfunctional' 

Audit finds department inundated with flaws 

Louie Villalobos 

The Arizona Republic 

Mar. 9, 2006 12:00 AM

The El Mirage Police Department is undergoing a complete overhaul in the wake of a scathing audit that says the "dysfunctional" department was not able to adequately protect residents for years.

The audit, which was commissioned by the city, covered the past five fiscal years and found deficiencies in just about every way the department serves the public.

Included on the list is the police force's extremely low crime-clearance rate, handling of evidence so poor that it may derail criminal cases and a haphazard patrolling system.

In all, the auditors said they have "not seen such a dysfunctional police department as the El Mirage Police Department."

The study was done by Carroll Buracker & Associates, which is based in Virginia and has studied more than 200 police agencies nationwide.

It's just the kind of report El Mirage officials were hoping for when they asked for the audit, City Manager B.J. Cornwall said. "This is definitely a tool to make us better," he said. 

El Mirage, a rapidly growing West Valley city, has about 30,000 residents and about 55 employees. Forty-six of those are sworn officers.

The audit will be discussed at today's City Council meeting, which is scheduled for 6 p.m. at El Mirage Elementary School, 13500 N. El Mirage Road. 

Lifelong resident Archie Galindo, 67, said he plans to attend. He wasn't surprised by the audit's finding. It only put on paper some of the things residents have been saying for years, Galindo said. 

"It seems like there is no police in El Mirage," he said.

Part of the department's problem was a lack of accountability, said Carroll Buracker, president of the auditing firm. 

The police chief had reported to the City Council rather than the city manager. That meant "laypeople" with little public safety experience were in charge, Buracker said.

Police Chief Richard Yost, who was in command for all the years that were audited, resigned in July. He was not available for comment this week. Two lieutenants also have left. Cornwall is still looking for a permanent new replacement.

The department is now under the city manager's supervision, which is standard practice for municipalities. The Maricopa County Sheriff's Office has sent over experienced personnel to run the force, and there have been many changes.

Buracker and his team wrote in the audit that they had never seen a system for processing property and evidence more disorganized. The audit discovered that evidence was stored in bins with no documentation. In some cases, powder thought to be cocaine was kept with no labeling. Money was missing, and there was no way to determine the quantity of drugs being stored.

This all means evidence is suspect and can be questioned during trials, Buracker said.

Acting Chief Brian Beamish said he has completely changed how evidence is handled. Now, items are kept in a sheriff's warehouse, where it can be tracked and cataloged.

The audit also found that El Mirage did not have an established system for patrolling. Officers decided for themselves where to go. 

As a result, officers each responded to an average of 483 calls in 2004, well below the recommended 550 to 650.

The audit also found that all patrol officers were scheduled to work on Wednesdays even though Saturday was the busiest day. Officers were scheduled this way to make sure each had a weekend day off, which the auditors called an "inefficient" way to patrol a city.

Buracker suggested 13 changes to the patrol division. Many have been implemented, Cornwall said.

Beamish said the department now has established beats and has spread out officers to better cover a full week.

Like the police officers, detectives picked their own workload and which cases to investigate. As a result, the department had a crime clearance rate of 5 percent in 2002 and topped out at 16.1percent in 2004. That's far below the national average, the audit said.

Detectives also worked schedules that had them off by 4 p.m. on weekdays and gave them three-day weekends. 

Buracker said residents reporting crimes told him they would go weeks, sometimes months, before hearing from detectives. The detectives also worked for about one year without an assigned supervisor. They now have a supervisor, Beamish said.

"They're moving away from being a small-town police department," he added. 

<#==#>

Too bad this doesnt happen on a daily basis. We would have a much better government. A dead government rulers is always better then a living government ruler.

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0310jarrett-ON.html

State Sen. Jarrett dies after collapsing in office 

The Arizona Republic / 12 News 

Mar. 10, 2006 08:20 AM

State Sen. Marilyn Jarrett died early Friday after suffering a possible stroke in her office at the Legislature on Thursday.

Jarrett, 67, of Mesa, was breathing but was not conscious about 2 p.m. when paramedics transported her from the Senate to St. Joseph's Hospital and Medical Center in Phoenix, where she was described as being in critical condition Thursday night. 

A hospital spokeswoman said Jarrett died early Friday but declined to provide a cause of death, the Associated Press reported.

House Speaker Jim Weiers gave his members an update on Jarrett's condition about 7 p.m. Thursday before leading them in a prayer for her well-being.

Sen. Robert Cannell, a pediatrician, helped render first aid to Jarrett before paramedics arrived. He said he suspected that Jarrett had suffered a stroke or some other kind of seizure.

Jarrett was taking a nap in her office after lunch when her assistant, Connie Dow, noticed that her breathing did not sound normal.

Cannell praised Dow for her awareness and quick thinking.

Jarrett had served in the Senate since 2001, when she was appointed to replace Sen. Rusty Bowers, who had resigned. She was elected to the House in 1995. She had served as majority whip in both chambers and was currently the Senate president pro tem.

Although she was not yet term-limited, Jarrett was not running for re-election. Instead, she was a candidate for a justice of the peace seat in Mesa.

Jarrett and her husband, Howard, have five children and 14 grandchildren.

Senate President Ken Bennett led senators in a prayer for their colleague and then adjourned the Senate until Monday. 

<#==#>

i guess this is government double speak that means the Abu Ghraib POW Torture camp will be turned over from the American Empire to the American Empire Puppet Government to continue its mission under less puiblicity

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0310iraq-abughraib0310.html

.S. to walk away from Abu Ghraib 

Robert F. Worth 

New York Times 

Mar. 10, 2006 12:00 AM

BAGHDAD - The American military said Thursday that within the next several months it plans to relocate all its detainees from Abu Ghraib prison, the sprawling penal compound west of Baghdad that became notorious throughout the world after photographs were made public of American soldiers abusing Iraqi prisoners there.

The prison will then be turned over to the Iraqi government, American military officials said.

Gen. Peter Pace, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, talked about the plan to leave Abu Ghraib at a Senate hearing in Washington. 

But Pace and military officials in Baghdad said the exact timing of the move was unclear.

"We do have plans to and are in the process of building other facilities to move the detainees who are under U.S. control out of Abu Ghraib," Pace said.

The general said "it should be several more months" before the new American-run detention center is finished. "Then it'll be up to the Iraqi government as to what they want to do" with Abu Ghraib, he said.

The transfer also will remove the American military from the site of one of the most damaging scandals it has faced. 

The images of Iraqi detainees being beaten and sexually humiliated at the prison became a touchstone for Arab and Muslim rage against the United States in the spring of 2004 and a potent recruiting tool for insurgents in Iraq and elsewhere.

The prison complex was also a widely feared center for torture and execution under Saddam Hussein. 

After the fall of Saddam to an American-led invasion in 2003, there were calls for Abu Ghraib to be demolished.

<#==#>

Washington D.C. Ex-Mayor Marion Barry set an example on how its OK to evade your income taxes. He failed to file over $534,000 in income and got a hand slap punishment of probation. Go Barry Go! Everybody should know taxes are stealing! (And Barry like any good Libertarian also knows the drug laws are unconstitutional) 

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-briefs10.2mar10,1,592338.story?coll=la-headlines-nation

Ex-Mayor Barry Gets Probation in Tax Case

From Times Wire Reports

March, 10 2006

Former District of Columbia Mayor Marion Barry was sentenced to three years' probation in connection with charges that he failed to file federal or local tax returns for 2000. 

Barry, 70, pleaded guilty in October under an agreement with federal prosecutors that required him to acknowledge his failure to file returns. 

 U.S. Magistrate Judge Deborah A. Robinson declined to fine Barry, noting that the outstanding taxes he had agreed to pay were substantial. 

Barry owes $195,000 in federal taxes and $54,000 plus penalties and interest in District of Columbia taxes. 

http://www.localnewsleader.com/kindred/stories/index.php?action=fullnews&id=155620

Ex-D.C. Mayor Barry Gets 3 Years Probation 

Staff and agencies

10 March, 2006

Thu Mar 9, 6:11 PM ET 

WASHINGTON - Former District of Columbia Mayor Marion Barry was sentenced to three years probation Thursday in connection with charges that he failed to file federal or local tax returns for 2000. 

Barry, 70, completed his fourth term as mayor in early 1999. While Barry has said he‘s unsure how much money he earned during the time period in question, he did not challenge claims by federal prosecutors that his income topped $534,000 during the five-year period. 

U.S. Magistrate-Judge Deborah A. Robinson declined to fine Barry, noting that the outstanding taxes he has agreed to pay are substantial. 

"It was a reality of not having money on the one hand, and constraints against taking gifts," said Barry‘s attorney, Fred D. Cooke Jr. Barry is currently represents Ward 8 on the City Council. 

The former mayor apologized to the court, to the citizens of the District of Columbia and to the citizens of the United States, and admitted that he has been in recovery for substance abuse problems since Jan. 19, 1990, when he was videotaped smoking crack cocaine in a downtown hotel room during an FBI sting operation. 

<#==#>

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0310scouts0310.html

Calif. top court OKs city's move vs. Boy Scouts 

Associated Press 

Mar. 10, 2006 12:00 AM 

SAN FRANCISCO - The city of Berkeley can charge marina fees to youth sailors connected with the Boy Scouts of America in response to the Scouts' discriminatory policies, the state Supreme Court ruled Thursday.

The court unanimously rejected claims by the Berkeley Sea Scouts that the city violated the group's free speech and freedom of association rights by charging it berthing fees, which non-profit groups that comply with a 1997 non-discrimination law do not pay.

The Sea Scouts are a branch of the Boy Scouts that teaches sailing, carpentry and plumbing. City officials had told the group that it could retain its berthing subsidy if it broke ties with the Boy Scouts or disavowed the policy against gays and atheists, but the Sea Scouts refused.

The city revoked the group's subsidies in 1998 because the Boy Scouts bar atheist and gay members. It's one of several cases in which federal, state and local governments have distanced themselves from the Scouts.

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled in 2000 that the Boy Scouts' membership policies are legal, but the state high court ruled that governments remain able to deny benefits to organizations that discriminate.

"What the California Supreme Court said was that private clubs can discriminate, but the taxpayers don't have to fund that discrimination," Berkeley City Attorney Manuela Albuquerque said.

Scouts spokesman Bob Bork called the ruling "another in a continuing legal backlash against the Boy Scouts for asserting and winning its constitutional rights in the United States Supreme Court."

<#==#>

$2 billion too much faith-based funding!!!

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0310bush-faith0310.html

Bush claims success in faith-based funding 

Ron Hutcheson 

Knight Ridder Newspapers 

Mar. 10, 2006 12:00 AM

WASHINGTON - President Bush prodded corporate America on Thursday to open its wallet to faith-based charities and declared his administration's efforts in that area a great success. Independent analysts said the picture was far less clear.

While the federal government sent more than $2 billion to religious charities last year, the five-year White House priority has fallen far short of the ambitious goals that Bush touted as a presidential candidate in 2000.

Some faith-based groups shun government money to avoid restrictions on religious activity. Others find the federal grant process overwhelming. 

Liberal critics have attacked the program in court, asserting that the president's outreach to religious charities violates the principle of church-state separation.

Bush's effort to steer federal money to faith-based charities was a core element of his "compassionate conservative" agenda that he spelled out in 2000. 

The idea that faith can change lives for the better is personal for the president. He says his faith helped him overcome his "wandering years," when he drank heavily and lacked career goals.

"One of the things that really inspires me is when I get to meet folks who are on the front line of changing America one soul at a time," he said Thursday at a White House conference for religious charities. "Government can pass law and it can hand out money, but it cannot love."

He urged corporations and charitable foundations to increase their funding of faith-based groups. A recent White House survey of 20 large corporate foundations found that about 6 percent of their donations went to religious organizations.

"I believe all of us, no matter if we're private or public, ought to allow religious organizations to compete for funding on an equal basis, not for the sake of faith but for the sake of results," he said.

Gauging the success of Bush's five-year effort is tricky because no one can say for sure how much government money goes to faith-based organizations or what they do with it. 

White House officials acknowledge that their $2.1 billion figure for last year is a best-guess estimate.

<#==#>

this is interesting on how the law is perverted! a border patrol cop runs over a man and his daughter, killing the girl. instead of charging the BP cop with a crime of say reckless driving or manslaughter the yuma county sheriff instead arrests the man who's daughter was killed, and blames him for the death charging him with child endangerment! 

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0310azroundup0310.html

Immigrant is charged 

with child endangerment

DATELAND - An illegal immigrant was arrested Wednesday on charges of child endangerment in a Sunday evening incident in which he and his daughter were run over by a Border Patrol vehicle, killing the 12-year-old girl. 

Juan Cruz-Torralva of Juxtlahuaca, Oaxaca, Mexico, was hospitalized for three days following the incident, which happened in the desert about 10 miles southeast of Dateland, said Maj. Leon Wilmot of the Yuma County Sheriff's Office. 

Cruz-Torralva and his daughter were apparently hiding in the brush when a Border Patrol agent in an SUV searching for undocumented immigrants inadvertently ran them over, the Border Patrol said Tuesday in a statement.

The daughter, Lourdes Cruz-Moralas, also of Juxtlahuaca, died at the scene.

Cruz-Torralva was released from the hospital Wednesday night and arrested after being interviewed by sheriff's detectives, Wilmot said.

The questioning "revealed that the suspect knew of the dangers of crossing the desert with the juvenile," Wilmot said. 

<#==#>

Bush sucks!!! What more can you say!!!!!

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/B/BUSH_AP_POLL?SITE=AZMES&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT

Mar 10, 12:29 PM EST

Bush's approval rating falls to new low 

By RON FOURNIER 

AP Political Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) -- More and more people, particularly Republicans, disapprove of President Bush's performance, question his character and no longer consider him a strong leader against terrorism, according to an AP-Ipsos poll documenting one of the bleakest points of his presidency.

Nearly four out of five Americans, including 70 percent of Republicans, believe civil war will break out in Iraq - the bloody hot spot upon which Bush has staked his presidency. Nearly 70 percent of people say the U.S. is on the wrong track, a 6-point jump since February.

"Obviously, it's the winter of our discontent," said Rep. Tom Cole, R-Okla.

Republican Party leaders said the survey explains why GOP lawmakers are rushing to distance themselves from Bush on a range of issues - port security, immigration, spending, warrantless eavesdropping and trade, for example.

The positioning is most intense among Republicans facing election in November and those considering 2008 presidential campaigns.

"You're in the position of this cycle now that is difficult anyway. In second term off-year elections, there gets to be a familiarity factor," said Sen. Sam Brownback, R-Kan., a potential presidential candidate.

"People have seen and heard (Bush's) ideas long enough and that enters into their thinking. People are kind of, `Well, I wonder what other people can do,'" he said.

The poll suggests that most Americans wonder whether Bush is up to the job. The survey, conducted Monday through Wednesday of 1,000 people, found that just 37 percent approve of his overall performance. That is the lowest of his presidency.

Bush's job approval among Republicans plummeted from 82 percent in February to 74 percent, a dangerous sign in a midterm election year when parties rely on enthusiasm from their most loyal voters. The biggest losses were among white males.

On issues, Bush's approval rating declined from 39 percent to 36 percent for his handling of domestic affairs and from 47 percent to 43 percent on foreign policy and terrorism. His approval ratings for dealing with the economy and Iraq held steady, but still hovered around 40 percent.

Personally, far fewer Americans consider Bush likable, honest, strong and dependable than they did just after his re-election campaign.

By comparison, Presidents Clinton and Reagan had public approval in the mid 60s at this stage of their second terms in office, while Eisenhower was close to 60 percent, according to Gallup polls. Nixon, who was increasingly tangled up in the Watergate scandal, was in the high 20s in early 1974.

The AP-Ipsos poll, which has a margin of error of 3 percentage points, gives Republicans reason to worry that they may inherit Bush's political woes. Two-thirds of the public disapproves of how the GOP-led Congress is handling its job and a surprising 53 percent of Republicans give Congress poor marks.

By a 47-36 margin, people favor Democrats over Republicans when they are asked who should control Congress.

While the gap worries Republicans, it does not automatically translate into GOP defeats in November, when voters will face a choice between local candidates rather than considering Congress as a whole.

In addition, strategists in both parties agree that a divided and undisciplined Democratic Party has failed to seize full advantage of Republican troubles.

"While I don't dispute the fact that we have challenges in the current environment politically, I also believe 2006 as a choice election offers Republicans an opportunity if we make sure the election is framed in a way that will keep our majorities in the House and the Senate," said Ken Mehlman, chairman of the Republican National Committee.

Stung by criticism, senior officials at the White House and the RNC are reminding GOP members of Congress that Bush's approval ratings may be low, but theirs is lower and have declined at the same pace as Bush's. The message to GOP lawmakers is that criticizing the president weakens him - and them - politically.

"When issue like the internal Republican debate over the ports dominates the news it puts us another day away from all of us figuring out what policies we need to win," said Terry Nelson, a Republican consultant and political director for Bush's re-election campaign in 2004.

Bowing to ferocious opposition in Congress, a Dubai-owned company on Thursday abandoned its quest to take over operations at several U.S. ports. Bush had pledged to veto any attempt to block the transaction, pitting him against Republicans in Congress and most voters.

All this has Republican voters like Walter Wright of Fairfax Station, Va., worried for their party.

"We've gotten so carried away I wouldn't be surprised to see the Democrats take it because of discontent," he said. "People vote for change and hope for the best."

---

Associated Press writer Will Lester and AP Manager of News Surveys Trevor Tompson contributed to this report.

---

On the Net:

Ipsos: http://www.ap-ipsosresults.com 
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The Police State has lots of job openings to help the government enslave, incarcerate, and brainwash the common population!

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=60362

Jobs in law enforcement cross the spectrum  

By Michelle Reese, For the Tribune 

March 3, 2006 

Linda Proffitt decided to join a team when she picked her second career. 

She picked some heavy hitters for that team; they have a serious goal: Saving a life.

“I don’t know where else that I could go that I would be able to work with the judge, the county attorney, the defense attorney and a healthcare provider as a team. Each and every one of them brings a different aspect into making sure everything of the best interest for that juvenile is covered.”

For the past year and a half, Proffitt has served as a juvenile probation officer for Gila County. She began after completing her criminal justice degree at the University of Phoenix.

Many areas of law enforcement are in the need of good workers in Arizona, thanks to growth and normal attrition.

Probation and parole officers, 911 dispatchers, detention officers and attorneys are all behind-the-scenes jobs with open positions, in addition to the need for more police officers.

The jobs not only provide a good income, but a good service to the community, said Dr. Hellen Carter, Chief Probation Officer for both adult and juvenile probation in Gila County as well as the architect behind the criminal justice program at the University of Phoenix.

Probation and parole officers are required to hold bachelor’s degrees in Arizona. County probation officers can supervise individuals after they come out of prison with a “probation tail,” Carter said.

“Probation is a great way to provide supervision and is a cost effective way to bring about positive change at approximately $2500 per year versus $25,000 per year for prison costs,” she said.

Parole officers supervise those on “community supervision” when the offender has been released into the community after serving a specified amount of time on their original sentence.

Proffitt’s job crosses many areas: From working with identified juveniles to working with at-risk students.

“It’s so versatile,” she said. “Not only am I a probation officer… you have the social worker part of it, but you also have the part where you get to work with these kids on a daily basis. One of the things with my job that I love is I’m getting the chance to go outside the box.”

“Many municipal departments are in need of police officers because of impending mandatory retirement for older officers,” said Det. Dwayne Young, who recruits for the Mesa Police Department.

Young started work in Mesa 17 years ago after moving from northern Utah. It was there that a family friend who worked in the Utah Highway Patrol introduced Young as a youth to the field of law enforcement.

“He allowed me to go along with him one day. I said, ‘This is so much fun. I have to do this for a living,’” Young said. 

Contact Michelle Reese by telephone at (480) 898-6500. 

<#==#>

Maricopa County Attorney Andrew Thomas f*cks up big time and disqualified his staff

by Dennis Wagner Saturday March 11, 2006 at 09:40 AM

This article seems to say that Maricopa County Attorney Andrew Thomas f*cked up big time and disqualified his staff from prosecuting Superior Court cases when he sued the presiding judge to abolish a special DUI program for Latinos.

Attorney's Office being challenged 

County prosecutors ineligible to try cases, complaint argues 

Dennis Wagner 

The Arizona Republic 

Mar. 11, 2006 12:00 AM 

Phoenix defense lawyers filed a flurry of court motions this week arguing that Maricopa County Attorney Andrew Thomas inadvertently disqualified his staff from prosecuting Superior Court cases when he sued the presiding judge to abolish a special DUI program for Latino and Native American defendants. 

Last month, Thomas filed a civil complaint in U.S. District Court to end "race-based" Spanish-language and Indian DUI courts conducted by county judges, arguing that the programs unconstitutionally discriminate on the basis of ethnicity. 

Presiding Judge Barbara Rodriguez Mundell contends that the courts are rehabilitation programs designed to work with minority defendants who need cultural or linguistic help to overcome substance abuse. They supervise convicted DUI felons who have been placed on probation after serving prison time. 

In the past week, at least four defense attorneys submitted Superior Court papers demanding that county prosecutors be disqualified from criminal proceedings. 

Their reasoning is that it a conflict of interest for attorneys to appear before judges when those lawyers also are in litigation against the same judges. 

If such a position prevails, it effectively would preclude Thomas and his staff from conducting thousands of felony prosecutions, the primary function of his office. 

Barnett Lotstein, special assistant deputy to Thomas, criticized the legal challenges as "silly," adding, "These motions are a political statement. We don't believe there is any conflict. . . . I think they're trying to muddy the waters." 

The motions, on behalf of 16 defendants as of Friday, also seek disqualification of four Superior Court commissioners named in the federal suit. 

Deputy public defender Michael Souccar argues in one filing that, by naming the presiding judge as a defendant in the federal case, Thomas "created a conflict of interest between all members of the Maricopa County Attorney's Office and all members of the Maricopa County Superior Court." 

But Lotstein said that, based on the logic of defense lawyers, prosecutors never could file Bar Association complaints against judges or appeal court rulings without disqualifying the office from future cases. 

In a court response filed Friday, Deputy County Attorney David E. Wood accuses defendants of "hyperbole" and argues that disqualification should occur only where an individual prosecutor has an actual conflict. He cites numerous legal cases to support a view that, when a prosecutor takes legal action against a judge, it does not create a conflict. 

Two experts interviewed Friday concurred with the position taken by defense lawyers. 

Boyd Lemon, a Los Angeles attorney and expert witness on legal ethics and malpractice, said he believes the County Attorney's Office is stuck with a "direct conflict," adding, "I've never heard anything like it." 

Philip Feldman, a San Francisco lawyer and author on legal ethics, said he believes defense motions seem to be "100 percent true," though he criticized both sides. 

The issue is scheduled for a hearing Monday before James Keppel, presiding criminal judge. However, Feldman noted, Keppel and all other Superior Court judges probably would face a conflict trying to rule on the matter and would have to recuse themselves. 

Reach the reporter at dennis.wagner@arizonarepublic.com or (602) 444-8874.

www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0311racecourt0311.html
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DOJ faults FBI for fingerprinting error 

By WILLIAM McCALL 

Associated Press Writer

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) -- An FBI mistake linking an Oregon lawyer, a Muslim convert, to the 2004 Madrid train bombings was a "watershed event" that led to improved fingerprint identification but more needs to be done, according to a federal report.

The 330-page Department of Justice report released Friday, the day before the second anniversary of the bombings, expanded on its January report that faulted the FBI for sloppy work but concluded the government did not misuse the anti-terror Patriot Act against Portland attorney Brandon Mayfield.

FBI experts mistakenly matched fingerprints found on a bag of detonators in Madrid to Mayfield's after the March 11, 2004 train bombings that killed 191 people and wounded more than 1,500.

Mayfield, who was jailed for two weeks in 2004 on a material witness warrant, was released after the FBI acknowledged the fingerprint was not his.

"Among other things, the examiners applied circular reasoning, allowing details visible in Mayfield's known prints to suggest features in the murky or ambiguous details ... that were not really there," the report by the department's internal watchdog said.

Mayfield is suing the federal government.

Some of the report was blacked out - especially details of the FBI's search of Mayfield's home and office, which are the subject of Mayfield's lawsuit.

The Justice Department's Inspector General, Glenn Fine, conducted an investigation into Mayfield's arrest.

The full report states that the misidentification of the fingerprint was a "watershed event for the FBI Laboratory, which has described latent fingerprint identification as the 'gold standard for forensic science.'"

But Fine adds that "we found that some of the changes adopted by the (FBI) Laboratory were not fully responsive to the issues raised by the Mayfield misidentification."

The report outlined at least six recommendations, including alternate procedures for verifications; reviewing previous cases based on a single fingerprint identified through the FBI's Integrated Automated Fingerprint Identification System; and requiring documentation of observed features before comparisons are made to confirm the identification.

FBI Special Agent Ann Todd, a spokeswoman for the lab, said the two FBI experts who first examined the print are not doing case work, "although both have been cleared to do so."

An FBI contractor who verified the identification has "not performed any work for the FBI laboratory subsequent to the Mayfield error," Todd said.

She said that in the 73-year history of the latent prints operation, the lab has made an erroneous identification once every 11 years, on average.
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boy for a government entity that recruites hired killers they sure are fussy!!!!!!
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Military shuns many of recruiting age 

By PAULINE JELINEK 

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) -- Uncle Sam wants YOU, that famous Army recruiting poster says. But does he really? Not if you're a Ritalin-taking, overweight, Generation Y couch potato - or some combination of the above.

As for that fashionable "body art" that the military still calls a tattoo, having one is grounds for rejection, too.

With U.S. casualties rising in wars overseas and more opportunities in the civilian work force from an improved U.S. economy, many young people are shunning a career in the armed forces. But recruiting is still a two-way street - and the military, too, doesn't want most people in this prime recruiting age group of 17 to 24.

Of some 32 million Americans now in this group, the Army deems the vast majority too obese, too uneducated, too flawed in some way, according to its estimates for the current budget year.

"As you look at overall population and you start factoring out people, many are not eligible in the first place to apply," said Doug Smith, spokesman for the Army Recruiting Command.

Some experts are skeptical.

Previous Defense Department studies have found that 75 percent of young people are ineligible for military service, noted Charles Moskos of Northwestern University. While the professor emeritus who specializes in military sociology says it is "a baloney number," he acknowledges he has no figures to counter it.

"Recruiters are looking for reasons other than themselves," said David R. Segal, director of the Center for Research on Military Organization at the University of Maryland. "So they blame the pool." 

The military's figures are estimates, based partly on census numbers. They are part of an elaborate analysis the military does as it struggles each year to compete with colleges and companies for the nation's best and brightest, plan for future needs and maintain diversity.

The Census Bureau estimates that the overall pool of people who would be in the military's prime target age has shrunk as American society ages. There were 1 million fewer 18- to 24-year olds in 2004 than in 2000, the agency says.

The pool shrinks to 13.6 million when only high school graduates and those who score in the upper half on a military service aptitude test are considered. The 30 percent who are high school dropouts are not the top choice of today's professional, all-volunteer and increasingly high-tech military force.

Other factors include:

-the rising rate of obesity; some 30 percent of U.S. adults are now considered obese.

-a decline in physical fitness; one-third of teenagers are now believed to be incapable of passing a treadmill test.

-a near-epidemic rise in the use of Ritalin and other stimulants to treat attention deficit hyperactivity disorder. Potential recruits are ineligible for military service if they have taken such a drug in the previous year.

Doctors prescribe these drugs to about 2 million children and 1 million adults a month, according to a federal survey. Many more are believed to be using such stimulants recreationally and to stay awake longer to boost academic and physical performance.

Other potential recruits are rejected because they have criminal histories and too many dependents. Subtract 4.4 million from the pool for these people and for the overweight.

Others can be rejected for medical problems, from blindness to asthma. The Army estimate has subtracted 2.6 million for this group.

That leaves 4.3 million fully qualified potential recruits and an estimated 2.3 million more who might qualify if given waivers on some of their problems.

The bottom line: a total 6.6 million potential recruits from all men and women in the 32 million-person age group.

In the budget year that ended last September, 15 percent of recruits required a waiver in order to be accepted for active duty services - or about 11,000 people of some 73,000 recruited.

Most waivers were for medical problems. Some were for misdemeanors such as public drunkenness, resisting arrest or misdemeanor assault - prompting criticism that the Army is lowering its standards.

This year the Army is trying to recruit 80,000 people; all the services are recruiting about 180,000.

And about the tattoos: They are not supposed to be on your neck, refer to gang membership, be offensive, or in any way conflict with military standards on integrity, respect and team work. The military is increasingly giving waivers for some types of tattoos, officials said.

---

On the Net:

Defense Department career and aptitude exploration site: http://www.asvabprogram.com 
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aid to president bush gives tips on how to shoplift stuff and return it. According to the Montgomery County police, the manager of a Target store spotted Allen strolling the aisles with an empty Target bag in his shopping cart. The manager watched as Allen placed items in the Target bag, then went to guest services and presented a receipt to receive a refund for those items.

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0312bush-allen0312.html

Ex-aide's arrest shocks Bush 

Nicole Gaouette 

Los Angeles Times 

Mar. 12, 2006 12:00 AM 

WASHINGTON - President Bush expressed disappointment, sadness and shock Saturday over the arrest of former domestic policy adviser Claude Allen, who resigned in February, citing a need to spend more time with family.

Allen, 45, was arrested in suburban Maryland on Thursday for stealing from Target and other stores in what authorities say was a scheme that lasted months and netted him more than $5,000 in goods that ranged from a Bose home theater system to $2.50 trinkets, police said.

"If the allegations are true, something went wrong in Claude Allen's life, and that is really sad," Bush said Saturday at the White House. "When I heard the story last night I was shocked. And my first reaction was one of disappointment, deep disappointment.  . . . Shortly thereafter, I felt really sad for the Allen family."

The arrest marks an Icarus-like fall for Allen, a conservative star and born-again father of four who rose from a working-class childhood in the nation's capital to become one of the administration's most senior Black members. Bush twice nominated Allen to a federal appeals court seat.

Allen was arrested Friday in an affluent Maryland suburb north of Washington and released on his own recognizance. His police mug shot shows him somber, collar askew and eyes averted from the camera.

He faces two charges of theft and the purported scheme, both of which carry maximum penalties of a $25,000 fine and 15 years in prison. His lawyer did not return calls for comment.

According to the Montgomery County police, the manager of a Target store spotted Allen strolling the aisles on Jan. 2 with an empty Target bag in his shopping cart. The manager watched as Allen placed items in the Target bag, then went to guest services and presented a receipt to receive a refund for those items.

<#==#>

State Condoleezza Rice gets an illegal drug as a gift during her trip to Chile from Bolivia's new democratically elected president Evo Morales!

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0312rice0312.html

Rice, leader of Bolivia, discuss coca 

Anne Gearan 

Associated Press 

Mar. 12, 2006 12:00 AM

VALPARAISO, Chile - Cooperation against illegal drugs was one theme of a cordial first meeting between the top American diplomat and the coca-growers union boss who is Bolivia's new democratically elected president, but Bolivian leader Evo Morales used the session to send another message to Washington.

Morales gave Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice a traditional Bolivian Indian musical instrument called a charango that resembles a ukulele and is usually made from animal hide.

This one, however, was covered with coca leaves.

Coca is the raw material for cocaine but also has traditional uses in Bolivia, where the leaf is brewed as tea, chewed and incorporated into ceremonies.

The gift was a reminder that coca is legal in Bolivia.

Rice gamely strummed the instrument and posed with it for a Chilean television camera. It's not clear whether Rice can legally bring the instrument into the United States.

<#==#>

more lies from the FBI and BATF! when this case first came out  it was touted as the most successful infiltration ever of the Hells Angels.  But not most of the charges have been dropped because the FBI cooked the books and used liars, theives, and murders are snitches.

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0313hellsangels0313.html

U.S. case vs. Hells Angels fizzles

Racketeering counts dismissed

Dennis Wagner

The Arizona Republic

Mar. 13, 2006 12:00 AM

A much ballyhooed racketeering case against Arizona's Hells Angels Motorcycle Club has all but ended in federal court with the U.S. Attorney's Office dismissing charges against some defendants and settling for lesser convictions against the rest.

When the two-year sting known as Operation Black Biscuit became public in 2003, it was touted as the most successful infiltration ever of the notorious biker group. Undercover agents were feted in Washington, with Top Cop awards from the National Association of Police Officers.

The government's case of drug violations, gun running, murder, racketeering and other crimes came to a close Wednesday, in part because of a feud between federal prosecutors and undercover agents with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.

The result:

• Authorities failed to convict any of the 16 defendants on the key charge of racketeering, or running a criminal enterprise.

• Half of those indicted were given plea deals on lesser offenses.

• Federal charges against five others were dismissed.

• Under the indictment, most of the bikers faced possible life terms. As a result of plea deals, none will serve more than five years in federal prison.

The U.S. Attorney's Office described the outcome as a "good thing" because eight defendants pleaded guilty.

"This is but one of many cases brought against the Hells Angels around the country, in Canada and around the world," office spokeswoman Sandy Raynor said in an e-mail. Joe Abodeely, attorney for Tucson Hells Angels President Craig T. Kelly, whose charges were dismissed, scoffed: "I was a prosecutor for 15 years, and this wasn't a 'good' result. Talk about spin . . . The government tried to prosecute some people simply because they were Hells Angels. This was a waste of time, effort and taxpayers' money."

The U.S. Attorney's Office had no cost figure for the case, which included years of work by undercover agents, prosecutors and public defenders. Brian Russo, who represents former Mesa Hells Angels President Robert Johnston Jr., put the public expense in "millions and millions of dollars."

National investigation

The Arizona crackdown was part of a national Hells Angels sweep led by ATF agents. In July 2003, raids were conducted statewide, as well as in California, Nevada and Washington. The indictment here targeted three charter presidents with club members and associates.

With help from moles, ATF agents spent two years penetrating Hells Angels, attending drug parties and becoming privy to alleged murder plots against rival gangs. Investigators described the club as a criminal syndicate, not a fraternity of motorcycle enthusiasts. Guns, drugs and thousands of records were seized.

But defense attorneys claimed the government's case was based on lying "snitches" who fabricated evidence and took part in beatings, drug dealing and other crimes while employed by federal agents.

In recent months, Hells Angels lawyers pressed the government for evidence that could be used to discredit those paid informers. That led to a dispute between prosecutors and the lead ATF agent, Joseph Slatalla, concerning 1,800 pages of investigative records that never were disclosed to the defense. Rather than meet legal requirements to disclose information to the defense, federal lawyers offered plea deals to defendants, some of whom accepted. Then, as a Feb. 24 deadline arrived, charges against the remaining subjects were dismissed. Legal grappling continues, including motions by some defendants to have their plea agreements overturned.

While defense attorneys touted the outcome as a Hells Angels victory, they expressed disappointment that the government was not forced to disclose all of its evidence.

"I do believe they're covering up some serious mishap in this investigation," said Patricia Gitre, attorney for defendant Kevin Augustiniak of Mesa. "There's something going on here that we're not supposed to know."

Gitre said that details of misconduct by ATF informers have been described in court: One paid operative failed to tell his handlers that he had participated in a murder. Another became a "snitch" to avoid prosecution, then got busted with methamphetamines. Regarding those problems, spokeswoman Raynor said, "There are always issues in dealing with cases requiring the use of confidential informants. None of the issues occurring in this matter is novel."

Protecting informers?

The case involved thousands of reports, audio recordings and videotapes. Prosecutors fought disclosure by arguing that informers would be in peril if the Hells Angels got hold of sensitive information. In October, U.S. District Judge David Campbell ordered the U.S. Attorney's Criminal Division chief into his courtroom and rebuked prosecutors for making "inaccurate, inconsistent and sometimes legally incorrect statements."

Last month, as a discovery deadline arrived and questionnaires were prepared for prospective jurors, the government shifted gears. First, defendants were offered plea deals. Then, as the date arrived, federal lawyers dismissed all remaining charges.

That worked for everyone except Augustiniak, a biker whose indictment involves the 2001 murder of 44-year-old Cynthia Yvonne Garcia after a party at the Hells Angels' clubhouse in Mesa. As federal attorneys moved to drop charges, Maricopa County prosecutors obtained a state indictment against Augustiniak for the murder. Defense lawyers Gitre and Jerry Hernandez complained that the government was playing a "shell game," shifting from one court to another to avoid turning over hidden files.

Garcia's slaying is the most grisly crime in the Arizona saga. According to law enforcement records, the victim was beaten unconscious by Augustiniak and two other men, then driven to a remote area north of Mesa and stabbed more than two dozen times. The second suspect, Paul Eischeid, is a fugitive. The third, Michael C. Kramer, is a key ATF informer who did not reveal his role in the crime to agents until he had spent months as a paid operative.

Kramer is the only person involved who was convicted of racketeering. His guilty plea, which was sealed, includes no prison time.

Much of the courtroom battle focused on information about Kramer, who infiltrated Hells Angels charters in the West. Gitre said the government has carried out a campaign to withhold exculpatory evidence and information that would discredit witnesses.

Judge Campbell ordered prosecutors to submit a sealed explanation for its dismissal of the case against Augustiniak. After reading that document, Campbell concluded that federal lawyers were acting in good faith to protect "legitimately confidential" information. The information remained sealed, and the case was closed.

"This is just reprehensible what they're doing," Gitre said of prosecutors. "You know, justice is about seeking the truth . . . And Cynthia Garcia has gotten no justice at all. What do they tell her parents, her children?"

While Augustiniak awaits trial in Superior Court, fugitive Eischeid apparently added insult to injury with an Internet taunt at federal agents:

"Catch me if you can," says the note with Eischeid's photograph at myspace.com, a Web site. "The ladies call me blue eyes . . . I live to ride for the Hells Angels." It is unclear whether Eischeid is responsible for creating the Web page.

One other target in the probe is on the offensive: Michael Coffelt, who was wounded by a police sniper in a 2003 raid at a biker clubhouse in Phoenix, is suing in U.S. District Court. He was arrested on state charges, but a judge who ruled that agents acted improperly when they swarmed the clubhouse dismissed the allegations.

Reach the reporter at dennis.wagner@arizonarepublic.com or (602) 444-8874.

<#==#>
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Reports of Justice Court corruption resulted in reforms 

Pat Flannery 

The Arizona Republic 

Mar. 13, 2006 12:00 AM 

Justice Court reform started in the early 1990s when the hiring and firing of clerical staff was taken away from justices of the peace and given to Superior Court administrators. Reforms intensified in 2002 after years of corruption and management scandals.

Reviews by the Arizona Supreme Court found that the public was poorly served in many instances as cases languished for months, hundreds of thousands of dollars in fines went uncollected and legal guidelines for managing cases were ignored. 

Justices or their employees were found in a handful of cases to have fixed tickets, harassed or misused employees, tampered with court records, circulated obscene materials or engaged in other odd behavior. 

For example:

• A Phoenix justice of the peace resigned under fire in 2003 as the Arizona Commission on Judicial Conduct looked into complaints that she did not follow court procedure, gave bad advice to those coming before her and took inappropriate actions like asking people for urine samples if she thought they were on drugs.

• Another Phoenix justice of the peace was removed from the bench in 2000 amid allegations that he fell asleep on the bench, made sexual comments to staff, kept whiskey in his chambers and circulated obscene materials.

• In 2001, a Scottsdale judge quit after the Commission on Judicial Conduct recommended his firing for dangling handcuffs in front of litigants and asking spectators for a show of hands on his rulings.

• A Maryvale judge took his dogs to work where, court administrators said, "he allowed them to urinate and defecate in court."

Then-state Supreme Court Chief Justice Charles Jones appointed a panel four years ago to oversee numerous changes, entrusting Judge Colin Campbell, then the presiding judge in Maricopa County Superior Court, to carry them out.

Jones wrote then that "three judges have been removed from office for misconduct, three courts have been placed under the administrative control of the Superior Court presiding judge, two clerks from two courts have been charged or sentenced for theft of funds and an investigation is under way regarding possible theft of funds in a third court."

He blamed the problems on "decentralization of authority."

That put changes in motion to consolidate authority in the hands of Superior Court administrators and the presiding Superior Court judge. The court since has tried to consolidate justice courts into common facilities with shared staff, further centralizing administration. Financial and administrative decisions are made within the Superior Court's chain of command.

<#==#>
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DUI defense lawyers challenge breath-test machine

Curt Anderson

Associated Press

Mar. 13, 2006 12:00 AM

MIAMI - Timothy Muldowny's lawyers decided on an unconventional approach to fight his drunken-driving case: They sought computer programming information for the Intoxilyzer alcohol breath analysis machine to see whether his test was accurate.

Their strategy paid off.

The company that makes the Intoxilyzer refused to reveal the computer source code for its machine because it was a trade secret. A county judge tossed out Muldowny's alcohol breath test, a crucial piece of evidence in a DUI case, and the ruling was upheld by an appeals court in 2004.

advertisement 


Since then, DUI suspects in Florida, New York, Nebraska and elsewhere have mounted similar challenges. Many have won or have had their DUI charges reduced to lesser offenses. The strategy could affect thousands of the roughly 1.5 million DUI arrests made each year in the United States, defense lawyers say.

"Any piece of equipment that is used to test something in the criminal justice system, the defense attorney has the ability to know how the thing works and subject its fundamental capabilities to review," said Flem Whited III, a Daytona Beach, Fla., attorney with expertise on DUI defense.

Most states have "implied consent" laws for motorists, requiring DUI suspects to blow into a breath-analysis machine if asked to do so by a police officer.

"The breath test is an integral part of any prosecution," said Earl Varn, an assistant state attorney in Sarasota, Fla.

In Florida, state law considers a breath test valid if the machine is approved by the Florida Department of Law Enforcement and the person administering the test is qualified. The law also says that a defendant is entitled to "full information concerning the test taken" if such a request is made.

The meaning of that phrase is the key to the DUI challenges in Florida and other states with similar laws.

DUI defense lawyers insist that "full information" means every minute detail about the Intoxilyzer, including the source code used by its computer processor to analyze breath samples, should be subjected to review by expert defense witnesses. Some judges have agreed.

Judges in the Florida counties of Manatee, Sarasota, Seminole and Volusia are among those who have ruled in recent months that the defense was entitled to the Intoxilyzer's source code to see if the test results are reliable.

There also have been successful legal challenges involving the source code of other machines, including a 2005 case in Bellevue, Wash., in which a defense lawyer obtained the code of the BAC Datamaster testing machine, sold by National Patent Analytical Systems Inc.

But many judges in Florida have ruled the opposite way on the Intoxilyzer, including a panel in Palm Beach County that recently denied challenges by 1,500 DUI defendants who sought the source code under state public-records laws.

The tactic has led lawmakers to introduce a measure in the Florida Legislature to clarify that such source codes don't have to be produced for DUI defendants.

In November, a similar challenge in Omaha, Neb., was rejected on grounds that Nebraska did not have the source code. In Rochester, N.Y., a DUI suspect whose lawyer was seeking the source code was convicted of a lesser charge when the technician who maintained the machine was unavailable to testify.

Laura Barfield, alcohol-testing program manager for the Law Enforcement Department, said each of the 408 Intoxilyzer 5000s used in Florida, soon to be replaced by the 8000 model, are regularly run through painstaking tests.

"You don't need the source code to know the machine is providing accurate results," Barfield said.

For its part, CMI said there is no evidence that its Intoxilyzer is inaccurate, noting that a review of 80,000 tests in a 2002 Arizona case produced no evidence of mistakes.

In a statement to the Associated Press, the company said the source code is not a crucial element in proving the Intoxilyzer's accuracy and is a proprietary trade secret that could create havoc if computer hackers obtained it.

The conflicting decisions around Florida could land the issue before the state Supreme Court. Florida lawmakers may act before that, however.

A bill that would make several changes to DUI law includes a section clarifying that the "full information" about breath tests does not include the "manual, schematics or software" of the breath machine or any information in the possession of the manufacturer. 

<#==#>

Federal piggy shoots himself in the leg! Did this cop violate Mesa City gun laws when he brought his weapon into the building?????

http://www.azcentral.com/community/mesa/articles/0313mesashot-ON.html

Officer accidentally shoots self at museum 

Senta Scarborough 

The Arizona Republic 

Mar. 13, 2006 10:30 AM

An off-duty federal officer accidentally shot himself while visiting a museum Saturday with his grandchildren, police said Monday. 

The off-duty U.S. Marshal's federal agent told police he was adjusting his pants when his unholstered weapon began falling down the pant leg about 2 p.m. at the Arizona Museum for Youth, 35 N. Robson St., Mesa police Detective Tim Gaffney said. 

When he reached for the gun, the .45-caliber semi-automatic firearm fired, striking him in the right buttock and exiting his upper right thigh. City employees evacuated the building in downtown Mesa and called 911. An officer found the federal officer inside the bathroom. The victim, who was not identified, did not sustain life-threatening injuries and was taken to a local hospital for treatment.

<#==#>
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Voters add voices on seizing of Justice Souter's house 

Associated Press 

Mar. 15, 2006 12:00 AM 

WEARE, N.H. - In a largely symbolic gesture, voters in Supreme Court Justice David Souter's hometown weighed in Tuesday on a proposal to seize his 200-year-old farmhouse as payback for a ruling that expanded government's authority to take property.

Whatever the outcome of the vote, Souter's home was safe.

The vote was prompted by activists angered by the Supreme Court's 5-4 decision last year in a property rights case from Connecticut. Souter sided with the majority in holding that governments can take property and turn it over to private developers.

Originally, the ballot measure called for the seizure of Souter's home so it could be turned into an inn called the Lost Liberty Hotel. But at a meeting in February, residents watered down the language.

The reworded measure asked the Board of Selectmen not to use eminent domain to take the farmhouse. The measure also urged New Hampshire to adopt a law that forbids seizures of the sort sanctioned by the Supreme Court.

Souter has not commented on the matter.

"The idea is to use the ruling that David Souter voted for on David Souter so that he can understand the importance of property rights and the error of the ruling," said Logan Darrow Clements of Los Angeles, a businessman who led the campaign to evict Souter.

Two of the major players pushing for the seizure of Souter's home were also running for the five-member Board of Selectmen on Tuesday.

Keith LaCasse, one of the candidates, said he would not lobby the board to seize Souter's home unless a proposal saying so appeared on next year's ballot.

"I would support it if people voted in favor," he said.

Even with the election of the two candidates, the board would still not have a majority in favor of seizing Souter's house.

<#==#>

14-year-old boy beaten to death by guards at Bay County Sheriff's Office boot camp

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/15/AR2006031500386.html

Pathologist: Teen Didn't Die From Illness

By MITCH STACY

The Associated Press

Wednesday, March 15, 2006; 7:07 AM

TAMPA, Fla. -- A pathologist who observed the second autopsy of a 14-year-old boy who was punched and kicked by guards at a juvenile boot camp said Tuesday the boy may not have died of a blood disorder as a medical examiner had ruled.

Dr. Michael Baden, who observed the new autopsy on behalf of the teen's family, said it was clear Martin Lee Anderson did not die from sickle cell trait, or from any other natural causes. 

Anderson was sent to the Bay County Sheriff's Office boot camp on Jan. 5 for a probation violation. A surveillance video showed guards kicking and punching him after he collapsed while exercising on his first day at the camp, and he died at a hospital early the next day.

The sheriff's office has said the guards were trying to get Anderson to participate after he became uncooperative.

The second autopsy was ordered after the teen's parents questioned the findings of Bay County's medical examiner, and was conducted Monday by Hillsborough County Medical Examiner Vernard Adams.

"My opinion is that he died because of what you see in the videotape," said Baden, referring to the surveillance video.

Baden, who reviewed medical evidence in the slaying of Martin Luther King Jr. and worked for a congressional committee that reinvestigated the assassination of President Kennedy, said it will be several weeks before Adams can determine the exact cause of death because tissue samples must be analyzed and other evidence considered.

Pam Bondi, a spokeswoman for Hillsborough County State Attorney Mark Ober, confirmed Baden's assertion. She would not elaborate, saying it will be months before the investigation is complete. Ober was appointed by Gov. Jeb Bush to investigate the case.

Anderson's mother, Gina Jones, said she wants to see action now.

"Now the truth is out, and I want justice," she said.

The medical examiner who made the initial finding of sickle cell, Dr. Charles Siebert, won't comment until the investigation is complete, his office said Tuesday. A spokeswoman for the Bay County Sheriff's Office, which operated the camp, also declined to comment.

No guards have been arrested or fired but the camp has been closed.

The U.S. Attorney's office in Tallahassee and the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division also have opened investigations.

http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/news/14100454.htm

Posted on Wed, Mar. 15, 2006

BOOT CAMP DEATH

Teen's second autopsy rejects natural causesA second autopsy found that Martin Lee Anderson, who died after a beating at a youth boot camp, did not die of natural causes, although it didn't say what did kill him.

BY CAROL MARBIN MILLER AND PHIL LONG

cmarbin@MiamiHerald.com

TAMPA - With results of a new autopsy showing that Martin Lee Anderson did not die of natural causes after being manhandled by guards at a Panhandle boot camp, special prosecutor Mark Ober now faces one of the most daunting tasks of his career:

Ober must determine what killed the 14-year-old basketball star and one-time chess whiz, and whether anyone should be held accountable.

Both a Tampa medical examiner appointed to the case and a prominent New York pathologist hired by Martin's family agreed, following a grueling 12-hour autopsy Monday, that Martin did not die from an undiagnosed blood disorder, sickle cell trait, which affects one in 12 Americans of African descent.

The new finding contradicted the results of an earlier autopsy that infuriated Martin's parents and confounded experts on the blood disorder, who told The Miami Herald the finding was extremely implausible. Gina Jones and Robert Anderson believed then and now that the real cause of death was a 40-minute manhandling of their son captured on video and broadcast nationally.

''We will confirm that preliminary findings indicate that Martin Anderson did not die of sickle cell trait, nor did he die of natural causes,'' said Pam Bondi, an assistant state attorney and spokeswoman for Ober, the Hillsborough County state attorney appointed to the case by Gov. Jeb Bush.

''Our investigation will take months to complete,'' Bondi added.

Though pathologists say they are certain what did not kill the teen, it remains unclear precisely what did. Martin stopped breathing Jan. 5 at the boot camp for delinquents. He was removed from a ventilator at a Pensacola hospital the next day.

''We all agreed,'' said Michael Baden, a veteran New York medical examiner hired by the family to participate in the second autopsy. ``Martin did not die of natural causes.''

''My opinion is that, just as his mom and dad had said, he died of what happened on that video,'' Baden told The Miami Herald. ``The way he was treated is why he died.''

Ruth Sasser, a spokeswoman for Bay County Sheriff Frank McKeithen, who operates the Panama City boot camp under contract with the state, declined to discuss the second autopsy Tuesday, saying the sheriff's office has yet to receive a formal report on the autopsy from Dr. Vern Adams, Hillsborough County's chief medical examiner.

McKeithen will shutter the boot camp at midnight April 6, Sasser said. The sheriff announced the camp's closing Feb. 21, saying it had become ''virtually paralyzed'' by the uproar over Martin's death.

NO COMMENT

Also declining to discuss the new findings: Dr. Charles Siebert, the Bay County chief medical examiner whose original autopsy report Feb. 16 added fuel to an already blazing controversy surrounding the Panama City youth's death.

''Any questions regarding the autopsy should be referred to the Hillsborough County Medical Examiner's Office,'' Siebert's office said in a prepared statement. ``As for the findings at the conclusion of the autopsy, Dr. Siebert will defer comment until the results have been completed.''

For Martin's parents, Monday and Tuesday were agonizing days in a long line of agonizing days. Gina Jones and Robert Anderson buried their son -- for the second time -- Tuesday in a modest grave in a ragged cemetery two months to the day after his first interment. He had been exhumed last Friday for the second autopsy.

''If they had only told the truth, we would not have to bury my son again,'' said Jones as she drove Tuesday afternoon back to the Redwood Cemetery. ''It is time for Martin to rest in peace -- for good. We need justice, and we need to make sure he can rest in peace.'' Added Anderson: ``Maybe tonight, we can start to get some proper rest. And maybe my son will be at rest, as well.''

Joining Martin's family in calls for justice were state lawmakers who have watched the case closely.

Rep. Gus Barreiro, a Miami Beach Republican whose criticism of the state's Department of Juvenile Justice has prompted several reforms, said he was horrified when Florida Department of Law Enforcement agents screening the videotape for him expressed concern for ''the jobs and careers'' of the officers seen roughing Martin up.

''Martin Anderson will never have a job,'' Barreiro said. ``We have to send a strong message to all those individuals who work with kids that if you brutalize one of these kids there will be a consequence, just like you ask these kids to face consequences. You can't have a double standard.''

Said Sen. Frederica Wilson, a Miami Democrat who comforted family members last week as Martin was exhumed: ``This is a great day in the state of Florida because Martin Lee Anderson is speaking to us.''

``With the first autopsy, we all knew that something was amiss. Something was awry . . . It was false. We knew that. And for us to desecrate his grave to prove it, then, Martin, we have given you justice today.''

Martin was taken to the boot camp, located only blocks from his home, after he was convicted of taking a joyride in his grandmother's Jeep. A use-of-force report prepared by guards, and obtained by The Miami Herald, shows the teen complained after running several laps that he ``was tired and couldn't breathe good enough to run any more.''

During the next 40 minutes, according to the report, guards delivered ''knee strikes'' to Martin's legs, ''hammer strike'' punches to his arms and several ''pressure points'' to his head -- all in an effort to force the teen to continue running. The pressure point restraints were banned by the state at almost all juvenile programs two years ago.

The videotape that details much of Martin's last hour at the camp was viewed nationwide after The Miami Herald and CNN sued the Florida Department of Law Enforcement under Florida's public records law for its release. The state law enforcement agency is investigating Martin's death.

In his Feb. 16 autopsy, Siebert ruled that Martin died of natural causes, the result of complications of sickle cell trait.

At Monday's 12-hour autopsy were Adams, five members of his staff, Baden, Ober and two lawyers for Martin's parents. Also present was Siebert, who has said he was there only to ``observe.''

''The thing that kept running through my mind was that this is science and technology, but on that medical slab was a human being,'' said the family's attorney, Benjamin Crump, who accepted an offer of Ober's cologne to help mask the smell of death. ``That was the thing I thought about the whole time.''

Crump, who has maintained steadfastly that Martin did not die of natural causes, said he will only feel ''vindicated'' by the new autopsy ``if somebody is held accountable for Martin's death.''

Dr. Baden, chief of forensic pathology for the New York state police and a 30-year member of the Medical Review Board of New York's Commission on Corrections, said in a lengthy interview Tuesday that Siebert had either failed to take into account -- or had missed -- several important clues to Martin's death. ''He had missed a number of bruises on Martin's body,'' said Baden, who declined to elaborate on the location of the bruises for fear of compromising Ober's investigation.

Baden said Siebert also did not take into account blood tests taken at Panama City and Pensacola hospitals before Martin was declared dead that showed no evidence of the mutation of red blood cells, called ''sickling,'' that is characteristic of the trait. The sickling of cells discovered at Siebert's autopsy is commonly seen after someone with the disorder already is dead -- the result of oxygen deprivation that occurs post-mortem. ''In between the guards talking to him, and his going out on a stretcher, [Martin] lost the ability to live,'' said Baden.

Miami Herald staff writers Marc Caputo, Jacob Goldstein and Mary Ellen Klas contributed to this report.

<#==#>

mesa cops say they dont need no stinking evidence to arrest people for murder!!!! mesa cops say f*ck the constitution when they have a murder case on their hands.
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Attorneys want evidence in Mesa slayings unsealed 

Jim Walsh 

The Arizona Republic 

Mar. 16, 2006 12:00 AM 

MESA - Murder suspect William Craig Miller's attorneys are demanding the unsealing of evidence that police used to arrest him and prosecutors used to indict him in the slayings of five people in east Mesa.

Miller's attorneys were denied part of this evidence a week ago when Maricopa County Superior Court Judge James Keppel ordered some of a probable-cause statement unsealed but left much of it blacked out under police-redaction procedures.

A hearing on their motion is set for today.

A grand-jury indictment issued Monday and unsealed Wednesday charges Miller with five counts of first-degree murder, burglary and tampering with evidence in the Feb. 21 slayings. The indictment says Miller may not have acted alone but does not give a motive or explain how he would have gotten into the gated community and the home. Both of those issues may be addressed in the court paperwork that the lawyers are seeking.

A short time after Miller's arrest on March 3, a court commissioner allowed prosecutors to redact the entire document.

Mesa police Sgt. Chuck Trapani said police are still searching for one or more additional suspects in the slayings. Steven Duffy and his brother, Shane Duffy, 18, both worked for Miller, as did Miller's girlfriend, Tammy Lovell, 32. Also shot to death were Lovell's children, Cassandra, 15, and Jacob, 10. 

Keppel ordered some of the probable-cause statement released when an attorney for the First Amendment Coalition challenged the commissioner's ruling. 

The unredacted portion of the document revealed that the same handgun used to shoot Steven Duffy was used to fire bullets found in the bedroom of Miller's Scottsdale house. 

Miller inadvertently contributed to his arrest by reporting a burglary that police now say was staged. Police found the bullets while investigating the supposed burglary.

Miller is scheduled for arraignment Wednesday. Prosecutors then have 60 days to decide whether to seek the death penalty.

The indictment offers two different theories: Miller shot the victims to death, or they were shot to death by Miller and a possible accomplice during a burglary.

Trapani said nothing was stolen from the house, and the burglary charge stems from entering with a deadly weapon to commit a felony.

"There's no sign of forced entry. We don't know if they were let in or they had a key," he said.

The charge of tampering with evidence stems from the burglary that police now say was staged at a house Miller rented in the 12700 block of North 78th Street after his own house burned in November. 

Prosecutors later charged Miller and Steven Duffy with arson. A Scottsdale police report said Steven Duffy and Tammy Lovell cooperated with the investigation.

<#==#>

Stupid mistakes by cops cause Scottsdale to pay out $3 million for liability claims.

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=61278

Scottsdale liability payouts top $3M  

By Jonathan Athens, Tribune 

March 17, 2006 

Large cash settlements resulting from two fatal vehicle collisions helped boost payouts for Scottsdale’s liability claims to their highest amount in recent years. 

The city paid a combined total of more than $3 million in 13 liability claims for fiscal year 2005-06, city figures show. 

Claims involving traffic fatalities amounted to about $2.5 million, with more than $2 million of that stemming from two collisions on Loop 101 that killed four people. Both crashes were caused by drivers who were under the influence, according to police and court documents. 

Those two claims in particular have prompted city officials to ask the City Council early next week to transfer $1 million in reserve funds to cover the cost of claims Scottsdale is expected to pay through the end of the fiscal year, said Pauline Hecker, the city’s risk management director. 

This is the most Scottsdale has paid in liability claims since fiscal year 2001-02, when it paid out $2.5 million. 

City spokesman Mike Phillips said traffic fatalities in Scottsdale cannot be predicted. 

“One fatality is too much. If there are things we can change, we do change them,” Phillips said referring to the city’s photo enforcement system. 

“Unfortunately, we haven’t seen a definable trend when it comes to traffic fatalities. Almost every traffic fatality is based on a whole individualized set of factors,” Phillips said. 

Scottsdale last year paid $578,000 in a settlement with the four minor children of Christina Laux, 29, of Scottsdale, who died in a crash. 

Laux was killed in August 2002 along with Stephanie Monogye, 20, of Scottsdale, and Ruslan Kramarovsky, 26, of Mesa, when the pickup truck they were in was struck by a drunken driver in a Jeep Laredo. 

The drunken driver, David McKinney, had also crashed into another vehicle and came to a stop in the median. The pickup truck Laux, Monogye and Kramarovsky were in careened off the freeway. 

Arizona Department of Public Safety officers, who were investigating the crash involving the Jeep and the other vehicle, didn’t know about the collision involving the pickup truck until a news helicopter found the wreckage hours later. Scottsdale also was part of that search. 

McKinney was later sentenced to 14 years in prison. 

The city also paid $1 million last year to the family of Cody Morrison, 22, who died after the car he was riding in was struck by David Szymanski, 22, as Szymanski was fleeing police. 

Five Scottsdale police officers who were involved in the chase were subsequently reprimanded and suspended for 150 hours for failing to follow department policy. 

The city also paid a combined total of $500,000 to two other occupants who were injured in the crash. 

Szymanski is on trial in Maricopa County Superior Court on one count of firstdegree murder and 11 other felony charges relating to the crash. 

In addition, the city paid $59,999 to the family of a Marcy Lynn Weitz, 31, and her son, Vayden Zoe Weitz, 7, who were killed in a crash in late July 2004 at the intersection of 96th Street and Poinsettia Drive. 

Phillips said the city was liable for a stop sign that was partially obstructed by brush. 

The city also paid $400,000 to Norman Watson whose wife, Sue Watson, was killed in January 2005 when a Scottsdale detective crashed into her as she was turning at the intersection of Camelback Road and 29th Street, according to city records. 

Jack Ryan, co-director of the Indiana-based Legal and Liability Risk Management Institute, said private citizens filing for damages when law enforcement agencies are involved is a trend that has been on the rise since the 1980s. 

“Sometimes when they see the amount of the payment in the media it entices people to file and it entices lawyers to take the cases,” Ryan said. 

The remaining settlements the city paid in fiscal year 2005-06 ranged from a person who tripped and fell to damages to sewer and cable lines. 

Contact Jonathan Athens by telephone at (480) 970-2342. 

<#==#>
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Rally marks 3 years after Iraq invasion 

Connie Cone Sexton 

The Arizona Republic 

Mar. 19, 2006 12:00 AM

Her children may be just 3, 7 and 9, but Paradise Valley resident Caryn Garner regularly talks to them about why she opposes the war in Iraq.

There are more ways than war to bring peace, she tells them, more ways to save Iraq than sending in countless troops from the United States.

Her beliefs brought her out Saturday as she stood among about 200 other participants at an anti-war protest in Phoenix on the third anniversary of the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq.

Looking out at the crowd around her outside the Sandra Day O'Connor Federal Courthouse, Garner slowly shook her head, saying, "There doesn't need to be any more killing."

Draped in pink like other fellow members of CodePink, a women's peace organization, Garner and her pink-clad peers stood out among the crowd that rallied around a podium for speakers. CodePink, which was named as a parody of the country's color-coded terror-alert system, was joined by Arizona Alliance for Peaceful Justice, Veterans for Peace, Arizona Citizens for Election Review and Women in Black, whose members dress in black and often shield their faces with veils.

Saturday's protest demanding that troops withdraw from Iraq mirrored similar events around the world, including rallies in Times Square in New York and Trafalgar Square in London. More than 500 protests were planned across the country. As of today, more than 2,314 U.S. troops have been killed. A recent Wall Street Journal and NBC poll found that 61 percent of respondents disapproved of the job President Bush is doing in Iraq.

While much of the talk in Phoenix was devoted to getting out of Iraq, several speakers pushed the crowd to honor the troops who are serving and those who have come home.

For Tupac Enrique, a member of Tonatierra, a human rights organization, there is no better way to honor them than push for their return.

"It's an obligation for us to speak out," the Phoenix resident said. 

The war in Iraq has a personal impact on Mesa resident Carole McKenna. One son and his wife have served two tours in Iraq. A second son is expected to go back for his second tour in August, she said, adding, "I'm just hoping that we're out of this by then."

Speakers at the Phoenix protest denounced both the Republican and Democratic parties for being weak in their efforts to pull troops out of Iraq. Longtime Democrat and former state legislator Alfredo Gutierrez bitterly shook a finger at his party leaders, charging them with being "gutless, fearless and cowardly" for not rising up with more fervor against the war. 

Gutierrez reflected on the Vietnam War, when war protestors tried to spur the removal of troops. Ten years went by until President Nixon declared the end. By then, 59,000 U.S. troops had died, Gutierrez said, shouting to the protest crowd Saturday.

"I don't want to wait for 59,000" caskets to come back from Iraq, he said.

The Associated Press contributed to this article.

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0318protest0318.html

Groups gather to protest war 

Carrie Watters 

The Arizona Republic 

Mar. 18, 2006 12:00 AM

Many drove past without pause. Some honked. One man in a Lincoln held up his fingers in a peace sign for the anti-war protesters outside Sen. Jon Kyl's office.

The demonstrators on Friday said the reactions by passers-by offer a glimpse into public opinion on the war in Iraq. 

"There's lots of waves," said Micki Hermansen, a Phoenix member of the anti-war group Code Pink.

But, she added, "We get fingers, too."

Friday's protest outside Kyl's office was just one of a dozen held outside the offices of legislators throughout the Valley. Just three protesters, one hour into Friday's demonstration, carried signs outside Sen. John McCain's office. 

Demonstrators said they expect wide participation in today's rally and march through downtown Phoenix. 

The End the War Coalition, made up of local anti-war groups, sponsored the events that mark the three-year anniversary of the U.S. invasion of Iraq.

The protesters said Americans are reaching a turning point in support of the war.

A USA Today poll this week showed that a record 60 percent of Americans now believe the war hasn't been worth the costs. The poll, taken March 10-12, had a margin of error of plus or minus 3 percentage points.

For Hermansen, the decision to protest came after feeling that just complaining wasn't enough.

Protester Mitch Rubin of Phoenix said his Jewish background influenced him. 

"I learned early that evil persists when people do nothing," he said. 

Dennis Stout of Phoenix said that he had volunteered to be a U.S. Army paratrooper in the 1960s. He lost faith halfway through his tour of duty.

Now, he worries Iraq will prove a harder lesson for the United States.

Reach the reporter at carrie.watters@arizonarepublic.com or (602) 444-6934.

<#==#>

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=61370

Mesa punishes workers in e-mail scandal  

By Brian Powell, Tribune 

March 18, 2006 

Mesa employees forwarded hundreds of e-mail images and jokes over the past year that included racial, ethnic and religious slurs, sexually explicit acts, violent photos and foul language. 

The city’s ongoing internal investigation has resulted in more than 100 unpaid suspensions, with the majority ranging from between two and five days. The most severe punishment — six-week suspensions — were given to three employees for sending photos with graphic sex acts. 

Photos included many topless women, candid nude shots, toddlers wearing shirts with sexual phrases, and a retarded Burger King employee. 

E-mailed video segments included numerous sexually suggestive images, a man picking up day laborers and dropping them off at the immigration office, and violence against Middle Eastern people, according to Mesa’s descriptions. 

E-mails were forwarded throughout most city departments. Nearly 20 percent, or 82 of the 440 fire department members, have been disciplined. That number could rise if pending fire department cases result in discipline. 

“We do take this very seriously, everyone that is disciplined is taking responsibility,” Mesa assistant fire chief Mary Cameli said. “I think this is a good eye-opener and a reminder all our e-mails are public record.” 

The city released 229 employee names and their emails Friday following a Tribune public records request. The city first announced the e-mail investigation Feb. 17. The police department is conducting its own e-mail investigation that’s expected to be completed within two weeks. Those e -mails were not released Friday because the investigation is ongoing, Mesa City Attorney Debbie Spinner said. 

The employees who received the most severe punishment were financial services supplies specialist Troy Blackwelder, senior gas engineer Scot Sherwood and water district crew leader Eddie Gollihar. Attempts to reach the employees were unsuccessful. 

The city developed its own severity rankings to determine discipline. The most severe was a video or images of sex acts. 

The next level was videos or pictures of nudity with sexual content, followed by nudity without sexual content, discriminatory images or jokes, offensive cartoons, jokes or language and finally excessive personal use of the system. Nudity or sexual content resulted in up to a five-day suspension. Punishment for discriminatory e-mails ranged from a written reprimand to a three-day suspension. Spinner said the suspensions were recommended by department managers and can be appealed by employees. 

Mesa City Manager Chris Brady said the investigators were concerned about the racial and religious discriminatory messages that were dominated by Hispanic and Islamic references, but also included jabs at Mormons and Italians. Brady said these employees will likely be required to undergo sensitivity training. 

“We are really concerned about that and the message given is that is absolutely unacceptable,” Brady said. 

Brady, who was not working for Mesa when the investigation began, said last month there were about 300 offenders. Brady said Friday that number includes some, but not all, of the police department employees under investigation. Three hundred employees would represent about 8 percent of the work force. 

Earlier this week, all city employees were provided a copy of the new e-mail policy that must be signed by April 7, and then again at each annual review. “City employees using city-provided equipment and software have no expectation of privacy in the use of these tools,” the policy states. 

The internal investigation began in October after an employee filed a sexual harassment claim against a co-worker. As part of that investigation, e-mails were reviewed. Human resources investigators then followed the e-mail trail citywide. 

Breakdown by department 

Here is how the 229 employees in the Mesa e-mail investigation break down by department: 

• Fire department, 82 

• Utilities, 49 

• Financial services, 33 

• Development services, 26 

• General services, 19 

• City attorney’s office, 15 

• City manager’s office, 3 

• Neighborhood services, 2 

NOTE: Results of the police department investigation have not been announced. 

Contact Brian Powell by email, or phone (480) 898-6514 

<#==#>

Phoenix Police kill west valley man

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0319shooting0319.html

Phoenix police officer shot 

Laura Houston 

The Arizona Republic 

Mar. 19, 2006 12:00 AM

A man died of gunshot wounds after a five-hour standoff with more than 100 law enforcement officers outside his house in West Phoenix on Saturday. 

He had barricaded himself in the house near 72nd Avenue and Lower Buckeye Road after exchanging gunfire with officers, wounding a Phoenix police officer and a sheriff's canine. 

The officer, who has not been identified, and the dog were in stable condition Saturday evening, a Phoenix police spokeswoman, Sgt. Lauri Williams, said.

The suspect had not been officially identified late Sunday.

Maricopa County sheriff's Deputy Doug Matteson said the suspect had been on the phone with negotiators.

Matteson could not confirm whether officers had lost contact with the man before the order was given to enter the home.

There, officers found the suspect dead.

During the standoff, the suspect spent much time on the phone with police and family members.

Sharee Hicks of Mesa was one of them, calling the man just to check up on him, only to hear him breathing irregularly and talking about trying to pull through.

For hours, Hicks clung to a cellphone, using a grapevine of family phone calls for clues about what might be going on behind the barricade and if the suspect would come out alive.

"They need to just break the door down, get him and get him on out. Get him to the hospital," Hicks said about one hour before police sent out a notice, confirming that the suspect was dead. 

People believed to be the suspect's family members cried as armored cars pulled away from the neighborhood. 

Residents, finally able to enter their homes after the barricade ended, stood and watched as police trickled out of their neighborhood. 

"There's no more barricade. . . . The house is secure," Williams said at about 6 p.m.

The incident began about 1 p.m. when Maricopa County sheriff's officers responded to a report of a car accident near 75th Avenue and Lower Buckeye Road. 

Eyewitnesses said the parties involved in the accident had confronted each other, with one individual brandishing a gun, said Lt. Paul Chagolla, a spokesman with the Sheriff's Office. 

Officers tracked one of the men, later identified as the suspect, back to his house in a nearby neighborhood, across the street from Santa Maria Middle School. 

Gunfire was exchanged as officers searched the house, Chagolla said, wounding the officer and Sheriff's Office canine. 

The officer was transported to St. Joseph's Hospital, where he was in stable condition Saturday evening, Williams said. 

Staff reporter Corinne Purtill contributed to this article.

<#==#>

Maricopa County Attorney Andrew Thomas is a police state thug who will make things worse!

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0319montini0319.html

Pretending that the prison 'solution' works for migrants 

Mar. 17, 2006 12:00 AM 

Politics is a game of pretend. Politicians pretend to have solutions, and we pretend to believe them. As silly as this is, it could be worse. The "solutions" actually could be put into effect.

For instance, let's pretend that Maricopa County Attorney Andrew Thomas got his way with illegal immigrants. Recently, with the help of Sheriff Joe Arpaio, Thomas was able to charge as "conspirators" more than 50 people caught while allegedly being smuggled into the United States. If convicted, each could be sent to state prison for more than two years.

I've heard from a number of people who approve of this "solution." Thomas has complained because other law enforcement agencies aren't following the sheriff's lead. Most turn over suspected illegal immigrants to federal authorities for possible deportation.

"The bottom line is Arizona has a tremendous problem with illegal immigration," Thomas has said. "Look, if you're going to enter Maricopa County and try to commit a felony, you're going to jail and you're going to be prosecuted."

Let's pretend that Thomas got his way. Now that we know what it's going to cost the "conspirators" in terms of prison, what is it going to cost us in terms of dollars?

According to a spokesman for the Phoenix Police Department, officers in the city have picked up over 300 undocumented immigrants in the past month alone. The police turned over those men, women and children to federal immigration agents.

But what if they hadn't? What if they had done what Thomas wanted?

"Here are some of the issues we'd be dealing with as a police agency," said Sgt. Andy Hill, a Phoenix police spokesman. "When there are 30 or 40 or 50 undocumented persons who are found, we'd have to take officers off the street to transport those people to jail and spend time booking them. We don't have the manpower. And before you can book them, you have to determine their immigration status. We are not trained to do it, nor do we have the money to do that training. Finally, we want to arrest and book the smugglers. If we book the victims, it wouldn't work to get them to testify against the smugglers. So what you have is a financial impact, a manpower impact and a public-safety impact."

And that's just the first step in the criminal justice process.

Each "suspect" is guaranteed legal representation. Each also could get a trial. No one I know who is familiar with the court system can imagine that costing less than a few thousand dollars. Each.

And what if they're convicted? The price of housing a person in an Arizona state prison is more than $50 a day.

If Phoenix averages about 300 immigrants a month, that works out to about 3,600 per year. 

If they're sent to prison at $50 a day each, that's already $65.7 million a year. 

If each of them costs a few thousand to get through the judicial process, that's another $7 million, at least.

And that doesn't count the additional police expenditures or the impact of the criminals who don't get caught and the crimes that subsequently don't get prosecuted because our cops are busy booking people into jail who only want to clean our hotel rooms, build your houses, pick our crops or mow our lawns.

And that's just from the city of Phoenix. What happens when we factor in every other city and town in the state, then add the cost of all the new prisons we'd have to build and staff?

Can we even pretend to have that much money?

Reach Montini at (602) 444-8978 or ed.montini@arizonarepublic.com. Read his blog at montiniblog.azcentral.com.

<#==#>

http://www.prensahispanaaz.com/index.asp?id=6513

Miles perderán licencias en Colorado

Miles de inmigrantes indocumentados de Colorado perderán sus licencias de conducir gracias a un nuevo programa de verificación de números de Seguro Social por parte del Departamento de Vehículos Motorizados (DMV) de este estado.

Según informó el lunes el DMV, la cooperación durante los dos últimos años entre esta agencia y la Administración del Seguro Social (a nivel federal) permitió revisar unos cuatro millones de licencias de conducir emitidas en Colorado.

Tras esta revisión se comprobó que en por lo menos 53 mil casos existía una discrepancia en la información que compartían estas dos agencias gubernamentales.

En enero de este año, el DMV comenzó a enviar “cartas de advertencia” a aquellas personas cuyo número de Seguro Social en la licencia de conducir no coincidía con el número que tenían las autoridades federales.

Quienes reciben la carta tienen un cierto plazo (normalmente 30 días) para verificar la validez de la documentación que presentaron en el momento de obtener la licencia. Para hacerlo, la persona debe presentarse en las oficinas del DMV con un certificado de nacimiento, la tarjeta del Seguro Social u otro documento de identidad que muestre que está legalmente en el país y que es quien dice ser.

Si la persona no completa este trámite, el DMV envía una segunda carta explicando que la licencia fue cancelada o que no podrá ser renovada.

Unas 2 mil canceladas

Desde enero pasado, el DMV ha cancelado unas 2 mil licencias de conducir y “decenas de miles más” serán canceladas en los próximos meses, indica la información provista por el DMV. Según algunas organizaciones comunitarios latinas, como El Centro AMISTAD de Boulder y El Comité de Longmont, la medida afecta principalmente a inmigrantes indocumentados, quienes en muchos casos obtuvieron una licencia de conducir auténtica, aunque usando información falsa.

Ruth Giubergia, que se dedica a preparar impuestos para familias inmigrantes en Denver, afirmó que “dos de cada tres personas que llegan a mi oficina ya perdieron la licencia o ya les llegó la carta diciendo que no la van a poder renovar”.

“Esta gente ahora se queda sin identificación, y ya ni siquiera puede cambiar los cheques de pago”. Aún peor, “esta gente sigue manejando, pero ahora sin licencia”, comentó. Por su parte, en un comunicado enviado a los medios, M. Michael Cooke, directora del Departamento de Impuestos de Colorado (que supervisa al DMV), afirma que “no se trata de un tema de inmigración” ni se está “persiguiendo sólo a los hispanos”. Cooke sostuvo que hablar de discriminación contra los latinos por parte del DMV es “ridículo”.

<#==#>

its always interesting to see the new novel ways that the government can come up with to waste time and money. this is one of them!

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0319reader0319.html

Senate reader gets word out - and into record fast 

Casey Newton 

The Arizona Republic 

Mar. 19, 2006 12:00 AM 

David Kerr read this sentence faster than you did.

If he were at his job in the Legislature, he would have read it even faster.

As the official reader for the Senate this session, it's Kerr's job to blaze through huge chunks of official text each day.

Announcing a steady stream of bills, proclamations and committee reports, the 24-year-old page's baritone has become a defining feature of each floor session.

"His skill level is just incredible," said Charmion Billington, the Senate secretary, whose office feeds Kerr a stack of documents to read each day.

New readers take their seats at the House and Senate almost every session. And yet despite their skills - or maybe because of them - the actual content of their speech is often indecipherable.

While tradition requires that scores of items be read into the public record each day, the Legislature demands those items be read as quickly as humanly possible.

It's a task so strange it could only have come from government: Read this important document into the record, but not in such a way as that it will be comprehensible.

So why not just ditch the whole speed-reading routine?

"You could only limit the role - you couldn't take the reader out," Kerr said. "On appearances it might seem totally outdated, but I think about half the time it's necessary work that has to be done."

Billington said the reader plays a crucial role in the Senate, helping guide Senate President Ken Bennett and his 29 fellow lawmakers through lengthy lists of bills.

"We need (readers) to be able to annunciate a few things so we can tell where we are," she said. "With David I've especially stressed the bill numbers - let us be able to hear the bill numbers, because then we can find our place on our calendar."

Unlike some readers, Kerr prides himself on reading every word in a bill. Other readers have focused on conveying the gist while skipping over some passages.

"The impression I was given is, say as much as you can as quickly as you can," said Cassie McIver, who was a reader for two sessions prior to Kerr. "Obviously, when you've got a page-and-a-half-long bill and everyone's waiting for you, you're not going to be able to read the whole page and a half. I always tried to get in the words that would emphasize what the bill was really about."

Though they are entrusted with the smooth functioning of government, readers receive intern pay and little instruction beyond, "Go faster." 

But Kerr does have the highest profile of this session's 16 Senate pages, a group of mostly college students whose tasks include fetching coffee and working at the second-floor cafeteria, which they call the Penalty Box. 

"The pages look up to the reader in a way, because the position is recognized as a step above," said McIver, who is now the Senate's chief page. "You're seated away from the crowd. You do have your little bit of training. So I think the pages tend to recognize it as a bit of a promotion."

If it's a promotion, what's the next step up the career ladder?

Kerr, who earned a history degree from Arizona State University last year, is planning on taking his legislative experience to law school in the fall. And when he does, he said, his experience as the reader will serve him well in one important respect.

"It's certainly a line on the resume, that's for sure," he said. "I can finally take Home Depot off."

<#==#>

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=61415

Valley residents rally for peace  

By Art Matori, Tribune 

March 19, 2006

After vigils held Friday, a crowd of protesters marched Saturday through downtown Phoenix to mark the third anniversary of the Iraq war. “It was a pretty varied crowd,” said End the War coordinator Herb Rubin. He estimated more than 200 people turned out for the march and rally on Saturday. 

“I think ‘spirited’ would be an appropriate term to describe them,” Rubin said. “Even though most people don’t have the determination to come out for something like this, I think the march really represents public opinion.” 

Protesters chanted phrases such as: “Bush lies, soldiers die.” 

They wet their feet in pans of liquid resembling blood outside the military induction center in downtown Phoenix. They then walked from the center, leaving crimson footprints, claiming, “The blood trail starts here.” 

Eleanor Eisenberg, former director of the Arizona chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union, spoke at the U.S. Attorney’s Office on First Avenue and Adams Street in downtown Phoenix. 

And Carol McKinna, whose son and daughter are scheduled to return soon from Iraq, spoke to protesters outside the federal courthouse. 

Contact Art Matori by email, or phone (480) 898-6514 

<#==#>

Street racer who struck Goodyear cop sought 

Brent Whiting 

The Arizona Republic 

Mar. 20, 2006 09:30 AM

A Goodyear police officer escaped serious injury early Sunday when struck by a street racer who swerved and allegedly tried to run him down, police said Monday.

Authorities say Sgt. Chris McCall had stepped out of his patrol car and fired his service weapon at the oncoming vehicle jury prior to being hit.

McCall, a 10-year veteran of the Goodyear force, was taken to a Phoenix hospital for treatment but did not suffer any serious injury, said Ralph McLaughlin, a Goodyear police commander.

The incident occurred on Litchfield Road near the entrance to the Phoenix-Goodyear Airport, after McCall and other officers tried to stop vehicles that were street racing, McLaughlin said.

About 30 to 40 vehicles had been racing in the area, he said. Some of the cars raced by McCall, but the driver of one vehicle swerved toward him.

Police have several leads, but the driver of this vehicle has yet to be identified, McLaughlin said.

To offer information, phone Robert Frederick, an Arizona Department of Public Safety investigator, at (602) 223-2363. 

Reach the reporter at brent.whiting@arizonarepublic.com or (602) 444-8637.

<#==#>

i read some propaganda published by the arizona state legislator which said that really great politicians get there thru compromise. i took that to mean really great politicians say "i will pass your pork if you pass my pork". and with that in hand i think that's why bush never vetos anything. his thoughs on the issue are probably "i wont veto any of your pork bills, if you will pass my pork bills into law"

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0323bush-vetoes0323.html

Bush's veto pen just collecting dust 

USA Today 

Mar. 23, 2006 12:00 AM 

WASHINGTON - President Bush today becomes the longest-sitting president since Thomas Jefferson not to exercise his veto, surpassing James Monroe.

Monroe was in office 1,888 days before he vetoed his first bill on May 4, 1822, a measure that would have imposed a toll on Cumberland Road, the first federal highway and the key route to the West. Jefferson never exercised his veto.

Thursday is Bush's 1,889th day in office, and no veto is in sight. So far, Congress has sent him 1,091 bills. He has signed them all.

He came close to a veto last month when Congress threatened to block a deal to turn over operations at ports in six states to a company owned by Arab emirate Dubai.

Bush threatened a veto, but Congress had the votes to override him. He avoided a showdown when the company decided to sell that part of its business to American interests.

"After that, we're not likely to hear a veto threat from him that much again," said G. Calvin Mackenzie, professor of government at Colby College in Waterville, Maine.

<#==#>

hmmmm........ does this mean if you dont have a government issued photo id and cant register to vote in Arizona that you can get around the problem by registering to vote using the FEDERAL FORM??????

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0323votesuit0323.html

Voter ID coalition will sue Brewer 

Law's application too rigid for group

Pat Flannery 

The Arizona Republic 

Mar. 23, 2006 12:00 AM 

A coalition of advocacy groups plans to sue Secretary of State Jan Brewer over the state's new voter identification requirements, claiming her rigid application of the law could prevent some out-of-state Arizonans, such as military members or college students, from registering in their home state.

Brewer dismissed the legal threat Wednesday as little more than politics and vowed not to back down from the challenge.

The latest confrontation is part of the continuing legacy of Proposition 200, a ballot measure approved by Arizona voters in 2004. The measure imposed new proof-of-citizenship requirements on registrants and strict voter ID rules at the polls.

This dispute centers on whether Arizona voters who register using a nationwide federal voter registration form also must produce the proof of citizenship, such as a passport, birth certificate or valid Arizona driver's license, demanded by state law. Federal law requires registrants using the federal form only to sign the document after checking boxes attesting to their citizenship and age.

It is unclear how many Arizona voters actually register using the federal form. Brewer estimated that fewer than 5 percent do so. In Maricopa County, about 1 percent of voters in the past general election registered using the federal form.

The form is recognized nationwide. Residents who are out of state temporarily sometimes use it to register by mail. Local advocacy groups also hand out the form periodically in voter registration drives.

Deputy Secretary of State Kevin Tyne said the form generally is not used by military members overseas, who are provided registration and voting materials under a Department of Defense program. The department has agreed to follow Arizona's registration requirements for service members voting by mail in this state.

The dispute over how much proof of citizenship is required with the federal form prompted a recent exchange of testy letters between Brewer and the U.S. Election Assistance Commission, which oversees its use under the National Voter Registration Act of 1993. The commission told Brewer in a March 6 letter that it was against federal law for Brewer to require additional proof of citizenship from any registrant who properly filled out and signed the federal form.

Jonah Goldman, director of the National Campaign for Fair Elections, Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, said the intent of the so-called federal motor-voter law was to streamline the registration process and encourage participation.

"Motor-voter was really designed to make it as easy as possible for voters to get on the voter registration lists," he said.

Thomas R. Wilkey, the federal commission's executive director, wrote to Brewer that the state "may not refuse to register individuals to vote in a federal election for failing to provide supplemental proof of citizenship" if they have otherwise properly filled out the federal form.

In a reply last week, Brewer said that she intended to ignore Wilkey's opinion, calling it "incorrect" and noting that more than 1 million Arizona voters imposed the requirements for proof of citizenship.

"After consulting with the Arizona attorney general, I will instruct Arizona's county recorders to continue to administer and enforce the requirement that all voters provide evidence of citizenship when registering to vote," Brewer wrote.

On Wednesday, a coalition including the American Civil Liberties Union of Arizona, the Arizona Advocacy Network, People for the American Way Foundation, the League of United Latin American Citizens and Goldman's group formally notified Brewer that it intends to sue in federal court.

The notice is required under the 1993 voting law and gives Brewer 90 days to relent. Brewer made it clear Wednesday that she would not back down. She noted that the Department of Justice approved the state's new registration requirements last year.

"The law is the law, and states have rights," she said, accusing the litigants of being Proposition 200 foes who "are doing everything they can to thwart the will of the people."

But Linda Brown, executive director of the Arizona Advocacy Network, said they are trying to prevent voters from being disenfranchised. She said Brewer's requirement would make it hard for out-of-state Arizonans to register because they often do not have access to a birth certificate, valid Arizona driver's license or other form of citizenship proof.

"Our preference is that she (Brewer) follow the spirit and intent of the National Voter Registration Act, which requires her to accept the federal form as is," Brown said.

Reach the reporter at (602) 444-8629.

<#==#>

Senator McCain - "Your a goddamn f*cking *sshole for suggesting that I get f*cking mad and if you ever accuse me of getting mad again I will break your f*cking neck you *sshole!!!! - got it I don't get mad *sshole!!!!"

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0323montini0323.html

Nothing here for McCain to become angry over . . . I hope 

Mar. 23, 2006 12:00 AM 

Sen. John McCain declared recently that he does not lose his temper, and without proof to the contrary I would not dare dispute him. Particularly since I tried that once and received a very . . . animated telephone call from the senator, followed by 12 years of the silent treatment.

In a Baltimore Sun article Sunday about McCain, the unannounced presidential candidate was asked about his reputation as a guy who can fly off the handle.

Not that I would know anything about that based on a long-ago phone call I got from the senator. One that began with him saying, rather loudly, "You have, Mr. Montini, lied about me, and what I said, and I demand a retraction and apology from you, and I demand it immediately." And which ended with what I believed to be a slightly veiled threat to get me fired. 

Or maybe I misinterpreted the whole thing. That must be it, since this is what the senator told the Sun reporter about his temper: "Just because someone says it's there, you would have to provide some corroboration that it was. Because I do not lose my temper. I do not. Now, do I speak strongly? Do I feel frustrated from time to time? Of course. If I didn't, I don't think I would be doing my job.

"But for someone to say that McCain became just angry and yelled or even raised my voice or - it's just not true. It's simply not true. And so these rumors continue to circulate about - quote - temper. They're going to have to find some concrete examples of it, and they aren't there."

People change. McCain has changed. He's not the angry young man some claim he used to be. Or even the angry middle-aged man. That's why he could become president.

But he wasn't always quite so soft around the edges.

In 1999, his former press secretary, Torie Clarke, said of McCain, "It's amazing the number of people who say, 'He's just so straightforward, he's so dead honest, he's so refreshing.' And, you know, his temper is a part of that."

And in describing some conversations with McCain, former Arizona Gov. Jane Hull pretended to hold a telephone away from her ear and told a reporter, "You've got to hold it out there for a while, and let him calm down."

In 1991, I wrote a column about the testimony of Anita Hill during the Senate hearings on the nomination of Clarence Thomas to the U.S. Supreme Court. Hill was called to testify about claims of sexual harassment against Thomas. Even before she appeared, however, McCain and then-Sen. Dennis DeConcini, Arizona's other senator at the time, said they supported Thomas. I wrote that since only one of the two parties, Hill or Thomas, could be telling the truth, that McCain and DeConcini were labeling Hill a liar without the benefit of first hearing her testimony.

DeConcini took the comments in stride. 

McCain telephoned to tell me, "YOU are the liar," and promised "to pursue this as far as I can since I have the weight of evidence and a clear case on my side that you have assassinated my character."

McCain did not speak to me or correspond with me in any way for the next 12 years.

I'm pleased to know that it wasn't because he was angry, however. And to know, as well, that nothing written here would cause the senator to lose his temper.

Or, should he become president, and have the entire military, intelligence, judicial and tax-collecting bureaucracies at his disposal, to hold a grudge against some pipsqueak writer in Phoenix.

Reach Montini at (602) 444-8978 or ed.montini@arizonarepublic.com. Read his blog at montiniblog.azcentral.com.

<#==#>

Remember homeless folks take your laptops to Sky Harbor Airport and you can get free Wi-Fi internet service there! Just watch out for the Homeland Security Thugs and TSA goons!

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0323b1-talker0323.html

Free wi-fi service at Sky Harbor clicks with travelers 

Mar. 23, 2006 12:00 AM

Wireless Internet is proving to be very popular with travelers at Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport. 

Officials say there has been an average of 3,500 log-ins each week since the technology was launched three months ago.

Wi-fi service is available on the concourses of all three terminals and in most passenger areas, including those that are outside the security checkpoints. 

Previously, it was available only in VIP lounges operated by some airlines.

Sky Harbor is not alone in offering the service; in fact, some experts estimate that perhaps 80 percent of the nation's busiest airport have gone wireless.

But Sky Harbor is one of only a select few large airports that doesn't require customers to pay to use it.

- Ginger D. Richardson

<#==#>

just yesterday i read an anticle on how bush is not pulling the troops out of iraq during his final term. i though the bastard refuses to admit he made a mistake. but i was wrong. bush doesnt consider it a mistake in that the invasion and war is a big failure. bush considers it a success in that there is still lots of money to be made for his family, friends, and cronies as this article suggests. 

so remember the iraq war is not about bring freedom and democracy to iraq - its about bringing war profits to bush and his friends, and from that point of view its a great success

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0323bush-uncle0323.html

Bush's uncle benefits from Iraq war spending 

Walter F. Roche Jr. 

Los Angeles Times 

Mar. 23, 2006 12:00 AM

WASHINGTON - As President Bush embarks on a new effort to shore up public support for the war in Iraq, an uncle of the chief executive is receiving $2.7 million in cash and stock from the sale of a company that profited from the war.

A report filed with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission shows that William H.T. Bush collected a little less than $1.9 million in cash plus stock valued at more than $800,000 as a result of the sale of Engineered Support Systems Inc. to DRS Technologies of New Jersey.

The $1.7 billion deal closed Jan. 31. Both businesses have extensive military contracts.

The elder Bush was a director of Engineered Support Systems. Recent SEC filings show he was paid cash and DRS stock in exchange for shares and options he obtained as a director.

William Bush, 67, SEC filings show, exercised options on 8,348 shares of Engineered Support Systems stock Jan. 18, 2005, about two months after the stop order was issued. He collected about $450,000 in cash.

Bush, known in the president's family as "Uncle Bucky," joined the company's board in 2000, several months before his nephew became president.

The Bush uncle heads a St. Louis investment firm and is a younger brother of former President Bush.

William declined to comment Wednesday. However, in an interview last year, he said he played no role in Engineered Support Systems' getting federal contracts.

"I don't make any calls to the 202 (Washington, D.C.) area code," he said.

<#==#>

http://www.azcentral.com/community/tempe/articles/0322tr-carterfolo0322Z10.html

Police chief facing ethics inquiry 

Drug case request may be violation of Tempe code

Jahna Berry and Sarah Muench 

The Arizona Republic 

Mar. 22, 2006 12:00 AM

Tempe Police Chief Ralph Tranter may have violated the city's ethics policy when he recommended a light sentence when a councilwoman's son faced drug charges.

The city has hired Phoenix attorney Jon Pettibone to investigate issues surrounding the police chief's letter and could issue a report as early as Thursday. 

Colby Carter, 31, son of Councilwoman Barb Carter, was arrested March 18, 2005, on suspicion of five felony counts involving growing and possessing marijuana. Carter faced up to three years in prison. 

He was sentenced March 3 to two years probation, four months work furlough and the minimum of 240 hours of community service, according to his plea agreement. He is serving his sentence. 

Tranter and Councilwoman Carter have stressed that Tranter volunteered to write the Oct. 4 letter, that it wasn't written on city stationery and Tranter didn't mention his police post.

Tranter's actions, however, may have violated the city's ethics policy.

The guidelines urge employees to seek out supervisors when confronted with a possible ethical problem. 

"If you are confronted with a possible business ethics or conflict of interest problem, immediately request help to determine whether . . . a problem does in fact exist, and if so, what steps should be taken to correct it," the handbook states.

It also urges city employees to talk to a supervisor about potential ethical issues:

"Surface it. Discuss it privately with your manager. Believe it or not, they're often in the best position to help you."

Tranter didn't approach City Manager Will Manley about the issue, Manley said. 

"He did not come to me," Manley said.

He said he did not learn about the letter until employees brought it to the city's attention. 

Manley said that any potential ethics issues would probably be addressed in the attorney's report, but he declined to speculate about possible outcomes.

Tranter's office referred calls to city spokeswoman Nikki Ripley, who said she could not speak for the police chief. 

One expert said that city officials face a quandary when asked to speak about a person or an issue as private citizens.

"If they know someone for a number of years, they should be able to stand up and vouch for someone," said Tim Delaney, founder and president of the Center for Leadership, Ethics and Public Service in Phoenix.

"They need to recognize that they can't always take their official hat off. . . . On the other hand, we can't say as a public official, you lose all of your First Amendment rights."

Colby Carter was arrested after a neighbor who lives in Carter's central Tempe neighborhood called police. 

Police served a search warrant several months later, arresting him as he left his house. Investigators found paraphernalia, growing materials, marijuana seeds and 18 plants in the home, totaling 2.7 pounds of the drug.

Authorities also seized a price sheet listing a dollar amount next to various types of marijuana and a ledger listing a dollar amount next to the names of four people.

Court records show that Carter had been arrested twice before on similar incidents, once in Mesa in 1994 when police reportedly found marijuana plants growing in his room. In 1996, he was arrested in Flagstaff, convicted of attempted production of marijuana and served nearly five days in jail and probation.

In a pre-sentence report to the court, 16 people, including Tranter and Barb Carter, wrote character letters on his behalf. 

Neither Tranter nor Barb Carter identified themselves as appointed city officials, but both recommended probation.

Tranter said Monday that he has "written others like it, although not very often. I do it as a citizen who is familiar with situations like these. There was no intent to intervene in the (police) investigation."

He did not return phone calls Tuesday. City officials declined to comment on whether Tranter and Colby Carter knew each other well.

The report included Carter's resume, showing his degree from Northern Arizona University in environmental science and his plans to finish his plant biology and urban horticulture degrees at Arizona State University this year.

Carter is a designer for Site Design Group, Inc., a Tempe-based firm that has designed more than 60 skate parks. 

The controversy over the letter comes at an awkward time. This week the City Council will begin budget talks, which include a Police Department proposal. 

<#==#>

Arizona House thinks cops should not be responsible for their actions if they are beating up people in good faith!

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0322taser0322.html

House backs plan on 'police tools' immunity 

Jacques Billeaud 

Associated Press 

Mar. 22, 2006 12:00 AM

The Arizona House gave preliminary approval Tuesday to a proposed ballot measure that would provide legal immunity to law enforcement officers for using "police tools" on people who are committing felonies.

Proponents say police tools include handcuffs, guns and other items used to stop suspects. Opponents said the proposal was meant to protect Scottsdale-based stun-gun maker Taser International Inc.

In any event, the proposal also would provide civil immunity to crime victims, local governments and manufacturers of police tools if a person is harmed by the tools while committing or attempting to commit a felony or fleeing while committing a felony.

The immunity wouldn't apply if the tools were used in intentional misconduct.

"This is a protection of the people who are trying to live by the law and for those who are protecting us by upholding the law," said Republican Rep. Warde Nichols of Chandler, sponsor of the proposal, House Concurrent Resolution 2049.

The proposal, if approved by the full Legislature, would appear on the November ballot. In that case, voters would be asked to amend the state's Constitution, which says a person's ability to recover damages for injuries can't be done away with.

Opponents questioned whether Taser ought to be given immunity when lawsuits have alleged the company's stun guns have played a role in accidental deaths. The company has vigorously denied the allegations.

"If we are going to vote for a Taser gun bill, then lets call it a Taser gun bill," said Democratic Rep. Ben Miranda of Phoenix, an opponent of the measure.

Nichols said his proposal isn't meant to apply to only one product or type of police tool.

The proposal doesn't provide a definition of police tools. Nichols said that call would be up to a judge.

Last year, the Legislature approved a law regulating remote stun guns such as Tasers. 

<#==#>

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0321mud-death21-ON.html

Man dies in mud hole after chase by deputies 

Associated Press 

Mar. 21, 2006 11:13 AM

DALLAS - A man fleeing sheriff's deputies early Tuesday sank waist-deep into a mud hole and died as authorities tried to pull him out, officials said.

The man's identity and cause of death were not immediately available, Dallas County Sheriff's spokesman Sgt. Don Peritz said. He said the weather was windy and temperatures in the upper 30s in the field, which had been saturated by heavy rains.

The chase began just after 1 a.m. when deputies stopped a vehicle on a county road for having an outdated registration sticker. When deputies discovered the driver gave them false information, the driver ran into the field, Peritz said.

Deputies searched for about an hour before finding the man. They tried for several hours to pull him out, but the man eventually before they succeeded around 5 a.m., Peritz said.

<#==#>

Nazi Maricopa County Attorney Andrew Thomas is trying this lady for hit and run even though she didnt hit anybody. Maricopa County Andrew Thomas has replaced Sheriff Joe as the worst danger to freedom in Maricopa County!

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0322roberts0322.html

Trial strategy: Have backup for missing hit-and-run driver 

Mar. 22, 2006 12:00 AM 

They file into the courtroom, the judge and the attorneys and 10 jurors, to see justice done on behalf of a man who was left to die in the street by a hit-and-run driver. 

All that's missing is the hit-and-run driver. Muneerah Al-Tarrah, the suspect, is long gone, having slipped through the court system's fingers in January. 

That leaves her friend, Reem Bishara, holding the bag. This week, Bishara, the driver who didn't hit Todd DeGain, is standing trial in Superior Court.

I guess if you lost the driver who hit him, it's nice to have a stand-in.

Al-Tarrah, 22, and Bishara, 19, were in separate cars on Alma School early Sept. 14 when DeGain pulled in front of Al-Tarrah on his motorized skateboard. The 35-year-old likely died instantly as he was struck by Al-Tarrah, who then sped away, smashed into a nearby light pole and again took off, authorities say. Meanwhile, Bishara, following, ran over the wreckage and continued after her friend. 

Both women were charged with leaving the scene of a fatal accident. Al-Tarrah was also popped for extreme DUI; Bishara was hit with underage drinking. Neither was held responsible in DeGain's death.

This case is about hit-and-run. Or, in the case of Bishara, no-hit-and-run.

Rarely do prosecutors try the cowards who hit people and leave them to die on the street. Only if you're a bishop is a full-blown trial held, and even then, sadly, the result is probation. Attorneys for both women have told me that prosecutors had indicated that plea deals were coming.

Then Al-Tarrah skipped the country, leaving egg on everybody's face.

Suddenly, all deals were off. Suddenly, prosecutors were all over Bishara.

Who can forget the Friday afternoon news conference in early February, after a week of revelations about court bungling that let Al-Tarrah skip the country? Who can forget County Attorney Andrew Thomas announcing that Bishara, too, had attempted to flee to her native Kuwait?

"We apparently got there just in the nick of time," Thomas told the rolling cameras.

That PR stunt smelled from the start. Who gives their landlord a week's written notice if they're going to flee the country? And if you're going on the lam, why plunk down $1,000 to buy out your lease?

And while I'm posing questions, who puts a driver on trial with evidence so flimsy you can see right through it? Maybe someone motivated less by justice, I suspect, than public relations.

Prosecutor Jennifer Green tried heartily to make her case to jurors Monday, no easy task when you have no eyewitnesses and no proof that Bishara knew a dead man was lying in the street as she drove away.

Still, she gamely went on, pointing to a few drops of DeGain's blood on Bishara's Mustang. To the front-end damage that shows she ran over the remains of DeGain's skateboard. To the mark on the street that shows Bishara took evasive action to avoid DeGain's body as it flew over Al-Tarrah's SUV, Green told jurors.

"She was quite involved in this collision," Green assured them.

Attorney Larry Kazan, meanwhile, said his client never saw DeGain and assumed Al-Tarrah had blown a tire when she saw debris coming from the SUV. That he said, was what she swerved to avoid. 

He told jurors that Bishara tried to get her friend to stop after hitting the pole and even put on her emergency flashers.

Funny, don't you think, that someone fleeing a death scene would put on emergency flashers?

Reach Roberts at laurie.roberts@arizonarepublic.com or (602) 444-8635. Read her blog at robertsblog.azcentral.com.

<#==#>

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0322iraq-rdp0322.html

100 storm prison, slaughter police 

Sinan Salaheddin 

Associated Press 

Mar. 22, 2006 12:00 AM 

BAGHDAD - About 100 masked gunmen stormed a prison near the Iranian border Tuesday, cutting phone wires, freeing all the inmates and leaving behind a scene of devastation and carnage - 20 dead policemen, burned-out cars and a smoldering jailhouse.

At least 10 attackers were killed in the dawn assault on the Muqdadiyah lockup on the eastern fringe of the Sunni Triangle, police said. The raid showed the mostly Sunni militants can still assemble a large force, capable of operating in the region virtually at will - even though U.S. and Iraqi military officials said last year that the area was no longer an insurgent stronghold.

The insurgency's strength, spiraling sectarian violence and the stalemate over forming a government in Iraq have led politicians and foreign policy experts to say Iraq is on the brink or perhaps in the midst of civil war.

In all, 33 prisoners were freed, including 18 insurgents who were detained Sunday during raids by security forces in the nearby villages of Sansal and Arab, police said. It was the capture of those insurgents that apparently prompted Tuesday's attack. The 15 other inmates were a mix of suspected insurgents and common criminals.

In an Internet posting Tuesday night, the military wing of the Mujaheddin Shura Council, a militant Sunni Muslim insurgent group, purportedly claimed it carried out the operation. The posting said the group killed "40 policemen, liberated 33 prisoners and captured weapons."

The claim was posted on the Iraqi News Web site. Neither the higher casualty toll among policemen nor the captured weapons could not be independently verified.

The cutting of the telephone lines made it impossible for jailers or security men, who apparently did not have cell phones, to call other police for backup. Residents of the town informed authorities of the situation after hearing the firing.

With the wires cut, the insurgents had 90 minutes to battle their way into the law enforcement compound before police reinforcements showed up from the nearby villages of Wajihiyah and Abu Saida, police said. Muqdadiyah is about 25 miles from the Iranian frontier and 60 miles northeast of Baghdad.

By the time the insurgents fled, taking away the bodies of many of their dead compatriots, nearly two dozen cars were shot up and set on fire and the jail was a charred mass of twisted bunk bed frames and smoldering mattresses.

Afterward, U.S. helicopters hovered in the air above the jail. Police said residents fired into the air, but it was not clear if the American aircraft were the target. None was hit.

It was not the first time militants have targeted a jail.

On April 20, 2004, insurgents fired 12 mortars into the infamous Abu Ghraib prison on the outskirts of Baghdad, killing 22 inmates and wounding 92. A U.S. general speculated the attack may have been an attempt to spark a prison break or an uprising.

In other violence Tuesday, a roadside bomb killed one policeman and wounded three in Baqouba, 35 miles northeast of Baghdad, authorities said.

A U.S. soldier with the 4th Infantry Division was killed by small-arms fire Tuesday while patrolling western Baghdad, the U.S. military reported. At least 2,315 members of the U.S. military have died since the beginning of the Iraq war in March 2003, according to an Associated Press count.

<#==#>

well at least the government admits now that all the money they wasted on this stuff was wasted - The provisions were probably comforting but would likely have been useless in the case of a nuclear attack, said Graham Allison, a former assistant secretary of Defense

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0322coldwar0322.html

Brooklyn Bridge holds Cold War-era stash 

Associated Press 

Mar. 22, 2006 12:00 AM 

NEW YORK - Workers inspecting the structural foundations of the Brooklyn Bridge uncovered a Cold War-era trove of basic provisions that were stockpiled amid fears of a nuclear attack.

The stash, discovered in a vault under an entrance ramp, includes water drums, canisters of calorie-packed crackers, paper blankets, medical supplies and drugs that were used to treat shock.

The estimated 350,000 Civil Defense All-Purpose Survival Crackers are apparently still intact, said Joseph Vaccaro, a supervisor at the city Transportation Department.

The metal water drums, each labeled "reuse as a commode," did not fare as well: They're now empty.

"We find stuff all the time, but what's sort of eerie about this is that this is a bridge that thousands of people go over each day," said Transportation Commissioner Iris Weinshall on Monday. "They walk over it, cars go over it, and this stuff was just sitting there."

Fallout shelters were common during the 1950s, but most were dismantled.

"The crackers got moldy a very long time ago," said John Lewis Gaddis, a historian at Yale and a scholar of the Cold War. "It's kind of unusual to find (a shelter) fully intact, one that is rediscovered, almost in an archaeological sense."

Some of the items discovered last week in the bridge vault were ink-stamped with two especially significant years in Cold War history: 1957, when the Soviets launched the Sputnik satellite, and 1962, when the Cuban missile crisis seemed to bring the world to the precipice of nuclear destruction.

Some boxes bear labels from the Office of Civil Defense, a unit of the Pentagon that coordinated domestic preparedness in the early 1960s.

The provisions were probably comforting but would likely have been useless in the case of a nuclear attack, said Graham Allison, a former assistant secretary of Defense who teaches at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard.

"At least people would think they were doing something even if it didn't have any effect," he said.

<#==#>

dont these cops have any REAL criminals to chase after?????

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0324texas-drinking0324.html

Drunks in bars, beware: Texas ready to nail you 

Jim Vertuno 

Associated Press 

Mar. 24, 2006 12:00 AM

AUSTIN - Get falling-down drunk in a Texas bar, and it may cost more than a bruised backside. Try $500 or a few hours in jail.

The Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission is sending undercover officers into bars to look for the exceedingly drunk, issuing citations or making arrests for public intoxication even if the patrons haven't left the building.

"Drinking is fine," agency spokeswoman Carolyn Beck said. "But when people drink too much, they become dangerous to themselves and other people."

The program is aimed at reducing drunken driving. According to Mothers Against Drunk Driving, Texas had 1,264 alcohol-related traffic fatalities in 2004, the most in the nation.

The crackdown is aimed not only at those who are drunk but at the bars and bartenders who continue to serve them. So far, it has resulted in about 2,200 arrests or citations around the state.

B.J. Hassell, manager of victims services with MADD Texas State, which serves central Texas, said her organization supports the crackdown.

"Can you imagine if TABC had not stopped those people from leaving the bar, how many more drunk drivers we might have had on the road?" Hassell said.

The most recent sting was on March 10, when agents infiltrated more than 30 bars in the Dallas suburb of Irving, arresting or citing dozens of people.

Greg Turnbow, sipping a beer in a downtown bar during happy hour Thursday, was on a business trip from Nashville. He said the Texas policy surprised him.

"This almost seems like entrapment," he said. "If somebody's in a bar causing trouble, they should be arrested."

In Texas, the blood alcohol limit for drunken driving is 0.08 percent. But the law also defines public intoxication as "not having the normal use of mental or physical faculties."

<#==#>

this is unusual!!! cops almost never get fired for their crimes!!! this guy must have done something to piss off his boss!!!

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0324azroundup0324.html

Marana officer is fired

in wake of his 2 arrests

TUCSON - A police officer in the town of Marana has been fired after being arrested twice in December.

Officer John Destefano, 33, was arrested on Dec. 18 by the Pima County Sheriff's Department and charged with DUI. On Dec. 27, he was arrested at his home on complaints of domestic violence/criminal damage and domestic violence/disorderly conduct.

Sgt. Tim Brunenkant said both incidents violated Marana Police Department policy, and Destefano was fired on Friday. He had been an officer since 1999.

Records show the criminal damage charge was dismissed, but the disposition of the other cases is unclear.

<#==#>

why is the coast guard patroling the colorado rivir looking for drunk college kids on spring break?? isn't that a violation of the Posse Comitatus Act of 1878.

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0325springbreak0325.html

Spring breakup 

Coast Guard helps college kids stay safe and sober 

Judi Villa 

The Arizona Republic 

Mar. 25, 2006 12:00 AM

LAKE HAVASU CITY - Matt McCarthy of the Coast Guard spotted two college-age guys from the back of his patrol boat. Each had a beer in his hand, and the two looked to be pushing a boat from the beach into the water.

McCarthy peered through binoculars as the Coast Guard boat turned around to circle the narrow channel again.

"I think those guys are under way," McCarthy said, taking another look. "Nope, not yet. We might have scared them."

For the first time since 1998, the Coast Guard has come to Lake Havasu City to help local police and sheriff's deputies patrol the waterways, which are packed every year with thousands of spring break partiers. 

For about a month each spring, college kids transform an idyllic stretch of the Colorado River into a party zone of booze, skin and thumping music. They jump from the highest cliffs and tie their rented boats together for drinking parties. 

With them comes underage drinking, drunken boating and fighting.

This week, though, word spread fast that the Coast Guard's Maritime Safety and Security Team is on the water, inspecting boats for proper safety equipment, administering field sobriety tests to drivers and providing extra eyes to keep tabs on potential trouble.

After informal discussions with local law enforcement, the Coast Guard decided to contribute 24 crew members and three 25-foot boats, which they brought to Arizona on trailers. 

"We're not trying to get in the way of any fun," said James McLay, the team's deployment leader. "We're trying to promote a safe time."

Partiers and locals both say this year's festivities have been unusually tame, but it's hard to say if that's because of inclement weather or an increased law enforcement presence on the waters.

Mike Bolinn, 20, who came to Lake Havasu City from Seattle, had his theory.

"If you're doing something wrong and somebody's watching, you're going to get in trouble," Bolinn said. "No one wants to get in trouble."

Still, there were plenty of scantily clad college women and men with beads around their necks to toss at women who would take off their tops.

Lake Havasu City, which exploded in popularity after it was the background for MTV's spring break coverage in 1995, still ranks as one of the best spring break hangouts in the world, according to the Travel Channel.

The Coast Guard crew, based in San Diego, had an unusually laid-back week patrolling the Colorado. Typically they work homeland security, terrorism and drug interdiction. This week there were even a few women who wanted their picture taken with Officer Josh Field after he boarded their boat, and someone suggested the Coast Guard men put out their own beefcake calendar.

"It'd be awful nice duty," said Neil Rodgers, 80, a winter visitor who served in the Coast Guard during World War II. He watched the crews pulling over boaters all week. "I wish I could have had that when I was in the Coast Guard."

Even McCarthy, 24, admitted the party on the water looked like fun. "I should come back one year when I'm not working," he said.

Safety comes first 

The Coast Guard will remain here until Sunday, boarding boat after boat, counting life jackets, making sure horns work and warning underage college kids not to have even a sip of beer.

"Everybody hold up your life jacket, so I can see it," Field said as he boarded one boat. "Beautiful. Be safe."

No deaths, no injuries 

Although no one has drowned here this year during spring break, Coast Guard statistics indicate that 484 boaters drowned in the United States in 2004. Ninety percent of them weren't wearing a life jacket. This week there were no serious injuries at Lake Havasu City.

The fairly minor mishaps included a man who pinned a leg between two boats and another man who fell off a boat and hit his head. 

"Bring your vessel to a stop," Field called out to a nearby boat. It was the second time in two days the Coast Guard had stopped Justin Sanchez, 21, and his friends from Colorado. Field wanted to see life jackets for all eight people on board. Was there a designated driver?

Actually, there were three. Sanchez, who was spending his second spring break in Lake Havasu City, said that last year, when the Coast Guard wasn't patrolling the waters, his group skipped the designated driver.

"If you know you're going to be pulled over, you're going to be more safe," Sanchez said.

"We're not messing around," said Petty Officer Jeff Hernandez, 24. "You drink and you boat and most likely we're going to find you." 

Fines up to $1,000 

In the past week, the Coast Guard has boarded more than 100 boats on the Colorado River. Because the river runs through Arizona and California, it is a federal waterway. Those caught boating with a blood-alcohol level of 0.08 percent or above face civil fines up to $1,000. They also can be prosecuted criminally. Citations or warnings are given for safety violations.

"I think it's a good idea. People are crazy," said Ashleigh Greene, 20, who lives in Lake Havasu City. "I think it'll make people make smarter choices, instead of doing something stupid, if they know somebody's actually watching this time."

At the popular Copper Canyon, crowds were smaller than normal as a Coast Guard boat motored through to "let our presence be known," Field said. The Coast Guard took special note of the anchored boats where everyone was drinking, in order to check on them when the partiers began to move again.

Some boaters have been stopped three or four times.

"We're all over the lake," McCarthy said. "Just because we talked to somebody once doesn't mean we won't talk to them again.

"They never know when we're going to come up."

<#==#>

Tempe Town Toilet Overflowing!!!!

Dumb Tempe City Council members asked for a 20 year warranty but they got suckered when the vendor only included a 10 warranty in the contract. Now it looks like the on Tempe Town Toilet will overflow after 10 years and the stupid Tempe rulers will be stuck with a 16 million dollar bill. When you need morons to do a job and waste money you can always count on government rulers.   

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=61787

Town Lake dams showing early wear  

By Garin Groff, Tribune 

March 25, 2006 

Much like tires that wore out faster than they were supposed to, the rubber dams on Tempe Town Lake are aging faster than promised. 

Instead of holding up 25 to 30 years, the dams may wear out in just 10 years, city officials said this week. 

Though the city thought another generation of Tempe leaders would worry about replacing the dams, officials are preparing to set aside at least $16 million to buy new air-filled dams in the next few years. 

The dam is safe despite premature wear, city officials said. 

“I really doubt that it would all of a sudden burst and go,” said Roger Hallsted, who oversees Town Lake finances. 

The Valley’s intense sun, heat and low humidity triggered the dams to age so quickly. That’s why the four sections on the west end — which take the brunt of the afternoon sun — are what the city is most worried about. 

It’s too soon to tell exactly how much longer the dams will last. But after frequent inspections with the manufacturer, Bridgestone, the city is looking to replace a section on the west end in three or four years. Bridgestone will take it to its factory in Japan and subject it to abuse to see how much — or little — strength the material has. 

At that point, the city will know if it needs to immediately replace the other three western sections. 

“We may find out that we have three more, five more, seven more useful years on the ones we have left,” said Nancy Ryan, the Rio Salado Project manager. 

Each western section — 240 feet long and 19 feet tall — costs about $3 million. The city is planning to bank about $16 million to cover installation and eventual replacement of the less expensive eastern dams. 

Tempe installed the dams in 1999 when it created the 2-mile Tempe Town Lake. It used inflatable dams so it could lower them on the rare occasions water flows through the Salt River. Traditional dams would block too much water and lead to flooding. 

The city envisioned a thin sheet of water would constantly flow over the western dam to protect it from the sun and heat. Pumps would return the water to the lake. 

But when the city lowered the dams a bit, they sagged in the middle, Hallsted said. Because water flowed only over the middle, the city pumped the dams back up. 

Bridgestone representatives said in 1999 that their dams could last 50 years, but that Tempe should expect 25 to 30 years because of the intense heat. 

Bridgestone had no way of being certain, Ryan said, because of the dam’s size and location. 

“This was the first time they had installed a dam that tall in a desert,” Ryan said. 

A Bridgestone representative did not return calls Friday. 

The eastern dams should hold up at least 15 years because they don’t get as much afternoon sun, Ryan said. And since last year’s wet winter, water has gathered and protected the dam from sun and heat. 

The city can replace dam sections without draining the lake by dropping temporary metal sections into grooves on the concrete piers that support the dam. 

City officials said they’ll explore legal action against Bridgestone. Mayor Hugh Hallman said he’s already located a video of a meeting where a Bridgestone representative assured city officials the dams would last 25 years. Councilman Hut Hutson said the high replacement cost should make the city consider false representation claims or other legal remedies. 

“I’d like to look at that,” Hutson said. 

Tempe Town Lake’s rubber dams 

• Made in Japan by Bridgestone 

• Four inflatable sections at each end of the lake 

• Installed in 1999 for $4 million 

• Inflated with air at seven pounds per square inch 

• Originally expected to last 25-30 years 

• Tear resistant and can repel a bullet 

• Temporary dam can be placed to allow dam repair without draining the lake. 

Contact Garin Groff by email, or phone (480) 898-5938 

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/tempe/articles/0325tr-dam0325Z10.html

Sun does a number on dam bladders 

City could spend $16 million to fix lake structures

Jahna Berry 

The Arizona Republic 

Mar. 25, 2006 12:00 AM 

Arizonans know that some things in the desert don't last.

Snowfall on a cactus. 

A Cardinals winning season. advertisement  

A salon blowout during monsoon season.

Apparently neither do the rubber, inflatable dams that create Tempe Town Lake. 

In this desert sun and heat, it looks like the dams' rubber bladders will make it to the lifespan of a 10-year warranty, but not much longer. 

City leaders, however, were told the seven-year-old dams were built to last 20 years.

It may cost $16 million to replace the dams, the city's financial chief said. 

Tempe Town Lake was filled in 1999, transforming a bleak dry riverbed into a recreation mecca and a hot spot for swanky offices and tony condominium projects.

The city has invested millions into building, operating and molding the attraction into one of the city's crown jewels. 

With all its success, the lake's price tag is still a sensitive topic at City Hall and the latest news touched a nerve. 

Some council members ruefully recalled that city leaders were promised that the dams would last 20 years. 

City Councilman Hut Hutson asked the city attorney if Tempe had any legal options.

"They were sold to us on a 10-year warranty, but we were told that they would last 20 years," Hutson said.

If the warranty says 10 years, the city may have few legal options, replied City Attorney Marlene Pontrelli, adding that she planned to do some research on that issue. 

Why are the dams wearing out? 

The same reason automobile tires take a beating in the desert sun and heat. 

Ultraviolet rays and heat are breaking down the rubber, said Rio Salado Manager Nancy Ryan. 

"It's not that at year 10 they will fall apart," Ryan said. But now is the time to start planning to replace the seven-year-old dams. Especially since it may have to be replaced section by section over a period of years.

"The last thing we want to do is prolong use until there is a failure," she said.

Ryan said that while the manufacturer has high expectations for the dams, the Town Lake project was new territory. Bridgestone had never used the dams in such an extreme desert environment and had never built similar dams that tall, she said. 

Near the end of the warranty, the city likely will replace one of the bladders and fly the old one to the manufacturer in Japan to go through rigorous testing. 

That will give Tempe an idea of how much life is left in the dams, Ryan said. 

The four downstream dam bladders on the western side of the lake are the biggest and are under the most stress, one expert said. 

The layers of rubber are strong, but over time many hairline cracks have formed, said Basil Boyd, Jr. a Tempe water resources hydrologist. 

"The type of thing that you would see in an old piece of rubber, like a tire," Boyd said.

Bridgestone representatives have checked on the dam frequently since it was built, Boyd said. 

About two years ago, they began recommending that the city begin thinking about gradually replacing the rubber bladders over time. 

http://www.azcentral.com/community/tempe/articles/0325tr-dam0325Z10.html

Sun does a number on dams' rubber bladders 

City could spend $16 million to fix lake structures

Jahna Berry 

The Arizona Republic 

Mar. 25, 2006 12:00 AM

Arizonans know that some things in the desert don't last.

Snowfall on a cactus. 

A Cardinals winning season. 

A salon blowout during monsoon season.

Apparently neither do the rubber, inflatable dams that create Tempe Town Lake. 

In this desert sun and heat, it looks like the dams' rubber bladders will make it to the lifespan of a 10-year warranty, but not much longer. 

City leaders, however, were told the seven-year-old dams were built to last 20 years.

It may cost $16 million to replace the dams, the city's financial chief said. 

Tempe Town Lake was filled in 1999, transforming a bleak dry riverbed into a recreation mecca and a hot spot for swanky offices and tony condominium projects.

The city has invested millions into building, operating and molding the attraction into one of the city's crown jewels. 

With all its success, the lake's price tag is still a sensitive topic at City Hall and the latest news touched a nerve. 

Some council members ruefully recalled that city leaders were promised that the dams would last 20 years. 

City Councilman Hut Hutson asked the city attorney if Tempe had any legal options.

"They were sold to us on a 10-year warranty, but we were told that they would last 20 years," Hutson said.

If the warranty says 10 years, the city may have few legal options, replied City Attorney Marlene Pontrelli, adding that she planned to do some research on that issue. 

Why are the dams wearing out? 

The same reason automobile tires take a beating in the desert sun and heat. 

Ultraviolet rays and heat are breaking down the rubber, said Rio Salado Manager Nancy Ryan. 

"It's not that at year 10 they will fall apart," Ryan said. But now is the time to start planning to replace the seven-year-old dams. Especially since it may have to be replaced section by section over a period of years.

"The last thing we want to do is prolong use until there is a failure," she said.

Ryan said that while the manufacturer has high expectations for the dams, the Town Lake project was new territory. Bridgestone had never used the dams in such an extreme desert environment and had never built similar dams that tall, she said. 

Near the end of the warranty, the city likely will replace one of the bladders and fly the old one to the manufacturer in Japan to go through rigorous testing. 

That will give Tempe an idea of how much life is left in the dams, Ryan said. 

The four downstream dam bladders on the western side of the lake are the biggest and are under the most stress, one expert said. 

The layers of rubber are strong, but over time many hairline cracks have formed, said Basil Boyd, Jr. a Tempe water resources hydrologist. 

"The type of thing that you would see in an old piece of rubber, like a tire," Boyd said.

Bridgestone representatives have checked on the dam frequently since it was built, Boyd said. 

About two years ago, they began recommending that the city begin thinking about gradually replacing the rubber bladders over time. 

<#==#>

Jury awards $9 million for murder of Charles Agster III by Sheriff Joe Arpaio's thugs in the Maricopa County Jail

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=61786

Jury awards $9M in jail death  

By Gary Grado, Tribune 

March 25, 2006 

Carol Agster had little to say Friday after walking out of a federal courthouse in downtown Phoenix. The 72-year-old Scottsdale woman let the $9 million verdict she had just won against Maricopa County, the sheriff ’s office and Correctional Health Services do the talking. 

“We hope the judgment (jurors) came up with will help prevent this from happening to other parents in the future,” said Agster, whose 33-year-old son, Charles Agster III, died in 2001, three days after being forced into a restraint chair by sheriff’s detention officers. 

A medical examiner later concluded that Charles Agster died from complications related to methamphetamine intoxication. 

“I wish we would have been able to have the jury recognize that when a person has 17 times the known lethal dose of meth in their system that sometimes they die,” said James Stipe, one of the attorneys who represented the sheriff’s office. 

Charles Agster’s parents argued in their lawsuit that their son died because detention officers and jailhouse nurses acted improperly. 

The county’s final tab in the case could reach $12 million if U.S. District Court Judge James Teilborg grants lawyer Michael Manning’s planned request for attorney’s fees. 

The county carries a $2 million deductible on its litigation insurance. 

Friday’s judgment surpasses the $8.25 million settlement the county reached in the 1990s with the family of Tempe resident Scott Norberg, 33. He died on June 1, 1996, after being placed in a similar restraint chair. 

Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio, who has strongly defended the use of the restraint chair since Norberg’s death, said Friday he hasn’t decided whether he is going to rethink its use. 

The chair is used for controlling combative arrestees. 

According to court documents, on Aug. 6, 2001, Carol and Charles Agster Jr. were taking their son, who had the mental capacity of a 12-yearold, to be admitted to a psychiatric hospital because he was exhibiting paranoia. 

They stopped at a Phoenix convenience store and had to call police because he wouldn’t leave it. 

But when police arrived he didn’t recognize them as officers. 

They handcuffed him and hog-tied him before taking him to Madison Street Jail, where detention officers placed a “spit mask” or “spit hood” over his face and strapped him to the restraint chair. 

“While Charles was in the restraint chair, the detention officers leaned Charles forward, and removed the cuffs,” the document states. 

One of the detention officers believed Charles Agster was having a seizure, and he lost consciousness. His family took him off of life support on Aug. 9, 2001, when testing showed no brain activity.

Contact Gary Grado by email, or phone (602) 258-1746 

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0325sherifflawsuit25.html

Jury gives $9 million to estate of inmate 

Restraint chair blamed in death

Michael Kiefer 

The Arizona Republic 

Mar. 25, 2006 12:00 AM 

A federal court jury on Friday awarded $9 million to the estate and the parents of a man who died in 2001 after being strapped into a restraint chair at a Maricopa County jail.

Charles Agster III died in August 2001 as county detention officers struggled to subdue him. But lawyers in the civil suit debated whether he suffocated in the chair or died from a reaction to methamphetamine.

It was the second time in a decade that the county and the Maricopa County Sheriff's Office have had to pay millions of dollars as the result of a lawsuit over the fatal use of the device, which is intended to restrain out-of-control jail inmates and keep them from harming themselves.

"We hope this judgment makes it so that it won't happen to other parents in the future," Agster's mother, Carol, said.

Her attorney, Michael Manning, hoped that the verdict would "shout from the roof" about "this culture that the sheriff has created in that jail."

"This is not a Third World country," Manning said. "This shouldn't happen in a place like Phoenix, Arizona."

In January 1999, Manning reached an $8.25 million court settlement with the county in the 1996 death of Scott Norberg, who also died while being buckled into a restraint chair.

Manning is also representing four other wrongful death suits involving county jail prisoners, two of them also related to the restraint chair.

Agster, 33, was mentally retarded. On Aug. 6, 2001, according to court pleadings, he was acting in a paranoid fashion after taking methamphetamine. 

His parents decided to take him to the hospital, but on the way, Agster asked to stop at a Circle K for a smoke and cup of coffee. When he refused to let go of a coffee stand there, the store managers called police, who took Agster to Madison Street Jail.

"He was in custody for 15 minutes," sheriff's spokesman Jack McIntyre said.

When Agster continued to act erratically, detention officers strapped him into a restraint chair to subdue him. And when he stopped breathing, according to the lawsuit, jail personnel did not immediately administer CPR. Agster died three days later.

An initial autopsy report said that Agster died of positional asphyxia, effectively that he had suffocated while being held down by detention officers. 

A later autopsy report said the cause of death was excited delirium consistent with methamphetamine abuse.

Dan Jantsch, one of the attorneys representing the county, said he still believes that the drugs caused Agster's death, not the restraint chair.

The chair, he said, is used on only 2 percent of prisoners coming into the jails even if more than 50 percent are out of control.

Manning's lawsuit named the Sheriff's Office, the county Department of Correctional Health Services, several detention officers and the nurse who recommended that Agster be strapped into the chair, charging them with violating state and federal statutes.

The trial began Jan. 31 before District Court Judge James Teilborg; the jury deliberated for a week before coming back with a verdict that totaled $10 million. 

The responsibility apportioned to Agster, his parents and the person who sold him the drugs, reduced the county's liability by $1 million. 

Each of the detention officers is responsible for a token $1; the nurse, Betty Lewis, for more than $2 million.

Manning will also ask that the court award him $3 million in attorney's fees, also to be paid by the county.

Sheriff Joe Arpaio issued a statement after the verdict. 

"From the day this incident occurred, I have always said Mr. Agster's death was unfortunate, but my officers did not cause this man to die," Arpaio said. 

"In the end, the jury found many parties responsible for Agster's death. While they awarded about $4 million against this office, the jury found that Agster himself, his parents and Agster's drug supplier were responsible for his death as well."

Brian Kaven, the attorney for the Sheriff's Office, said the office would likely appeal the verdict.

<#==#>

12 years in jail for looking at dirty pictures. now thats cruel and unusual punishment

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0326azbriefs0326.html

Former rabbi sentenced in exploitation of children

PRESCOTT - A former rabbi was sentenced to more than a dozen years in prison for viewing sexually explicit images of young children on his computer.

David Lipman, 56, received a 13 1/2-year sentence for one charge of sexual exploitation of a minor and lifetime probation for three counts of attempted sexual exploitation of a minor. He also has to register as a sex offender.

The charges stem from images that the police downloaded from Lipman's computer while he worked at Temple B'rith Shalom in Prescott.

He also faces 16 counts of child molestation and sexual abuse charges in an investigation that involves two teenage girls.

At Lipman's sentencing on Friday, Yavapai County Superior Court Judge William Kiger said Lipman violated his position of trust.

Lipman said he takes responsibility for his actions and hopes he'll be able to overcome his sexual distortions.

Lipman's attorney, John Trebon, said his client isn't a pedophile and that he suffers from anxiety and attachment disorders.

<#==#>

hmmm..... does the FBI consider jay walkers terrorists? and can the  patriot act be used against jay walkers????

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0327delay0327.html

Documents suggest FBI casts broad anti-terror net 

Nicholas Riccardi 

Los Angeles Times 

Mar. 27, 2006 12:00 AM 

DENVER - The FBI, while waging a highly publicized war against terrorism, has spent resources gathering information on anti-war and environmental protesters as well as activists who feed vegetarian meals to the homeless, the agency's internal memos show.

For years, the FBI's definition of terrorism has included violence against property, such as the window smashing during the 1999 Seattle protests against the World Trade Organization. Those activities have led the FBI to investigate the online chat rooms, organizing meetings and demonstrations of a wide range of activist groups. 

Officials say that international terrorists pose the greatest threat to the nation, but they cannot ignore crimes committed by some activists.

"It's one thing to express an idea or such, but when you commit acts of violence in support of that activity, that's where our interest comes in," said Bill Carter, an FBI spokesman in Washington.

He stressed that the agency targets individuals who commit crimes and does not single out groups for ideological reasons. He cited the recent arrest of environmental activists accused of firebombing an unfinished ski resort in Vail, Colo. 

"People can get hurt," Carter said. "Businesses can be ruined."

The FBI's encounters with activists are described in hundreds of pages of documents obtained by the American Civil Liberties Union under the Freedom of Information Act after agents visited several activists before the 2004 political conventions. Details have steadily trickled out over the past year, but newly released documents provide a fuller view of some FBI investigations.

"Any definition of terrorism that would include someone throwing a bottle or rock through a window during an anti-war demonstration is dangerously overbroad," said Ben Wizner, an attorney with the ACLU. "The FBI will have its hands full pursuing anti-war groups instead of truly dangerous organizations."

ACLU attorneys say that most violence during demonstrations is minor and is better handled by local police than federal counterterrorism agents. They contend that the FBI, which spied on anti-war and civil rights leaders during the 1960s, appears to be investigating activists solely for opposing the government.

"They don't know where Osama bin Laden is, but they're spending money watching people like me," said Kirsten Atkins, 40, an environmental activist. Her license-plate number showed up in an FBI terrorism file after she attended a protest against the lumber industry in Colorado Springs in 2002.

Attorneys for the ACLU acknowledge that the FBI memos are heavily redacted and contain incomplete portraits of some cases, but they say they are troubling. The documents show the agency has monitored groups that were not suspected of any crimes, the attorneys say. 

FBI officials respond that there is nothing improper about agents attending a meeting or demonstration. 

<#==#>

was this a hit job by the phoenix police to bankrupt Javier Salas and ruin his name???

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0327phxsalas0327.html

Drug charges against owner of bar dropped 

Carol Sowers 

The Arizona Republic 

Mar. 27, 2006 12:00 AM 

SOUTH PHOENIX - Three years after he was arrested following an undercover drug investigation, charges have been dismissed against the high-profile owner of a south Phoenix sports bar and restaurant.

The Arizona Attorney General's Office earlier this month filed a court motion saying that further prosecution of Javier Salas, 52, would not "be in the interests of justice."

Lawrence Kazan, Salas' lawyer, said the state dismissed the charges against Salas "because their case was falling apart."

If Salas had gone to trial, Kazan said he would have shown that the testimony of three key prosecution witnesses was unreliable.

Salas, who built the Cancun Sports Bar and Restaurant at 19th Street and Broadway Road, said in 2004 that he knew nothing about drug deals in his restaurant. 

Salas; his son, Cesar; restaurant employees; and others were charged after a multi-agency task force conducted an eight-month undercover investigation at the Cancun.

Cesar, 25, served seven months of probation in 2004. 

As part of the sting, officers spent four days in October 2003 trying to negotiate the sale of 480 pounds of marijuana with Cesar. 

The deal collapsed, but police said tape recordings prove Cesar and his father were central figures in drug deals at the Cancun, which was seized by the state.

Javier was not present when the deal went sour, according to records.

<#==#>

im not sure about this but it looks like some state prisons will not let convicts read religious newspapers and newsletters but they will not let them read other newspapers such as the new york times or an american atheist newsletter????

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/news/articles/0328scotus0328.html

Supreme Court considers prison disciplinary rules 

Associated Press 

Mar. 28, 2006 12:00 AM 

WASHINGTON - The Supreme Court struggled Monday with whether states can keep troublesome inmates from reading secular newspapers and magazines.

Pennsylvania prison officials urged the high court to allow them to use access to newspapers and magazines as an incentive to get inmates to behave themselves.

The "bottom line" in the case, as Justice Stephen Breyer put it: whether the court should interfere and tell the state how to manage its inmates or whether prison officials have gone too far and infringed on the free-speech rights of prisoners.

The case could wind up in a tie because only eight justices are considering it. 

Justice Samuel Alito did not participate because he wrote a dissenting opinion.

He sided with Pennsylvania when he was a member of the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.

Louis Rovelli, Pennsylvania's lawyer, told the justices the state's policy is reasonable because inmates can earn back the privilege of receiving newspapers and magazines as well as personal photographs.

Rovelli said the state designed the special unit because most of the 40 or so inmates held there eventually will be released from prison. 

Before that happens, he said, the state wants to try to "turn them around."

The unit's inmates are permitted access to religious newspapers, two paperback books of general interest, their legal documents and letters from family.

The case's outcome could affect prison operations nationwide if the justices require state officials to prove that their policies serve legitimate security and rehabilitative interests inside prison walls. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/03/28/politics/28scotus.html

Curb on Access to News in Prison Gets Hearing 

By LINDA GREENHOUSE

Published: March 28, 2006

WASHINGTON, March 27 — Pennsylvania went before the Supreme Court on Monday to defend its policy of denying most newspapers, magazines and photographs to its most incorrigible prison inmates against claims that the restriction violates the First Amendment. The policy is one of the most restrictive in the country.

The federal appeals court in Philadelphia ruled last year that prison officials had to provide some objective evidence to show that the policy actually accomplished the twin goals they claimed for it: improved security and "behavior modification" of recalcitrant inmates. 

The appeals court's 2-to-1 ruling set aside a federal district court's judgment for the state, leading to Pennsylvania's Supreme Court appeal. Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr., then a member of the appeals court, was the dissenter on the three-judge panel. He left the Supreme Court bench Monday morning when the argument began, and will not take part in the case, Beard v. Banks, No. 04-1739.

The case is a class-action lawsuit that began when the prison authorities seized a copy of The Christian Science Monitor, to which an inmate, Ronald Banks, had a subscription. The lower courts looked at the policy as a whole, and did not scrutinize its application to individual inmates.

The argument in the Supreme Court was more lopsided than the eventual decision might be. Jere Krakoff, a lawyer from Pittsburgh representing the inmates who had brought the lawsuit, was making his first Supreme Court argument and appeared nonplused by questions from the justices that more experienced lawyers would have taken in stride.

"I'm obviously not framing my argument in a way that's getting my point across," Mr. Krakoff said at one point in a discouraged tone. At another point, he offered, "My brief may be more coherent than I am today."

If Mr. Krakoff was discouraged, the justices who were sympathetic to his legal position, or who at least wanted his position to be articulated, appeared frustrated, intervening to the extent of putting words in his mouth.

For example, Mr. Krakoff got into a discussion with Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. about an exception in Pennsylvania's policy that permits inmates to have religious newspapers and law-related reading matter in their cells. One of the state's explanations for the general no-newspaper rule was that inmates might set fire to newspapers. Mr. Krakoff, trying to show that, given the exceptions, the policy made little sense, observed that "The Jewish Forward can burn as quickly as The New York Times."

"Now you're making your clients' situation worse," Chief Justice Roberts said. He said the state had been willing to take "a more circumscribed approach" in exempting the religious and legal papers.

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg intervened at this point, addressing Mr. Krakoff. "I thought you were saying that as a security concern, it doesn't hold up, because the materials they are allowed to have in their cells could be put to the same end," she said.

Later, nearing the end of his allotted 30 minutes, Mr. Krakoff told the justices that he would sit down rather than continue. But he was kept on his feet by justices who had more questions. 

Seeking to summarize as the red light came on to signal that his time was up, Mr. Krakoff observed that some of the hard-core inmates in the special prison unit under discussion would eventually complete their sentences and go back into society, deprived of knowledge of what had been going on in the world.

"They could read about ancient wars in the Bible, but not about the war in Iraq," he said. "It's not a healthy situation."

Pennsylvania's lawyer, Louis J. Rovelli, executive deputy state attorney general, received his share of skeptical questions but appeared generally unfazed by them, as did Jonathan L. Marcus, an assistant United States solicitor general who also argued on the state's behalf.

Justice Ginsburg asked Mr. Rovelli to explain why the policy permitted inmates to order paperback books from the prison library while prohibiting newspapers and magazines. "The rationality of that line escapes me," she said.

Mr. Rovelli replied that paperbacks were "small and compact and much more difficult to use as weapons" by the "worst of the worst" inmates to whom the policy applies. About 40 inmates fit into this category at any one time, housed in a special "long-term segregation unit" in the state prison at Fayette, Pa.

Chief Justice Roberts asked: "Is a paperback copy of 'War and Peace' less dangerous?"

It was a "difficult line to draw," Mr. Rovelli acknowledged, while turning his concession into an opening. That was where the expertise of prison officials, to which judges should defer, came in, he said. 

He explained that the policy was "guided by the experience of prison administrators," who had observed the "high value" that prisoners placed on access to newspapers and magazines. These were therefore removed to give prisoners an incentive to change their behavior in order to gain a transfer to a lower-security area of the prison.

This was a justification that the appeals court had found insufficient in the absence of any evidence that it worked or had "any basis in real human psychology," the majority opinion said.

The majority added that far from disregarding Supreme Court precedents requiring deference to prison administrators' judgment, it was simply trying to determine "whether an asserted goal is logically connected to the prison regulation."

If the Supreme Court agrees, the case will go back to Federal District Court in Pittsburgh for a trial. A 4-to-4 tie, in Justice Alito's absence, would have the effect of affirming the appeals court's ruling.

Justice David H. Souter told Mr. Rovelli that the state's behavior-modification theory appeared to justify depriving inmates of access to legal papers. Questioning the state's approach, Justice Souter said: "Tell them, 'No, you may not receive any legal material because it's something you very much want to do.' Can the state do that?" 

It could, the state's lawyer replied, as long as the prisoner was left with other means of access to court, including the unlimited visits from lawyers that the policy permits for these high-security inmates. Any prisoner who was deprived of a meaningful access to court, a right to which the Supreme Court has given constitutional protection, could bring another lawsuit challenging the policy "as applied," Mr. Rovelli said.

http://www.firstamendmentcenter.org/analysis.aspx?id=16696

Prisoners' side struggles in reading-material case 

By Tony Mauro 

First Amendment Center legal correspondent 

03.28.06 

WASHINGTON — The newspaper industry may be in some trouble nationwide. But inside prisons, newspapers are such a prized commodity that inmates have gone all the way to Supreme Court to press their First Amendment right to receive them.

Justices yesterday heard arguments in Beard v. Banks, a class-action suit brought by what the State of Pennsylvania describes as the “worst of the worst” inmates in its state prisons against a disciplinary policy that deprives them of all publications except religious and legal newspapers in their cells.

But from the tenor of the arguments, inmates would be wise not to start their New York Times subscriptions just yet.

The lawyer for the inmates struggled, without apparent success, to overcome the state’s two justifications for the policy: security and behavior modification.

A tightly rolled newspaper, argued Deputy Pennsylvania Attorney General Louis Rovelli, can be as effective a weapon as a nightstick. And depriving inmates of something they really want, he argued, gives inmates an incentive to end the bad behavior that got them into the long-term segregation unit in the first place. “The goal,” said Rovelli, “is to turn these inmates around.”

Those arguments did not persuade a majority of a panel of the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, though then-judge Samuel Alito Jr. dissented. Because he had ruled on the case, now-Justice Alito did not participate in the arguments yesterday.

But inmates’ lawyer Jere Krakoff stumbled as he tried to convince the justices that the policy should be struck down in spite of the Court’s 1987 Turner v. Safley precedent, which gives prison officials substantial deference in devising regulations that impinge on inmates’ rights.

Krakoff, a Pittsburgh lawyer, argued there was no rational distinction between the security problem posed by religious publications, which are allowed, and by secular publications, which under the Pennsylvania policy are not.

“The Jewish Forward can burn as quickly as The New York Times,” he said. But that argument seemed to backfire, since a logical answer to his point might be to ban religious publications, too.

Krakoff also seemed to lose ground when he argued that prisoners in the segregated unit are deprived of so much that the state should accommodate their desire for newspapers. Justice David Souter asked if that amounted to an Eighth Amendment argument — that taking away newspapers was “cruel and unusual punishment.” Krakoff said no. An incredulous Justice Stephen Breyer asked, “Your argument is that they are so bad, you might as well give them everything they want?”

Flustered by his inability to get his points across, Krakoff said, “My brief may be more coherent than I am today.” At another point, seeing he had made no headway, Krakoff tried to end his argument prematurely — but justices did not let him, persisting with questions.

That gave Krakoff a chance to give perhaps his best line, arguing that depriving inmates of news about the outside world would hamper them when they eventually return to society. “They can read about an ancient war [in the Bible], but not the war in Iraq.”

Related 

High court to decide if prisons can bar inmate access to news 

Justices agree to take case from 3rd Circuit in which Supreme Court nominee dissented. 11.14.05 

Justices hear case involving prisoners' reading material 

Alito sits out Beard v. Banks because he took part in 3rd Circuit case concerning denial of publications to help control unruly inmates. 03.27.06 
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u.s. supreme court

High court weighs limits on prisoners

By Charles Lane 

The Washington Post 

Washington - A newspaper has many uses - fish wrap, puppy training. In Pennsylvania, some prisoners fill a rolled-up paper with toothpaste, let it harden - and use it as a club. 

That glimpse of prison reality came at the Supreme Court on Monday, from a lawyer explaining why Pennsylvania denies about 40 of its most violent inmates reading materials unless they obey the rules. 

The policy, Pennsylvania Executive Deputy Attorney General Louis Rovelli said, is "logically connected to both rehabilitation and security." 

Prisoner Ronald Banks sued when his Christian Science Monitor was barred, claiming a violation of his First Amendment rights. Last year, a federal appeals court in Philadelphia ruled in his favor. The state appealed, setting up Monday's oral argument in Beard vs. Banks. The case will help define how much the Constitution permits officials to restrict inmates' already limited freedom for the sake of order, security and rehabilitation. 

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg seemed skeptical, noting a religious publication could also be rolled up and fashioned into a club. Rovelli answered that, in the experience of prison officials, inmates are less likely to use religious materials as weapons. 

"I don't see the logical stopping point if we accept the behavioral-modification theory," Justice David Souter noted. "Why wouldn't it allow for the deprivation of all communication except access to counsel?" 

<#==#>

enjoy beating up people? like to violate peoples civil rights? are you a sadistic thug?  check this out you too can be a high paid police officer and help the state opress its citizens.

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0328phxbriefs0328.html

Law-enforcement expo to feature recruiters 

PHOENIX - The recruiting teams of the Phoenix Police Department and Arizona Department of Public Safety are teaming up April 8 for the first Southwest Regional Law Enforcement Career Expo. 

The event will feature live demonstrations and have recruiters on hand from more than 30 agencies throughout the Southwest. 

There is no cost to attend the expo. The event runs from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at South Mountain Community College, 7050 S. 24th St. 

Details: http://www.phoenix.gov/police or (602)262-6925. 

<#==#>

A jobs program for high paid cops???? A duffel bag full of worn out clothing causes the bomb squad to be call and a school to be shut down in tempe. the good news is the cops all got paid overtime for working on sunday. the bad news is we the taxpayes paid for this waste of money.

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0328evbriefs0328.html

East Valley news briefs 

Mar. 28, 2006 12:00 AM 

Bag found near school prompts evacuation

TEMPE - Police evacuated the UTA Technical School on Sunday when a suspicious large duffel bag was left behind a dumpster on school property.

A school security guard saw a man put the bag behind a dumpster enclosure about 9:20 a.m. and leave the area on foot, police said.

A police bomb squad deployed a remote opening tool to determine that the duffel bag was only full of personal items. 

<#==#>

http://www.azcentral.com/community/tempe/articles/0328tr-policechief0329.html

Chief violated city personnel rules, report says 

Sarah Muench and Jahna Berry 

The Arizona Republic 

Mar. 24, 2006 12:00 AM

A report released Tuesday concludes that Tempe Police Chief Ralph Tranter violated the city's personnel rules when he wrote a letter recommending probation in the sentencing of a councilwoman's son. The $15,000 investigation, completed by an outside attorney hired by the city, said Tranter used unethical conduct that impaired city employees' performance when he recommended probation in a letter on behalf of Colby Carter, 31, in a drug case Tempe police handled.

Tranter refused comment Tuesday but earlier said, "I do it as a citizen who is familiar with situations like these. There was no intent to intervene in the (police) investigation."

Colby Carter was arrested March 18, 2005, on suspicion of five felony counts involving growing and possessing marijuana. He faced up to three years in prison but was sentenced on March 3 to two years probation, four months work furlough and the minimum of 240 hours of community service.

The chief and Councilwoman Barb Carter have emphasized that Tranter volunteered to write the Oct. 4 letter, that it wasn't written on city letterhead and that he used his name but not his title.

On Tuesday, City Manager Will Manley praised Tranter's track record but would not elaborate on the findings. 

"The report speaks for itself," said Manley, adding that because of the city budget process it may be more than a week until he makes a decision about possible discipline. "In the next few weeks, I will direct my full attention to this matter." 

Mayor Hugh Hallman also heaped praise on the chief, who has served on the Tempe police force for three decades and has been chief for six years. 

"Any department would be hard pressed to find a better chief of police," he said. "To me, this is a real human tragedy where real people are caught in the midst and are doing the best that they can."

Hallman said that Tranter was a believer in "full enforcement" of the law but valued rehabilitation, adding that Tranter had reached out to other members of the community who've battled drug addiction. 

In a statement Tuesday afternoon, Barb Carter said that, "As parents our sole concern is for our son, as he takes responsibility for his actions and begins to rebuild his life."

She said her son's mistake is being exposed for political gain, and she said Tranter's "great leadership style embodies the humanity" which can and should be found in those who protect and serve. 

Manley said he learned of the chief's letter when two city employees brought it to his attention in late November. According to the report, Tranter's role as a public servant is not limited to his time at work or the performance of his official duties.

The report said that although Tranter did not write the letter on city stationery or mention his official title, he knew of the risk that his job status would be discovered. 

And even though he said he asked Carter's defense attorney not to mention his status, the lawyer did when he presented information to the county attorney.

The report also found that Tranter had never met Colby Carter until a lunch meeting with him and Barb Carter to discuss Colby's progress.

Although Tranter has said he has written other letters like it, he acknowledged in the investigation that during his tenure as chief he has never written another letter recommending probation on behalf of a defendant. He also told the investigating attorney that the firefighters' union and the police union support the councilwoman when he elaborated on the part of the letter that mentions Barb Carter.

Tranter apologized to Manley in December for the impact on the department.

"I obviously need to be more judicious in the future to avoid the detrimental effect this situation has on employee morale," he wrote. "For that I apologize to you and the members of the Police Department."

In a pre-sentence report to the court, 16 people, including Tranter and Barb Carter, wrote character letters on Colby Carter's behalf. Neither Tranter nor Barb Carter identified themselves as appointed city officials, but both recommended probation.
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while sheriff joes thugs screw the public all the time according to sheriff joe they never have sex with  lambs or any other vertebrate animals.

http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=62076

Arpaio, owner of abused dog support revival of bestiality law

By Howard Fischer, Capitol Media Services 

March 29, 2006 

Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio said deputy applicants have been rejected because they have had sex with animals. 

The sheriff ’s comments came as he testified Tuesday in favor of legislation to once again make bestiality illegal in Arizona. 

Arpaio told the House Committee on Counties, Municipalities and Military Affairs this kind of act occurs more than some might think. 

“We even have candidates for our jobs. We rule them out,’’ he said. 

“Why? Because of having sex with animals. It’s not as isolated as you may think it is.’’ 

Lawmakers approved the measure unanimously after hearing from Arpaio and Mary Robertson, who detailed the kidnapping and sexual assault this past week on her 8-pound poodle. 

“She can’t speak for herself,’’ said Robertson, who brought along a two-by-twofoot photograph of the dog. 

“So I will definitely be speaking for her.’’ 

Robertson said Sassy suffered traumatic injuries and may not recover all of her bodily functions. 

Robertson said Arizona is one of 14 states without laws making sex with animals illegal. 

The prior law was repealed nearly 30 years ago when legislators revised the state criminal code. 

Arpaio said he was unaware of the gap until a recent incident involving a Mesa deputy fire chief accused of having sex with a sheep. 

The sheriff said he decided as a matter of policy to reject applicants who had sex with animals — something he said shows up on polygraph tests — even though they technically were not breaking the law. 

SB1160 would make sex with any non-human vertebrate, dead or alive, punishable by up to a year in prison 
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do NOT put pepper spray on the equipment used by police officers!!!!

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/A/AZ_FIREFIGHTERS_OVERCOME_AZOL-?SITE=AZMES&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT

Seven emergency workers overcome after possible gear sabotage 

TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) -- Five volunteer firefighters, a paramedic and an ambulance attendant were rushed to the hospital after being overcome in what authorities suspect was a case of equipment sabotage.

Arivaca Volunteer Fire Department officials believe that some of their equipment, including breathing masks, was tampered with during a break-in that occurred late Friday or early Saturday, Capt. Tilda Martinez said.

The six firefighters were overcome after responding to a car fire in the town about 40 miles south of Tucson on Saturday night. Five volunteer firefighters collapsed as soon as they donned their equipment, and a volunteer emergency medical technician who was caring for one of the firefighters also was overcome by toxic fumes.

"They were all experiencing the same symptoms: face burning, nose burning, eyes watering and vomiting," Martinez said. "Their symptoms were consistent with their masks being hit with pepper spray or some pepper component."

Other ambulance crews were called to help, and one attendant also experienced symtoms, Martinez said.

Arivaca volunteer firefighter Ricky Martinez, the son of Tilda Martinez, said that every time he took a breath with his breathing apparatus on, his throat and face would burn.

"We thought it was something in the smoke that was getting into our masks at first," the 18-year-old said.

Tilda Martinez said the volunteer medic nearly died when she had a severe asthma attack triggered by the fumes. She said she hoped the incident was a practical joke gone awry, not something more sinister.

"I am absolutely infuriated," Tilda Martinez said. "We are volunteers. None of us are paid, but we put our lives on the line, and for someone to sabotage our equipment is like trying to kill us.

Arivaca's equipment was tested by the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, but ADEQ said it could not comment on the findings late Tuesday
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hmmmm.... these terrorists just used a cutting torch to knock down 4 radio towers. no explosives or thermite needed.

http://www.azcentral.com/community/phoenix/articles/0329towers0329-ON.html

Vandals topple 4 radio towers north of Phoenix 

Brent Whiting 

The Arizona Republic 

Mar. 29, 2006 10:20 AM

Vandals took a torch and toppled four 197-foot radio towers that are part of a seven-tower cluster in Black Canyon City, authorities said Wednesday.

The damage has been preliminary estimated at "millions of dollars," said Susan Quayle, a spokeswoman for the Yavapai County Sheriff's Office.

Knocked off the air was KMIA-AM (710), a Spanish station in Phoenix. It broadcasts ESPN Deportes, a sports-talk format that was launched last month.

Tom Duran, the station manager, said there was no immediate indication when the station will be back on the air

It could take "several weeks," he said.

"It's disheartening to know that somebody would do damage like this to a federally licensed facility," Duran said.

He said he's unable to say whether the damage may be linked to recent immigration unrest throughout the nation. He said the FBI will be asked to investigate.

The station is owned by Entravision Communications Corp., a Santa Monica, Calif. firm that operates a string of Spanish stations throughout California and the Southwest, including KLNZ-FM (103.5) in the Valley, also known as Radio Tri-Color.

Quayle, the sheriff's spokeswoman, said the vandalism occurred late Tuesday at the Krazy Horse Ranch Polo Club, which is west of Interstate 17 in the community 30 miles north of Phoenix, Quayle said.

Investigators have determined that somebody used a torch to cut the steel support rods to four of the towers, causing them to crash to the ground, she said.

The ranch manager heard the towers crash, but there were no injures to people or horses at the ranch, Quayle said.

The towers, which went up in the late 1990s, became the focus of a contentious lawsuit involving Black Canyon City residents opposed to the cluster.

The opponents won a key ruling in late 2000 when the Arizona Court of Appeal validated a referendum seeking to put the issue before Yavapai County voters.

They were defeated in their bid to have the towers torn down when voters approved the cluster in November 2002.

Reach the reporter at brent.whiting@arizonarepublic.com or (602) 444-6937.

<#==#>
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Multimillion-dollar verdict goes against (yawn) Sheriff Joe 

Mar. 30, 2006 12:00 AM 

I tell the attorney Michael Manning that unless I can figure out a way to tie immigration into the multimillion-dollar verdict he won against the Maricopa County Sheriff's Office, I'm not sure that anyone will be interested in it.

Even though this is the second time in a decade that Manning had managed to help millions of dollars cross the border from Maricopa County to a client's pocket.

Even though Manning has four other wrongful-death suits pending that could cost the county tens of millions more.

"The timing of the verdict was unfortunate," he told me.

Last Friday, as the largest public demonstration in Arizona history filled miles of 24th Street and made immigration the dominant topic of the day, week and year, a federal grand jury awarded $9 million to the estate of Charles Agster III, a man with the mental capacity of a 13-year-old who died after a struggle with detention officers in the county jail. Agster was placed in a restraint chair, just as a man named Scott Norberg had been in 1996. Each man had been in jail for only minutes. Neither had been convicted of any crime. Both died. In 1999, the county's insurers paid $8.25 million to settle Norberg's case, which also was handled by Manning.

"During the Agster trial I hit hard that every citizen of Maricopa County who is arrested without being convicted has all his constitutional rights," Manning said. "Among them to be free of excessive force and to receive medical treatment. They understood that."

In 2001, when I first asked Arpaio about the similarities between Norberg's and Agster's deaths, he told me with great bluster, "There are no similarities . . . none."

On Wednesday, the chief of custody at the jail, Jerry Sheridan, said that the sheriff didn't want to discuss the Agster verdict, but that his office had decided that it would be appealed. 

"Here's a guy (Agster) who comes to us, his body ravaged by methamphetamines," Sheridan said. "He's with us only minutes when he codes. But the sheriff, Joe Arpaio, is the bad guy."

Manning believes that Arpaio has created a mentality among jail employees that allows for excessive force. He points to what he calls "a string of federal court orders and appellate court opinions and consultant reports" that support his view.

Sheridan disagrees, arguing that the number of deaths in the jail is relatively small. "We've had over 1.5 million people come through the system since Joe Arpaio became sheriff," he said.

Still, Sheridan predicts that the Agster case and others could lead to changes.

"One of the things we may change is our acceptance criteria," he said. "I believe it's too low. Charles Agster should have been turned around and rejected from being booked by our staff and taken to the county hospital for medical treatment. It's probably the same case with Norberg."

On this, Manning would agree. He believes that such a policy should have been put in place years ago, but that county officials are kowtowed by Arpaio's popularity.

And why not? Over the years I've done a number of stories about people who have been carried out of the jail in body bags. The sheriff used to send me anchovy pizzas after those articles were published, as much to say thanks as to tease me. (He knows that I don't like anchovies.)

Wednesday afternoon Arpaio called to tell me about a new opinion poll that puts his current popularity rating at 77 percent.

"Every time you write about me my numbers go up," he said.

Reach Montini at (602) 444-8978 or ed.montini@arizonarepublic.com. Read his blog at montiniblog.azcentral.com.
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Government is true risk in ID theft 

Mar. 30, 2006 12:00 AM 

The devil is always in the details. Yet, on Monday, The Republic advocated for House Bill 2351, a bill that, among other things, mandated small businesses to shred just about every possible piece of paper that came across their desk whether the information was sensitive or not ("Defend your credit with new safeguards," Editorial). 

HB 2351 lacks a huge component to make a bill of this nature successful: government. 

Most people may not recognize that government receives, shares and discards the most sensitive information about each and every one of us. It has our Social Security number, bank account numbers, birth date, mother's maiden name and more. 

Yet, when all is said and done, government is not held to the same standard as small business. Just ask a few victims of the government's lackadaisical approach to handling records.

The last thing any business would want is to be complicit in the theft of someone's identity through negligence. 

However, I can see why government doesn't want to be held to the same standards as small business. After all, we are "repeat customers" whether we like it or not.

Michelle Bolton

Phoenix, Arizona

The writer is state director of the National Federation of Independent Business. 
<#==#>

Bad pig - Police Chief Ralph Tranter you don't get a donut!

Investigation finds police chief violated ethics code. 

Tranter supported councilwoman's son as private citizen, he says 

by Grayson Steinberg 

published on Wednesday, March 29, 2006 

Tempe's police chief violated city ethics and conduct codes, according to a report released Tuesday, but he won't be immediately disciplined. 

City Manager Will Manley said he hadn't decided whether or how to discipline Chief Ralph Tranter and didn't specify when he would make a choice. 

"The chief is still on the job," Manley said. 

Tranter was investigated after he wrote a letter recommending probation for a councilwoman's son. 

Colby Carter, the son of Councilwoman Barb Carter, pleaded guilty to charges of marijuana production and possession of drug paraphernalia earlier this month. 

He was then sentenced to two years' probation. 

The report stated Tranter wrote the letter because he was impressed with Carter's recovery. By that time, Carter had completed drug counseling. 

Barb Carter told investigators Tranter didn't write the letter because of her position on the City Council or her votes supporting the police department, according to the report. 

"Both Tranter and Barbara Carter consistently advised... that it was entirely Tranter's idea to write the letter," the report said. 

Colby Carter attended ASU from August 1999 to December 2005 but did not graduate, according to the University registrar's office. 

The investigation found Tranter violated the police department's code of conduct and the city ethics code, the report said. 

Police employees are not allowed to participate in behavior that keeps them from doing their job, the police code states. 

Lynn Krabbe, deputy county prosecutor, called the police department to ask about the letter's author on Nov. 2, the report said. Krabbe asked a police department employee why the chief of police would have written such a letter. 

That employee was "embarrassed and confused" by the phone conversation and seemed to feel he lacked support in the investigation, the report stated. 

This conversation may have harmed the department's ability to make future sentencing recommendations, according to the report. 

Penalties for code violations include employment suspension and dismissal. 

Nikki Ripley, a city spokeswoman, said Tranter wouldn't comment at this time. 

Tranter wrote the recommendation letter last October after a lunch meeting with Barb and Colby Carter, according to the report. 

The letter wasn't written on city stationery and didn't identify Tranter's position. 

Tranter told investigators he had written two similar documents, including one for a defendant who had been arrested on drug charges. 

Tranter reportedly asked James Martin, Colby Carter's attorney, not to identify his job. 

"It was not his intent to use his position to influence the criminal case," the report said. 

Tranter reportedly added he had "written the letter as a private citizen, 'as one parent to another parent.'" 

Tranter's letter didn't ultimately change the case's outcome, the report stated. 

Tranter didn't tell the city manager about the document until Manley brought it up. 

A police employee told Manley about the letter in November. 

Tranter wrote in a Dec. 12 memo to Manley he wasn't trying to avoid responsibility for his actions. 

He said he knew it was difficult to distinguish between his private and professional roles in this situation. "I obviously need to be more judicious in the future to avoid the detrimental effect this situation has on employee morale," Tranter added. 

Reach the reporter at grayson.steinberg@asu.edu.

www.statepress.com/issues/2006/03/29/news/696398
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The Cost of Cruelty

A federal jury returned a $9 million verdict against Maricopa County in still another jailhouse death

By John Dougherty 

Article Published Mar 30, 2006 

John Dougherty

Maricopa County Sheriff's Department

A federal jury awarded $9 million to the family and estate of a 33-year-old man who died after Maricopa County detention officers improperly strapped him in a restraint chair inside a county jail. 

Mentally retarded and high on methamphetamine, Charles Agster III was forcibly placed in the chair inside the Madison Street jail by a squad of detention officers. During the struggle to harness him, which included putting a hood over his head, Agster stopped breathing and never regained consciousness. 

He died three days later, on August 9, 2001, after doctors said he was brain-dead and his parents removed him from life support. 

The March 24 verdict brings to a close a dark period for Agster's parents, who attended every day of the seven-week jury trial in their lawsuit against Sheriff Joe Arpaio and the county. Time and again, they saw videotapes of the chaotic last moments of their son's 45-minute stay inside the jail ("Death Sentence," March 16, 2006). 

"We hope the judgment [that jurors] came up with will help prevent this from happening to other parents in the future," Carol Agster said after the verdict, her husband, Charles, and son, Larry, at her side. 

The verdict marks the second time in seven years that the county and sheriff's office have been ordered to pay millions of dollars as a result of a lawsuit filed over the use of restraint chairs inside one of Arpaio's lockups. 

The county agreed to an out-of-court, $8.25 million settlement in January 1999, after a wrongful-death suit was brought by the family of Scott Norberg, who died while strapped into a restraint chair in 1996. 

Phoenix attorney Michael Manning represented both the Norbergs and the Agsters in the suits over the sheriff's office's use of the chairs. The Agster verdict was delivered by a jury of five men and seven women in U.S. District Court Judge James A. Teilborg's court. 

Although this was the second time around for Manning, he said he hopes the verdict will send a powerful message to the county Board of Supervisors that deplorable conditions inside the county jails have become a major liability to county taxpayers. 

"I hope that the Board of Supervisors hears [the message]," Manning said. "This county's own paid experts, own paid consultants have been telling this county for five and six years that there are serious and lethal problems in Joe Arpaio's jails. This jury now shouts from this roof that they agree." 

In a written statement, Arpaio continued to defend his detention officers. "My officers did not cause this man to die," he declared. 

Arpaio noted that the jury only levied damages of $1 against each of the nine detention officers involved in the incident. 

Manning, however, pointed out that it was he who had asked the jury in his closing arguments to return $1 judgments against the jail guards. He said it wouldn't have been fair to hold them hugely accountable when they had never received proper training in how to safely use restraint chairs. 

"They [did] two to 13 chairings every night in the [now-closed] Madison Street jail and not one of those people have ever been trained on how to do it safely without killing someone," Manning said. "So, that's why I asked the jury to [assess] a dollar to each one of those detention officers and to lay the wood to the MCSO." 

Of the $9 million awarded, the jury allocated about $4.5 million in compensatory damages against the sheriff's office. The jury found county Correctional Health Services, which provides medical evaluation inside the jails, liable for $2.2 million in compensatory damages. The jury levied $180,000 in compensatory damages against CHS nurse Betty Lewis and another $2 million in punitive damages against Lewis. 

Manning said the jury awarded punitive damages against Lewis because "she waited somewhere between 10 and 15 minutes to deliver CPR once she knew" Agster had stopped breathing. 

The jury verdict totaled $10 million, but the jury apportioned $1 million worth of responsibility in Agster's death to Agster himself, his parents, and the person who sold him meth. 

Manning said the detention officers involved in the incident violated at least six "crucial policies" in how they handled Agster in the final turbulent minutes of his life. 

Arpaio, who testified in the trial that he sets the "tone" for how detention officers are to do their jobs, rewarded the officers involved in the Agster incident with promotions, Manning said. 

"There was no discipline," Manning said. "They were promoted. What kind of system is that? What does that tell you about the culture of the sheriff's department? This is not a Third World country, but we have a sheriff's department that handles things like [it is]." 

<#==#>

The phoenix cops went thru all the forms that people filled out to buy cold medicine. They almost made a big bust.  But it turned out the lady they shaked down just had 6 kids who all had colds.

http://www.phoenixnewtimes.com/Issues/2006-03-30/news/news2.html

The New Meth

When it comes to preventing -- and treating -- crystal meth addiction, Arizona may be getting a clue

By Sarah Fenske 

Article Published Mar 30, 2006 

Mark Poutenis

It used to be that when they talked about meth, they talked about cold medicine. Politicians from Arizona Attorney General Terry Goddard to State Representative Tom O'Halleran -- a Sedona Republican and former cop -- were convinced that if this state could only cut the supply of the ingredients used to make crystal meth, the demand was sure to drop as well. 

That thinking is changing. The Arizona Legislature is poised to pass a $17 million anti-meth bill, perhaps as early as this week. The measure includes millions for drug treatment, millions for a prevention campaign, and millions to help stop Mexican drug traffickers. 

Not a word about cold medicine. 

There are two good reasons for that. 

First, the federal government has done what the state could not. Earlier this month, George W. Bush signed into law national restrictions on the cold medicines often used in home-grown meth labs. 

Second, there's an increasing realization that the cold medicine solution doesn't really get at the heart of Arizona's problem. 

The city of Phoenix's new laws on cold medicine went into effect in December (See New Times' series "The Perfect Drug.") 

It wasn't long after that the cops noticed an intriguing pattern. 

The laws were modeled after a plan that had effectively wiped out most of the meth labs in Oklahoma. They regulated all cold medicines containing pseudoephedrine -- a key ingredient for meth cooks, and the reason that a host of medicines, from Sudafed to Dimetapp Decongestant Infant Drops, work so well to treat your cold and allergies. 

Under the new laws, all those medications must be kept behind the counter, available for purchase only after customers sign a special logbook. Every month, the logbook would be faxed to police. 

And, as Phoenix Police Sgt. Don Sherrard explains it, even though the pages now make a stack eight feet high, they didn't just end up in the trash . . . or even in a file cabinet somewhere. The cops actually read them. 

And that led them to Anthem. 

As the officers pored over the logbook, Sherrard says, they kept noticing the same name, over and over, and the same Anthem address. 

So they went out to investigate. 

Now, it might be funny if Anthem, a cookie-cutter enclave northwest of the city, harbored a coven of tweakers, systematically "cooking" cold medicine into an illegal drug. It's not hard to imagine cops busting the place, sending dozens of skinny soccer moms to jail. 

But that isn't what happened when the police officers made their trek up I-17. 

Instead, they found a big family that had been racked by the flu. 

The members of this family weren't stocking up on pseudoephedrine. They were buying cold medicine. 

"The way the log reads, the amount purchased can be deceiving," Sherrard says. "All we see is that the mother's name appeared four or five times -- what it doesn't tell you is that she's buying Children's Tylenol." 

(And if mom had wanted to make meth, five boxes of Children's Tylenol was hardly going to do the trick.) 

Needless to say, Sherrard says dryly, "we closed that case." 

Sherrard says he thinks the city restrictions were worth doing: "If we can stop just one meth lab, it's worth it." 

But he's more than willing to admit that, for Phoenix, the law's effect has likely been minimal. Other than that mom in Anthem and, as it turned out, two other people purchasing large but legal quantities, Sherrard says the logbook has provided few leads. 

That might indicate that addicts have suddenly stopped cooking meth here, and stopped using. But, as Sherrard is quick to point out, the number of meth lab busts plummeted long before December's legislation. 

Years ago, most Arizona addicts made the switch from home-grown labs to purchasing cheaper, more potent meth from Mexican dealers. 

"It's just economics," Sherrard says. 

That's something the city of Phoenix's meth task force now seems to realize. The group convened last August with one focus: cold medicine. 

When they finally met again March 8, though, members talked about treatment. And prevention. 

Christina Dye, clinical services division chief for the Arizona Department of Health Services, hit home the real problem: The number of people seeking meth treatment from state agencies has been rising steadily since 2002. 

Twenty-eight percent of the people seeking drug treatment in Maricopa County are addicted to meth. 

"The largest number of people affected by this drug are in Phoenix, and are in Maricopa County," she said. 

In the last year, the Arizona Republic's editorial board penned no fewer than eight editorials calling for tougher statewide restrictions on cold medicine. 

The idea was being pushed by Attorney General Goddard, who noted Arizona's large number of meth addicts -- and the success of similar restrictions in Oklahoma. When the Legislature rebuffed Goddard last year, he barnstormed the state, eventually convincing 28 cities to pass laws of their own. And when he announced that he'd be running for reelection earlier this month, Goddard put a statewide pseudoephedrine law at the top of his agenda. 

But what he never mentioned -- and what the Republic has yet to report -- is that, on the very day Goddard kicked off his campaign, Congress made such a law entirely redundant. 

The reason? A little thing called the Patriot Act. 

That act, the bane of civil libertarians everywhere, includes a set of provisions regulating pseudoephedrine. 

Like Phoenix's laws, it sets the purchase limit at nine grams per customer, per month. 

It requires medications with that ingredient to be kept behind the counter. 

And, it requires that customers sign a logbook. 

Oddly enough, the Arizona House of Representatives voted 43-14 to approve statewide pseudoephedrine restrictions, with almost identical components, on the very day that President George W. Bush signed the Patriot Act into law. (The state Senate has since assigned the bill to several committees.) 

Fortunately, the Legislature has chosen to fast-track a different meth bill -- one with a much broader goal. 

The bill doesn't just focus on cutting off the supply. It aims to reduce demand. 

As of press time, the bill calls for $17 million of funding designed to stop meth abuse. That's $6 million for treatment services, $6 million to help the Department of Public Safety stop the flow of meth from Mexico, and $5 million for a Department of Health Services campaign targeted at kids, modeled on the department's wildly successful anti-smoking initiative. 

The bill, sponsored by State Representative Mark Anderson, R-Mesa, passed the House with a 41-8 margin earlier this month, just two weeks after Anderson proposed it. The Senate could approve it as early as this week, sending it in near-record time to Governor Janet Napolitano, who is said to be a supporter. 

At least one senator, Anderson says, has questioned why the bill can't wait for the next budget. 

"We explained that it was high priority, and it's being fast-tracked," he says. "The scope of the problem has reached the point where, without exception, everybody is aware of how serious it is -- and that we need to do something significant." 

<#==#>
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Anti-snitch campaign riles police, prosecutors

By Rick Hampson, USA TODAY

PITTSBURGH — It was not the first time prosecutor Lisa Pellegrini had been enraged by the sight of the T-shirt with the traffic-sign message: STOP SNITCHING. But this guy was about to wear one into court, with matching baseball cap.

Worse, he was a witness — her witness — and the intended victim in an attempted murder case that had brought him, her and the defendants to court that day last fall.

This was Rayco "War" Saunders — ex-con, pro boxer and walking billboard for a street movement that has sparked a coast-to-coast beef involving everyone from professors to rappers.

Pellegrini, thinking "witness intimidation," told Saunders to lose the hat and reverse the shirt. Saunders, crying "First Amendment," refused. He left the courthouse, shirt in place. Case dismissed. "In almost every one of my homicides, this happens: 'I don't know nothin' about nothin', " the prosecutor says. "There is that attitude, 'Don't be a snitch.' And it's condoned by the community."

Omerta, the Mafia's blood oath of silence, has been broken by turncoat after turncoat. But the call to stop snitching — on other folks in the 'hood — is getting louder.

Is it an attempt by drug dealers and gangsters to intimidate witnesses?

Is it a legitimate protest against law enforcers' over-reliance on self-serving criminal informers?

Or is it bigger than that?

Take the case of Busta Rhymes.

The hip-hop star has refused to cooperate with police investigating the slaying of his bodyguard Feb. 5 outside a Brooklyn studio where Rhymes was recording a video with performers such as Missy Elliott and Mary J. Blige. Police say that although Rhymes and as many as 50 others may have seen the shooting, no one came forward — an echo of the silence that followed the unsolved murders of rappers Tupac Shakur, the Notorious B.I.G. and Run-DMC's Jam Master Jay.

It's the code of the street: To be a credible rapper, you have to know when to shut up.

"Under pressure, I lie for ya, die for ya," Lil' Kim once rapped. Now she's in a federal jail in Philadelphia for failing to tell a grand jury what she knew about some friends involved in a shooting.

Rhymes' silence in the death of Israel Ramirez seemed to puzzle New York's seen-it-all police commissioner, Ray Kelly, an ex-Marine, career NYPD cop and U.S. Customs chief. "Your employee is murdered in front of you," he told reporters, so "you'd think he might want to talk to the police." 

Not necessarily, says David Kennedy, director of the Center for Crime Prevention and Control at John Jay College of Criminal Justice in New York. "There's such animosity toward the police in some urban communities that even people who aren't afraid, and who hate crime, still feel cooperating is something good people don't do," Kennedy says. "That's the Busta Rhymes story. He has nothing to fear. He just doesn't want to talk. His reputation would take a dive if he did."

The code of silence, he says, "is breaking out in a way we've never seen before."

Saunders agrees: "It's a movement, that's what it is — a stop snitching movement."

From street code to slogan

The stigma against snitching is an old one, but the Mafia never took out newspaper ads to promote omerta. So why is an unwritten rule printed on thousands of T-shirts?

Start with the war on drugs. Over the past two decades, law enforcers have made more drug arrests and turned more defendants into informers than ever before. According to the U.S. Sentencing Commission, the agency that establishes federal court sentencing practices, about one-third of drug trafficking prosecutions involve informers' "substantial assistance." That makes them eligible for reduced sentences under otherwise inflexible federal sentencing guidelines.

Informers are a necessary evil, says Cmdr. Maurita Bryant, a 29-year veteran of the Pittsburgh Police Department. "We have to deal with who we have to deal with. ... If a dealer needs to make a deal, he'll tell on his mother. It may not be right, but it's all we have."

Some criminal informers who are allowed to remain free commit more crimes; some return to crime after a shortened prison sentence; some frame others, or tell prosecutors what they want to hear. Boston defense lawyer Harvey Silverglate says the system encourages defendants "not only to sing, but to compose."

According to a study by the Northwestern University Law School's Center on Wrongful Convictions, 51 of the 111 wrongful death penalty convictions since the 1970s were based in whole or in part on the testimony of witnesses who had an incentive to lie.

Alexandra Natapoff, a professor at Loyola Law School in Los Angeles, says that, based on federal statistics, one of every four black men from 20 to 29 is behind bars, on probation or on parole, and under pressure to snitch. She estimates one in 12 of all black men in the highest-crime neighborhoods are snitching.

She says informers strain the social fabric of poor minority neighborhoods, where as many as half the young men have been arrested. "Every family gathering, every party, every backyard barbecue probably has someone who's secretly working as an informer."

This is the world Rayco Saunders inhabits. It's filled, as he puts it, with "guys doin' all this crime and not doin' no time, because they're telling on the next man."

Hence a backlash — "stop snitching." The slogan appeared in Baltimore about two years ago as the title of an underground DVD featuring threatening, gun-wielding drug dealers and a brief appearance by NBA star and Baltimore native Carmelo Anthony. Anthony, who later said he didn't know the video's theme, told ESPN The Magazine that the dealer-turned-informer excoriated in the DVD "ran our neighborhood. Now he's working with the state and the feds. You can't do that. He turned his back on the 'hood."

The black community is divided. Rapper Chuck D of Public Enemy has blasted the Stop Snitching campaign on the hip-hop group's website: "The term 'snitch' was best applied to those that ratted revolutionaries like Huey P. Newton, Bobby Seale, Che Guevara. ... Let's not let stupid cats use hip-hop to again twist this meaning for the sake of some 'innerganghood' violent drug thug crime dogs, who've sacrificed the black community's women and children."

Movement prompts legal backlash

Whatever its intent, the Stop Snitching movement has galvanized officials already apoplectic about witness reluctance and witness intimidation.

States and localities spend a fraction of what the federal government devotes to witness protection, although this month Pennsylvania restored $1 million for that purpose. The move came as more than a half-dozen witnesses recanted earlier testimony in the trial of men accused in the Philadelphia street shooting death of a third-grade boy.

"If the word 'snitch' comes out of someone's mouth, I go insane," says Pellegrini, the Pittsburgh prosecutor. "When young men and women see rappers refuse (to cooperate), they think it's cool. How do we tell them, 'we'll support you,' when they see that?"

Especially, she says, when the slogan is blatantly used to intimidate witnesses. Last year, supporters of an accused drug dealer on trial in Pittsburgh federal court wore T-shirts around town bearing witnesses' photos and the inscription "Stop Snitching. " U.S. Attorney Mary Beth Buchanan says one, Garry Smith, had a $100,000 price on his head.

"Everybody in law enforcement is beside themselves," says Kennedy of John Jay College. "They can't investigate cases. They can't prosecute cases. The clearance rate for some serious crimes is tanking."

Stop Snitching T-shirts have been banned from a number of courthouses. Boston Mayor Thomas Menino, whose city recorded the most homicides in a decade last year, threatened to send police into stores to pull them off the shelves.

Following the furor over the Stop Snitchin' DVD, Maryland raised witness intimidation from a misdemeanor to a felony, and Baltimore police made a tape of their own, Keep Talking. "People have to snitch," says Peter Moskos, a former Baltimore street cop. "That's how criminals get caught."

Saunders' life may have been saved by a snitch.

Pellegrini says an informer told police that an ex-con had hired another man to kill Saunders because the boxer was having an affair with his girlfriend. The man and his accomplices were arrested before the hit could be carried out. They were scheduled for a court hearing the day last fall that Saunders showed up in his Stop Snitching T-shirt.

Saunders and Pellegrini agree he was there to warn the men not to testify in other pending cases. But they disagree on why: Pellegrini says Saunders, whom she calls a "thug," is in cahoots with other criminals who feared the men's testimony. Saunders says he thought the defendants would try to save themselves by selling out others.

Saunders says he hates snitching so much that he not only wears the T-shirts himself but has given them as gifts to friends and relatives. "They love the T- shirts," he says. "It's way overdue for somebody to step up and speak about these things that's going on with these informants and these guys walking around here with immunity to do whatever they want to do."

At 31, Saunders has had a hard life. He says he never knew his father; his mother died of a drug overdose when he was 11. He was stabbed in the back at 15, shot in the chest at 21. He says he shot at people himself and dealt drugs. He was arrested six times from 1994 to 1997 and served four years in prison after a shootout with a police officer. He says he was framed.

Since leaving prison, he has pursued a career as a pro boxer, compiling a record of 15-7-2. In 2004 he won the North American Boxing Council cruiserweight championship. In an interview at the gym where he trains, he outlines a stop-snitching creed:

• Don't snitch on others just to save yourself. "Stop snitching is for those guys out there ... selling more drugs than Noriega, and their only out is to tell on somebody. ... If a (criminal) wants to be a Good Samaritan, OK. But send (him) to jail. Don't give him immunity to do what he wants on the street." 

• Stop Snitching doesn't mean stop talking to police. "It's always misconstrued by the public, or the powers that be, that we're trying to intimidate the regular people or the law-abiding citizens. That's not what it's about. ... If that is your only outlet, to call the police, that's what you do." 

• But witnesses have no obligation to help police. "Do your job — you're the police. ... I've been wronged by the system. Do you think I would help the system? ... Do cops snitch on other cops?" 

• The authorities can't protect witnesses. "What's happening to the innocent witness? They get dead or ... terrorized for life." 

• Sometimes you must right wrongs yourself. "I'm a man, and I can handle my own situations like a man. ... I've done dirt. I'll admit that. So I can't run to the police." 

Later, he's out on the street, wearing one of the T-shirts. Standing nearby is a woman dressed as the Statue of Liberty to advertise the services of her employer, Liberty Income Tax.

"The people who are snitching, a lot of them end up dead, a lot of them end up hurt," says Lady Liberty — Ernestine Whitaker of Wilkinsburg, whose nephew was threatened after he witnessed a crime. "So the snitching doesn't do anything for the person who's snitching."

She looks at Saunders, whose muscular chest bulges beneath the T. "I'd wear one of those," she says.

<#==#>
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Homeland Security press aide is arrested

Associated Press

Apr. 5, 2006 12:00 AM

MIAMI - The deputy press secretary for the U.S. Department of Homeland Security was arrested Tuesday for using the Internet to seduce what he thought was a teenage girl, authorities said.

Brian J. Doyle, 55, was arrested in Maryland, where he lives, on charges of use of a computer to seduce a child and transmission of harmful material to a minor. The charges were issued out of Polk County, Fla.

Doyle, of Silver Spring, Md., had a sexually explicit conversation with what he believed was a 14-year-old girl whose profile he saw on the Internet on March 14, the Polk County Sheriff's Office said in a statement.

The girl was an undercover Polk County Sheriff's Computer Crimes detective, the Sheriff's Office said.

Doyle sent the girl pornographic movie clips and had sexually explicit conversations via the Internet, the statement said.

During other online conversations, Doyle revealed his name, that he worked for the Homeland Security Department and offered his office- and government-issued cellphone numbers, the Sheriff's Office said.

Doyle also sent photos of himself to the girl, but authorities said they were not sexually explicit.

Doyle later had a telephone conversation with an undercover deputy posing as the teenager and encouraged her to purchase a Web camera to send graphic images of herself to him, the Sheriff's Office said.

He was booked into Maryland's Montgomery County Jail, where he was waiting to be extradited to Florida, the sheriff's office said.

<#==#>

Government tyrannts jails parents for not having a baby sitter

by The Arizona Republic Tuesday April 18, 2006 at 01:57 PM

It's government tyrannts like this that I really hate. I's sure these parents are very sad because their children died in a house fire. But on top of that the goverment has jailed the parents on low level murder charges saying they are responsible for the deaths of their children. That's bullshit. The only criminals here are the police and Maricopa County Attorney Andrew Thomas. They are evil bastards!

Easy to recognize difference between illegal and criminal 

Apr. 18, 2006 12:00 AM 

Where I grew up there was a woman whose alcoholic husband left her alone to raise two daughters, and she did so by becoming the neighborhood bookie. She took no big bets, just nickels and dimes wagered on lottery numbers by housewives and mill workers who knew of her situation, and knew as well that she was not interested in charity. 

These days we might call this a criminal conspiracy to protect a felon. Looking back, we might say the woman should have been arrested and her girls placed under the care of Child Protective Services. The county attorney might even have sought charges against all of those who contributed to the criminal enterprise. 

It was a different time. Parents in my old neighborhood were physically strict in a way that is no longer acceptable. And in just about everyone's family, children raised children. 

There was no other option. Fathers worked odd shifts in the steel mill and mothers did everything else, forcing them occasionally to put children in charge of children at a time and place where the only playground was the street. Kids did laundry. Kids walked to the grocery store and shopped. Kids cleaned houses. Kids cooked. 

There were accidents but, luckily, no tragedies. Nothing like what happened last week at the Phoenix apartment of Antonio Jorge Mejia and Maria Cruz Sanchez-Mejia. The two of them are undocumented immigrants in their late 20s. They work at night cleaning offices. 

According to Phoenix police Detective Tony Morales the couple made arrangements Thursday for an aunt to watch their two children, Pablo, 3, and Luz, 9. But they were running late and decided instead to leave the children home alone. They had left the kids by themselves before. 

The couple went to work about 11 p.m. While they were gone, there was a fire. At 3 a.m. when they returned, they found their children unconscious. The couple took the children to the hospital, where they were pronounced dead. 

Morales said the pair was arrested and booked into jail because authorities suspected that they might otherwise flee the country, the same country they had worked so hard to enter, undoubtedly with the idea that it would afford them the best opportunity to provide a better life for their children. Now dead.
A spokesman for the Maricopa County Attorney's Office told me that the case will be reviewed after the Police Department's final report has been submitted. For now, the couple remain in jail on suspicion of negligent homicide, child abuse and child neglect. Each of which could send them to prison for quite some time. 

Not that they weren't considered to be criminals already, having entered the country illegally. 

At least no one can accuse them of having tried to sponge off social service programs provided by taxpayers, which include subsidies for child care. 

It's curious how affluence brings into focus the lines that are blurred by poverty. There are parents whose negligence is so grotesque and whose abuse is so obvious that they are clearly criminal. Adults whose selfish concerns outweigh any sense of responsibility. That doesn't appear to be true for Antonio Jorge Mejia and Maria Cruz Sanchez-Mejia. 

Still, they made a terrible mistake and for that we could label them as criminals and put them in prison. It's clear cut. A crime is a crime. 

Just as some would say that I grew up among criminals. But not me. 

Reach Montini at ed.montini@arizonarepublic.com or (602) 444-8978. Read his blog at montiniblog.azcentral.com.

www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0418montini0418.html
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